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Editorial

By Mick Ridley and James Read

As the summer fast approaches it is a delight to see
the village come to life with events and activities.
At the end of June, we traditionally have our
Summer Fair. For 2018 though, as with Glastonbury,
we are having a ‘fallow’ year whilst development work continues on the new Village
Hall and housing. We hope to be back with a bang in 2019 and will start planning as
soon as we know the situation with the site.
There is however plenty to keep you entertained during the long summer days. We
are excited to see Jean Holden organising a Classic Car show on Saturday 23 rd June.
Jean has been a stalwart of the Summer Fair, attracting a fantastic display of cars of all
vintages. The event will be in the car park of the interim Village Hall, with an ice cream
van plus a BBQ, disco and drinks hosted by the Social Club. For more information and
if you would like to be involved please call Jean on 01462 815161. Our cover this month
is a celebration of the forthcoming show – although we don't know this particular 3wheeler which we happened to snap on its way through!
The following weekend the Meppershall Players will be presenting a ‘NOT The End of
the Pier’ Summer Variety Show Extravaganza on Friday 26th and Saturday 27th June
also at the interim Village Hall. They are promising a fun-filled spectacular so book your
tickets soon to avoid disappointment.
June also sees the start of the World Cup and the inevitable roller-coaster ride that
England will put us through over the coming weeks. The Social Club will be doing their
bit to support the Three Lions and will be offering discounted beer for England
matches for us to either drown our sorrows or celebrate another crushing victory (we
can but dream!).
Looking further ahead into July, the PTA at Meppershall CofE Academy will be holding
MeppFest. This will be a fun-filled day for all the family with more details to come. So,
hold the 14th July off in your diary and please turn up to support and help raise funds
for our fantastic school.
We also highlight in this month’s edition a local hidden gem, the Military Intelligence
Museum at Chicksands. This appointment only museum looks at the intelligence work
that the Chicksands base has undertaken in the past from the Boer War through to its
present-day role supporting our military across the globe.
Enjoy the lighter evenings and warm weather and we look forward to seeing you all
out and about.
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Poppy Walk of Honour 2018
Calling families, dog walkers and ramblers! Get
walking and raise funds for The Royal British Legion,
Bedfordshire’s Poppy Walk for Honour, The Poppy
Walk returns to commemorate the end of the First
World War and to say thank you to the First World
War generation- all who served, sacrificed and
changed our world. Come to Bedford Priory Country Park in Bedford,
Barkers Lane, Bedford MK41 9SH on Sunday 12th August, 2018. Join
the Poppy Walk Squad and be part of the fun!
We will be gathering at Visitor Centre at Priory Country Park Bedford
from 11.00am to embark upon a choice of two routes, 2km, which is
wheel chair and push chair friendly or 10km for those that really want
to stretch their legs. Stroll around some of the area’s most interesting
sites.
As well as the walk there will be live music and activities with
refreshments available at the Cloverdale Retreat-the Parks Café. A
wonderful day out for the whole family to enjoy while raising funds
for our wounded, injured, sick members of our Armed Forces and their
families. Why not come and join us?
Times:
Registration
11:00am
Act of Remembrance 11:30am
Walk starts
12:00pm
Register online at: bedspoppywalkforhonour.co.uk or upon arrival on
the day
Registration:
Adult 12+ £8.00
Child
£5.00
Family £20.00 (2 x Adults + 2 x Child or 1 x Adult + 3 Child)
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Development Update
Report from the Trustees of Meppershall Village Hall May 2018

Artists Impression Courtesy of Croudace Homes Group

A visit to the site on 9th May showed the amount of progress that has been made
by the teams working inside.
The plaster boarding of the Pre-school, social/café area, the entrance atrium and
corridors is complete and most of the walls have been painted with a primary
coat of paint. Throughout the building radiators and power sockets are in place
and in the main plant room the CHP (combined heat and power) boiler
installation is almost complete. This type of boiler is primarily installed to heat
water for the changing room showers and hot water taps as well as the
radiators, but in addition, as a by-product the boiler generates electricity to
supply the building and feed back into the grid providing a small income.
In the main hall the proscenium arch which forms the front of the stage area is
almost complete and is nearly ready for the installation of the wiring for the
Players' lighting equipment.
Representatives of most of the user groups have had access to the internal areas
now that it safe to do so, wearing the right protective gear supplied by the site
manager. The groups and potential new users continue to be in discussions with
the Trustees about their future use of the building.
Recently the Trustees have had discussions with interior designers who will be
working on the design for the two bars and creating a welcoming atmosphere
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by the use of colour on walls and floors together with some new furniture for
the social area.
The Trustees are pleased to announce that plans for a coffee, tea and snacks
service to operate from Monday to Friday mornings have been agreed and the
design of that serving area is being worked on by our designers.
The first area due for completion is the Pre-school and at present the Trustees
are working closely with the Pre-school Committee and Croudace on the design
and layout for the outside play space. Hopefully we will be able to publish the
plans in a future update.
Photographs of the building during various stages of construction can be viewed
from the menus of: https://www.meppershallvillagehall.co.uk/ or https://www.meppershall.org/
which are updated on a regular basis.
The Pre-School, Bar, Snooker, Social Cub, Bingo, Brownies, Kickboxers and
Meppershall Players continue to thrive in the Interim Village Hall and are looking
forward to operating in the new Hall as soon as they can. New members and
participants
are
welcome;
contact
details
are
available
at
www.meppershallvillagehall.co.uk follow the links in the left-hand column.
Now the warmer weather is here, why not visit the Social Club in the Interim Hall
where you can sit outside on the benches on a warm evening. When the new
building is complete there will be an outside patio area with tables and lighting
which will overlook playing field and children’s play areas.
If you are interested in organising an activity to be held in the new facility from
early in 2019 please contact our Booking Secretary for initial discussions.
bookings@meppershallvillagehall.co.uk . If you would like to use the sports field
please contact the Meppershall Parish Clerk to register your interest.
clerk@meppershall.org.

The Trustees of Meppershall Village Hall will be having their Annual
General Meeting on Sunday 24th June 2018 at 6pm in the Interim
Village Hall, Meppershall.
All are welcome.
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Meppershall Parish Council
Here are the major points from the Council meeting held on Monday 14 th May 2018 in the
Interim Village Hall.
Last month I said I would be standing down as Chairman at the end of my three-year reign,
the maximum allowed by Standing Orders; well that is what I thought but I was wrong. That
requirement has not been incorporated into the Standing Orders, so I have been elected for
another year. Other positions remain the same except for the School Governor which has still
to be confirmed.
CBC Councillor Mark Liddiard reported the following: The new Local Plan was approved by the Council and has been passed to the Government
Planning inspectors. Unfortunately, Luton Borough have withdrawn their earlier agreement
to sign the Duty to Co-operate document despite the two Council having numerous meetings
to discuss the Plan. It was Luton Borough’s refusal to agree to the previous Plan that lead to
the recent numerous hostile planning applications. It will be up to the Inspectors decide how
to react to Luton’s tactics.
Following the recent consultation on refuse collection Central Beds has decided not to change
the present system for the old Mid Beds area and to bring the South Beds area into line, giving
just one system. There will be no charge for removing the garden refuse but there may some
minor changes in what can be recycled.
It may be of interest that 6270 people responded to the local plan and there were over 15000
responses to the recycling consultation.
There have been a number of road traffic counters in the village recently, but none have been
instigated by CBC Highways who never do traffic census during school holidays.
Planning and Housing
Under consideration –Tower View Nursery 81 Fildyke Road Demolition of existing bungalow
and greenhouses and erection of 10 dwellings; Land to rear of 70, Fildyke Road, lawful
development certificate existing permanent dwelling house; Land adjacent to 23, Shefford
Road, (6 semi- detached chalet bungalows) removal of planning conditions 10 and 11.
Granted – 4 Shillington Road, Single storey extension and garage conversion; 6, Taylors Close,
two storey side extension; 13 Shefford Road single storey rear extension.
Withdrawn – None
Appeals –. 59, Shefford Road appeal was heard at CBC offices, Prior Walk on 10 th to 14th April
2018 we now awaiting the Planning Inspector’s decision. Cllr P. Smith stated that CBC’s legal
and independent planning representatives were outstanding in withstanding all the tactics
Gladman’s representatives employed.
New Applications – None
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Meppershall Action Group
Cllr. Thomason reported that the group were pleased with CBC’s efforts at Gladman’s appeal
and hoped the Inspecting Officer would find in CBC’s favour.
Neighbourhood Plan
Cllr. Thomason reported that the application for funding had been approved.
Highways and Transport
Cllr. R. Smith reported on various road closures in the area over the next month.
The poor road surface near the entrance to the Nursing Home has been repaired and
Highways have indicated that more work around the village will be undertaken in the near
future. We wait to see what happens.
The Council have been invited to send representatives to the launch of the new Wanderbus
on 17th July 2018 which we are pleased to do.
Environment and Leisure
The Clerk reported that she was awaiting a reply from CBC regarding contributions to the
seasonal vegetation clearance.
The goal posts for Old Road Meadow have been installed.
The complaints regarding certain aspects of the grass cutting have been passed to the
contractor who has changed some personnel that work in the village.
Cllr. Foskett reported that the roof on the new village hall had been completed and the boiler
installed. Beds FA and England & Wales Cricket Board have agreed to provide advice on the
installation of football and cricket pitches.
Procedures
A new committee, the Personnel Committee, was proposed and the terms of reference were
tabled and accepted with a couple of minor amendments. The Employment Handbook and
Policies was presented for adoption, but it was passed without comment to the Personnel
Committee to check that the terms of reference and Handbook did not conflict.
The Clerk stated discussions were ongoing with other Parish Councils regarding the new Data
Protection Legislation.
Next Meeting
The next meeting will be held on Monday 11th June 2018 in the Interim Village Hall at 7.45pm.
Peter Chapman Chairman

chairman@meppershall.org
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Meppershall Academy

SAVE THE DATE—Saturday 14th July
Meppershall Academy PTA are organising a summer event
MeppFest.

You can expect a fun filled day for all the family with free
lawn games, barbecue food, bouncy castle, ‘PTA blinders’
bar, raffle, chocolate tombola, tea room, live music and
much, much more.
The event will be held in the school grounds on Saturday 14 th
July between 12 noon and 5pm so save the date and come
and join in the fun!
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Meppershall Pre-School

Ponderings
Firstly, I would like to take this opportunity to again welcome all our new families. Some children start
at preschool just after they turn two, some join us for a term just before they start school. All children
however are welcomed with open arms and become a part of our setting very quickly. It is always
emotional for us when we say goodbye to our school starters in July, especially when we have seen
some of them every day of term time for two years. Parents also find this transition an emotional one.
We all encourage our children to grow up, when sometimes we just want a phase to last that little bit
longer. We do our very best at preschool to allow the children to be children, and whilst they learn an
incredible amount and gain a lot of confidence from all the social interaction, we hope they all take
one thing to school with them. That learning is 'fun'.
This term, as well as our 'lift off to language' sessions which we do with different groups of children
throughout the week, we have had a lovely lady in to do 'phonics in a suitcase' with our older children
once a week. This is a trial and seems to be going down well, so we hope to be able to organise it again
for after half term. We have also planned for more messy and water fun, including some simple
science experiments, and have spent a lot of time planting seeds and talking about what helps them
grow and keeps them healthy, linking to what keeps us healthy i.e. nutrients, water and a little
sunshine. We have certainly been enjoying the latter with plenty of sun cream applied! Next, we are
practising for our mini sports day which involves lots of fun obstacle races, and we will soon start
practising our leavers show for the end of term which this year has an animal theme.
Summer term is always our busiest, so if you feel your child is ready to start the next chapter of their
unique story, please get in touch so as you can come and see what we are all about, and hopefully
find sessions available that suit you. We are filling up.

The highly qualified team at Meppershall Pre-school is dedicated to offering the best
possible care to all our children by creating a safe and stimulating environment,
encompassing all individual needs.
We are open every weekday from 9:15am till 3:15pm (term time only) and take up to 24
children in each session from in and around the surrounding areas.

Our sessions are filling up fast. Please ring Tamsin on 07816 357159,
or email meppershallps@gmail.com,
to enrol your child or join our waiting list,
or visit www.meppershall-ps.co.uk for more information.
OFSTED URN EY551988

Registered Charity: 1031913
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Meppershall Brownies

We took advantage of the nice weather and lighter evenings and
had a fun evening in Henlow. We went on a treasure hunt around
the village and the girls did really well and managed to solve all the clues. We
then played at the Pit which the girls really enjoyed. Brownies always love to
climb as far up the spider’s web climbing frame as they can and much to Snowy
Owl’s relief thankfully they all came back down again successfully, some with a
little help from Tawny Owl. The girls also enjoyed the chips which Snowy Owl
collected from Henlow Chip Shop. Hopefully we will be able to get out and about
again in the nice weather very soon.

As our invitations must have unfortunately got lost in the post, we arranged our
own events to celebrate the Royal Wedding. The brownies made a card which
has been sent to Prince Harry and Meghan. They enjoyed this activity so much
that they also made a card for Prince Louis as well. We also had fun designing
wedding dresses, decorated a wedding cupcake and made Princess door
hangers amongst other wedding themed activities.

Some themes we have coming up for our Brownie meetings over the rest of the
summer term are Brownies have Talent, World Cup activities, Water Games
night, doing the Friends to Animals badge, and another trip out and about,
venue for this to be agreed with the brownies.

If you are interested in your daughter joining Brownies or volunteering yourself
to help Snowy and Owl occasionally or more regularly (totally up to you), then
please contact Snowy Owl (Suzanne) on 07817 392325 or you can register
online at www.girlguiding.org.uk.
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Message from St. Mary’s - Services & Events
Parish Church of St Mary The Virgin (Church of England)
Church Road, off Campton Road, Meppershall
www.stmarysmeppershall.org.uk  facebook.com/stmarysmeppershall

Rector: The Reverend Veronica Goodman
01462 339962 – ronigoodman@gmail.com – usual day off Monday
Churchwardens:
Dawn Abbatt 01462 816962 Chris Valentine 01462 815971
Email: Meppershall.PCC@gmail.com
PCC Secretary:
Anne Parsons 01462 813333 Email: annie10639@gmail.com

Things to look out for in June…
The Alban Pilgrimage, St Albans – Saturday 23rd June – a great chance to visit our
cathedral city and remember England’s first martyr and our Roman history.
Rectory teas, Wednesday communions, Sunday services of different kinds, Celtic
morning prayer, Friday evening silent time and a simple local walk as a Second
Sunday Stroll… we’d love to see you! So much going on at church!
Message from St Mary’s…
In Church, June, with its commemoration of St Alban, our diocesan saint, is I
think an invitation to remember that “Church” is much bigger than just us - we
are part of something much bigger. Remembering St Alban reminds us that as
Anglicans we are part of a group of churches called the “deanery” and of the
area overseen by our Bishops Alan, Richard and Michael, known as the Diocese
of St Albans. We are reminded too, that we have a rich heritage extending back
to the early saints and martyrs - even to Jesus and his own disciples - and
hopefully extending forward in our own time and beyond. And of course, the
Church of England is but a small part of the worldwide church which
encompasses all who truly believe in Jesus and choose to follow in his foot-steps.
I am sure there are much better (and more gruesome accounts) of Alban’s life
and death than I can give here, but basically St Alban is honoured as the first
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recorded British Christian Martyr - and the site of St Albans Abbey as the oldest
site of continuous Christian worship in Britain.
History tells us that Alban was executed for giving shelter to a Christian priest
(later named Amphibalus ) who was fleeing from Roman persecution. He met
the priest who was “on the run” and sheltered him in his house for a number of
days. Alban was so impressed by the priest's faith, that he too became a
Christian. When soldiers came to search Alban’s house looking for the priest,
the two men swapped their cloaks and clothing. The priest escaped but this of
course, meant that Alban was arrested instead of the priest and brought to trial.
When he was asked to identify himself, Alban declared: 'I am called Alban and I
worship and adore the true and living God, who created all things'. Refusing
to give up his new-found faith, Alban was sentenced to suffer the fate of the
fugitive priest and so was executed on the hill where St Alban’s Cathedral stands
today. He died on 22nd June over 1700 years ago.
Alban’s bold statement of faith forms part of a prayer still used at the Cathedral
today
“…… Following his example…..
may we worship and adore the true and living God,
and be faithful witnesses to the Christ,
who is alive and reigns, now and for ever.”
Now, every year, during the weekend closest to his feast day, St Albans
Cathedral hosts the "Alban Pilgrimage” - this year on June 23rd from 11 am.
Everyone is welcome to enjoy the wonderful spectacle as a procession of giant
(12 foot) carnival puppets - Roman chariots, centurions, lions, roses and
executioners moves through the streets - and around 300 children, teenagers
and adults from the local community retell the story of Alban’s martyrdom. The
final scene takes place at the West End of St Albans Cathedral.
As June brings summer and hopefully more sunshine - you might be looking for
places to go and things to do! St Albans is always a lovely place to visit but if
you think The Alban Pilgrimage might make a good day out /or part of a day out
for you and you want to see the pictures of past Alban pilgrimages you can find
them, and more detailed information about this year’s event simply by Googling
“The Alban Pilgrimage”. If you do go, I hope you have a great time.
With every blessing, Rector Roni.
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Services and Events – June 2018 At St Mary’s unless stated below
Date

Time

Service / Event

10.00am

Holy Communion

Sunday 3 June
1st after Trinity

11.00am

Holy Communion - Junior Church in the vestry

Weds 6th June

10.00am

Holy Communion

Friday 8 June

9pm

Silent Together Come to enjoy the presence of God in the
tranquillity of the church - 30 mins.

Sun 10th June
2nd after Trinity

8.30am
11.00am

Holy Communion
Morning worship – all welcome!

2.15pm

Second Sunday Stroll – A simple 3-mile loop from the
church, down to the Cow Bridge and down the banks of
the River Hit into Shillington, to return via Shillington Bury.
For more info: Meppershall.PCC@gmail.com / tel. 857836.

Monday 11th June

7.15 for
7.30pm

Bible Society meeting: God answers Abraham’s servant,
with Revd Robert Nokes.
At 3 Westfield Road, Henlow.

Tues 12th June

2-4pm

Rectory Tea - Chat and a cuppa, all welcome

Weds 13 June

10.00am

Holy Communion

th

8.30am
11.00am

Holy Communion

Weds 30th May
rd

th

th

Sun 17 June
3rd of Trinity

Holy Communion
Morning worship – all welcome!
Weds 20th June

10.00am

Holy Communion

9.00am

Celtic Morning Prayer

11am –
all day

Alban Pilgrimage and Festival
Enjoy the giant carnival puppets telling the story of the
man who gave the city its name. Roman chariots,
centurions, lions and roses, processing from St Peter’s
Church to the Cathedral.

Sun 24th June
4th after Trinity

11.00am

Holy Communion - Junior Church in the vestry

Tues 26th June

2-4pm

Rectory Tea – Getting Serious over a cuppa. All welcome
for chat and a catch up.

Weds 27th June

10.00am

Holy Communion

11.00am

Holy Communion - Junior Church in the vestry

rd

Sat 23 June

st

Sunday 1 July
5th after Trinity

Junior Church
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Meppershall Social Club

MEPPERSHALL SOCIAL CLUB
Family friendly:

BBQ & DISCO

Saturday 23rd june
1pm till late
(At Meppershall Interim Village Hall)

In support of thIs year’s
classic car rally
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MEPPERSHALL SOCIAL CLUB

Thursday 14th june
To Sunday 15th july
(At Meppershall Interim Village Hall)

Discounted beer prices for England matches

monday 18th
JunE @7pm
Sunday 24
June @ 1pm

th

THURSday 28
June @ 7pm

th

Come on England!!!
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MEPPERSHALL SOCIAL CLUB
Upcoming events:
June:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Bingo every Friday
Karaoke Saturday 2nd
Paul Carne’s Quiz Night Sunday 10th
World Cup Football from Thursday 14th
England Vs Tunisia Monday 18th
BBQ & Disco Saturday 23rd
England Vs Panama Sunday 24th
England Vs Belgium Thursday 28th
A&B’s vinyl roadshow Saturday 30th

July:
•
•
•
•
•

Bingo every Friday (except 20th, moved to Sat 21st)
Karaoke Saturday 7th
Race Night Saturday 14th
World Cup Final Sunday 15th
A&B’s vinyl roadshow Saturday 28th

RACE night
SatUrday 14th july
7.30pm till late
(At Meppershall Interim Village
Hall)

Come and have a punt
with family and friends

Tickets: £2 members, £3 non-members
Tickets available from the village hall & post office shop

Come and support your local club
@meppershallsocialclub
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The Meppershall Players

It’s June(!) and the Players have a very busy couple of months ahead. On Sunday 3rd
June we will be hoping for warm sunny weather as we attend the S.T.M.A Fair at
Digswell Park Shefford 1-5pm, a great day out for the whole family.
Then we’re fine-tuning our singing and polishing up our sketches for our ‘NOT The End
of the Pier’ Summer Variety Show Extravaganza. We guarantee lots of entertainment
and a few surprises in this fun-filled spectacular performing on Friday 29th & Saturday
30th June at Meppershall Interim Village Hall. Curtain Up 7.45pm, Tickets all £5 no
concessions. Tickets on sale from Wednesday 2nd May. Once again, due to the current
interim hall our seating capacity is reduced to 60 seats per night - we’re hoping to sell
out but if not, any unsold tickets will be available to buy on the door on the
performance nights.
Box Office every Wednesday evening 7.30pm-9pm in the foyer of Meppershall Interim
Village Hall. Alternatively call 01462 816336 Mon, Tues, Thurs, evenings 6pm-9pm or
email Karen.mitchell11@talktalk.net. This will be for this production only as our box
office will be online from October.
Players dates for your diary:
Sun 3rd June S.T.M.A Summer Fair, Digswell Park Shefford 1-5pm
Fri 29th & Sat 30th June 7.45pm Summer Variety Show
Wed 11th July Players’ A.G.M 7.30pm
Wed 18th July Snow White Pantomime Read through 7.30pm
Wed 25th July Snow White Pantomime Auditions 7.30pm
Fri 23rd & Sat 24th Nov Snow White Pantomime 2018
Fri 30th Nov & Sat 1st Dec Snow White Pantomime 2018
****************************************************************
We would still like someone who loves to play piano for an ‘Old Time Music Hall Variety
Show’ for 2019 and our V.E and V.J Shows for 2020 - could this be you? If yes, we’d
love to meet you. Drop in on any Wednesday or contact Karen (Players’ Secretary) on
the number below.
Find the Meppershall Players on Facebook (Meppershall Players Community),
Instagram, Twitter, and Meppershall Village Hall Website.
The Players meet every Wednesday evening at 7.30pm at the Interim Village Hall.
Membership is currently free. We welcome people from the age of 9 to 90+ to indulge
in all areas of theatrical performances, set-building, costumes, directing, acting, makeup, song & dance, etc. Interested? We look forward to meeting you.

Karen Mitchell (Players’ Secretary) 01462 816336
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Military Intelligence Museum at Chicksands

The Military Intelligence Museum exists to 'Share the Secret', bringing the shadowy world of
military intelligence out into the open for everyone to see. Our wide-ranging displays cover
the modern era, tracing our activities from the Boer War right up to modern times.
Based at JFC Chicksands near SHEFFORD, we are open to visitors by appointment and our
experienced staff and volunteers are happy to offer guided tours, illustrating our displays with
personal reminiscence to add to the visitor experience.
Chicksands itself has played a significant intelligence role. During the Second World War the
Priory was a base for the Y Service who conducted signals intercept work in support of the
Bletchley Park efforts to break the Enigma Code.
Our regular opening times are Tuesday to Friday, from 1030 until last entry at 1530hrs.
We look forward to Sharing the Secret with you. To arrange a visit call 01462 752896.
To find out more, visit our website at militaryintelligencemuseum.org or catch us on
facebook at militaryintelligencemuseum.
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Shefford Leisure Group

By Enid Pamment

Since our May issue, we have experienced really hot days and it has been
a pleasure to wear something a little more seasonal – bright sunshine,
heat, windows open although keep a watchful eye for any burglars that
may be hovering about! – all this is very short lived, as now it is chilly
once more and a lot less seasonal.
Everyone enjoyed their afternoon at the Golf Club at Stondon where we
held our ‘Get Together’ Sarah, a representative from Keech Hospice
Care for Children gave a short update on what is new at the Hospice including a newly planned garden,
which we were told is beautiful. Shefford Leisure Group were able to present their annual cheque –
this time for £900.00 together with several individual donations. Maureen Quinn from UK for Groups
from Norwich also made the journey to be with us, telling us a little of the trips and holidays they can
arrange on our behalf. The next one we have booked is Warners at Bembridge on the Isle of Wight.
Bookings are being accepted for this visit for the beginning of October.
Afterwards everyone settled to enjoy their beautiful cream tea which the Golf Club kindly produced
for them. Our thanks must go to Rebecca and her team for all their help in making everything such an
enjoyable afternoon.
After tea a superb raffle was drawn – and we must thank local traders and donations for giving us such
lovely prizes. The raffle raised £180.00 which will be a bumper start for our raffles for the coming
year. I can really only thank everyone for supporting us.
Look after each other and enjoy the Summer daylight evenings.
Enid
FORTHCOMING EVENTS PLANNED FOR 2018
CHICHESTER CATHEDRAL’S spectacular floral event – Friday 1st June 2018 *
THE ROYAL ALBERT HALL (TOUR & LUNCH) – Sunday 10th June 2018
ELY CATHEDRAL FLOWER FESTIVAL – Friday 22nd June 2018 *
WINDSOR CASTLE & SAVILL GARDENS – Sunday 1st July 2018
WISBECH ROSE FAIR (FESTIVAL DAY) – Saturday 7th July 2018 *
SMUGGLERS & STRAWBERRY JAM (Essex) – Monday 23rd July 2018
SANDRINGHAM FLOWER SHOW – Wednesday 25th July 2018 *
HUNSTANTON – A Day at the Seaside
LICHFIELD & THE NATIONAL ARBORETUM – Monday 3rd September 2018
BRICK LANE MUSIC HALL (London Palladium Show) – Friday 5th October with afternoon cream tea.
Coach leaving Shefford at 9am. *
WARNERS – BEMBRIDGE I.O.W – 5th – 8th OCTOBER (Friday till Monday) 2018
RPO SYPHONIC POP – Friday 12th October Greatest pop hits performed by the Royal Philharmonic
Orchestra – Held at the Royal Albert Hall – Arena and Circle Seats. Coach leaving Shefford at 4pm.*
THURSFORD CHRISTMAS SPECTACULAR – Sunday 11th November 2018. (reserve list)
JOHN RUTTER’S CHRISTMAS CAROL CONCERT (MATINEE) - ROYAL ALBERT HALL – Tuesday 4th
December – Arena, Circle & Choir seats available. *
CRUISING INTO CHRISTMAS – Sunday 9th December 2018 Leaving Shefford at 11am to Greenwich and
meet at the Pier for our cruise to London and meet the Guide and coach for a tour finishing at Covent
Garden
Kindly Note: Trips marked with a * have been arranged by Stevenage Group Travel.
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If there are only a few people booking their trips, so save time their ‘regular’ pick-ups are Baldock,
Letchworth, Hitchin and Stevenage as sometimes it is not viable for a coach to come to Shefford first
and makes it difficult for driver’s hours etc. We do hope you understand.
LONDON SHOWS CURRENTLY AVAILABLE – ALL MATINEE PERFORMANCES
(organised in conjunction with Stevenage Group Travel)
THE PLAY THAT GOES WRONG – with a 2-course carvery lunch – Sunday 24th June. Duchess Theatre
– Stall Seats. Coach will depart Shefford at 9.30am.
THE KING and I – (Matinee) – Wednesday 27th June 2018 – London Palladium – Royal Circle Seats –
Coach leaving Shefford at 10.15am. (Reserve List only)
PHANTOM OF THE OPERA –with a 2-course carvery lunch at Planet Hollywood – Thursday 12th July –
Her Majesty’s Theatre – Stall Seats – Coach leaving Shefford at 9.15am.
EVERYBODY’S TALKING ABOUT JAMIE – (Matinee) Wednesday 18th July – this is a true story and a hit
musical – Apollo Theatre – Stall Seats – Leaving Shefford at 10.30am
THE KING and I – (Matinee) – Wednesday 27th June 2018 – London Palladium – Royal Circle Seats –
Coach leaving Shefford at 10.15am. (Reserve List only)
MATILDA THE MUSICAL (Matinee) Wednesday 5th September Cambridge Theatre – Stall Seats. –
Leaving Shefford at 10.30am
LION KING – Wednesday 12th September – Matinee Performance showing at the Lyceum Theatre –
Leaving Shefford at 9.15am
THE KING and I – (Matinee) – Thursday 27th September 2018 – London Palladium – Royal Circle Seats
– Coach leaving Shefford at 10.15am. (Reserve List only)
Please telephone for prices and availability of any holidays, outings or shows listed above.
Kindly Note: Trips marked with a * have been arranged by Stevenage Group Travel.
If there are only a few people booking their trips, so save time their ‘regular’ pick-ups are Baldock,
Letchworth, Hitchin and Stevenage as sometimes it is not viable for a coach to come to Shefford first
and makes it difficult for driver’s hours etc. We do hope you understand.
For all holidays, including transport from Shefford and hotel accommodation, Shefford Leisure Group
acts as an agent for the Tour Operator; their terms and conditions apply.
Shefford Leisure Group is open to everyone in the local community, who feel they would like to join
us on our ventures and see places they would not see under their own steam. We are always happy
to meet new friends.
Raffles are held and all the proceeds are for Keech Hospice Care for Children. For further information
regarding dates, prices and availability or to receive our monthly newsletter, please contact Enid on
01462 851397 or e-mail enid.pamment@gmail.com.
Enid Pamment – Shefford Leisure Group
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Financial Matters

By Paul Savuto

Pensions Freedom
It has been three years since the over 55’s were handed new pension freedoms to allow them to
spend up to 100% of their pension fund as they choose. The Government’s announcement on the
relaxation of pension rules has changed the investment landscape. With higher rate tax relief, tax
efficient growth, a tax free lump sum of up to 25% and an inheritance tax (IHT) free asset, a
pension is now, arguably, the most tax efficient investment of all. However, many people are
viewing pension assets as a family trust that can be passed on to their chosen beneficiaries, free
of IHT.
Beneficiaries
Under the new pension rules from April 2015, if you die before the age of 75, the pension can be
passed on to anyone regardless of whether they are a dependent. This pension fund can then be
taken via a lump sum or as an income stream and is completely free of tax. Unlike the old rules,
it does not matter if the pension was accessed in any way. Regardless of whether the income or
lump sum taken is from the pension pot, it is passed on tax-free, as long as the person who died
was aged under 75.
However, not all pension funds benefit from this new rule and one should clarify and seek
confirmation as to what the contractual position is with the pension provider in question. A
transfer to a modern plan may be required to benefit from pension freedom legislation.
On death after aged 75, the position is similar to the above in that the member will be able to
nominate any beneficiary to receive the death benefit free of IHT. However, income withdrawn
from the inherited pension fund will be subject to income tax at the beneficiary’s marginal rate
where the funds are taken as income. There are no restrictions on the level of withdrawals that
can be taken i.e. the nominated beneficiary can take the whole fund at once subject to their
marginal rates of tax.
The new rules also allow the nominated beneficiary to pass on any unused funds on their death
to their own nominated beneficiary.
Defined Contribution or Defined Benefit
These new rules only apply to ‘defined contribution’ (DC) pensions, also known as ‘money
purchase’ schemes, which are the most widely held in the UK. Defined benefit (DB), or ‘final
salary’ schemes as they’re also known, have separate rules. There is an existing ban on transfers
once benefits are in payment, and this will continue. Members of unfunded public sector DB
schemes cannot transfer their plans to a new DC scheme.
Pre-retirement members of funded DB pension schemes can however, transfer to a DC scheme
to access the new income flexibility. It will be advisable to seek advice before deciding whether
or not to take advantage of the new pension rules.
Inheritance Tax
On death, a defined contribution pension falls outside the deceased’s estate and is not subject to
IHT, that would typically be at 40%. The lifetime allowance, since April 2018, is £1,030,000 and it
is likely to increase in line with inflation at the end of the current tax year. Under current
legislation and, unless someone has historically registered for the various types of pension
protection enabling them to have a larger pension pot to benefit in the manner outlined above,
it will be possible for a married couple to pass on over £2M of monies held in a pension free of
IHT, to their chosen beneficiaries. However, if a person uses the new pension freedom to
withdraw their entire pension
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pot and puts the money, after any income tax that is payable, into a bank account or other
investment, then the money is considered to be savings and will become part of their estate for
IHT purposes.
Pension contribution tax relief
It should also be remembered that there are limits on the amount of pension savings an individual
can make each year which can benefit from tax relief, including any employer contributions. This
limit, called the 'Annual Allowance' and is currently set at £40,000.
New restrictions on contributing limits to pension will remain subject to a £40,000 annual
allowance limit, with the ability to carry forward unused relief from the previous three years.
With planning, potentially, up to four years' annual allowance can be paid in a single year.
Taxable Income
Since 6 April 2016, those with a taxable income over £150,000 will have their annual allowance
for that tax year restricted. This means that for every £2 of income they have over £150,000, their
annual allowance is reduced by £1. The reduced annual allowance is rounded down to the nearest
whole pound: this is the “Tapered Annual Allowance”.
The maximum reduction will, however, be £30,000. So, anyone with an income of £210,000 or
more will have an annual allowance of £10,000. A person with high income, caught by the
restriction, might then have to reduce the contributions paid by them and/or their employer
otherwise an annual allowance charge will apply. However, the tapered reduction does not apply
to anyone with 'threshold income' of no more than £110,000. Definitions of adjusted income and
threshold income are crucial to understanding whether someone is affected by the tapered
reduction.
Both include all taxable income – so this is not only restricted to earnings. Investment income of
all types and benefits in kind, such as medical insurance premiums paid by the employer, will also
be included.
Summary
There are a number of complex issues to be considered when looking at pensions, including:
•
whether other assets should be used prior to accessing one’s pension;
•
the beneficiaries one should nominate;
•
the level of pension payments to be made to ensure limits are not exceeded,
•
planning if the lifetime allowance is likely to be exceeded and
•
for higher earners, if they have been caught by the tapered annual allowance.
Consequently, advice should be sought to review the options in all cases.
As part of the service at DGS, we take the time to understand our client’s unique planning needs
and circumstances, so that we can provide you with the most suitable solutions in the most costeffective way. For a free review of your current plans and financial situation, please contact Paul
Savuto, AFPS, Chartered Financial Planner. DGS Independent Financial Advisers Ltd. 07834
499595 or email ps@dgsifa.com. I’m based in Meppershall and I’ll be happy to talk to you.

The Summerfield Railway
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Bedford Model Engineering Society
Summerfield Miniature Railway
Off the A600 just past Haynes Turn
Public Running Days in 2018 from 10.30AM to 4 PM
JUNE
JULY
AUGUST

Sunday 10th
Sunday 24th
Sunday 8th
Sunday 22nd
Wednesday 1st *
Wednesday 8th *
Wednesday 15th *
Sunday 26th
Monday 27th (BH)

SEPTEMBER Sunday 2nd
Sunday 16th
OCTOBER
Sunday 7th
Sunday 21st
Wed 24th (Half Term) *
DECEMBER Sat & Sun 8th/9th Santa
Specials – pre-booking
essential
For further information,
see our website:
www.bedfordmes.co.uk
*On our Wednesday openings,
only limited catering will be
available.

Birthday Greetings
We love to publish your birthday information and greetings. But please note our policy is
changing. From now on, we will only publish a birthday message for people who have sent
us a specific – new – request. We will also generally not publish the date but just list people
by the month. This reflects new regulations and ensures that you are in control of your privacy.
Formalities over... sending very best wishes to:
Lewis Savuto who will be 16
Tony Primett who will be 80
Joyce Harris who will be 90

In Memoriam
Peter Burr, always a friendly face on his bike or mowing in the church yard where his hard
work was hugely appreciated.
Richard Tingey, a lifelong resident of Meppershall, farmer and tractor enthusiast.

We send our condolences and best wishes to their friends and family.

The Team
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CONTRIBUTIONS
The Editor welcomes contributions to the Messenger, whether as letters, articles or notices.
Contributions should preferably be as attachments to e-mail (address below) but handwritten
contributions may be sent by post or left in the folder kept at the Village Stores. Contributions
should run to not more than one A5 page (except by prior arrangement) and should be
received by the Editor not later than the 12th of the month for publication at the end of that
month. Contributions received after the deadline may be held over.
DISCLAIMER
The Editor reserves the right to omit or alter any advertisement or article and to change the
content, format or issue date of the magazine without prior notice. The Editor cannot be held
responsible for the factual correctness of, or for any libellous comment or statement made in
any advertisement, article or other contribution published in this magazine. Every effort will
be made to avoid any deliberate attempt to mislead or otherwise cause harm or damage to
any person or persons by any advertisement, article or any other contribution published in
this magazine.
THE TEAM

Joint Editors
Assistant Editor
Advertising

James Read &
Mick Ridley
David Turner
Andrew Pain

Distribution

Colette House

Production
Co-ordination
Treasurer

Enid Pamment

June
July
Sept

John Thompson

25
30
24

Email: mepp.messenger@gmail.com
2 Campton Road
813613
26 Fildyke Road
07875 580069
Email:
andrewgpain@hotmail.com
90 Fildyke Road
815585
Email: colettehouse@gmail.com
112 High Street
851397
Email: enid.pamment@gmail.com
16 Brookmead
812983
Email: jthompson244@btinternet.com

Collating Dates for your Diaries - 2018
Tuesday
Oct
29
Double
Nov
26
Jan 2019
27

Double

Please note that dates in the above table indicate the month in which the collating will take place, at 2.30
pm in the Sugar Loaf. The issue being collated will relate to the following month.

