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I am often asked by prospective 
families what makes for a good 
school? My response is that such a 
school must strive for the highest 
standards in everything it does – 
from the manner of all the staff to 
the presentation of the pupils. 
Such standards breeds a pride in 
the school and develops within the 
pupil an inner discipline and 
respect which they will take with 
them throughout life. But this is 
not the sole indicator of a good 
school. 

A good school must have a clear 
Vision for its pupils in terms of 
what is important now and what 
the school aspires to be in the 
future. A Vision enables every 
pupil to share in the life of the 
school and to genuinely support 
the Head and the staff in achieving 

higher goals. Along with this 
Vision the school must have a 
clear Ethos which needs to be 
articulated by everyone involved 
in the institution and a set of 
Values which staff and pupils 
believe in and hold to be impor-
tant. Such permanency in this fast 
and ever changing world gives the 
pupil ‘Anchors’ in their lives: Our 
Ethos is to care for our pupils so 
that they feel empowered to 
develop their talents in many 
different ways. We also want our 
pupils to be rooted in the Chris-
tian Values of kindness, compas-
sion, consideration, service, 
contribution to others and an 
openness to God on which they 
can build their lives and which will 
be their inspiration in good times 
and comfort in bad. 

I also believe passionately in a 
school which encourages its 
pupils to trust in themselves and 
to be bold enough to embrace 
change and to make it their friend. 
Over the past 12 months, such 
change has been embraced by the 
College in the opening of a new 
Sports Centre, Creative Design 
Centre and Sixth Form Centre. 
Change also presents itself in the 
A Level curriculum, but we will, as 
ever, rise to this challenge, with 
the best interests of our pupils 
always at the forefront of our 
thinking. 

James Murphy-O’ Connor 
MA (Oxon) 
Headmaster, Prior Park College
Principal, Prior Park Schools

What makes  
                     for a good school?

Headmaster of Prior Park College, 
Mr James Murphy-O’Connor  
& Mrs Ali Murphy-O’Connor
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Academic  
Life

Prior Park is committed to outstanding 
teaching and learning and seeks to 
remain at the forefront of curriculum 
creativity and continuity. We provide a 
stimulating, challenging and joyful 
ethos, conducive to learning, where 
everyone is valued and achievements 
are celebrated. 

We encourage pupils to think for  
themselves, form opinions and  
communicate well. They respect other 
points of view but debate vigorously. 
Academic rigour is combined with  
creativity and cultural opportunities.  

While we are proud of our A* and A 
grade students whose results are  
reflected in our outstanding A Level and 
GCSE results, along with our 

extraordinary EPQ (Extended Project 
Qualification) record, we are just as 
proud of our B and C grade students 
who are encouraged and supported by 
our teachers to believe in themselves 
and exceed their own expectations. 

Our staff are creative in their approach 
to teaching; employing new, proven 
techniques, understanding different 
learning styles and teaching in a broad 
way to meet individual needs. This  
dedicated, inspired team finds new ways 
to bring the curriculum to life and to 
make it relevant to today’s students, so 
they can engage with the wider world 
from an informed perspective. 

Academic  
rigour is 
combined with  
creativity and  
cultural 
opportunities. 
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Pastoral 
Life

The Prior Way
-  Treat other people as  
 you would like to be treated 
-  Forgive 
-  Listen 
-  Share      
-  Show good manners 
-  Be honest 
-  Be kind and helpful 
-  Be your best self 

At the core of a Catholic school’s 
mission is educating the whole person 
by providing for all aspects of human 
development: intellectual, social and 
spiritual. 

The distinctive nature of a Catholic and 
Christian education comes from being 
grounded on the person and teaching of 
Jesus Christ.  This is expressed in many 
ways within the Prior Park College 
community, and a child-centred  
statement of values and attitudes has 
been endorsed in “The Prior Way”.  
 
Parents and staff work together to help 
children develop into happy, balanced 
individuals. Our PSHCE and Personal 
Development Programmes aim to 
educate children to be effective citizens 

who understand a great deal about 
themselves and others, both spiritually 
and personally.

Our House System underpins our 
Pastoral Care Programme. The House 
is a physical location where pupils meet 
their tutors and their Housemaster or 
Housemistress and is the base from 
which they operate each day. Much  
of the day-to-day pastoral care is  
developed within the Houses, which 
foster a strong sense of community in 
which all members know each other 
well. 

The pursuit of study, strong pastoral 
care, religious life and personal  
formation are integral to Prior Park. 
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Creative Design
Our Creative Design Centre was  
recently opened by Sir Christopher 
Frayling and it provides a spacious, 
stimulating, light and airy space in 
which our artists and designers can 
create and thrive. They work in close 
proximity and thereby inspire each 
other and broaden their creative  
horizons.  

Prior Park has an enviable reputation 
for the quality of creative art. Through 
the study and practice of the visual arts, 
we aim to promote personal growth by 
opening the individual to his or her own 
creative practice. The breadth of media 
available for students to investigate is 
wide; in addition to traditional media of 
painting, printmaking and sculpture, 
students have the opportunity to work 

on installations, embrace digital media 
and utilise tools such as laser cutters to 
produce highly finished pieces. 

Our Design and Technology Depart-
ment has recently been recognised as a 
Centre of Excellence by Hobarts, one of 
the UK’s leading retailers in high quality 
laser cutters and 3D printers. This is in 
recognition for the exemplary standard 
of work the pupils produce using laser 
processing and 3D printing technolo-
gies. Only 14 other schools in the UK 
have achieved this status. The depart-
ment specialises in designing and 
manufacturing high quality items and 
artefacts from functional/conceptual 
products or models to full engineering 
solutions. 
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Drama
Drama holds a mirror up to ourselves; it 
is a constantly changing, alive medium 
with insights into every facet of human 
nature. It allows students to express 
themselves, think on their feet, learn 
how to function within a group, and 
explore the history and development of 
theatre and the performing arts.  

The Drama Department at Prior Park is 
extremely well resourced with its own 
professionally equipped 170 seat Julian 
Slade Theatre, the Mackintosh Dance 
Studio with padded sprung flooring and 
modern technical facilities and equip-
ment. We are also very fortunate in 
having a dedicated Theatre Technician/
Manager to support all productions 
taking place within the College. On 
average between 15 and 20 productions 

a year take place under the umbrella of 
the department.  

As well as offering drama to every 
student at the school, we are also very 
proud of our successes in placing 
students at nationally and internation-
ally recognised drama schools. These 
include; The Actors Studio in New York, 
The London Academy of Music and 
Dramatic Art, The Guildhall School of 
Speech and Drama and more locally the  
Bristol Old Vic Theatre School. Many 
students go on to pursue professional 
careers in the performing arts in  
theatre, television and film, both in 
front of the lights and behind the scenes 
as directors, producers and technicians. 
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Music
Music has a magical power for  
everyone. It opens doors, ears and  
eyes to the musical art and craft of the 
world, past, present and future. 

Pupils, parents, staff, even visitors 
understand very early in their  
acquaintance with the College that 
Music is simply part of the culture – a 
living, breathing part. Our own music 
making enriches our school community 
from Sunday Chapel Choirs to Band 
Night, from the hundreds of individual 
lessons to orchestras and chamber 
music, from weekly informal lunchtime 
concerts to school musicals and the 
excitement of the House Music  
Competition, musicians of every kind 
find opportunities to develop. 

Musicians at Prior Park find an  
audience, fulfil dreams and ambitions 
and build upon confidence and  
personality through innumerable kinds 
of individual and collective musical  
activity. Academic musicians, classical  
musicians, jazz and rock players, world  
musicians, singers, songwriters of all 
ages and styles grow and make new 
discoveries under the guidance of a 
stable, experienced and versatile team 
of top-quality teachers. 

Our artist-in-residence programme 
provides further inspiration and adds 
motivation for our musicians. 
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Sport

We have a philosophy of ‘sport for all’ as 
well as striving for sporting excellence 
through our teams and as individuals. 
The school has a strong fixtures list, 
usually fielding ten teams in each sport 
every Saturday. 

We value sport, not only for the overall 
health benefits and well-being of our 
pupils, but also for the enormous  
benefits it brings in terms of motivation, 
humility, team work, interpersonal 
skills and confidence. Our outstanding 
onsite facilities, including our state-of-
the-art Sports Centre, and dedicated 
coaching means that we are able to 
encourage pupils to achieve the highest 
standards. 
 
 

Our pupils are involved at international, 
national and regional level as tennis, 
rugby, netball, cricket and hockey  
players, athletes, swimmers and  
rhythmic gymnasts. The sporting  
Inter-House competitions involve 
nearly all pupils and engender great 
passion and friendly competition. A 
wide range of additional sports are also 
on offer at Prior Park and play a major 
part in the sporting life of the College. 

Major sports;
Rugby, Netball, Hockey, Tennis,  
Cricket, Rounders
Additional sports;
Athletics, Basketball, Football,  
Swimming, Table Tennis, Volleyball



1 6  P R I O R  PA R K  CO L L E G E  1 7T H E  P H O E N I X

The Sixth Form are the leaders of our 
student body and understand their 
responsibility as role models for young-
er pupils. By this time in their academic 
life, these young people have grown and 
matured, developing a sense of who they 
are and who they want to be. We support 
and encourage them to be self-motivat-
ed and clear about their goals, and to 
take ownership of their learning and 
their achievements. 

Our new Sixth Form Centre provides a 
spacious study area alongside common 
rooms and a cafeteria. Our seniors also 
have access to the Library and ICT 
Centre for quiet independent study.

The key competencies expected of 
graduating Prior Park students are a  

combination of knowledge, skills and 
attitudes. These competencies are 
interdependent and are particularly 
necessary for personal fulfilment and  
development: 

-  Compassionate, Christ-like outlook  
-  Leadership through service and  
 contribution  
-  Confidence, enthusiasm and   
 engagement  
-  Communication  
-  Independent Lifelong Learning 
-  Skills sharing & procuring  
-  Internationalism/Cultural   
 awareness and sensitivity 
-  Adaptability and Steadfastness

Leadership
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We are inspired and humbled by our 
beautiful environment, listed by the 
Oxford Royale Academy as one of the 
most beautiful boarding schools in the 
UK. Nestled within a 57 acre site, the 
College overlooks the world heritage 
city of Bath. 

Bath is rich in Roman and Georgian 
heritage, with iconic sites such as the 
Royal Crescent, The Circus, Bath 
Abbey, the Roman Baths and Pulteney 
Bridge. Located just under two hours 
from London and major airports, and 
with a direct train route, Prior Park 
College could not be better situated. 

For further, more comprehensive  
information on what we offer as a 
school, please visit our website. Here 
you will also find dates and online  
registration for our open events. We 
look forward to seeing you, and you can 
be sure of receiving a very warm Prior 
Park welcome.

 
www.priorparkcollege.com 
Find us on social media:

Inspiration



Ralph Allen Drive, Bath  BA2 5AH
Tel: +44 (0)1225 835 353 
Email: reception@priorparkschools.com
www.priorparkschools.com
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