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Editorial                                                    By Mick Ridley and James Read 

 

This is our first time editing the Meppershall 

Messenger and it is a real privilege for us to 

have stepped into the role. The Messenger has 

been serving the village since its first issue in 

April 1985, providing a unique source of local 

news, information, opinion and discussion to 

the whole community in Meppershall. 
 

It goes without saying that we must offer a huge thank you to Dick Bulley whose 
involvement over the years has been critical to the Messenger’s success, latterly 
stepping once again into the editor’s role.  
 

From our perspective, we feel deeply that the Messenger is yours - the readers. 
We aim to make sure it gives you information that you value and enjoy.  We aim 
to reflect you, the community - the people, events and places that make this a 
great village and we are committed to keeping the Messenger at the heart of 
village life. 
 

Meppershall offers all the benefits of living in a small community where support 
and friendship is literally just around the corner. Much of the content of the 
Messenger is devoted to all the groups that exist in the village, most of them run 
by volunteers giving up their time to make this place we call home a better place 
to live. It is in this spirit that the Messenger is run and we have already seen the 
passion from all the people that make this publication possible. 
 

We will look to make some changes over the coming months to enhance what 
is already a very good village publication (without naming names, pick up a copy 
of one of our neighbouring village’s offerings and you'll find, in comparison, 
there's much to admire in our Messenger!). However, this is very much 
evolution not revolution. These changes involve you. We want to hear from the 
diverse community that is Meppershall; there are many stories to be told and 
we would love to give them a voice here. 
 

Please do not hesitate to get in contact with us with ideas as to what you would 
like to see in the Messenger or perhaps an article that you would like published. 

Email us at Mepp.Messenger@gmail.com  
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Letters to the Editor 
 

Dear Editor, 

I was very heartened to see that The Messenger will be able to continue, thanks to James 

Read & Mick Ridley stepping up and offering their no doubt invaluable services. I think it is 

very easy to take it for granted that a copy of The Messenger will just drop through the door 

automatically, without ever thinking of all the hard work it takes to make that happen. 

I am ashamed to say that although I have been a resident of the village for 18 years I have 

only been attending Parish Council meetings for the last year or so; I am also a member of the 

Meppershall Action Group. It is only by having an insight into what goes on at the meetings 

that you realise what an incredible amount of work goes on behind the scenes. It would not 

be appropriate to single out individuals by name but I can only say that the dedication, passion 

and hours of unpaid work has to be seen to be believed. I am sure the same has to be said for 

all the other groups that contribute towards making this village what it is. Grateful thanks to 

all involved; may you all keep up the good work! 

Sarah Johnson 

Shefford Road 

 

Dear Editor, 

Members of the Shefford Leisure Group would like to take this opportunity of thanking Dick 
Bulley and David Turner for the efficient way they collated information, always ensuring their 
facts were correct.  This has been much appreciated by the residents of Meppershall and 
together have set a very high standard to follow.  Having said this may we congratulate Mick 
Ridley and James Read for valiantly offering to fill these most important posts.  We would like 
to wish them success in their editorial position together with the back-up from the remaining 
committee. 
 
We are sure the Meppershall Messenger will be a welcoming sight especially to our new 
neighbours. 
 
Thank you all so much. 
Enid Pamment, Chairman, Shefford Leisure Group 
 
Dear Editor, 
 
I would just like to say a very big thank you to Mr Bulley and Colette for the very nice gesture 
of a ‘Messenger’ Birthday Cake. It was most welcome and very good to see them both. 
 
May I wish Mr Bulley a very happy and restful retirement and thank him for all the hard work 
he’s done since living in Meppershall.  
 
Thank you again, 
Elsie Lawrence, Fildyke Road  
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Development Update 
Report from the Trustees of Meppershall Village Hall March 2018 

 
On Friday 9th March the construction site for the new building was a hive of activity with 

almost 20 men working on various areas of the building. The window fitters were 

concentrating on the high-level atrium window and the M & E (Mechanical and Electrical) 

installers were fitting ventilation ducting, heating pipes and the cable trays to carry electric 

and data cables. The roofing team who have had to contend with the worst winter for several 

years will have finished the tiling of the roof by the publication date of this edition of the 

Messenger. When the roofers and window fitters have finished, the external and internal 

scaffolding will be removed to make easier access for the internal teams and the outside 

structure will be complete. At this stage the internal areas of the building begin to take shape 

and look like real rooms that we will be using later this year. It is important for the Pre-School 

area to be completed first as there is a regulatory inspection required by OFSTED that must 

be completed before they can move to the new building. This visit cannot be booked until 

their area is fully finished which we hope will be in the first half of the Autumn term. 

 

Photographs of the building during various stages of construction can be viewed from the 

menus of: https://www.meppershallvillagehall.co.uk/ or https://www.meppershall.org/ 

which are updated on a regular basis. 

 

Moving forward to completion, the Trustees have held planning meetings with the Pre-

School, Meppershall Players and Social Club to firm up the internal requirements and the 

design of areas within the build to ensure that it meets their current and future needs. It was 

almost four years ago when these groups set out their wish lists of what they needed in a new 

Village Hall and today these may have changed. It is also extremely important that the building 

is flexible inside to meet the needs of the existing and future users of the building for the next 

thirty years. The Trustees also consider that it is very important that individual areas of the 

building are not totally dedicated to one activity and are asking the main users to help us with 

this in the planning. The Pre-School, Bar, Snooker, Social Club, Bingo, Brownies, Kickboxers 

and Meppershall Players continue to thrive in the Interim Village Hall and are looking forwards 

to operating in the new Hall as soon as they can. New members and participants are welcome, 

contact details are available at www.meppershallvillagehall.co.uk follow the links in the left-

hand column.  

 

If you are interested in organising an activity to 

be held in the new facility from early in 2019 

please contact our Booking Secretary for initial 

discussions. 

bookings@meppershallvillagehall.co.uk  

 

  

https://www.meppershallvillagehall.co.uk/
https://www.meppershall.org/
http://www.meppershallvillagehall.co.uk/
mailto:bookings@meppershallvillagehall.co.uk
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Meppershall Action Group 
 

 

March 2018 Update 

FANTASTIC NEWS! The 100 High Street appeal was upheld and the inspector who heard the 
case also confirmed that CBC has a five-year housing land supply which can be defended. 
This is the third time that an independent inspector has taken this view with regard to this 
hot topic. 
Thank you for all those who gave up time and supported the appeal and for your support 
with the objections to this unsustainable housing application. 
 
The Stocken House appeal begins on 10 April and is being held locally at Priory House, Monks 
Walk, Chicksands. A four-day appeal hearing. 
MAG and MPC representatives have planned attendance across the 4 days to support 
Central Bedfordshire Council’s defence of this unsustainable housing application by Gladman 
Development Limited. 
If you are able to attend in the audience for any or all four days in April to show visible 
support from the village against this application we would appreciate this. Gladman have 
withdrawn their appeal for the 150-house development. 
The BBC Countryfile programme passed comment on GDL and other unscrupulous developers 
who target councils who have yet to finalise their Local Plans. 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/b09w75m7/countryfile-the-lothians-and-borders 

 

Central Bedfordshire Council 

CBC are asking for your views about rubbish bin and recycling collection timescales – please 
have your say – three weeks between collections is being suggested! 

http://www.centralbedfordshire.gov.uk/council/consultations/bin- 
collections/overview.aspx?utm_source=website&utm_medium=waste-
navigation&utm_campaign=waste- consultation-2018 
 
Meppershall housing and planning developments update CB/18/002323/FULL – Tower 

view Nurseries – Demolition of existing bungalow and redevelopment with 10 residential 

dwellings and all ancillary work 

If you wish to comment on this application you can do so by logging on to the CBC website: 

http://www.centralbedfordshire.gov.uk/planning/vi

ew- comment/applications.aspx 

or by writing to: CBC at Priory House, Monks Walk, 

Chicksands, Shefford, SG17 5TQ 

 

For and on behalf of Meppershall Action Group –  
Our village – we do have a say!  

http://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/b09w75m7/countryfile-the-lothians-and-borders
http://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/b09w75m7/countryfile-the-lothians-and-borders
http://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/b09w75m7/countryfile-the-lothians-and-borders
http://www.centralbedfordshire.gov.uk/council/consultations/bin-
http://www.centralbedfordshire.gov.uk/planning/view-
http://www.centralbedfordshire.gov.uk/planning/view-


6 

Meppershall Parish Council 
Here are the major points from the Council meeting held on Monday 12th March 

in the Interim Village Hall. 

CBC Councillors Mark Liddiard and Tony Brown reported the following: -  

A letter had been sent to the Chief Constable, along with supporting letters from 

three Town and Parish Council, regarding changes to the road markings on the 

A507 between the Esso and Airman roundabouts, following the recent fatal 

accidents on that stretch.  

In the recent allocation of school places 95% of children received their first 

choice and it was interesting to note that 93% of applications were made on-

line. As many of the schools in this area are nearing 100% capacity a letter has 

been sent reminding them to give priority to local children. 

The Customer Services for CBC is now in the library at Shefford with the number 

of people visiting the facility increasing each week. 

The new Local Plan along with all the additional correspondence from the recent 

consultation will be passed to the Planning Inspector on 29th March 2018 (since 

amended to 30 April). 

The members of the public present commented on the terrible state of the roads 

around the village; was there to be any more gulley emptying? Was it still 

planned to have a burial ground as part of the new village hall development (yes, 

still in the plan) and if there had been any progress on bushes over the footpath. 

Planning and Housing 

Under consideration:  Erection of detached house on land adjacent to Sandy 

View, Shefford Road; single storey extension and garage conversion 4, 

Shillington Road; single storey extension and garage conversion 10 Brookside; 

Tower View Nurseries, Fildyke Road - demolition of existing bungalow and 

greenhouses and erection of 10 houses.  

Granted: 79A Shefford Road - removal of condition 3 of previous planning 

permission and conversion and extension of double garage to an annexe. 

Withdrawn – Polehanger Farm, directional sign to the Croudace development. 

Appeals – 100 High Street, appeal heard still awaiting the Inspector’s decision. 

59, Shefford Road appeal to be heard at CBC offices, Prior Walk on 10th to 14th 

April 2018. 

New Applications – Land to rear of 70, Fildyke Road, lawful development 

certificate existing for permanent dwelling house -  the Council had no 

objections; 6, Taylors Close, two storey side extension - the Council had no 

objections; Land adjacent to 23, Shefford Road, (6 semi- detached chalet 
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bungalows) removal of planning conditions 10 and 11. The Council has sent an 

objection to the removal condition 10 but were happy for condition 11 to be 

removed. 

Meppershall Action Group Cllr. Thomason reported on the preparations for 

attending the Gladman appeal against CBC’s decision to refuse planning 

permission on the land behind 59, Shefford Road. 

Neighbourhood Plan 

Cllr. Thomason reported on a positive meeting with a representative from CBC 

and was awaiting new details for applying for funding. 

Highways and Transport 

Cllr. R. Smith reported on various road closures in the area over next month.  

The Clerk was asked to write to Highways at CBC regarding the latest position 

on independent speed cameras and if support from local industries could be 

used. 

Environment and Leisure 

The Clerk reported that one allotment has been released due to non-payment 

of rent and also that the annual inspection had been completed which resulted 

in two letters being sent, requesting the tenant to improve the conditions on 

their plots. 

Cllr. Foskett reported that progress on the new village hall was continuing 

despite the weather and it was hoped to have the roof completed by the end of 

the month. Where the roof is completed the first fix has started and the plan, at 

this time, is to have the Pre-school area complete for Ofsted inspection in 

September so that the group can move in during the October half term; 

occupation of the rest of the hall to follow early in 2019. 

Procedures 

The Employment Handbook and Policies will be presented for adoption at the 

April meeting. 

Parish Notice Boards 

Croudace are going to submit a planning application to position the Parish 

Notice Boards in the land at the entrance to Walnut Tree Way 

Next Meeting 

Monday 9th April 2018 in the Interim Village Hall at 7.45pm. 

  

Peter Chapman - Chairman                                                             

chairman@meppershall.org  

mailto:chairman@meppershall.org
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Meppershall Academy                                               By Nickie Moore 
 

 

March 2018 
On Thursday March 1st we celebrated World Book Day. The children and staff came to school 

dressed up as a book character of their choice. We had a Book Swap, which was very popular 

and various events in the classrooms. For example, Mrs Tiffin set up Willows classroom as a 

“Tasting Café” (including tablecloths and flowers) and the children were given a few minutes 

to “taste” different books to see which ones they would like to look at in more depth. This 

involved looking at the covers, pictures and text for a couple of minutes, before moving on to 

the next book. Mrs Lyon had an activity where the children wrote insults to a tribal chief, to 

see if they would make the chief angry, amused or upset. As I am sure you can imagine this 

was very popular and produced more writing than normal as the children got into the spirit 

of the task!  Here is an example: 

“Your teeth are as lack as a black chalk board. Your beard is as grey as wolf’s fur. Your head is 

like a bullet and it feels like one. Everybody insults you when you are not around. You are a 

clay brained, dog hearted, evil eyed, lily livered, mad bred, onion eyed, paper faced, white 

livered fool and you’re bigger than a woolly mammoth! “ (By Summer, Y3) 

In contrast, here is some writing about Boudicca, which tied in nicely with International 

Woman’s Day: 

“You are a wise leader warrior, a maelstrom scary fighter, as powerful as a tornado. You are 

as scary as a hurricane. Your hair is as beautiful as a million diamonds. You are as cunning as 

a fox and more destructive than all us men. You are as serious as a lone wolf. You are as angry 

as a tiger, as violent as a rhino – you are a great leader. Your people shall cherish you and your 

enemies will fear you. “ (By Shaun, Year 3) 

We hope all the mothers of Meppershall had a lovely Mother’s Day. The children all made 

cards for their mothers and invited them into school to have lunch. Our PTA (MAPTA) 

organised a raffle which was drawn during the lunches. The top prize was a pampering 

hamper and there were many other gifts too including chocolates, afternoon tea for two and 

beautiful spring flowers. Thank you to all the organisations and individuals who were so 

generous with their donations – there were many happy mothers. 

We are looking forward to Spring starting properly – it seems a long time coming this year 

and we are hoping to have seen the back of the snow and ice.  

 

Have a lovely Easter. 

With best wishes Nickie Moore  
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Pre-School 
 

 

 
 

Ponderings 
 
We wish everyone and all our families a very Happy Easter!  
 
We have just completed our Spring term jam packed full of interesting activities and 
celebrating many festivals/special events along the way. Our spring term topic 'Changes over 
time' included looking at baby animals and how they grow rapidly and adapt to their new world, 
and life cycles particularly looking at how a caterpillar emerges into a butterfly, and how a 
tadpole changes into a froglet then a frog. We then moved on to how toys, clothes and music 
have changed from the 50's, 60's and 70's etc. involving the grandparents to talk about any 
memorable items from their childhood. Then we looked around us at the spring growth and 
endeavoured to wander around the village whenever the weather permitted to see all the 
daffodils and buds on the trees. What a beautiful village Meppershall is. We then ended the 
term observing and discussing our new Pre school as it has grown before our very eyes. 
Simon from Croudace came in on Monday 26th March to talk about the new build and show 
all the children a forklift truck.    
 
As you must all be aware – the new building is going up fast, and we now have a roof, windows 
& doors in the new Pre school. Regular meetings are in place to ensure we try and get exactly 
what we require in the new building and we have lots of input which is amazing! At present 
we are hoping to be in before January 2019 – ideally October half term! (Watch this space). 
 
Thank you to the Pre school committee for increasing their fundraising efforts last term and 
also just for being there to support the staff and all our families. There is always so much to 
do and so little time to do it in. The saying 'many hands makes light work' is so true and it 
really makes a difference when everyone works as a team! The Nearly New Sale went well 
on 17th March, and next is the 'Sponsored find' which all the children love to do over Easter. 
The committee also organised a Mother's Day coffee morning on 12th March just to pamper 
all our parents/grandparents! 
 

The highly qualified team at Meppershall Pre-school is dedicated to 
offering the best possible care to all our children by creating a safe 
and stimulating environment, encompassing all individual needs.  

We are open every weekday from 9:15am till 3:15pm (term time 
only) and take up to 24 children in each session from in and around 

the surrounding areas.   
 

Our sessions are filling up fast. Please ring Tamsin on 07816 357159, 
 or email meppershallps@gmail.com, 

 to enroll your child or join our waiting list, 
or visit www.meppershall-ps.co.uk for more information. 

OFSTED URN EY551988                                                       Registered Charity: 1031913 
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The Summerfield Railway   
Bedford Model Engineering Society 

Summerfield Miniature Railway 

Off the A600 just past Haynes Turn 

Public Running Days in 2018 from 10.30AM to 4 PM 

APRIL Sunday 1st          AUGUST Wednesday 1st * 

 Monday 2nd (Bank Holiday)   Wednesday 8th * 
 Wed 11th (half term) *    Wednesday 15th * 

 Sunday 22nd    Sunday 26th 

MAY Sunday 6th    Monday 27th (Bank Holiday) 

 Monday 7th (Bank Holiday)  SEPTEMBER Sunday 2nd   
 Sunday 27th    Sunday 16th 

 Monday 28th (Bank Holiday)  OCTOBER Sunday 7th 

 Wed 30th (half term) *   Sunday 21st  

JUNE Sunday 10th    Wed 24th (half term) * 

 Sunday 24th  DECEMBER Sat & Sun 8th/9th Santa 
Specials – pre-booking 
essential 

JULY Sunday 8th   For further information, see 
our website: 
www.bedfordmes.co.uk 

 Sunday 22nd     

*On our Wednesday openings, only limited catering will be available. 
 

Junior Birthdays    
A very HAPPY BIRTHDAY to those of you 

celebrating birthdays in APRIL 
Rebecca Myers who will be 13 on the 3rd 

Teya Warner who will be 9 on the 4th 
Amie-Lee Lumbis who will be 11 on the 5th  
William Rogers who will be 15 on the 11th 
Kate Fleming who will be 12 on the 13th  

Jemma Dalton who will be 12 on the 20th 
Sophie Hing will be 8 on the 28th  

Charlie Lodge who will be 14 on the 30th 
If you are under 16 and would like your name added to 

the birthday page, please email louhuts@gmail.com 

Deaths 

Charles Samson formerly of Orchard Close, died 1st Feb 2018 at Archers Court, 

Hitchin aged 98 yrs. Our condolences to his family. 
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Junior Church  
 

St Mary’s Church, Meppershall 
Junior Church 

 

 
 

EGG HUNT!!! 
Easter Sunday, 1 April 

10am at St Mary’s Church 

(Parents can pick up at 10.55am or parents are 
welcome to come at 10.55am and stay with your 

child for the service) 
(ages 3 to 12) 

Next JC Sunday 6 May, 11am at St Mary’s 
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Message from St. Mary’s - Services & Events 
Parish Church of St Mary The Virgin (Church of England) 

Church Road, off Campton Road, Meppershall 
www.stmarysmeppershall.org.uk         facebook.com/stmarysmeppershall  

 
 
 
 
 
 

Rector:  The Reverend Veronica Goodman 
01462 339962 – ronigoodman@gmail.com – usual day off Monday 

Churchwardens: 
Dawn Abbatt 01462 816962      Chris Valentine 01462 815971    

Email: Meppershall.PCC@gmail.com 
PCC Secretary: 

Anne Parsons 01462 813333 Email: annie10639@gmail.com 

Things to watch out for… 

Easter! Beginning the month with a service on Easter morning – please come 

and celebrate with us. Springtime at the church and in our beautiful churchyard 

is always a special time. 

The Second Sunday Stroll on April 9th is a visit to Pegsdon and The Live and Let 

Live pub, with a chance to visit the National Nature Reserve at Knocking Hoe, 

returning over the Pegsdon Hills Nature Reserve atop Deacon Hill. 

Later in April (19th) it’s the APCM – essentially an Annual General Meeting for 

the church where we will talk about jobs and roles for the year ahead and review 

the past year. All are welcome, with important voting opportunities for those 

who are members of the church. 

The month ends with a 5th Sunday service, with our friends from St Michael’s 

Shefford, on 29th at Meppershall – our ‘United Benefice Service’ including 

(complimentary) breakfast from 10am! A fun, friendly, yummy occasion. 

Message from St Mary’s… 

It’s an interesting and challenging coincidence that Easter Sunday falls on 1st 

April this year: I finished last month’s letter by saying “It is not fools who will be 

celebrating on April 1st this year…” 

Easter, with its cries (in Church) of, “He is risen! He is risen indeed, Alleluia!” 

invites us all to consider what we think of the story of the empty tomb. In  
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 Jesus’ own time opinion was divided. St Paul called it “a stumbling block to Jews 

and foolishness to Gentiles” and, while the Good News spread widely, it was also 

widely mocked. Often now people think the resurrection of the crucified Jesus 

is somewhere between a “nice story” and a “foolish fable”. 

I wonder… what did happen “early in the morning on the first day of the week” 

all those years ago? Many more qualified than I am have written books about it, 

trying to establish proof one way or the other.   

It seems historically accurate that the stone the Romans had placed in front of 

Jesus’ tomb was indeed rolled away: the tomb was empty – and Jesus’ body was 

gone... Could his friends have “got around” the Roman Guard to steal his body 

and fabricate their apparently “incredible” account of his resurrection? 

The Bible tells us that over the following six weeks Jesus appeared to a variety 

of groups and individuals in different locations… Indeed, to over 500 people on 

one occasion! They saw him alive, they walked with him, talked with him, 

touched him and even ate with him. Other history records that many of those 

who testified to having met their Living Lord willingly died horribly gruesome 

and painful deaths, singing hymns of praise to God and trusting that the Lord 

who had defeated death would raise them up, too. 

In those early days a Pharisee named Gamaliel is reported to have said to those 

who wanted to stamp out the gospel message and the apostles who were 

proclaiming it: “I advise you: Leave these men alone! Let them go! If this teaching 

and work is from men, it will come to nothing.  If it is from God, you will not be 

able to stop it. You may even find yourselves fighting against God!” 

If Gamaliel was right – if the resurrection of Jesus was a lie or just a story – it 

would have disappeared long ago into the pages of fiction (if indeed it was 

remembered at all). Yet nearly 2000 years on, we celebrate still. 

And we don’t just remember… for we believe that Jesus lives still… and that 

because he lived and died and rose again we can know him in this life and live 

forever with him in the next; we can enjoy the great adventure of advancing his 

Kingdom here ‘on earth as it is in heaven’. 

I hope that you have a wonderful time celebrating Easter. Enjoy the sense of 

new life proclaimed by the spring flowers, the chicks and bunnies and lambs – 

and the eggs (painted, or chocolate!) And, if you don’t think it is foolish, 

celebrate the Son of God who died and is alive for evermore. 

With every blessing, Rector Roni.
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Happy Easter! 

Services and Events – April 2018 At St Mary’s unless stated below 

Date Time Service / Event 

Sat 31st March 7.30pm Easter Vigil 

Sunday 1st April 
Easter Day 

11.00am Easter Morning – Holy Communion 

Weds 4th April 10.00am Holy Communion 

Sun 8th April 
2nd of Easter 

8.30am 
11.00am 

2.15pm 

Holy Communion 
Morning worship – all welcome! 

Second Sunday Stroll – Knocking Hoe and Pegsdon Hills 
Nature Reserves. A 6k loop from The Live & Let Live pub 
in Pegsdon. Meet there at 1.30pm for lunch, or to set 
off at 2.30pm, or after-walk refreshments at 4pm. Join 
us, Meppershall.PCC@gmail.com / tel. 857836. 

Monday 9th April 7.15 for 
7.30pm 

Bible Society meeting: 3 Pinemead, Shefford. God 
Speaks to Abraham 
With Reverend Lorna Valentine 

Tues 10th April 2-4pm Rectory Tea - Chat and a cuppa, all welcome 

Weds 11th April 10.00am Holy Communion 

Fri 13th April 9pm Silent Together Come to enjoy the presence of God in 
the tranquillity of the church - 30 mins. 

Sun 15th April 
3rd of Easter 

8.30am 
11.00am 

Holy Communion
 
Holy Communion 
Morning worship – all welcome! 

Weds 18th April 10.00am Holy Communion 

Thurs 19th April 7pm Annual Parochial Church Meeting (APCM) – the annual 
review meeting for the church and everyone involved. 

Sun 22nd April 
4th of Easter 

11.00am 
 

Holy Communion - Junior Church in the vestry 

Tues 24th April 2-4pm Rectory Tea – Getting Serious over a cuppa. All 
welcome for chat and a catch up. 

Weds 25th April 10.00am Holy Communion 

Sat 28th April 9.00am Celtic Morning Prayer 

Sunday 29th April 
5th of Easter 

11.00am United Benefice Service – at St Mary’s, Meppershall – 
with breakfast from 10am 
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GNOMES News 

SOMEONE SHOULD HAVE SOMEONE 
Your Good Neighbour Group, known as the GNOMES, is actively trying to 

combat loneliness in our village by befriending those living at home alone. 

Befriending can be in the form of a personal visit or a telephone call. 

Loneliness is a deeply personal experience that defines a person's life and 

has a significant impact upon their wellbeing.  It can be caused by almost anything and is 

definitely not age related. 

It could be the losing of a loved one, or 

Moving away from all your friends and possibly family, or 

Losing social contact and enjoyment that used to come from being part of a group, or 

Experiencing health problems that restrict a person either physically or mentally, or 

A carer who needs someone else to talk to other than those being cared for. 

Please remember that someone can be lonely even if surrounded by people.  Signs of such 

loneliness include changes in life pattern, not caring about appearance, not wanting to go out, 

complaining of feeling worthless and not eating properly.   

The GNOMES cannot take away the cause but they can connect with the person on a regular 

basis either by personal visit, or telephone, for a chat, whichever method is preferred.  All our 

volunteers are police checked and insured. Most have attended a Dementia Awareness 

presentation and are Dementia Friends.  We usually visit once a fortnight for one hour and 

attempt to allocate 4 people to each person visited.  This way we create a varied circle of 

opinion and style which provides variety to those being visited. 

If you are lonely, or think that someone you know, might be lonely and that a regular visit 

would be welcome, please call the number below.  Also, if you would like to be a befriender 

or be willing to phone someone on a regular basis, please call too. Help us to ensure that in 

our village someone always has someone and no one ever has no one. 

GNOMES can also help with life's little nuisances that are posing a difficulty for some, such as 

completing application forms, minor DIY, shopping, getting to doctor appointments and such 

like. Our volunteers have a range of talent and skill between them.  If you have a problem or 

difficulty, please call, we more than likely can help or at least point you in the right direction. 
07760 793921 

email gnomes@meppershall.org 

NOTICE 

The GNOMES AGM 

Sat 21 April in the Stondon Golf Club at 11 AM 

preceded by breakfast for those wishing to partake.  

mailto:gnomes@meppershall.org
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Meppershall Social Club 
 

APRIL AT THE SOCIAL CLUB 

• BINGO- Every Friday. Doors open 6.45pm eyes down 7.15pm - Members free entry, 

Non-Members £1 entrance fee 

 

• MEAT RAFFLE-drawn Every Friday Night during the Bingo Interval - £1 per square could 

win you your Sunday roast 

 

• KARAOKE Saturday 7th April 8pm-late With Stuart & Dave’s Club Sound Karaoke, 

1,000’s of tracks to choose from. Sing-a-long to your favourite songs at this fun for 

everyone evening in a relaxed and friendly atmosphere, this is pure Karaoke no in fill 

music, just people who love to sing having a great time. So, if you like to sing come 

along, we’d love to hear you. 

 

• PAUL CARNE’S QUIZ NIGHT-Sunday 8th April at 7.30pm the most fun quiz on the 

planet, £1 per person, teams as big or small as you like, half of entry money to winning 

team, other half to the Social Club Charities for 2018. So far this year Team ‘Sparks’ 

has won the first two of 2018 can they make it three in a row? Or will your team be 

the one to stop them? It’s still all to play for in this friendly fun for everyone quiz. 

 

• Look out for posters on other Social Club events 

 

• SNOOKER at the Social Club, members can play every evening when the club is open. 

For more information pop into the Social Club any evening or contact The Club after 

8pm on 01462 815642. Club opens 8pm; we look forward to seeing you 

MEMBERSHIP for 2018 is available now (pick up a form at the Club)  

Meppershall Social Club 01462 815642 after 8pm 

This Month’s Cover 
 
"Red Poll at Night, Trundles' Delight". A sunset view over Mick Trundle’s farm. 
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MEPPERSHALL SOCIAL CLUB 

CLUB SOUND 
KARAOKE 

With 

Stu & dave 
Saturday 7th April 

7pm till late 
(At Meppershall Interim Village Hall) 

1000’s of tracks to choose 
from all your karaoke 

favourites 
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Meppershall Social Club 

Presents 

Quiz night 

ON 

SUNDAY 8th April 

Starts 7.30pm 

 

 

With quizmaster 

Paul Carne 

Teams as big or small as you like 

Fun FOR ALL THE FAMILY 
(At Meppershall Interim Village Hall) 

(£1 ENTRY FEE PER PERSON, NON-MEMBERS WELCOME) 
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The Meppershall Players 
 

 

 

The Players’ are now well into rehearsals for our Summer Variety Show, with 

songs, sketches, monologues, poems and the odd surprise; it is certainly keeping 

us entertained with much laughter on a Wednesday evening. We will be 

performing this fun-filled spectacular on Friday 29th & Saturday 30th June - 

hopefully you have already made a note of it on your calendar, or in your diary. 

Ticket prices are still to be finalised, but details will be confirmed in next month’s 

issue of the Messenger.  

The Players will definitely be attending the S.T.M.A. summer fair at Digswell Park 
in Shefford on Sunday 3rd June (in fancy dress as always), and hopefully the sun 
will shine. This year we’ll be doing a slightly different format with our stall than 
in previous years, so if you have any unwanted gifts e.g. bath salts from Auntie 
Mabel in a chunky jar at the back of the cupboard under the sink, or striped tie 
from Nan circa 1986 at the bottom of the wardrobe still in its box, we will 
willingly take them off your hands (and free up some space in your cupboards 
and wardrobes at the same time). 

**************************************************************** 

We would still very much like someone who loves to play the piano for an ‘Old 
Time Music Hall Variety Show’ we are planning for 2019 and our V.E and V.J 
Shows for 2020, as backing tracks are few and far between for songs of these 
eras and do not give the same atmosphere to the proceedings. Would you like 
to accompany the Players in 2019 & 2020? If yes, we’d love to meet you in the 
not too distant future; drop in on any Wednesday or contact Karen (Players’ 
Secretary) on the number below. 

Find the Meppershall Players on Facebook (Meppershall Players Community) 
Instagram, Twitter, and the Meppershall Village Hall Website. 

The Players meet every Wednesday evening at 7.30pm at the Interim Village 
Hall. Membership is currently free; we welcome people from the age of 9 to 90+ 
to indulge in all areas of theatrical performances, set-building, costumes, 
directing, acting, make-up, song & dance, etc. 

Interested? We look forward to meeting you.               

Karen Mitchell (Players’ Secretary) 01462 816336 
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Shefford Leisure Group                                          By Enid Pamment 
 

March certainly came in as a ‘Lion’ – as the old saying 
goes, so may we keep our fingers crossed that March 
will exit as a ‘Lamb’!  I really think nature is so clever, 
with all this snow and chill winds the daffodils are 
appearing as though everything is normal, even shoots 
of green are appearing on the hedgerows!   
 
Our visit was booked for The People’s Post on Sunday 4th March, but the week 
before the weather plus the forecast was getting bleaker and threatening all 
kinds of weather horror stories to us.  I even tried to change the date but was 
not successful.  Unfortunately, some people did have to drop out through illness.  
On Sunday morning I was nervous to look out of the window, but I really did 
manage a sigh of relief when the weather, as predicted, had warmed in 
temperature, even the sun tried to break through.  We experienced a very 
comfortable Landmark coach trip to London meeting up with our Guide (on 
time), a warming coffee and a quick look in the London Museum before we 
embarked on our tour making a stop at Exmouth Market where we could have 
lunch before making our way to Mount Pleasant, the headquarters of the Royal 
Mail.  We were able to go down to the trains, saw how the sorting of mail was 
carried out and enjoyed a ride on the mail train.  We all agreed it proved an 
extremely interesting day out. 
 
The regular pick-up point for our Shefford Leisure Group is from Shefford. 
However, theatre outings and a few day trips are also included which are booked 
by Philip Howe, Chairman of Stevenage Group Travel.  Philip has a much wider 
audience than Shefford Leisure Group and he arranges several theatre outings 
etc.  I have an arrangement with Philip to include some of his outings on our list.  
If sufficient number of people are from Shefford, it is viable to bring the coach 
to Shefford, but we may ask if it is possible to meet the coach in one of Philip’s 
normal pick-up points which is either Baldock, Letchworth or Hitchin.  Philip, like 
me, has been organising day trips and holidays for several years now.  The idea 
behind the above is to give a wider choice of outings for you to choose from.  I 
just hope you agree! 
 
Several people have asked me if a Warner’s trip could be arranged, well I have 

managed to sort a long weekend to Bembridge on the Isle of Wight.  This 

hopefully will take place from the 5th – 8th October.  
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The early part of next month will see us ‘having fun’ for the cockney afternoon 
booked on a boat in the Royal Docks – They have promised us ‘No bad language’! 
and am quite sure they mean it! 
 
Don’t forget our Annual Get Together – bookings are coming in, so we hope to 
have an enjoyable afternoon in Stondon at The Mount Pleasant Golf Club. 
 
Finally, if you do have any unwanted gifts, please keep us in mind as we are 
always looking for raffle prizes 
 

Don’t forget to turn your clocks forward and the lighter evenings will soon be 

with us.  Look after each other and hope you will find something of interest in 

the above. 

Enid 
 

FORTHCOMING EVENTS PLANNED FOR 2018: 
 
CAMDEN MARKET – Sunday 8th April 2018 * 
 
LIGHT HEARTED COCKNEY FUN AFTERNOON ON THE RIVER THAMES – Tuesday 10th April 
2018. 
SHEFFORD LEISURE GROUP ANNUAL GET TOGETHER – Wednesday 9th May 2018 – held at 
Mount Pleasant Golf Club from 2pm – 4pm. Afternoon tea & presentation.   
THE COTSWOLDS EXPLORER – 3-DAY TOUR – May 27th 2018 for two nights – We will be 
staying at the 4* Oxford Whitney Hotel, just a short walk from the historic centre of Whitney, 
this hotel is the ideal base for travelling throughout Oxfordshire. The hotel features well 
equipped bedrooms, a heated swimming pool, spa bath, steam room and sauna which are all 
free for the group to use throughout their stay. Day trips include The Downton Abbey Matinee 
Explorer, Cotswolds Gold and the Cotswolds River Thames Explorer.  We also have a Blue 
Badge Guide to accompany us. Please contact for prices and any further details required.  A 
flier is available if requested. 
CHICHESTER CATHEDRAL’S spectacular floral event – Friday 1st June 2018 * 
THE ROYAL ALBERT HALL (TOUR & LUNCH) – Sunday 10th June 2018 
ROYAL ASCOT LADIES DAY – Thursday 21st June 2018 * 
ELY CATHEDRAL FLOWER FESTIVAL – Friday 22nd June 2018 * 
WINDSOR CASTLE & SAVILL GARDENS – Sunday 1st July 2018  
WISBECH ROSE FAIR (FESTIVAL DAY) – Saturday 7th July 2018 * 
SMUGGLERS & STRAWBERRY JAM (Essex) –  Monday 23rd July 2018 
SANDRINGHAM FLOWER SHOW – Wednesday 25th July 2018      * 
LITCHFIELD & THE NATIONAL ARBORETUM – Monday 3rd September 2018 
BRICK LANE MUSIC HALL (London Palladium Show) – Friday 5th October with afternoon cream 
tea.  Coach leaving Shefford at 9am.  *  
WARNERS – BEMBRIDGE I.O.W – 5th – 8th OCTOBER (Friday till Monday) 2018 
THURSFORD CHRISTMAS SPECTACULAR – Sunday 11th November 2018.  
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Kindly Note: Trips marked with a * have been arranged by Stevenage Group Travel. 
 
LONDON SHOWS CURRENTLY AVAILABLE – ALL MATINEE PERFORMANCES 

(organised in conjunction with Stevenage Group Travel) 
ROYAL PHILHARMONIC CONCERT ORCHESTRA FILM MUSIC GALA – Sunday 27th June, held at 
the Royal Albert Hall, Arena and Circle Seats. – Coach will depart Shefford at 11am. 
STRICTLY BALLROOM – THE MUSICAL: Wednesday 2nd May, the uplifting story that inspired 
the world to dance, based on BazLuhrmann’s multi award-winning movie Strictly Ballroom.  
Piccadilly Theatre – Stall Seats – Coach will depart Shefford at 10.15am. 
LES MIS – Wednesday 23rd May – Queens Theatre – Stall Seats – Coach will depart Shefford 
at 10.30am. 
WICKED – with a 2-course lunch – Wednesday 20th June – Apollo Victoria Theatre – Stall Seats 
Coach leaving Shefford at 9am. 
THE PLAY THAT GOES WRONG – with a 2-course carvery lunch – Sunday 24th June. Duchess 
Theatre – Stall Seats.  Coach will depart Shefford at 9.30am. 
THE KING and I – (Matinee) – Wednesday 27th June 2018 – London Palladium – Royal Circle 
Seats – Coach leaving Shefford at 10.15am. (Reserve List only) 
PHANTOM OF THE OPERA –with a 2-course carvery lunch at Planet Hollywood – Thursday 
12th July – Her Majesty’s Theatre – Stall Seats – Coach leaving Shefford at 9am. 
 

Please telephone for prices and availability of any holidays, outings or shows 
listed above. 
 
For all holidays, including transport from Shefford and hotel accommodation, 
Shefford Leisure Group acts as an agent for the Tour Operator; their terms and 
conditions apply. 
   
Shefford Leisure Group is open to everyone in the local community, who feel 
they would like to join us on our ventures and see places they would not see 
under their own steam.  We are always happy to meet new friends. 
 
Raffles are held and all the proceeds are for Keech Hospice Care for Children.  
For further information regarding dates, prices and availability or to receive our 
monthly newsletter, please contact Enid on 01462 851397 or e-mail 
enid.pamment@gmail.com. 
 
Enid Pamment – Shefford Leisure Group  
 
 

  

mailto:enid.pamment@gmail.com
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Consumer Rights                                                             by Graham Jones 
 

Introduced in October 2015, the Consumer Rights Act made wholesale changes to the 

law relating to the sale and supply of goods and services, clarifying a number of areas 

and introducing various new rights for consumers and responsibilities for traders.  

 

Where goods are sold by a Trader to a Consumer, they must be of satisfactory quality, 

fit for purpose and as described. 

 

A “Trader” is someone acting for purposes relating to that person’s trade, business, 
craft or profession, so as well as High street or On-line retailers, it could include 
someone operating a micro business on eBay, particularly where they have multiple 
listings.  
 

Goods are satisfactory if they meet the standard that a reasonable person would 
consider satisfactory, taking account their description, price, or representations made 
about them. It may be relevant to take into consideration the fitness for all the 
purposes for which goods of that kind are usually supplied, their appearance and 
finish, freedom from minor defects and safety and durability, but the simple presence 
of a minor defect does not in itself mean that the goods are not of satisfactory quality, 
particularly on a used vehicle or other previously-owned goods. 
 
Any used item will inevitably show signs of general deterioration due to wear and tear 
commensurate with previous use. This is reflected in the purchase price and it does 
not automatically mean they are not satisfactory. 
 
If goods are found to be unsatisfactory within the first 30 days, then you're entitled to 
a "short-term right to reject" i.e. to return them for a full refund. There's no obligation 
to allow an opportunity for repair, or to accept a replacement. It is however down to 
the Consumer to show that the goods are not satisfactory. If you do agree a repair, 
then the time period is extended to cover the time taken to repair. 
 
After that the trader is usually entitled to one opportunity to repair or replace the 
goods once, before considering any question of rejection. Rejection doesn't have to 
be in any particular format, it just needs to be made clear to the trader. An e-mail 
confirming "rejection" would be sufficient. Refunds should be issued within 14 days.  
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Spitfire Travel 

 

 

The team of Anne, Sharon and Richard at Spitfire Travel are always ready to help with all forms 

of travel around the world. Since we started the company back in 2007 our aim has always 

been to deliver a first-class service to our clients. 

We enjoy designing Tailor-Made holidays for a special occasion. One that we designed 

recently was for a couple who wanted to see his father’s grave out in Myanmar (Burma). His 

father died there during WW2; all we had was his name and rank. On investigation, we found 

the date of his father’s death, the illness he died from and also a grave number and, crucially, 

where he was buried. Armed with this information, we put together a full itinerary for the 

client including their own driver, organized the visas, flights and hotels. The trip was rounded 

off by a 7-night stay near the beach in Thailand to unwind. 

The client even met the people who look after the graves in Burma and were very surprised 

to find that the wall to the compound was built by the Japanese. 

We opened for business in Shefford by accident really, after my playing golf with a 

Meppershall resident, and we were offered an office in Shefford. This was at a time when we 

were told that Travel Agents were dead and of no use now that the internet was king. Well - 

we found the total opposite to be true and were very busy almost from Day One. It was then 

that a decision was made to open a shop, and we moved into the High Street. I can honestly 

say that it was the best move that we made as trade has got bigger every year. The golf has 

suffered though. 

We are an Independent Travel Agency with the backing of a very big consortium, DNATA – 

they are actually one of, if not the biggest travel firms worldwide you’ve probably never heard 

of! They are the owners of The Global Travel Group and Emirates Airlines, for instance. 

We can help with every part of your travel needs, so do pop in to see us in Shefford (by the 

traffic lights) or email us on:  

enquiries@spitfiretravel.com or call on 01462 850489 

If your lifestyle only gives you time to trawl the net, don’t worry - we will even come to you 

at a time that suits you to take details before quoting for your holiday – Bon Voyage! Richard. 

  

mailto:enquiries@spitfiretravel.com
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Warden Abbey Community Vineyard 

The volunteers at Warden Abbey Vineyard, near Old Warden, are doubling the number of 
public vineyard tours and tastings this year, including more Saturday tours. As well as general 
tours, their “Walking in the Monks’ Footsteps” walks round the vineyard are led by volunteer 
Margaret Roberts who is writing a book on the history of the Abbey.  On the walk, as well as 
telling the story of the Abbey, she’ll interpret the landscape features surrounding the vineyard 
and what they reveal about the life of the Abbey’s occupants.  Advanced booking only for 
tours, please – see wardenvineyard.org.uk for details. Gift vouchers for tours available too! 
 

  

http://wardenvineyard.org.uk/
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Financial Matters                                                           By Paul Savuto 
 
WHERE WILL YOU LIVE IN RETIREMENT? 
Later-life housing is a growing market, with around 60% of projected growth in 
households over the next two decades set to be among those aged 65 and over *. 
Moving home at any age is almost always a stressful and emotionally-challenging 
time, and arguably the longer you leave it, say in your late 70s or 80s, the more 
challenging it is likely to become. 
Many people who move into retirement housing do so reactively, perhaps because 
of a decline in fitness and health, rather than part of their forward planning. This 
has led many to the view that we should all think more carefully earlier in our lives 
about where we might want to live in our retirement years, and plan for this in the 
same way that we plan our retirement income. Some experts think consideration 
should commence in your 40s. 
 
LOBBYING FOR CHANGE 
It’s estimated that although nine out of ten of those aged 65 to 79 live in under 
occupied housing and could free up much needed family homes if they were happy 
to move to a smaller retirement unit, there are only around 515,000 units of 
specialist retirement and ‘extra care’ housing in England. This figure only equates 
to enough specialist housing to accommodate 5% of those aged over 65.  
Being able to downsize to a smaller, easier to maintain property can allow people 
to remain living in their own home for longer, easing the pressures on the 
residential care sector. Obviously, people should be free to choose how and where 
they live in retirement. However, there are clearly many people who would like to 
downsize but are put off both by the cost and the lack of suitable accommodation. 
Policymakers are said to be actively considering various moves, like scrapping 
stamp duty on retirement homes, the development of purchase plans for the 
elderly, similar to the current Help to Buy scheme, and offering help with costs 
associated with moving home. 
*International Longevity Centre UK, 2017 

TIPS ON WHAT TO DO IN THE EARLY DAYS OF YOUR RETIREMENT 

So, you’ve decided when you’re going to retire and you know what you’re going to 
do in the days leading up to your final day in work. You might even have some long-
term goals that you know you want to achieve during the years of retirement you 
have ahead of you. But what about those first few days and weeks? The transition 
from being employed to being retired can be tricky to navigate and can cast a 
gloomy cloud over what should be a happy period of your life if not managed 
successfully. So, here are our top tips for what to do – and not to do – during the 
first thirty days of retirement: 
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Don’t delay in making plans – If you don’t have any concrete plans for what you 
want to do with your retirement, it’s a good idea to start making those sooner 
rather than later to ensure your life away from work has a sense of purpose. But 
it’s also important to think about the short term too: get in contact with friends and 
family and set some dates in your diary to go on a day trip or long weekend 
together, or simply to meet up for coffee. An active social life doesn’t happen on 
its own, so get the ball rolling early on. 

Limit your screen time – The modern world of 24-hour news can be both a blessing 
and a curse, as the need to remain constantly up-to-date with current affairs can 
be addictive and turn you into a couch potato before you even realise it. ‘Binge 
watching’ series after series on streaming services such as Netflix can also be 
tempting with so much free time on your hands, but it’s worth keeping in mind that 
TV on demand is there to make it easier to fit viewing around your life, not to 
become your life! 

Take some time to de-stress – Just because you’ve left the world of work behind 
doesn’t mean that those things that cause you stress will magically disappear. In 
fact, it’s quite likely that you’ve been putting off tackling some of the stressful 
elements of your life outside of work, so coming up with a strategy to address and 
resolve these as early as possible once you retire will help to ensure you can truly 
enjoy what should be the most relaxed period of your life. 

Celebrate! – It might seem obvious, but you’d be surprised how many people 
bypass the opportunity to celebrate reaching one of life’s biggest milestones. 
However, you want to mark the occasion – a weekend away, a fancy meal, an 
expensive bottle of bubbly – it’s important to recognise the years of hard work 
you’ve put into being able to retire, so do it! 

Financial Plans – Make sure these are all in place so that you can relax and not 
spend all your time worrying about your retirement! 

 

As part of the service at DGS, we take the time to understand our client’s 
unique planning needs and circumstances, so that we can provide you 
with the most suitable solutions in the most cost-effective way. For a 
free review of your current pension plans and financial situation, please 
contact Paul Savuto, AFPS, Chartered Financial Planner. 

DGS Independent Financial Advisers Ltd. 07834 499595 or email 
ps@dgsifa.com.  I’m based in Meppershall and I’ll be happy to talk to 
you.  

mailto:ps@dgsifa.com
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The Team 
 

CONTRIBUTIONS 

The Editor welcomes contributions to the Messenger, whether as letters, articles or notices.  

Contributions should preferably be as attachments to e-mail but handwritten contributions 

may be sent by post, left at the Editor’s address below or in the folder kept at the Village  

Stores.  Contributions should run to not more than one A5 page (except by prior arrangement) 

and should be received by the Editor not later than the 12th of the month for publication at 

the end of that month.  Contributions received after the deadline may be held over. 

 
DISCLAIMER 

The Editor reserves the right to omit or alter any advertisement or article and to change the 

content, format or issue date of the magazine without prior notice.  The Editor cannot be held 

responsible for the factual correctness of, or for any libellous comment or statement made in 

any advertisement, article or other contribution published in this magazine.  Every effort will 

be made to avoid any deliberate attempt to mislead or otherwise cause harm or damage to 

any person or persons by any advertisement, article or any other contribution published in 

this magazine. 

THE TEAM 

Joint Editorship James Read & 

Mick Ridley 

Email: mepp.messenger@gmail.com  

Assistant Editor David Turner 2 Campton Road 813613 

Advertising Andrew Pain  

 

26 Fildyke Road 

Email: andrewgpain@hotmail.com 

07875 580069 

Distribution Colette House 90 Fildyke Road 815585 

Email: colettehouse@gmail.com 

Production 

Co-ordination 

Enid Pamment 112 High Street    851397   

Email: enid.pamment@gmail.com 

Treasurer John Thompson 16 Brookmead  812983 

 Email: jthompson244@btinternet.com  
 

Collating Dates for your Diaries - 2018 

Apr                    30  Oct   1  

May                     29 Tuesday Oct 29  

June 25  Nov 26 Double 

July 30 Double    
 

Please note that dates in the above table indicate the month in which the collating will take place, at 2.30 

pm in the Sugar Loaf.  The issue being collated will relate to the following month. 

mailto:andrewgpain@hotmail.com
mailto:colettehouse@gmail.com
mailto:enid.pamment@gmail.com
mailto:jthompson244@btinternet.com

