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“To identify a cure or disease modifying therapy 
by 2025” 

G8 dementia summit, December 2013 
 

The clock is already ticking on this compelling declaration made at 
the G8 dementia summit in London which set in motion a global 
action against dementia.  I was both delighted and excited to be 
appointed as World Dementia Envoy to tackle one of the biggest 
global challenges we face in the 21st century.  I am grateful to the 
UK Prime Minister, David Cameron, for affording me this unique 
opportunity.  With more than thirty years of experience spanning 
medical science and business, deep knowledge in biostatistics, 
and a strong calling to public health, I have devoted my career to 
helping develop new medicines. I believe that I can help make a 
difference.    
 
I feel a deep personal connection to the dementia agenda 
because my mother suffered from Alzheimer’s disease during the 
last 18 years of her life. I saw first-hand the devastating impact on 
her and those that loved and cared for her. The ambition to 
identify a cure or disease-modifying therapy for dementia by 2025 
and to increase significantly the amount of funding for dementia 
research to reach that goal is a challenge that requires passion to 
resolve. I will bring that passion. 
 
I also bring a desire to help strengthen the global community of 
experts and influencers working together to conquer this 
challenge.  I have made a commitment to increased 
communication about the work I am undertaking with this 
newsletter as a first start. 

 

 



My role has two major strands of activity. First, I will be working with the World Dementia Council, 
which met for the first time at the end of April, and other international experts to stimulate innovation 
and coordinate global efforts to attract new sources of finance. Second, I will work with governments 
and stakeholders to tackle the economic, regulatory and social barriers to innovation in dementia 
prevention, treatment, care, and, ambitiously, cure. 

 
I would welcome your feedback, via my Private Secretary, Lee McGill, at 
lee.mcgill@dh.gsi.gov.uk. 
 
My best wishes, 

 
Dr Dennis Gillings CBE 
World Dementia Envoy  

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
Working with the UK Government, Dr. Gillings has convened a World Dementia Council to support 
him in his work.  It comprises fourteen members, all senior experts in their field.  For a full list of 
current members, please see the Global Action Against Dementia webpage.  
   
The World Dementia Council members bring different perspectives from a range of disciplines and 
nations.  The Council is serious about making a fundamental breakthrough within a generation by 
providing independent, non-governmental advocacy and leadership.  The views expressed by the 
Council will be independent of any Government and not representative of Government policy. 
Members will speak freely and clearly as to what they believe must change. 
 

 
 
 



Over the next year we have agreed to work to achieve meaningful and specific changes in the 

following priority areas: 

 

1. Finance 
 
To propose new incentives and financial structures that drive new investment by lowering risk and 
increasing reward.  

 
 

2. Research collaboration 
 
To develop incentives that will catalyse new research partnerships between government, academia 
and industry, with an emphasis on entrepreneurial effort and a patient-focussed research approach. 
 
 

3. Regulation and trials  
 
To seek to harmonise the regulatory pathway and find other ways to make it more flexible and 
efficient in order to accelerate drug development.  
 
 

4. Sharing knowledge 
 
We will put our weight behind global efforts to build single inventories of research activity and 
databases.  In addition, we will address disincentives for collaboration in both industry and academia 
and increase opportunities to share data and establish network and platforms for synthesising and 
disseminating knowledge to different stakeholders.  
 
 

5. Health and care 
 
To identify and disseminate innovative practice in the care of people with dementia as well as their 
families and other carers and make these and existing practices available to those with 
dementia throughout the world.    
 
 

6. Awareness   
 
To raise public awareness of the scale of the economic and social challenge we face and the 
urgency of the need for a radical global response. 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 
The Council met for the first time in London on 30th April 2014.  At this inaugural meeting, it 
considered how to unlock the brainpower and financial muscle required to meet the objective from 
the 2013 G8 Summit to identify a cure or disease modifying therapy by 2025.  
 

 
 
The Council members agreed that the staggering economic impact that dementia is having globally 
highlights the urgent need for global experts to come together to encourage new research into 
dementia. To this end, the Council agreed to work over the next year to identify the barriers to 
innovation and improve the conditions around investment.  
 
At this meeting, the World Dementia Council also agreed its ‘statement of purpose,’ to stimulate 
innovation for treatment of dementia, appropriately balance care and cure initiatives to include 
community contributions, protect those at risk, and generate a real, measurable impact on dementia 
prevalence by 2025.  
 
 
 

 
 

Dr Gillings’ first visit as Envoy was to the ICM Brain and Spine Institute in Paris 
with Jeremy Hunt, the Secretary of State for Health in England.  They 
exchanged ideas with an impressive group of French research leaders and 
senior officials on how to coordinate efforts to fight dementia and ensure that 
communities and public services are ready for the increasing population of 
people with dementia. France will be a key player in delivering on the goals 
agreed at the 2013 G8 Dementia Summit and the visitors heard about key 
successes, including the creation of specialist memory centres for diagnosis 

and centres for the management of behavioural disorders; the integration of health and social 
services; and a strengthening of research. 
 



 
In Rome on 9 April 2014, Dr Gillings addressed a conference hosted by the Italian Health 
Ministry.  The conference covered a range of issues, including dementia and clinical trials. Here, he 
met some Health Ministers as well as representatives from the European Commission and the 
World Health Organization. In a bilateral meeting with Beatrice Lorenzin, the Italian Health Minister, 
they discussed the importance of making progress in finding a cure for dementia and the need to 
build momentum following last December’s G8 Dementia Summit.  
 
 
 

 
 
OECD has announced it will work with the UK Government to support the work of the World     
Dementia Council.  Plans are under discussion regarding how OECD can support the delivery of a 
number of the 2013 G8 Dementia Summit Declarations commitments including the possibility of 
OECD supporting a future Council meeting in Paris in July. 

 
 

 
 
Alzheimer’s Disease International has worked to develop a Dementia Directory containing names 
and contact details of key people and organizations currently working to tackle dementia.  This 
network can be used to exchange information about new research issues, including studies 
underway or planned, around the world. The intent is for the Directory to grow in the coming weeks 
and months. This newsletter has been emailed to everyone in the Directory.  If you know of people 
who would like to be added, please email this e-newsletter to them.  For those receiving this 
newsletter second or third hand and would like to be included in the Directory, please email your 
request to michael.brown1@dh.gsi.gov.uk. 

 
 

 
 

The UK Government is developing a ‘digest’ of relevant research and other useful information on the 
state of the science in dementia. More information including a link to an initial version of the digest 
will be included in the next newsletter including details of how you can contribute to its 
enhancement. The goal is for the digest to become a self-updating current global compendium for 
all dementia efforts. 

 
 

           Read more the Dementia Challenge and the World Dementia Council.  

 

 

 



 


