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Editorial

By Mike McConnell

Your May edition of the Messenger marks a season of
changes; not all of them welcome to everybody.
Although we have no report from the Village Hall
committee this month, it is obvious to anybody walking
the High Street that the long-discussed development has
now started.
On page 6 of this issue, you will find an article marking
the inauguration of the Meppershall Action Group
(MAG), set up to ensure that future developments are
considerate, proportionate and appropriate to the village needs. They are
seeking the support of villagers.
By the time you read this, the usual comment period on the application to
demolish 59 Shefford Road and build 150 new houses (CB/17/01041/OUT) will
have passed (though the Parish Council has requested an extension). That
application was filed after our deadline for the April edition, otherwise we
would have mentioned it. Looking at other planning applications, I notice that
this happens quite frequently, so if you are interested in keeping abreast of
these matters I recommend relying on MAG rather than on The Messenger.
With this issue you should have received a copy of a summary of the Village
Plan. As the working party explains in the article on page 10, it is also looking
for community engagement as it seeks to consolidate all the feedback it has
collected into a legally enforceable Neighbourhood Plan.
The changes that I’ve mentioned are also the subject of Lucy’s Page, (see page
28) and are mentioned in two of the three letters to the editor this month. As
usual, the report from the Parish Council meeting (page 14) has a summary of
all those applications that are awaiting a decision. That same report mentions
changes to the bus service from Meppershall. To expand, although the 89 bus
to Hitchin will be unchanged, from May 2nd the 79 service to Luton will be
replaced by a new bus numbered 78. The timetable1 for the 78 bus has fewer
journeys on weekdays and far fewer on Saturdays than the old 79 service. CBC
says that this follows from reduced funding from central government “austerity” and the fact that support for bus services is discretionary. A revised
timetable for the Wanderbus is included on page 34.
After all this, it is almost with a sense of relief that you can read about the
continued round of activities in our clubs, school and church.
1

See http://www.travelinesoutheast.org.uk/se/TTB/EFA01__00006697_TP.pdf
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Letters to the Editor
Mike,
On 4 May, there is a by-election for the Shefford Ward of Central
Bedfordshire Council; the polling station is in the Village Hall. I am
standing for the UK Independence Party, but local issues count for
more than party labels. Whereas I have lived in Meppershall since
1990, and am the Highways spokesman on your Parish Council,
the other candidates live in Shefford, Chicksands and Flitwick.
I totally share Meppershall’s concern with the tidal wave of housing
schemes. Development is meant to be sustainable, but local services
simply could not cope with the additional demand. More houses
would also mean more cars. A more robust public transport network
would help reduce the volume of traffic, but CBC has removed its
subsidy from many bus services, leading to drastic cuts.
Our service 79 to Luton has been replaced by service 78, cut to the
bone, and with extended journey times. Nor are route 72 services
from Shefford to Bedford and Hitchin after 1830, and all day on
Sunday and bank holidays still supported. Anyone who does not
drive, in particular the elderly and young people, will be badly hit.
And we still do not have a direct bus service to Arlesey station,
although car parking is at a premium and, from May 2018, it will
have direct services to Horsham via Gatwick Airport, an extended
off-peak service, and new 12-coach trains with many more seats.
So, do please take this opportunity to hold your Unitary Authority to
better account. Faced with a Conservative majority of 52-6, I cannot
promise to change the world. But another independent pair of
eyes and ears can only be for the better. It would be both an honour
and a privilege to serve you in that role.
Roger Smith
14 High Street
01462 815992

Click here to return to the Table of Contents
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Dear Editor,
As one drives into Meppershall from Shefford there is a MEPPERSHALL sign as
a welcome to our village. Below the sign somebody has carefully put a raised
flower bed. Although recently it had cheerful daffodils, they have all now died
back and it looks sadly neglected and is usually full of weeds. I feel that we
should greet people entering our village with cheer - not neglected flowers and
weeds.
Would whoever is responsible for this 'flowerbed' please let the Editor know
what he/she intends to do with it. If you are unable to keep it tidy, let
somebody else take over the planting or have it removed.
Name and address supplied but withheld at the writer’s request.
Dear Sir,
Would you be able to place a reminder to all drivers that leaving vehicles with
their engines running and unattended is illegal? It also adds to noise pollution.
Thank you.
Christine Renney
To the editor
Just a small thought. I visited Meppershall on Thursday 12th April and, on
entering, I noticed certain signs campaigning to stop more building and
preserve our village. Well, up until 2001, I had lived in Meppershall for about
50 years and it had steadily grown with various estates e.g. Brookside
/Brookmead /Orchard Close /and a few more up until the new Bovis estate,
where Taylors bus garage and nurseries were. Now, the parish council and
county council were warned that once you let in one major builder, you will
get more following, but this was ignored. I know full well, as I now live in
Milton Keynes, that people have to live somewhere, but I suggest that as
villagers you must all sing the same tune. That includes the council as well, as I
notice that the Village Hall site has now started to be developed. It’s all well
building houses but you must also provide other services. The schools, doctors
and bus services need to improve. So, work together not against, and you may
achieve more; and stop allowing massive estates, otherwise forget your village
as it will cease to exist as a village anymore and become a commuter belt, as
it’s well on its way to becoming now.
Regards,
Terry Game
Click here to return to the Table of Contents
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Meppershall Bottle Banks

Meppershall bottle banks are intended for household glass only.
Once again Central Bedfordshire Council have unfortunately received
information that the bottle banks located at Meppershall Village Hall are being
misused. Reports suggest that they’re being used to dispose of commercial
glass. This excess of glass leads to the banks filling up more quickly, leaving
little capacity for Meppershall residents to recycle their glass.
Don’t leave bottles, jars and other waste beside the banks.
The Council also have issues with bottles and other waste being continually left
on the ground when the banks are full. This type of fly-tipping can build up
and costs both time and money for it to be cleared.
So, please remember the bottle banks are on private property and the Council
doesn’t want to lose the goodwill of the landowner and be forced to withdraw
them.
If the bottle banks are full, please contact us Central Bedfordshire Council on
0300 300 8302 and we can arrange for the bins to be emptied. Likewise, if
anyone spots the bottle banks being misused then please contact us and we
can investigate the matter further.

Click here to return to the Table of Contents
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Meppershall Action Group

A large group of residents in Meppershall joined forces in February of this year
and formed Meppershall Action Group. We will be working closely with the
Parish Council, who have already given us their support. Our aim is to protect
the village from unsustainable over development which has no benefit to the
village. Our open spaces, wildlife, character, amenities and countryside are at
risk from these developments impacting the village now and in the long term.
We are working to plan for a sustainable future, whilst making sure that future
developments are considerate, proportionate and appropriate to the village
needs.
We need your support in achieving this. It is vital that when planning
applications for these large, unsustainable developments are put in to Central
Bedfordshire Council by developers, that as many objections as possible are
made. This can be done on-line or, if you are not comfortable doing this, one
of our representatives will be available at the village shop to assist you. Also,
blank forms will be available at the shop for you to complete and leave in a
folder marked for our attention. Comments or suggestions can also be left in
the folder - please make sure you leave your name and contact details so one
of the Group can get back to you.
Writing your objections in the form of a letter and posting it to Central
Bedfordshire Council is another option.
To show your support it is very important that you come to the monthly Parish
Council meetings held every second Monday of the month in the Village Hall at
7.45pm. Your support is vital. A representative of MAG will always be there
and available to hear your comments and concerns.
We must work together to protect our village and keep our countryside.
Meppershall Action Group

Click here to return to the Table of Contents
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The picture above shows members of the action
group at their event at the village hall on 8th April.
Covers by Request
Our cover this month shows the logo of the Meppershall Action Group.

Click here to return to the Table of Contents
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Meppershall Academy

By Nikki Moore

We have had a busy few weeks since my last post to the Meppershall
Messenger.
Our Year Three children had a very successful and enjoyable trip to
Mountfitchett Castle as part of their topic of “1066 and all that”. Of course,
they were fascinated to learn all about the different methods of torture and
execution!
Years One and Two spent a fantastic (if a little cold!) day at Salcey Forest
where they made some large scale environmental artwork, explored the forest
and walked above the tree tops.
Our youngest class spent the day at Woburn Safari Park where they learnt
more about different animal classifications and saw some amazing animals first
hand. We saw sea lions, wolves, rhinoceroses, lions, tigers, zebras, elephants
and giraffes to name a few.
All three trips were very successful and I was proud of all our children as they
all behaved so well and were a credit to us. A big thank you to the staff who
organised and came on the trips so that the children experienced learning
outside the classrooms.

Click here to return to the Table of Contents
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We welcomed many of our mums into the school to share a lunch with their
children to celebrate Mother’s Day. This was a well-supported event as I am
sure you can imagine.
In the final couple of days of the Spring term we had an Easter Garden
Competition and were delighted that we had 32 stunning entries. A big thank
you to Kim who had the almost impossible task of judging them! We also had a
colouring completion which was also very popular and an Easter Egg hunt. We
finished the term with a lovely Easter Service at St Mary’s Church where we
reflected upon the true meaning of Easter. After the service, parents and
grandparents came back to the school to see the Easter gardens and have a
hot cross bun and drink. Many thanks to MAPTA for organising these very well
– liked events. We look forward to an equally busy Summer Term!
Best wishes

Click here to return to the Table of Contents
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Draft Revised Village Plan

At the Parish Council meeting on 13th March, the Parish Plan
Working Group (also known as Meppershall Village Forum)
presented the draft revised Village Plan. The Council
adopted it as Meppershall Village Plan 2017-2027. Inside the
orange envelope delivered with this issue of The Messenger,
you will find a summary of the Village Plan and a leaflet
setting out a Vision for Meppershall as defined by you, the
residents. The full report can be found on the village website,
www.meppershall.org, or a printed copy can be obtained on
request to the Parish Council via The Clerk, Alessandra
Marabese at meppershallclerk@gmail.com. The full survey
data on which the new plan is based can be found on the
website meppershallvillageforum.wordpress.com
The Working Group is now handing over to the Parish Council
and the community to take the next steps. Parish Councillors
are already meeting in working sessions to translate the
Vision for Meppershall into specific actions. In particular, the
Parish Council is keen to turn all the information gathered
through the Village Plan consultation into a legally
enforceable Neighbourhood Plan.
One thing is already clear: it will require the whole
Meppershall community, including the Parish Council, pulling
together, to achieve changes, so what can you do to help
make change happen?
Happily, there is already evidence that residents are keen to
work together for a common end: for example, the
Meppershall Action Group (MAG) is harnessing many talents
in the village to challenge some immediate issues with
Housing Development. To take Meppershall from Good to
Click here to return to the Table of Contents
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Great, action is also needed in the other areas highlighted in
the Plan: Countryside and Outdoor spaces; Communication
and Engagement; Traffic Flow; and Amenities, Services and
Businesses. If you have an idea, interest or concern to share
with your fellow residents, the editor of The Messenger and
the administrator of the Facebook Meppershall Notice Board
would be glad to hear from you. Also, you can keep
informed, by attending Parish Council meetings on the
second Monday of every month and if you have something to
suggest, take advantage of the slot for public participation in
each Council meeting. Between meetings, you can contact
the Council via its Clerk.
The Meppershall Village Forum would like to thank all the
residents who have helped define this Village Plan by
providing their views, from the Summer Fair of 2015 through
the series of surveys during 2016. As a Group, we are proud
of what we have produced but we are well aware of how
much there is still to do: as someone once said, I believe it
was in one of our former overseas colonies, "you ain't seen
nuthin yet!"
Dick Bulley,
on behalf of the Parish Plan Working Group:
Cllr. Dick Bulley
Albane Lester
Cllr. Paul Smith
Cllr. Roger Smith

Click here to return to the Table of Contents
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The Meppershall Players

By Karen Mitchell

Mary Shelley’s ‘Frankenstein’ live on stage at Meppershall Village Hall Fri
5th & Sat 6th May. Tickets £10 (£8 Concessions Friday night only) on sale now
at Roger’s Bakery Meppershall 01462 813398 (tickets may also be purchased
on the door). Curtain up 7.45pm. This dark tale will have you asking the
question “who’s the monster” Dr Frankenstein or his creation?
Players’ diary for 2017 to date:
‘Frankenstein’ 5th & 6th May 7.45pm at Meppershall Village Hall
Players’ A.G.M. Wed 7th June 7.45pm at Meppershall Village Hall.
Pantomime read through Wed 21st June 7.30pm at Meppershall Village Hall
Pantomime Auditions Wed 28th June 7.30pm at Meppershall Village Hall
STMA Summer Fete 16th July 1-5pm Players Stall at Digswell Park Shefford
Pantomime Rehearsals Start Wed 2nd August 7.30pm at Meppershall Village
Hall
‘A Christmas Carol, the Panto’ 1st, 2nd, 8th & 9th December at Meppershall
Village Hall
**********************

Wanted!
One Piano Player for future pantomimes, variety shows & musicals
*******************
Find the Meppershall Players on Facebook (Meppershall Players Community)
Insta-gram, Twitter, Meppershall Village Hall Website, and the Players Notice
Board in the front foyer of Meppershall Village Hall.
The Players are always welcoming to new members; drop in to the Hall any
Wednesday evening. Just walk in and say hello (we’re a friendly bunch).
The Players meet every Wednesday evening at 7.30pm at the Village Hall.
Membership is currently free we welcome people from the age of 9 to 90+ to
indulge in all areas of theatrical performances, set-building, costumes,
directing, acting, make-up, song & dance, etc.
Interested? If so, we look forward to meeting you.
Karen Mitchell (Players’ Secretary) 01462 816336

Click here to return to the Table of Contents
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Significant Events
Margaret Taylor will be 84 on the 15th May
Josie Lane will be 92 on the 20th May
Fifi Simkins will be 83 on the 27th May
Mary Mitchell will be 82 on the 27th May
Doreen Pritchard will be 89 on the 31st May
Our congratulations to everybody who is celebrating a birthday in April.

Kathleen Drummond is pictured above celebrating
her 90th birthday on 7th April
Click here to return to the Table of Contents
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Parish Council Meeting on 10th April 2017
At the ordinary meeting of the Council in April, the main points discussed were
as follows:
During the informal part of the meeting Tony Brown (Central Beds Councillor
for Meppershall) informed the Council that the Local Development Plan is due
to go to public consultation in June this year with final implementation in
Summer 2018. Also out for public consultation at this time is CBC Car Parking
Proposals: details on the CBC website or from Priory House. He also reported
that at a recent open meeting on Policing the four areas of concern were
speeding, visible policing, nuisance parking and fly-tipping. Members of the
public at the parish Council raised concerns about the large number of houses
proposed in the village, the closure of the children play areas and the work
taking place in Nunswood.
Returning to the formal meeting:
Planning
The following proposals are still awaiting a decision: to demolish the bungalow
at 79 Shefford Road and build two 4 bedroom houses; the change of use of the
Sugar Loaf; the application for 38 dwellings on the land at 100 High Street;
construction of hard standing with gate and fence at Sandy View Lane and the
demolition of Stocken House, 59 Shefford Road and erection of 150 dwellings.
The outcome of the appeal to the Secretary of State by Hawthorn Leisure into
the designation of the Sugar Loaf as an Asset of Community Value is still
awaited; by the time you read this the second application for change of use of
the Sugar Loaf will have been considered by CBC planning committee. Cllr P.
Smith tabled draft objections from the Council to two of the planning
applications, Stocken House and the Sugar Loaf change of use; the Clerk will
ask CBC planning for an extension of time on the Stocken House proposal due
to the Easter holidays and the vast amount of detail supplied with the
application. The Meppershall Action Group (MAG) has been leading protests at
the size of the proposed developments, not only within the Parish with a
leaflet drop but also reaching upwards of 800,000 people by way of items on
BBC Look East, Three Counties Radio and in the Biggleswade Chronicle.

Click here to return to the Table of Contents
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Finance
Alessandra Marabese has succeeded Chris Waghorn as Parish Clerk although
Chris is overseeing the internal audit of the 2016/17 accounts. The Council
approved the change of signatories and the necessary paperwork was
completed.
Highways
Cllr R. Smith reported that the Velocity Patcher has finally repaired the
numerous potholes in Shefford Road and Fildyke Road. He then reported on
the changes to the bus routes and times through the village and it was agreed
that the Clerk would write to CBC expressing the Council concern that the
services are reaching the point where no one will use them.
Environment and Leisure/ Old Road Meadow
I reported that Mr Tony Edwards had asked if he could replace the wooden
furniture at the rear of his property and the Council agreed he could. He also
pointed out that there were a large number of self-set saplings in Old Road
Meadow that needed to be removed: again, the Council agreed for the work to
be undertaken. With the loss of the play area due to the construction work on
Fosters Field, the Council agreed that the area formally used as allotment but
recently left wild would be added to the grass cutting contract so that it could
be used for ball games. The working group was instructed to see if any play
equipment could be put there temporarily. Also, following comments from the
public, the group would consider the feasibility of making Nunswood an Asset
of Community Value.
Allotments
More of the vacant plots have been let but there are some still available.
Parish Plan Review
The Group presented its final report and the Parish Council will now consider
taking the process to the next stage by producing a Neighbourhood Plan.
The Statutory Parish Council meeting will be on Monday 8th May 2017 at
7.45pm in the Village Hall.
Peter Chapman, Chairman, Meppershall Parish Council
chairman@meppershall.org

Click here to return to the Table of Contents
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Shefford Leisure Group

By Enid Pamment

With lighter evenings with us coupled with some
beautiful sunny days our thoughts turn to our gardens,
visiting garden centres for ideas etc. The beautiful
Spring flowers appear to me to be brighter colours and
the scenery in general is a real tonic to see.
We hired both Wanderbuses to transport us to Milton
Keynes theatre for the only matinee performance of
Anton and Erin, the very popular ‘Strictly’ dancers.
The auditorium was full and Anton was in very high
spirits as he proudly informed us he was the father of
twins (boy and girl) born the previous day. Anton does have a terrific sense of
humour and soon had us all laughing at his antics on being a ‘daddy’ for the
first time! The couples’ dancing was terrific and was very well received by the
audience.
Our ‘Get Together’ with 70 people plus attending was held at the Mount
Pleasant Golf Club, Stondon, for a social afternoon tea. It was a beautiful
afternoon and our presentation was shared with the Letchworth Garden City
Lions Club. Two cheques were presented to Rebecca Eastwick of Keech
Hospice Care for Children. The ‘Lions’ cheque of £1,000.00 and Shefford
Leisure Group for £1,100.00. Much to my surprise we had a visit from the
Managing Director of one of the companies we book our day trips with - Gyll
King who also kindly donated a cheque for £100.00 from City & Village Tours.
Rebecca kindly gave a short presentation on ‘what Keech Hospice means to the
parents of these children’. This was followed by Lion Doreen Freeman on ‘A
Message in a bottle’ and ‘A Message in a Wallet’, explaining these items are
available free and supplied by the ‘Lions’ from the reception of the Doctor’s
surgery. Lastly a short presentation was presented by Alison Watson and
Abbie Haskell both twelve-year-old pupils from Henlow Academy Middle
School, on the ‘tea party’ they had organised at school, raising £310.67 for
Keech earlier this year. A giant raffle was held, many of the prizes had been
donated by local shops and businesses and raised £260.00. Thanks were given
to the staff at the Mount Pleasant Golf Club for their friendliness and superb
tea they had provided.
The forthcoming events planned for 2017 are as follows, but always keep an
eye on the list as I am frequently booking trips to try and give people a wider
choice of events available. However, I must emphasize that if trips organised
do not reach the required number of people participating then I am sorry to
say that the event in question must be cancelled.

Click here to return to the Table of Contents
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FORTHCOMING EVENTS
North Wales Highlights - 5 days (all inclusive)
Mystery Sunday Afternoon Tea
Brick Lane Musical – (25th year Anniversary Show)
Hidden London & Regents Park – (With Guide)
Kensington Palace & Gardens (Reserve List only)
Sandringham Flower Show - Now in its 133rd Year. From Sandringham
Park you can see the House and Church. Leaving Shefford at 7.45am.
Hunstanton – A day at the seaside
Ampthill & District Lions – ‘Singalong’ Flitwick Village Hall
Thursford Christmas Spectacular - Leaving Shefford at 9am and stopping
for coffee and a browse at Elveden en route.
Tango Moderno – Flavia & Vincent at Milton Keynes Theatre Saturday
(Matinee)
Auntie Brenda’s Christmas Tale!! At Wicksteed Park Including Christmas
lunch and afternoon tea. Links over 25 popular songs from Christmases
throughout the years.

2nd – 6th May
Sun 21st May
Sat 10th June
Sun 18th June
Tues 25th July
Wed 26th July
Sun 6th Aug
Tues 19th Sept
Sun 12th Nov
Sat 18th Nov
Sun 10th Dec

LONDON SHOWS CURRENTLY AVAILABLE
(organised in conjunction with Stevenage Group Travel)
THE AMERICAN IN PARIS (Matinee) –This was an Oscar winning film
starring Gene Kelly – written by George & Ira Gershwin – Dominion
Theatre – Stall Seats – coach leaving Shefford at 9.45am
RPO – FILM MUSIC GALA (Matinee) All the well known and loved music
moments at the Royal Albert Hall. Arena or Circle Seats. Coach will leave
Shefford at 11am.
RPO – ABBAphonic - Abba’s greatest hits – Royal Albert Hall – Arena and
Circle Seats. Coach leaving Shefford at 4.45pm.
THE WIND IN THE WILLOWS –The London Palladium, Royal Circle Seats,
Coach leaving Shefford at 10.15am
Evening Racing with OLLY MURS – LIVE
Evening racing at Sandown Park followed by live music from Olly Murs.
Olly rose to fame after finishing as the runner up on the X-Factor back in
2009. He has gone on to be one of the most successful talent competition
contestants ever. Coach leaving Stevenage at 2pm. (Arrangements can be
made for transport from Shefford).

Wed 3rd May,
Sat 6th May
Wed 10th May
Tues 27th June
Thurs10th Aug

Please telephone for availability and prices of any holidays, outings or shows listed above.
For all holidays, including transport from Shefford and hotel accommodation, Shefford
Leisure Group acts as an agent for the Tour Operator; their terms and conditions apply.
Shefford Leisure Group is open to everyone in the local community, who feel they would like
to join us on our ventures and see places they would not see under their own steam. We
are always happy to meet new friends.
Raffles are held and all the proceeds are for Keech Hospice Care for Children. For further
information regarding dates, prices and availability or to receive our monthly newsletter,
please contact Enid on 01462 851397 or e-mail enid.pamment@gmail.com.

Click here to return to the Table of Contents
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Notices
Bedford Model Engineering Society Summerfield Miniature Railway
Off the A600 just past Haynes Turn
Public Running Days in 2017 from 10.30.AM to 4 PM.
MAY
Monday 1st (Bank Holiday)
Sunday 28th
Monday 29th (Bank Holiday)
Wednesday 31st (half term)*
JUNE
Sunday 11th
Sunday 25th

SEPTEMBER
Sunday 3rd
Sunday 17th

OCTOBER
Sunday 8th
Sunday 22nd
Wednesday 25th (half term)*
DECEMBER
Saturday & Sunday 2nd & 3rd Santa Specials
– pre-booking essential

JULY
Sunday 9th
Sunday 23rd
AUGUST
Wednesday 2nd *
Wednesday 9th *
Wednesday 16th *
Sunday 27th
Monday 28th (Bank Holiday)
*On our Wednesday openings, only limited catering will be available.
For further information, see our website: www.bedfordmes.co.uk

Meppershall Good Neighbours Group
The Gnomes would like to hear from you if:
*
You have recently moved to Meppershall and would like one of our
welcome packs
*
You would like our help
*
You would like to join us.
Call our helpline: 07760 793921 or come to our coffee morning at 10.45 on the
2nd Thursday of each month at the New Meppershall Care Home on Shefford
Road.
You
can
also
find
Meppershall
Good
Neighbours
on Facebook

Click here to return to the Table of Contents
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‘TRUGS & TROWELS’
Campton Gardening Club
Our next meeting will be on Monday, 8th May 2017
Campton Village Hall, 7.30-9.00pm
Malcolm Willis will be discussing the different types of soil we encounter in our
gardens and some of the ways we can improve/help them.
Everyone is invited to bring along sample of their soil for a simple ‘pH’ test.
(Samples only need to be about a teaspoon full, taken from about 4-6ins from
the top. Scrap away the surface layer first to avoid contamination and use a
clean trowel and wear gloves for the same reason.)

Everyone Welcome - Admission £1.50
For more information, please contact… Maryika 01462 851729

The Annual General Meeting of
The Meppershall Messenger
Is to be held in the Orchid room of the
Mount Pleasant Golf Club
at 16.30 hrs on Tue 30 May
All those interested in the magazine are welcome to attend

REVISED NOTICE OF THE
Meppershall Good Neighbours Group (GNOMES) Annual General Meeting
The GNOMES AGM for 2017 is planned for 6th May 2017 starting at 10:30 and
will be held at the Mount Pleasant Golf Club.
All are welcome so please come along if you are interested in what the
GNOMES have been doing for the community in 2016 and/or if you would be
interested in joining our group of volunteers. It is always good to see fresh
faces at these meetings.

Click here to return to the Table of Contents
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Meppershall Calendar of Events
May
Day

Date What's on
Local government election
Thursday 4
Shefford Ward Councillor to CBC
Thursday 4
Evergreens
Meppershall Players
Friday
5
Frankenstein
See page 23
Bingo (non-members £1)
Friday
5
(Meat Raffle drawn at interval)

When

Where

7am - 10pm

Village hall

2:30 - 4:15

Sugar Loaf

7:45pm

Village hall

6.45pm for
7.15pm

Social Club

Saturday

6

10:30am

Mount Pleasant golf
club

Saturday

6

7:45pm

Village hall

Sunday
Monday

7
8

11am
7:45pm

St Mary's Vestry
Village hall

Monday

8

7:30-9:00pm

Campton Village Hall

Sunday

14

7:30pm

Social Club

GNOMES AGM
Meppershall Players
Frankenstein See page 23
Junior Church
Statutory Parish Council Meeting
Campton Gardening Club Talk
(see page 18) Admission £1:50
Paul Carne's Quiz night £1 pp
admission see page 30

Thursday 11

Gnomes Coffee morning

Friday

Friday

19

Saturday

20

Saturday

20

Tuesday

23

Friday

26

Saturday

27

Silent together
Bingo (non-members £1)
(Meat Raffle drawn at interval)
Second Sunday Stroll to Wrest
Park (circa 5miles)
Evergreens
Bingo (non-members £1)
(Meat Raffle drawn at interval)
Afternoon tea and evensong at St
Joihn's College Cambridge
(Reservation needed see page
36)
Club Sounds Karaoke with Dave
& Stuart See page 34
Rectory Tea – chat and a cuppa –
all welcome
Bingo (non-members £1)
(Meat Raffle drawn at interval)
Celtic Morning Prayer

Tuesday

30

Meppershall Messenger AGM

Friday

12

Sunday

14

Thursday 18

10:45 11:45am
9-9:30am
6.45pm for
7.15pm
2pm
2:30 - 4:15
6.45pm for
7.15pm
TBA

Mepp.Care Home
St Marys
Social Club
St Mary's church
gate
Sugar Loaf
Social Club

TBA

8:00pm till late Social Club
2-4:00pm
6.45pm for
7.15pm
9am
4:30pm

Rectory
Social Club
St Mays
Orchid room Mount
Pleasant golf club

Also see the calendar on the village website
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Birthdays

A very happy birthday to those of you
celebrating birthdays in May

Summer Bridger who will be 11 on the 1st
Alex Watkinson who will be 2 on the 3rd
Grace Finedon who will be 9 on the 3rd
William Brinkley who will be 5 on the 7th
Edward Brinkley who will be 5 on the 7th
Harrison Isaac who will be 11 on the 10th
Louie Curtis who will be 12 on the 11th
Alfie Harris who will be 9 on the 17th
Isabella Lambley who will be 14 on the 17th
Jennifer Ridley will be 6 on the 21st
Lily Hefford who will be 9 on the 21st
Rees Davies who will be 12 on the 23rd
Chloe Thorne who will be 15 on the 23rd
Eilis Fleming who will be 10 on the 31st
If you are under 16 and would like your name added to
the birthday page, please call Louise Hutson on 814148
or email at louhuts@gmail.com
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The Meppershall Players’ Production of Frankenstein
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Meppershall Social Club
MAY AT THE SOCIAL CLUB
*BINGO- Every Friday Night
Doors open 6.45pm eyes down 7.15pm
Members free entry, Non-members £1 entrance fee
*MEAT RAFFLE-drawn Every Friday Night during the Bingo Interval
£1 per square could win you your Sunday roast or barbeque
* CLUB SOUND KARAOKE Saturday 20th May 8pm-late. Saturday 10th
June 8pm-late with Dave & Stuart, 1,000’s of tracks to choose from,
Sing-a-long to your favourite songs, at this fun for everyone evening
in a relaxed and friendly atmosphere
* PAUL CARNE’S QUIZ NIGHT Sunday 14th May 7.30pm Start. Sunday
11th June 7.30pm Start
£1 per person entry fee, no set number in team (you can have as few
or as many as you like in your team)
50-50 split of entrance fee, half to charity half to the winning team.
Non- Members welcome.
*SNOOKER at the Social Club, members can play every evening when
the club is open. For more information pop into the Social Club any
evening, or contact The Club after 8pm on 01462 817359. Club opens
8pm; we look forward to seeing you
MEMBERSHIP for 2017 is now due (pick up a form at the Club)
Meppershall Social Club 01462 817359 after 8pm
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Film Review

By Carly Newman

If it wasn't for the stupendous
performance
by
Isabelle
Huppert, ELLE (cert. 18 2 hours
10 mins.) this would be a
somewhat distasteful take on a
rape and its aftermath. But
Huppert interprets the character
so that, although you have
serious doubts about the film
itself, you certainly can't fault
Huppert.
We first meet Michele (Huppert) in mid-rape. We see the balaclava-clad rapist
and watch as he leaves and she locks the door and clears up the broken
crockery. We observe as she later takes a bath and note the blood amidst the
bath foam. Michele doesn't report the rape but continues with her job as CEO
of a company specialising in highly violent and erotic video games. She refuses
to go the police - we later learn the reason she is anti-police: her father's arrest
for a horrendous list of murders in which the young Michele was involved as a
potential witness.
Once the male protagonist is exposed, Paul Verhoeven, the director, moves to
the darker side of the movie. Huppert's character doesn't just take simple
revenge as the audience is led to expect, but delves into her own sexual
impulses. What starts as a kind of thriller develops into something darker and
more perverse. In the mixture is Michele's affair with her best friend's husband
and her relationship with her ex-husband and her elderly mother - who
pursues her own sexual fantasies - and with her wayward, difficult-to-handle
son.
Verhoeven has based his film on Philippe Dijian's novel 'Oh' from which David
Birke has written a well-crafted screenplay. Verhoeven is well served by
composer Anne Dudley's evocative score. I didn't enjoy Verhoeven's film
Showgirls, and have some of the same worries with this film. The movie has
been described as a fantasy take on one woman's reaction to rape. If so it is a
male's fantasy. However, there is nothing to fault Isabelle Huppert's
performance. At times, without dialogue, we look into Huppert's face and see
there her thoughts about what is happening in her life and how to deal with it.
A superb exhibition of first-class acting and one which makes the film a mustsee. Rating: ****
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Out of Village Pursuits - Warden Abbey Vineyard
Some years ago, my husband and I went for a Sunday stroll in Ampthill. I saw a
notice in a wine shop's window, asking for help at the annual Warden Abbey
harvest. I had heard about the vineyard when it was run by the Whitbread
family. It is now a community vineyard, run by volunteers as a Bedfordshire
Rural Communities Charity Project. The vineyard covers approximately 4½
acres and was planted by Lady Whitbread about 30 years ago on a site of an
earlier vineyard. The earlier vineyard was part of the Warden Abbey and was
managed by the monks.
Our wines are sold in local restaurants and wine shops. We have still and
sparkling wines. We are proud to say that our Bacchus wine 2015, was served
to the Queen on her visit to Bedfordshire on the 11th April.
Why work as a volunteer, outside in all weathers? We have no electricity, so
we all bring our flasks and lunches. There is a biscuit tin replenished by Jane,
our manager. Cakes are sometimes brought by the volunteers. All tools, gloves
and training are provided and we have First Aid cover.
There is a shed and in the summer months a marquee. The marquee is mainly
for our many visitors. We all work as a family and have wet, windy days and
sunny days. We all work towards that big day – the harvest. Everyone helps
according to their ability and stays as long as they want to during the volunteer
days, Tuesdays and Fridays. Some Sundays are offered for people who cannot
come during the week. You just come when you can. Best to be on the
manager's mailing list should a session be cancelled.
The vineyard year starts in the winter when the vines are dormant. All growth
not needed for next year's wine is pruned. The twigs are burnt on site. We
then prepare the vines for fruiting and hope a late frost does not damage the
newly opened buds. This risk is a worry until middle of May. During the spring
we replace rotting posts, rewire the trellises, fill in rabbit holes, plant new
vines, cut the grass etc. There are always jobs to do. There are jobs for
everyone whatever age and ability.
We offer vineyard tours, wine sales, corporate days, school visits with
activities. The guided tours and tastings are done by the volunteers. There are
tasks for indoor and outdoor activities. The Friends of Warden Abbey Vineyard
are busy supporting the work of the vineyard. As a retired person, I enjoy the
challenges and the friendship of my days at the vineyard. Where else could I
drive a lawnmower, test grapes for ripeness, harvest them and finally enjoy a
glass of wine from grapes that I’ve tended? Come along and see for yourself.
Inge McConnell
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Harvest day, last year at the vineyard
I include a note from Jane Markam, the vineyard manager:
2017 tour dates announced for Warden Abbey Vineyard.
This year the Friends of Warden Abbey Vineyard will be offering more vineyard
tours than ever before. As well as monthly vineyard tour days between May
and September, a couple of new history tours have been added. These walks
around the vineyard will be led by a volunteer Margret Roberts, who is writing
a book on the history of the abbey. Recently, a geophysics survey has been
conducted on the site to locate the extent of the abbey buildings, none of
which are now visible.
The tour season starts on Sunday 27th May to celebrate English Wine Week. All
dates for 2017 are now on the website (wardenvineyard.org.uk/tours), where
you can also book. Gift vouchers for tours are also available.
For the ups and downs of the community vineyard throughout the year you
can follow us on Facebook.
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The Lucy Page

By Lucy Standbridge

To continue on a similar theme to my previous article,
this month I am writing again about the proposed
developments in the village, and related events that
have happened since. Though I expect there will be a
fair amount of similar content within these recent
issues of the Messenger, I think it is still relevant as we
can view different perspectives.
On Saturday 8th April, up at the Village Hall, there was
a display of the plans, forms to object to these and the
opportunity to join the Meppershall Action Group against the ‘unsustainable
scale of the developments’. There are plans for the village to double in size,
going from approximately 650-700 houses in the village now to around 1200
after the building. They viewed all these applications, plans and suggestions for
building on sold land as unsustainable due to the fact that Shefford is having
250 more houses built, there will be more in other surrounding villages,
especially at RAF Henlow when that closes. The nearest doctors and dentists all
have 3-week long waiting lists and would not be able to cope with any more
people moving in. I spoke to Bob and Sarah about these and if there is anything
we can do to help the village cope with this scale of developments. Bob said
“The village’s roads are rather busy and unsafe now, let alone when hundreds
more houses are going to be built. The most common mode of transport in
Meppershall is by car, due to buses not being frequent enough, and there are
already problems with speeding, nuisance parking and fly-tipping”. Apparently,
the council and government are being too vague when it comes to what we
have in our village. According to Bob “they are saying that we have a petrol
station (that’s in Shefford), a surgery (also in Shefford and their waiting list is
too long), 2 churches (the chapel is being knocked down for houses) and 2
pubs (The Sugar Loaf is changing and The Airman is not within safe walking
distance, along unlit roads, and only just on the boundary of Meppershall”. As
these houses are built, 35% must be council or affordable housing. However,
the government’s idea of affordable is nowhere near what affordable is for
people that will be looking to buy these houses (young families, couples and
young people), and there are plans to build these houses over the course of 5
years, meaning that house prices will continue to rise. The Meppershall Action
Group has sent off an objection, and needs members of the community to
send off their own personal objections in order to try and decrease the number
of houses being built. By the time this Messenger is published, the deadline
will have passed.
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I also attended the Parish Council Meeting, where 62 people, 18 of which were
children of the village, went to raise concerns and try and reach solutions with
the Parish Council. It became apparent that our area of Bedfordshire will be
the 4th largest development area, following the likes of Luton and Dunstable.
Though our area is meeting the Central Beds requirements with these
developments, the framework plans have been in place since 2009, which
means there has been 8 years in which we could have thought about the
details and how the village will be able to adapt to this. One prominent issue
that arose was the fact that the park has been taken away and there is
nowhere for the children to go and play for two years, and no one was given
notice of these changes. After some debate, there was a compromise that
there will be some grass laid over on the back of the nature reserve field (away
from wildlife), ready for the 6-week holiday at the latest. Another issue was
that, as the construction is taking place, the pathways will become unsafe with
the pub-to-shop having lorries delivering frequently and buildings happening
across the road with the chapel and village hall, and there was no response to
this. The concerns raised opened a fair amount of debate, and so the allotted
time overran, and there is to be an open meeting on the 24th April.

Erratum
In the April edition the Messenger presented an item from CBC and Keep
Britain Tidy about fly-tipping which included the following advice:
Putting that extra bin bag next to your bin – there may be times you have an
extra bag of rubbish that does not fit in your bin. If this is the case you should
not leave it outside your property, whether that’s in the alleyway or next to
your bin on collection day, if you do you could face a fine.
The Messenger followed up the apparent contradiction between that and a
new scheme where CBC arranged collection of small electrical items (kettles,
irons, bedside lights etc.) when placed in a standard supermarket carrier bag
and put next to the recycling or black bin.
(see http://www.centralbedfordshire.gov.uk/waste/recycling/electrical.aspx )
It seems that the first sentence should read:
Putting that extra bin bag next to your bin - there may be times you have an
extra bag of non-recyclable rubbish that does not fit in your bin.
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Meppershall Social Club Quiz Night
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Volunteers Wanted for the Messenger

Click here to return to the Table of Contents

32

Financial Matters

By Paul Savuto

DOES IT MAKE SENSE TO COMBINE YOUR PENSION POTS?
The days when people began their careers with one employer and stayed there
until they retired are long gone. It’s estimated that depending where you live,
people now have an average of between 6 and 11 different jobs during their
careers. This can mean that over the years they end up with pension
entitlements in several schemes with different providers.
In certain circumstances, it can make good financial sense to consolidate your
pension into one new plan. This means you can manage all your retirement
savings in one place, reducing the paperwork and administration. You might be
able to save money on fees, and choose funds that are better suited to your
investment outlook and attitude to risk.
However, there are circumstances where this might not be in your best
interests. If you are in a public-sector pension scheme, such as the nurses’ or
teachers’ schemes, then the benefits they offer can be hard to replicate
elsewhere. Or, if you have saved into an employer final salary scheme, you
may find that it offers guaranteed retirement income or guaranteed annuity
rates, valuable benefits that you would lose if you moved it elsewhere.
You may be charged exit fees too. If you are lucky enough to be currently
contributing to a final salary scheme, it’s worth finding out if your employer
will allow past contributions from other pensions to be moved into their
scheme. If you move jobs, you may be able to consolidate your previous
pensions into your new employer’s scheme. You should think carefully before
doing so; you will need to be sure that the benefits offered are as good as
those in any scheme that you contemplate leaving.
GOOD ADVICE PAYS
Taking professional advice will help you weigh up your options and make the
right choice for your financial circumstances.
THE PEACE OF MIND THAT PROTECTION POLICIES CAN PROVIDE
A recent study2 shows that many families are overlooking the benefits that
protection insurance policies can provide and the peace of mind they can
bring. Life cover may be one of those things you’ve been meaning to sort out
for a while but haven’t yet ticked off your list. It’s undoubtedly one of the most
2

Royal London, 2017
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important financial products anyone can take out, and one of the best ways of
leaving loved ones provided for financially.
Whilst most people understand the need to have life insurance in place if they
have a big financial commitment like a mortgage, many more are overlooking
or unsure of the benefits that other types of insurance cover can provide. Life
insurance and critical illness cover can be a vital buffer against life’s
unexpected events, providing much-needed funds on death, or the diagnosis
of a critical illness.
But that’s not all; there are other policies available that can provide muchneeded financial support for families, if they are hit by unforeseen problems
such as an accident, sickness or unemployment.
There are life policies that provide lump sums, and policies such as family
income benefit that instead pay a regular income in the event of your death
during the term of the policy. You can also protect your income, so that if you
can’t work due to illness or injury you receive a monthly income that’s paid
until you can return to work or reach retirement age.
FLEXIBILITY TO MEET YOUR NEEDS
The great thing about protection policies is that the cover can be tailored to
meet your needs throughout your life. We often find that our clients’ insurance
requirements change when they buy a property or have a family, take on more
debt or change jobs, and we help them get the cover they need at every stage.
Finding the right policy that provides the right level of cover and represents
good value for money can be hard on your own; why not let us help you find
the best policy for your needs?
As part of the service at DGS, we take the time to understand our client’s
unique planning needs and circumstances, so that we can provide you with the
most suitable solutions in the most cost-effective way. For a free review of
your current pension plans and financial situation, please contact Paul Savuto,
AFPS, Chartered Financial Planner. DGS Independent Financial Advisers Ltd.
07834 499595 or email ps@dgsifa.com. I’m based in Meppershall and I’ll be
happy to talk to you.
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Revised timetable – Meppershall Wanderbus
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Meppershall Garden Club

This month's article has been provided by MGC member Jacqui Plumley.
Wrest Park at Silsoe was the venue for the April meeting of Meppershall
Garden Club. It was evident that a team of gardeners and volunteers had been
hard at work preparing for the new season. We were quick to admire the widespanned wisteria, myrtle and Judas tree pruned to perfection against the
mellow garden walls and the formal Italian Garden glowing with red, yellow
and orange violas and wallflowers planted to accentuate the traditional fleur
de lys design.
English Heritage took over the Estate in 2006 and with the help of Heritage
Lottery funding have put into place a 20-year plan to restore the Eighteenth
Century gardens and buildings to their former glory. Originally created by
Henry, Duke of Kent in 1706, changes were made under the direction of
Jemima, Marchioness Grey who engaged Lancelot Capability Brown but as her
letters displayed in the house bear witness, rarely agreed with his plans.
Over time the gardens declined. The main building was used as a military
hospital during World War 1 and eventually housed an agricultural research
institute.
The staff we met were helpful and informative. One overheard us puzzling over
an extensively damaged lawned area and took us to the home of the guilty
party; a badger sett under the trees. We found the sparkling water of the canal
and the peace and quiet of the park left us feeling restored and refreshed.
In case you are wondering what is happening to the plants in the village hall
front border, we have dug up the one healthy Brownies’ rose and a few of our
favourite plants for safekeeping. If you would like to give any of the remaining
plants and bulbs a good home then please feel free to take them.
If you would like to find out more about the garden club then please speak to
any of our members or make contact via our email.
Linda Parker 01462 815114
Kim Lee Tyler 01462 811750
Email address: meppershallgardenclub@hotmail.co.uk
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Message from St. Mary’s - Services & Events
Parish Church of St Mary The Virgin (Church of England)
Church Road, off Campton Road, Meppershall
www.stmarysmeppershall.org.uk  facebook.com/stmarysmeppershall

Rector: The Reverend Veronica Goodman
01462 339962 – ronigoodman@gmail.com – usual day off Monday
Churchwardens:
Dawn Abbatt 01462 816962
James Read 01462 857836 Email: Meppershall.PCC@gmail.com
PCC Secretary:
Anne Parsons 01462 813333 Email: annie10639@gmail.com
Things to Look Out For…
Second Sunday – 14th May – our Second Sunday Service with refreshments and
chat midway through – and the Second Sunday Stroll this month taking the
long way to Wrest Park, arriving through the Whitehall Plantation (woodland).
St John’s College Cambridge – 20th May – our church patron hosting us for a
visit with afternoon tea and Evensong. All welcome – message us on FB, call or
email (details above). Reserve early (40 places). We might use the Wanderbus!
Celtic Morning Prayer and Silent Together – why not come along and try
something different this May? Celtic morning prayer is a simple spoken and
sung service in the Celtic tradition – conjuring up the peace and beauty of the
church every second Saturday of the month; Silent Together is a quiet time to
sit in the church on the fourth Friday evening of the month. Special moments come and try for yourself.
SPARKS – back this summer! Your help may be just what we need… call Dawn
(816962) to find out more and to offer your support.
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A Message from St Mary’s…
In the world of school and work Easter is quickly over - especially this year it
seems. However, the Church will go on celebrating joyfully the Easter season
(“Eastertide”) for 50 days until Pentecost.
For me personally, May is always a special month and a bitter sweet time. It
was my mother’s favourite time of year and also her birthday. She died 35
years ago when I was expecting our first baby, but memories of her abound at
this time of year when the Spring flowers are out, there is so much blossom
and summer is peeking over the horizon.
I spend quite a lot of time talking with people about matters of life and death and May is one of those times when it is very clear to me that we don't “get
over” the death of those we have loved and lost. Although we must learn to
live without them - and create hopes and dreams for our future that do not
include them - the pain of parting remains real and very immediate at times,
and we continue to miss them. That is one of the reasons that Easter with its
promise of resurrection and of life after death is so precious to me… as I hold
onto the hope that one day we will meet again in the place that Jesus has gone
to prepare for us!
The promise and the hope, of the life and death and resurrection of Jesus, are
not just for Easter Day, they are not just for fifty days, they are for all and
forever.
During the Church’s 50 days of Easter, we will celebrate Jesus’ ascension into
heaven on May 25th - always on a Thursday, the 40th day after Easter followed 10 days later by Pentecost or Whitsuntide (June 4th), when we
remember the Holy Spirit descending on the disciples and giving them the
courage and boldness to spread the good news about Jesus. It is Pentecost
that finally completes the Church’s celebration of Easter.
After Easter the church year continues what is sometimes called “ordinary
time”. Ordinary Time is called "ordinary" not because it is “not special” but
simply because the weeks of Ordinary Time are numbered. Ordinary in this
case stems from the Latin word ordinalis, which refers to numbers in a series although personally, I do tend to think of these weeks as the ones that are not
Christmas or Easter or Lent or Advent! This year they are the weeks in which
we re-read the story of Jesus’ life and teaching as told in the Gospel of
Matthew. This “ordinary time” is meant to be a time of growth and a time
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during which we are invited to learn from the life and teaching of Christ and
become more like him.
And although the Easter Season is officially over, Easter is not forgotten! Every
Sunday is still a celebration of the resurrection of Jesus; week by week,
recalling and celebrating Christ's victory for us all, and forever. Rector Roni
Services and Events – May 2017 At St Mary’s unless stated below
Date
Weds 3rd May
Sun 7th May
Fourth of Easter
Mon 8th May

Time
10.00am
10.45am
11.00am
7.30pm

Tues 9th May

2-4pm

th

Weds 10 May
Friday 12th May

10.00am
9-9.30pm

Sunday 14th May
Fifth of Easter

8.30am
11.00am
2pm

Weds 17th May
10.00am
th
Saturday 20 May Afternoon

Sun 21st May
Sixth of Easter
Tuesday 23rd May
Weds 24th May
Thurs 25th May
Sat 27th May
Sun 28th May
Seventh of Easter
Weds 31st May
Sunday 4thJune
Pentecost – Whit
Sunday

8.30am
11.00am
2-4pm
10.00am
7.30pm
9.00am
11.00am
10.00am
10.45am
11.00am

Service / Event
Holy Communion
Teen Table Talk at the Rectory
Holy Communion with Junior Church (in the vestry)
Bible Society Annual General Meeting at St Michael and All
Angels, High St, Shefford.
Rectory Tea – chat and a cuppa – all welcome
Holy Communion
Silent Together – join friends to sit for a few minutes to
enjoy the tranquillity of the church
Holy Communion
Second Sunday Service – the easy habit
Second Sunday Stroll – meet at the church gate for a long
loop to Wrest Park via Shillington, Higham Gobion and Little
Ion, around 5 miles. facebook.com/MeppershallStrollers or
email Meppershall.pcc@gmail.com.
Holy Communion
St John’s College Cambridge – afternoon tea and Evensong
in the College Chapel. The college is the patron of our
church here in Meppershall. All welcome – we would love
you to join us. Call Andrew Goodman (tel.339962)
Holy Communion
All Age Family Service
Rectory Tea – chat and a cuppa – all welcome
Holy Communion
Ascension Day – Holy Communion
Celtic Morning Prayer
Parish Communion
Holy Communion
Teen Table Talk at the Rectory
Holy Communion
With Junior Church (in the vestry)
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St. Mary’s Meppershall Junior Church
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The Team
CONTRIBUTIONS

The Editor welcomes contributions to the Messenger, whether as letters,
articles or notices. Contributions should preferably be as attachments to email but hand written contributions may be sent by post, left at the Editor’s
address below or in the folder kept at the Village Stores. Contributions should
run to not more than one A5 page (except by prior arrangement) and should
be received by the Editor not later than the 12th of the month for publication at
the end of that month. Contributions received after the deadline may be held
over.
DISCLAIMER

The Editor reserves the right to omit or alter any advertisement or article and
to change the content, format or issue date of the magazine without prior
notice. The Editor cannot be held responsible for the factual correctness of, or
for any libellous comment or statement made in any advertisement, article or
other contribution published in this magazine. Every effort will be made to
avoid any deliberate attempt to mislead or otherwise cause harm or damage
to any person or persons by any advertisement, article or any other
contribution published in this magazine.
THE TEAM
Editor

Mike McConnell

Assistant Editor

David Turner

Advertising and
Distribution
Production
Co-ordination
Treasurer

Colette House
Enid Pamment
John Thompson

2a Gregory Close
Email: mmcconnell567@gmail.com
2 Campton Road
Email: davidturner25@hotmail.com
90 Fildyke Road
Email: colettehouse@gmail.com
112 High Street
Email: enid.pamment@gmail.com
16 Brookmead
Email: jthompson244@btinternet.com

811814
813613
815585
851397
812983

Collating Dates for your Diaries

May
June
July

30
26
31

Double issue

September
October
November
January 2018

25
30
27
29

Double issue

Please note that dates in the above table indicate the month in which the
collating will take place, at 2.30 pm in the Sugar Loaf. The issue being
collated will relate to the following month.
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