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Editorial By Mike McConnell  

Welcome to your June edition of the Messenger, which you will 
immediately note, is thinner than usual.  This is because this month 
we are missing some of our regular contributions for a variety of 
reasons.  We do not have a film review nor a report from the Parish 
Council this month and Lucy has wisely decided to focus her 
attention on examinations, rather than the Messenger.  We wish her 
well and hope to have them all back in July. 

Another reason that your messenger is thinner this month is the new 
format.  We have made the page margins narrower in order to allow 
room for more text – this will be particularly helpful when we include posters to advertise 
local events, where the extra space will allow us to maintain size and thus legibility.  This is a 
bit of an experiment, so please feel free to write in and let us know how you feel about the 
change. 

So what do we have in the Messenger this month? 

Well I, for one, was cheered by the recent news about the Sugar Loaf and so I’m pleased that 
the Save the Sugar Loaf Campaign has written with an update on the current situation.  Their 
report (on page 8) indicates that they have won a battle, but perhaps not yet won the war. 

Still on a Campaigning theme, we have a second contribution from the Meppershall Action 
Group on page 6.  I am thinking that MAG should have a regular place in the Messenger, given 
the extent of the support they enjoy in the village. On this topic, I notice that there has been 
an application to build six bungalows on Land adjacent to 23 Shefford Road, posted in the last 
fortnight (CB/17/02143/FULL), where the public consultation ends on 6th June.  For once the 
CBC timing suits the Messenger’s publication cycle! 

I have also included (on page 19) details of the consultation that Central Bedfordshire Council 
is conducting regarding parking.  The deadline for this is 16th June and while the focus will be 
on the larger towns, the policy will apply throughout the area and my reading is that it will 
eventually impact new developments in the village. 

This edition also celebrates two of the leading ladies in our village.  I am pleased to say that 
the Messenger has benefited greatly by its association with both Colette House and Enid 
Pamment, who have long-term contributors to the magazine and to our community.  It is the 
contributions of individuals such as these ladies that enrich our village life.  It is great to have 
the opportunity to celebrate their contribution. 

With that in mind can I urge readers to do what you can to support The Messenger.  Your 
thoughts as letters to the editor or longer contributions are always welcome and I know that 
there are places available at our collating tables and in distributing the magazine.  You may 
have noticed from posters throughout the village that we are currently seeking an advertising 
and a distribution manager – please contact me if you are interested  

http://www.centralbedfordshire.gov.uk/PLANTECH/DCWebPages/acolnetcgi.gov?ACTION=UNWRAP&RIPNAME=Root.PgeResultDetail&TheSystemkey=603512
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Letters to the Editor 

Trundle towers, 

07/05/2017. 

Dear Editor 

It was indeed a pleasure to witness last evening the Meppershall Players going back to their 
roots and performing a dramatic work. I refer of course to Mary Shelley's 'Frankenstein', not 
every ones cup of tea, but a small and very appreciative audience enjoyed some first class 
performances. 

In particular Luke Walker’s portrayal of the monster was excellent. In the second half his long 
pieces of dialogue were faultless in their delivery, he was very ably supported by Tom Mitchell 
as Victor Frankenstein, and the rest of the cast were on top form. In the recent past 
productions I have been rather uncomplimentary regarding mumbling and lines being 
delivered to the back of the stage and these were largely eliminated and long may this 
continue. 

There were some long gaps between scene changes which given the very restricted area 
where the backstage staff have to operate was quite acceptable. Hopefully this will change 
when we get our new state of the art Village Hall (Ha-Ha), as will better soundproofing 
between the patrons of the Social Club and the auditorium which has been a problem for 
years.  

All in all a first class evening’s entertainment and such a pity that the audience was not a bit 
larger, probably due to the choice of play and the fact that apathy hangs over this village like 
an atom cloud. 

Regards Mick Trundle. 

 

 

 

Dear Editor, 

Regarding the letter about the raised flowerbed at the entrance to the village, in last month’s 
magazine. 

Daffodils need a little time before the dead flowers are cut back, as the unused nutrients in 
the stems drain back to the bulb for next year’s show.  What the writer may not know is that, 
along with the bulbs, the bed was sown with wild flower seeds, which may be regarded as 
‘weeds’ by some. The moral, though, surely is that if you want something done, do it yourself. 
The bed was made and planted voluntarily by a resident in the village (not me!) who would 
not mind at all if someone else took it over. So happy gardening! 
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Yours Sincerely  
Rosa Crawford 
 

Dear Editor, 

We thought it might be useful to write to let your readers hear about our daughter Megan and 
her progress in the British Army. We thought by writing it may serve to inspire others who like 
a challenge! 

Our daughter joined 16 Regiment,  Royal Regiment of Artillery in January 17 following 
successful completion of phase1 and phase 2 Army training. Upon joining her regiment which 
specialises in air defence she volunteered to train with the boxing team! As a quiet little 
country girl from a peaceful village in rural Bedfordshire who has never even had a fight with 
her brother or sister we were surprised to say the least. 

Anyway following 3 months of intensive training she was selected to join the presitigious Royal 
Regiment of Artillery boxing team. At 17 years and 8 months old she is the youngest ever 
soldier picked to represent the whole regiment which is an amazing achievement. She will 
now spend the next year training and fighting against other regiments, other corps, and other 
services, as well as travel throughout the UK and beyond. She will have her own coach, own 
dietician and have access to Olympic level coaching. 

We as a family are so proud of her and what she has achieved since leaving school aged 16, 
she has done more in the last 18 months than some people manage in 18 years. I guess our 
message to other youngsters in the village is there are other options available over and above 
college or university. 

You may see her training when she is home on leave, you will know its her as she will be 
sprinting up and down the hill behind the village hall before going on a long run and all before 
most of us have had our first cup of tea of the day. 

With kind regards 

The Maxwell family. 

 

 

 

 

Dear Editor, 

As warmer days approach and windows open wider, it would be polite to inform neighbours in 
advance when holding larger gatherings or invite them to the party! 
Better still hire a hall. Consider your neighbours beforehand. 
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Dear Editor 
James Read – Stepping Down After 4 Years As Churchwarden  

As you see in Roni’s message this month, I will step back from churchwardening for the 
coming year and the amazing Dawn Abbatt will continue alongside our new warden, Chris 
Valentine. It seems like a good time to share a few thoughts. 

Firstly, a word of thanks. In truth I have done only part of the churchwarden job thanks to a lot 
of hard work by Rector Roni, the co-working of Dawn as my fellow warden and many others. 
The life of the church is maintained by a wide range of people – you know who you are – 
thanks to you all for being a wonderful part of my time as churchwarden. It meant I could 
balance church things with full-time work, commuting, family and other activities. 

Secondly, some learnings. The church is full of evidence of the consistent commitment of 
churchwardens past to those little things that make the church special. Small repairs, well-
kept verges, beautiful objects used in services and around the church, historical engravings 
and decorations, the building itself, the quality of services: it has been pretty humbling to 
learn a bit about the ways that so many people have given to the church over many years – 
not least the late Brian Bellamy, as well as Brenda Wright whose presence in the church is as 
inspiring as ever. 

Thirdly, a thought for anyone thinking of volunteering for village activities (in the church, or 
somewhere else). Do it. I can safely say that the magic of our village here on a hill in 
Bedfordshire is rooted in the way so many people give their time freely to make things happen 
and improve life in the village for everyone. It is so true that what you put in through unpaid 
hard work you get back tenfold. Just take the example of this very magazine! Or the Parish 
Council, Summer Fair, GNOMES, Players, school governors, Pre-School Committee, Garden 
Club, FB Meppershall Notice Board, Village Hall Committee… volunteering is our lifeblood and 
a huge source of positivity and happiness. 

Lastly, a few thoughts about the church itself – especially for those who don’t really know it 
yet. For me, the energy in the church – along with the funding – flows upwards. The church is 
comprised of the community input, support, ideas, enthusiasm, experiences, faith and belief 
coming in through its doors. It is your church, its doors are kept open so you can walk through 
them, its seats are kept warm (errr… some of the time anyway!) so you can sit down 
comfortably and make the space your own. I believe that we can find our inspiration at any 
moment in the day, in any place we find ourselves (God is in everything, if you stop to look) – 
and church is where we can come to share, express and learn more about that inspiration – 
and shape the church of the future. 

So thank you everyone for the opportunity to be a churchwarden 2013-2017, good luck to the 
new team for 2017-18, and please come and explore what you could bring to the church and 
to village life.   

James Read.  
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Meppershall Action Group 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you to everyone who supported our campaign against the Gladman proposal of 150 
houses at 59 Shefford Road.  It was very encouraging to see so many people at the Yellow Bus 
and also to see plenty of objection posters on display throughout the village.  The response 
was excellent and 388 objections have been lodged at CBC.  We are now awaiting a decision.  
We cannot afford to become complacent about over development in our village and the fight 
continues.  More flyers were posted through your door regarding another unsustainable and 
inappropriate development of 38 houses on the land at 100 High Street, opposite the school.  
Again, thank you for your response to this application; we shall await the outcome. 

 

MAG are here to help and keep you updated with regard to all proposed unsustainable and 
inappropriate developments in Meppershall. The Meppershall Notice Board facebook page is 
updated regularly and we will be reporting in the Messenger each month.  This will be a long 
campaign and we must keep the pressure up if we have any chance of success.  I’m sure you 
will realise by now that further flyers will be arriving on your doormat, when even more 
developers put in for planning.  Your response is vital and will count.  It only takes a few 
minutes to fill in the form – MAG will do the rest! 

 

The site behind the Village Hall is now well under way and is already causing serious noise 
issues and dangerous traffic problems.  Large lorries have been seen arriving and reversing on 
site when children are waiting for the school bus to pick them up, and the vehicles arriving on 
site are causing traffic chaos on the roads.  If you have any concerns about this, please contact 
either Simon Adamson or Kelvin Rahilly of Croudace on 0333 321 8646 or 
meppershall.site@croudace.co.uk.  Please also come to the Parish Council meetings on the 2nd 
Monday of each month at 7.45pm at the Village Hall and let them know of your concerns.  

We must work together to protect our village and keep our countryside. 

 

Meppershall Action Group 

mailto:meppershall.site@croudace.co.uk
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Meppershall Academy By Nikki Moore 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We are pleased to welcome three new children to the school who joined us after 
the Easter holidays and hope that they will enjoy their time at Meppershall CE 
Academy. 

I was delighted to take eleven Year 4 children to sing for the Biggleswade Ivel 
Rotary Club as part of their St George’s Day Dinner on April 22nd. We sang for 
about twenty minutes and the children knew all of the words to the six songs 
without song sheets. They were superb! They sang clearly, tunefully and 
confidently and were excellent ambassadors for our school. The comments from 
the audience afterwards were lovely and I was told that the children were so 
much better than the usual adult choir that sings at the event. A big thank you to 
Mrs Allen for rehearsing such an excellent choir, a thank you to the parents that 
brought their children to the venue for the evening and of course a massive thank 
you to the eleven children who took part! 

Our Year 4 children are due to have their residential trip to Caythorpe Hall in 
Grantham and the excitement is palpable – I am sure they will all have an excellent 
time. 

Years 1 and 2 children are studying “Beachcombers” as their topic this term and 
Year 3 and 4 are learning about “The Blue Abyss”.   

Members of MAPTA have been coming to the school at the weekends to paint 
with wood preservative all of the play equipment and fences.  The playground 
looks so much better, thanks to their efforts.  

Thank you MAPTA!  
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Save the Sugar Loaf 

 

Many thanks to all that helped successfully oppose the recent second planning application to 
turn the Sugar Loaf into a “convenience store”.   

The number of objections submitted and the number of people attending the Development 
Management Committee meeting helped persuade Central Beds Council that, the loss of the 
Sugar Loaf “would undermine community and sustainability objectives as there are no similar 
facilities available within the village”. 

Particular thanks are due to Mick Ridley for all the late nights and hard work that went into 
preparing us for the committee meeting and leading our group in obtaining the Asset of 
Community Value (“ACV”) Listing in the first place. 

The current position is  

The first planning application that was rejected by Central Bedfordshire before it went to the 
planning committee is subject to appeal. It is being opposed, and essentially we’re waiting for 
a decision by the Planning Inspectorate. 

This second planning application may well be the subject of an appeal. 

The ACV Listing is also subject to appeal, with final submissions due to be made to the Tribunal 
by the 22nd June. We continue to feel we have a strong case to be listed, which has been 
further strengthened by the latest planning discussion. 

Hawthorn Leisure is still refusing to countenance selling the pub to our community. However, 
we will continue to argue our case in the strongest possible terms in the hope that we can 
secure the future of the pub for Meppershall. Our ambition is to create a place run by the 
community, for all Meppershall residents.  

What can you do in the short term?  

Use the pub, even if you pop in once a month it can make all the difference and will help us 
demonstrate how valuable the last pub in Meppershall really is.  

Paul Smith 
Mick Ridley 

Graham Jones 
Save the Sugar Loaf 2016 
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Supporters of the Save the Sugar Loaf celebrating the News. Photo by Keiron Hillhouse 



10 

Click here to return to the Table of Contents 

Colette House: a woman for all tasks. 

Colette was already a pillar of the Messenger when I came into the Editorial Chair in 2007.  I 
well remember an early introduction to her by e-mail: I misspelt her name as Collette and 
received a torrent of French abuse which ended quite calmly "Now you will remember the 
correct spelling"; and I have! 

At that time Colette was Distribution Manager and Christine Elbourne was Advertising 
Manager, but after Christine's untimely death Colette took over both roles. As Distribution 
Manager Colette's greatest contribution was that the Editor never had to worry about 
distribution: she had her personal army of distributors and sub-distributors and a waiting list 
too – when one retired, she simply told the Editor that "X has retired but I have replaced her 
with Y"; each month at the collating sessions Colette would be there ensuring that the correct 
bundles of Messengers were duly sorted and bagged up ready for dropping off around the 
village to the distributors so that distribution just happened, smoothly, month after month! As 
with the swan, you never saw the activity below the surface. 

As Advertising Manager, life was not so smooth.  Most of that activity was concentrated in Jan 
& Feb of each year when existing advertisers had to be persuaded to sign up for a further year 
from the following April and new advertisers found to replace those who stopped advertising. 
I had only been Editor for one year when the depression of 2008 came along and many of our 
advertisers had to cut their expenditure to the bone.  Since then, we regularly reach March 
each year with big gaps in our advertising pages and all hands are called to try to fill the gaps. 
In retrospect, it is amazing how many advertisers were recruited, or kept on board by Colette's 
personal efforts - visits and persistent phone calls, e-mails; no route to keep existing or find 
new advertisers was left unexplored. Then came many re-visits and phone calls and e-mails to 
get the essential art work for the Messenger and finally many, many hours spent trying to fit 
the adverts of different sizes into the space available.  Every year we seemed to have to find a 
few last minute advertisers to fill the space before the deadline for the printing of the new 
volume at the end of March each year.  The advertising work didn’t stop when the advertisers 
had signed up because, despite having provided their own copy, the advertisers would want 
changes, and throughout the year adverts would be modified to keep the advertisers on 
board.  Having got the adverts into the Messenger, we then had to get the money, and Colette 
changed from sweet persuasion to terrier, working with our Treasurer to collect it and where 
advertisers were slow to pay, she would chase up payments, with the result that the Treasurer 
had an amazingly low bad debt provision. 

Advertising and Distribution were the activities with which Colette was credited in public but 
they were by no means her only activities. For years she has been the keeper of the 
spreadsheet that enables the Editor to publish "Significant Events" and she has an 
encyclopaedic knowledge of the families in the village.  A spin off from that is the "very 
significant event" when a villager reaches a "big birthday" and receives a cake from the Editor; 
Colette does the staff work to arrange a date and time for the presentation and then, more 
often than not, takes the picture that is published in the magazine.   
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An even more vital activity that is rarely recognised is proof reading.  When each issue has 
been signed off by the editor, Colette reads every bit of it, looking for errors of any kind and 
drawing them to the Editor's attention for correction.  This is a meticulous job, always done 
under time pressure, that gets no credit at all, yet without it the magazine would be open to 
criticism and even ridicule. 

All the above are regular jobs but in 2010, Colette was instrumental in the preparation of our 
one-off commemorative edition marking the 25th anniversary of the Meppershall Messenger. 
This   celebrated the history of the village and its people over the previous 25 years; she 
carried out many of the interviews and encouraged residents to unearth the old photographs 
that made it such a special issue. 

 The Messenger owes Colette a huge debt for her contribution in so many ways for so long.  

Dick Bulley, with additional input from John Thompson. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

My Central Bedfordshire 

This is a new (at least to your author), map-based part of the Central Bedfordshire Council 
Website which provides local information and allows you to find your nearest services e.g. 
doctors, dentists, council offices, schools libraries and will plot them on a map and tell you 
how far away they are from your house.  It also provides access to planning applications and 
shows them on a high resolution local map. 

I was intrigued to see that my house has a unique property identifier (the first time I’d heard 
about this) and on the same page it gave me details of our local council representatives, 
conservation areas and listed buildings. 

You can access the website here http://my.centralbedfordshire.gov.uk/mycentralbeds.aspx 

 

http://my.centralbedfordshire.gov.uk/mycentralbeds.aspx
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The Meppershall Players By Karen Mitchell  

 

 

 

A big THANK YOU to everyone who came see our production of Mary Shelley’s 

‘Frankenstein’ your support is (as always) greatly appreciated. This production was a 
departure from the usual comedy genre we favour and judging from the comments received 
there will definitely be more drama in our spring productions. Bravo to all involved.  

Our A.G.M is on Wednesday 7th June, 7.45pm at Meppershall Village Hall. If you’ve been 
thinking of joining the Players’ this a great time to do it. We also award ‘The Gerry’ (Players’ 
equivalent to an Oscar) Charlotte Goddard was last years worthy winner who will it be this 
time?  

Players’ dates for your 2017 diary  

 Players’ A.G.M. Wed 7th June 7.45pm at Meppershall Village Hall.  

 Panto read through Wed 21st June 7.30pm at Meppershall Village Hall 

 Panto Auditions Wed 28th June 7.30pm at Meppershall Village Hall 

 STMA Summer Fete 16th July 1-5pm Players Stall At Digswell Park Shefford 

 Singing & Dancing Rehearsals for Panto Start Wed 2nd August 7.30pm at Meppershall 
Village Hall  

 ‘A Christmas Carol, the Panto’ 1st, 2nd, 8th & 9th December at Meppershall Village Hall  

 

Wanted!  

One Piano Player for future pantomimes, variety shows & musicals 

 

Find the Meppershall Players on Face book (Meppershall Players Community) Insta-gram, 
Twitter, Meppershall Village Hall Website, Players notice board front foyer of Meppershall 
Village Hall. 

The Players meet every Wednesday evening at 7.30pm at the ‘Village Hall. Membership is 
currently free we welcome people from the age of 9 to 90+, to indulge in all areas of theatrical 
performances, set building, costumes, directing, acting, make-up, song & dance, etc. 

Interested? We look forward to meeting you. 

Karen Mitchell (Players’ Secretary) 01462 816336 
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Significant Events 

 

 

RIP's  
 
Donald Kubeck passed away on 5th April aged 86 
Harold Carver passed away on 18th April aged 98. Our condolences to Dawn and 
family. 
Ida Mabel Taylor, née Pettifar passed away on 3th May aged 98. Condolences to 
the Taylor family. 
Joan Wood, née Jackson passed away on 13 May aged 86. Condolences to Barbara 
and family. 
 

 

 

 

 

Birthdays 

Joyce Harris will be 89 on 26 June 

 

Our congratulations go to everybody who is celebrating a birthday in June. 

  



14 

Click here to return to the Table of Contents 

Shefford Leisure Group By Enid Pamment  

This year seems to be flying past and here we are entering 
the sixth month of the year!  With the exception of a few 
beautiful days, and although we have experienced sunshine I 
still have not put my ‘Winter woollies’ away!! 

The last day of April found us heading towards the ‘New’ 
Kings Cross Station.  Not really knowing what to expect!  We 
met our Guide who spoke beautifully clear which is not an 
easy task when surrounded by crowds of people toing and 
froing about.  The brand new development with new 
businesses, leisure and residential quarters all created from 
the old goods yard behind Kings Cross and St Pancras Stations.  This is the largest new public 
square in London, and see the new headquarters for St Martin’s Art School and the Google 
corporation.  We could also see the Harry Potter’s Platform 9¾ at Kings Cross Station!  In the 
afternoon we were taken to John Betjeman’s beloved St.Pancras Station where we saw the 
magnificent ‘Farewell statue’ of a couple embracing and surrounded all around the base of 
wartime activities.  There was also time for us to visit the neighbouring British Library.  
Certainly a most interesting day. 

Early May we met our coach in glorious sunshine to transport us all to Rhyl in North Wales.  
Our driver Marcus was very cheerful and certainly kept us amused.  As we entered Wales he 
played the Welsh National Anthem and on our return to England it was our National Anthem!  
The hotel was beautifully clean and the staff cheerful and extremely helpful.  We had three 
excursions, the magnificent Snowdonia National Park and a train ride on the Ffestiniog Steam 
Railway to Porthmadog, on to Betws-y-Coed the famous mountain village.  We visited 
Caernarfon dominated by its famous castle, on to Mount Snowdon, where some of us went on 
the Snowdon Mountain Railway and the rest of our party had a tour of the new hydro power 
station.  The third excursion crossed us over the Menai Straits onto the Isle of Anglesey ‘Ynys 
Mon’ calling at Llanfair PG shortened from the 58 letter longest named village which only one 
of our party could pronounce!!  Although the wind was a little chilly, the sun shone the whole 
time for us and everyone said how much they had enjoyed their holiday.  Marcus bless him 
put a tape on as he steered into Bedfordshire ‘Time to say Goodbye’  What a nice friendly 
man! 

The forthcoming events planned for 2017 are as follows, but always keep an eye on the list as I 
am frequently booking trips to try and give people a wider choice of events available.  
However, I must emphasize, if trips organised do not reach the required number of people 
participating then I am sorry to say that particular event has to be cancelled.  I am so sorry, 
but I had to cancel Billy Elliot at Milton Keynes theatre due to lack of support.  I have however, 
booked Dreamcoats and Pettycoats for July – this is a light hearted cheerful show so I do hope 
it will appeal to our readers. 
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FORTHCOMING EVENTS  

Mystery Sunday Afternoon Tea Sun 21st May 
Brick Lane Musical – (25th year Anniversary Show) Sat 10th June 

Hidden London & Regents Park – (With Guide) Sun 18th June 

Dreamcoats & Petticoats  (Matinee) Wed  5th July 
Kensington Palace & Gardens (Reserve List only) Tues 25th July 

Sandringham Flower Show - Now in its 133rd Year.  From Sandringham Park 
you can see the House and Church.  Leaving Shefford at 7.45am. 

Wed 26th July  

Hunstanton – A day at the seaside (Don’t forget your bucket & spade!) Sun 6th Aug 
Ampthill & District Lions – ‘Singalong’ with Berkhamsted Ukulele Random 
Players Flitwick Village Hall at 7.45pm – Admission free – small charge for 
transport.  

Tues 19th Sept 

Thursford Christmas Spectacular - Leaving Shefford at 9am and stopping for 
coffee and a browse at Elveden en route. 

Sun 12th Nov 

Tango Moderno – Flavia & Vincent at Milton Keynes Theatre (Matinee)  Sat 18th Nov 
Auntie Brenda’s Christmas Tale!! At Wicksteed Park Including Christmas 
lunch and afternoon tea.  Links over 25 popular songs from Christmases 
throughout the years. 

Sun 10th Dec 

LONDON SHOWS CURRENTLY AVAILABLE 
(organised in conjunction with Stevenage Group Travel) 

STEPPING OUT – (Matinee) – Vaudeville Theatre – stall seats  Thurs 1st June 
DREAM GIRLS – Matinee – Savoy Theatre. Nominated 5 Olivier Awards 
including the Best New Musical.  Stall and Dress Circle Seats.  Coach leaving 
Shefford at 10.30am approximately. 

Wed 7th June 

THE WIND IN THE WILLOWS –The London Palladium, Royal Circle Seats, 
Coach leaving Shefford at 10.15am 

Tues 27th June 

THE GIRLS  – Matinee – Phoenix Theatre – Stall Seats – Coach leaving 
Shefford at 10.30am approximately. 

Tues 8th 
August 

Evening Racing with OLLY MURS – LIVE 
Evening racing at Sandown Park followed by live music from Olly Murs.  Olly 
rose to fame after finishing as the runner up on the X-Factor back in 2009.  
He has gone on to be one of the most successful talent competition 
contestants ever. Coach leaving Stevenage at 2pm.  (Arrangements can be 
made for transport from Shefford). 

Thurs 10th Aug 

Please telephone for availability and prices of any holidays, outings or shows listed above.  
For all holidays, including transport from Shefford and hotel accommodation, Shefford Leisure Group acts as 
an agent for the Tour Operator; their terms and conditions apply. 
Shefford Leisure Group is open to everyone in the local community, who feel they would like to join us on our 
ventures and see places they would not see under their own steam.  We are always happy to meet new 
friends.  Raffles are held and all the proceeds are for Keech Hospice Care for Children.  For further information 
regarding dates, prices and availability or to receive our monthly newsletter, please contact Enid on 01462 

851397 or e-mail enid.pamment@gmail.com.  

mailto:enid.pamment@gmail.com


16 

Click here to return to the Table of Contents 

Notices   

Bedford Model Engineering Society Summerfield Miniature Railway 
Off the A600 just past Haynes Turn 

Public Running Days in 2017 from 10.30.AM to 4 PM. 
JUNE 
Sunday 11th  
Sunday 25th 

AUGUST 
Wednesday 2nd * 
Wednesday 9th * 
Wednesday 16th * 
Sunday 27th  
Monday 28th (Bank Holiday) 

OCTOBER 
Sunday 8th 
Sunday 22nd  
Wednesday 25th (half term)* 

JULY 
Sunday 9th 
Sunday 23rd 

SEPTEMBER 
Sunday 3rd  
Sunday 17th 

DECEMBER 
Saturday & Sunday 2nd & 3rd  Santa 
Specials – pre-booking essential 

*On our Wednesday openings, only limited catering will be available. 
For further information, see our website: www.bedfordmes.co.uk  

 

Meppershall Good Neighbours Group 
The Gnomes would like to hear from you if: 
* You have recently moved to Meppershall and would like one of our welcome packs 
* You would like our help 
* You would like to join us. 
Call our helpline: 07760 793921 or come to our coffee morning at 10.45 on the 2nd Thursday of 
each month at the New Meppershall Care Home on Shefford Road. You can also find 
Meppershall Good Neighbours on Facebook   

 

‘TRUGS & TROWELS’  

Campton Gardening Club 

Our next meeting will be on Monday, 5th June 2017 

Campton Village Hall, 7.30-9.00pm 

 A talk by Brenda Marriot - ‘Small Gardens’ 

Everyone Welcome - Admission £1.50 

For more information, please contact…  Maryika 01462 851729 

  

http://www.bedfordmes.co.uk/
https://en-gb.facebook.com/meppershallgoodneighbour/
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Meppershall Calendar of Events  

June 
Day Date What's on When Where 

Thursday 1 Evergreens 2:30 - 4:15 Sugar Loaf 

Sunday 4 Junior Church 11am St Mary's Vestry 

Monday 5 
Campton Gardening Club 
Talk (see page 16) 
Admission £1:50 

7:30-9:00pm Campton Village Hall 

Tuesday 6 
Rectory Tea – chat and a 
cuppa – all welcome 

2-4pm St Mary's Rectory 

Wednesday 7 Players’ AGM 7:45pm Village Hall 

Thursday 8 General Election 7am -10pm Village Hall 

Thursday 8 GNOMES Coffee morning 11:45 AM Meppershall Care Home 

Friday 9 Silent together 9-9:30 am St Mary's 

Friday 9 
Bingo (non-members £1) 
(Meat Raffle drawn at 
interval) 

6.45pm for 
7.15pm  

Social Club 

Saturday 10 Club Sound Karaoke  8pm till late Social Club 

Sunday 11 
Second Sunday Stroll 
5½miles to Greyhound at 
Haynes 

2pm St Mary's 

Sunday 11 
Paul Carne's Quiz night  £1 
pp admission see page 28 

7:30 pm start Social Club 

Monday 12 Parish Council Meeting 7:30 pm start Village Hall 

Thursday 15 Evergreens 2:30 - 4:15 Sugar Loaf 

Friday 16 
Bingo (non-members £1) 
(Meat Raffle drawn at 
interval) 

6.45pm for 
7.15pm  

Social Club 

Saturday 17 
Village summer quiz (in aid 
of church restoration see 
page 32) 

7pm for 7:30 start St Mary's Vestry 

Saturday 24 Celtic Morning Prayer 9am St Mays 

Saturday 24 Summer  Fair 1:00pm Meppershall school 

Also see the calendar on the village website 

http://www.meppershall.org/index.php/meppershall-calendar/month.calendar/2016/06/22/-
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Birthdays    

A very happy birthday to those of you 

celebrating birthdays in June 

 

Max Curtis who will be 7 on the 1st  

Molly Curtis who will be 7 on the 1st  

Vinnie Simpkins who will be 12 on the 1st 

Abbie Bradshaw who will be 14 on the 3rd 

Niamh Fairweather who will be 15 on the 3rd 

Abigail Lougher who will be 15 on the 4th 

Lewis Savuto who will be 15 on the 10th 

Harry Latto who will be 6 on the 12th 

Alison Watson who will be 13 on the 14th 

Tayla Woodcock who will be 11 on the 25th 

Monica Steeley who will be 14 on the 26th 

William Lambley who will be 11 on the 28th 

Finn Rose who will be 12 on the 30th 

 

 

If you are under 16 and would like your name added to 

the birthday page, please call Louise Hutson on 814148  

or email at louhuts@gmail.com 
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Parking consultation 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The majority of Central Bedfordshire residents use their cars as their main way of getting 
about. Cars and other vehicles are essential to many of us, for both our home lives and for 
work. 

Central Bedfordshire households have a higher than average number of cars or vans, which is 
why parking is such an important issue. There were 157,000 cars or vans in Central 
Bedfordshire at the time of the 2011 Census, and 47% of households owned two or more 
vehicles (compared to 32% nationally). 

So, we have been considering the current need for parking and looking ahead to understand 
what we will need in the future. 

 how to manage on and off street parking 

 the future provision of car parks 

 our approach to enforcing the rules that control parking 

Here, we explain the types of things we could consider introducing that might improve parking 
for our residents and visitors, while providing an affordable and cost-effective approach. 

Why produce a new parking strategy? 

A well planned and managed approach to parking can help make our towns and local 
communities better places to live, work and visit. 

As a transport authority we have a legal obligation to manage the road network appropriately, 
and parking is part of this. 
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Our ambition for Central Bedfordshire 

We want to contribute to the Council's ambition to make Central Bedfordshire a great place to 
live and work, and create sustainable economic growth. Central Bedfordshire is a high growth 
area — we are close to London, with good transport links and it's a great place to live. 

This means that new people naturally wish to live here and work here, and our children also 
wish to stay here. We will need more housing and more employment to fulfil this demand. 
More houses and more employment usually means more roads and more cars, so we also 
need to consider parking that will meet this future growth and helps our town centres to 
thrive. 

How we will deliver our ambition 

There are nine objectives that will guide the development of our Parking Strategy. These 
objectives have been created to reflect the issues which have been identified as being 
important locally, while at the same time ensuring the delivery of wider national and local 
policy.  These nine objectives are: 

 Make Central Bedfordshire and its town centres as accessible to residents, businesses 
and visitors as possible to ensure growth and prosperity 

 Ensure that parking schemes for residents, businesses and visitors are well managed 

 Promote the safety of all road users 

 Ensure that there is sufficient and appropriate parking for new developments 

 Fulfil our statutory requirements for the parking we provide 

 Help ensure that our roads are well managed 

 Provide alternative travel choices that are sustainable 

 Provide effective enforcement or parking restrictions 

 Work in partnership with other parking providers (such as railway stations, retail parks 
etc.) so we can provide the best service possible 

Along with the information from the parking assessments, we will also use the policies and 
actions set out in the parking questionnaire to guide decisions about changes to parking that 
we might make. 

The public and other stakeholders will have an opportunity to have their say on proposed local 
changes to parking before those changes are made. 

Have your say in our parking consultation 

The parking consultation is open until Friday, 16 June 2017. 

Have your say online in our parking consultation at 
 http://www.centralbedfordshire.gov.uk/surveys/parking/parkingstrategy.htm 

Or, download the questionnaire (PDF 53.8KB) from 
 http://www.centralbedfordshire.gov.uk/Images/parking-questionnaire_tcm3-22554.pdf 

http://www.centralbedfordshire.gov.uk/surveys/parking/parkingstrategy.htm
http://www.centralbedfordshire.gov.uk/Images/parking-questionnaire_tcm3-22554.pdf
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Enid Pamment By Sharon Watson 

You may know that Enid Pamment the long-standing organiser of the Shefford Leisure group 
and contributor to the Messenger is our production manager and also a member of the 
magazine’s steering committee.  Although she is a key part of our magazine, it is really her 
work at the Shefford Leisure group and the charity that it supports that is the focus of this 
article. 

When her family was younger she used to take part in competitive ballroom dancing, before it 
was popularised by “Strictly”. The first trip she organised involved arranging for a dancing 
competition in Malta, which involved booking 77 flights and accommodation for a fortnight.  
By all accounts it was judged a success because people kept coming forward suggesting that 
she organise further trips. 

Enid started the Shefford Leisure Group in 1998, nearly twenty years ago, but prior to this she 
was a member of the Lions Holiday Club in Hertfordshire and used to help to arrange holidays 
and day outings for them.  When the Lions Club finished, she founded Shefford Leisure 
Group.  Enid suddenly realised there are an awful lot of people that live around you that say; 
“I would love to go to so and so one day” and that one day never happens.  Enid had the 
thought that she would give people the opportunity to get out and about and has been doing 
so ever since.  Seeking inspiration she came across a group magazine that had an advert to 
join the GTOA (Group Travel Organisers Association).  Having joined hey presto it just grew 
from there.  Enid joined GTOA twenty four years ago and is chairman of the Eastern Branch.   

Besides her regular spot in the Messenger, she produces a monthly newsletter that is sent to 
all the member of her group – some 180 at last count.  Like the article, it tempts you with the 
details the current opportunities - but the destinations are illustrated.  Compiling the 
magazine, I like to see what is on offer and have succumbed to a few trips.  Interviewed a few 
years ago she listed some of the more exotic destinations; such as Lake Garda, Lake Como, 
cruising the Norwegian Fjords or the Rhine, visiting Florence, Krakow in Poland and Croatia.  
Luckily she also organises more local trips by coach and numerous visits to theatres in London.  
She accompanies many of the trips to be on hand to deal with unforeseen circumstances.  She 
says that on a trip she wouldn’t be without her mobile phone, sweetie jar and list of people.  
She takes personal responsibility for her people and will ring round the night before a trip to 
make sure that nobody’s forgotten! 

Enid’s pet charity is Keech Hospice Care for Children and she has been a volunteer there for 
twenty three years. She has also taken small groups to visit on various open days and summer 
fetes over the years - giving people the opportunity to see all the wonderful facilities and care 
given to the children and the respite care, which is made available to their families. 

On every coach trip Enid holds a raffle and once a year she hosts a get together where all the 
proceeds from the raffles over the year are donated to Keech Hospice Care For Children.  Her 
last get together was on the 5th April where a cheque was presented for £1000.00 plus an 
additional £100.00 from one of the companies she deals with, City and Village Tours, by the 
Managing Director Gyll King.  Enid has booked over 55 day trips with this company alone!   



23 
 

Click here to return to the Table of Contents 

You may ask why she chose her pet charity to be Keech Hospice Care For Children, she has her 
own personal reasons having lost her own son and the care and respite was not available 
some years ago, so this really is close to her heart.  Enid has raised nearly £25,000 over the 
years, a fantastic achievement, we are all so proud of her! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Keep up the good work Enid and keep smiling!  May Shefford Leisure Group continue not only 
for Meppershall, as membership is spread all over the region.   

How lucky are we to have such a dedicated person in our village who not only gives up her 
time with Shefford Leisure Group but with our Meppershall Messenger as well!  There’s no 
stopping with Enid!  Well done Enid, you are one in a million. 

 

Enid and a representative of the Letchworth Garden City Lions Club present cheques to 
Rebecca Eastwick of the Keech Hospice Care for Children at their annual get together in April 
this year. 
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The Meppershall Social Club – Club Sounds Karaoke 
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Meppershall Social Club  

JUNE & JULY AT THE SOCIAL CLUB  

 

*BINGO- Every Friday Night 

Doors open 6.45pm eyes down 7.15pm  

Members free entry, Non-members £1 entrance fee 

*MEAT RAFFLE-drawn Every Friday Night during the Bingo Interval 

£1 per square could win you your Sunday roast or barbeque 

 

* CLUB SOUND KARAOKE  

Saturday 10th June 8pm-late, Saturday 1st July 8pm-late with Dave & Stuart, 1,000’s of tracks to 
choose from, Sing-a-long to your favourite songs, at this fun for everyone evening in a relaxed 
and friendly atmosphere   

 

* PAUL CARNE’S QUIZ NIGHT  

Sunday 11th June 7.30pm Start 

£1 per person entry fee, no set number in team (you can have as few or as many as you like in 
your team) 50-50 split of entrance fee, half to charity half to the winning team. Non Members 
welcome 

The Sunday Quiz Night will be taking its usual summer break after the June Quiz and will 
resume on Sunday 10th September  

 

*’HELP THE GNOMES’ QUIZ NIGHT Saturday 15th July 7.30pm Start 

Teams of up to 6 people, £3 per person entry fee. This is your chance to support the 
wonderful people of Meppershall who give their time free, to help the residents of 
Meppershall who need assistance  

*SNOOKER  

at the Social Club, members can play every evening when the club is open. For more 
information pop into the Social Club any evening, or contact The Club after 8pm on 01462 
817359. Club opens 8pm; we look forward to seeing you 

MEMBERSHIP for 2017 is now due (pick up a form at the Club)  

Meppershall Social Club 01462 817359 after 8pm  
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Meppershall Summer Fair 
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The Brownies By Suzanne Brightwell  

 

 

 

 

 

At the end of last term we did lots of Easter activities which included Easter cooking, 
crafts, games and inevitably chocolate.  

Now that the lighter nights and on occasion’s warmer weather has arrived, we are able 
to get out and about, either in the village or further afield, which is something the 
brownies really look forward to. 

As we haven’t the use of the play area behind the village hall, we have diverted our 
village outdoor activities to The Old Road Meadow down Hoo Road this year. We had 
a fun evening there with a wildlife treasure hunt, played hide and seek and some other 
games. 

We are looking forward to our Brownies have Talent evening next week. This usually 
proves to be a fantastic event with the brownies showing off their amazing talents and 
they are always very enthusiastic to show us what they can all do. In fact in the past 
we have not been able to fit it all in and last year had to hold another one. 

We are also going to be going on a treasure trail through Henlow and will finish at the 
Pit to play in the park and have a picnic treat.  

An event we are particularly looking forward to this term is the Brownie Activity Day in 
June. The girls will have the opportunity to take part in lots of different activities, 
including archery, a giant inflatable obstacle course, spiders web, low ropes, tag rugby, 
climbing wall, bush crafts and nature craft. This will then be followed by a barbeque 
dinner and then singing around the campfire.  This event is a Division event so the girls 
will also get the opportunity to meets lots of other brownies and make new friends. 

Brownie leaders also get to have fun (without the brownies) with other brownie 
volunteers. This month I tried a bit of bell ringing at St Andrews Church in 
Biggleswade, which is something I had always wanted to do. This was a really 
interesting evening where we had a tour of the bell tower and had a go at ringing the 
bells ourselves. It is very difficult and makes you appreciate the people who give up 
their time to do this each week. 

If you are interested in your daughter joining Brownies or volunteering yourself, then 
please contact Snowy Owl (Suzanne) on 07817 392325 or you can register online at 
www.girlguiding.org.uk.    
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Meppershall Social Club Quiz Night 
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Financial Matters By Paul Savuto   

 

SURVIVING FINANCIALLY AFTER THE DEATH OF A LOVED ONE 

 

Bereavement is a sad and a challenging time for families, and it can be made much worse if 
the surviving partner is left to cope with money worries. Regular bills like mortgage payments 
can often be a heavy financial burden if they have to come from one salary instead of two. The 
death of a partner can mean that families need to pay for services such as extra child care and 
help around the house. Whilst it’s tempting to put off thinking about the financial 
consequences of losing a partner or loved one, figures from the Association of British 
Insurers* show that in 2015, UK insurance companies paid out an average of £9.4m each day 
to over 128,000 families as a result of claims on protection policies. 

 

A LIFELINE FOR FAMILIES Thinking about life insurance isn’t the most cheerful or uplifting 
subject, but it could prove to be the lifeline a family needs. If your children, partner or 
relatives depend on your income to cover the cost of paying the mortgage or rent and other 
living expenses, then it makes good sense to think about the protection and peace of mind 
that life insurance can give. Those who don’t have life insurance often say they can’t afford 
the premiums. However, the cost of life insurance is not as expensive as many people seem to 
think. Life insurance premiums have come down in cost over the last few years, and cover can 
start at just a few pounds a month.  

 

REVIEWING EXISTING POLICIES If you have life insurance in place, but it’s been a while since 
you reviewed the cover it provides, this could be a good time to take another look. If you’ve 
taken out a bigger mortgage, added to your family or are approaching retirement, then it 
might be in your best interests to consider reviewing your policy. There may now be more 
cost-effective policy options available to you.  

*Association of British Insurers, UK Insurers and long-term savings key facts, 2015 

 

FINAL SALARY PENSIONS Questions 

 

I’m a member of the Barclays 1964 Pension Scheme (Final Salary) and have been provided a 
transfer quote of over £800,000. This seems very high. Should I take up this option?  

Many companies (particularly banks and insurance companies) are offering transfer values 
that are far higher than in previous years. Therefore, it is an excellent time to review your 
options. As your transfer value is more than £30,000 you will be required to seek independent 
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financial advice if you choose to transfer. The decision to transfer away from a Final Salary 
Pension should not be taken lightly. There are many factors to consider. These include the size 
of the tax free lump sum, flexibility of pension withdrawals, loss of guaranteed pension and 
death benefits to name just a few.  

 

I’m a member of a Final Salary Pension Scheme and I am concerned that my children will not 
be able to inherit the pension. Is this true? Would the position change if I was transfer my 
Final Salary Pension into a Personal Pension?  

 

It would be important to check your scheme’s rules. However, most final salary pension 
schemes offer a small provision for children until they are 18 years old (or 23 if they are in full-
time education). If you were to transfer to a Personal Pension, you would be able to pass the 
pension fund to your children by way of nomination in the event of your death. However, 
there are many other factors in deciding if this is the best course of action. Therefore, we 
would strongly recommend that you seek independent financial advice.  

 

As part of the service at DGS, we take the time to understand our client’s unique planning 
needs and circumstances, so that we can provide you with the most suitable solutions in the 
most cost-effective way. For a free review of your current pension plans and financial 
situation, please contact Paul Savuto, AFPS, Chartered Financial Planner. DGS Independent 
Financial Advisers Ltd. 07834 499595 or email ps@dgsifa.com.  I’m based in Meppershall and 
I’ll be happy to talk to you. 

 

mailto:ps@dgsifa.com
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Meppershall Garden Club  

 

 

 

 

 

This month's article has been provided by MGC member Sarah Till. 

The Garden Club’s May visit took us to Woburn Abbey gardens.  It was probably 
the coldest day we have had for some time with a biting easterly wind, but this did 
not stop us all enjoying the beautiful grounds and gardens recreated by Humphrey 
Repton in the early nineteenth century, with more redevelopment work taking 
place over recent years.   

Bluebells, cowslips and the last remaining white daffodils grew in glorious swathes 
under the freshly leaved trees and multi coloured tulips* and purple and white 
clematis grew abundantly in the gardens around the romantic ruins of the folly.   

After a quick exploration of the Hornbeam Maze, luckily for us the hedges were 
only waist high or we still might be there now, we took respite from the wind in 
the Camellia House where we spent our time looking at the more tropical plants 
and camellias before making our way back towards the restaurant for lunch. 
Conversation centred on the trips and get-togethers we are looking forward to this 
summer – hopefully the weather will be a little warmer than it was on this day in 
May. 

*Some interesting facts about tulips:  there are over 150 species and 3,000 
varieties; their buds are almost perfectly symmetrical; they are part of the lily 
family; tulip petals are edible; they come in almost any colour except true blue; 
they were once the most expensive cut flower to buy; cut tulips will continue to 
grow in a vase for at least a further inch. 

If you would like to find out more about the garden club then please speak to any 
of our members or make contact via our email. 

Email address: meppershallgardenclub@hotmail.co.uk 

 

  

Linda Parker 01462 815114 Kim Lee Tyler 01462 811750 
Email address: meppershallgardenclub@hotmail.co.uk 
 

mailto:meppershallgardenclub@hotmail.co.uk
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Message from St. Mary’s - Services & Events 

Parish Church of St Mary The Virgin (Church of England) 
Church Road, off Campton Road, Meppershall 

www.stmarysmeppershall.org.uk         facebook.com/stmarysmeppershall  

 

Rector:  The Reverend Veronica Goodman 
01462 339962 – ronigoodman@gmail.com – usual day off Monday 

 
Churchwardens: 

Dawn Abbatt 01462 816962 
James Read 01462 857836  Email: Meppershall.PCC@gmail.com 

PCC Secretary: 
Anne Parsons 01462 813333 Email: annie10639@gmail.com 

 

Things to Look Out For… 

Second Sunday – 11th June – our Second Sunday Service with refreshments and chat midway 

through – and the Second Sunday Stroll this month out to the Greyhound at Haynes for 

refreshments in its newly refurbished surroundings. 

Village Summer Quiz – Saturday 17th June, Village Hall - the regular quiz event in aid of the 

church restoration (run by the Friends of St Mary’s), held as a summer event for the second 

year running – individually or as a whole table of 6. Bar opens at 7pm for a 7.30pm start. 

Meppershall.pcc@gmail.com or call 857836 to book (James). 

SPARKS – back this summer! Your help may be just what we need… call Dawn (816962) to find 

out more and to offer your support. 

The 2017 Bike and Hike in support of Beds & Herts Historic Churches Trust 

This year’s ‘Bike and Hike’ takes place on Saturday 9th September and you could join in.  

Meppershall always has a team participating – we would love to have you along, or you may 

want to do it individually. Churches across the counties open between 10am and 6pm so bike 

riders and hikers can visit and chalk up as many visits as possible, gaining sponsorship as they 

go for a key grant-making charity supporting historic church buildings across our region. It is 

great fun and a chance to plot a unique day-long route through our beautiful countryside. 

Meppershall.pcc@gmail.com or call James for more info (857836).  

mailto:Meppershall.pcc@gmail.com
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A Message from St Mary’s… 

The Church had its annual meetings very late in April this year - and so this is the first 

opportunity to publish some changes.  

Although carrying on with many of the things he does for the Church, James Read has decided 

to stand down as Church Warden for now. We are so grateful for all he has done and all he 

will be continuing to do - wearing “other hats”.   Dawn Abbatt is continuing as Church Warden 

and will be joined by Chris Valentine who has kindly agreed to take on that role. 

We are also very pleased to be welcoming Keith Callard as a Reader licensed to St Mary’s 

Church.  Readers are lay people, called by God, trained and licensed by the Church to preach, 

teach, lead worship and assist in pastoral work and mission. Keith lives in the village and has 

been taking services in our church for a year now. We are very pleased that he and his wife 

Ruth would like to join us more permanently - and very grateful to St Francis Church in Luton 

for being willing to let them go!   

We are working very hard to move forward on the repair and restoration of the Church and 

have now appointed a “project” architect to help prioritise the work into projects of a 

manageable size. The cost of the work required continues to out-strip our ability to raise funds 

so that it is likely that we will need to seek grants from several sources to restore our beautiful 

church and preserve it for generations to come. If you would like to help please do be in touch 

with Roni. 

Of course, it is not our wish just to maintain a beautiful building… our desire is for a church 

that is full of life - open, friendly and welcoming to all; we hope we will be a growing church, 

going deeper into God together and reaching out in love and service… otherwise the beautiful 

building will be just a beautiful historical artefact! 

We are looking forward to some more lovely events in the year ahead; Sparks, Bike-and-Hike 

and Scarecrows coming first, I think. We have a new mailing list - please join it at 

www.stmarysmeppershall.org.uk for news updates, or ‘Like’ our Facebook page 

facebook.com/stmarymeppershall, or look in the Village Shop or Bakery to see what you 

would like to join in.  

Rector Roni 
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Services and Events – June 2017   At St Mary’s unless stated below 

Date Time Service / Event 

Sunday 4thJune 
Pentecost 
Whit Sunday 

10.45am 
11.00am 

Teen Table Talk at the Rectory 
Holy Communion 
With Junior Church (in the vestry) 

Tuesday 6th June 2-4pm Rectory Tea – chat and a cuppa – all welcome 

Weds 7th June 10.00am Holy Communion 

Friday 9th June 9-
9.30pm 

Silent Together – join friends to sit for a few minutes to enjoy 
the tranquillity of the church 

Sunday 11th June 
Trinity Sunday 

8.30am 
11.00am 
2pm 

Holy Communion 
Morning worship - Second Sunday Service 
Second Sunday Stroll – The Greyhound. Meet at the church 
gate for 5.5 miles to Haynes and its newly refurbished village 
pub – via Crackle Hill, Campton and Chicksands on the Bunyan 
Trail. facebook.com/MeppershallStrollers or email 
Meppershall.pcc@gmail.com. 

Monday 12th 
June 

7.45 for 
8pm 

Bible Society Meeting, 8 Westfield Rd, Henlow. Speaker: Revd 
R. Nokes (formerly of Langford) 

Weds 14th June 10.00am Holy Communion 

Thurs 15th June 7.30pm Corpus Christi – Holy Communion 

Saturday 17th 
June 

7.00 for 
7.30pm 

Village Quiz – run by the Friends of St Mary’s in aid of church 
restoration – at the village hall – bar from 7pm. To book, email 
Meppershall.pcc@gmail.com or call 857836. 

Sun 18th June 
1st after Trinity 

8.30am 
11.00am 

Holy Communion Holy Communion 
Morning Worship - All Age Family Service 

Weds 21st June 10.00am Holy Communion 

Sat 24th June 9.00am Celtic Morning Prayer 
Village Fair at the School! 

Sun 25th June 
2nd after Trinity 

11.00am Holy Communion 

Weds 28th June 10.00am Holy Communion 

Sunday 2nd July 
3rd after Trinity 

10.45am 
11.00am 

Teen Table Talk at the Rectory 
Holy Communion 
With Junior Church (in the vestry) 

 

mailto:Meppershall.pcc@gmail.com
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 St. Mary’s Meppershall Junior Church  
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The Team   

CONTRIBUTIONS 

The Editor welcomes contributions to the Messenger, whether as letters, articles or notices.  
Contributions should preferably be as attachments to e-mail but hand written contributions 
may be sent by post, left at the Editor’s address below or in the folder kept at the Village 
Stores.  Contributions should run to not more than one A5 page (except by prior arrangement) 
and should be received by the Editor not later than the 12th of the month for publication at 
the end of that month.   Contributions received after the deadline may be held over. 

DISCLAIMER 

The Editor reserves the right to omit or alter any advertisement or article and to change the 
content, format or issue date of the magazine without prior notice.  The Editor cannot be held 
responsible for the factual correctness of, or for any libellous comment or statement made in 
any advertisement, article or other contribution published in this magazine.  Every effort will 
be made to avoid any deliberate attempt to mislead or otherwise cause harm or damage to 
any person or persons by any advertisement, article or any other contribution published in 
this magazine. 

THE TEAM 

Editor Mike McConnell 2a Gregory Close 811814 
 Email: mmcconnell567@gmail.com  
Assistant Editor David Turner 2 Campton Road 813613 
  Email: davidturner25@hotmail.com  
Advertising and 
Distribution 

Colette House 90 Fildyke Road 815585 
Email: colettehouse@gmail.com  

Production 
Co-ordination 

Enid Pamment 112 High Street 851397   
Email: enid.pamment@gmail.com 

Treasurer John Thompson 16 Brookmead  812983 
 Email: jthompson244@btinternet.com  

 

Collating Dates for your Diaries  
  

June 26  October 30  
July 31 Double issue November 27 Double issue 

September 25  January 2018 29  
 

Please note that dates in the above table indicate the month in which the collating will take 
place, at 2.30 pm in the Sugar Loaf.  The issue being collated will relate to the following 
month. 
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