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Editorial  By Dick Bulley 
 

After the rush of producing the October issue in 4 days with less than the full team, this month 

there is time for sober thought; and the most sobering thought of all is that there could well 

be only 3 more Messengers after this one, ever! The October issue was a heroic team effort 

but that cannot disguise the fact that the team needs more people: we need someone to get 

in advertisements for the year starting April 2018.  We need someone to organise the 

distribution of the printed copies, and someone to write the editorials and co-ordinate all the 

other activities. We need to hear from those people by February 2018 at the latest; that is the 

month in which we ask advertisers to buy advertising space for the 10 issues starting in April. 

Unless we can commit to publish after March, we cannot ask advertisers to commit to us. 

 

The Messenger already has an established and friendly team; joining that team would be an 

ideal way for any recent comer to get to know the village, be known, and start to make a 

contribution. The surveys for the Village Plan showed one thing that was valued about the 

village was its sense of community; anyone who wants to feel part of that community has to 

contribute to it. 

 

On a less serious note, this issue celebrates two significant events in the recent past. Last 

month saw the second annual Meppershall Scarecrow competition attract a great crop of 

entrants, as our special supplement shows.  Our thanks to all the entrants who put on a great 

show and congratulations to the winners: 3rd place - The Pringle Family ‘Never Never Land’; 

2nd place - The Ridleys & Roberts Families ‘Harvest from the Hedgerows’; and 1st place - Rogers 

Bakery ‘Bun Fight at Old Rogers Bakery’. 

 

And even more congratulations to John Pontin, our first centenarian in living memory (well 

mine, anyway!)  John now lives in The Birches care home in Shefford but was a resident of 

Fildyke Road Meppershall for very many years. On Tuesday 24th October there were big 

celebrations at The Birches, with a cake presented by The Messenger, among others.  We are 

delighted to share our colour supplement with John. 

 

But I have to revert to my introduction: unless we get some volunteers for the positions that 

need filling, then the last 3 Messengers will be the double Dec/Jan, February and March; after 

that, goodnight! The future is in your hands! If you are willing to help us, phone or e-mail any 

of the Team listed on the back page or contact via the Messenger tab at www.meppershall.org   

http://www.meppershall.org/
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Letters to the Editor 
 

Dear Sir, 

On Saturday 14 October, four of us villagers staged a charity event in the new 

and surprisingly spacious and comfortable temporary (Interim! - Ed) Village Hall 

with a singalong. 43 songs covering 5 genres from the thirties to the present day 

were sung by competent singers on a lovely sound system between 7pm and 

11pm. The Social Club bar was open serving low cost drinks all evening. 

Out of a village population of maybe 2000, 7 people attended, two of whom 

were not villagers. We raised £50 for the charity but were left wondering what 

might have been. 

With attendances dwindling for many events it makes one wonder what we are 

going to do to maintain the lovely, huge, Village Hall to come. It is also to be 

hoped that a new editor will soon be found for the Messenger. 

John Chapman 

Dear Sir, 

24-hour ‘Gameathon’ for Children In Need Monday 23rd October 2017 

My son, Jack Careem, has organised a charity 24-hour ‘Gameathon’ with 5 of his 

school friends (age 10-11 years).  I was wondering if you would like to mention 

the event in the Messenger next month. 

Kind regards,  

Su Careem  

07968-314-813. 

 

Covers by Request 
 

This month’s cover is a stark reminder to all our readers that this edition is, in all 

likelihood, one of the last unless we get a new Editor.    
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  Meppershall Academy  By Nickie Moore 
 

We have celebrated Harvest within the past couple of weeks. 

Our traditional Harvest loaf was made by our Acorns class at Roger’s Bakery. 

Thank you to Roger and Mary who helped the children make such a spectacular 

loaf. This was taken to the beautiful St Mary’s Church as the school community 

went to worship together and celebrate Harvest.  The Service was led by Reader 

Keith and his wife Ruth and each child took an offering of food, which was 

donated to The Need Project. Keith and Ruth told the traditional story of Stone 

Soup and linked it to our school and how each child makes our school special. 

The choir sang “Harvest Song” and our oldest children wrote some prayers. A 

huge thank you to Rector Roni and Reader Keith and Ruth for a very meaningful 

Harvest Service. 

Our school council worked together to organise a successful Macmillan Coffee 

morning at the end of September. We received many generous donations of 

cakes and raised an impressive £280.  

Ali, our cook, prepared an American themed lunch - hamburgers, chips, 

barbequed baked beans and a pancake with maple syrup and ice cream to 

follow. We welcomed some Grandparents to lunch too and the whole school 

had an America themed day which was very popular. We welcomed more 

grandparents for lunch on another occasion. These lunches are always well 

attended and the children really enjoy having lunch with their grandparents. 

We are delighted to see that our academic data shows how well we are doing as 

a school. We are part of a group of 18 Lower schools and this year we came joint 

top for our Early Years results, second for our Phonics results and top for our 

Year 4 results!  Well done to the children and their teachers.  However, we are 

not just focused on academic data, and have a reputation locally for being a very 

caring school. During the past week, two ex-pupils (Year 5 and Year 6) have 

visited us and both commented that they missed Meppershall Academy now 

they are no longer here and would like to come back!  

With best wishes, Nickie Moore (Headteacher).  
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Meppershall Village Hall  

New Interim Hall is Now Available for Hire 

 

   

 

 

 
New outdoor area, ideal for children’s parties 

Licenced Bar also available 

Telephone or Text Louise on 

07968 749870 or Email: 

meppershall.villagehall@gmail.com 

mailto:meppershall.villagehall@gmail.com
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Parish Council Meeting  

Report on the October Council meeting: 

CBC Cllr Tony Brown reported that the Government had changed the rules for 

calculating the number of new houses required to be built in the next decade 

for the area covering Central Beds, with a result that many more dwellings will 

be needed than was first envisaged. CBC cannot see how this newly required 

number can be met, so there is to be a memo to all Town and Parish Councils on 

what actions CBC will be taking once they have been agreed. It is already decided 

to submit the Local Development Plan for approval early in the New Year, which 

means there will be no second round of public consultation; if the LDP can be in 

place by March 2018, the new rules will not apply to us. Part of the problem is 

that pressure needs to be applied to Central Government but none of the 

Parliamentary seats in the CBC area are marginal so pressure from the MPs is 

likely have limited effect, although that should not stop us from trying. On a 

better note CBC has managed to almost halve the number of empty properties 

in its area - the figure is now 686. 

With the school term now four weeks old a number of Parishioners raised 

concerns on how the new parking restrictions were working, with a case of a car 

mounting the pavement with children in close proximity being mentioned. 

Control of speeding traffic and the congestion around the village store were also 

raised. As previously stated, discussion will continue on what can be done but 

answers will not be cheap or happen overnight. 

Planning – Awaiting a decision: 100 High Street, 38 dwellings, more supporting 

information received; Arran Park Fishery change of use plus two caravans; 52 

Fildyke Road, 2 new dwelling (not 20 as mentioned in last month’s report). 

Standalone Farm House, alterations to ground floor elevation and roof to 

enable conversion into two annexes, 79 Shefford Road, new 3-bedroomed 

dwelling, Stocken House, 145 dwellings. Approvals: none. Appeals: the first 

application for 100 High Street is still under consideration. 

Finance – a problem with outstanding/not issued invoices for rent of the Village 

Hall has been resolved. 

Highways – Cllr R Smith reported on that there were going to be further road 

closures and width reductions in Shefford Road and the High Street during the 

next 4-week period. He also asked Councillors what schemes should be 

considered in the next round of rural matched funding. As it had been  
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mentioned previously the Clerk is to request a site meeting with a Highways 

representative to review the scheme recently installed outside the school, and 

to indicate that we would be looking at further schemes to improve road safety 

in the Village. 

Environment and Leisure –  The children’s swing for Old Road Meadow has been 

accepted and the cost was approved at this meeting. 

Risk Assessments – The Council approved the reviewed risk assessments and 

the one action plan resulting from the review. 

Community Assets – Cllr P Smith reported on the promised improvements to 

the Sugar Loaf: in fact, the manager had not had any discussions with Hawthorn 

Leisure on the subject. 

Neighbourhood Plan – is still in its infancy and one of the leading members has 

resigned for personal reasons, more details next month. 

Procedures – The annual review of Council procedures is underway and the draft 

Standing Order and draft Financial Regulations were presented for comments. 

It is hoped to approve them at the next Council meeting.   

Matters Arising – Insurance: the Council have changed companies and is now 

with the Zurich. Notice Boards: as a temporary measure notices are displayed in 

the shop window until new boards can be erected near the bus stop. Grass 

Cutting: the Clerk is due to meet with the contractor during week commencing 

Monday15th October. Nunswood: the approved planned work on the area is 

about to restart. The Forestry Commission representative was very pleased on 

how the area had improved following the previous work. 

 

The next meeting is on Monday 13th November at 7.45pm in the Interim Village 

Hall. 

 

Peter Chapman, Chairman, Meppershall Parish Council                            

chairman@meppershall.org 

Please note the minutes of the Parish Council meetings are posted on the 

Meppershall website.  

mailto:chairman@meppershall.org
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Meppershall Village Hall AGM 
Notice of Annual General Meeting 

On Sunday 26th November 2017 at 6pm in the Interim Village Hall, 

Meppershall 

AGENDA 

 

1. Approve minutes of the previous annual general meeting held on 13th 

November 2016 

2. Trustees and Treasurers report and approve accounts for the year to 31st 

March 2017 

3. Update on progress, specification, process, timing and construction of the 

new Village Hall 

4. Election of trustees 

5. Any other business: 

• Notified before the meeting 

• Arising at the meeting 

 

Notes: 

Item 1: 

The report of the meeting is available by request or on the website  

https://www.meppershallvillagehall.co.uk/index.php/about-us/accounts-

financial-information 

Item 2: 

The accounts will be available prior to the meeting on request by post or email 

or via the website  

http://www.meppershallvillagehall.co.uk. 

Item 3: 

Updates have also been included in The Messenger and on the website on a 

regular basis. 

https://www.meppershall.org/index.php/village-hall-development 

Item 4: 

Details of the existing trustees are available on request by post or email, all of 

whom are willing to continue.  The current trustees are shown on the Village  

  

https://www.meppershallvillagehall.co.uk/index.php/about-us/accounts-financial-information
https://www.meppershallvillagehall.co.uk/index.php/about-us/accounts-financial-information
http://www.meppershallvillagehall.co.uk/
https://www.meppershall.org/index.php/village-hall-development
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Hall website and the Charities Commission website under Meppershall Village 

Hall Charity number 300052. 

https://www.meppershallvillagehall.co.uk/index.php/about-us/trustees-

committee 

http://www.charitycommission.gov.uk. 

 

Further nominations for the role of trustee, with a seconder and the nominees 

consent to act, should be provided in writing preferably ahead of, or otherwise 

at the latest delivered at the start of the AGM.   

 

A nominee must be willing and able to fulfil all the legal duties and 

responsibilities of a trustee and make the necessary time available to attend at 

least eight meetings during the year as well as assist in the running of a self-

help organisation by taking on and delivering specific projects.   

 

The appropriate form for nominations may be requested by post or email.  

Item 5: 

Items for other business should preferably be submitted in writing by post or 

email at least two working days before the AGM so that appropriate research 

or information that is required can be collated before the meeting. 

 

Postal request details: 

David  Birch   Graham Jones   Dave Foskett 

The Brook   10 Taylors Close  11 Orchard Close 

18b Shefford Road  Meppershall   Meppershall 

Meppershall    Beds    Beds 

Beds    SG17 5NH   SG17 5LW 

SG17 5LJ 

 

Email contact details: 

David Birch  

dcbirch@btinternet.com 

Graham Jones 

graham@girasole.co.uk 

Dave Foskett 

david@foskett.org.uk 

25th September 2017  

https://www.meppershallvillagehall.co.uk/index.php/about-us/trustees-committee
https://www.meppershallvillagehall.co.uk/index.php/about-us/trustees-committee
http://www.charitycommission.gov.uk/
mailto:dcbirch@btinternet.com
mailto:graham@girasole.co.uk
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Central Beds College – Find Your Future  



11 

 

 

 

The Meppershall Players By Karen Mitchell  
 

The Players are now only a few weeks away from our first night performance of 

our 2017 Pantomime ‘A Christmas Carol’.  The dynamics of our current Interim 

Village Hall at Meppershall means we can only seat 50 people at each 

performance (we usually seat 120). Tickets will be on sale at Roger’s Bakery from 

Wednesday 1st November. 

We may not have the same facilities as in previous years, but we still have 
enthusiasm, a wicked sense of humour, and amazing talent in this year’s 
production. You can see this fun-for-all-the-family show ‘A Christmas Carol’ on 
Fri 1st, Sat 2nd, Fri 8th & Sat 9th December at Meppershall Interim Village Hall; 
Curtain Up: Evenings 7.45pm, Matinees 3pm. Tickets all £5 (no concessions); 
Last Night Performance £7 (no concessions). Look out for posters in and around 
Meppershall and on the Players Facebook Community Page with all the details, 
which will also be in the December Issue of the Messenger.  

  
**************************************************************** 

Wanted! One Piano Player for future pantomimes (not this year’s), variety 
shows & musicals. Yes. we are still looking for someone who loves to play piano 
and would like to accompany the Players. Could you be the next Players’ piano 
player? If yes, we’d love to meet you.  Drop in on any Wednesday or contact the 
number below. 

Find the Meppershall Players on Facebook (Meppershall Players Community) 
Insta-gram, Twitter, and Meppershall Village Hall Website. 

The Players meet every Wednesday evening at 7.30pm at the Village Hall. 
Membership is currently free; we welcome people from the age of 9 to 90+ to 
indulge in all areas of theatrical performances, set-building, costumes, directing, 
acting, make-up, song & dance, etc. 

Interested? We look forward to meeting you.            

Karen Mitchell (Players’ Secretary) 01462 816336 
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Shefford Leisure Group By Enid Pamment  
November 

 
We were too late to report our superb visit to Waddesdon Manor 
a National Trust property.  The weather was so kind just until we 
were making our way back to the coach at the end of the day.  
We had booked in for lunch, which was beautifully served, the 
tables were elegantly laid and the surroundings superb.  After 
lunch it was time for us to meet at the front of the house for our 
tour.  We were not rushed and could wend our way through the 
fabulous rooms and all that beautiful silver, which made me think I was so glad all the cleaning 
was not left to me!  We then had the opportunity to go upstairs to see the bedrooms and 
bathrooms - all very well kept.  Whilst we were upstairs we had the opportunity to view the 
grounds surrounding this wonderful building, which still has residing visitors from time to 
time.  All too soon it was time to leave this superb property making our way back to 
Bedfordshire. 
 
Having just returned from our visit to The Isle of Man (Manx Country).  After an early start our 
driver for the duration was called Max, who proved very kind, helpful and had a good sense 
of humour, which helps!  Everyone was on time and we were soon heading along the M1 and 
onto the M6 enroute to Heysham for the ferry called ‘Ben-My-Cheee’, making our way to 
Douglas Bay on the Isle of Man and to ‘The Rutland Hotel’ which faced the beautiful bay and 
sea.  All the buildings had the ‘Victorian’ flavour and all were beautifully kept.  The hotel was 
spotlessly clean, with large rooms.  There was a good choice of food from which one could 
choose (carvery fashion).   
 
The next day we could please ourselves and quite a few of us used the Manx Electric Railway 
and travelled from Douglas to Ramsey and back again.  Unfortunately, the weather was not 
kind that day so we were happy to stay on the train, then the Douglas Bay Horse Tramway 
met us and we travelled the entire bay in a single coach pulled by a shire horse along the 
Promenade which is the world’s oldest continually operational horse tramway – what an 
experience! – and the horses are so well cared for. 
 
Our second day was a circular tour by coach of the north of the island, First St Johns, which is 
the setting of an annual open-air Manx Parliament on Tynwald Hill then the fishing port of 
Peel, with its ruined castle overlooking the harbour.  There is also a traditional Kipper 
Smokery. Later we went to Ramsey and then returned to Douglas following the thrilling 
section of the TT motorcycle racing circuit! wow!  I was so pleased I was safely in the coach!   
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Next day we visited the southern part of the island.  There is a visitor centre where you can 
see the small island called Calf of Man which is full of wildlife, also a hotspot for seals, dolphins 
and basking sharks!  Unfortunately, we did not see any sunbathing going on as it was not 
warm enough for them!  On our way there is an RAF Museum and at this time of the year it 
should have been closed and only open weekends.  However, a telephone call soon altered 
that and the volunteers kindly came out of hiding to open up the small museum.  It really was 
so interesting and looking at the collection of memorabilia; all of a sudden there was a gasp 
from one of our group, she had spotted a regiment she thought her uncle served in and 
looking at the photograph there he was standing in front of her! 
 
Although personally this was my first visit to this lovely island and the weather although in 
the main was dry but a little on the chilly side, I was very impressed as I did not think there 
was so much to see and do. All the ‘locals’ are so very proud of their island and so they should 
be! 
 
I don’t like to mention it but the festive season is just around the corner, so there are a few 
shows and days out, Hampstead and the Christmas lights with a Guide, a cheeky show and 
Christmas lunch at Wicksteed Park the last one for 2017 is a Kentish Christmas and a Guide 
where we will stop in Rochester, where everything stops for Christmas. 
  
We still have rooms available for the Cotswolds sleepover which is proving popular, so 
although it is next May single rooms are now in short supply.  Flyers are available for anyone 
interested, just give me a call and I will send you one.  
 
Please remember, Shefford Leisure Group is open to people of all ages and it gives me 
pleasure to be able to offer outings to places of interest and perhaps you had thought you 
would like to go but never had the opportunity. – Life really is too short! just enjoy. 
 
Take care and happy travelling.  Enid 
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FORTHCOMING EVENTS PLANNED FOR 2017: 

THURSFORD – Sunday 12th November 2017 – Leaving Shefford at 9am and stopping for coffee 
and a browse at Elveden en route.  (Reserve List only). 
TANGO MODERNO – Vincent & Flavia – Mk Theatre – Sat. Matinee 18th November 2017 Circle 
Row D seats (two seats available) 
BRICK LANE CHRISTMAS SHOW – Tuesday 21st November – Very popular venue in London 
which includes the show and afternoon tea – Coach leaving from Shefford. 
HAMPSTEAD & THE CHRISTMAS LIGHTS – Thursday 23rd November, coach leaves Shefford at 
9.30am to meet our Blue Badge Guide who will take us for a one course lunch followed by a 
village trail and some free time for shopping in Hampstead or an optional short walking tour 
with the Guide.  After re-joining the coach for our tour of the Christmas Lights and the 
opportunity to visit Covent Garden Market before heading home after the rush hour at 
6.,30pm.  We anticipate arriving back to Shefford by 8pm.  
JOHN RUTTER’S CHRISTMAS CELEBRATION with the Royal Philharmonic Orchestra. 
Performed at the amazing Royal Albert Hall.  Wednesday 6th December – Arena Seats Row 15, 
Circle Seats Rows 1 & 2 and Choir seats rows 1,2 & 3.  Coach leaving Shefford at 11am. (This 
performance is in conjunction with Shefford Leisure Group). 
AUNTIE BRENDA’S CHRISTMAS TALE!! At Wicksteed Park on Sunday 10th December 2017.  
Including Christmas lunch and afternoon tea.  Links over 25 popular songs from Christmases 
throughout the years – Come and have a bit of fun!  
A KENTISH CHRISTMAS – Our last outing of 2017.  We can view the sweeping views of the 
Medway on the little known Hoo Peninsula where we can enjoy a roast lunch together with 
last minute Christmas Shopping and sightseeing in lovely old-fashioned Rochester.  You can 
either stay with the Guide for a trail past the castle, the cathedral, the Dorritt family grave 
and Miss Haversham’s house. - Thursday 21st December – There is an inclusive price for coach, 
lunch and tour. 

                                                                           
FORTHCOMING EVENTS PLANNED FOR 2018: 
THE PEOPLE’S POST – Sunday 4th March, we meet our Blue Badge Guide for morning 
refreshments and afterwards the choice is yours to either do the ‘walking tour’ or a half 
walking tour and finish off by coach whilst hearing the tales of drunken poaching mailmen, 
corrupt politicians, the Victorian internet and a canny public, determined to avoid paying for 
their post. Exmouth Market will be the place where we can choose our lunch stop.  During 
the afternoon we visit the brand-new state of the art Postal Museum to enjoy an incredible 
collection spanning five centuries. We will also ride the hidden tunnels of the Mail Rail – a 
unique piece of industrial heritage that has kept the capital’s communications flowing for over 
75 years. 
 
THE COTSWOLDS EXPLORER – 3-DAY TOUR – May 27th 2018 for two nights – We will be 
staying at the 4* Oxford Whitney Hotel, just a short walk from the historic centre of Whitney, 
this hotel is the ideal base for travelling throughout Oxfordshire. The hotel features well 
equipped bedrooms, a heated swimming pool, spa bath, steam room and sauna which are all 
free for the group to use throughout their stay. Day trips include The Downton Abbey Matinee 
Explorer, Cotswolds Gold and the Cotswolds River Thames Explorer.  We also have a Blue 
Badge Guide to accompany us. Please contact me for prices and any further details required.  
A flier is available if required.  
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LITCHFIELD & THE NATIONAL ARBORETUM – Date to be advised.  

 
LONDON SHOWS CURRENTLY AVAILABLE – ALL MATINEE PERFORMANCES: 
(organised in conjunction with Stevenage Group Travel): 
 
ALADDIN – Thursday 23rd November – (Songs from Academy Award Winning Classic Film ‘A 
Whole New World’ Prince Edward Theatre – Stall Seats – Coach leaving Shefford at 10.30am. 
PHANTOM OF THE OPERA – Thursday 14th December – Now in its 30th record breaking year. 
Her Majesty’s Theatre – Stall Seats – Coach leaving Shefford at 10.15am. 
DISNEY ON ICE PASSPORT TO ADVENTURE – Friday 29th December.  The 02 Arena Level One 
Block 110 seats – Coach leaving Shefford at 10.15am. 
2018 
42ND STREET – WITH 2-COURSE CARVERY LUNCH AT THE STRAND PALACE HOTEL – 
Wednesday 10th January 2018 – Theatre Royal Drury Lane – Stall Seats – Coach will depart 
Shefford at 9am. 
THE MATINEE LUNCH SHOW ‘ELVIS’ AT PLANET HOLLYWOOD - Tuesday 20th February. With 
a welcome drink, three course meal and a music legend tribute act. Menu: Welcome Cocktail, 
Soup + roll. Fish and Chips or Pasta Pomodoro (v), White chocolate bread pudding, ice cream 
and Bourbon sauce. 12:00 Arrive for a welcome drink. 12:30 Starter and main course 13:30 
Show-first half, 14.00 Dessert, 14.30 Second half. Depart by 16.00.  Coach will depart Shefford 
at 9am. 
THE MOUNTBATTEN FESTIVAL OF MUSIC – Saturday 10th March.  Featuring the Massed 
Bands of Her Majesty’s Royal Marines, performing at the Royal Albert Hall.  Choir and Circle 
Seats.  Coach will depart Shefford at 9.45am. 
STRICTLY BALLROOM – THE MUSICAL - Wednesday 2nd May.  The uplifting story that inspired 
the world to dance. – Piccadilly Theatre – Stall Seats – Coach will depart Shefford at 10.15am. 
THE MATINEE LUNCH SHOW – Tom Jones tribute act’ at Pizza Express.  Thursday 3rd May. A 
welcome drink Prosecco, Beer, Small wine or Soft Drink, Dough Balls, Pizza, salad or Pasta 
Dish, Chocolate Fudge Cake. 12:00 Arrive at Pizza Express, Holborn for your Welcome Drive, 
12.30 Be seated for starter and main course, 13:30 Tom Jones Show – first half, 14:00 Desert, 
14.30 Tom Jones Show – second half, Depart by 16:00.  Coach will depart Shefford at 9am.    
Please telephone for prices and availability of any holidays, outings or shows listed above. 
 
For all holidays, including transport from Shefford and hotel accommodation, Shefford 
Leisure Group acts as an agent for the Tour Operator; their terms and conditions apply. 
   
Shefford Leisure Group is open to everyone in the local community, who feel they would like 
to join us on our ventures and see places they would not see under their own steam.  We are 
always happy to meet new friends. 
 
Raffles are held and all the proceeds are for Keech Hospice Care for Children.  For further 
information regarding dates, prices and availability or to receive our monthly newsletter, 
please contact Enid on 01462 851397 or e-mail enid.pamment@gmail.com. 
Enid Pamment – Shefford Leisure Group   

mailto:enid.pamment@gmail.com
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Meppershall Action Group 
 
 

October 2017 Update 

As of 18/10/17 there are 462 objections raised against the 2nd Gladman application to build 

145 homes on Stocken House land. There are no responses in favour of the application. The 

application is now waiting for a decision by CBC. MAG have submitted 262 residents and 68 
October 2017 update 

AS of 18/10/17 there are 462 objections raised against the 2nd Gladman application to build 145 homes on 

Stocken House land. There are no responses in favour of the application. The application is now waiting for a 

decision by CBC.  

MAG have submitted 262 residents and 68 Friends and Family objections your behalf.  Thank you for your 

support.  

In case you are not aware, the original Stocken House application for 150 homes has gone to appeal but no date 

has yet been set for the hearing.   

Three other applications are currently open for you to pass comment on and are as follows. They have been 

listed oldest to newest as the ones with earlier dates will shortly be closing for decision by CBC: 

CB/17/02409/FULL - New Close Nurseries, Fildyke Road, Meppershall - Demolition of existing glasshouses and 

redevelopment with 10 residential dwellings and all ancillary works 

CB/17/03977/FULL - 79 Shefford Road, Meppershall, Shefford, SG17 5LL - New build three-bedroom detached 

single storey dwelling with integral garage and detached garage 

CB/17/04537/FULL - Land between Nos 10 & 12 Hoo Road, Meppershall, Shefford, SG17 5LP - Erection of 2 

three-bedroom detached houses 

If you wish to comment on these applications you can do so by logging on to the CBC website 

http://www.centralbedfordshire.gov.uk/planning/view-comment/applications.aspx 

Or by writing to CBC at Priory House, Monks Walk, Chicksands, Shefford, SG17 5TQ 

If you would like any help or guidance with submitting your views then please contact one of the MAG group 
who will be happy to support you with this process. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
As you are probably aware, MAG was formed to create a reactionary force dealing with the immediate issues of 

unscrupulous and insensitive developers trying to take advantage of a poorly organised CBC planning 

department. We need to move away from this position of having to galvanise support and fight inappropriate 

planning applications in our area by helping to create a ‘vision’ of how we want Meppershall to develop in the 

future. 

You may have heard about the ‘Neighbourhood Plan’ either through conversation or via social media?  This is 

an important process that Meppershall residents should get involved with as it will form a medium to long-term 

plan for Meppershall Parish (Meppershall - the Place).  CBC will adopt our plan and it will set out statutory rights 

which will be enforceable by planning officers at CBC to protect unsuitable development of our village.   

Please do get involved.  

With your help Meppershall Action Group can be instrumental in helping the Neighbourhood Planning team in 

setting out the vision for the future of Meppershall. 

For and on behalf of Meppershall Action Group.  Our village – we do have a say!  

http://www.centralbedfordshire.gov.uk/planning/view-comment/applications.aspx
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Meppershall Village Hall – Update 16th October 2017 
 
During September the Meppershall Village Hall (MVH) Trustees and PC had frustrations in 
getting the Interim MVH open and regular users moved in and operational.  However, with 
intense activity they were all resolved and the Interim MVH became operational.  Feedback 
from the Users has been very positive. 
 
So, September saw the final consents from CBC, Ofsted and Bar Licencing come through and 
following detailed negotiation with the Croudace HQ Legal Dept. the Interim MVH lease and 
PC Store licences were signed off. 
 
A lot of landscaping work has been carried out to make the new Access way attractive, as well 
as hoarding around the new MVH construction works with good lighting to the car park areas. 
 
The entrance way is now fully compliant with disabled access and fire regulations but does 
need to be better lit, so this is in hand.  Users are being asked not to smoke outside the 
entrance/exit doors nor on the pathways, as this is a fire risk, and to use the waste bins 
provided.  A smoking shelter has been installed and two picnic type tables for all to use. 
 
Crackle Hill Path is tarmacked as an access route, but the installation of lighting bollards has 
been delayed by technical issues with the mains supply (outside MVH/PC/Croudace control).  
Final surfacing works are to be undertaken once this has been installed, as well as at the road 
end entrance. 

 
We are addressing matters that arise as we gain experience from use of the Interim MVH. 
 
The photos attached show the Interim MVH.  We have achieved a very good interim facility 
which is available for hire, and we are flexible on terms – just ask and put forward sensible 
proposals. 
 
 
The new MVH is progressing well, due for completion in about a year’s time.  We would like 
to hear from individuals or groups who are interested in setting up clubs or activities to use 
the new MVH and sports pitches, as we will shortly need to get ahead on registrations and 
ensuring the detailed specifications meet their requirements. 
 
Regular updates have been posted on the website at 
https://www.meppershallvillagehall.co.uk, just follow the links, and with many photos. 
 
Any queries please email mvh.construction@meppershallvillagehall.co.uk and we shall be 
pleased to respond or to meet to discuss. 
  
Meppershall Village Hall Trustees 
Meppershall Parish Council 
16th October 2017  

https://www.meppershallvillagehall.co.uk/
mailto:mvh.construction@meppershallvillagehall.co.uk
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Meppershall Calendar of Events - November 
Day Date What's on When Where 

Wed 1st 

Panto Tickets go on sale 

(be quick! – only 50 

tickets available per 

performance) 

Panto Dates: 

1st, 2nd, 8th & 9th Dec 
Rogers Bakery 

Thurs 2nd 
Careers & Employment 

Event 
09.30 - 14.30 

The Incubus 

Dunstable 

Mon 6th Campton Garden Club 19.30 - 21.00 Campton VH 

Thurs 9th GNOMES Coffee Morning 10.45 - 11.45 New Care Home 

Sat 11th Club Sound Karaoke 19.00 - late Interim VH 

Sun 12th 
Remembrance Day 

Service 
10.50 St Mary's Churchyard 

  Social Club Quiz 19.00 – 23.00 Interim VH 

Mon 13th Parish Council Meeting 19.45 – 21.30  

Tues 21st 
6th Form Open Evening 

Presentations 

16.00; 17.00; 

18.00; 19.00. 
Samuel Whitbread 

Sunday 26th Village Hall AGM 18.00 hrs Interim VH 

Also see the calendar on the village website 

Meppershall Social Club 
NOVEMBER 

*BINGO - Every Friday Night. 

Doors open 6.45pm; eyes down 7.15pm.  

Members free entry; Non-members £1 entrance fee. 

* MEAT RAFFLE - drawn Every Friday Night during the Bingo Interval. 

£1 per square could win you your Sunday roast. 

* CLUB SOUND KARAOKE Saturday 11th November 7pm-late with Dave & Stuart, 1,000’s of tracks 
to choose from, Sing-a-long to your favourite songs, at this fun for everyone evening in a relaxed 
and friendly atmosphere. 

* PAUL CARNE’S QUIZ NIGHT- Sunday 12th November at 7.30pm the most fun quiz on the planet, 
£1 per person, teams as big or small as you like, half of entry money to winning team, the other 
half to the Social Club Charity’s for 2017 ‘Meppershall Gnomes’ & ‘Mind’. 

* Look out for posters on other Social Club events. 

* SNOOKER at the Social Club -  members can play every evening when the club is open. For more 
information pop into the Social Club any evening, or contact The Club after 8pm on 01462 815642. 
Club opens 8pm.  We look forward to seeing you. 

MEMBERSHIP for 2017 is still available (pick up a form at the Club).  

Meppershall Social Club 01462 815642 after 8pm.  

http://www.meppershall.org/index.php/meppershall-calendar/month.calendar/2016/06/22/-
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Neighbourhood Plan 
HELPING MAKE MEPPERSHALL A THRIVING RURAL COMMUNITY 

Disappointingly few people turned out for the two information sessions held by the 

Neighbourhood Plan Group to explain the importance of the Plan and how the 

Meppershall community could help to create it. The core group of 5 needs additional 

skills to undertake their very large task - help particularly in these areas: 
• Project planning and controlling. 

• IT, computing and file work. 

• Professional transport, roads and legal expertise. 

• Additional information and other data not secured by the 2016 Messenger Village Plan 

surveys.   

• Logging and highlighting key local interest areas and features with photographic evidence 

to support the NP. 

• Designing and marketing the final plan.  Bringing it to life. 

Some of the above require professional expertise, which may well be found in the 

village but will otherwise have to be bought in, but the logging and highlighting, for 

instance, simply requires an observant person with a camera. 

The presentations also stressed that the Neighbourhood Plan is not part of the 

response to the current pressure from developers; it looks forward as far as 2035, 

setting policies that will shape what the Central Beds Planning Dept. can and cannot 

approve in Meppershall. It is concerned with every aspect of the use of the land within 

the parish: infrastructure, employment, services and recreation just as much as 

planning for houses. 

A Neighbourhood Plan is a group of policies, based on evidence of the needs and 

wishes of the community, which have been consulted over, reviewed by external 

specialists and ultimately agreed in a referendum. The broad areas of policy 

provisionally being considered are: 
1. Settlement envelope and hilltop aspect. 

2. Heritage. 

3. Distinctive rural character. 

4. Settlement and countryside in unison. 

5. Housing provision overall approach. 

6. Appropriate housing mix. 

7. Improving traffic. 

8. Promoting green transport alternatives, footpaths and trails. 

9. Supporting local business, employment and services. 

The NP Group plans to have its own tab on the village website as soon as possible. 

Until then, if you would like to know more and especially if you would like to help with 

this very important work, please contact the group via The Parish Clerk at 

meppershall.org. 
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Notices   
New Opening Times at Shefford Library 

Tuesday - Friday 9 am to 6 pm; Saturday 9 am to 4 pm 

•  

Warden Abbey Vineyard Christmas Wine Sale 
Sun 3rd Dec 11:00-16:00 

The Stable Yard, Southill Park, Southill SG18 9LJ 
Locally grown white & sparkling wine 

to taste and buy for Christmas dinner or gifts. 
Come and join us for this festive occasion – why not visit the Christmas Tree 
Festival and Christingle service at All Saints Church, Southill, afterwards too! 

Free tasting, entry and parking, and mince pies (while stocks last!) 
** Cash/cheques only please ** 

www.wardenvineyard.org.uk 

 

‘TRUGS & TROWELS’ 

Campton Gardening Club 
 

Our next meetings will be on: 

Monday, 6th November; a talk by Rob McLead on pruning 

(ex-manager at Old Warden Abbey Vineyard) 

Monday, 4th December; Christmas flower arrangement demonstration, 

mulled wine, mince pies and raffle. 

Campton Village Hall, 7.30-9.00pm 

Everyone Welcome - Admission £2 

For more information, please contact…  Maryika 01462 851729 

 

Senior Birthdays in November 

Jean Ford will be 85 on 10th 

Poppy Aston will be 89 on 10th 

Stephen North will be 81 on 19th 

Ann Hutchinson will be 83 on 23rd 

Anne Gilmour will be 86 on 30th 

Congratulations to all of the above. 
  

http://www.wardenvineyard.org.uk/
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Birthdays    
A very happy birthday to those of you 

celebrating birthdays in November 

Alice Geneux who will be 15 on the 1st 

Ben Halford who will be 13 on the 4th 

Sammi-Jo Smith who will be 4 on the 6th  

Freddie Hefford who will be 12 on the 10th 

George Hing will be 5 on the 17th  

Scarlett Vernon who will be 6 on the 19th  

Lucy Wallace who will be 14 on the 23rd 

Cory Browning who will be 5 on the 27th  

George Underwood who will be 5 on the 29th  

If you are under 16 and would like your name added to the birthday page, 

please call Louise Hutson on 814148 or email at louhuts@gmail.com. 

Central Beds Recycling Advice  
  

mailto:louhuts@gmail.com


23 

 

Meppershall Pre-School Ponderings  
 

 

 

 
           Ponderings 
 

All our families and staff members have now settled in to pre-school life at the fabulous 

Interim Hall. In October with all the mild weather we have really enjoyed our new larger 

outside play area. We now have even more ride-ons including a few multi seat ride-

ons, so children learn to work together to have fun. We have also had our climbing 

frame out more often because we have space for it alongside other play equipment. 

Even now the weather is more changeable and the nights are drawing in, we will still 

continue to encourage children to enjoy our fantastic outdoor space, and talk about 

playing safely and wrapping up warm.  

Our new topic is 'Our World'. This will include looking at the environment we live in, 

and talking about annual celebrations. One family shared Diwali with us in October. 

Diwali is the five-day festival of lights, celebrated by millions of Hindus, Sikhs and Jains 

across the world. The festival, which coincides with the Hindu New Year, celebrates 

new beginnings and the triumph of good over evil and light over darkness. Another 

family will be sharing Nikolaus with us in December. Each year on December 6th, 

Germans remember the death of Nicholas of Myra (now the Anatolia region of modern 

Turkey), who died on that day in 346. He was a Greek Christian bishop known for 

miracles and giving gifts secretly, and is now the patron saint of little children, sailors, 

merchants and students. Known as Nicholas the "Wonder worker" for his miracles, he 

is also identified with Santa Claus, but should not be confused with Santa Claus. We 

welcome visits from all our families throughout the year and particularly enjoy sharing 

in their festivities.  

I would also like to take this opportunity to welcome Louise Slade onboard as the new 

chair of our committee. The committee do an invaluable job of running the pre-school 

and we appreciate all the time and effort they put in! They also fundraise throughout 

the year and will be running a stall at Meppershall Church of England Academy's 

Christmas Fair on 2nd December.   

 
 

 
 
 

  

The highly qualified team at Meppershall Pre-school is dedicated to 

offering the best possible care to all our children by creating a safe and 

stimulating environment, encompassing all individual needs.  

We are open every weekday from 9:15am till 3:15pm (term time only) and 

take up to 24 children in each session from in and around the surrounding 

areas.   
Priority is given to funded children,  

and we have limited spaces for two-year olds. 

Please ring Tamsin on 07816 357159, or email meppershallps@gmail.com, 
 to enrol your child or join our waiting list, 

or visit www.meppershall-ps.co.uk for more information. 
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Quiz night 
ON 

SUNDAY 12th nOvemBER 

Starts 7.30pm 
 
 

With quizmaster 

Paul Carne 

Teams as big or small as you 
like 

Fun FOR ALL THE FAMILY 
(At Meppershall Interim Hall) 

(£1 ENTRY FEE PER PERSON, NON-MEMBERS WELCOME) 
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CLUB SOUND 
KARAOKE 

With 

Stu & dave 
Saturday 11th November 

7pm till late 
(At Meppershall Interim Hall) 

1000’s of tracks to choose from 
all your karaoke favourites 
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Meppershall GNOMES  
The Gnomes are very pleased to pass on details of this scheme and we have stocks of the 

"bottles" and wallets. 

Message in a Bottle Scheme 

The Lions MESSAGE IN A BOTTLE scheme is a simple idea designed to encourage people to 
keep their personal and medical details on a standard form and in a common location - the 
Fridge. Whilst it is focused on the more vulnerable people in our community, anyone can have 
an accident at home, so this scheme can benefit anyone, including you. 

The small distinctive plastic container contains a printed form and two labels. The 
householders fill in the form with their medication details, allergies, next-of-kin and if there 
are any pets in the family and put the form in the container. The container is then placed in 
their fridge and one of the labels placed on the fridge door. The other label is placed on the 
inside of the front entrance door of the home, by the lock. 

Message in a Wallet 

Also available, courtesy of the Lions, is the credit card size MESSAGE IN A WALLET contained 
in a clear plastic wallet so you can carry it in your purse or wallet. The fold out card in the 
plastic wallet contains the same information as is found in Message in a Bottle. The advantage 
of this scheme is that it can be carried with you at all times so in the unfortunate event that 
you have an accident or fall ill whilst away from your home (e.g. on holiday) then your 
pertinent details will be with you. 

The Bottles and Wallets, which are free of charge and are provided by the Biggleswade Sandy 
Lions, are now available from the GNOMES and can be obtained by ringing our hotline 07760 
793921. We will then arrange for one of our volunteers to deliver the bottle to you and if 
required help you to fill in the form. 

 

The Gnomes would also like you to know that their Welcome Packs for new residents have 

gone digital. The information that was in the printed packs can now be found on 

www.meppershall.org under the tab Welcome to Meppershall and clicking on all the links 

will take you to what were the separate enclosures in the packs.  The advantage of the 

electronic version is that the links will always take you to up-to-date information.  

If you know of people who have just moved in, please direct them to this web site; as it is 

the Village website, you might find something useful on it yourself!  

http://www.meppershall.org/
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Warden Vineyard Christmas Sale 
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Financial Matters By Paul Savuto   
FINANCIAL ADVICE LEAVES PEOPLE £40K BETTER OFF 
New research by the International Longevity Centre1 and Royal London has 
produced some interesting findings that highlight the benefit of advice when 
taking major financial decisions. The report demonstrated that those who 
receive financial advice are on average £40,000 better off than those who don’t. 
The report, entitled The Value of Financial Advice, looked at the impact taking 
advice had on the finances of various defined groups of people. The first group 
was made up of the affluent who have more wealth, are likely to be 
homeowners, and be educated to degree level. The second group was made up 
of those who are just about managing, single, renting and less well educated. 
These groups were each subdivided into those who received advice and those 
who didn’t. 
‘AFFLUENT BUT ADVISED’ 
This group accumulated on average £12,363 (or 17%) more in liquid financial 
assets, and £30,882 (or 16%) more in pension wealth than those who were 
affluent but hadn’t received advice. 
‘JUST GETTING BY BUT ADVISED’ 
Here a similar picture emerged. This group accumulated on average £14,036 (or 
39%) more in liquid financial assets, and £25,859 (21%) in pension wealth than 
those who were just getting by but not advised. 
These findings make a clear case for taking financial advice, and quantify what 
this could mean in monetary terms. Sadly, many people who buy complex 
investment, insurance and pension products don’t take the hugely important 
step of asking a financial adviser for help before making their decision. 
Throughout our lives, we are all likely to face the need to take financial decisions 
that can have a major impact on our wealth. 
Getting a good mortgage deal, taking out the right pension plan, or investing 
wisely for the future are all cases in point. Comparing products that you know 
little about can be confusing, stressful and time consuming. Working with us 
means that you’ll be benefitting from informed advice, backed up by up-to-date 
market intelligence and years of practical experience. 
So, if you’d like help with life’s important financial milestones, or feel that you 
could benefit from an assessment of your current circumstances and would like 
help devising a road map for your financial future, then do get in touch, we’re 
here to help. 
 
1 International Longevity Centre UK, July 2017  
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A FEW PERSONAL FINANCE FACTS WE ALL NEED TO KNOW 
Knowing your numbers can do wonders for your money, helping you plan and 
manage your finances effectively. 
YOUR CREDIT SCORE 
If you’re thinking about getting your first mortgage or remortgaging, then it’s 
important to know your credit score. If it’s not as good as it could be, take steps 
to improve it before you make your mortgage application. 
THE RATE OF INTEREST YOU’RE PAYING ON YOUR MORTGAGE 
As the monthly mortgage repayment is often a family’s major outgoing, it’s a 
good idea to review your mortgage from time to time, as there may now be a 
better deal to be had by remortgaging, especially if you’re currently paying 
interest at your lender’s standard variable rate. 
YOUR STATE PENSION AGE AND HOW MUCH YOU WILL RECEIVE 
The state pension age is increasing, so if you’re not sure when you’ll receive 
yours, you can check the date and get a forecast of the amount you’ll receive on 
the government’s website. 
WHERE ALL YOUR PENSIONS ARE 
If you’ve moved jobs a few times, the chances are you may have paid into several 
pensions. It’s important to know what your entitlements are; we can advise you 
whether you’d be better off transferring them into one scheme to cut down on 
administration and charges. 
HOW MUCH YOU CAN SAVE INTO YOUR ISA 
The ISA allowance for 2017-18 is £20,000. Don’t pass up this important 
opportunity to save or invest tax efficiently. We can help you choose the right 
ISA for your needs. 
WHAT THE SUM INSURED IS ON YOUR HOME CONTENTS POLICY 
Don’t risk being underinsured. If you don’t insure your possessions for the right 
amount, you could find your insurance company will reduce your payout if you 
make a claim. It may be time to increase your sum insured in line with the value 
of your contents. 
As part of the service at DGS, we take the time to understand our client’s 
unique planning needs and circumstances, so that we can provide you with the 
most suitable solutions in the most cost-effective way. For a free review of 
your current pension plans and financial situation, please contact Paul Savuto, 
AFPS, Chartered Financial Planner. DGS Independent Financial Advisers Ltd. 
07834 499595 or email ps@dgsifa.com.  I’m based in Meppershall and I’ll be 
happy to talk to you. 
 

mailto:ps@dgsifa.com


30 

Film Review  By Carly Newman 
Not being an expert on the history of India and what led up to partition in 1947, it is difficult 

for me to comment on the accuracy or otherwise of the events depicted in the film VICEROY'S 

HOUSE (cert.12A 1 hr. 46 mins.). There are a number of known historical figures including the 

new and final Viceroy, Lord Louis Mountbatten (Hugh Bonneville) and his wife, Edwina 

Mountbatten (Gillian Anderson), and 18-year-old Pamela (Lily Travers), alongside the famous 

Indian characters including Nehru (Tanveer Ghani) and Cyril Radcliffe (Simon Callow), who has 

to draw the map of the new divided India/Pakistan.  

In the Viceroy's huge palace in Delhi, 

the 500 servants bustle about fulfilling 

all the needs of the people they serve 

upstairs. Amongst the staff is the 

newly arrived Jeet (Manish Dayal), a 

Hindu, who has already met and fallen 

in love with Aalia (Huma Quereshi) a 

Muslim girl who looks after her blind 

father, Ali Rahim Moor (another gentle 

performance by Om Puri who sadly 

died in January 2017).  

The stories of upstairs and downstairs, as it were, play alongside each other, while trouble 

breaks out all around the Viceroy who discovers that Churchill is behind the order to form the 

Muslim state of Pakistan. Unfortunately, as the Viceroy sets about arranging just this, he 

comes to realise that it will mean displacing 14 million people. The devastating effect of 

partition brings nothing but unhappiness to Muslims and Hindus alike and Mountbatten and 

his family feel the effect. Although they say they will stay in India, in fact they leave. 

Hugh Bonneville is almost too nice as Mountbatten and gives us a decent family man who 

strives to do his best with partition. Gillian Anderson, with a cut-glass accent, portrays Lady 

Mountbatten as someone who seems to understand the Indian people and wants to show 

them she is on their side. There are charming portraits from Huma Quereshi and Manish Dayal 

as the young Indian lovers torn apart in the carnage. It is so sad to see Om Puri giving his final 

film appearance. He was, indeed, a fine actor. At least you can catch him here in a film which 

gives a particular view of the times of partition. The movie is well-made and has great 

photography. It is Director Gurinder Chadha's interpretation and not necessarily always 

historically correct. 

If you can't find the film in your local cinema you can always buy the DVD. The Home 

Entertainment version comes with extras including: The Making of Viceroy's House; the 

Personal Story of Gurinder Chadha. 

Rating ****  
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Meppershall Garden Club  
 

 

 

 

 

This month's article has been provided by MGC member Linda Parker. 

We may have come to the end of the summer garden season but there are still so many 

glorious gardens to enjoy that are right on our doorstep.  Take a walk around the grounds of 

Wrest Park and see the wonderful floral display in the parterres that border the house.  

Wander through the woodlands of both Wrest Park and the Swiss Garden and enjoy the 

colours of the trees as they turn from green to gold before their leaves fall to the ground. 

Even the small gardens at Jordans Mill are still a riot of colour which, together with a visit to 

the Mill, can now be enjoyed free of charge. 

Looking back to our September meeting, a group of Garden Club members paid a visit to the 

gardens at Hatfield House where during the visitor season both the East and West gardens 

are open to the public.  The West garden is open to the public all through the season but the 

East garden which is the private garden of Lady Salisbury is only open on a Wednesday. As 

you enter the East garden through the gate, the path takes you through the kitchen garden, 

past the special breed chickens and down towards the lake. A walk around the lake admiring 

the house from that position, then takes you back to the formal part of the garden which is 

divided into a series of rooms.  One of these rooms contains an ornamental lily pond which 

was once the family swimming pool. We were told that the pool was recently drained and 

painted black especially for a film about the life of Paul Getty the oil magnate.  The pond has 

now been refilled and the water lilies replaced so that they now appear to be floating on a 

sea of oil.  There is also an amazing maze which looks about a metre high although it is in fact 

over 3 metres.  The illusion has been created by lowering the ground below the maze so that 

it appears much easier to navigate than it actually is; we were advised not to try!  When we 

visited in September, the large flower beds in front of the terrace which were designed to be 

viewed from the first floor of the house were a riot of colour and are probably as glorious this 

month as they were when we saw them in September. You will also come across a family of 

elephants made out of horseshoes sitting on a grassy bank waiting for the winter jasmine that 

grows through their bodies to flower. Unfortunately, Hatfield House and the gardens have 

now closed for the season but make a point of visiting them next year, they are well worth 

the trip. 

If you would like to find out more about the garden club then please speak to any of our 

members or make contact via our email. 

Linda Parker 01462 815114  Kim Lee Tyler 01462 811750   

Email address: meppershallgardenclub@hotmail.co.uk  
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Message from St. Mary’s - Services & Events 
Parish Church of St Mary The Virgin (Church of England) 

Church Road, off Campton Road, Meppershall 
www.stmarysmeppershall.org.uk         facebook.com/stmarysmeppershall  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Rector:  The Reverend Veronica Goodman 
01462 339962 – ronigoodman@gmail.com – usual day off Monday 

 
Churchwardens: 

Dawn Abbatt 01462 816962      Chris Valentine 01462 815971    
Email: Meppershall.PCC@gmail.com 

 
PCC Secretary: 

Anne Parsons 01462 813333 Email: annie10639@gmail.com 

 

Things to watch out for… 

Time to do some early planning for Christmas – see below for our key dates! And in November 

why not join us for the Service of Special Memories (5 Nov). To remember someone by name 

use the email addresses to tell us or add them to the list in church. And come to the 

Churchyard Working Party (11 Nov) to help smarten things up for Remembrance. 

A Message from St Mary’s… 

As we move towards the darker days of winter we are perhaps reminded of the other “kinds 

of darkness” that sometimes surround us… 

Maybe “darkness” is too strong a word, but there are things which make many of us feel 

anxious at the moment.  The news which constantly bombards us with grim warnings about 

the economic future of the UK as Brexit progresses or doesn’t!  We see on our TV screens 

images of desperate situations faced even in just the last few months in other parts of our 

world - because of grinding poverty, disease epidemics, natural disasters, persecution and 

wars and rumours of wars. 

While we pray about those situations and for the people they affect, and we thank God that 

it is not us today, still we wonder if we will ever have to face the same.   Our country is already 

caught up in war in Syria, Afghanistan, and Iraq for example - and the terrorist atrocities that 

are unleashed from time to time in our communities too.  



33 

 

Bad news fills our TV screens and dark days may seem to plague us.   But the Christian belief 

is that God has made a world which is essentially good - “God looked at all that he had made 

and it was very good” (Genesis 1:31) - and it is God’s will that ultimately the brokenness of 

the world that we experience will be repaired as the world is reconciled with God himself.  

In November we remember especially both the dedication and bravery of the men and 

women whose job it is to defend the justice and freedoms of our world, and who have given 

- or are willing to give - even their lives in the cause of right.  But we remember also the great 

tragedy that war inflicts on families and nations in the deaths of the finest of young men and 

women, the pulling apart of families, and the destruction of homes, schools hospitals, the 

very infrastructure of communities and societies. 

The message that Jesus came to bring is one of peace and justice, healing, reconciliation and 

restoration. 

After November the Church will look towards Christmas, with its emphasis on hope and the 

coming of the ‘light’ into a dark world.   As Christians, we are people who should live always 

with that hope.  When we are confronted by the darkness, we are invited to hold onto the 

truth that “the light has shone in the darkness, and the darkness could not overcome it.”    

We may be dismayed at times by all the bad news which seems to surround us, but let’s live 

in our faith in Christ and in the knowledge that we are loved by God and that his plans are to 

"prosper and not to harm us” (Jer. 29:11) to give us life - life in all its fullness, leading to eternal 

life.   Let’s know too, that this world, despite some evidence to the contrary, is essentially a 

good place, because it is a place where God   reigns and that reign is growing in the lives of 

those who choose to follow his Son, Jesus Christ… and those who, maybe not knowing Jesus, 

choose what is good and decent and fair and right and loving. 

Instead of staring at the darkness let’s look to the light.  That’s not avoidance or pretence or 

indeed “looking on the bright side”.  It is a deep commitment to work and to pray that God’s 

Kingdom may come “on earth as it is in heaven” and be seen transforming the still dark places 

of our world. 

We owe as much to all those who asked us to look to a future they have sacrificed, and whom 

we remember in those immortal words: 

"When You Go Home, Tell Them Of Us And Say, 

For Your Tomorrow, We Gave Our Today” 

With best wishes –  

Rector Roni   
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Services and Events – November 2017  At St Mary’s unless stated below 

Date Time Service / Event 

Weds 1st Nov 10.00am Holy Communion - All Saints Day 

Sunday 5th Nov 
4th before Advent 
All Saints 

10.45am 
11.00am 
6.30pm 

Teen Table Talk at the Rectory 
Holy Communion – Junior Church (in the vestry) 
Service of Special Memories 

Weds 8th Nov 10.00am Holy Communion 

Fri 10th Nov 9pm Silent Together – join friends for 30 mins to sit and 
enjoy the tranquillity of the church 

Sat 11th Nov From 
9am 

Churchyard Working Party – do you have a few 
minutes to come and be part of the community clear-
up of our beautiful churchyard? Bring your own tools – 
trimming, raking, sweeping – lunch provided, fun 
guaranteed. 

Sunday 12th Nov 
22nd after Trinity 

8.30am 
10.50 
for 11am 

2.30pm 

Holy Communion 
Remembrance Day Service 
Gathering at the war memorial in the churchyard 

Second Sunday Stroll – RAF Steeple Morden Meet at 
the Waggon & Horses, Steeple Morden - 4-mile loop via 
the large memorial to RAF Steeple Morden (Bomber 
Command and U.S. 8th Air Force). For info/lifts 
tel.857836 (James). 

Monday 13th Nov 7.15pm 
for 7.30 

Bible Society meeting, 17 Langford Rd, Henlow 
Speaker: Eddie O’Callaghan 

Tues 14th Nov 2-4pm Rectory Tea Chat and a cuppa, all welcome 

Weds 15th Nov 10.00am Holy Communion 

Sunday 19th Nov 
2nd before Advent 

8.30am 
11.00am 

Holy Communion
 
Holy Communion 
Morning worship – all welcome! 

Weds 22nd Nov 10.00am Holy Communion 

Saturday 25th Nov 9.00am Celtic Morning Prayer 

Sunday 26th Nov 
Christ the King 

11.00am Holy Communion - Junior Church in the vestry. 

Tuesday 28th Nov 2-4pm Rectory Tea – chat and a cuppa – all welcome – we will 
be Getting Serious! 

Weds 29th Nov 10.00am Holy Communion 

3rd December 
3rd December 
10th December 
11th December 
 

Advent Sunday – Christingle Service at 3.30pm 
Recital of Dickens’ Christmas Carol – 5.30pm 
Santa’s Float touring the village – Shefford Rd., 4pm 
Santa’s Float touring the village – Shillington Rd. & High St., 6pm 
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Junior Church  

 

St Mary’s Church, Meppershall 

Junior Church 

Our next Junior Church sessions are: 

 

Sunday 5 November 

and 

Sunday 2 December 

11am at St Mary’s Church 

(ages 3 to 12) 
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The Team 
CONTRIBUTIONS 

The Editor welcomes contributions to the Messenger, whether as letters, articles or notices.  

Contributions should preferably be as attachments to e-mail but handwritten contributions 

may be sent by post, left at the Editor’s address below or in the folder kept at the Village 

Stores.  Contributions should run to not more than one A5 page (except by prior arrangement) 

and should be received by the Editor not later than the 12th of the month for publication at 

the end of that month.   Contributions received after the deadline may be held over. 

DISCLAIMER 

The Editor reserves the right to omit or alter any advertisement or article and to change the 

content, format or issue date of the magazine without prior notice.  The Editor cannot be held 

responsible for the factual correctness of, or for any libellous comment or statement made in 

any advertisement, article or other contribution published in this magazine.  Every effort will 

be made to avoid any deliberate attempt to mislead or otherwise cause harm or damage to 

any person or persons by any advertisement, article or any other contribution published in 

this magazine. 

THE TEAM 

Interim Editor Dick Bulley   

  

Assistant Editor David Turner 2 Campton Road 813613 

  Email: davidturner25@hotmail.com  

Advertising and 

Distribution 

Colette House 90 Fildyke Road 815585 

Email: colettehouse@gmail.com  

Production 

Co-ordination 

Enid Pamment 112 High Street 851397   

Email: enid.pamment@gmail.com 

Treasurer John Thompson 16 Brookmead  812983 

 Email: jthompson244@btinternet.com  
 

Collating Dates for your Diaries  

  

2017   2018   

November 27 Double issue January  29  

   February  26  

      
 

Please note that dates in the above table indicate the month in which the 

collating will take place, at 2.30 pm in the Sugar Loaf.  The issue being collated 

will relate to the following month. 

mailto:davidturner25@hotmail.com
mailto:colettehouse@gmail.com
mailto:enid.pamment@gmail.com
mailto:jthompson244@btinternet.com



