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The warmest of welcomes 

Everything we do is designed to encourage, 
stimulate and inspire young people. 

Our passion is education, in the broadest 
sense of the word. We aim to promote genuine 
personal enquiry and intellectual appetite,  
to nurture individual talents and interests 
beyond the academic and to foster a culture  
of inclusivity and respect for others. 

We believe that this community spirit lies at 
the heart of successful education and a happy 
childhood – something that in our 175 year 
lifetime we have provided to over twenty 
thousand Cheltonians.

In every endeavour, we promise to help your 
child to be the best that he or she can be.
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A preparation for life 
Cheltenham College has been educating 
young people since 1841. Bestowed with 
stunning buildings and set in the heart  
of one of England’s most vibrant spa  
towns, it is a school founded on Christian  
principles with a strong moral ethos. 

We provide a first class all-round education 
and at the heart of that maxim lies academic 
achievement and an enviable breadth of 
extra-curricular opportunities. At College 
we don’t just teach: we stretch, challenge and 
inspire all our pupils, encouraging genuine 
personal enquiry and intellectual appetite. 

In every activity we enable the excellent to  
excel and the keen to participate. We focus  
on developing the whole person, ensuring  
that our pupils not only gain the qualifications  
but also the skills required to open doors 
later in life. 

Cheltonians work hard and we set high 
standards within the context of tolerance, 
respect and support. We teach and inspire 
young people who are willing to learn, 
ambitious to achieve and keen to get involved. 

Above all, we enable those boys and girls 
who join College to leave us as well-rounded 
young men and women, having gained a 
place at a top university, been prepared for 
life beyond school and able to contribute 
positively to society. 

It is a great privilege to work with the highly 
talented young people we have in our 
community. We warmly welcome you to come 
and visit us and see why we believe this is a 
school where your child will truly belong. 

Dr Alex Peterken 
Headmaster

1.    The College shield of arms was granted by the 
Kings of Arms in 1896 and supplemented by  
the grant of a crest and supporters in 1965.  
Akin to honours and controlled as part of the 
Royal Prerogative, the granting of full Armorial 
Bearings is extremely rare, with Cheltenham 
College being one of only a handful of schools  
in the UK entitled to use them. 

2.   The College Chapel, designed by Old Cheltonian 
Henry Prothero and completed in 1896. 

3.   Pupils have been learning with Apple computers 
since the 1980s. To this day, College is leading 
developments in using ICT as a learning tool, 
including a unique cross-curricular digital  
media course in Lower College. 

4.   College’s first Principal, Rev. Alfred Phillips  
(1841 – 1844)
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“I knew that the academic work would be 
hard and that I would have to work a lot, 
but I was not prepared for the teachers. 
Lessons are so different at College – you 
can really feel that teachers love teaching 
and most importantly, that they love their 
subject. Their enthusiasm is wonderful.”

Old Cheltonian
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Inspiring a love of learning 
Good teachers teach, but great 
teachers inspire a love of learning 
and that is very much the aim of our 
highly qualified, truly devoted and 
deeply caring Common Room. 

A strong work ethic and the desire 
to enquire are fostered from day one, 
with intellectual curiosity carefully 
nurtured and encouraged. 

This is not, however, about 
cramming information or teaching 
pupils purely to excel at exams. It is, 
we believe, about opening up young 
minds with innovative teaching, 
dynamic ideas, excellent resources 
and a supportive culture where 
teachers are also personal mentors. 

Our quiet ambition is to make success 
in the classroom just as celebrated as 
success on the sports field. 

No pupil slips through the net in 
a system which recognises and 
rewards a range of abilities and 
talents. Tutors oversee each pupil’s 
work, motivating each boy and girl 
to exceed their expectations. 

There is a real focus too on study 
skills and understanding how to 
learn. It begins with a well balanced 
timetable and runs through academic 
societies, independent learning 
projects, pupil-led magazines, debates 
and visiting lecturers, all the way to 
supported studies, evening academic 
clinics, revision programmes 
and, of course, university and CV 
preparation courses. 

Our pupils arrive with ambition, 
curiosity and a range of abilities.  
We strive to ensure they leave 
having broadened their knowledge, 
pursued their interests, deepened 
their understanding and gained the 
best possible exam results. In short, 
they leave with exciting futures.
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Taking to the stage 
College life is rich in all kinds of 
opportunities and all pupils are 
encouraged to explore their talents, 
express their personalities and fire 
their imaginations. Whatever our 
pupils aspire to be or to do, we  
will help them nurture and fulfil 
their potential. 

Participating in such opportunities 
is an essential part of personal 
development – something which 
brings enjoyment and enrichment 
but also contributes greatly to 
becoming rounded, balanced and 
confident young people. 

‘You never know until you try’ is a 
mantra all parents will be familiar 
with and we work hard to bring that 
to life. Not everybody can, or will, be 
a leading lady or man but at College 
there is always a role to be played,  
be it on stage or behind the scenes. 

Of course, potential and talent in 
any discipline is carefully fostered 
and given room to blossom. With 
the help of specialist staff, many 
Cheltonians learn to perform with 
outstanding skill and confidence, 
from solos in Chapel, concerts 
and plays to performing on an 
international stage.

“College is a place where you finally learn to be 
independent, where you meet new people, and 

where you have a massive range of opportunities. 
The teachers here are amazing and once you have 
settled into your House, it feels a lot like home.”

Current pupil
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“The leadership programme at College has 
been really good and given me an insight 
into just how important it is for us to set 

an example to the younger pupils and 
what a difference we can make in helping 
them feel valued and important, as well as 

giving them something to aspire to.”
Current pupil
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Expanding personal horizons 
Complementing our academic 
curriculum and sports programme is 
a whole world of activities designed 
to enrich our pupils’ lives, whether it 
be facing new challenges, acquiring 
new skills, exploring new horizons 
or making a positive contribution to 
their communities. 

Two afternoon sessions each week  
are assigned to activities of each 
pupil’s choice, with over 30 options 
from photography and dance to 
pottery and water polo. Many of  
our boys and girls commit to much 
more, immersing themselves in 
charity work, pursuing the Duke of  
Edinburgh Award or undertaking  
a College expedition. 

Cheltonians are rightly proud of  
their achievements beyond the 
classroom and we are rightly proud 
of their generosity in serving others. 
Every Wednesday afternoon many 
pupils take part in a service based 
initiative that is of benefit to the 
wider community, while the whole 
College is united in its commitment 
to charity work. 

Connected to our military heritage, 
our Combined Cadet Force is 
particularly strong and popular, 
representing a valuable opportunity 
for pupils to learn leadership, 
teamwork and initiative.

1.   College has many long-standing charity links, including helping build and 
maintain a primary school in Kenya and supporting impoverished children  
in Romania. 

2.   College is renowned for its expeditions and tours programme, including  
regular treks to Nepal and recent tours to Argentina, Malaysia and Spain. 

3.   The local Forest of Dean provides a perfect playground for outdoor pursuits. 

4.   In 2012, College celebrated 150 years of its renowned CCF, with the first  
ever school memorial being erected in the National Memorial Arboretum  
in memory of the thousands of Old Cheltonians who have served their country.  
College is one of only three schools in the UK to have its own military colours, 
with 14 Old Cheltonians having been awarded Victoria Crosses.
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Sport for all 
Cheltenham College has a rich 
heritage of sporting success, 
building on our history of being one 
of the four original rugby playing 
schools. We cherish the concept of 
inclusivity in sport, giving pupils of 
all ability levels the chance both to 
participate and to compete. 

Indeed, so deep is our level of 
participation and competition that it  
is often said that we have the best third 
teams in the country. We see their 
success as much a cause for celebration 
as the significant achievements earned 
by our top teams and players. 

Sport plays an important role in  
College life, with our pupils, specialist  
sports professionals, sports mentors,  

coaching staff, teachers and 
parents all working together to 
foster the environment of support, 
determination and commitment 
needed to achieve. 

In competition with other great 
public schools, we are proud to 
punch well above our weight, with 
national champions in many sports, 
in both the major team games and 
sporting disciplines such as rackets, 
polo and shooting. 

For our most able sportsmen and 
women, we offer Sport Scholarships 
as well as a talented athlete 
programme, offering structured 
training and mentoring to enable 
them to excel in their chosen field. 

A resident rehabilitation specialist 
runs regular clinics for those pupils 
with sports injuries or strains. 

The core games through the year 
are rugby, hockey, cricket, rowing, 
netball, tennis and swimming. 
Our facilities and sports provision 
extend well beyond these core sports 
however, with squash and racket 
courts, a climbing wall, multiple 
gyms, a rifle range and our own 
boathouse on the River Severn.

“College has the unique skill of being able to balance 
work and play very effectively. One minute you might 

be writing an essay on 17th century literature, the 
next you may be playing Eton at rackets.”

Old Cheltonian
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“College has surprised me by how  
much of a family everyone really is, 
especially your own House. I love  

seeing an Upper Sixth student  
playing pool or table tennis or even 
helping younger pupils with work.”

Current pupil
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A sense of belonging 
Ask our parents, pupils and staff 
what makes College special and 
the words warmth, community and 
belonging will always feature. 

This ‘esprit de corps’, a feeling of 
loyalty to the whole, is no accident. 
Our founding Christian principles 
promote humility, humanity and  
the consideration of others. They 
also inform the courtesy, respect  
and tolerance we both teach, and 
expect of, our pupils. 

Our community’s strength is  
drawn from two key pillars; our 
renowned House system and our  
co-educational approach to every 
aspect of College life. 

Our Houses are at the heart of College. 
Run by a resident Housemaster or 
Housemistress with their family, and 
supported by matrons and resident 
tutors, each one offers a genuine 
home from home. With the help 
of the House system, the College 
pastoral net is wide and deep, with 
every pupil known personally and 
cared for individually. 

Of course, some of our most 
sympathetic supporters are the 
boys and girls themselves, with 
our unique peer mentoring 
system encouraging pupils to 
take responsibility not only for 
themselves but also for each other. 

Co-education matters too in creating 
a real-life sense of shared experience, 
inter-personal development and 
communal diversity. Educating boys 
and girls together is the best possible 
preparation for young people to  
take their place in a demanding 
adult society. 

Boys and girls think differently, 
respond differently and interact 
differently and it is precisely this 
difference which enriches the wider 
experience for all pupils. From 
drama and music to classroom 
debates, projects and social events, 
co-education not only makes for 
a richer school life but provides a 
better foundation for university  
and beyond.

15



16



Rich history.  
Glorious surroundings 
Each summer when College plays 
host to the historic Cheltenham 
Cricket Festival, there can be few 
sights better evoking the culture 
of England than the sward of pitch 
nestling between the Victorian 
clubhouse, the marquees and the 
grandeur of the Chapel and College 
Dining Hall. 

This is truly an inspiring place in 
which to live and learn, from the 
imposing splendour and perfect 
acoustics of the Chapel to the 
magnificently restored Library and  
main Theatre. The eclectic mix of  
Grade 1 listed buildings, contemporary  
but sympathetic additions and  
extensive grounds are all located in 
the ‘capital of the Cotswolds’ which 
itself is Britain’s largest designated 
area of outstanding beauty. 

The surrounding hills and 
countryside not only provide a 
stunning backdrop to the school 
but are also a natural playground 
for Duke of Edinburgh exploits, 
mountain biking, horse riding, 
hiking, climbing and more. 

As rich as College is in history and 
heritage, so Cheltenham is in culture 
and the arts. The town is renowned 
for its leading literature, jazz, science, 
design and music festivals, in which 
College plays an active part, from 
providing performers and venues  
to actively encouraging pupils to 
attend events. 

With additional regular trips to 
concerts, plays and events in nearby 
Oxford, Stratford, Bristol and London, 
Cheltonians have a cultural world at 
their feet just waiting to be explored.

“Having this wealth of cultural opportunities on our 
doorstep is instrumental in expanding pupils’ minds and 
experiences beyond the classroom. We encourage all our 

pupils to be independent in broadening their horizons and to 
make the most out of everything Cheltenham has to offer.”

Dr Alex Peterken, Headmaster
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“When you hear the whole College  
sing as one it is simply amazing.”

Current pupil
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A Christian Foundation 
Cheltenham College was established 
as a Christian Foundation in 1841, 
the oldest of the great Victorian 
public schools. 

To this day, those things which have 
always been central to a Christian way 
of life – compassion, forgiveness and 
treating others as you would wish to 
be treated yourself – remain the tenets 
of our thriving College community. 

Practically and symbolically, Chapel 
sits at the centre of College life and 
is where the whole school comes 
together in the mornings. The hymn 
singing is as legendary as it is 
uplifting, but there is also time for 

contemplation and consideration  
of themes, from friendship and 
family to mercy, forgiveness,  
love and devotion. 

Cheltonians from all backgrounds and 
cultures are encouraged to consider 
spiritual and ethical questions, 
and to develop their own coherent 
beliefs, values and sense of morality. 

Within day to day life at College,  
we have two Chaplains as well as 
a College Counsellor to whom all 
pupils can turn at any time for 
support and guidance.

3

1.   Completed in 1896, the College Chapel seats over 700 and measures 164 feet in 
length. The ceiling height is an impressive 55 feet, only four feet lower than that 
of Tewkesbury Abbey. 

2.   This magnificent stained glass window, commissioned in 1924, represents the 
virtue of Fortitude. The human figure to the far right is Old Cheltonian Dr Edward 
Adrian Wilson, a notable English polar explorer, physician, naturalist, painter 
and ornithologist who died with Captain Scott in March 1912. 

3.   The glorious ceiling of the Cloisters, designed in the Perpendicular style,  
is one of the last examples of fan-vaulting in this country.
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“The many choral and instrumental 
opportunities at College, combined with the 
dedication and support of the staff, provided 
me with skills and experiences which I need 

everyday in my musical career.”
Old Cheltonian Richard Brain, Postgraduate Choral  

Conductor at the Royal Academy of Music  
and independent music professional.
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Life after College 
We appreciate that the education  
we provide will put in place the  
foundations of the people Cheltonians  
will become, the careers they will 
pursue and the successes they  
will achieve. 

It is why, from the very start, we set 
about educating the whole person. 
We help the most able stretch and 
challenge themselves to prepare for 
the very best universities, and we 
support those who find academic 
work more challenging to find the 
very best within themselves. 

Exam results are crucial as they open 
doors, both to the best universities 
and to successful careers. We are 
wholly committed to ensuring that 
every Cheltonian leaves College 
with the academic qualifications that 
they need. We are also, however, 
committed to Cheltonians shining 
in person. Through their time here 
at College, we hope to see the shy 
become more confident, the over-
confident become more self-aware, 
the led become leaders and the 
natural leaders develop their skills.

We plan for the future as early 
as Fourth Form, when all pupils 
begin to work with our dedicated 
Higher Education (HE) and Careers 
department. Work experience, CV 
building skills, interview techniques, 
gap year fairs, career carousels, 
UCAS clinic, as well as careers talks 
from our network of staff, parents, 
Old Cheltonians and industry 
contacts, are all included within  
the College programme. 

Located within the main library, 
the HE and Careers department has 
its own permanent office, library 
and staff, including a specialist in 
overseas university applications. It is 
a department that is open to pupils 
even after they leave College, with 
many Old Cheltonians returning for 
further support and guidance after 
their gap year. 

The department complements the 
support of tutors, teachers and 
House staff to ensure that every 
pupil has access to the best possible 
choices and is given every assistance 
in making the right ones.

21



Next steps 
We expect a lot from both ourselves 
and our pupils. We work hard  
and we strive for excellence, but  
we do so with a warm heart and  
a communal spirit. 

For the time your child is with 
us, we will take professional and 
personal pride in seeing him or  
her grow, blossom and ultimately 
leave us as a confident, kind and 
well-rounded individual with  
exam results to be proud of. 

We warmly invite you to come  
and see us; in part to get a feel for 
a place of which we are immensely 
proud, but also to meet some of our 
remarkable pupils and committed 
teachers who are the making of  
a great school. 

To book a visit please contact the Registrar. 

Registrar 
Cheltenham College 
Bath Road 
Cheltenham 
Gloucestershire 
GL53 7LD

Telephone: 01242 265 662 
Fax: 01242 265 630 
Email: admissions@cheltenhamcollege.org 
www.cheltenhamcollege.org
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“It’s a fantastic, thriving community, 
where everyone has the chance to achieve 

his or her ambitions and dreams.”
Current pupil
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