




Education is a process of formation.  
It is about helping young people grow 
into themselves, fulfilling their 
potential and preparing for the next 
stage in their lives. 

At Sherborne, we have a 460-year tradition of 
providing a rich and varied educational experience. 

As a seven day a week boarding school boys are 
stimulated, inspired and supported at every turn, 
thanks to our combination of academic stretch, 
wealth of co-curricular opportunities, first-rate 
pastoral care and crucial time simply to rest and 
reflect amid the bustle of School life.

Underpinning the profound educational opportunity 
we provide is a fundamental commitment to the 
development of boys’ personalities. We encourage 
them to show kindness and compassion in every 
facet of life, because we understand that such 
attributes are of overwhelming importance. 

It is often said that Shirburnians are easy  
to get along with. This speaks of their generosity  
of spirit, which has long been a defining mark  
of our community. 

All of us here, boys and staff alike, are privileged  
to be a part of this historic institution in which we 
feel the weight of tradition but do not feel weighed 
down by it. We share in a living heritage and want 
to ensure our contribution to it is worthwhile,  
good, and hopeful.

The proof of our quality is of course the boys 
themselves. So I hope very much that you will come 
and visit, to meet our boys and get under the skin 
of our School. That way, you can experience our 
community at first hand, and decide if your son’s 
future lies with us. 

It will be a joy to welcome you to this special place.

 

Dr Dominic Luckett
Headmaster

Sherborne. Our School.
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If you have a firm foundation, it is 
easy to build. 

Although our boys greatly value their historic 
surroundings, and relish the School’s time-honoured 
traditions such as Abbey services and the rhythms 
of life in their Boarding Houses, they understand 
that we are called to live these anew in the  
21st century. Our traditions shape who we are 
becoming as much as what we have been. 

Sherborne’s values, then, are enshrined in every 
aspect of School life. As members of a community, 
we are called to exhibit characteristics such as 
respect, honesty, kindness, perseverance, 
responsibility and team work. 

We are called to live in service to others, including 
our neighbours in Sherborne and in other local 
schools, as well as in the wider world. And we are 
called to understand the privilege of belonging 
to such a community as ours – one that gives us all 
we need to live our dreams and prepare for the 
adventure of tomorrow’s world. 

This is what it means to be educated for life. This is 
what it means to be a Shirburnian. 

What we stand for

“ The highest accolade of the year isn’t 
awarded for academic brilliance, sporting 
success or musical accomplishment. It’s the 
Bow Award, and it’s given to the boy who 
has best supported those around him.” 
Dr Tim Filtness, Deputy Head (Academic)
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What is the beating heart of Sherborne? 

Few would deny that academic achievement is a key 
aspiration. It is a measure of success, opening the way 
to a bright future and ensuring that, for our boys, 
anything is possible. 

We understand that academic success is about much 
more than impressive exam results. So we provide a 
rigorous and stimulating environment for intellectual 
growth with regular lectures, seminars and workshops 
complementing classroom learning and encouraging 
boys to reach new heights. 

Our single-sex environment provides the ideal 
conditions for boys to develop. Free from distraction, 
they have the space to focus on their studies and be 
themselves, secure in the knowledge that in this School 
conscientiousness is encouraged, and achievement 
lauded. 

To augment their learning, we operate a one-to-one 
tutorial system. This ensures boys benefit from 
individualised attention, helping them develop as 
thinkers and grow as people.

The mark of a Sherborne education is that it stays with 
you for life. The habits of learning acquired in School 
endure, meaning that Shirburnians are inquisitive, 
erudite and knowledgeable, with a genuine desire to 
stretch themselves and fulfil their potential.

A commitment to academic 
excellence



“ The tutor system is vital to our success.  
We develop really close bonds with our 
personal tutors, who help steer us through 
School life and identify how to achieve the 
best possible success.” 
George, Sixth-former 
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A broad curriculum

“ Teaching is praised by boys and parents 
alike, many commenting that lessons are 
stimulating and inspiring, and that teachers  
go the extra mile to help.” 
The Good Schools Guide 



At Sherborne, we believe that every 
boy should have a chance to find his 
niche and excel in it. 

We achieve this by paying close attention to every 
single boy as individuals, identifying their  
strengths and helping them plot a path through 
School life that provides inspiration, stimulation 
and challenge. 

Thanks to our wide-ranging curriculum, it is 
possible to flourish in a variety of academic 
specialisms. From traditional subjects like 
Mathematics, the Sciences, and English Literature 
to creative disciplines like Art and Design 
Technology, our combination of specialist  
staff and first-class facilities provides the ideal 
conditions in which to thrive. 

What is more, by providing every opportunity  
to enhance knowledge through our packed 
programme of clubs and societies, and through 
seminars, lectures and extended project work,  
we set up an environment marked by academic 
vigour and intellectual stimulation.  

The result is an enquiring community where  
boys develop a thirst for knowledge and 
confidence in exploring new ideas. This sets  
them up for a bright future, whatever path  
they follow.
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Everyone knows that many of the  
professions our children will end up 
doing are yet to be invented. So our 
challenge is to prepare boys for  
a future that hasn’t taken shape.

We ensure our boys are ready for anything, and 
have the confidence to shape the world around 
them. Our education is oriented towards a world 
that is unfolding. We always have an eye on the 
horizon, scanning it for opportunities and relishing 
the challenge of the unknown. 

We empower boys to think big, to look beyond 
their immediate surroundings and have confidence 
in their capacity to effect and embrace change. 
We are committed to equipping boys for the 
future. For the majority, that involves study at 
Oxbridge or other Russell Group universities, or 
possibly a high-quality university overseas. But 
whatever they choose to do, by the time they leave 
us our boys are more than ready to face the world. 

Education for tomorrow’s 
world

“ Sherborne focuses on developing character 
as well as intellect. It was always clear to  
us what we’d need to be like to succeed in 
the world of work. That’s stood me in good 
stead throughout my career.” 
Alex, Old Shirburnian 
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“ When we visited a swing band 
rehearsal was in, yes, full swing, led 
by the exuberant Director of Music. 
The boys looked like they were 
having the time of their lives.” 
The Good Schools Guide 



When it comes to being formed as 
a person, academic study is only one 
part of the equation. 

At Sherborne you’ll discover creativity around every 
corner. We understand that flourishing for our boys 
involves more than academic success. So we help 
them cultivate a rich variety of interests and 
enthusiasms, especially in Music, Drama and Art. 

Our famous alumni bear witness to our success in 
each of these areas. But more importantly, the high 
value we attach to the creative arts, and the space 
we create for boys to pursue them, show just how 
vital they are to Sherborne’s culture, and to our 
boys’ future success. 

Valuing creativity, encouraging growth

Our Music School gives boys 
access to a state-of-the-art 

recording studio, sound-
proofed rehearsal rooms and  

a 120-seat recital hall. 
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Space to shine 

Whether through the soaring choruses of the 
Chapel Choir, the busy cycle of lessons for 
instrumentalists, the orchestras and bands and 
choral groups rehearsing late into the evening,  
or the ebb and flow of concerts and public 
performances, Music is at the heart of everything.  
It flows through our veins.

We take pride in the fact that no pupil ever has to 
choose between Music and Sport. Both activities 
have their own space in our seven day a week 
schedule, ensuring they don’t clash. The result  
is a culture in which they have equal status, and 
excellence in either or both is celebrated and 
enjoyed by the whole School. 

It is a very similar story with Drama – perhaps 
unsurprisingly in a School that has produced so 
many fine actors. Boys have the chance to 
participate in annual House plays, as well as School 
plays and joint productions with Sherborne Girls. 

What is more, with access to facilities such as our 
world-class Music School, Tindall Recital Hall, 
Sherborne Abbey and the Powell Theatre, boys  
gain invaluable experience at performing on the  
big stage. And if they prefer not to be in the 
limelight, there’s ample opportunity for them to 
develop skills behind the scenes too. 



“ No one is pigeon-holed at Sherborne. We’re given so many 
opportunities to discover our passions both in and beyond the 
classroom. Everyone’s talents are appreciated. So whether 
you’re artistic, academic, musical, great at sport or brilliant at 
debating, you’ll find your niche in this community.” 
Peter, Sixth-former 
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Artistic endeavour 

As well as encouraging excellence and 
participation in the performing arts, Sherborne 
has a culture in which all creative endeavour is 
prized. We have an art gallery on site, exhibiting 
work by artists of international renown. This 
inspires boys to pursue their own enthusiasms, 
and many demonstrate a real flair for drawing, 
print making, photography or digital design. 

We believe that boys who learn how to be 
imaginative are better prepared for the future, 
because they can think on their feet and have 
confidence in their ability to formulate ideas and 
influence people. That is the gift of creative 
thinking, and it’s one that we give to every boy  
in our community.

“ The teachers are all so incredibly 
supportive. My son has been given  
a unique combination of direction and 
freedom to grow into himself as a 
curious, kind, confident and attentive 
teenager.” 
Amelia, parent
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Sherborne has an extremely vibrant 
sporting scene and the habits acquired 
on the sports field stay with our boys 
for life. 

Unlike many independent schools we don’t 
trammel our boys down a particular path. Instead, 
we give them freedom to find their favourite sport. 
Then, if they wish to pursue excellence, we do all 
we can to help them along the way. 

We’re proud to have a number of high-flying 
sportsmen in our community. For example, some 
of our boys participate in the academies of local 
rugby clubs, others train alongside elite athletes 
and swimmers, and others have already 
represented their country in their chosen discipline. 

What is more, our teams perform extremely 
successfully in tournaments and leagues, 
frequently emerging as champions or becoming 
the team to beat.

But in among these achievements, individual and 
corporate, is a culture that celebrates sport for all. 
We want every pupil to experience the thrill of 
physical activity, whether they line up for the Firsts 
or the Fifths, or simply enjoy an afternoon jog in 
the countryside. 

“ Sport helps shape our culture at 
Sherborne. We encourage everyone 
to find an activity they enjoy in the 
hope that they’ll stick with it even 
once they leave School.” 
Dave Guy, Director of Sport 

Sporting Life
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The cricket facilities are some of the best 
in the country. We have seven pitches,  
12 new all-weather nets and 14 good 
quality grass nets for practice, and the 
main pitch, The Upper, is the envy of 
many schools and clubs. 



“ Sport is a big deal here and there are lots of unbeaten teams.  
Acres of playing fields (just a 10 minute walk away), plus tennis 
courts, sports hall, fitness suite, two Astroturfs (one floodlit), 
25-metre indoor swimming pool, four squash courts, five fives  
courts and an indoor shooting range.” 
The Good Schools Guide 
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A community of care



Thanks to our full-boarding ethos, boys are 
busy with a packed programme of activities, 
academic study, co-curricular pursuits and an 
active social life seven days a week.

In this busy setting, it is vital that we look after our boys. 
That is why we provide individualised pastoral care, through 
our tutor system, our Boarding Houses, and through the 
ministry and presence of our Chaplain. 

As a Christian foundation, 
collective worship is central to 

Sherborne’s life. The whole 
School meets twice a week in 

the Abbey – an historic place of 
worship in whose shadow we 

are lucky to live and work. 
These services provide a time 

to come together as a 
community and reflect 

prayerfully on all that we do, 
and all that we wish to be.
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Sherborne’s Boarding Houses are all located  
within easy reach of the School. Pupils treat them 
as a home from home. They become the focus  
of close relationships of reciprocity and mutual 
respect, with older boys setting a clear example  
of compassionate care for their younger 
contemporaries. Housemasters and their teams 
are a crucial point of contact for boys and their 
parents, providing continuity at an important 
moment in the boys’ lives. 

In the classroom, boys have the space to explore 
their identities without distraction in a supportive 
single-sex environment. But thanks to our proximity 
to Sherborne Girls, they benefit from the chance to 
socialise and collaborate with girls – providing the 
ideal grounding for life beyond School.

“ The boys’ personal development is 
excellent. They are unassumingly 
confident, self-aware and emotionally 
mature.”  
Independent Schools Inspectorate
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There is never a dull moment for a 
Shirburnian. 

At the heart of this are our co-curricular activities, 
which provide a huge variety of opportunities.  
The unifying theme is that each activity helps 
develop a boy’s skills or interests, giving him the 
chance to grow as a person. 

As with our approach to sport, we do not prescribe 
what boys get involved with. But we do insist that 
they get involved with something. So whether they 
broadcast on the airwaves of Radio Sherborne, 
tramp across the countryside in pursuit of a  
Duke of Edinburgh’s Award, flex their rhetorical 
muscles in the Debating Society or dive in with the 
Scuba Club, they’ll foster an interest that stays  
with them for life. 

Life in all its fullness



“ Sherborne is the home of opportunity. 
It is great at recognising boys’ 
individual talents, and helping them 
develop through a brilliantly diverse 
programme of co-curricular activities.” 
Bently, Sixth-former 
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In addition to School-centred activities, we 
encourage boys to participate in regular study 
trips all around the world. In recent years,  
pupils have travelled to the battlefields of the 
First World War and undertaken field trips to 
countries including New Zealand, Greece, 
Barbados, Qatar and Italy – all on School visits 
designed to enhance their educational 
experiences and broaden their horizons. 

This is how we’ll ensure our boys have a  
global perspective: by showing them the world, 
in all its diversity and helping them find their 
place within it.



Lessons learned in the 
outdoors improve 

perseverance, organisation 
and problem solving  

– all of which are crucial to 
success in today’s world.
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Sherborne has long been recognised 
for its wonderful setting. 

The town itself combines beautiful architecture 
with a vibrant cultural life, complemented by the 
peace and tranquillity of the nearby Dorset 
countryside and the convenience of easy access to 
London and other major cities.

Add that to our unique partnership with and 
proximity to Sherborne Girls and you have a 
perfect setting in which to learn and grow. It is  
in this environment, with both the energy given by 
focus and the social normality resulting from 
co-location, that enthusiasms of all sorts are born. 

We take full advantage of our beautiful location. 
Boys pass through town frequently as they move 
around our campus, and are greatly valued in the 
community. 

Of course the famous Abbey dominates, 
architecturally and culturally, reflecting our own 
Anglican foundation and providing a liturgical 
rhythm for daily life. We hold regular services in the 
Abbey, as well as in our own Chapel, and work 
closely with its staff to enrich the culture of town 
and School alike.

We see ourselves very much as a part of the town’s 
fabric. Most would agree that it feels less special 
when the boys aren’t here. They are a part of its 
very substance, breathing life and light into its 
beautiful streets. 

An ideal setting 
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One way in which they do this is through careers 
mentoring. This shows pupils what the professional 
world looks like, and how to find a place within it. 
Allied to the work of our careers team, that means 
boys are well-prepared for their next steps. In the 
vast majority of cases, this involves university study, 
but we also provide comprehensive support for 
boys pursuing other options. We’ll even help them 
plan a year out. 

The future is an exciting place for our boys. 
Entering it marks the moment of their becoming 
– when they leave the School as the person they 
longed to be, secure in the knowledge that their 
experience here will stay with them forever.

Stepping out into the world 

The greatest gift we can impart to our 
boys is a readiness to leave. 

In our experience, boys feel a mix of sorrow and 
excitement at the moment of their departure: 
sorrow because they are leaving a community that 
has formed them and excitement because they  
will carry that community into the world, reshaping 
it in the way that only a Shirburnian can. 

In that respect, Old Shirburnians are vitally 
important to us. They live our values in the world, 
establishing our culture far and wide and in many 
cases continuing to make a profound contribution 
to the life of the School. 



“ We encourage boys to identify their skills and 
interests throughout their time here – so that  
they have a sense of what they’d like to do next  
– and we do everything in our power to help  
them achieve it.” 
Tim Dawson, Oxbridge Coordinator 
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No words can do justice to the 
excitement, vibrancy and character at 
the heart of Sherborne. To experience 
these things, you need to visit the 
School and see for yourself. 

So do please come and visit us. You’ll have  
a chance to explore our world-class facilities, meet 
our staff and enjoy the wonderful surroundings of 
Sherborne. 

Most importantly, you’ll meet some of our boys. 
They’re the greatest advertisement we have, and 
are greatly looking forward to sharing their passion 
for Sherborne with you and your son. 

To arrange a visit or to find out more, please 
contact our Admissions Department:

Sherborne School
Abbey Road
Dorset DT9 3LF

01935 810403
admissions@sherborne.org

sherborne.org

What to do next

“ A terrific boys’ boarding school in  
a breath-taking golden setting. 
Sherborne, with its strong sense of 
community, good academic results 
and opportunities galore on all fronts, 
succeeds in combining the best  
of ancient and modern without 
diminishing either. For parents 
debating the merits of single-sex 
versus co-ed schools for their sons,  
it offers the best of both worlds.” 
The Good Schools Guide



 1550
 School re-founded

90
  per cent full boarding 

 80
 music concerts and recitals per year 

2
 hours from London Waterloo

60
 acres of sports pitches

50
 co-curricular clubs and activities

Sherborne by numbers
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Sherborne School
Abbey Road
Sherborne
Dorset DT9 3LF

01935 810403
admissions@sherborne.org
sherborne.org


