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Editorial By Mike McConnell 

You are all very welcome to this double (August-September), summer 
issue of the Meppershall Messenger.  Which, as I sit down to write this 
editorial, is to the sound of the untimely (if much needed), summer 
rain.  It is not a good start to the school holidays – let us hope that we 
are not all in for a wet summer. 

With the children at home, it is also not ideal, not to have the use of the 
playing fields behind the Village Hall.  Thankfully, the Parish Council 
have been thinking about this and are improving the amenities at Old Road Meadow (between 
Hoo Road and Fildyke Road), including more provision for ball games, I hear.  For those 
parents with younger children (up to age 6), don’t forget that there is a small play area with 
equipment at the junction of Gregory Close with Coneygate.  Talking of holiday activities, this 
issue of the Messenger includes the application forms for the SPARKS holiday club (see page 
32) for five to 12-year-olds, which this year has a knightly theme. 

In this edition you’ll find many items of local interest; an update on the Village hall (see page 
9), a bulletin from the Meppershall Action Group (see page 6), and details of the work going 
on to derive a Neighbourhood Plan from the village plan (see page 7),  that was described 
earlier this year, in the May edition of the Messenger.   

Changing topic, I want to let those of you who read the Messenger editorial know where we 
stand.  We have been looking for replacements for the role of Advertising Manager and 
Distribution Manager for the last three months – without success.  The present incumbent has 
kindly agreed to continue in a caretaking capacity but is clear about not being involved in the 
next advertiser-recruitment campaign which reaches a climax in March next year.  Our 
treasurer thinks that the magazine could manage for over a year without advertising funds 
and even without a manager, we could probably count on some support.  Nevertheless, 
without support from advertising, the long-term future of your Messenger is uncertain. 

More urgently, I am saddened to let you know that our assistant editor, who predates me on 
the magazine, has thrown in the towel.  Normally, this would not be a problem because one 
person can readily put the magazine together in the week we allow to meet the print 
deadline.  Unfortunately, I will not be available to work on the December-January issue, where 
the magazine is compiled in November. 

I am wondering whether “…if there is anybody out there…” who would be willing to take on 
the role of Guest Editor for the really important Christmas month?  We have a few months to 
play with and I would undertake to provide training and guidance to anyone who is interested 
in the challenge.  For example, they could be involved in the preparation for the October or 
November issues (which we prepare in September and October).  Any aspiring Guest Editor 
could, if they wished, write their own editorial – which could be bang up to date, or they could 
rely on something that I had written previously.  If you’re interested, contact me using the 
details on page 40.  
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Letters to the Editor 

Dear Editor, 

I’m writing to let you know about the Local Heroes Awards, organised by Bedfordshire on 
Sunday, that are held to honour those who do extraordinary things in our community.  There 
were more than a hundred nominations made in eleven categories including education, 
fundraising, sports, bravery, community enterprise and volunteering.  The presentation of the 
awards was held on 6th July at the Bedford Blues Rugby Club and reported extensively in the 

Bedfordshire on Sunday the following weekend. 

So why am I bringing this to your attention?  Well, among 
finalists attending the event that evening was one from 
Meppershall.   

Enid Pamment, a regular contributor to this magazine, had 
been short-listed for the BOS Volunteer of the Year award 
on the basis of the work she does for the Shefford Leisure 
Group and the funds that she has raised over the years for 
the Keech Hospice.  As it turned out on the night, Beryl 
Burgoyne, a long-serving volunteer for the Marie Curie 
Cancer Charity, won the award.  Nevertheless, all those who 
were listed were honoured by the editor for the difference 
they make to their community 

– and it was a grand night out! 

Sincerely 

Sharon Watson 

 

 

 

Dear Editor, 

I live at Hill Top View and from there, I can see the comings and goings at the site of the 
Village Hall development by Croudace Homes.  I wanted to let you know that I really feel for 
the lorry drivers who make deliveries to the site.  Sometimes they struggle to safely make the 
turn with their large vehicles, when going into and out of the site.  Their job is often made 
more difficult than it ought to be by people parking their cars on the road close to the site 
entrance. 

If people could be more considerate about how they park, it would make the delivery drivers’ 
job a bit easier. 

Mrs Malabar  
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Hi Mike 

Read your editorial in the July issue of the Meppershall Messenger and found your paragraph 
on bird song interesting. I too love to hear this free concert every day from around 3.30am to 
after dusk. I was privileged to see the Skylark “plummet” when on a walk at the back of the 
church, a spectacular feat of flying. I see few people on my walks around the village footpaths, 
such a shame when there is so much beauty to behold, not least the amazing skyscapes. 

Perhaps you will be interested in a short video I made of spring morning birdsong at our 
church in Dolby surround sound (best heard with head\earphones), your Robin and Blackbird 
feature prominently amongst a host of other participants 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2gnMhxcD-lA 

Here is an almost perfect Anvil storm cloud from Crackle Hill, there were two but the left one 
diminished whilst I ran for my camera. 

  

Regards 

John Chapman 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2gnMhxcD-lA
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The Meppershall Players 

 

 

As I write this the Players are preparing to attend Shefford S.T.M.A. summer fete; we’ll let you 
know how we got on in the October issue. 

The Players had a good sort out of the scenery store and threw copious amounts of painted 
wood in different shapes and guises, most of which I remembered being used in one 
pantomime or play, some items dated back to the 1990’s and some of them had not been 
used since. These were the items we parted with. Yes, it was a wrench to throw scenery that 
held great memories but some of it was really heavy, some mouldy and some that had 
definitely seen better days. New scenery for plays will be sourced once we are established in 
the new village hall. 

Singing & dancing rehearsals for panto start Wed 2nd August 7.30pm at Meppershall village 
hall. It is still not too late to join in the pantomime fun if you want to, just come along to 
rehearsals at the hall on Wednesday evening (9yrs and over, children under 16 must be 
accompanied by an adult) last chance to join is the first Wednesday in September. 

‘A Christmas Carol, the Panto’ 1st, 2nd, 8th & 9th December at Meppershall Village Hall. 

 

Wanted! 

One Piano Player for future pantomimes, variety shows & musicals. 
Yes, we are still after someone who loves to play piano and would 
like to accompany the Players. We have, over the years had a variety 
of wonderfully talented piano players. Some we have paid for their 
talent, others have done it for sheer love of playing a wide variety of 
music and the camaraderie that exists in the Players. Could you be 
the next Players piano player? If yes, we’d love to meet you.  Drop in 
on any Wednesday, or contact the number below. 

 

Find the Meppershall Players on Facebook (Meppershall Players Community) Instagram, 
Twitter, The Meppershall Village Hall website, and the Players’ notice board in the front foyer 
of Meppershall Village Hall. 

The Players meet every Wednesday evening at 7.30pm at the Village Hall. Membership is 
currently free.  We welcome people from the age of 9 to 90+ to indulge in all areas of 
theatrical performances, set building, costumes, directing, acting, make-up, song & dance, etc. 

Interested? We look forward to meeting you. 

Karen Mitchell (Players’ Secretary) 01462 816336  



6 
 

Click here to return to the Table of Contents 

Meppershall Action Group 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We are delighted to announce that Central Bedfordshire Council have refused permission for 
the Gladman application of 150 houses along Shefford Road.  MAG would like to thank 
everyone who made their views known.  The leaflet drop was a tremendous success and the 
response speaks for itself.  However, although the reasons given for the refusal were very 
clear and robust, we are fully prepared for Gladman to put in an appeal, or even a re-
submission with changes.  Be warned…… another leaflet may well be dropping on your 
doormat for your attention! 

 

There are still, and will continue to be, other smaller planning applications going in and people 
may well feel strongly about these too.  No doubt these sites will appear over time as plots are 
identified for in filling.  Most of us feel that Meppershall could use some appropriate and 
relevant development and, indeed, MAG support these applications.  However, we can have a 
say in what gets approved and what doesn’t.  If it is good for Meppershall and the villagers, 
then there will be no arguments.  However, if it is inappropriate, unsustainable, too big or only 
of benefit to the developers, then we will fight it!   

 

If you have any views on such new development proposals that you hear, or read about, 
please let us know and we can all discuss how best to approach the planning application.  
Contact details:  Linda Primett, 18 High Street or email:  lindaprimett@hotmail.co.uk.  You can 
also raise your concerns at the Parish Council meetings held every second Monday of each 
month at the Village Hall 7.45pm.  A representative from the Parish Council is a member of 
MAG and your concerns will be passed to him for the attention of MAG. 

 

We must work together to protect our village and keep our countryside. 

Meppershall Action Group 

 

  

mailto:lindaprimett@hotmail.co.uk
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From Village to Neighbourhood – with a Plan! By Dick Bulley 

I am sure you remember the nine surveys that came out with The Meppershall Messenger last 
year and culminated in the bright orange envelope that was distributed with the May issue 
this year.  That envelope contained a summary of the Village Plan, together with a letter from 
the Chairman of the Parish Council, which said that the Village Plan would be the starting 
point for a new Neighbourhood Plan. 

A Neighbourhood Plan (NP) is a fairly different animal from a Village Plan: it is produced under 
the auspices of the Central Bedfordshire Council (CBC) rather than the Parish Council and must 
conform to European and National legislation, National Planning Policy and CBC Development 
Policy. It is essentially to do with the use of land, whether for housing, industry, infrastructure, 
recreation or conservation. The objective of a NP is to gain acceptance of a number of Policies 
which will, at the end of the process, be binding on the CBC Planning Dept. 

 

 

 

A Neighbourhood Plan is absolutely customised to the geographic area in which it is to apply: 
in our case the Parish Council has applied to CBC to designate the Parish of Meppershall as the 
area: the map above shows the boundaries of the civil parish; you will notice that there is a lot 
of Meppershall beyond the residential roads that we are all familiar with! 
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The group charged with producing the NP consists of members from the Parish Council, the 
former Village Plan Group, the MAG, a representative from CBC Planning Dept. and some 
other volunteers, ensuring continuity and connection with the relevant stakeholders.  The first 
task of the group is to produce a draft NP which will probably include the following contents: 

 A description of the area; 

 Vision and objectives: what it is aiming to achieve in the area; 

 Projects / proposals and policies: the things that need to happen to achieve the aims. 

The aims and the policies must be based on evidence: some of this was already gathered for 
the village plan but much more will have to be researched, e.g. from technical sources, CBC 
and national government departments, census data, environmental groups etc. 

Once a draft has been produced, the next steps are: 

 publicise the draft plan with those who live, work or carry out business in the 
Neighbourhood area; 

 give people at least 6 weeks to respond; 

 notify other people: organisations, neighbouring councils, and bodies whose interests 
may be affected by the Plan; 

 send a copy to CBC. 

After this, the draft plan must undergo a Strategic Environmental Assessment and an 
assessment by an independent examiner. When the examiner is satisfied, the draft plan goes 
forward to a referendum, organised by CBC: all those registered to vote in local elections will 
be entitled to vote. If more than 50% of people voting support the plan it will be adopted by 
CBC and must afterwards be used in the planning decision-making process and making land 
allocation decisions. 

You will understand from the above summary that the group has a great deal to do, which 
may well take one or two years. As with the Village Plan, the group will provide regular 
progress reports to the Parish Council and to parishioners via the Messenger, the Forum 
website and Facebook. 

 

STOP PRESS! 

One of the policies with which the NP has to comply is the CBC Local Plan.  This is a Plan for 
the whole CBC area, not just Meppershall. The draft Local Plan opened for consultation on 4th 
July and can be found on the CBC website at www.centralbedfordshire.gov.uk/localplan. The 
plan and supporting documents can also be seen at CBC offices at Priory House, Chicksands. 

  

http://www.centralbedfordshire.gov.uk/localplan
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Village Hall Update 

Following the June update progress of the construction at the Meppershall Village Hall site has 
been progressing very well.  

As some may have already seen, the steel frame for the new village hall has now been 
erected. The brickwork for the building’s external walls has begun and the floor’s sub base is 
being laid. At the beginning of this month the temporary village hall was delivered to site and 
during the past 2 weeks we (Croudace) have been fitting the internals ready for its use. 

The acoustic bund that has been constructed between the new car park and the Crackle Hill 
Road properties has now been seeded and we hope wild flower will begin to sprout in the 
coming months. Also, the first phase of housing is progressing well and we hope that the first 
roof will be on in early August. We are planning that the show home and sales centre will be 
open for sales in the beginning of next year.  

During the construction phases if anyone has any questions regarding the site construction 
please feel free to contact: meppershallvhall.site@croudace.co.uk   

Or if anyone has any questions regarding the sales for the site please feel free to contact: 
theorchard@croudacehomes.co.uk  

 

 

Photograph showing the steel frame for the new village hall. 

mailto:meppershallvhall.site@croudace.co.uk
mailto:theorchard@croudacehomes.co.uk
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Meppershall Academy By Nikki Moore 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It is incredible to realise that we are at the end of another school year and planning for 
September!  Reports were sent out on 7th July, our Year 4 children have been to spend the day 
at their new Middle Schools and we have held our Step-Up morning where the children meet 
their new teachers for September and spend time in their new classrooms. 

The past few weeks have been busy. Year 2 had a planned visit by the Fire Brigade who taught 
the children about fire safety and allowed the children to try on their uniform. The children 
also had the opportunity to look around the fire engine and use the hose. 

The whole school came together for a Beach Day. The children were put in their house teams 
and tried various activities including making boats and floating them, making sandcastles, 
various water activities and making puppets. The children were treated to a professional 
Punch and Judy Show, provided by MAPTA and friends – for which we are very grateful. The 
children loved this traditional seaside style of entertainment. Our new cook Alison provided us 
with a fish and chip lunch followed by ice-cream, all eaten outside and much enjoyed. There 
were also opportunities for the children to have photos taken in a traditional manner. 

A big thank you to Mrs Skull for all her work on our seaside photo booth. 

 



11 
 

Click here to return to the Table of Contents 

We transformed the outdoor classroom into a carousel with some amazing painted horses. I 
would like to thank all of the staff who made the day possible by planning and organising this 
memorable event. It is one the children will remember for a long time! 

Our Year 4 is getting ready to move on and have performed an amazing production, “Ocean 
Commotion”.  I believe it is our best production yet and there have been some surprising 
stars. One child in particular overcame his fears and went from not performing last year, to 
having one of the main parts (and playing it excellently) this year. 

For me, this is what Meppershall CE Academy stands for. We have had some challenges to 
overcome this year, but seeing Key Stage 2 perform with such enthusiasm, polish, confidence, 
enjoyment and talent reminds us all what teaching is about – the children and how proud we 
are of them all. Teachers can get a bad press, but I think Meppershall CE Academy is a 
fantastic school, with very dedicated teachers, senior leadership team, teaching assistants, 
mid-day supervisors, office staff and cook who truly want the best for the children.  We have a 
supportive and committed governing body, an enthusiastic and generous PTA and a fantastic 
school of children. I am so privileged that I get to work with such a great team every day! 

We wish all our leavers a very happy future – we will miss them - and look forward to 
welcoming the school community back to school on Tuesday 5th September. Have a lovely 
summer. 

 

 

 

Councillor Achievement 

Awards 2017  

Now in their eighth year, the Awards are back! These are the only awards celebrating the 
important work of councillors and are the highlight of the year for elected members across 
England and Wales. There are the following categories:- 

Leader of the Year 
Community Champion 
Young Councillor of the Year 
iESE's Finance and Transformation Award 
Mears Group's Health and Care Award 
Technology and Digital Award 
Place-shaping and Environment Award 

If you wish to nominate a councillor, navigate to the following web address: 
http://www.lgiu.org.uk/project/lgiu-cllr-awards-2017/ 
The closing date for nominations is 1st September 2017. 
 

http://www.lgiu.org.uk/project/lgiu-cllr-awards-2017/
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Bike & Hike 2017 
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Shefford Leisure Group By Enid Pamment  

 

Here we are fast approaching the children’s summer holiday 
period. I am sure all parents hope the weather will be kind so 
picnics, BBQ’s and summer outings can be taken and enjoyed.  
Even if you are not away during this period, the scenery 
surrounding our village, no matter which way you go is really 
picturesque. After travelling around and coming back to 
Meppershall, I just think how lucky we are to live in such 
beautiful surroundings. 

 

Our visit to ‘Hidden London’ and Regents Park proved a really lovely day.  It was hot and there 
were lots of people milling about.  Having met our Blue Badge Guide we went to the Museum 
of London which is a lovely building where we could refresh ourselves before our casual walk 
to Smithfield Market (the meat market).  We learnt how it used to be where Londoners came 
to watch grisly public executions and visit London’s first hospital.  Now everything seems 
much quieter with a lot of artists around.  We then took a short walk to St Paul’s where we 
split up to find a spot of lunch.  After lunch, we made our way to Little Venice where we were 
booked for a 50-minute cruise taking us past London Zoo where you can clearly see the aviary 
designed by Lord Snowdon, the floating Chinese pergoda and colourful houseboats moored 
along the way.  We quietly went into a narrow tunnel finishing at Camden Lock where we 
could join the crowds and see the markets, buy a ‘cuppa’ or ice cream before finding our 
coach and heading off for home.  Very enjoyable but we were all tired by the time we arrived 
in Shefford! 

 

Our proposed trip to the Isle of Man from 30th September until 4th October has proved very 
popular and most of the rooms have now been taken, however, I will try my best to 
accommodate you. 

 

In March 2018, I have booked a 3-day holiday to the Cotswolds, staying at a 4* hotel about 
four miles from Swindon.  We will have a Blue Badge Guide to escort us and will be visiting 
some of the lesser known areas of the Cotswolds.  A little bit where the outdoor filming of 
Downton Abbey was shot plus many other interesting places of interest.  Again, please let me 
know if you are interested. 

 

In the meantime, enjoy your Summer break and the next issue of The Messenger, 
unfortunately it will mean the darker evenings are drawing in. O dear!  Just take care, keep 
well and safe travelling. 
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FORTHCOMING EVENTS  

HUNSTANTON - A day at the seaside (Don’t forget your bucket & spade!) Sun 6th Aug 
WADDESDEN MANOR - including 2-course lunch. Sun 10th Sept 

AMPTHILL & DISTRICT LIONS - ‘Singalong’ with Berkhamsted Ukulele Random 
Players Flitwick Village Hall at 7.45pm – Admission free – small charge for 
transport.  

Tues 19th Sept 

MANXMAN AUTUMN SPECIAL – Tour of the Isle of Man 
Staying at 3* The Rutland Hotel, Douglas in the I.O.M.  Half board en suite 
rooms, luggage handling service, and circular tour of the island.  

Sat 30th Sept 
to  
Wed 4th Oct 

PIANOLAS, PILOTS & PIRATES, Stow Maries near Malden in Essex (With 
Guide) Leaving Shefford at 10am 

Sun 15th Oct 

THURSFORD Christmas Spectacular - Leaving Shefford at 9am and stopping 
for coffee and a browse at Elveden en route. 

Sun 12th Nov 

TANGO MODERNO – Vincent & Flavia – Mk Theatre (Matinee)  Sat 18th Nov 
JOHN RUTTER’S CHRISTMAS CELEBRATION with the Royal Philharmonic 
Orchestra. Performed at the amazing Royal Albert Hall. 
Arena Seats Row 15, Circle Seats Rows 1 & 2 and Choir seats rows 1, 2 & 3.  
Coach leaving Shefford at 11am.  
(This performance is in conjunction with Shefford Leisure Group). 

Wed 6th Dec 

AUNTIE BRENDA’S CHRISTMAS TALE! At Wicksteed Park Including Christmas 
lunch and afternoon tea.  Links over 25 popular songs from Christmases 
throughout the years. 

Sun 10th Dec 

A KENTISH CHRISTMAS – With morning coffee & roast chicken lunch - More 
details later! 

Thurs 21st Dec 

 
 

HOLIDAY – 2018 

THE COTSWOLDS EXPLORER – 3-DAY TOUR – MARCH 2018  

We will be staying at the Alexandra House Hotel a modern stylish 4* hotel set in 20 acres of 
beautiful Cotswolds countryside at Wroughton, about 4 miles from Swindon. The hotel offers 
a sophisticated restaurant and bar with comfortable lounge area and indoor pool, sauna, 
exercise room and tennis courts. We also have a Blue Badge Guide. Further details will be 
available in October, but if you are interested, please contact me. 
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LONDON SHOWS CURRENTLY AVAILABLE – ALL MATINEE PERFORMANCES 

(organised in conjunction with Stevenage Group Travel) 

42nd STREET-Theatre Royal, Drury Lane. Stall Seats. Leaving Shefford 10.30am 
 

Wed 2nd Aug 

EVENING RACING WITH OLLY MURS – LIVE. Evening racing at Sandown Park 
followed by live music from Olly Murs.  Olly rose to fame after finishing as 
the runner up on the X-Factor back in 2009.  He has gone on to be one of the 
most successful talent competition contestants ever.   
Coach leaving Stevenage at 2pm.  
(Arrangements can be made for transport from Shefford). 

Thurs 10th Aug 

THE PLAY THAT GOES WRONG - Duchess Theatre – Stall Seats – Coach leaving 
Shefford at 10.30am. 
 

Thurs 10th Aug 

WICKED - Apollo Victoria Theatre – Dress Circle Seats – Coach leaves Shefford 
at 10.30am. 
 

Sat 26th Aug 

ANNIE –Piccadilly Theatre Stall Seats – Coach leaves Shefford 10.30am 
 

Thurs 7th Sep 

FIVE GUYS NAME MOE – Broadway Musical at Marble Arch Theatre designed 
specifically for the show.  Coach leaving Shefford at 4.15pm. 
 

Mon 11th Sept 

LION KING – Lyceum Theatre – Stall Seats – Coach leaving Shefford 10.15 am. Wed 20th Sep 
 
 

Please telephone for availability and prices of any holidays, outings or shows listed above.  

For all holidays, including transport from Shefford and hotel accommodation, Shefford Leisure 
Group acts as an agent for the Tour Operator; their terms and conditions apply. 

Shefford Leisure Group is open to everyone in the local community, who feel they would like 
to join us on our ventures and see places they would not see under their own steam.  We are 
always happy to meet new friends. 

Raffles are held and all the proceeds are for Keech Hospice Care for Children.  For further 
information regarding dates, prices and availability or to receive our monthly newsletter, 
please contact Enid on 01462 851397 or e-mail enid.pamment@gmail.com.  

mailto:enid.pamment@gmail.com
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Notices 

Bedford Model Engineering Society Summerfield Miniature Railway 
Off the A600 just past Haynes Turn 

Public Running Days in 2017 from 10.30.AM to 4 PM. 
AUGUST 
*Wednesdays  
2nd, 9th, & 16th  
Sun 27th & Mon 28th 
(BH) 

SEPTEMBER 
Sun 3rd  
Sun 17th 

OCTOBER 
Sun 8th 
Sun 22nd  
Wed 25th (half term)* 

DECEMBER 
Sat & Sun 2nd & 3rd 
Santa Specials pre-
booking essential 

*On Wednesday openings, only limited catering is available. For further information, see our 
website: www.bedfordmes.co.uk  
 

Meppershall Good Neighbours Group 
The GNOMES would like to hear from you if: 
* You have recently moved to Meppershall and would like one of our welcome packs 
* You would like our help 
* You would like to join us. 
Call our helpline: 07760 793921 or come to our coffee morning at 10.45 on the 2nd Thursday of 
each month at the New Meppershall Care Home on Shefford Road. You can also find 
Meppershall Good Neighbours Group on Facebook   
 
 

HELP A GNOME 

We would like to thank Karen Mitchell, Paul Carne, Graham and all those in the Social Club 
who organised and ran the quiz night for our benefit which raised a magnificent sum of 
£250.10p.  

 

 

‘TRUGS & TROWELS’  

Campton Gardening Club 

Our next meetings will be on: - 
Monday, 7th August 2017 

A talk by Judi Samuels on ‘Garden Design’ 
Monday, 4th September 2017 

A talk by Sahira Ward on ‘Incredible Edible Dunstable’ Part 2 
Campton Village Hall, 7.30-9.00pm 
Everyone Welcome - Admission £2 

For more information, please contact…  Maryika 01462 851729 

http://www.bedfordmes.co.uk/
https://en-gb.facebook.com/meppershallgoodneighbour/
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Joan Wood 
28th June 1930 to 13th May 2017 

 

 
 

Barbara and family wish to thank all those who have expressed sympathy and support during 
this very sad time. Also for the generous donations to St Mary's Church Restoration Fund. 
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Meppershall Social Club – Quiz Night 
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Birthdays    

A very happy birthday to those of you celebrating birthdays in August… 

Thomas Clark who will be 15 on the 8th 
Jessica Myers who will be 11 on the 11th 
George Lumbis who will be 9 on the 14th 

Lucy Standbridge who will be 16 on the 14th 
Billy Gower who will be 16 on the 15th 

Noah Flint who will be 11 on the 22nd 
Georgia Thomason who will be 16 on the 23rd 
Toby Standbridge who will be 13 on the 23rd 

Archie Zimmerman who will be 13 on the 23rd 
Bartholomew Nye-Keen who will be 1 on the 24th 

Jude Neale who will be 5 on the 27th 
Chloe Bryant who will be 10 on the 28th 

 

…and September 

Ethan Browning who will be 9 on the 15th 
Jack Gregg who will be 16 on the 17th 

Leah Metcalfe who will be 12 on the 19th 
Thomas Cordes who will be 10 on the 21st 
Liam Sturgeon who will be 15 on the 22nd 
Lewis Bridger who will be 15 on the 24th 

  

 

 

Significant Events 

RIPs 
It is with great sadness that we report the untimely death of one of our long-standing 
advertisers, Mr Paul Lawes, at the age of 61.  He suffered a fatal heart attack whilst doing 
something he loved to do, cycling at the Girona Cycle Festival in Spain. 

Paul was a local plasterer and did a lot of work in and around Meppershall. 

We send our sincere condolences to his partner, Philippa and his sons, Aaron and Wesley. 

 

Birthdays 

Joan Barrall will be 81 on 2nd August. 

Our congratulations go to everybody who is celebrating a birthday in August, or September.  



20 
 

Click here to return to the Table of Contents 

 



21 
 

Click here to return to the Table of Contents 

Meppershall Calendar of Events  

August 
Day Date What's on When Where 

Wed 2 
Singing & dancing rehearsals for 
panto  

7:30pm Village Hall 

Saturday 5 Club Sound Karaoke 7pm till late Social Club 

Sunday 6 Junior Church  11:00am St Mary's 

Monday 7 Campton Gardening Club (p.16) 7:30-9:00pm 
Campton Village 
Hall 

Sunday 13 
Second Sunday Stroll - about 4 
miles - Shillington Loop (p. 38) 

2:00pm 
St Mary's church 
gate 

Monday 14 Parish Council Meeting 7.45pm Village Hall 

Monday to 
Thursday 

14 - 17 SPARKS Holiday Club (p.32) 10am - 2pm St Mary's 

Saturday 19 Churchyard working party all day 
St Mary's 
churchyard 

Sunday 20 SPARKS Celebration Service 11:00am St Mary's 
 

September 
Day Date What's on When Where 

Sunday 3 
Junior Church Nature Walk 
(Ages 3-12) 

10:30-12:00 St Mary's 

Saturday 9 Club Sound Karaoke 7pm till late Social Club 

Saturday 9 Bike & Hike See page  Bedfordshire 

Sunday 10 
Quiz Night 
(entry £1 pp) 

7:30 PM Social Club 

Sunday 10 Warden Abbey Open Day (p.26) 
11am - 
4:00pm 

Warden Abbey 
Vineyard 

Sunday 10 
Second Sunday Stroll -  
2-3 miles to Polehanger (p.39) 

2:00pm 
St Mary's church 
gate 

Saturday 16 
An Evening of Songs - 1940's to 
present day 
Free entry - donations to MIND 

7pm till late Social Club 

Saturday 23 
Judgement day (for the 
Scarecrow festival!) 

all day The village 

Sunday 24 
Winners of Scarecrow festival 
announced at St Mary's Gift Day 

1-4pm St Mary's 

Also see the calendar on the village website 

http://www.meppershall.org/index.php/meppershall-calendar/month.calendar/2016/06/22/-
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Film Review By Carlie Newman 

ALONE IN BERLIN (cert.12A 1 hr. 43 mins.) 

Starting with the death of their only son in Germany in 1940, Otto (Brendan Gleeson) and Elsi 
Hampel (Emma Thompson), who live in Berlin, are completely devastated. While Elsi is very 
obviously shattered, Otto seems to be dealing with his loss in a calmer manner. But in the film, 
we see how the death of his son makes Otto completely re-evaluate his life. Joined by his wife, 
Otto writes cards encouraging people to protest against Hitler. He and Anna leave the 
postcards in places throughout Berlin. Detective, Kriminal Inspektor Escherich (Daniel Bruhl) is 
set on apprehending the perpetrator and follows his leads on the cards. Their acts of 
resistance to Hitler's regime bring Otto and his wife closer together. 

 

 

 

If it wasn't for the two stars it would be doubtful if the film would succeed. But Emma 
Thompson's quiet, thoughtful performance and Gleeson's sensitively played, determined 
characterisation make the film worthy of a view. The main trouble is that director Vincent 
Perez has inflicted a very strange accent on the couple. They speak English but with a German 
accent! This wouldn't be so bad if everything else was in English but the writing on the cards 
and everywhere else is in German. 

The movie, based on a true story, comes from Hans Fallada's 1947 novel which wasn't 
translated into English until 2009. More about a marriage than a thriller, this is a film which is 
worth seeing in spite of its faults. 

Rating *** 
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The Meppershall Social Club – Club Sounds Karaoke 
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Meppershall Social Club  

AUGUST & SEPTEMBER AT THE SOCIAL CLUB 

*BINGO- Every Friday Night 

Doors open 6.45pm eyes down 7.15pm 

Members free entry, Non-members £1 entrance fee 

 

*MEAT RAFFLE-drawn Every Friday Night during the Bingo Interval 

£1 per square could win you your Sunday roast or barbeque 

 

* CLUB SOUND KARAOKE Saturday 5th August 7pm-late & Saturday 9th September 7pm-late 
with Stu & Dave, 1,000’s of tracks to choose from, sing-a-long to your favourite songs at this 
fun for everyone evening in a relaxed and friendly atmosphere. 

 

* PAUL CARNE’S QUIZ NIGHT- Sunday 10th September at 7.30pm.  Yes, it’s back, the most fun 
quiz on the planet, £1 per person, teams as big or small as you like, half of entry money to 
winning team, other half to the Social Club’s charities for 2017, Meppershall GNOMES & 
MIND. 

  

*‘AN EVENING of SONGS’-Saturday 16th September 7pm-late, a delightful evening of songs 
from the 1940’s through to the present day, in aid of the charity MIND.  We encourage you to 
bring your own supper and sing-a-long as we take you on a trip down memory lane. Entry is 
free.  Any donations to the charity MIND would be greatly appreciated. 

*COMING SOON ‘MEGA QUIZ NIGHT’- in aid of MIND. 

Date to be confirmed.  Look out for posters on this and other Social Club events. 

 

*SNOOKER at the Social Club; members can play every evening when the club is open. For 
more information pop into the Social Club any evening, or contact The Club after 8pm on 
01462 817359. Club opens 8pm; we look forward to seeing you. 
  

MEMBERSHIP for 2017 is now due (pick up a form at the Club). 

Meppershall Social Club 01462 817359 after 8pm. 
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Speed Watch 

 

 

mailto:juliet.wright@bedfordshire.pnn.police.uk
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Warden Abbey Vineyard Open Day 
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Meppershall Scarecrow Festival  
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Financial Matters By Paul Savuto   

SURVIVING FINANCIALLY AFTER THE DEATH OF A LOVED ONE 

Bereavement is a sad and difficult time for families, and it can be made much worse if the 
surviving partner is left to cope with money worries. Regular bills like mortgage payments can 
often be a heavy financial burden if they have to come from one salary instead of two. The 
death of a partner can mean that families need to pay for services such as extra child care and 
help around the house. Whilst it’s tempting to put off thinking about the financial 
consequences of losing a partner or loved one, figures from the Association of British Insurers1 
show that in 2015, UK insurance companies paid out an average of £9.4m each day to over 
128,000 families as a result of claims on protection policies. 

A LIFELINE FOR FAMILIES  

Thinking about life insurance isn’t the most cheerful or uplifting subject, but it could prove to 
be the lifeline a family needs. If your children, partner or relatives depend on your income to 
cover the cost of paying the mortgage or rent and other living expenses, then it makes good 
sense to think about the protection and peace of mind that life insurance can give. Those who 
don’t have life insurance often say they can’t afford the premiums. However, the cost of life 
insurance is not as expensive as many people seem to think. Life insurance premiums have 
come down in cost over the last few years, and cover can start at just a few pounds a month.  

REVIEWING EXISTING POLICIES  

If you have life insurance in place, but it’s been a while since you reviewed the cover it 
provides, this could be a good time to take another look. If you’ve taken out a bigger 
mortgage, added to your family or are approaching retirement, then it might be in your best 
interests to consider reviewing your policy. There may now be more cost-effective policy 
options available to you.  

WHY THE SELF-EMPLOYED NEED A PENSION NUDGE 

Working for yourself has never been so popular. According to figures from the Office for 
National Statistics, there are around 4.8 million self-employed workers in the UK. Whilst many 
are young people seizing the opportunity to go it alone, some are in their 50s, 60s and even 
70s. 

Being your own boss has many advantages, including the freedom to choose what type of 
work you do and when and where you do it. But it does mean that you need to make your 
own arrangements for your pension. Currently, four out of five self-employed people are 
approaching retirement with no pension provision in place. 

  

                                                
1 Association of British Insurers, UK Insurers and long-term savings key facts, 2015 
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MAKING PENSIONS A PRIORITY 

If you’re self-employed, day-to-day pressures of working for yourself can put saving for 
retirement at the bottom of your ‘to do’ list. However, it’s worth remembering that the new 
flat-rate state pension only adds up to around £8,000 a year, so if you want to enjoy a more 
financially-comfortable retirement, you will need to make your own pension arrangements 
too. The sooner you can start saving for a pension, the longer the money invested in your plan 
will have to grow. 

 

It’s worth considering the tax breaks currently available on pension savings. For example, 
you’ll get tax relief on your contributions usually up to £40,000 a year. If you are a basic-rate 
taxpayer, when you pay £80 into your pension, £20 will be added by HMRC giving a total gross 
contribution of £100 into your pension. Higher-rate taxpayers can apply for relief at their 
highest marginal rate. Being self-employed can mean that your income is unpredictable, 
however, the good news is that you can carry forward any unused tax allowance from the last 
three tax years. 

How much should you save to build up an adequate pension? The simple answer is probably 
as much as you can reasonably afford. If you were in an employer scheme, your employer 
might typically contribute 4% and you might be contributing a further 3% yourself. Under 
auto-enrolment the full rates (from April 2019) will be 3% minimum employer contribution 
and 5% employee, plus tax relief. 

 

As part of the service at DGS, we take the time to understand our client’s unique planning 
needs and circumstances, so that we can provide you with the most suitable solutions in the 
most cost-effective way. For a free review of your current pension plans and financial 
situation, please contact Paul Savuto, AFPS, Chartered Financial Planner. DGS Independent 
Financial Advisers Ltd. 07834 499595 or email ps@dgsifa.com.  I’m based in Meppershall and 
I’ll be happy to talk to you. 

 

mailto:ps@dgsifa.com
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Meppershall Garden Club  

 

 

 

 

 

During the first week in July, the Garden Club paid a return visit to the gardens of Gurneys, 
Holwell, by kind invitation of Mr & Mrs R. Cox. 

Unfortunately, many MGC members were away this time and missed a real treat.  It was a 
swelteringly hot day so we began with tea/coffee in the cool of the huge walnut tree in the 
courtyard.  Our hostess, Andrea, joined us, as did the lone female black swan that lives on and 
around the top lake (and in winter comes into the warm kitchen).  Andrea then gave us a tour 
of the beautiful gardens which she and Richard have created and developed over the last few 
decades. 

We saw how the borders and extensive rose beds have matured and seemed to be coping well 
with the dry conditions; the pergolas adorned with pink climbing roses and purple Clematis 
‘Etoile Violette’, and the newly created dry border of succulents containing several varieties of 
Echeveria including Agavoides, Elegans, Glauca and Rosea.  Being native to semi-desert areas 
of Central America, Mexico and north-western South America, they should thrive in their 
gravel bed against the hot barn wall. 

The life-size unicorn statue, set against tall greenery is impressive as are the various sculptures 
and boulders positioned to the best effect. 

The young fruit trees and vines on the slopes above the lower lake were thriving too, despite 
being hit by the spring frosts. 

We returned to the cool of the courtyard for our picnic lunch and then, by way of a thank you 
to our hosts, spent a combined 4 hours dead heading all the roses. They were so grateful that 
we have already been invited back again next year! 

 

If you would like to find out more about the garden club then please speak to any of our 
members or make contact via our email. 

 

  

Linda Parker 01462 815114 Kim Lee Tyler 01462 811750 
Email address: meppershallgardenclub@hotmail.co.uk 

 

mailto:meppershallgardenclub@hotmail.co.uk
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SPARKS Holiday Club  
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St. Mary’s Meppershall Junior Church  
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Message from St. Mary’s - Services & Events 

Parish Church of St Mary The Virgin (Church of England) 
Church Road, off Campton Road, Meppershall 

www.stmarysmeppershall.org.uk          facebook.com/stmarysmeppershall   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Rector:  The Reverend Veronica Goodman 
01462 339962 – ronigoodman@gmail.com  – usual day off Monday 

 
Churchwardens: 

Dawn Abbatt 01462 816962 
James Read 01462 857836  Email: Meppershall.PCC@gmail.com  

PCC Secretary: 
Anne Parsons 01462 813333 Email: annie10639@gmail.com  

 
Things to Look Out For… 

SPARKS – back this summer, 14-17 August – the successful church holiday club for children 

aged 5-12. Enrolling now - call Dawn (816962) to find out more. This year’s theme: The 

Knights of Watt-a-Lott Castle! 

SPARKS set up day - Sunday 13th August.  All hands welcome for jobs of all sizes. Come and 

help us set up the scene for this year’s holiday club – including free lunch. From 12:00 

onwards. 

SPARKS Celebration Service Sunday 20th August, 11am - come and see what the children 

have been up to during the SPARKS week, and celebrate with us. It’s an informal SPARKS-style 

service and all are welcome. There may be some cake! 

Scarecrow Festival - Saturday 23rd September to Sunday 1st October. After its first successful 

year, the scarecrows return to Meppershall! Please enter a scarecrow or buy a map to walk 

the trail. Look out for more details in this issue of The Messenger. 

St Mary’s Gift Day - Sunday 24th September, 1-4pm. The official Scarecrow Festival results 

will be announced at 3pm - plus your chance to vote for your favourite scarecrow (Scarecrow 

Trail maps available!), including the legendary St Mary's refreshments, fete-style stalls, games 

and Teddy Bear Abseiling. 

http://www.stmarysmeppershall.org.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/stmarysmeppershall/
mailto:ronigoodman@gmail.com
mailto:Meppershall.PCC@gmail.com
mailto:annie10639@gmail.com
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Churchyard Working Party – Saturday 19th August – if you fancy a bit of community spirit and 

outdoor exercise with neighbours and friends, please come along to our next clear-up and 

trim.  Besides our four ‘council cuts’ and the excellent volunteer mowers, we rely on these 

occasional working party days to keep the weeds and bushes at bay and make sure the 

churchyard is as pretty and tidy as the church – and the village – deserves. Thank you in 

advance.  Lunch will be provided for you and you can come just for a little while or for more 

hours. Come anytime, and for more information contact James on 857836. 

And then finally there’s the Bike and Hike – Saturday 9th September.  Please take a look at 

the advert in The Messenger – it’s always a wonderful day. 

For more info on any of our activities, use the contact details above – we would love to hear 

from you and welcome you to our historic and vibrant church. 

 

A Message from St Mary’s… 

This time it’s a message from Andrew – just back from Africa… 

But before that, a big thank you to Croudace Homes for lending us the security fencing we 
needed around the south transept of the Church as protection from falling render. We are 
very grateful to them for helping so quickly and efficiently. 

Rector Roni 

Many of you will know that I have just returned from Tanzania. I had been blessed with the 
chance to volunteer at a conference about helping people to find Wholeness and Freedom 
through faith. I wanted to share some thoughts and stories about the trip… 

It was very special for me as Tanzania is the “land of my birth” and I have not been back there 
since I left in 1964. My host John Paul Ngotty, welcomed me home, and insisted we make a 
mini pilgrimage to the hospital in Arusha where I was born. This was a much more moving 
experience than I anticipated, even though the old colonial part of the hospital is showing its 
age - and there is no plaque there with my name on - yet!  It did however bring back 
memories of my Mum and Dad. 

We spent our first night in Arusha with the familiar sight of Mount Kilimanjaro still covered 
with snow in the distance, before driving for six hours to the conference in Singida. I 
remember steering our VW Beetle down these long-deserted roads when I was 7, with my dad 
as a watchful passenger (as we did in those days when meeting another car was an event)!  
The vast open plains - with the Serengeti Reserve to the right - and the Rift Valley to the left - 
down long dirt roads were much like the Africa I remembered. There were wildebeest 
gathering round the watering hole (an invitation for hungry lions), and the occasional zebra in 
its black and white coat standing out from the background. The lush green of Arusha gave way 
to a much more arid brown the further we travelled and the Maasai cattle that we passed 
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were so thin that they actually looked more like goats. With Mount Meru behind us, we finally 
arrived at the college that was hosting the conference. 

People had travelled for hours, or days, from all over Tanzania, committing 10 whole days -  
9.30 - 6.30 followed by dinner and evening worship - and I believe they had spent a large 
portion of their incomes to participate. 

Our sessions had quite a classroom feel, unlike similar conferences here, but many break 
times gave way to beautiful and spontaneous singing, dancing and ululating (a high pitched 
vocal sound made by women). There was no printed music, but wonderful harmonies 
accompanied by only one instrument - a solitary drummer.  In the breaks, attendees set up 
small stalls for their micro-businesses to sell everything from t-shirts, prayer beads and 
sandals to one another. 

I was made so welcome and my faltering attempts at speaking the Swahili that came quite 
naturally when I was a small child were much appreciated.  They said that in about 6 months I 
might even be able to preach in Swahili - but for now I was really grateful for an interpreter!    

I found faith - wonderfully alive and vibrant, in a different culture, in a place where life is 
unbelievably hard still; where many still live in truly grinding poverty, and few have the 
opportunity for the education that they desire. I learned of a community of 9000 people 
nearby who have to walk 30km to collect water and travel 90km to find a pharmacy and 
medicine when they get sick. 

I came back - inspired by their faith and their joy, their determination to work together - 
‘umoja’  - for good. 

And so, I find myself asking once again: how can I - how can we - help these people, who are 
my people but who, like all the people of the world, are “our people,” as fellow human 
beings? 

It was such a privilege to be there. I went as an invited speaker, to teach, but at the end of the 
day I think I was the one who learned and was inspired! 

Wishing you a wonderful and inspiring summer, 

Andrew
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Services and Events – August 2017   At St Mary’s unless stated below 

Date Time Service / Event 

Weds 2nd August 10.00am Holy Communion 

Sunday 6th August 
8th after Trinity 

11.00am Holy Communion 
With Junior Church (in the vestry) 

Tues 8th August 2-4pm Rectory Tea Chat and a cuppa, all welcome 

Weds 9th August 10.00am Holy Communion 

Friday 11th Aug 9-9.30pm Silent Together – join friends to sit for a few minutes to 
enjoy the tranquillity of the church 

Sunday 13th Aug 
9th after Trinity 

8.30am 
11.00am 
12.00pm 
 
2.00pm at 
the church 
gate 

Holy Communion 
Morning worship – all welcome 
Sparks set-up working party – help if you can! 
 
Second Sunday Stroll – Shillington Loop – south past 
the view point, looping to approach Shillington from 
the East, past All Saints, Lower Gravenhurst, Cow 
Bridge, home. Tea and cake back at church. 4 miles 
approx. Call James for more info, 857836. 

Mon-Thursday 14-17th 
August 

10.00am – 
2.00pm each 
day 

SPARKS –annual holiday club for 5 - 12 years olds. This 
year’s theme: Knights of Watt-a-Lott Castle! Call Dawn 
to get involved (as a knight, or as a helper) – on 
816962. 

Sun 20th Aug 
10th after Trinity 

8.30am 
11.00am 

Holy Communion 
SPARKS Special Service!  Celebrating and learning more 
about the week’s activities. 

Tuesday 22nd Aug 2-4pm Rectory Tea – chat and a cuppa – all welcome – we will 
be Getting Serious! 

Weds 23rd August 10.00am Holy Communion 

Sat 26th August 9.00am Celtic Morning Prayer 

Sun 27th August 
11th after Trinity 

11.00am Holy Communion 
With short Junior Church in the vestry. 

Weds 30th August 10.00am Holy Communion 
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Services and Events – September 2017   At St Mary’s unless stated below 

Date Time Service / Event 

Sunday 3rd Sept 
12th after Trinity 

10.45am 
11.00am 

Teen Table Talk at the Rectory 
Holy Communion 
With Junior Church (in the vestry) 

Weds 6th Sept 10.00am Holy Communion 

Friday 8th Sept 9-9.30pm Silent Together – join friends to sit for a few minutes to 
enjoy the tranquillity of the church 

Saturday 9th Sept 10-6pm Bike and Hike – see separate advert! 

Sunday 10th Sept 
13th after Trinity 

8.30am 
11.00am 
 
2.00pm at 
the church 
gate. 

Holy Communion 
Morning worship – all welcome 
 
Second Sunday Stroll – Polehanger Woods A great, 
simple intro to some of the paths nearest the village if 
you don’t know them already. Out past the Village Hall 
to Polehanger and back through Polehanger Woods 
and up Crackle Hill. Just 2-3 miles. Option to meet on 
the way at the Village Hall. Call James for more info, 
857836. 

Tues 12th Sept 2-4pm Rectory Tea Chat and a cuppa, all welcome 

Weds 13th Sept 10.00am Holy Communion 

Sun 17th Sept 
14th after Trinity 

8.30am 
11.00am 

Holy Communion 
Morning worship – all welcome! 

Weds 20th Sept 10.00am Holy Communion 

Sat 23rd Sept 9.00am Celtic Morning Prayer 

Sun 24th Sept 
15th after Trinity 

11.00am 
 
1-4pm 

Holy Communion - with short Junior Church in the 
vestry. 
GIFT DAY FESTIVAL – the full range of fun activities and 
refreshments for our annual fundraiser – including 
Teddy Bear Abseiling! 

Tuesday 26th Sept 2-4pm Rectory Tea – chat and a cuppa – all welcome – we will 
be Getting Serious! 

Weds 27th Sept 10.00am Holy Communion 

Sunday 1st Oct 
16th after Trinity 

10.45am 
11.00am 

Teen Table Talk at the Rectory 
Holy Communion and Harvest Festival 
With Junior Church (in the vestry) 
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The Team   

CONTRIBUTIONS 

The Editor welcomes contributions to the Messenger, whether as letters, articles or notices.  
Contributions should preferably be as attachments to e-mail but hand-written contributions 
may be sent by post, left at the Editor’s address below or in the folder kept at the Village 
Stores.  Contributions should run to not more than one A5 page (except by prior arrangement) 
and should be received by the Editor not later than the 12th of the month for publication at 
the end of that month.   Contributions received after the deadline may be held over. 

DISCLAIMER 

The Editor reserves the right to omit or alter any advertisement or article and to change the 
content, format or issue date of the magazine without prior notice.  The Editor cannot be held 
responsible for the factual correctness of, or for any libellous comment or statement made in 
any advertisement, article or other contribution published in this magazine.  Every effort will 
be made to avoid any deliberate attempt to mislead or otherwise cause harm or damage to 
any person or persons by any advertisement, article or any other contribution published in 
this magazine. 

THE TEAM 

Editor Mike McConnell 2a Gregory Close 811814 
 Email: mmcconnell567@gmail.com  
Assistant Editor  Vacancy  
   
Advertising and 
Distribution* 

Colette House 90 Fildyke Road 815585 
Email: colettehouse@gmail.com  

Production 
Co-ordination 

Enid Pamment 112 High Street 851397   
Email: enid.pamment@gmail.com 

Treasurer John Thompson 16 Brookmead  812983 
 Email: jthompson244@btinternet.com  
* The Messenger is currently seeking an Advertising and Distribution Manager as Colette has 
indicated that she does not want to continue in the role. 

 

Collating Dates for your Diaries  
  

September 25  November 27 Double issue 
October 30  January 2018 29  
      

 

Please note that dates in the above table indicate the month in which the collating will take 
place, at 2.30 pm in the Sugar Loaf.  The issue being collated will relate to the following 
month. 

mailto:mmcconnell567@gmail.com
mailto:colettehouse@gmail.com
mailto:enid.pamment@gmail.com
mailto:jthompson244@btinternet.com
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