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An outstanding property...



Dublin Business District 4 km • St. Stephens Green 3.8 km • Dublin International Airport 15km

• Dundrum Town Centre 5.5 km • Herbert Park 1.6 km Sydney Parade Dart Station 1.1km

A truly classical early – 20th century city residence of elegant proportions surrounded by
extensive private manicured gardens offering the discerning purchaser the opportunity to acquire
a magnificent family home close to Dublin City Centre. Situated on the wonderful renowned tree
lined Shrewsbury Road in prime Dublin 4, the house and gardens enjoy the enviable southerly

aspect and privacy.
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MELFORT,
SHREWSBURY ROAD, BALLSBRIDGE 

Melfort is one of the earliest houses developed on Shrewsbury Road during
Edwardian Period, sometime in the period 1897 to 1913, as it appears together with 
the adjoining house Hawthorn as being one of the two houses at this location on 
Shrewsbury Road at the time of the first official survey. We understand the house 

was built circa. 1906, undergoing further embellishments thereafter, to produce the 
outstanding residence being offered to the market today. 

Melfort stands on the Southerly side of Shrewsbury Road, the premier and the
most desirable address in Dublin City. Shrewsbury Road is a treelined thoroughfare,
connecting Ailesbury Road to the Merrion Road, just a short walk from Dublin City

Centre. The houses of Shrewsbury Road are predominantly of the Edwardian/
Victorian era and generally of substantial proportions with large gardens to the

front and rear.

Melfort is superb example of the classical detached Edwardian red brick city 
residence, enjoying extensive gardens, to include a mini orchard, off street parking 
and total privacy. The residence extends to approximately 471 sq. m. (5,070 sq. ft.).

The overall site extends to approximately 0.284 ha (0.7 acres) with mature 
manicured gardens to the rear and fore court and lawns to the front with ample 

private parking.

Melfort is entered from Shrewsbury Road through a recessed brick pillared
electrically operated wrought iron gates leading to a lantern lit gravel fore court.

There is also a separate pedestrian access onto Shrewsbury Road. The fore court
is bounded by box hedging, mature specimen trees, shrubberies and allows access

to the garage now used as a games room and an entertainment space. Melfort
is a perfect example of how to celebrate the period charm of such a house while

providing ample space for relaxed family life.



EXTENSIVE
RESIDENTIAL LIVING

The house is entered through the front door to the vestibule with Victorian tiled floor and plain 
cornicing then onto the hall. To the left is the formal dining room which features ornate plaster 
cornicing and frieze, central celling rose white, marble chimney piece with brass and iron inset. 

The floor is of polished wood planks. Next is the snug, laid out as a private bar, with large marble 
fireplace with brass and iron inset, tiled floor. Opposite is the wonderful drawing room, an elegant, 

light filled beautifully proportioned reception room, with Adams Style marble chimney piece 
incorporating brass and iron inset. To the rear of the hall is the large modern John Daly kitchen 

breakfast room with an extensive range of floor and wall mounted kitchen storage units. The 
6 oven AGA, with two traditional hot plates and covers further enhanced with a gas hob. The 

kitchen flows through to the family sitting room and informal dining room area with double doors 
to the Victorian/Edwardian styled veranda which takes full advantage of the southerly aspect of 
the rear of the house. The adjoining garage / party room with utility room, WC and wine cellar.

Taking the feature staircase to the first floor, here off the landing are 5 bedrooms. On the first-
floor return is bedroom 4, currently used as a study. This room is full of light with windows on 

two elevations. From the main landing the remaining bedrooms are as follows. To the front of the 
house is the principal bedroom with large en-suite and walk-in dressing room. The large en-suite 
is of a Romanesque style with ornate tiling surrounding the bath, separate shower unit and two 
vanity units. The further 3 guest or family bedrooms are all bright and airy with one sharing an 

interconnecting bathroom. There is also access to the roof terrace from the main hall landing. The 
house is presented in superb decorative order throughout.





SPECIAL FEATURES
Wonderful example of Edwardian classical early 20th century city residence

Box bay windows and working French doors
Exuding character with decorative cornice, embellished with decorative mouldings,

beautiful ceiling roses, dado rails and working shutters
Beautifully proportioned dual aspect reception rooms with feature fireplaces

Stunning hand crafted De Voyske Joyce carpets with border designed to match the ornate cornice detail
Formal dining room, which is dual aspect, with feature marble fireplace

Well planned bespoke designed John Daly English style kitchen with feature AGA and mini mate AGA,
Family room with informal dining room with double doors to covered terrace

Access to garage from informal living room
Bar lounge with fireplace

Cellar, utility room
Feature staircase with mahogany banister rail

Principle bedroom with substantial dressing room and bathroom suite
Further two bedrooms with Jack and Jill bathroom

Further 4th double bedroom and bathroom
Fifth bedroom presently laid out as a study

Access to roof terrace
Linen room, luggage room

External lighting
GFCH

Alarm CCTV
BER E1

The property is not a protected structure
The property could be redeveloped and extended subject to necessary planning permission











FLOOR PLANS
GROUND FLOOR FIRST FLOOR



HISTORY
Shrewsbury Road was named in the honour of the 1874 marriage of George

Herbert, 13th Earl of Pembroke to Lady Gertrude Chetwynd a cousin of the 19th
Earl of Shrewsbury. The road contains a great number of beautiful Edwardian

houses set in spacious and mature grounds. Over the years it became the home
of many of Dublin’s leading medical and legal families. There are 26 houses on

Shrewsbury Road and most of them date from the end of the 19th century to the
beginning of the 20th century.

Melfort (No 19) was home to an interesting literary and musical family, The
Starkies. Head of his family was Rt Hon. William Starkie, a former President of
University College Galway, the last High Commissioner for Primary Education in
Ireland, and a classical scholar. His wife (May) entertained all the leading literati
and musicians of the day in this house. Their children were talented musicians

and were winning prizes at the Feis Ceoil in 1916. The family had infamous music
garden parties, notable names who were entertained in the house were
W.B.Yeats and his brother Jack Yeats the painter and the Irish Literary

renaissance writer who wrote with the pseudonym AE George William Russell.
Among the children, Enid became Reader in French at Somerville College Oxford.

Her autobiography is called A Lady’s Child (1941). Walter Starkie became
Professor of Spanish at Trinity College, before setting up the British Council office

in Madrid. His autobiography is called Scholars and Gypsies (1963). Chou Chou
(Ida) Starkie was a gifted cellist, and played with many of the leading symphony
orchestras, becoming Professor of Cello at the Royal Irish Academy of Music.



EXCEPTIONAL
GARDENS

The secluded and private front garden is predominantly laid out with a lantern
lit gravel forecourt and mature specimen trees. The rear garden is exceptionally

private for a city centre residence. The extensive space is divided into two sections,
the first being immediately to the rear of the house. A feature of this section is the

Victorian/Edwardian style veranda, which takes full advantage of the southerly
aspect of the house and thus affording a covered space ideal for al fresco dining,
BBQ’S and general entertaining. The lawns are extensive with flowering colourful

variety of rose borders. A tall mature beech hedge divides this section of the garden
from the orchard and which is also interconnected with meandering pathways. The
orchard is planted with numerous flowering fruit trees, including cherry, apple, and
pear. The gardens have been so designed as to assist in easy minimal maintenance.



PREMIER LOCATION
BALLSBRIDGE FINEST

LOCATION

Shrewsbury Road is located in the heart of prime Ballsbridge, a wide leafy tree lined
avenue where many embassies and diplomatic residences historically are located

including various nations embassies and ambassador residences, such as the, French,
Spanish, Dutch, Polish, Finnish, and Chinese. Shrewsbury Road enjoys a leafy setting in

Dublin 4’s embassy belt with the convenience of being within walking distance of Dublin’s
Central Business District and St. Stephen’s Green.

The villages of Ballsbridge and Donnybrook are a short stroll away with their array of
fashionable shops, boutiques and restaurants. A wide range of recreational facilities

are nearby such as Herbert Park with its 32 acres of grounds with extensive range of
amenities that include bowling greens, football pitches, tennis courts, and café. Also close

by are the Aviva Stadium, the RDS Showgrounds and Fitzwilliam Lawn Tennis Club.

There is an excellent choice of schools and third level colleges on hand to include
Michael’s College, St.Conleths’s College, Loreto College St. Stephen’s Green, Muckross

College, Teresian Primary & Secondary School, UCD and Trinity College Dublin.
Ballsbridge benefits from many of the city’s top restaurants and hotels including Roly’s

Bistro, the renowned MAE restaurant, Inter-Continental Hotel and the Dylan Hotel. Sydney
Parade DART station is only a short walk and Dublin International Airport within easy

access via the Port Tunnel.
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Tenure
The property is Freehold

Local Authority
Dublin City Council

Viewing
Viewing strictly by private appointment with Colliers

Video
https://youtu.be/GJQEv4HSE7o

Catherine O’Connor
catherine.oconnor@colliers.com

T. +353 (0) 1 633 3700
M. +353 (0) 87 2508848

Marcus Magnier
marcus.magnier@colliers.com

T. +353 (0) 1 633 3700
M. + 353 (0) 86 255 5161

The above particulars are issued by Colliers and Knight Frank on the understanding that all negotiations are conducted through them. Ever care is taken in preparing the particulars which are for the guidance 
only and the firm do not hold themselves liable for any inaccuracies. Maps are not to scale and areas/dimensions are approximate. All reasonable offers will be submitted to the owners for consideration but the 

contents of this brochure will not be deemed to form the basis of any contract subsequently entered into. PSRA 001223 and PSRA 001880


