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Editorial By Dick Bulley
I am very pleased to be able to report one major step forward since last month:
we have a volunteer to take on the advertising role! That could not be more
welcome, as our advertising is our only source of revenue; without it we could
not continue. But.....we still need a new Editor.
From casual conversations, I suspect that people read more into that job than
there actually is. Yes, the Editor is responsible for each issue, but he/she does
not personally produce each one: we have an Assistant Editor who puts most of
the magazine together each month so that all the Editor has to do is read the
copy to look out for spelling and punctuation and occasional errors of fact. It
would be lovely if we had so much material that the Editor had to choose what
to put in: in fact, one other function of the Editor is to drum up contributions
and look out for items of local news. In terms of time commitment, there is one
week in each month where the editor averages 1-1½ hours on most days doing
the above, working in MS Word. It is an ideal occupation for someone who has
taken early retirement and wants to keep their brain active. The Editor also
chairs the magazine committee about 4 times each year, but committee
meetings are gatherings of friends who support each other, so that is not a
daunting task.
I know that there are a lot of people in Meppershall who have run their own
businesses, with their livelihoods and their families depending on them: running
The Messenger is nothing compared to that, so if you are up for the challenge
of something new on a voluntary basis, please get in touch via ‘Contact us’ on
the meppershall.org web site.
Having banged on about our problems, let me draw your attention to our centre
pages; here you will see the addresses of the 24 windows in Meppershall that
will constitute a living Advent Calendar. The figures are the dates, starting on 1st
December and on each day the window shown will light up. Try to make a point
of seeing each one as it opens; well done St. Mary's for this innovation!
Having said all that, it only remains for me to send the greetings that are
appropriate at this time of year. All of us at The Messenger wish all of you a very
Happy and Peaceful Christmas, to be followed by a successful, prosperous and
healthy New Year; may you achieve at least some of what you have wished for!
And may you be able to read a new Messenger at this time in 2018!
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Letters to the Editor
Dear Sir,
Re: Traffic Outside the School
What follows is an extract from an email sent to the Community Speedwatch Team by PC Sally
Bonham of Bedfordshire Police, and therefore quite objective, rather than something created
by a resident:
“Following the request for assessment and advice, I came out to Meppershall on 12 th October
around 08.40 hours to take a look at the area around the school where the 20mph has been
implemented,
Visual observations:
The road had parked cars all along one side leaving no space to pull in when confronted with
oncoming traffic. This results in the driver seeing it clear and then driving at speed to get past
all the parked cars before meeting oncoming traffic.
The raised tarmac is not high enough to deter any speeders and is simple a visual reminder,
which appears to be ignored by some.
Parents parking on the zigzags, just to drop off, as nowhere else to pull in, one driver was
asked to move by myself.
Limited signage.
Considerations:
Painting the speed restriction onto the road surface.
Raising the humps.
Putting in parking restrictions in order to leave gaps to stop the drag race effect.
Education material within local magazines, social media, school"
PC Sally Bonham
So, it's clear that the recent measures around the school are only having a limited effect,
because people aren't using common-sense, and are putting their convenience above the
safety measures put in place to provide a safer environment for the children.
PLEASE - use some care when driving through, dropping off or collecting children. DO obey
the 20mph limit where signed.
Thank you!
Meppershall Community Speedwatch,
on behalf of Bedfordshire Community Policing
Dear All,
Re: Friends of St Mary’s
A big Thank You to all who attended the “Proms in the Pews” Concert at St Mary’s on Saturday
14th October. It was a resounding success and Friends of St Mary’s received positive feedback
and we are sure that “Sounds Easy” will be back again. They love what they do and it really
showed when they performed.
For those who couldn’t make it or thought it might not be their “cup of tea” please see the
programme which illustrates just how diverse they are.
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Moon River
Down by the riverside
I dreamed a dream
Rock and roll party
You raise me up
Oh, when the saints
Deep River
Close every door
As time goes by
When I’m Sixty-Four

Fantasia on British Sea Songs
Land of Hope and Glory
Jerusalem
National Anthem
Auld Lang Syne

It really was great fun with lots of audience participation, everybody waving flags and smiling
faces everywhere☺ . Where else could you go for £10 a ticket and drinks at £2. I think a
small glass of wine in pubs and restaurants costs at least £5!
We raised the sum of £363 which is so needed for restoration of the Church – a place which,
even if we aren’t regular church goers, we all use for weddings, christenings, funerals and
other functions. It’s an integral part of our village community and I’m sure we all value it and
would be lost without it.
Friends of St Mary’s is a registered charity and run by volunteers whose purpose is to raise
funds for the restoration and maintenance of the Church.
Look out for forthcoming events in 2018 and do join us – I’m absolutely convinced you will
have a great time, refreshments, including wine and beer so no need to book a taxi and you
will be amongst friends and neighbours – what could be better!
Jill Wright, Secretary to FOSM
Dear Friends,
Re: Team Meppershall - Bike and Hike - 9 September
We have now confirmed our total fundraising for Beds & Herts Historic Churches Trust this
year in the Bike and Hike. Thank you for all your support and help as always - we had a lot of
fun - I hope you have seen some of the pictures either on the link below or on the Facebook
page for St Mary's Meppershall (mid-September).
We raised £570.00 on the Just Giving page, plus £217.65 in other sponsorship for 'Team
Meppershall', plus £300 raised by long-time participant Trevor Wilkinson (thank you as always
Trevor! Amazing!). That's a total of £1087.65.
Here's to Bike and Hike 2018!
Have a good weekend.
James and Team Meppershall
www.justgiving.com/jamesread2017
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Creations Flowers By Tracy Goodwin
Creations Flowers by Tracy Goodwin is a local
florist offering luxury, long-stemmed, large head
flower bouquets and arrangements for local
same-day or next-day delivery, hand-delivered by
us in our own liveried delivery van.
We recently moved from the High Street,
Shefford to our flower barn in Meppershall at Hoo
Farm, Chapel Road (near the Airman Hotel) where
we have customer parking and improved flower
preparation facilities.
We are very proud to be accredited flower
suppliers to English Heritage Trust buildings
including Wrest Park and approved suppliers for
Champneys, Centreparcs and Woburn Abbey and
also regularly supply flowers, balloon artistry and event theming to Woburn Abbey Sculpture
Gallery, Woburn Safari Lodge, Horwood House, Shuttleworth House and Knebworth Barns.
We specialise in same day and next day flower delivery to SG17 postcodes including
Meppershall, Shefford, Clifton, Chicksands, Beadlow, Campton and Deadmans Cross. You are
also welcome to collect your order form us at Dahlia Barn, Meppershall.
We take great pride in ensuring our flower delivery services exceed your expectations, every
time.
Bouquets; Vases & Arrangements; Foil Balloons; Wedding Flowers; Funeral & Memorial
Flowers; Corporate & Event Flowers; and Venue Theming
If you have a requirement for beautiful flowers, we’ll be delighted to hear from you - Tracy
Goodwin, Owner.
For telephone orders call 01462 851534 or you are welcome to order online;
shop.creationsflowers.co.uk
Enter Code: #MESSENGERFOC at checkout for FREE DELIVERY to SG17 postcodes*
(*expires 31st Jan 2018)
Contact:
Creations Flowers by Tracy Goodwin
Dahlia Barn, Hoo Farm
Chapel Road
Meppershall
SG17 5NQ
Tel: 01462 851534 / 815995
e: info@creationsflowers.co.uk

www.creationsflowers.co.uk/
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Meppershall Academy

By Nickie Moore

On Wednesday 1st November, 12 KS1 students travelled to Samuel Whitbread
Academy to take part in a KS1 Multi-skills Competition. The children had to work
as a team and work as quickly as possible to earn points on each event.
Meppershall showed great skill in coordination, throwing and catching, running
and team work. We finished the competition in 4th place out of 11 teams! We
are very proud of our KS1 team and look forward to more sporting challenges
across the school!
Our KS2 children enjoyed a Faith Tour trip to Bedford. The children were amazed
by the different buildings they saw and were interested to see inside each one.
The tour began with a visit to the Sikh Gurdwara where the children learned
about Sikh religious beliefs. They then moved to the nearby Mosque where they
learned about The Five Pillars of Islam. After a quick lunch, the tour finished with
a visit to the local church which the children were invited to explore and could
compare with St. Mary’s church in Meppershall. There was a lot of information
given at each place of worship and the children listened carefully to each
speaker and asked very sensible questions. Well done to all those who came on
the tour and behaved so sensibly. You were a credit to our school.
Two children from Year 1 and two children from Year 2 were asked to represent
the school as part of a Maths Challenge morning at Haynes Lower School. We
were delighted to receive the following thank you from the Headteacher at
Haynes:
“Many thanks for bringing your children to the Maths Challenge morning at
Haynes on Tuesday. Your children were a credit to your school. Their behaviour
was impeccable and they all got stuck in, showing both great talent and
teamwork skills. A huge thank you also to the accompanying staff who made the
morning possible, guiding their groups through the series of challenges.”
We are beginning to get ready for Christmas and have started learning carols for
our Nativity shows and Carol concerts. As you can imagine, it is a very busy and
exciting time for us all. We hope that you all have a lovely Christmas and a Happy
New Year.
Nickie Moore, Head Teacher
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Meppershall Village Hall

Meppershall Village Hall
presents

The perplexing question of fairy tales: what really
happened between the wolf and his three porky
friends? Why was Goldilocks wandering in the
woods/ how did the goats overcome a fearsome
troll? These are explained by the wonderful
Theatre of Widdershins with the help of fun,
laughter, some gorgeous puppets and a soundtrack
that will stick in your head long after you’ve left
the theatre.
www.widdershins.co.uk
Saturday 20th January 2018 @ 2:30pm
Tickets £5
Available from the Village Stores or on the door
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Development Update from Croudace Homes
DEC 2017/JAN 2018
As some may have already seen the roof trusses for the pre-school and the
changing room areas within new village hall are in the process of being lifted in
position. The brickwork for the building’s external walls is progressing very well
and it is envisioned that the new village hall will be water tight by the end of the
year. Demolition of the old village hall has now begun and it is anticipated that
the hall will be completed demolished by the middle of December.
The first phase of the housing construction is progressing well and we hope that
the first two houses will be finished by the end of the year. These first two
houses will be used as our new show homes and we are planning that the show
home and sales centre will be open for sales at the beginning of January 2018.
During the construction phases if anyone has any questions regarding the site
construction please feel free to contact: meppershallvhall.site@croudace.co.uk
Or if anyone has any questions regarding the sales for the site please feel free
to contact: theorchard@croudacehomes.co.uk
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Parish Council Meeting
Report on the November Council Meeting
As the Chairman (Peter Chapman) was off sick, I have laid aside my editorial hat and write this
as a Parish Councillor. Cllr John Parsons chaired the meeting.
Open Meeting
In the open part of the meeting, CBC Councillor Liddiard announced that the revised Local
Plan was going to the full Council on 09/01/18 and would then go for public consultation for
6 weeks, with the aim of being approved by 18/03/18, thus exempting Central Beds from the
government's new calculation of housing needs. He also referred to the review of local
governance (see p31 of this issue) and said that CBC had no plans for boundary changes; he
also announced that BEST Academy in Shefford was changing its admissions policy from next
year to give priority to siblings over catchment area children and that £3.4 million is to be
spent to improve Henlow Academy.
Members of the public asked for more prominence to the 30 MPH limit at the Shefford end
of Shefford Road and warned of recent burglaries in Shefford Road accessed over the field
behind. A resident of Shillington Road offered a statement of objections to the proposed
development at number 15: this was gratefully accepted by the Planning Working Group. A
resident thanked the Neighbourhood Plan Group for the public meetings that were reported
in the November Messenger and urged better public support in future because the NP is the
best way for residents to influence future planning on a proactive basis.
Planning
Cllr Paul Smith reported that the Planning Working Group is becoming overwhelmed by the
volume of new planning applications coming in and suggested that its processes needed
revision. Among specific applications referred to, there was no objection to the development
of New Close Nursery on Fildyke Road, now that the number of houses has been cut back
from 13 to the 10 that was originally proposed. The proposal for 3 houses at 79 Shefford Road
that had been withdrawn has now been resubmitted, so objections have also to be
resubmitted; and although the revised proposal for 145 houses at 59 Shefford Rd has been
rejected by CBC planners, the original proposal for 150 houses has gone to appeal. The
Meppershall PC Planning Group recommended no objection to 3 new applications for
relatively minor changes or developments, but it recommended objection to the proposed 8
houses at 15 Shillington Rd, on the grounds that they would be outside the planning envelope,
would have a bad visual impact and would generate more traffic at a dangerous point in the
road.
On behalf of the MAG, Cllr Thomason reported that our MP, Nadine Dorries will be visiting
Meppershall on 24th November. MAG want to show her the volume of new development
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proposals and to give her their views on the Government's changes to the housing
requirements calculation.
Cllr Parsons explained that CBC Councillor Zerny had discovered that in several instances,
money that had been paid by developers under S.106 had been diverted by CBC to villages
other than the one where the development had taken place. Meppershall Councillors Bulley
and Paul Smith proposed support for Cllr Zerny's motion to CBC that in future, planning
officers should consult local Parish and Ward councillors on the priorities for spending S.106
money.
On behalf of the Neighbourhood Plan Group, Cllr Thomason reported that the Group was
preparing a pre- submission application for a grant of funds from Central Government to fund
the next stages in the preparation of the Plan.
Community Assets
Cllr Paul Smith reported that there was still no progress with the promised refurbishment of
the Sugar Loaf and that the owners were still unwilling to talk about a possible sale of the pub
into community ownership.
Highways
Cllr Roger Smith reported on a visit by CBC Principal Highways Officer to the hotspot in the
High Street outside the school; the officer has agreed to make a further visit to see how things
worked at school coming-out time. Cllr Smith also reported on the proposal to close the High
Street completely from 4th to 15th December for the purpose of laying a new sewer connection
to the development on the old Methodist Chapel site and to build the speed table and access
road to the new Village Hall site. This would have the effect of completely blocking access to
Fildyke Road and to Hilltop View. He commented that normally contractors were urged to
take a joined-up approach but on this occasion, combining the two projects would result in
more disruption, not less. It was agreed that The Clerk should go back to the contractors and
to CBC Highways to explore the possibility of separating the two projects so that High Street
was not closed at the same time as Fildyke Road.
The Clerk reported that she had asked CBC Highways for new suggestions to curb speeding
on Shefford Road; in particular to explore whether Meppershall could share with
neighbouring parishes the cost of a speed camera that could be moved between them.
Environment & Leisure
Cllr Merryweather reported on a meeting of the E&L Group to draw up a wish list of items
that could benefit from any future development levies: these included an additional
cantilever swing when the new play equipment is installed behind the new Village Hall; a
possible Petanque court and a possible tennis court.
The Group had also considered Meppershall Allotments and noted that they were being
subsidised by the PC to the tune of more than £500 each year. They had agreed that the
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allotments should be self-supporting and that allotment holders should bear a truer share of
the cost; however, the Group was proposing only a 3% increase, effective from Sept 2018,
which would be the first in 3 years. The Group was also looking into ways of spreading the
cost of water more equitably on those who used it and of contacting neighbouring authorities
whose allotments were over-subscribed with a view to finding tenants for vacant plots in
Meppershall. From April 2018 the group proposed a 2-tier tariff of charges: charges to
Meppershall residents would remain unchanged, subject to the increase in Sept mentioned
above, but allotment holders from outside Meppershall would pay a slightly higher tariff.
Cllr Foskett gave an update on progress on the Village Hall: the interim hall should be
connected to mains electricity later this week, which would allow proper lighting of the
approach path. Demolition of the old hall was now under way, with specialist contractors
removing the asbestos; 4 weeks had been estimated for full demolition.
Clerk
The Clerk reported that she had been approached by the Good Neighbour group (the
Gnomes) for a further session of training in the use of the defibrillator: she could not promise
training sessions just for the gnomes since the economic audience size was 15-20 but she
would enquire about other sessions being held in near-by areas. She also reported a request
from the Wanderbus for a new grant. In their request they had disclosed funds of approx.
£80,000, so the Council instructed her to seek further information on why they needed a
Council grant.
Councillors were reminded to submit estimates of next year's spending by 5 th December for
the precept-setting meeting on Dec 11th.
The next 2 meetings of the Council will be on 11th December and 8th January.
Dick Bulley, Cllr.
PARKING RESTRICTIONS AROUND MEPPERSHALL ACADEMY
Following criticism at recent Council meetings of the parking restrictions around the school,
your Parish Council (MPC) resolved to explain why the scheme was proposed and supported.
In November 2015, the Highways Working Group reported concern about the “free-for-all”
parking around the school: drivers were ignoring the zig-zag markings, and the “No Parking
At Any Time” sign. A Board of Governor’s Meeting of the Academy expressed its formal
concern, but noted that the sign had no legal force, as it had been installed by a concerned
resident.
CBC Highway’s contractor, Amey, advised that when the existing School Keep Clear (SKC)
marking was painted, the law did not require it to be supported by a sign; it relied on the
Highway Code. Any new sign would need to be authorised by a Traffic Regulation Order (TRO).
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CBC Highways estimated that such a scheme would cost around £5,000. No funding was
available from its capital projects, so Rural Match Funding (RMF) was suggested. The Area
Manager for Amey endorsed the RMF application as follows: “From local knowledge and
walking the length of the High Street and observing motorists parking on the Zig Zags, the
relevant signage needs installing to allow enforcement to be undertaken. I would suggest that
a 20mph zone be implemented, certainly within the proximity of the School, but could also
be extended to cover the length of the High Street”. However, MPC felt that a speed
restriction confined to the approaches to the Academy would be more likely to be observed.
It resolved to approve the application at its January 2016 meeting.
CBC Highways received the preliminary design and feasibility details for the scheme in
September. Cllr Bulley and I met CBC’s Nick Shaw and Cllr Tony Brown on site to discuss the
draft design. Our bid to formalise the SKC marking and for a 20mph speed limit was accepted
for RMF funding, subject to public consultation. The SKC notice mounted on the railing in front
of the school would read: "No Stopping Mon-Fri 0800 to 1630". We did ask if these times
could be changed to our specific school opening and closing times, but they were a CBC
standard, which also had to cater for secondary schools as well.
There was one material addition to our bid: a single yellow line on the same side as the school
to enforce a parking restriction on Mon - Fri between 0800 - 0930 and 1430 - 1600. This was
a technical requirement to bring the unrestricted speed within the guidelines for imposing a
20mph limit. The good news was that the total cost of the work would be fully covered by the
RMF deposit, so there would be nothing further for MPC to pay. MPC accepted the design,
but asked if the yellow line could be extended around the bend into Rectory Road, as reducing
the number of cars that could stop around the school, would exacerbate the problem of cars
parked on the inside of that bend. This was approved.
At this time, a planning application to develop 100 High Street was under consideration, with
a road junction into the High Street. CBC decided to pause the RMF scheme until this had
been decided. When it was rejected, notice of the 28-day statutory consultation was posted
in January 2017. There were no objections, and the scheme was duly approved at a CBC
Traffic Management meeting. However, it was not until June that CBC responded to a query
from MPC by saying that the signage had been ordered. The SKC marking and the 20mph signs
were installed in August. However, when the yellow line was painted, it did not extend into
Rectory Road. This was subsequently corrected, although an additional sign stating the
restriction is still outstanding.
CBC Highways allow a scheme to bed in before reviewing its effectiveness. However, a recent
on-site visit suggested that more children were coming to the Academy on foot, which is what
the CBC policy is designed to encourage.
Roger Smith
Highways and Transport Spokesman
Meppershall Parish Council
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Shefford Leisure Group By Enid Pamment
December 2017 – January 2018
Once again, and may I say “all too quickly”, the Festive
Season is upon us. The shops and TV advertisements
are full of Christmas fare and presents. The ‘Leisure
Group’ is no different, with the Christmas Shows and
outings arranged for your enjoyment in the lead up to
Christmas and welcoming in 2018. For this year we still have places for Auntie
Brenda’s Christmas Tale on Sunday 10th December and ‘A Kentish Christmas’,
where you will see Rochester (full of Christmas atmosphere) on 21st December.
Just give me a call for availability and hopefully I will be able to book you in. In
the meantime, may I wish you all a peaceful and restful time, keep well and
hopefully 2018 will prove a healthy and enjoyable year for us all.
In October we visited the Mess Hall from the First World War at Stow Maries,
near Maldon in Essex. I had no idea it would prove so interesting, with stories
of smuggling and piracy, told to us by a superb Blue Badge Guide. We explored
life in the Royal Flying Corps as it was a Century ago, and had lunch (which was
home cooked and huge!!) Afterwards we left the Mess together with their
Century old music and decorations, and we were invited to view the hangers
with original aircraft (still flying). My! What an experience! After our “thank
you’s” to the voluntary staff who were so informative we made our way to the
Royal Burnham Yacht Club, and into the tea room, which was the width of the
Yacht Club overlooking the salt marshes of Dengie Hundred. There we were
entertained to tea or coffee and an enormous piece of delicious cake! With all
this food I guess our Landmark coach was a lot heavier going home; it should
have been weighed! What a delightful day!

THURSFORD – 12TH November 2017
On Remembrance Sunday, 12thNovember, 51 of us turned up in Shefford to
meet the Landmark Coach previously arranged to take us to Thursford for the
matinee performance of the ‘Christmas Spectacular’. The sun was shining,
although a little chilly, and we were pleased to board the coach with our very
friendly lady driver called Mandy. We were soon winding our way through the
country villages, finally stopping at Elveden Estate Shops & Restaurant for a
‘coffee and a bite’; there were many people there and although we had
previously booked we had to wait for a table to become available, but it gave
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us time to look around their mouth-watering displays. Many of us were in the
restaurant when at 11am the management called for the two-minute silence,
which the company observed. The hustle and bustle resumed and soon it was
time to re-board our coach for the last lap of our journey. Unfortunately, by this
time rainclouds had gathered, but we were safely inside the building after seeing
the delightful lights decorating the trees and Christmas arrangements, which
made everyone feel festive. The show itself was magnificent, fast- moving,
beautifully presented, with a very ‘clean’ funny comedian plus, of course, a
lovely orchestra who sounded and played a tribute to James Last! The musicians
included the resident organist Phil Kelsall, playing his Wurlitzer Organ. Phil has
completed 41 seasons in Blackpool Tower Ballroom and his 37th consecutive
season at Thursford. In 2010 Phil was awarded an MBE for services to music.
We must of course mention the very attractive ‘dancing girls’ in their beautiful
costumes. All too soon this wonderful show, with over 100 artists taking part,
came to an end. It took a little while for us all to vacate the building and retrace
our steps to find our coach! On our way home we stopped at Swaffham’s fish &
chip shop, where orders had been previously placed. Eventually we arrived back
in Shefford by 9 pm. Everyone was feeling a little weary by this time, but all
agreed: “What a delightful day!”
Looking Ahead to 2018:
Our first ‘official’ trip booked for 2018 is ‘The People’s Post’ on the 4th March,
this is proving popular and booking up quickly, so don’t leave it and be
disappointed.
We still have rooms available for the Cotswolds sleepover which is proving
popular, so although it is next May single rooms are now in short supply. Flyers
are available for anyone interested; just give me a call and I will send you one.
Look after each other, and if you are on the roads take extra care. Enid
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FORTHCOMING EVENTS PLANNED FOR 2017
JOHN RUTTER’S CHRISTMAS CELEBRATION with the Royal Philharmonic Orchestra.
Performed at the amazing Royal Albert Hall. Wednesday 6th December – Arena Seats Row 15,
Circle Seats Rows 1 & 2 and Choir seats rows 1,2 & 3. Coach leaving Shefford at 11am. (This
performance is in conjunction with Stevenage Group Travel).
AUNTIE BRENDA’S CHRISTMAS TALE!! At Wicksteed Park on Sunday 10th December 2017.
Including Christmas lunch and afternoon tea, it links over 25 popular songs from Christmases
throughout the years – Come and have a bit of fun!
A KENTISH CHRISTMAS – Our last outing of 2017. We can view the sweeping views of the
Medway on the little known Hoo Peninsula where we can enjoy a roast lunch together with
last minute Christmas Shopping and sightseeing in lovely old-fashioned Rochester. You can
either stay with the Guide for a trail past the castle, the cathedral, the Dorritt family grave
and Miss Haversham’s house. - Thursday 21st December – There is an inclusive price for coach,
lunch and tour.
FORTHCOMING EVENTS PLANNED FOR 2018
NIDD HALL (WARNERS) 15th – 19th January 2018 – Holiday includes Half Board and Two-day
excursions to Harrogate, The Dales, Skipton and Wensleydale country. The music for the
week’s entertainment is based on James Bond theme.
(This event is in conjunction with St. Andrew’s Ladies Luncheon Club). Coach pick up from
Biggleswade Town Centre; the time to be advised.
THE PEOPLE’S POST – Sunday 4th March, 2018 – 100 years on! We meet our Blue Badge Guide
for morning refreshments and afterwards the choice is yours to either do the ‘walking tour’
or a half walking tour and finish off by coach whilst hearing the tales of drunken poaching
mailmen, corrupt politicians, the Victorian internet and a canny public, determined to avoid
paying for their post. Exmouth Market will be the place where we can choose our lunch stop.
During the afternoon we visit the brand-new state of the art Postal Museum to enjoy an
incredible collection spanning five centuries. We will also ride the hidden tunnels of the Mail
Rail – a unique piece of industrial heritage that has kept the capital’s communications flowing
for over 75 years.
THE MOUNTBATTEN FESTIVAL OF MUSIC – Saturday 10th March – Massed Bands of Her
Majesty’s Royal Marines at the Royal Albert Hall. – Matinee Performance. Arranged in
conjunction with Stevenage Group Travel
LIGHT HEARTED COCKNEY FUN AFTERNOON ON THE RIVER THAMES – Tuesday 10th April
2018.
THE LONDON MUSEUM OF WATER & STEAM PLUS A VISIT TO THE MUSICAL MUSEUM –
Saturday 28th April 2018.
THE COTSWOLDS EXPLORER – 3-DAY TOUR – May 27th 2018 for two nights – We will be
staying at the 4* Oxford Whitney Hotel, just a short walk from the historic centre of Whitney.
This hotel is the ideal base for travelling throughout Oxfordshire; it features well equipped
bedrooms, a heated swimming pool, spa bath, steam room and sauna which are all free for
the group to use throughout their stay. Day trips include The Downton Abbey Matinee
Explorer, Cotswolds Gold and the Cotswolds River Thames Explorer. We also have a Blue
Badge Guide to accompany us. Please contact for prices and any further details required. A
flier is available if requested.
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SMUGGLERS & STRAWBERRY JAM (Essex) – Monday 23rd July 2018
LITCHFIELD & THE NATIONAL ARBORETUM – Monday 3rd September 2018.
LONDON SHOWS CURRENTLY AVAILABLE – ALL MATINEE PERFORMANCES
(organised in conjunction with Stevenage Group Travel)
PHANTOM OF THE OPERA – Thursday 14th December – Now in its 30th record breaking year.
Her Majesty’s Theatre – Stall Seats – Coach leaving Shefford at 10.15am.
DISNEY ON ICE PASSPORT TO ADVENTURE – Friday 29th December. The 02 Arena Level One
Block 110 seats – Coach leaving Shefford at 10.15am.
2018
42ND STREET – WITH 2-COURSE CARVERY LUNCH AT THE STRAND PALACE HOTEL –
Wednesday 10th January 2018 – Theatre Royal Drury Lane – Stall Seats – Coach will depart
Shefford at 9am.
THE MATINEE LUNCH SHOW ‘ELVIS’ AT PLANET HOLLYWOOD: Tuesday 20th February. With
a welcome drink, three course meal and a music legend tribute act. Menu: Welcome Cocktail,
Soup + roll. Fish and Chips or Pasta Pomodoro (v), White chocolate bread pudding, ice cream
and Bourbon sauce. 12:00 Arrive for a welcome drink. 12:30- starter and main course; 13:30
- show-first half; 14.00 – dessert; 14.30 – show second half. Depart by 16.00. Coach will
depart Shefford at 9am.
STRICTLY BALLROOM – THE MUSICAL: Wednesday 2nd May, The uplifting story that inspired
the world to dance, based on Baz Luhrmann’s multi award-winning movie Strictly Ballroom.
Piccadilly Theatre – Stall Seats – Coach will depart Shefford at 10.15am.
THE MATINEE LUNCH SHOW – Tom Jones tribute act’ at Pizza Express. Thursday 3rd May. A
welcome drink, prosecco, beer, small wine or soft drink, dough balls, pizza, salad or pasta
dish, chocolate fudge cake. 12:00: arrive at Pizza Express Holborn for your welcome drink. At
12.30, be seated for starter and main course, 13:30 Tom Jones show, first half. 14:00 desert,
14.30 Tom Jones Show, second half, Depart by 16:00. Coach will depart from Shefford at 9am.
Please telephone for prices and availability of any holidays, outings or shows listed above.
For all holidays including transport from Shefford and hotel accommodation, Shefford Leisure
Group acts as agent for the Tour Operator; their terms and conditions apply.
Shefford Leisure Group is open to everyone in the local community who feel they would like
to join us on our ventures and see places they would not see under their own steam. We are
always happy to meet new friends.
Raffles are held and all the proceeds are for Keech Hospice Care for Children. For further
information regarding dates, prices and availability or to receive our monthly newsletter,
please contact Enid on 01462 851397 or e-mail enid.pamment@gmail.com.
Enid Pamment – Shefford Leisure Group
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Meppershall Action Group
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Brownies

The Brownies like to be able to take part in community activities and we have
been fortunate this term to have taken part in quite a few. We started this term
off with taking part in the village Scarecrow festival. The Brownies really enjoyed
making the two Brownies roasting marshmallows around the campfire. Thank
you to all those who arranged the festival which is such a lovely community
event, and it is lovely to see the village decorated with such amazing scarecrows.
We were also invited to take part in the Church Gift Day, and as most people will
know, the Brownies love a tombola, so we were very pleased to be able to run
our tombola stall at this event. We raised over £100 and we will be using some
of this for Operation Christmas Child. Thank you to the Brownies who came
along and helped us run the stall and thank you to the organisers for inviting us.
It was a lovely afternoon.
We also took part in the Remembrance Day service on 12th November. The
Brownies, as usual, laid the poppy posy on the memorial and took part in the
remembrance service. Thank you to the Brownies who came along.
Back at Brownies, we have now moved to the Interim Village Hall. We have been
earning our Zoo Keeper badge doing lots of animal related activities. We have a
visit to Pets at Home planned where the girls will have the opportunity to speak
to a member of staff to learn more about the animals and hold and pet some of
the more interesting and exotic animals there.
We have also had a pyjama party and pamper evening, a Halloween party where
the girls dressed up in fancy dress and did apple bobbing, glow in the dark
pumpkin bowling, made ghost balloons and Oreo spiders. We then finished off
the evening with hotdogs and blood jelly and ice-scream!
We also spent a busy evening packing the shoeboxes for Operation Christmas
Child. Thank you to everyone who has helped with this. We were able to send
50 boxes this year to children who otherwise would not have received anything
this Christmas.
If you are interested in your daughter joining Brownies or volunteering yourself,
then please contact Snowy Owl (Suzanne) on 07817 392325 or you can register
online at www.girlguiding.org.uk.
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The Meppershall Players

It’s Panto time! “Oh no it isn’t!” “Oh yes it is!”. After all the weeks of rehearsal,
set-building, painting and costume sewing, it’s finally here - the opening night of
our 2017 Pantomime ‘A Christmas Carol’. The Players’ retelling of this seasonal
classic by Charles Dickens retains all the charm of the original story with lots of
laughs, songs and, as always, the audience participation that makes the Players’
Pantomimes so much fun for all the family.
“A Christmas Carol” performing on Fri 1st, Sat 2nd, Fri 8th & Sat 9th December at
Meppershall Interim Village Hall, curtain up Evenings 7.45pm, Matinees 3pm.
Tickets all £5 (no concessions) Last night performance £7 (no concessions).
Tickets are on sale now at Roger’s Bakery Meppershall 01462 813398; yes, along
with your bloomers, yummy cakes, French sticks, mince pies, and not forgetting
my all-time favourite - the caramel slice (sorry, I got carried away. Mm
mm…cake!). Mary and her lovely ladies can also help you purchase tickets for
the Pantomime.
The Players will be meeting on Wed 13th December at the usual time of 7.30pm.
They will then break for the festive season and return on Wed 3rd January for
the play reading of our March production.
The Players would like to wish all a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year
***************************************************************
Wanted! One Piano Player for future pantomimes (not this year's), variety shows
& musicals. Yes, we are still looking for someone who loves to play piano and
would like to accompany the Players. Could you be the next Players piano
player? If yes, we’d love to meet you; drop in on any Wednesday or contact the
number below.
Find the Meppershall Players on Facebook (Meppershall Players Community)
Insta-gram, Twitter, and Meppershall Village Hall Website.
The Players meet every Wednesday evening at 7.30pm at the Village Hall.
Membership is currently free and we welcome people from the age of 9 to 90+
to indulge in all areas of theatrical performances: set-building, costumes,
directing, acting, make-up, song & dance, etc.
Interested? We look forward to meeting you.
Karen Mitchell (Players’ Secretary) 01462 816336
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Meppershall Social Club – December and January
*BINGO - no Bingo on Friday 1st & 8th Dec (Players’ Pantomime).
Due to interim hall layout Club open to members from 10.15pm after Panto
finishes.
*CHRISTMAS BINGO - Friday 15th Dec. Doors open 6.45pm; eyes down 7.15pm.
*There will be no Bingo on Friday 22nd & 29th December due to the festive
season.
*BINGO - Friday 5th January. Doors open 6.45pm; eyes down 7.15pm.
Members free entry, Non-members £1 entrance fee.
*MEAT RAFFLE - drawn Every Friday Night during the Bingo Interval.
£1 per square could win you your Sunday roast.
*KARAOKE Saturday 16th December & Saturday 20th January 8pm-late sing-a-long to your favourite songs at this fun-for-everyone evening in a relaxed
and friendly atmosphere.
*CHRISTMAS EVE KARAOKE Sunday 24th December 8pm-late with Lee. In the
words of Noddy Holder (Slade) “It’s Christmas!” and so sing all of us; a great way
to celebrate Christmas at the club.
*NEW YEAR’S KARAOKE Sunday 31st December 8pm-late with Stu & Dave’s Club
Sound Karaoke. What a great way to kick off the New Year’s Celebrations. Sing
all the great tunes from years past to present for a Happy New Year.
* PAUL CARNE’S CHRISTMAS QUIZ NIGHT - Sunday 10th December at 7.30pm.
Same fun quiz but with a festive touch; usual entrance fee and teams as big or
small as you like.
*PAUL CARNE’S QUIZ NIGHT-Sunday 14th January at 7.30pm. The most fun quiz
on the planet, £1 per person, teams as big or small as you like, half of entry
money to winning team, the other half to the Social Club Charity’s for 2017
‘Meppershall Gnomes’ & ‘Mind’.
* Look out for posters on other Social Club events.
*SNOOKER at the Social Club. Members can play every evening when the club
is open. For more information pop into the Social Club any evening, or contact
the Club after 8pm on 01462 815642.
Club opens 8pm. We look forward to seeing you.
MEMBERSHIP for 2017 is still available (pick up a form at the Club)
Meppershall Social Club 01462 815642 after 8pm
MERRY CHRISTMAS & HAPPY NEW YEAR TO ALL FROM THE SOCIAL CLUB
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Christmas
Quiz night
th
SUNDAY 10 DEcember
Starts 7.30pm

With quizmaster
Paul Carne
Teams as big or small as you
like

Fun FOR ALL THE FAMILY
(At Meppershall Interim Hall)
(£1 ENTRY FEE PER PERSON, NON-MEMBERS WELCOME)
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Christmas
Friday 15th December
At
Meppershall Interim Village Hall

Doors open 6.45pm
Eyes down 7.15pm
(Under 18s must be accompanied by an
adult - proof of age may be asked for)
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Meppershall Calendar of Events – December & January
Day
Dec
Fri
Sat
Fri
Sat
Sat
Sun

Date

What's on

When

Where

1st
2nd
8th
9th
9th
10th

Panto
Panto
Panto
Panto
Christmas Bazaar
Santa's Float on Tour

19.45 hrs
15.00 hrs
19.45 hrs
15.00 hrs

Interim V H
“
“
“
Mepp. Care Home

Mon

11th

Santa's Float on Tour

Evening

Mon

11th

Parish Council Meeting

19.45 hrs

Interim V H

Thurs

14th

Gnomes Coffee Morning

10.45 hrs

Mepp. Care Home

Sun

17th

Santa and his bashful elf

14:00 hrs

Sugar Loaf PH

Afternoon

Tue

19

Normal
Pre-School Christmas Party Pre- School Interim V H
hours

Sat
Sun
Jan
Mon

23rd
31st

Lee's Disco
Lee's Disco

20.30 hrs
20.30 hrs

Sugar Loaf
Sugar Loaf

8th

Parish Council Meeting

19.45 hrs

Interim V H

Wed
Sat

11th
20th

Gnomes Coffee Morning
Three Billy Goats Gruff

10.45 hrs
14.30 hrs

Mepp. Care Home
Interim V H

th

Also see the calendar on the village website
Covers by Request
We are sticking with our number one priority: finding a new Editor to keep the
magazine going beyond March next year. Only 2 more issues to go – unless we
get that volunteer!
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Meppershall Living Advent Calendar

25
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KARAOKE
With

LEE
Saturday 16 december
th

8pm till late
(At Meppershall Interim Hall)

1000’s of tracks to choose
from all your karaoke
favourites
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Speedwatch – Meppershall August 2017
Community Speed Watch operates under the auspices and the
authority of Bedfordshire Police who support Speedwatch in local
Communities to improve road safety.
Following the introduction of the 20 MPH zone along High Street in
the area of the School, Speedwatch will be operating in this area in the
near future to remind drivers of the lower speed limit and to
encourage them to observe the new limit.
Bedfordshire Police guidelines request the reporting of vehicles
exceeding the speed limit by 10% + 2 mph and consequently vehicles
travelling in excess of 24mph in the 20mph zone will be reported to
Bedfordshire Police. For vehicles travelling in the 30mph areas, speed
in excess of 35mph will be reported.
For your information, drivers of vehicles reported for exceeding the
speed limit can expect to receive a notification from Bedfordshire
Police explaining the impact of their excess speed on road safety. Any
driver reported on 3 such occasions may receive a visit from a PCSO
(Police Community Support Officer) and may receive a penalty notice.
Meppershall Speedwatch Co-Ordinator.

PS. If you wish to volunteer to help increase the number of sessions of
monitoring speeding traffic in Meppershall please contact Juliet
Wright on
juliet.wright@bedfordshire.pnn.police.uk, or 07931293908.
The more volunteers we have, the more often we can carry out
watches!
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Notices
Santa and his bashful elf will be stopping
off at The Sugar Loaf on
Sunday 17th December 2pm – 4pm.
Please pop in and see if you are on his
naughty or nice list. If you have been
good Santa might even have a gift for you!
Free Entry. All donations will go to the
Ivel Valley Charitable Fund.

THE SUGAR LOAF
Coming Events:
rd
23 December – Lee's Disco – 8.30pm
31st December – Lee's Disco – 8.30pm
Andy & Jenny wish everyone a
HAPPY CHRISTMAS 2017 &
HAPPY NEW YEAR 2018
‘TRUGS & TROWELS’
Campton Gardening Club
Our next meetings will be on:
Monday, 4th December
Christmas flower arrangement demonstration,
mulled wine, mince pies and raffle
Monday, 8th January 2018
A look back at 2017 and a look forward to 2018
Wishing all our members a wonderful Christmas time.
Stay warm, stay well, and enjoy time with your family.
New members are always welcome to come along to any of our
Gardening Club meetings; collectively we know a lot!
Campton Village Hall, 7.30-9.00pm
Everyone Welcome - Admission £2
For more information, please contact… Maryika 01462 851729
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Central Beds Recycling Advice
The Kerbside collection of household garden waste will be suspended across
Central Bedfordshire over the winter months. Collections will be suspended
from Monday, 4 December 2017 until Friday 2, March 2018 inclusive.
Residents are encouraged to check their last garden waste collection date for
their area, which will be either the week commencing Monday 20 or Monday 27
November.
The decision to stop the kerbside collection service during the quietest time of
the year for garden waste was made as part of the council’s financial planning
process, and comes as a result of Government funding cuts. Council Tax alone
doesn’t raise enough to cover all the services the council provides, and so the
council focuses on delivering services that meet the periods of high demand, in
this case restricting garden waste collections to during the growing season.
Residents can use our tidy tips or compost at home over the winter.
During the suspension, garden waste can still be recycled at the council’s
recently improved Household Waste Recycling Centres (tidy tips). Real
Christmas Trees will be collected if left beside the green bin between Monday
08/01/18 and Friday 19/01/18. Alternatively, residents with enough space in
their gardens are encouraged to compost at home. Central Bedfordshire
residents are eligible for a discount on compost bins and accessories under a
council scheme to encourage composting.
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Central Beds Council - Have Your Say
Have your say on how your local community is represented
Residents in Central Bedfordshire are being given the opportunity to have a say on
how local communities are represented by parish or town councils. As part of its first
ever Local Governance Review, the Central Bedfordshire Council is asking the public
what changes, if any, they would like to see to the 78 parish areas within Central
Bedfordshire.
Parish or town councils are typically responsible for looking after certain local facilities
such as allotments, bus shelters, parks, playgrounds, public seats, public toilets, public
clocks, village or town halls, cemeteries, village greens and various leisure and
recreation facilities but this can vary between councils.
This review is an opportunity to look at parish boundaries. Although most boundary
areas make geographical sense, as Central Bedfordshire’s population has grown,
there are now some areas where the parish boundaries might seem strange. This
review presents an opportunity to change this.
The Council wants to hear residents’ views on whether they think their town or parish
council is properly reflecting the needs of their local community.
Cllr Richard Wenham, Deputy Leader and Executive Member for Corporate
Resources said: “This consultation is a valuable opportunity for people living in Central
Bedfordshire to have their say, as part of the democratic process, on the local
representation. We hope that people respond to the questionnaire to let us know if
they think there should be changes to their parish or town council.
“This will be the first time in a number of years that residents will have had the chance
to affect change in the way they are represented on a local level. It may be a boundary
change, the number of councillors in their parish, creating a new parish, merging
parishes or sub-dividing a parish into smaller wards. Although it may sound like quite
an obscure thing to ask people to consider, it is something that will impact on the many
communities within Central Bedfordshire.”
The consultation runs from 1 November 2017 until 1 February 2018 and is available
at www.centralbedfordshire.gov.uk/consultations
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The Summerfield Railway

Bedford Model Engineering Society
Summerfield Miniature Railway
Off the A600 just past Haynes Turn

Public Running Days in 2018 from 10.30.AM to 4 PM.
APRIL

MAY

JUNE

JULY

Sunday 1st
Monday 2nd (Bank Holiday)
Wednesday 11th (half term)
*
Sunday 22nd
Sunday 6th
Monday 7th (Bank Holiday)
Sunday 27th
Monday 28th (Bank Holiday)
Wednesday 30th (half term)
*
Sunday 10th
Sunday 24th

AUGUST

Wednesday 1st *
Wednesday 8th *
Wednesday 15th *

Sunday 26th
Monday 27th (Bank Holiday)
SEPTEMBER Sunday 2nd
Sunday 16th
OCTOBER
Sunday 7th
Sunday 21st

DECEMBER

Sunday 8th
Sunday 22nd

Wednesday 24th (half term) *
Sat & Sun 8th/9th Santa
Specials – pre-booking
essential
For further information, see
our website:
www.bedfordmes.co.uk

*On our Wednesday openings, only limited catering will be available.

Senior Birthdays & Deaths in December & January
Eric Bygraves will be 99 on 17th December
Pam Flint will be 88 on 23rd December
Joyce Smith will be 89 on 27th December
Barbara Carne will be 82 on 2nd January
Maurice Horwood will be 87 on 4th January
Brenda Wright will be 87 on 20th January
Phyllis Corns will be 91 on 21st January

Congratulations to all of the above.
We are sad to announce that Dorothy Bellamy of 125 High Street, widow of
Brian Bellamy, passed away peacefully at home on the 26th October. Our
condolences to Mark Bowles and family.
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Birthdays
A very happy birthday to those of you
celebrating birthdays in December…
Breindel Cullen who will be 7 on the 4th
Lee Britton who will be 15 on the 7th
Darcey Roberts will be 5 on the 7th
Amber Ridley who will be 8 on the 8th
Megan Myers who will be 14 on the 9th
Hugo Norris who will be 15 on the 12th
Millie Chessum who will be 13 on the 15th
Grace Hendry who will be 14 on 17th
Lara Morris who will be 5 on the 17th
Elise Simpkins who will be 15 on the 20th
Jamie Vernon who will be 9 on the 21st
Thomas Manning who will be 9 on the 21st
Finlay Caddick who will be 10 on the 28th
Rose Jones who will be 9 on the 29th

…and those celebrating in January
Dylan Roberts will be 8 on the 1st
Lola Cattell who will be 4 on the 4th
Molly Latto who will be 11 on the 4th
Harry Rose who will be 15 on the 5th
Ella Clark who will be 12 on the 9th
Jacob Browning who will be 7 on the 12th
Olivia Mardell who will be 15 on the 12th
Sam German who will be 14 on the 12th
Cameron Isaac who will be 3 on the 20th
If you are under 16 and would like your name added to
the birthday page, please call or text Louise Hutson on 07968749870
or email at louhuts@gmail.com
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Meppershall Pre-School Ponderings

Ponderings
2017 has been a fantastic year for Meppershall Pre-school. From January we started offering
10 sessions each week, instead of 8. This means up to 30 hours childcare! We also launched
our new website so that families with us and prospective families can find out more about us
and how we operate, with regular updates and letters uploaded to the website. Then in late
September we moved across to the Interim Village Hall, which gave us a rejuvenated indoor
space, and spacious outdoor space for the children to play in. We have purchased lots of new
equipment and toys for indoors and outdoors. The children have particularly loved all our new
ride-ons and having more space to use them!
Looking ahead we can see our new dedicated pre-school room taking shape and we will
continue to liaise with Croudace to ensure we get every detail right so as to offer the best
facility we can for the grand opening next year. We already offer exceptional care in a safe
and stimulating environment, but in our final room we can control every aspect of the
environment to make even more impact on each child's individual learning journey, and open
for more hours each day.
We are now enjoying the Christmas festivities. On Wednesday 29th November between 3.15
- 5.30pm we organised a Christmas Stay & Play session. This included Christmas craft
activities, a cooking activity and the usual pre-school activities. A hot dinner was also
provided. This was enjoyed immensely by all involved, including the parents who had time for
a bit of Christmas shopping! In December we do lots of different craft activities and are now
getting ready for the Christmas Nativity on December 13th. We are then offering a delicious
Christmas dinner to every child on December 15th, and building up to the exciting Christmas
party on the last day of term, December 19th. On this day children can also wear their
Christmas jumper in aid of 'Save the Children'. We then look forward to welcoming our
families back on 3rd January 2018.
Sessions are filling up fast at Meppershall Pre-school. If your little one has turned 2 and is
ready to make new friends and learn copious new skills, or if you would like them to join our
waiting list, please ring Tamsin our fantastic leader during session time on the number below
for more information. We are open every weekday from 9:15am till 3:15pm (term time
only).

Happy Christmas everyone!
The highly qualified team at Meppershall Pre-school is dedicated to offering the best
careto
toeveryone
all our children
by creating
safe
and
stimulating
Happypossible
Christmas
and best
wishesa for
the
new
year! environment,
encompassing all individual needs.
We are open every weekday from 9:15am till 3:15pm (term time only) and take up to 24
children in each session from in and around the surrounding areas.
Priority is given to funded children,
and we have limited spaces for two-year olds.
Please ring Tamsin on 07816 357159, or email meppershallps@gmail.com,
to enrol your child or join our waiting list,
or visit www.meppershall-ps.co.uk for more information.
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The Meppershall Players Present A Christmas Carol
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Film Review

By Carlie Newman

You might want to see wonderful Judi Dench as Queen Victoria in VICTORIA AND ABDUL (cert.
PG 1 hr. 46 mins.) but you’ll stay to enjoy a well-made film with a fascinating story. Certainly,
it’s most likely not all true, but which ‘based on fact’ film is?

Victoria is 81 and living a rather boring life receiving dignitaries and eating large dinners. At
the same time Abdul Karim (Ali Fazal), a Muslim prison clerk in Agra, is called upon to deliver
a ceremonial coin to the Queen in England. While exiting backward as instructed, Queen
Victoria catches the eye of Abdul and likes his look.
The two become friends and this develops into a relationship in which Abdul becomes
Victoria’s Munshi – her teacher and adviser. However, the others in the court, including the
Queen’s heir, Bertie, Prince of Wales (played with great effect by an unrecognisable Eddie
Izzard) and Paul Higgins as Dr Reid, the queen’s doctor, are horrified and do everything they
can to try and get rid of Abdul. Assisting then are the scheming Sir Henry Ponsonby, Victoria’s
Private Secretary (the last film role of Tim Piggott-Smith before his death), Olivia Williams as
Baroness Churchill and Michael Gambon as Lord Salisbury, who all give good performances.
Stephen Frears has directed a very pleasant if not completely inspiring film.
Ali Fazal is very good-looking as Abdul but not very energetic in the part. Judi Dench is not
afraid to look very ancient and she provides a tinkling humour as she relaxes in the company
of her new young companion. Writer Lee Hall gives Victoria some amusing lines and
everything is enhanced by Dench’s performance. She displays moments of kittenish behaviour
followed by asserting that she is also, “Empress of India” and can do as she pleases. We see
her gobbling her food so fast that guests – who must stop eating when the Queen does – have
no time to finish each dish. Is this an Oscar-worthy performance? Most likely.
Rating ****
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Denis & Ruth Go Gallivanting with Gertie
Part 1: Meppershall to Barra
Visiting the Outer Hebrides (Western Isles) has been on our bucket list for a long time. Getting into
the twilight of our youth we decided that the time was right. We told the family, and Christmas
brought an avalanche of touring guides and a tome on all the islands of Scotland. Normally we would
just hitch up the caravan and go, but its length at over 23 feet, plus the length of the car would be
tricky on the small island roads, especially at the passing places. We needed transport and
accommodation for two people and a dog. Bed and Breakfast was considered but we find it so
restrictive in that you have to book ahead (especially with a dog) and therefore your days are prearranged, whereas caravanning gives you so much more freedom and flexibility; plus, you have all
your familiar things around you. We looked into hiring a small motor caravan so that we would have
the best of both worlds; enquiries proved that idea to be a non-starter because, either we could not
be insured (over 75} or, where age was waived, cover was prohibitively expensive and carried a very
large accident supplement. The only solution we came up with was to buy, do the trip then sell. Simple!
It has turned out a little differently.
With this idea set in our minds we considered what we really wanted this vehicle to have. It had to
have a loo, a fixed one, not a little porta potti which could get kicked over in the night! It had to have
2 single beds, not that we are not talking to each other, but to enable one, or both (at our time of life)
to get to the loo in the night without climbing over and disturbing a sleeping partner. It also had to
have access from the cab into the body of the vehicle; there is nothing worse, in my opinion, than
having to get out of the cab and walk around to a side or rear door to make a cuppa when you stop in
a layby (one of the disadvantages to towing a caravan). We had to be able to stand upright in it and
have facilities to cook a meal. We also wanted it to fit into our garage so it could not be higher than
9ft nor longer than 20. Tall order? Well it looked like it as we travelled over a fairly large area looking.
We had almost given up when we came across Gertie (as she has become known). She was a little
past her prime at 14 years old, her paint was flaking, she had a few imperfections in her interior, but
the upholstery was good and clean, she had everything we wanted even if some of her was a little
tired. We thought that with a bit of Botox and some tender loving she would be fine. Because the
heart ruled rather than the head, we took her into our care and she has become a part of the family.
She has a kitchen that is 3ft by 4ft which sports a full cooker, 2 burner hob and sink with hot and cold
water plus a refrigerator. The loo has a shower and wash hand basin and is about 3 square feet, the
lounge, which also serves as a dining room, converts
into a bedroom and is almost 6ft by 6ft. There is a
surprising amount of cupboard space including a small
wardrobe. She can be connected to mains electricity,
has her own liquid gas, battery power. built in fresh
water and waste tanks. Very compact, practical and
self-sufficient. Not much room to leave things lying
about so, as far as we could, we operated on the
principle "don't put it down, put it away" and for the most part it worked very well. We cleaned her
out and got her packed ready for our journey which initially was to cover both the Inner and Outer
Hebrides but due to family circumstances, misreading of ferry timetables and wishing to avoid the
bulk of the midges, we had a delay to our start. In the end we settled for just the Outer Hebrides. We
had a window of 4 weeks so it was now or never. D Day (departure day) was 27 August 2017 which is
when we let up the clutch and rolled on our way towards Oban and our first ferry crossing from the
mainland to our holiday destination.
We broke the journey just south of Carlisle and stayed for our first ever night in Gertie at Ghyll House
Farm, set in the pleasant little village of Wreay with a river flowing through it. We had a very
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pleasant walk in a wooded area that had been given to the village in memory of one of its residents.
Feeling contented we went back to Gertie and settled down to prepare a meal. It was then that the
first problem arose. It had been a lovely day, nice and sunny, the trip had been uneventful, no traffic
jams, so all was well with the world. Ruth was preparing the evening meal when she noticed that our
battery meter (which is in the kitchen area) showed that the battery was not charging. The charger
unit was switched on and quietly humming but the meter did not support the visual or audio vibes.
Looking in the battery compartment revealed very little except that it felt fairly warm. We decided
we would call into a caravan dealer on the way up towards Oban the following day and get the charger
checked out. We found Duncan’s Caravans in Wishaw, just south of Glasgow, and not too far off our
route. They proved to be very helpful and soon discovered that our battery was not only overheating
but physically bulging at the ends and in danger of exploding!!! A change of battery was recommended
and we duly opened the wallet and invested in this essential piece of equipment which provides the
power to drive our water through the taps, run our fridge and give us light. Imagine our
disappointment, when we eventually pitched up at Oban that evening, to find our battery meter once
again showing no charge. We did all the same checks we had done in the morning but this time the
battery was cool, it was then we realised that our fridge has two switches, one red the other green.
Red is the battery and Green mains electricity. I had assumed that Red was the mains so all the time
the refrigerator had been running on battery and drained it!! (Author's note in mitigation: our caravan
has a switch 240v/12V/Gas on the fridge and no coloured lights!) As soon as we switched the fridge
to mains power the charge indicator showed the battery to be charging and all was well. One
consolation though, we had needed a new battery. Off we went to bed with the knowledge that
tomorrow we would be sailing to the island of Barra and our real holiday would begin. At the very
unsociable hour of 4am I heard a shout from the other bed. It was pouring with rain outside and
inside! Yes, rain was coming in through the top of the large sliding door. Disaster we thought! It is
amazing how quickly you wake up in a crisis and we started moving the bedding from that side of the
van to the other. This surely must mark the end of our trip before it had really started? No, not at all,
for we saw that there was a gap between door and rubber seal and that the door was not completely
closed. The door mat had moved over the outer edge of the door well preventing the door from
seating correctly. Move the mat, slam the door shut (which must have shaken the whole of Oban)
and the door closed tightly. Amazingly with the door closed properly the water stopped coming in.
Wonderful! Back to bed even if bits of it were a little damp!
The following day we took the ferry from Oban to Castlebay on
Barra at the southern tip of the Outer Hebrides, with a journey
time of 5 hours. We had our dog with us so we were restricted to
certain areas of the ship. This was better than having to leave him
in the vehicle. We spent some time on deck as we left Oban but
when we got a little further out it was too windy wet and cold, so
we came inside. Poor Ruth was very ill - the 5 hours seemed to be
never ending. The dog and I had no ill effects. However, once on
dry land and camped on a site in the hamlet of Borve, overlooking
a lovely bay, Ruth soon recovered and it wasn't long before we had
a meal on the go. It was after this that Ruth realised that she had
lost one of her favourite earrings. A search of the van revealed
nothing, so we put it down to bad luck and said that everything
happened in threes and that was our three, or so we thought! It
was still windy and wet when we went to bed and much colder
than when we left home but we had made it to the Outer Hebrides
and the starting point for our holiday.
We always seem to do things backwards; all the guide books start
in the north at Lewis and guide you southwards to Barra. We
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were going in the opposite direction, so reading the guide books sometimes got a little confusing. Here
we were in Barra which, according to folklore, was named after the 6th century St Barr who was sent
to the island in place of their previous missionary whom they had eaten! What folklore fails to tell us
is how successful he was. At just 14 miles in circumference, it is easy to tour around on foot, bike or
car and it only has two hills, Heaval some 383 metres and Ben Tangaval at 333 metres. Apparently, it
is a pleasant walk to Heaval but we were hampered by 2 things: the weather (wet and windy) and our
poor dog who had an injured leg so was on (supposedly) strictly controlled walks. Those who know
our dog will agree that either strict or controlled is possible, but not both, so we gave it a miss. We
had a drive around the island instead, which was extremely interesting. I was particularly taken by the
village or hamlet names as everything here is in two languages. Some of the names were similar in
both languages but others bore no resemblance. Our map did not help for it had some names in
English and others in Gaelic so we often got a little confused as to where we were! It is great to know
that over 60% of the islanders use Gaelic as their everyday language. One slightly embarrassing
moment occurred after booking a ferry crossing. I called the local office in Castlebay and the person
greeted me in Gaelic but immediately changed to English as soon as I began to speak. I got the ferry
booked and then decided I would book a campsite so that we had somewhere to go when we left the
ferry. When the lady answered my call, I could not understand a word she said so, as politely as
possible and with my booking experience in mind, asked her if she spoke English only to receive a very
sharp and loud "I am speaking English!" It is a good job she could not see my face!
Castlebay, the largest community on the island, boasts a small museum, a post office, a tourist office,
filling station, a few shops and restaurants, a hotel and a Co-op supermarket. Almost within touching
distance of the harbour, but only accessible by rowing boat, is Kisimul Castle. This is the ancestral
home of the Clan MacNeil who owned the island. The current clan chief, an American law professor,
gifted the island to the Scottish Government in 2003 at a rent of £1 per year and a bottle of Talisker
malt whiskey; now that’s a crafty way to get out of having to maintain the roads, and they say the
Scots are canny! To the south of Barra, connected by a causeway, is Vatersay. This small island has a
lovely beach, really nice golden sands backed by beautiful dunes. Lots of walking here and the starting
point of the Hebridean Way which is a very popular cycling route taking you north to the tip of Lewis.
The weather broke and we had lovely sunshine so enjoyed a picnic and stroll along the beach and
dunes. That is a major advantage of a small motor caravan, when the weather breaks you can stop
almost anywhere, open the large side door, enjoy the sunshine and the view and make a cuppa. What
bliss! As we walked we came upon a memorial to the 250 people who had died in a shipwreck just off
the coast in 1858. These folk were crofters who had been forced off their land by the owners and
basically given the option of emigration or being put onto another island with no prospects
whatsoever. Most chose emigration on the promise of a better life - very sad. Throughout our trip we
encountered many accounts of the lack of security of tenure that crofters had to contend with; they
had to provide everything for themselves from their croft and pay rent to the landowners. A bad crop
or an illness could lose them their home and livelihood. They had no rights whatsoever and no
recourse to justice with regards to land disputes.
We came back to the campsite and got settled in for the evening, a cuppa before dinner and a relax
when BANG. The van shook. We had been hit by another camper van (much larger and heavier than
us) reversing on the site. The damage was relatively slight, a rear light cluster was broken but the
lights still worked. Using gaffer tape to hold the bits together made us at least legal on the road. The
rear door was dented enough to distort it such that it did not meet tightly at either the top or the
bottom. Again gaffer tape made it both water and wind proof: clever stuff that tape! Thank goodness
we were able to continue with our trip for it could have been a lot worse. We had thought the three
happenings we had experienced were to be our lot, could this be the start of another 3?
To be continued next month.
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Financial Matters By Paul Savuto

PLAN NOW FOR A COMFORTABLE RETIREMENT
It’s no secret that the pensions landscape has altered dramatically in recent
years, with legislative changes giving people much greater flexibility when
accessing their retirement income. However, coupled with State Pension age
changes and increased longevity, this pension freedom has heightened the need
to plan ahead in order to enhance future financial security. A well-structured
retirement plan is therefore imperative and there’s ‘no time like the present’ to
get started with one.
TEN YEARS TO GO…
Retirement may seem a distant prospect but careful planning now will shape
your quality of life when you do retire. Things to consider include: the age you
want to retire; how your living expenses and spending habits might alter and
how much income you’ll need in retirement; paying off debts before you retire;
how you’ll support any dependents when you retire and how you might pay for
long term care; the total amount you’ll actually have saved in your pension pot
and whether you have any other savings, investments or assets to draw on.
FIVE YEARS TO GO…
At this point it’s important to ensure your goals are firmly on track. For instance,
you should: consider increasing contributions and/or making lump sum
payments to boost your pension pot and take advantage of any unused pension
tax allowance; use the Pension Tracing Service to track down any lost pensions;
request up-to-date statements for your pensions and obtain a State Pension
forecast; check your savings and investments meet your attitude to risk as you
approach retirement; consider part-time work options in order to phase your
retirement; review or write your Will; discuss your options with a financial
adviser.
SIX MONTHS TO GO…
This stage is concerned with checking you are retirement-ready and involves:
informing your pension providers of your impending retirement so they can
send information in plenty of time; reviewing your pension statements to get an
accurate picture of each fund’s value; updating your beneficiary information;
organising a pre-retirement meeting with your employer and informing the
taxman of your intention to retire; making an appointment with a financial
adviser to ensure you receive sound advice on your retirement options.
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TWELVE - TWO WEEKS TO GO…
You’re now rapidly approaching retirement so it’s important you have all the
information you need to make your final decisions. Tasks at this point include:
speaking to a financial adviser to consider your retirement plans and receive
advice on the best ways to access your pension; obtaining free and impartial
guidance from Pension Wise; making sure you’ve claimed your State Pension
when entitled to and researching additional entitlements you may be eligible to
receive; considering your pension providers’ quotes then shopping around other
providers to maximise your retirement income.
And finally, enjoy your retirement!

PENSION FREEDOMS – DON’T LOSE OUT!
In the first major study to be conducted since the introduction of the new
pension rules in 2015, the Financial Conduct Authority (FCA)1 reviewed the
actions taken by pensioners who chose not to receive advice when accessing
their pension pots. They flagged up several areas of concern.
COMMON MISTAKES
The FCA found that many people simply took the pension income drawdown
that was offered by their pension operator, perhaps without realising that they
would have been well within their rights to shop around to see if there was a
better deal available from an alternative provider.
Before the introduction of the pension freedoms, 5% of drawdown plans were
bought without seeking advice, but since the introduction of the new rules, this
figure has risen to 30%. Drawdown can be complex in its operation, so taking
advice that takes full account of a
pensioner’s financial circumstances can help ensure that the right decisions
about retirement income are taken. After all, retirement should be enjoyed and
not endured; today’s pensioners can look forward to several decades in
retirement and no-one wants to face the prospect of running out of money later
in life.
The report also found that in 52% of cases where pension pots had been fully
withdrawn, the money hadn’t been spent but had been moved into other
savings and investments. Research by Citizens Advice showed that, in such
cases, one in three put their entire pension savings into a bank account.
Pensioners who took this course of action risked paying too much tax, losing out
on the possible but not guaranteed investment growth they could have enjoyed
if they had left the money invested in their pension fund, and in some instances
lost other benefits too.
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MAKING THE RIGHT CHOICE
Today, pensions offer flexibility. However, freedom of choice brings with it the
responsibility of making the right decisions. So, if you’re approaching retirement
and would like some good advice, get in touch.

FINAL SALARY PENSIONS Questions
I’m a member of the Barclays 1964 Pension Scheme (Final Salary) and have
been provided a transfer quote of over £800,000. This seems very high. Should
I take up this option?
Many companies (particularly banks and insurance companies) are offering
transfer values that are far higher than in previous years. Therefore, it is an
excellent time to review your options. As your transfer value is more than
£30,000 you will be required to seek independent financial advice if you choose
to transfer. The decision to transfer away from a Final Salary Pension should not
be taken lightly. There are many factors to consider. These include the size of
the tax-free lump sum, flexibility of pension withdrawals, loss of guaranteed
pension and death benefits to name just a few.
I’m a member of a Final Salary Pension Scheme and I am concerned that my
children will not be able to inherit the pension. Is this true? Would the position
change if I was transfer my Final Salary Pension into a Personal Pension?
It would be important to check your scheme’s rules. However, most final salary
pension schemes offer a small provision for children until they are 18 years old
(or 23 if they are in full-time education). If you were to transfer to a Personal
Pension, you would be able to pass the pension fund to your children by way of
nomination in the event of your death. However, there are many other factors
in deciding if this is the best course of action. Therefore, we would strongly
recommend that you seek independent financial advice.
As part of the service at DGS, we take the time to understand our client’s
unique planning needs and circumstances, so that we can provide you with the
most suitable solutions in the most cost-effective way. For a free review of
your current pension plans and financial situation, please contact Paul Savuto,
AFPS, Chartered Financial Planner. DGS Independent Financial Advisers Ltd.
07834 499595 or email ps@dgsifa.com. I’m based in Meppershall and I’ll be
happy to talk to you.
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Junior Church

St Mary’s Church, Meppershall
Junior Church
Our next Junior Church sessions are:

on Sunday 3 December
and
Sunday 4 February 2018
11am at St Mary’s Church
(ages 3 to 12)
Please note there is no JC on
Sunday 7 January 2018
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Message from St. Mary’s - Services & Events
Parish Church of St Mary The Virgin (Church of England)
Church Road, off Campton Road, Meppershall
www.stmarysmeppershall.org.uk  facebook.com/stmarysmeppershall

Rector: The Reverend Veronica Goodman
01462 339962 – ronigoodman@gmail.com – usual day off Monday
Churchwardens:
Dawn Abbatt 01462 816962 Chris Valentine 01462 815971
Email: Meppershall.PCC@gmail.com
PCC Secretary:
Anne Parsons 01462 813333 Email: annie10639@gmail.com

Things to watch out for…
There’s just too much in December and January! Check the table of events. If
you don’t come to church much, why not choose a couple of things and come
and see what’s going on? You’ll enjoy it and you’ll meet some great friends and
neighbours.
Message from St Mary’s – Dawn Abbatt standing in for Roni this month…
It’s so exciting this time of year, the lights, festivities, traditions…and the
indulgence! I have three very excited small people in my house (and some big
ones!). We are all counting down to Christmas Day and in church it is no
different. The last four Sundays before Christmas are known as Advent. It is also
the start of our church or “liturgical” year. It is traditionally a season of
anticipation and preparation, watching and waiting for the birth of Jesus, a time
of looking both backwards at what has past and forwards to the light that is yet
to come. In our village we will also be marking advent for the first time with a
new tradition - the ‘Living Advent Calendar.’ A different decorated window in
the village will be lit each night leading up to the final scene on 24th December
at our join-in-Nativity service. Do look out for these exciting events.
During advent many of us have a tradition of opening an advent calendar or
burning an advent candle. In my house we have a fabric pocket calendar and
each day contains a section of the nativity story and a piece of our nativity scene
so we can follow the story of the events leading up to the birth of Jesus and build
up the scene as we journey through December. I’m sure you all have your own
traditions around this time of year. It’s lovely to celebrate them
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again, and again as the years go by - there is a comfort and happiness which can
be found in this.
Then Christmas Day, celebrating the birth of baby Jesus, Emmanuel meaning
“God with us.” In a sermon a few years ago, I heard the following saying: “If you
take the Christ out of Christmas you just have M&S.” As Christians it’s a time of
year when we celebrate God giving us the biggest gift imaginable, his son Jesus.
He knew the joys and pains of life just as we do. For me this is really something
to celebrate. Being at church on Christmas Day when we have a cake (a Rev Roni
tradition!) and sing “Happy Birthday dear Jesus” or at midnight mass when we
sing “yea Lord we greet thee, born this happy morning.” It’s a truly emotional
moment.
Another tradition of mine, once my apron is off and the Grandparents are
snoozing on the sofa, is to walk through the village. It’s usually dark but its lovely
to get a glimpse through the lit windows of other celebrations, other dinners,
other families, other snoozers! It’s also important to remember and include
those for whom Christmas is not such a happy time. There will be a record
number of people dependent on food banks this year, there are those without
family alive or close by, or for whom sad anniversaries fall at this time of year or
who are suffering in other ways. At a time of year when it can be so busy and
our tendency is to bunker down with our own groups of people looking inwards,
let us remember that windows work both ways, and Jesus encourages us to be
outward looking and reaching. There may be those who need help, company or
our prayers closer than we think.
At St. Mary’s we welcome everyone, however you are feeling about Christmas
and however you celebrate and we warmly invite you all to come and join us at
one of our many services or events over this season. Charles Dickens' Christmas
Carol will this year be performed from memory, which has to be seen to be
believed, and we will be assisting Santa as he visits the village as usual. We do
hope that, if you don’t already, you will make visiting St. Mary’s one of your
traditions and see how we celebrate Christmas in the full meaning of the Word.
Lastly on behalf of Rector Roni and from all of us at St. Mary’s, we wish you a
very blessed Christmas and a happy new year. And in the words of my favourite
blessing from this time of year:
May the joy of the angels, eagerness of the shepherds, perseverance of the
wise men, and the peace of the Christ child be yours this Christmas. Amen.
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Services and Events – December 2017 and January 2018
At St Mary’s unless stated below
Date
Time
st
Friday 1 Dec
All Day
rd
Sunday 3 Dec
10.45am
1st in Advent
11.00am

Service / Event
Meppershall Living Advent Calendar Begins!
Teen Table Talk at the Rectory
Holy Communion – Junior Church (in the vestry)
Christingle Service

3.30pm
5.30pm
Weds 6th Dec
Fri 8th Dec

10.00am
9pm

Sunday 10th Dec
2nd in Advent

8.30am
11.00am
From 4pm

Monday 11th Dec

From 6pm
7.15 for
7.30pm

Tues 12th Dec
Weds 13th Dec
Sunday 17th Dec
3rd in Advent

Tues 19th Dec
Weds 20th Dec
Saturday 23rd Dec
Sunday 24th Dec
4th in Advent
Christmas Eve
Monday 25th Dec
Christmas Day

2-4pm
10.00am
8.30am
11.00am
6.30pm

2-4pm
10.00am
9.00am
11.00am
3.00pm
10.00pm
11.00am

‘A Christmas Carol’ – a special recital of the Dickens
classic by Matt Jones, for children of all ages (!) with hot
chocolate (and mulled wine!)
Holy Communion
Silent Together – join friends for 30 mins to sit and
enjoy the tranquillity of the church.
Holy Communion
Morning worship – all welcome!
Santa’s Float Touring the Village – Shefford Road,
Fildyke Road and surroundings
Santa’s Float Touring the Village – Shillington Road,
High Street, Coneygate
Bible Society meeting at 65 House Lane, Arlesey.
Speaker: Revd Bill Britt.
Rectory Tea - Chat and a cuppa, all welcome
Holy Communion
Holy Communion
Holy Communion
Morning worship – all welcome!
Carols by Candlelight - 9 Lessons and Carols
Rectory Tea Special – Cake & Carols
Holy Communion
Celtic Morning Prayer
Holy Communion - Junior Church in the vestry
All-Join-In Nativity
Midnight Communion, please note earlier time
Christmas Morning Service
11.00am

11.00am
Chris
Christmas
Morning Service
Weds 27th Dec
10.00am

Holy Communion
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Date
Sat 30th Dec

Time
10.00am leaving from the
church gate.

Sunday 31st Dec
New Year’s Eve

9am for 10am

Weds 3rd January
Sun 7th January
Epiphany
Mon 8th January

10.00am
10.45am
11.00am
7.15 for 7.30pm

Tues 9th January
Weds 10th January
Fri 12th January

2-4pm
10.00am
9pm

Sun 14th January
2nd after Epiphany

8.30am
11.00am
2.15pm

Weds 17th January
Sun 21st January
3rd after Epiphany

10.00am
8.30am
11.00am

Service / Event
On the Bunyan Trail to Bedford Embankment
A second-Sunday-stroll of 13 miles, out via
Crackle Hill, through Campton, Haynes, Wilstead
and Elstow for tea at The Embankment in the
heart of Bedford’s Victorian Embankment by its
historic bridge over The Ouse. Call 857836 or
email Meppershall.PCC@gmail.com
Joint Service with St Michael’s Shefford, with
breakfast at St Michaels (High Street, Shefford)
from 9am – all welcome
Holy Communion
Teen Table Talk at the Rectory
Holy Communion
Bible Society meeting at 3 Pinemead, Shefford.
Speaker: Jenny Dann.
Rectory Tea - Chat and a cuppa, all welcome
Holy Communion
Silent Together – join friends for 30 mins to sit
and enjoy the tranquillity of the church.
Holy Communion
Morning worship – all welcome!
Second Sunday Stroll – a simple loop from the
church via Coneygate, Chapel Farm, Watertower,
Chibley Farm and back to the church via the
Shillington Road viewpoint. Meet at the church
gate, call 857836 for more info.
Holy Communion
Holy Communion

Tues 23rd January

2-4pm

Weds 24th January
Sat 27th January

10.00am
9.00am
7.00pm for 7.30

Sun 28th January
4th after Epiphany
Weds 31st January

11.00am

Holy Communion
Morning worship – all welcome!
Rectory Tea – Getting Serious over a cuppa. All
welcome for chat and a catch up.
Holy Communion
Celtic Morning Prayer
Meppershall Village Quiz – in aid of the Friends
of St Mary’s Meppershall – at the (temporary)
Village Hall with raffle and bar from 7pm –
always a village favourite, call 857836 to book
individual seats or tables/teams of 6. Still just £5
per person, pay on night. Email
Meppershall.PCC@gmail.com
Holy Communion - Junior Church in the vestry

10.00am

Holy Communion
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The Team
CONTRIBUTIONS
The Editor welcomes contributions to the Messenger, whether as letters, articles or notices.
Contributions should preferably be as attachments to e-mail but handwritten contributions
may be sent by post, left at the Editor’s address below or in the folder kept at the Village
Stores. Contributions should run to not more than one A5 page (except by prior
arrangement) and should be received by the Editor not later than the 12 th of the month for
publication at the end of that month. Contributions received after the deadline may be
held over.
DISCLAIMER
The Editor reserves the right to omit or alter any advertisement or article and to change the
content, format or issue date of the magazine without prior notice. The Editor cannot be
held responsible for the factual correctness of, or for any libellous comment or statement
made in any advertisement, article or other contribution published in this magazine. Every
effort will be made to avoid any deliberate attempt to mislead or otherwise cause harm or
damage to any person or persons by any advertisement, article or any other contribution
published in this magazine.
THE TEAM

Interim Editor

Dick Bulley

Assistant Editor

David Turner

Advertising and
Distribution
Production
Co-ordination
Treasurer

Colette House
Enid Pamment
John Thompson

2 Campton Road
Email: davidturner25@hotmail.com
90 Fildyke Road
Email: colettehouse@gmail.com
112 High Street
Email: enid.pamment@gmail.com
16 Brookmead
Email: jthompson244@btinternet.com

813613
815585
851397
812983

Collating Dates for your Diaries

2018
January
February

29
26

Please note that dates in the above table indicate the month in which the
collating will take place, at 2.30 pm in the Sugar Loaf. The issue being
collated will relate to the following month.

