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Editorial By Mike McConnell  

Summer is finally with us with and as I write this I am hopeful of 
enjoying long warm days, and nature showing us all its power as it 
rushes to produce the flowers and fruits for our gardens.  Although it is 
busy, it seems quite an optimistic time of year with the promise of 
summer holidays and the eventual harvest.  It is a great time of year to 
be in a village such as Meppershall. 

I do quite a bit of walking about, as I do not want to use the car for 
short distances.  At this time of year there are regular trips needed to the allotment, so I am 
quite often walking along the High Street to Fildyke Road.  One of the pleasures of walking is 
that you are much more closely connected to your surroundings, without the windscreen and 
the rest of the car around you and without the engine noise.  One of the things that I’ve 
enjoyed most over the last months as spring has rolled into summer has been the birdsong. 

In the village where it is not drowned out by the noise of the traffic it is very noticeable and on 
my walks coming seemingly from everywhere.  You may not see the birds but you can 
certainly hear them!  I’m not a bird-watcher but I really appreciate their songs.  If you walk 
through the fields, you’re quite often serenaded by the skylarks. They’re hard to spot, but it is 
easy to listen to their songs, which continue without repetition or pause for breath.  In the 
village though, the birds that I’ve most noticed singing are among humblest and most 
common of our British birds; the blackbird and robin.  It might be because they are so 
recognisable, that that I often pinpoint them as the source of the song, sitting at the top of a 
tree, on a wire or a roof-top, singing for all they are worth.  It does one good to hear it, even if 
the biologists tell you that they are simply advertising for mates or proclaiming their territory.  
Lately, I’ve also heard the squabbles from chicks in the nest - rising and falling to coincide with 
the return of the parents with food.  All of this is free and readily accessible to those of us 
lucky to live in a village such as Meppershall. 

It is not just my own personal foible either.  If you search the internet you will find many 
scholarly articles extolling the benefits of birdsong and its contribution to our sense of 
wellbeing - so much so that planners are urged to maintain green spaces so that people can 
continue to enjoy birdsong.  As the surviving descendants of the dinosaurs, birds have been 
living alongside humans since we came down from the trees.  Perhaps that is why they are 
psychologically so good for us – as a result of long association?  I’ve often thought that one of 
the reasons why we enjoy our beach holidays may be because our early ancestors saw the 
seaside as a safe alternative to the jungle with a ready source of food, and that sense of peace 
has come down through the generations. 

If you want to find out more about our birds and their songs, there is plenty of information 
online1 and we are quite close to the RSPB Lodge2 at Sandy where entrance is free to members 
and others pay only for parking. 

                                                
1
  http://www.bbc.co.uk/radio4/science/birdsong.shtml 

2 https://www.rspb.org.uk/reserves-and-events/find-a-reserve/reserves-a-z/reserves-by-name/t/thelodge/about.aspx 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/radio4/science/birdsong.shtml
https://www.rspb.org.uk/reserves-and-events/find-a-reserve/reserves-a-z/reserves-by-name/t/thelodge/about.aspx
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The Meppershall Players 

  THE MEPPERSHALL PLAYERS   

At our A.G.M on Wednesday 7th June, at Meppershall Village Hall the Committee for 
2016/2017 was elected as follows, Chairman-Tom Mitchell, Vice-Chair-Charlotte Goddard, 
Treasurer-Paul Carne, Secretary- Karen Mitchell, Junior Rep-Jack Coffey, Clair Piller, Angie 
Jones, Joan Vernon, Scott Bray and Keisha Burrage.  

There was a tie this year for the much-coveted Players’ award ‘The Gerry’ (Players’ equivalent 
to an Oscar) with no shortage of worthy Nominees, Tom Mitchell, Chris Bracken, Luke Walker, 
Laura Thompson, Charlotte Goddard, Anna Tierney and Joan Vernon. The honours being 
shared between Christopher Bracken & Charlotte Goddard (last year’s recipient). 
Congratulations to our winners and well done to all our nominees  

As you read this the Players’ are busy sorting and packing equipment ready for storage as we 
prepare to vacate the home of the Players’ since the 1960’s. We were called the Meppershall 
Amateur Dramatic Society back then (M.A.D.S for short). We can only imagine the array of 
excitement, worries, nerves and fears of the group back then when they first performed as a 
fledgling group on the stage at the then new Meppershall Village Hall.    

Our name and our membership line up may have changed since those early days, and 
although we will be experiencing a lot of changes in the months to come and challenges for 
staging productions in the Interim Hall, as we move forward we take inspiration from the 
foundations laid by our predecessors and with the camaraderie, enthusiasm, determination 
and open-mindedness of the current Players’ we look forward to exploring new horizons in an   
ever-changing future 

Players’ dates for your 2017 diary:  

STMA Summer Fete 16th July 1-5pm Players Stall at Digswell Park, Shefford 

Singing & Dancing Rehearsals for Panto Start Wed 2nd August 7.30pm at the Village Hall  

‘A Christmas Carol, the Panto’ 1st, 2nd, 8th & 9th December at Meppershall Village Hall 

   ************************************************************************** 

Wanted! One Piano Player for future pantomimes, variety shows & musicals 

Find the Meppershall Players on Facebook (Meppershall Players Community) Insta-gram, 
Twitter, Village Hall Website, and Players notice board front foyer of Meppershall Village Hall. 

The Players meet every Wednesday evening at 7.30pm at the Village Hall. Membership is 
currently free; we welcome people from the age of 9 to 90+, to indulge in all areas of 
theatrical performances, set-building, costumes, directing, acting, make-up, song & dance, etc. 

Interested? We look forward to meeting you.  

Karen Mitchell (Players’ Secretary) 01462 816336  
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Letters to the Editor 

 

Tiger Moth Experience  By Alison Watson  

  

 

I am a Year 8 student at the Henlow Church of England Academy.  

A Tiger Moth flight competition was sponsored by De Havilland. This wonderful 

opportunity was offered to various schools in the area.   

To enter the competition we could either do a A3 poster, a model, or anything 

that would depict the history of the Tiger Moth and De Havilland, Hatfield, where 

these wonderfully reliable aircraft were produced.  

After thinking about this project and only having four days to complete before half 

term I decided to produce a diary, as my Great Grandfather worked during this 

time in De Havilland at Hatfield during the second World War. I did some research 

looking up family photographs, which were also very useful for my project  
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There were five selected winners from each school taking part, which was a free 

20-minute flight in a Tiger Moth from Shuttleworth. I was delighted to be selected 

and had my flying  

experience which was an amazing opportunity.  I really enjoyed myself and was so 

glad I was able to do it.  I had grand views of Cardington, Sandy, Biggleswade and 

beyond.  The sun was shining and had a running commentary from my Pilot who 

was very kind and interesting. 

I would like to sincerely thank Mrs Wallace our teacher at Henlow Church of 

England Academy for her guidance in making this experience possible. 

Alison Watson 
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Parish Council Report for May & June By Peter Chapman 

May was the statutory meeting where the various positions on the Council are filled for the 

next twelve months. There were no changes - I was re-elected as Chairman, John Parsons as 

Vice Chairman, David Foskett as representative on the Village Hall Management Committee 

and John Thompson as the Council Governor at Meppershall Academy. 

Cllr Tony Brown reported that CBC had a verified 5.76 years Land Supply and therefore could 

start refusing planning requests, hopefully bringing to an end the free-for-all that has applied 

until recently. He also reported that Mark Liddiard had been elected to replace Lew Birt as a 

representative for Meppershall on Central Beds Council. 

There had been no new planning applications and the only new business to report was grants 

to the Wanderbus and the Village Fair which were approved; I reported that the notes of the 

Annual Parish meeting were on the website. 

Here are the main points from the June meeting held on the Monday 12th June: 

We received a request from Seafarers UK to fly the Red Ensign on Merchant Navy Day which is 

the 3rd September. Unfortunately, the Council does not have a flag pole, but if the Parishioners 

who do have a flag pole would like to do so the Council would be grateful. 

In his report Cllr Tony Brown announced that the draft Local Plan would be open for 

consultation from 4th to 29th July 2017 and copies would be available on-line and from the 

Library in Shefford. A drop-in session would be held on 18th July at the Council Offices from  

2pm-8pm where members of the public can speak to officers of the Council. He said that even 

with the planned development Central Beds is still a very rural area with 84% of its area being 

countryside.  

Members of the public provided more information on speeding in Shefford Road, the noise 

from the demolition of the factory and Chapel, and the missing patch of road surface in 

Shefford Road which Highways do not think is bad enough to do anything about. 

Planning: Stocken House, 59 Shefford Road is still awaiting a decision on 150 dwellings. 

Conversion and extension to double garage at 79A Shefford Road – approved by CBC; 

Construction of hard standing at Sandy View Lane refused by CBC . 

Appeals: change of use for Woodview Nurseries – still ongoing.  

The Sugar Loaf ph – change of use to convenient stores, appeal DISMISSED! The Inspecting 

Officer was of the opinion that the highways aspect of the application could never be 

satisfactorily resolved. A big battle won but the war continues.  

New applications:  
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Land adjacent to 23 Shefford Road – six semi-detached chalet style bungalows – a number of 

issues were highlighted and will be passed to CBC but there were no grounds to object. Arran 

Park Fishery: (ongoing since 2003) – no objections but a request that the gate onto Hoo Road 

is not used for access. Additional information has been received regarding the noise objection 

to the development at 100 High Street but it does not change anything so our objections still 

stand. An enforcement investigation is underway into alleged breach of traffic management 

conditions on the Village Hall site. CBC has requested a list of possible names for the new 

roads on the Village Hall development site; as with previous developments John Parsons has 

produced a list of names associated in the past with the area being developed. 

Finance: the accounts are now available to be inspected; please contact the Clerk to arrange a 

convenient time. 

Highways: Cllr R Smith reported that Shefford Road between Hoo Road and Orchard Close will 

be closed from 1st to 7th August but no one is certain why. The Clerk is to seek clarification. 

Environment and Leisure: the Council agreed to purchase a children’s swing for Old Road 

Meadow, to be installed asap; goalposts and some fencing will hopefully follow soon after. 

Community Assets: Cllr P Smith reported that while Hawthorn Leisure had lost the battle for 

the Sugar Loaf to become a convenience store they would still fight its listing as a Community 

Asset, which is at the appeal stage. 

Neighbourhood Plan: the Council has agreed to progress the recently completed Village Plan 

to the next stage of the process, which is the Neighbourhood Plan. As with the Village Plan the 

process, which now includes representation from CBC, will be run by Parishioners with the 

backing of the PC; Mark Thomason agreed to be the PC spokesman for the group. 

Police Strategy Meeting: The Clerk reported that the first areas of concern to be tackled were 

Speeding in Towns and Villages, Fly Tipping and anti-social behaviour. On speeding, the PCSOs 

are to spend 14 hours a week liaising with the local speed watch teams who will hand out 

warning letters to drivers caught speeding. It is planned that anyone receiving a third letter 

will have it delivered personally by a PC. The Speed Watch teams are vital in trying to reduce 

speeding in built up areas and the police are recruiting members to join the Speed Watch 

teams in this area. If you are interested and require more information please contact the 

Watch Scheme Co-ordinator Juliet Wright by emailing 

juliet.wright@bedfordshire.pnn.police.uk or telephone 07931 293908.  It was agreed to invite 

a member of the policing team for Meppershall to attend the July meeting. 

Please note that the July meeting is on Monday 24th July 7.45pm in the Village Hall; there is no 

meeting in August and we return to the normal second Monday of the month on 11th 

September 2017 at 7.45pm, probably in the temporary Village Hall. 

Peter Chapman Chairman Meppershall Parish Council           chairman@meppershall.org  

mailto:juliet.wright@bedfordshire.pnn.police.uk
mailto:chairman@meppershall.org
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Meppershall Academy By Nikki Moore 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We have had a very busy few weeks!  The Year 4s had their residential trip to Caythorpe Hall 
and stayed for three days. This was our second PGL trip and it was a truly valuable experience 
for our Year 4s. The children were faced with many different challenges and they all showed 
true grit and determination and tried everything offered to them. Some of the children have 
written a short piece about their trip to share with you. 

 

“This year at PGL, my best activity was the Giant Swing. I overcame my fear of abseiling 
because I didn’t want to do it at first but managed it in the end even though it was so high. I 
shared a room with my friends. Other activities we did were Jacob’s Ladder, rock-climbing, 
tunnelling, aero ball, problem solving and survival skills. We stayed for 3 days and 2 nights. It 
was fun.” 

 

By Holly Larby 

 

“On Monday 15th May, 2017, Oaks class at Meppershall Academy took a coach to Caythorpe 
Court, a PGL centre in Lincolnshire. We stayed in rooms with our friends and did lots of fun 
activities. I played aero ball and in my last match I scored 2 points for my team. The lunch was 
yummy. We came home on Wednesday 17th May.” 

 

By Jhnelle Roberts 

 

“At PGL, abseiling was the best thing because it was so fun. Plus we were very safe because 
we wore special harnesses. There was no chance to get bored because there were so many 
activities.  The food was fantastic. There was loads of choice and a salad bar for picky-eaters. 
When we went rock-climbing - if you managed to get to the top you had to ring a bell. It was 
really hard. I climbed the tower in the pouring rain but I still was able to ring the bell. It was a 
great trip.” 

 

By Blaze Silver 
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Huge congratulations to all the children – they were a delight to take away and their tenacity, 
giggles and laughter will stay with me for a very long time. 

 

Kwik Cricket festival 

Tuesday 24th May 2017 

On Tuesday Mrs. Adams took a group of 10 Year 4 children to Henlow for a Kwik Cricket 
competition. Prior to this competition they had 4 weeks of training from specialists to prepare 
them.  

The children did a fantastic job - working as a team and encouraging each other. We came 
third place for our group but actually had the most number of runs!  

Altogether, it was a wonderful day, filled with team spirit and thoughtful play! 

 

Intra-school Sports Competition 

Thursday 25th May 2017 

On Thursday all the children took part in 2 competitions while working in their houses, being 
led by the Year 4 Sports Ambassadors. They completed different activities throughout the 
morning and we were looking for children to display the values of Teamwork, Friendship, 
Perseverance and Courage. Several children were particularly noted for displaying these 
values and the whole school worked hard to compete to their very best level! In the first 
competition Dahl came 4th, Donaldson came 3rd, Lewis came 2nd and Kerr came 1st. In the 
second competition, Donaldson came 4th, Dahl came 3rd, Lewis came 2nd and Kerr came 1st 
again!! Thank you to all the Sports Ambassadors and to the staff for helping to make it a very 
successful morning! 

MAPTA Fun Run 

On Friday 26th May, MAPTA (our Parent/Teacher Association) held a fun run for all the 
children in the school. The children had sponsorship forms and had to try to raise as much 
money as possible. The children could choose how many laps they wanted to complete, up to 
five laps around the field. We had a beautiful but hot afternoon! The children competed in 
their houses as a continuance of our inter-school sports competitions that the school held that 
week. All the houses did an excellent job and MAPTA provided all the children with a popsicle 
and a medal at the end. Thank you to all the parents who came to support the children in the 
final competition. It created a fantastic atmosphere! Over £500 was raised for our school. 
Thank you MAPTA for organising such a fun event. 

 

  



10 

Click here to return to the Table of Contents 

Shefford Leisure Group By Enid Pamment  

 

 

Well here we are in July – weather-wise we have been 
baked, frozen, and worn out during the thawing 
period!  Our poor bedding plants probably are not 
aware of the time of year!  Quite frankly I have not 
known whether to use my sun cream or just get my 
warmer jumpers out!  Time doesn’t stop; we have the 
weekend then Monday, and before we know it is the 
weekend again! 
 
All tickets have now been paid for the show ‘Dreamcoats and Petticoats’ at the 
Milton Keynes Theatre; please let me know if you are interested so that I can 
reserve a ticket and ensure that you will not be disappointed. 
 
Our ‘Mystery Tea’ managed to remain a mystery until we arrived at our 
destination, which was Ridgmont Station!  We were welcomed into the Station 
and soon were seated at beautifully laid tables equipped with bone china 
tableware.  The whole ambience is lovely and it didn’t take long before everyone 
was nibbling away at delicately presented sandwiches followed by a beautiful 
selection of cakes and home-made warm scones with lashings of cream and jam! 
(very good for the waistline!) Afterwards a couple of voluntary Guide gave us a 
most interesting history of the station showing photographs etc.  There is a small 
museum – there is no charge for this but a donation box available.  Everyone said 
what a surprise afternoon they’d had.  The tea room is open from midday for 
meals as well as tea but not open Monday or Tuesday. The museum and shop are 
not open weekends unless of course it had been agreed beforehand. 
 
I have received a lot of interest in the Isle of Man trip;  it is proving very popular so 
if you are interested please let me know so I can reserve the rooms.  Fliers for this 
trip are available upon request. This break has been arranged with a company I 
have worked with for years, and used to organise the Welsh holidays which were 
very successful and enjoyable for everyone.  The Isle of Man has been requested 
by some of our members who are anxious to go. Everyone is welcome so please 
telephone me and let me know your requirements. 
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FORTHCOMING EVENTS  

DREAMCOATS & PETTICOATS at MK Theatre Wed 5th July 

KENSINGTON PALACE & GARDENS (Reserve List only) Tues 25th July 

SANDRINGHAM FLOWER SHOW - Now in its 133rd Year.  From Sandringham Park you can 
see the House and Church.  Leaving Shefford at 7.45am. 

Wed 26th July  

HUNSTANTON - A day at the seaside (Don’t forget your bucket & spade!) Sun 6th Aug 

WADDESDEN MANOR - including 2-course lunch. Sun 10th Sept 

AMPTHILL & DISTRICT LIONS - ‘Singalong’ with Berkhamsted Ukulele Random Players 
Flitwick Village Hall at 7.45pm – Admission free – small charge for transport.  

Tues 19th Sept 

THURSFORD Christmas Spectacular - Leaving Shefford at 9am and stopping for coffee and 
a browse at Elveden en route. 

Sun 12th Nov 

TANGO MODERNO – Vincent & Flavia – Mk Theatre (Matinee)  Sat 18th Nov 

AUNTIE BRENDA’S CHRISTMAS TALE! At Wicksteed Park Including Christmas lunch and 
afternoon tea.  Links over 25 popular songs from Christmases throughout the years. 

Sun 10th Dec 

A KENTISH CHRISTMAS – With morning coffee & roast chicken lunch - More details later!                                                                                                 Thurs 21st Dec 

 
LONDON SHOWS CURRENTLY AVAILABLE – ALL MATINEE PERFORMANCES 
(organised in conjunction with Stevenage Group Travel) 
LES MISERABLES - Queens Theatre – Stall Seats – Leaving Shefford  10.30am Wed 5th July 

THE GIRLS - Story of the Calendar Girls – Phoenix Theatre, Stall Seats, Coach leaving 
Shefford at 10.30 approx. 

Tues 11th July 

PHANTON OF THE OPERA incl. 2-course lunch at the Planet Hollywood. The show is at Her 
Majesty’s Theatre – Stall Seats. Coach leaves Shefford  9am. 

Thurs 27th July 

42nd STREET-Theatre Royal, Drury Lane. Stall Seats. Leaving Shefford 10.30am Wed 2nd Aug 

EVENING RACING WITH OLLY MURS – LIVE. Evening racing at Sandown Park followed by 
live music from Olly Murs.  Olly rose to fame after finishing as the runner up on the X-
Factor back in 2009.  He has gone on to be one of the most successful talent competition 
contestants ever.  Coach leaving Stevenage at 2pm.  (Arrangements can be made for 
transport from Shefford). 

Thurs 10th Aug 

THE PLAY THAT GOES WRONG - Duchess Theatre – Stall Seats – Coach leaving Shefford at 
10.30am. 

Thurs 10th Aug 

WICKED - Apollo Victoria Theatre – Dress Circle Seats – Coach leaves Shefford at 10.30am. Sat 26th Aug 

ANNIE –Piccadilly Theatre Stall Seats – Coach leaves Shefford 10.30am Thurs 7th Sep 

LION KING – Lyceum Theatre – Stall Seats – Coach leaving Shefford  10.30am. Wed 20th Sep 

Please telephone for availability and prices of any holidays, outings or shows listed above.  
For all holidays, including transport from Shefford and hotel accommodation, Shefford Leisure Group acts as 
an agent for the Tour Operator; their terms and conditions apply. 
Shefford Leisure Group is open to everyone in the local community, who feel they would like to join us on our 
ventures and see places they would not see under their own steam.  We are always happy to meet new 
friends. 
Raffles are held and all the proceeds are for Keech Hospice Care for Children.  For further information 
regarding dates, prices and availability or to receive our monthly newsletter, please contact Enid on 01462 

851397 or e-mail enid.pamment@gmail.com.  

mailto:enid.pamment@gmail.com


12 

Click here to return to the Table of Contents 

Small Electrical Item Recycling   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Notices 

Bedford Model Engineering Society Summerfield Miniature Railway 
Off the A600 just past Haynes Turn 

Public Running Days in 2017 from 10.30.AM to 4 PM. 
JULY 
Sun 9th 
Sun 23rd 

AUGUST 
*Wednesdays  
2nd, 9th , & 16th  
Sun 27th  &Mon 28th (BH) 

SEPTEMBER 
Sun 3rd  
Sun 17th 

OCTOBER 
Sun 8th 
Sun 22nd  
Wed 25th (half term)* 

DECEMBER 
Sat & Sun 2nd & 3rd  Santa 
Specials – pre-booking essential 

*On Wednesday openings, only limited catering is available. For further information, see our website: 
www.bedfordmes.co.uk  
 

Meppershall Good Neighbours Group 
The Gnomes would like to hear from you if: 
* You have recently moved to Meppershall and would like one of our welcome packs 
* You would like our help 
* You would like to join us. 
Call our helpline: 07760 793921 or come to our coffee morning at 10.45 on the 2nd Thursday of 
each month at the New Meppershall Care Home on Shefford Road. You can also find 
Meppershall Good Neighbours on Facebook   

 

New Meppershall Care Home Summer Fair 
29th July 2017    11am - 4pm 

Everyone is welcome!  
BBQ    Bar    Music   Entertainment   Bouncy Castle  

 

http://www.bedfordmes.co.uk/
https://en-gb.facebook.com/meppershallgoodneighbour/
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Birthdays    

A very happy birthday to those of you 

celebrating birthdays in July 

 

Charlotte Rose who will 10 on the 3rd 

James Metcalfe who will be 15 on the 14th 

Scott Metcalfe who will be 13 on the 17th  

Elysia Warner who will be 12 on the 20th  

Cameron Maxwell who will be 15 on the 26th  

 

If you are under 16 and would like your name added to 

the birthday page, please call Louise Hutson on 814148  

or email at louhuts@gmail.com 

 

Significant Events 

 

RIPs  
 
Ronald George Day of Fildyke Road died on the 19th May 2017, aged 89 years.  
Our condolences to his family. 
 

Birthdays 

 

Margaret Gardner will be 82 on 8th July. 

Our congratulations go to everybody who is celebrating a birthday in July. 

  

mailto:louhuts@gmail.com
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Meppershall Calendar of Events  

July 
Day Date What's on When Where 

Saturday 1 Club Sound Karaoke 8pm till late Social Club 

Sunday 2 Junior Church 11am St Mary's Vestry 

Thursday 6 Evergreens 2:30 - 4:15 Sugar Loaf 

Friday 7 
Bingo (non-members £1) 
(Meat Raffle drawn at 
interval) 

6.45pm for 7.15pm  Social Club 

Sunday 9 Fundraising Walk 10am Millstream Close Hitchin 

Tuesday 11 
Rectory Tea – chat and a 
cuppa – all welcome 

2-4pm St Mary's Rectory 

Thursday 13 GNOMES Coffee morning 11:45 AM Meppershall Care Home 

Thursday 13 Evergreens 2:30 - 4:15 Sugar Loaf 

Friday 14 Silent together 9-9:30 am St Mary's 

Friday 14 Bingo  6.45pm for 7.15pm  Social Club 

Saturday 15 
Help the Gnomes Quiz 
Night 

7.30pm Village Hall 

Sunday 16 
STMA Summer Fete 
Meppershall Players’ Stall  

1-5pm Digswell Park Shefford 

Friday 21 Bingo 6.45pm for 7.15pm Village Hall 

Saturday 22 Celtic Morning Prayer 9am St Mays 

Monday 24 Parish Council Meeting 7:45 pm start Village Hall 

Tuesday 25 Rectory Tea 2-4pm St Mary’s Rectory 

Friday 28 Bingo 6.45pm for 7.15pm Village Hall 

Saturday 29 Summer Fair 11am-4pm Meppershall Care Home 

Also see the calendar on the village website 

http://www.meppershall.org/index.php/meppershall-calendar/month.calendar/2016/06/22/-
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Film Review By Carlie Newman 

What a super little film THE LEVELLING (cert. 15 1 hr. 23 mins.) is! Well directed, beautifully 
filmed and superbly acted, this British film by Hope Dickson Leach is a little gem. 
I first saw the actress Ellie Kendrick as a very young Juliet in the Globe Theatre's production of 
Romeo and Juliet in 2009. She looked just right as the child heroine but her inexperience as an 
actor meant that her acting skills were not sufficiently honed to cope with the large space of 
Shakespeare's Globe Theatre. Since then she has studied and grown in maturity both as an 
actress and a woman. In this film she is more than capable of portraying Clover, the veterinary 
student who comes back to her father's farm in Somerset for the funeral of her brother. 
The levels are the area in Somerset which was so badly flooded in 2014 and because the 
insurance company has not paid out, Clover's father, Aubrey (David Troughton) is still living a 
very squalid life in a caravan on his farm. Aubrey is a widower who refuses to accept that his 
son, Harry, committed suicide and keeps saying it was an accident with the shotgun. Clover 
gets many of the details from Harry's good friend, James (Jack Holden) and she gradually 
pierces together what happened. Along the way she discovers a few horrors, including finding 
badgers which have been illegally shot and buried. But she keeps trying to make contact with 
her father who seems intent on telling her to leave. 
The land around while 
lovely to look at is hard to 
farm as Clover realises when 
she puts on wellies and 
assists with milking and 
other farm duties. Unusually 
for a farm girl, Clover is a 
vegetarian and there is a 
well-developed scene when 
she is told to eat just the 
potato in the shepherd's pie 
given by a neighbour and 
tries to explain that the 
potato was cooked together 
with the meat. 

 

David Troughton puts across the character of the bad-tempered father who grumbles at his 
daughter yet shows us glimpses of fatherly love under the bluster. Ellie Kendrick is an 
intelligent actor and this shines through her portrayal of someone who left home but can't 
bring herself to leave her father all by himself. 
In her debut film, Hope Dickson-Leach has written and directed a very special film - in its 
concentration on characters and connection to the land it reminds me of the work of Kelly 
Reichardt. There are no big explosions or car chases in this film, but there is plenty of 
excitement and moments of tension. Emotions run high and are well conveyed by Troughton 
and Kendrick. I was glad to see the levels starring in a film and urge you to see the film. 

Rating **** 
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The Meppershall Social Club – Club Sounds Karaoke 

CLUB SOUND 
KARAOKE 

With 

Stu & dave 
Saturday 1st july 
8pm till late 

1000’s of tracks to choose from all 
your karaoke favourites 
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Meppershall Social Club  

JULY AT THE SOCIAL CLUB  

*BINGO- Every Friday Night 

Doors open 6.45pm eyes down 7.15pm  

Members free entry, Non-members £1 entrance fee 
 

*MEAT RAFFLE-drawn Every Friday Night during the Bingo Interval 

£1 per square could win you your Sunday roast or barbeque 
 

* CLUB SOUND KARAOKE Saturday 1st July 8pm-late, with Dave & Stuart, 1,000’s of tracks to 
choose from, Sing-a-long to your favourite songs, at this fun for everyone evening in a relaxed 
and friendly atmosphere. This will probably be the last Karaoke evening in our current Club 
location. Look out for details on future Club events  
 

* PAUL CARNE’S QUIZ NIGHT-The Sunday Quiz Night will be taking its usual summer break and 
will resume on Sunday 10th September at 7.30pm 
 

*’HELP THE GNOMES’ QUIZ NIGHT Saturday 15th July 7.30pm Start at Meppershall Village Hall 

Teams of up to 6 people, £3 per person entry fee, great fun for family & friends. Your Quiz 
Master for the evening is Mr Paul Carne. To book a table Phone 01462 817359 Monday-
Sunday 8pm-11pm. This is your chance to support the wonderful people of Meppershall who 
give their time free, to help the residents of Meppershall who need assistance. And also to say 
“I was there” at the last Quiz Night in our current Village Hall  

 Feel free to bring your own supper for the evening   

(Only alcohol purchased from the Club bar allowed on premises) 
 

*SNOOKER at the Social Club, members can play every evening when the club is open. For 
more information pop into the Social Club any evening, or contact The Club after 8pm on 
01462 817359. Club opens 8pm; we look forward to seeing you 
  

MEMBERSHIP for 2017 is now due (pick up a form at the Club)  

Meppershall Social Club 01462 817359 after 8pm 
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Pre-School Ponderings 

 

 

 
 Ponderings 

Wow what an amazing term so far. The children have been learning all about 'moving'. How animals move 
linking to our previous topic, how we move, and how everything moves around us including transport. It has 
been very exciting watching all the trucks and diggers drive past to build the new houses and hall. Thanks to 
Croudace being so amenable, the children even had a chance to sit on a huge digger. We are all excitedly 
watching the progress unfold and even have our very own scrapbook of the build. This summer we will be 
moving across to the temporary hall ready for September. Then we will be one step closer to our superb new 
village hall with dedicated pre-school. This term we also get all our older children ready for big school with 
visits to their next schools, and from their next teachers, and by having registration time in the morning. This 
is a huge transition for them but we do all we can to get them ready. 

On 12th June we held our ‘Sports Day’ outside. Thank you to the Hickey family for allowing us to use their 
wonderful garden. The children were really excited on the day and loved having a picnic on the lawn, followed 
by completing a circuit of obstacles, and then races in front of their families. Well done to our mini athletes 
who were in different coloured teams, and all worked really hard. We hope everyone who attended enjoyed 
the whole experience. Thank you to the committee for organising cream teas on the front lawn. All in all a 
perfect day!  

I would like to take this opportunity to thank all those on the committee and fundraising team for all their 
hard work. Without their commitment there would not be a pre-school. I would also like to thank all our 
families for their support. You really make a difference to our pre-school and help make it a thriving and 
friendly place to be, which in turn enhances the outcomes and experience for each child attending.  

Next we are building up to our party day, and then our leavers show 'The Very Hungry Caterpillar'. We will 
really miss our older children, but know they are now ready for big school. We hope all our families have a 
fantastic summer holidays and look forward to seeing our younger children back on 5th September. Good luck 
to all our school starters! 

We are now enrolling for September. If your little one has turned 2 and is ready to make new friends and 
enjoy our stimulating, safe environment, please ring Tamsin our fantastic leader during session time on the 
number below for more information. We are open every weekday from 9:15am till 3:15pm (term time only). 

 

 

 

 

 

Meppershall Pre-school is a thriving village Pre-school with its very own 

 ‘Mini Diggers’ allotment. We take up to 24 children in each session from in and 
around the surrounding areas.  Priority is given to funded children,  

and we have limited spaces for two year olds. 

Please ring Tamsin on 07816 357159, email meppershallps@gmail.com, 

or visit www.meppershall-ps.co.uk to find out more about the Early Years 
Foundation Stage and exceptional care we offer. 

 

Ofsted Registration Number: 219293                                          Registered Charity: 1031913 

 



20 

Click here to return to the Table of Contents 

Help a Gnome Quiz Night  

Help a Gnome 

Quiz night 
SaturDAY 15th July 

Starts 7.30pm 
At Meppershall village hall 

(In aid of the Meppershall Gnomes) 

 
With quizmaster Paul Carne 

Teams of up to six people, £3 per Person 

GREAt Fun FOR FAMILY & FRIENDS  
TO BOOK YOUR TABLE 

Phone 01462 817359 8pm-11pm monday-Sunday 

Only alcohol purchased from the Social Club allowed on the premises 

Under 18’s must be accompanied by an adult 
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Fundraising Walk   

Fundraising Walk – Second Sunday – 9th July 2017 
This month, with no regular Second Sunday Stroll, please join a special fundraiser for an 

important charity, Baraka. To read more about the charity, go to:  

www.facebook.com/BarakaCommunityPartnerships/  

To get involved, please contact Judy Howlett, one of our regular Second Sunday Strollers, via 

email at: judyhowlett@yahoo.co.uk  Dogs are very welcome. Judy will be hosting the walk, 

coordinating things on the day and providing refreshments at the end. 

The Walk 

Commencing at 10am on Millstream Close, Hitchin (plenty of parking – full details from Judy), 

the route of just over 8 miles includes a lunchtime stop at the Lavender Fields (bring your own 

lunch or sample the delights of the Lavender Fields Café - quiches, jacket potatoes, 

sandwiches, cake etc!) 

There will be time for a tour of the Lavender Fields for anyone interested (they charge around 

£4.50 including picking a bag to take home) before setting off back to Millstream Close for tea 

and cake! 

Sponsorship 

The fundraising element of the day is a request that walkers make a suggested donation of 

£10 to Baraka Community Partnerships (online payment information from 

judyhowlett@yahoo.co.uk) - in return for a great day out, Judy's kind hospitality at the end 

and your chance to mark your support for underprivileged communities in distant corners of 

the world. 

Baraka Community Partnerships is a small, young charity based in the UK and Canada with 

projects in Zambia, Morocco, Laos and most recently India.  It is a registered charity (Charities 

Commission 1130756) and a registered company (registration number 688 5037).  100% of 

any donations received go directly towards the charity's projects, with other private donations 

and Gift Aid funding its operational and administrative costs. 

Its projects are generally aimed at alleviating poverty, providing educational opportunities and 

healthcare support. The charity aims to involve its supporters in its projects and organises 

regular volunteer trips to the countries. Its mission is to help where help is not provided; to 

help communities and schools survive and prosper; to alleviate poverty; to create 

sustainability; to provide clean water, healthcare and education where it is not available; and 

to support communities to enable them to support themselves. 

Email Judy for more information and to get involved in this July stroll. She is closely involved 

with Baraka and will be delighted to tell you more! 
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Meppershall Scarecrow Festival  
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Financial Matters By Paul Savuto   

The Problem with Cash ISAs 
 

When interest rates fell to an historic low of 0.5% in March 2009, who would have 
guessed that eight years later not only would they still be at such an incredible low 
level, but they would have fallen even further to the current all-time low of just 
0.25%? 
 
This level of interest is great news for borrowers, but the consequence is the 
negative impact on the level of interest rates available on your savings and Cash 
ISAs. To counter this problem, some people have taken out fixed interest rate 
deals over the years to increase the returns paid on their Cash ISAs, but it is only 
when these deals mature that the reality sinks in and they realise just how low 
interest rates have fallen.  
 
Fixed rate Cash ISAs are no longer offering the headlines rates of 3% - 5% per 
annum; most current ‘deals’ are offering much more modest rates in the region of 
just 1% p.a. for instant access accounts, and around 1.50% - 1.75% p.a. if you are 
willing to tie your money up for the next 5 years (source: MoneyFacts April 2017). 
 
With the latest inflation announcement in March showing that inflation is 
currently running at 2.30%, the only certainty is that your savings will lose value in 
real terms. 
 
So, what can you do? Having a chat with a suitably qualified local IFA might be a 
good idea. They can help you review your existing savings and Cash ISAs, and 
explain your options in a clear, concise language to help you get the most out of 
your savings in the future.   
 
 
As part of the service at DGS, we take the time to understand our client’s unique 
planning needs and circumstances, so that we can provide you with the most 
suitable solutions in the most cost-effective way. For a free review of your current 
pension plans and financial situation, please contact Paul Savuto, AFPS, Chartered 
Financial Planner. DGS Independent Financial Advisers Ltd. 07834 499595 or email 
ps@dgsifa.com.  I’m based in Meppershall and I’ll be happy to talk to you. 

 

mailto:ps@dgsifa.com


25 

Click here to return to the Table of Contents 

Meppershall Garden Club  

 

 

 

 

This month's article has been provided by MGC member Inge McConnell. Our June meeting 
was held after a brief spell of warm weather. Most of the plants in our gardens and allotments 
have done well. We are now busy tying up tall plants and shrubs as the wind and the rain 
continues. 

I am a volunteer at the Warden Abbey Vineyard and we have had some bad news. There was a 
severe frost one night in May, which resulted in a 60% loss of fruiting buds. The frost hit not 
only British vineyards, but French ones as well. Managed pruning is now a priority to minimise 
the effects of the damage. Despite this, we have planted 280 new Baccus-variety vines during 
the sunny weather and the rain has been great for the new vines. 

The Vineyard is situated where the Warden Abbey Monastery once stood, on lands which are 
now owned by the Whitbreads. For a few weeks in the summer the Southill house is open to 
the public as a charity event. Several members of the Garden Club went along and admired the 
house and gardens which were designed by Capability Brown. There is a lot of history in our 
county and a geophysics survey was recently conducted on the Whitbread land to find out 
where the abbey buildings once stood. Old Warden History and Heritage Society (OWHHS) was 
set up and funding for the survey was granted. Please contact me via Linda if you want to 
know more. A keen historian, Margret Roberts is aiming to write a book about the history of 
Warden Abbey. She has already published a book3 about the Warden Pear, which is to be seen 
on the shield of Warden Abbey.  Towards the end of the 14th century the Warden pear had 
been bred and became famous for its use in pies. The variety is mentioned in Shakespeare's 
"The Winter's Tale" and the Michaelmas Fair at Bedford was renowned for baked Warden's 
pears pies. 

Turning form from pears to apples. An MGC member brought some apple juice to the meeting. 
Kimpton village outside Hitchin found that they had too many apples for the villagers to munch 
through, so they carted their crop to a nearby apple press and 'Kimpton Apple Juice' is now for 
sale. A great scheme to stop waste and the monies raised are for charity.   

If you would like to find out more about the garden club then please speak to any of our 
members or make contact via our email. 

  
                                                
3
 https://eventispress.wordpress.com/2017/04/07/introducing-our-new-author-at-eventispress-margaret-

roberts/  

Linda Parker 01462 815114 Kim Lee Tyler 01462 811750 
Email address: meppershallgardenclub@hotmail.co.uk 

 

https://eventispress.wordpress.com/2017/04/07/introducing-our-new-author-at-eventispress-margaret-roberts/
https://eventispress.wordpress.com/2017/04/07/introducing-our-new-author-at-eventispress-margaret-roberts/
mailto:meppershallgardenclub@hotmail.co.uk
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SPARKS Holiday Club  
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St. Mary’s Meppershall Junior Church  

 

St Mary’s Church, Meppershall 

Junior Church 

Our next Junior Church session is: 

 

 on 

Sunday 2 July 

11am at St Mary’s Church  

In the Vestry 

(age 3 to 12) 
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Message from St. Mary’s - Services & Events 

Parish Church of St Mary The Virgin (Church of England) 
Church Road, off Campton Road, Meppershall 

www.stmarysmeppershall.org.uk         facebook.com/stmarysmeppershall  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Rector:  The Reverend Veronica Goodman 
01462 339962 – ronigoodman@gmail.com – usual day off Monday 

 
Churchwardens: 

Dawn Abbatt 01462 816962 
James Read 01462 857836  Email: Meppershall.PCC@gmail.com 

PCC Secretary: 
Anne Parsons 01462 813333 Email: annie10639@gmail.com 

 

Things to Look Out For… 

Fifth Sunday – 30th July – whenever we have a 5th Sunday in the month we have a joint service 

with Shefford – with FREE BREAKFAST! So, come along to St Michael’s (High St, Shefford) from 

9am ready for the service at 10am. 

Silent Together – 14th July – if you have ever thought about coming along to our 9pm half-

hour in the church, when people just sit and enjoy the silence, please come in July. The late 

evening summer light, the call of the churchyard thrush and blackbird towards the sunset 

make it a very special, serene experience. 

SPARKS – back this summer, 14-18 August.  Your help may be just what we need… call Dawn 

(816962) to find out more and to offer your support. 

So… you want some inspiration to get a bit fitter this summer…? 

This year’s ‘Bike and Hike’ is on Saturday 9th September - Meppershall always has a team 

participating and we would love to have you along, or you may want to do it individually. 

Churches across the counties open between 10am and 6pm so bike riders and hikers can visit 

and chalk up as many visits as possible, gaining sponsorship as they go for a key grant-making 

charity supporting historic church buildings across our region. It is great fun and a chance to 

plot a unique day-long route through our beautiful countryside. Meppershall.pcc@gmail.com 

or call James (857836) for an entry pack including a list of all the churches. 
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A Message from St Mary’s… 

July is here and summer is upon us. 

Even though the weather has been changeable, after a rather grey winter, I find myself 

grateful for the blue skies and sunshine we have experienced. My granddad would have said “ 

Look!  Enough blue to make a Dutchman a pair of trousers!” It was one of those things he 

always said and that I remember even now with great affection. In that vein - you may like to 

know that the Bedfordshire Archive and Record Service is setting up a collection of eulogies in 

memory of the people of Bedfordshire and is inviting people to contribute eulogies to this free 

collection.  For more information go to http://www.bedford.gov.uk/ArchiveEulogies, email 

archive@bedford.gov.uk  or phone 01234 228833. 

The Church season has moved into Ordinary (Numbered) Time or weeks after Trinity… and the 

altar frontals and vestments have turned to green.  This year, these are the weeks (pretty 

much until Advent!) in which we study the life of Jesus principally from the Gospel of 

Matthew. If you never have, this is quite a good time to read the Gospel of Matthew from 

beginning to end, to really get a feel for Matthew’s particular themes, his emphases and his 

versions of events - estimated reading time 2 hours 30 minutes!  Matthew concentrates on 

presenting Jesus as the long-awaited Messiah, and on Jesus’ teaching.  He begins his Gospel  

by looking back to the Old Testament and presenting a new faith rooted in Judaism, but he 

ends his gospel with Jesus’ commission to make disciples of all nations.   Matthew's Gospel 

contains the wonderful stories of the wise men who followed the star, Peter walking on water 

(or not!), the sheep and the goats, and the labourers in the vineyard… among other 

favourites!   

Turning to the restoration project: you may like to know that we submitted an initial enquiry 

form to Heritage Lottery, and are now in the process of compiling our Stage 1 application 

form. Grants under the Listed Places of Worship Scheme are being discontinued after August 

and so speed is of the essence. It will be possible to apply for other grants after this but 

competition will be wider and even more “fierce”! If you are interested and able to help in any 

way please do get in touch. There are still forms to be filled, historical knowledge to be 

acquired, facts to be checked, funds to be raised, and projects to spread enthusiasm about 

Heritage to be conceived and brought to fruition… and who knows what else?  Do not let the 

list limit your ideas. The aim is still to achieve a safe, warm and dry facility for Meppershall to 

use and enjoy for very many years to come. 

Rector Roni 
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Services and Events – July 2017   At St Mary’s unless stated below 

Date Time Service / Event 

Sunday 2nd July 
3rd after Trinity 

10.45am 
11.00am 

Teen Table Talk at the Rectory 
Holy Communion 
With Junior Church (in the vestry) 

Weds 5th July 10.00am Holy Communion 

Sunday 9th July 
4th after Trinity 

8.30am 
11.00am 
 

Holy Communion 
Morning worship – all welcome! 
Wot no Second Sunday Stroll…? 
There is a special sponsored walk 
opportunity – see 
facebook.com/MeppershallStrollers or 
email Meppershall.pcc@gmail.com for 
more info, or see the separate advert in 
this Messenger edition. 

Tuesday 11th July 2-4pm Rectory Tea – chat and a cuppa – all 
welcome – at 3b Fildyke Road 

Weds 12th July 10.00am Holy Communion 

Friday 14th July 9-9.30pm Silent Together – join friends to sit for a 
few minutes to enjoy the tranquillity of 
the church 

Sun 16th July 
5th after Trinity 

8.30am 
11.00am 

Holy Communion Holy Communion 
Morning Worship – all welcome! 

Weds 19th July 10.00am Holy Communion 

Sat 22nd July 9.00am Celtic Morning Prayer 

Sun 23rd July 
6th after Trinity 

11.00am Holy Communion 

Tuesday 25th July 2-4pm Rectory Tea – chat and a cuppa – all 
welcome – we will be Getting Serious! 

Weds 26th July 10.00am Holy Communion 

Sunday 30th July 
7th after Trinity 

9am for 
10am  

United Benefice Service – joining our 
friends at St Michael’s, Shefford, with chat 
and breakfast from 9am and the service 
itself at 10am. Hope to see you there! 
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The Team   

CONTRIBUTIONS 

The Editor welcomes contributions to the Messenger, whether as letters, articles or notices.  
Contributions should preferably be as attachments to e-mail but hand-written contributions 
may be sent by post, left at the Editor’s address below or in the folder kept at the Village 
Stores.  Contributions should run to not more than one A5 page (except by prior arrangement) 
and should be received by the Editor not later than the 12th of the month for publication at 
the end of that month.   Contributions received after the deadline may be held over. 

DISCLAIMER 

The Editor reserves the right to omit or alter any advertisement or article and to change the 
content, format or issue date of the magazine without prior notice.  The Editor cannot be held 
responsible for the factual correctness of, or for any libellous comment or statement made in 
any advertisement, article or other contribution published in this magazine.  Every effort will 
be made to avoid any deliberate attempt to mislead or otherwise cause harm or damage to 
any person or persons by any advertisement, article or any other contribution published in 
this magazine. 

THE TEAM 

Editor Mike McConnell 2a Gregory Close 811814 
 Email: mmcconnell567@gmail.com  
Assistant Editor David Turner 2 Campton Road 813613 
  Email: davidturner25@hotmail.com  
Advertising and 
Distribution 

Colette House 90 Fildyke Road 815585 
Email: colettehouse@gmail.com  

Production 
Co-ordination 

Enid Pamment 112 High Street 851397   
Email: enid.pamment@gmail.com 

Treasurer John Thompson 16 Brookmead  812983 
 Email: jthompson244@btinternet.com  

 

Collating Dates for your Diaries  
  

   October 30  
July 31 Double issue November 27 Double issue 

September 25  January 2018 29  
 

Please note that dates in the above table indicate the month in which the collating will take 
place, at 2.30 pm in the Sugar Loaf.  The issue being collated will relate to the following 
month. 

mailto:mmcconnell567@gmail.com
mailto:davidturner25@hotmail.com
mailto:colettehouse@gmail.com
mailto:enid.pamment@gmail.com
mailto:jthompson244@btinternet.com
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