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The BMS community is unparalleled in its support, guidance
and care for all students, and offers countless opportunities for
everyone. Bedford Modern has given me more confidence and
allowed me to take part in dozens of extracurricular activities
including science and charities societies, volunteering in my local
community, ballet and singing. BMS has developed my passion
and enthusiasm for all my subjects, it has deepened my interest
and made me more independent and intellectually curious. Here
I have achieved things I never thought I would, and I’ve always
been encouraged to push the boundaries and dare to dream.
BMS isn’t just a school, or a place to work, it’s a family.

                                                 Padma - joined BMS in Year 7

“

“

“

pic too small



I never felt like 
the 'new' person at
BMS. Everyone was
so accepting and 
I fitted in straight
away making the
transition to a new
Sixth Form really 
easy.

Olivia - joined BMS in Year 12 

“

“
Introduction
Our Sixth Form is made up of those students who
decide to stay at BMS together with those who
join us from a host of other schools and colleges.
All are equally welcome.

What is clear is that, in most cases, all are keen to complete
their schooling in a vibrant co-educational environment. They
see co-education as the natural step in preparation for the
realities of their chosen future pathways.  Some come
because of our excellent reputation academically or to take
advantage of the diverse co-curricular activities we offer.  

Our aim is to help students plan their future direction and meet
the goals that they strive to reach. We encourage students to
maximise their time in the Sixth Form by balancing the
inevitable hard work with the array of developmental
opportunities on offer. The CCF, academic and social societies
together with our fully embedded Outreach Programme
incorporating our local, national and international charity
initiatives ensure that there is something to cater for all tastes.

Our philosophy is clear: work is 
important and results do make 
a difference but ultimately
personality and passion are just as
significant.We prepare students not
only for A Level success but also for
life at university, work-related 
training or indeed a GAP year 
experience and for life in the years 
well beyond school.

John White
Director of Sixth Form

A Level results 2018

93%

A*-  C
83%

A*-  B

51%

A*-  A
17%

A*



The new multi-million pound Science Centre is an exceptional teaching and learning environment
which will inspire countless young scientists for many years to come.
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The facilities at BMS are one of the reasons I have stayed here for 10 years
now. From the incredible new science block to the modern sports facilities,
they are a real asset to the school and are there to give people the best
opportunity to excel in their field of sport, academia or even drama and
music. 

Although independent work and research is encouraged, the teachers and
tutors alike provide a supportive environment and are always happy to give
up their time for students, especially within our Sixth Form as pressures of
exams can sometimes be difficult to manage. The Sixth Form Centre itself is a
fantastic place to study where this support is always nearby.

Zac -  joined BMS in Year 3

“

“
The Rutherford Building, our Sixth Form Centre, has been
designed to support and stimulate students during this
all-important transitional phase of education. Our state-
of-the-art, fully-staffed study centre, café and modern
lounge are all part of this philosophy.

We offer a flexible curriculum with 29 subjects available
and a team of dedicated learning mentors to help
students to meet their academic goals. Year on year 
we achieve consistently high results across the board,
providing students with access to first choice universities
and work placements.

Facilities

Subject selection programmes are rigorous
and very flexible. Pupils and parents are extremely
positive about the comprehensive range of
subjects at all levels.

Independent Schools Inspectorate

“

“
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Fostering personal development is a crucial component of life in the Sixth Form at BMS. We recognise
that students are at a crossroads developmentally with a more independent lifestyle just two very
short years away. We approach personal development from the simple philosophy that life is about
more than just qualifications, specifications and taking examinations. Real life is about making
difficult, complicated decisions and we aim to equip students with a set of skills that will help them
become well-rounded individuals.

As well as offering a range of leadership opportunities inside and outside of BMS, becoming a senior
monitor or Head of House is something to which many aspire and is a responsibility taken very seriously. 

We run an Enrichment Programme in Year 12 that includes guest speakers on topical subject matters as
well as core information of an age-related nature. The Year 13 timetable allows students the flexibility to
choose from a wide range of extra activities, with academic and recreational pursuits ranging from the
EPQ qualification through to sailing and adventure!

The excellent monitor
system is valued equally by
those receiving support
and by the monitors
themselves as an effective
way of providing
additional care for the
individual at key points in
their school career and as
an opportunity to take
responsibility.
                          Independent Schools Inspectorate

“

“

I’m a part of the Combined 
Cadet Force at BMS which is one of
the largest organisations in school.
I’m extremely glad I joined because
I've been able to learn a huge
amount of important life skills such as
leadership, communication and
acting under pressure. It’s a really 
fun way to develop yourself in a
practical way, as well as a chance
to make lots of new friends. Through
CCF I’ve definitely had many 
once-in-a-lifetime opportunities from
sailing on HMS Ocean with US Navy
SEALs, to attending a Royal Visit.

Adam -  joined BMS in Year 3

“

“
Student support



I am very appreciative of the leadership roles I have been given. Being Senior Monitor for
Year 9, Vice Captain of the Netball first team, Head of Charities Committee and Deputy House
Captain has really allowed me to develop my organisation, teamwork and communication skills
which will be very helpful in allowing me hopefully to study medicine at university.
                                                 Meera-  joined BMS in Year 9

“ “

BMS has played a pivotal role in
developing my character over the years. The
wide range of opportunities and co-curricular
activities BMS provides has enabled me to
enhance my skillset both inside and outside
the classroom. The staff are truly supportive,
particularly in the sixth form where they will
strive to help each and every student achieve
their full potential, as well as encourage us to
be more independent learners.
                                                 Karthik -  joined BMS in Year 5

“

“

I have been fortunate enough to
have participated in multiple drama
productions and concerts, which have
always had a fantastic atmosphere and
community spirit, as well as adventuring
off to Gibraltar and South Africa for sports
tours! The opportunities are truly
staggering, and I headed off for three
weeks to India as part of a ‘personal
development’ trip over the summer.
Mixing across year groups is also a huge
strength at BMS, the multitude of co-
curricular activities, including the
(somewhat competitive!) house system,
ensures that there is a strong family
atmosphere at the school. I forget in
everyday life how fortunate we are to
experience the charisma, positivity and
challenge that BMS offers; it is a very
special place.
                                                 Lilys - joined BMS in Year 5

“

“



There are numerous opportunities to get involved in
Sport either at a competitive level by representing 
your House; of which there are six, or by representing
the School. The fitness centre is also very popular.

My BMS journey has been an exceptional
one. My main focus of school life has been the
hockey team and I play in the 1st XI. The fantastic
facilities the School has to offer has been vital to
improving my game. The gym provides you with
an opportunity to have your own personal
programme designed to help improve your
fitness, while the AstroTurf means I can practice
my hockey skills. 

Sarah - joined BMS in Year 4

“
“

I feel privileged to have attended BMS Sixth Form and been involved in a variety
of high profile performances. The standard of Performance Arts at BMS is beyond
the level you would expect at a school. It is a big commitment but the School helps
with time management and accommodates the balance between academia
and performing.
                                                 Simon - joined BMS in Year 5

“

“
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Sport has always been a passion of mine, in particular rugby and cricket.
Since joining Bedford Modern, I have taken part in a variety of sporting
opportunities from rugby to cross country to football to cricket. In the past year,
the senior rugby squads have played in Canada, football squads in Spain
and the cricketers have hosted a South African school. You do not get these
opportunities every day.
                                                 Thomas -  joined BMS in Year 3

“

“

Participation in the many productions, choirs 
and orchestral performances is very high, extremely
popular and greatly enjoyed by the large
audiences they attract.

Additional Information 
Fees £13,404 per annum

Bursaries We offer academic bursaries as
well as specialist subject-specific awards in
Design Technology and IT (ADIT), Performance
Arts, Music and Sport.  All applicants must pass
the entry assessment and for subject-specific
awards additional entry requirements apply.
Bursaries are means tested and early
registration is recommended.

www.bedmod.co.uk/admissions/bursaries

Reporting A combination of interim 
report grades, internal exam results with a 
full parents' consultation evening in both the
autumn and spring terms at which parents
meet respective subject teachers ensure 
that key staff remain in touch with parents 
on a regular basis.

Key Dates
Registration Deadline
Monday 03 December 2018
Year 12 Assessments
Saturday 12 January 2019
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The careers and higher
education guidance, led by
specialist staff, is greatly
appreciated by the pupils.

Independent Schools Inspectorate

“ “

With so many different opportunities
under one roof, BMS will teach you far
more than simply the subjects you
study.  From performing in productions,
to trekking across Savannahs, you
won’t know what to turn to first.
                                                     Thomas - joined BMS in Year 5

“

“

bedmod.co.uk
Manton Lane, Bedford MK41 7NT
tel: +44 (0) 1234 332500   
fax: +44 (0) 1234 332550   
email: info@bedmod.co.uk

/BedfordModernSchool  

@bedfordmodern  

bedfordmodern

Bedford Modern School is part of the Harpur Trust: a company limited by guarantee
Registered in England: Company Number: 3475202
Registered Office: Pilgrim Centre, Brickhill Drive, Bedford, MK41 7PZ
Registered Charity Number: 1066861

If you require this information in an alternative format, please contact externalrelations@bedmod.co.uk

Find all the information you need on
academic and co-curricular opportunities 
as well as travel arrangements at 

bedmod.co.uk

There is a wealth of support in place to help students make their 
university, work or training choices, including:

Transition programme into Year 12 

Year 12 Careers Day and a dedicated Careers Advisor

Specialist Oxbridge, medical and UCAS information evenings

Guidance with UCAS applications

Individual interviews regarding personal statements and GAP year 
opportunities.

In their report, published in January 2014, the Independent
Schools Inspectorate rated Bedford Modern School as
excellent in all categories. Throughout this document we
have used quotes taken directly from the report:
bedmod.co.uk/the-school

Future progression

A high proportion of
excellent teaching and pupils' 
very positive attitude to their
studies indicate a high rate of
academic progress. In recent
years, almost all Year 13 leavers
have proceeded to degree
courses, the great majority to
their first choice of university.
Independent Schools Inspectorate

“

“


