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WELCOME
INTRODUCTION
Our Synagogue follows the Orthodox tradition. Our service is in Hebrew except for
the prayer for the Royal Family, the sermon and other occasional prayers.
The Saturday (Sabbath) morning is the most important weekly service. It starts at
9.15 am and ends sometime between 11:45 am and 12 pm. Although all
congregants are encouraged to arrive at the beginning not all do so. So you need
feel no embarrassment if you arrive during the service but if you are coming for a
Barmitzvah we suggest arriving before 10.00 am.

DRESS
All males must have a head covering; either a hat or a skullcap (Koppel or Kippah).
If you need one please ask for the latter in the Synagogue lobby before entering
the prayer hall (Shul). It is also customary for married ladies to have a head
covering.
Our non-Jewish male guests need not worry about wearing a prayer shawl (Tallit).

ENTERING THE SYNAGOGUE
As in any Orthodox congregation, men and women sit separately. In our
Synagogue, ladies sit upstairs and men sit downstairs. The steward in the lobby
will direct you to the appropriate doors.
Upon entry into the prayer hall do not proceed beyond the doorway if the
congregation is standing. You may sit anywhere, so if you are early, do not
necessarily sit at the back but choose a seat where you will have a good view of the
proceedings.
From the bookcase in the lobby of the Synagogue you should select a copy of the
small maroon or green Authorised Daily Prayer Book (Singers) and one of the larger
books entitled “Chumash”. The Chumash is the Five Books of Moses, which is
divided into sections (Sedrot), one for each week of the Jewish Calender Year plus
extracts from the Prophets appropriate to the weeks reading. Both have English
translations.

ORDER OF SERVICE
The Sabbath service is divided into three distinct parts, plus the Sermon:
(Please note that page numbers refer to the 1992 maroon Prayer Book.
Corresponding pages for other editions may be found at the end of this guide.)
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1. The Morning Service (Pages 15 to 33 and 287 to 361 in the Daily Prayer
Book).
This is an extended version of the everyday Morning Service. In essence it
emphasises the Sabbath as the G-d given day of rest and holiness. The early
part of this Section includes many excerpts from the Biblical Book of Psalms
and other passages from the Bible.

2. “The Reading” of the Law – the central point of the Sabbath Service.

The pages in the Chumash (which contain the Five books of Moses from
which the weekly reading is taken) will be announced. This usually starts
about 10.00 am and finishes between 11 am to 11.15 am. One or more
Scrolls of the Law (Sifrei Torah) are taken from the Ark to the Bimah and
unrolled on the Reading Desk. Each scroll, which is hand-written on
parchment, contains the first five books of the Bible i.e. Genesis to
Deuteronomy. The five books are read completely over a period of a year
with a section read every Sabbath. Each week’s reading is divided into
seven parts with part of the last one repeated. A male member of the
congregation is honoured by being called up to the reading of each part
which The Reader (usually our Rabbi) reads (chants). The chant is based on
notes originating many centuries ago. The first to be “called up” will be a
Cohen (a descendant of the Temple priests) and the second is a Levite. A
boy at his Barmitzvah (the point at which he becomes a fully responsible
member of the community) normally reads his own allotted portion of the
Torah Reading. Many boys read more.
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At the completion of the reading, the Scroll is lifted up so all can see it. It
is then rolled up and dressed. A member of the congregation reads (chants)
a passage from a book of the Prophets. The page number in the Chumash
will be announced. The notes of this chant are somewhat different from
the Torah reading. A boy will usually be given the honour of reading
(chanting) on the occasion of his Barmitzvah.
A prayer for the Royal Family follows in English (page 381 in the Daily Prayer
Book) and Psalm number 145 (page 387) is then sung.

3. The Sermon
The scroll(s) are then returned to the Ark (page 389) after which the Rabbi
normally delivers his sermon to the congregation.

4. The Additional Service (Musaf)
The congregation stand for the silent meditation (Amidah) - Daily Prayer
Book pages 395-409. The Reader then repeats the Amidah with responses
by the congregation, (the main one being called the Kedusha, after which
we may sit). Towards the end of the service a young boy will sometimes
lead the congregation in the “Song of Glory” (Daily Prayer Book page 419).
Just prior to the end of the Service, one of the Wardens makes the
communal announcements.
The Service ends with the singing of “Adon Olam” - Master of the Universe
(Daily Prayer Book page 425).
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5. Kiddush
At the end of the service it is customary to shake hands with one’s
immediate neighbours and wish them a peaceful Sabbath (“Good Shabbos”
or “Shabbat Shalom” are the usual forms of greeting). The congregation is
then normally invited to the hall where wine, biscuits, cake etc, are
offered. This is called “the Kiddush”. Please do not eat or drink until the
Rabbi has said the blessings (“grace”).

We hope that you enjoy your visit to our
Synagogue. If you have any questions, we will be
pleased to answer them, however there are times
during the service when we are not permitted to
speak, and therefore trust you will understand if
we cannot respond to you immediately.
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SOME ADDITIONAL NOTES
1. At the front of the Synagogue is a curtained off section called the Ark which
contains the “Scrolls of the Law”. In front of the curtain suspended from
the ceiling is a continually burning replica oil lamp, representing the eternal
presence of the Almighty. The congregation is led in prayer by a Reader
standing on the ‘Bimah’ – the raised platform in the centre.
2. You may find the decorum is not quite as you would expect, but please
remember the Synagogue did develop from a “Meeting House” which it is
called in Hebrew to this day.
3. The pages given in the Daily Prayer Book are those from the 1992 reprint
and may differ from other editions. Likely alternatives are printed below:-

Centenary
Maroon book
(1990 edition)

2006 Green
Book

Art Scroll

325
337
345

366
382
390

404
414
420

READING OF THE LAW

361

404

432

PRAYER FOR THE
ROYAL FAMILY &
STATE OF ISRAEL

381

420

395
419

434
458

462
484

425

464

12

MORNING SERVICE
(Shachrit)
Shochein Ad
Shema
Amidah

ADDITIONAL SERVICE
(Musaf)
Amidah
Anim Zemirot
(Song of Glory)
Adon Olam
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SHABBAT
SHALOM

(A Peaceful Sabbath)

Please leave this on your seat at the end of the service for other
visitors to enjoy.
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