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Editorial                                                    By Mick Ridley and James Read 

When a big development decision goes against the 

village, the editors of the village magazine find 

themselves in a tricky position.  The decision is the 

decision.  Equally real are the unanimous comments to 

Central Bedfordshire planning department opposing the 

Shefford Road development – numbering 451 responses 

in total. The story is not quite over – but here are our thoughts… 

Firstly, thinking especially of the Village Hall (Croudace) development, we say a warm “hello” 

to anyone coming to live in Meppershall.  The passion for this place comes from knowing we 

are a friendly village in the Bedfordshire countryside that is pleased to share its quality of life 

and community values with newcomers.  We welcome you wholeheartedly and we think 

many of you will also soon recognise the need to scrutinise any further development in the 

village. 

That said, we appreciate the time and courage of everyone who did their best to engage their 

fellow villagers with the planning process for what is (if it proceeds) Meppershall’s biggest-

ever building project – the Stocken House, Shefford Road site.  The voice of the people of 

Meppershall was made very clear. Central Bedfordshire Council did not support the 

development. But this is a time of acute interest from national government in new homes, 

with huge financial appetites among land owners and development companies. So when the 

national planning inspector, appointed by the Secretary of State for Communities and Local 

Government, took a second look on appeal, he said yes. 

If it sadly proceeds, the most important work is only just beginning, for us all. 

This summer, try to read the Appeal Decision Report of 22 May, 2018 regarding this 

development. It lays down 22 conditions that must be met. We need to be watching and 

engaging – making it clear what we want as a village, throughout the detailed planning 

processes that will happen over the coming months and years. So far, we just have outline 

planning permission for 145 houses.  

What can we still influence?  The appearance, landscaping, layout, lighting and scale of the 

development; its roads, hedges, fences, walls and building materials; approval of how the 

building work will take place – minimising distress to neighbours on Shefford Road; creation 

of a travel plan to help people avoid using cars where possible; ways of saving water; 

archaeological investigations; an ‘Ecological Enhancement Strategy’; a 2-metre pavement 

along Shefford Road.  In short, there is lots to play for. 

Perhaps sense may yet prevail (please read the Parish Council report in this issue of The 

Meppershall Messenger).  But assuming it goes ahead, let’s get involved. The Appeal Decision 

Report is online – find it on the Central Beds website under the reference 

“CB/17/03887/OUT”. Or email mepp.messenger@gmail.com – we can send you a copy. 

  

mailto:mepp.messenger@gmail.com
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Letters to the Editors 
Dear Sirs 

During the evening of Friday 8th June, several sheds were broken into and items strewn 
around, although nothing appears to have been stolen, and damage to several plots was 
caused by persons walking across growing plants with no respect for the amount of work 
and effort put into the allotments. 

As it happens there was a motion camera on a particular wall that captured an image of 
some youths. The image is being examined and will be passed on to the police to take up 
the matter. 

There has been a serious spate of pointless damage caused around the village including on 
the Croudace site area and residents have noticed a group hanging around so further 
identification hopefully will be possible to stop this mindless destruction.  

If anybody has information we would ask it be passed back via The Editors so we can protect 
the village surroundings. 

A Concerned Resident 

THE EDITORS RESPOND… The distress and harm caused by criminal and antisocial behaviour 
is unacceptable.  Fortunately, in a place like Meppershall, it gets the whole village talking 
because we otherwise remain a safe community with a low crime rate. We will welcome every 
message readers wish to send us – BUT the correct response is to report crime on the Police 
non-emergency number, 101 (in emergencies, 999). Make sure you record and report details 
such as the location and time of what you saw, a description of the people involved, what 
happened and anything that was said.  You may want to write down some details straight 
away in case you, or the police, want to refer to it later. Do not put your safety or the safety 
of others at risk – but be alert, keep your eyes open and keep strong relationships with 
neighbours so you can look out for eachother and notice when something is out of place. When 
you see or experience these things, the whole village stands alongside you. 

 

Dear Sirs 

I’m sure you will by now have heard of the lamentable decision by the planning inspector to 
grant the large estate development on Stocken House, 59 Shefford Road, despite the 
unsuitability of yet another large housing expansion in our village and the visible and 
vociferous objections of many neighbours and residents. 

I am not a NIMBY nor against housing development in general, and in fact have supported 
many local applications for natural infill and brownfield regeneration.  People tell me there is 
a need for houses and I accept this is so; however, it is the invasion of green fields and arable 
land that concerns me, not the number of houses being built.  The impact that this irreversible 
decision will have on a multitude of wildlife and the natural habitat is also deeply saddening.   

Developers are preying on rural landowners, enticing them to part with their land for large 
sums of money, as this is the most profitable way to build new houses.  The development of 
green fields is much cheaper than removing existing buildings/foundations etc before building 
can commence and this is regardless of whether or not the village has the infrastructure to 
support the increased influx of vehicles and residents.  Central Bedfordshire Council’s woeful 
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inability to produce a timely Local Plan several years ago has severely aggravated this position, 
and left us vulnerable to further assaults by marauding developers. 

Whilst the inspector has set several conditions in his approval, I very much fear that any 
breach of these conditions will have little recourse by Central Bedfordshire Council planning 
department.  We have already witnessed this with the hedge removal and footpath laying for 
the chalet development along the front of Shefford Road.  The compelling Government 
agendas and the incessant pressure of developers looking for the cheapest and most 
profitable building options can only exacerbate this further. 

The likelihood of our children being able to afford any of these new houses is remote without 
the support of the BOMAD (Bank of Mum and Dad), and the talk locally about the ‘next’ village 
development that will affect our lives has become as commonplace as the British proclivity to 
talk about the weather. 

People who do not understand the concept of small villages, with limited infrastructure and 
amenities, will find it difficult to comprehend why we like the old Meppershall so much and 
are so keen to see the village grow more slowly.  My reason for moving to Meppershall was 
to escape the urban sprawl and housing estates that exist in towns and cities and to provide 
my family with a safe and tranquil life in the countryside.  The views and access to countryside 
walks have always been a bonus, as a trade-off for the lack of local amenities and the need 
for commuting for shops and work. 

Towns and cities are littered with derelict offices, factories and run down houses that are 
crying out for regeneration.  These areas have all the services and amenities required 
including good local bus services for commuting and leisure activities but require investment 
by developers before they can be re-developed.  Unfortunately, this appears to be too much 
work, and, more importantly I suggest, would not make them as much profit. 

The intrusions into open countryside by developers who have little regard for communities,  
or the history and character of a village, is a sad indictment of the money-oriented society we 
live in with a focus on get rich-quick schemes.  

Let us hope that new residents to the village embrace our country life and don’t end up 
complaining, as some have done in the past, about the noisy cows at Trundle Towers, dog 
foxes barking, vixens screaming, the distinctive call of the pheasant, cockerels crowing, 
skylarks singing or a parliament of rooks rising in alarm at the disturbance caused by human 
inhabitation.  These sounds of the country are what continues to make Meppershall so 
special; as opposed to our future which will now consist of the clamour of JCBs, dumper 
trucks, cement lorries, lifting cranes, pile driving machines and the dust and noise from 
excavation and construction; deep potholes and mud covered roads caused by lorries 
thundering up and down our single through road. 

Name supplied 
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Poppy Walk for Honour 2018 
 

Calling families, dog walkers and ramblers! Get 
walking and raise funds for The Royal British Legion, 
Bedfordshire’s Poppy Walk for Honour, The Poppy 
Walk returns to commemorate the end of the First 
World War and to say thank you to the First World 
War generation- all who served, sacrificed and 

changed our world. Come to Bedford Priory Country Park in Bedford, 
Barkers Lane, Bedford MK41 9SH on Sunday 12th August, 2018. Join 
the Poppy Walk Squad and be part of the fun! 
 
We will be gathering at Visitor Centre at Priory Country Park Bedford 
from 11.00am to embark upon a choice of two routes, 2km, which is 
wheel chair and push chair friendly or 10km for those that really want 
to stretch their legs. Stroll around some of the areas most interesting 
sites.  
As well as the walk there will be live music and activities with 
refreshments available at the Cloverdale Retreat-the Parks Café. A 
wonderful day out for the whole family to enjoy while raising funds 
for our wounded, injured, sick members of our Armed Forces and their 
families. Why not come and join us?  
 
Times: 
Registration                  11:00am 
Act of Remembrance  11:30am 
Walk starts                    12:00pm 
 
Register online at: bedspoppywalkforhonour.co.uk or upon arrival on 
the day 
 
Registration:  
Adult 12+ £8.00 
Child         £5.00 
Family      £20.00 (2 x Adults + 2 x Child or 1 x Adult + 3 Child)  
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Development Update 

 

Report from the Trustees of Meppershall Village Hall June 2018 

 

 

During a visit on 8th June we saw a great deal of progress had been made. Most of the rooms 

have had the doors fitted and the walls are plastered with radiators connected and tested. 

Above your head in the Main Hall you can see the ducting of the ventilation system which will 

eventually be hidden behind the ceiling, next week the installation of the wiring for the sound 

and lighting will commence. This advanced system will allow the Players to put on their 

fantastic productions where the lighting will be controlled from the new production gallery at 

the rear of the hall above the doors. It will also allow other activities that require access to 

sound and projection facilities to connect at ground level to the new system. 

The Trustees have been very fortunate to access a grant from the European Regional 

Development Fund to employ an Interior Designer who is also the Senior Lecturer at Luton 

University, Dawn Hesketh-Joslin. Dawn will be assisting the Trustees on the final design for 

the Social and Cafe area as well as the Games room. We then hope to employ a couple of 

Interns to implement the design and commence the marketing of the new facilities for various 

events, sports and weddings. We are very grateful to Rachel Perry from the Innovation and 

Enterprise Service at the University of Bedfordshire for her assistance and advice on gaining 

grants for the benefit of the residents of Meppershall. If you run a business from Meppershall, 

please contact Rachel via businesspartnerships@beds.ac.uk as her team would love to help 

other businesses grow as well 

Finally, the Trustees are also pleased to announce that our Site Manager, Simon Adamson has 

recently received a prestigious award for his work on our site – details follow at the foot of 

this article. 

Photographs of the building during various stages of construction can be viewed from the 

menus of: -https://www.meppershallvillagehall.co.uk/ or https://www.meppershall.org/ 

which are updated on a regular basis. 

  

mailto:businesspartnerships@beds.ac.uk
https://www.meppershallvillagehall.co.uk/
https://www.meppershall.org/
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The Pre-School, Bar, Snooker, Social Cub, Bingo, Brownies, Kickboxers and Meppershall 

Players continue to thrive in the Interim Village Hall and are looking forward to operating in 

the new Hall as soon as they can. New members and participants are welcome, contact details 

are available at www.meppershallvillagehall.co.uk follow the links in the left-hand column.   

Now the warmer weather is here, why not visit the Social Club in the Interim Hall where you 

can sit outside on the benches on a warm evening. When the new building is complete there 

will be an outside patio area with tables and lighting which will overlook playing field and 

children’s play areas. 

If you are interested in organising an activity to be held in the new facility from November 

2018 please contact our Booking Secretary for initial discussions. 

bookings@meppershallvillagehall.co.uk . If you would like to use the sports field, please 

contact the Meppershall Parish Clerk to register your interest. clerk@meppershall.org 

  

Croudace Homes’ Site Manager Awarded for Exemplary Performance 

 

The biggest ever 2018 Local Authority 
Building Control Central Region ‘Building 
Excellence Awards’ took place on Friday 25th 
May at the Hilton Doubletree, Milton Keynes 
- and Croudace Homes’ Site Manager, Simon 
Adamson, was delighted to be awarded the 
prestigious LABC Residential Construction 
Professional of the Year.  Judged by a panel 
of experts against stiff opposition, the award 
was given in recognition of Simon’s 
outstanding performance at ‘The Orchard’, 
Meppershall, the development he manages. 
 
Richard Holmans, Managing Director of 
Croudace Homes (North Thames), said “We 
are extremely proud that Simon has been 
recognised for the exceptionally high 
standards he has shown throughout the 
construction process.  He leads his team by 
example and epitomises the high level of 
quality and skill essential to our business and 
demanded by our customers.” 
 
Croudace Homes Group Chief Executive, 

Russell Denness said “Simon has demonstrated he is a truly top performer who promotes the 
very best practice in housebuilding and construction.  I warmly congratulate him on his well-
deserved success.” 
  

http://www.meppershallvillagehall.co.uk/
mailto:bookings@meppershallvillagehall.co.uk
mailto:clerk@meppershall.org
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Meppershall Parish Council 
Here are the major points from the Council meeting held on Monday 11th June 2018 in the 

Interim Village Hall. 

CBC Councillors Mark Liddiard and Tony Brown reported the following: -  

The Council’s has reacted to the Planning Officer’s approval of Gladmans outline planning 

application for 145 dwelling on the land at 59 Shefford Road, and, after taking legal advice, 

the Council has decided to seek a Judicial Review into the case. Both Councillors answered 

numerous questions on the subject. Please note that nothing will happen on the site until 

after the legal action, which if unsuccessful, a full planning application will have to be 

submitted and approved. 

They confirmed that Meppershall Academy had been consulted on the possible change from 

a three-tier to a two-tier system of education in the area. An update will be given to CBC 

Councillors sometime in July. 

A Parishioner raised the matter of anti-social behaviour of three or four teenagers in the 

Village. The Police know who they are and have spoken to them. To help the Police gather as 

much information about the gang any knowledge of their activities should be passed to the 

Police via 101.  

Planning and Housing 

Under consideration –Tower View Nursery 81 Fildyke Road Demolition of existing bungalow 

and greenhouses and erection of 10 dwellings; Land to rear of 70, Fildyke Road, lawful 

development certificate existing permanent dwelling house;  

Granted – Land adjacent to 23, Shefford Road, (6 semi-detached chalet bungalows) removal 

of planning conditions 10 and 11. 59, Shefford Road outline permission for 145 dwellings 

(although still ongoing). 

Withdrawn – None 

Appeals – None 

New Applications – 15 Shillington Road construction of 9 dwellings – Council is still considering 

their response. 

Meppershall Action Group 

Cllr. Thomason reported that the group were extremely disappointed with the Planning 

Officer’s decision on 59 Shefford Road.  

Neighbourhood Plan 

Cllr. Thomason reported that the funding had been received and with the urgency in 

producing the Plan he asked for more help on the team. (Although the team is producing a 

document for the Parish Council it requires Parishioners to help – if anyone is interested 

please contact the Clerk or visit the team’s stand at Meppfest.) 

Highways and Transport 

Cllr. R. Smith reported on various road closures in the area over the next month   
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Certain holes have been repaired but others, which have been outstanding for longer have 

not. It is difficult to know which been reported and those which have not. 

Environment and Leisure 

The Clerk reported that she has received a satisfactory reply from CBC regarding contributions 

to the seasonal vegetation clearance and will attend a site meeting to discuss who is to does 

what in future years. 

Cllr. Foskett reported that following discussions with Beds FA and England & Wales Cricket 

Board, two plans have been drawn. Both only have one full size football pitch and a three-

wicket cricket table. Council asked if a junior size pitch be incorporated in either plan.  

Polehanger Farms Ltd had written to the Clerk stating the boundary fence around the wood 

was about to be repaired and that mechanical plant will be used for local ground clearance 

and post hole boring. 

Sheds on the allotments had been broken into the previous Friday but very little stolen. 

Councillors asked the Clerk to look at the cost of CCTV and additional fencing.  

Health & Safety and Risk Management 

The Chairman and the Clerk visited Old Road Meadow to review the risk assessment for the 

area. The recommendation was the long grass should cut further back so that people at the 

gate off Hoo Road have a better overall view of the play area and, following comments from 

the Police, a method of preventing motorcycles entering the field should be installed. Also, 

additional signage was recommended for which the Clerk will obtain costs to be presented at 

a future meeting.  

Procedures 

As part of the new Data Protection Legislation the Clerk proposed that all Councillors should 

be allocated a .gov e-mail address. 

Finance 

The period covering the 2017/18 accounts can be viewed and is now ongoing until 23rd July 

2018. 

Next Meeting 

Due to there not being a meeting in August the next meeting will be held on Monday 23rd July 

2018 in the Interim Village Hall at 7.45pm. 

Peter Chapman Chairman                                                             chairman@meppershall.org  

 

 

 

 

  

mailto:chairman@meppershall.org
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Meppershall Academy                                                
 

 

 

 

 

We would like to start this message by thanking our PTA who have been working 

so hard to provide the school with two new sheds. Local contractors including 

Neil Bradshaw, Custom Concrete, Southill Sawmills, IGB Fencing and Travis 

Perkins all offered materials and labour to make this happen A big thank you 

must also go to John Cook who has worked tirelessly to ensure the smooth 

running of the project, dismantling the old sheds and loading the skips and also 

to Karl Roberts for constructing the ramps. We are so lucky to have so many 

people supporting us as a school. 

Our Year 4’s recently returned from their residential trip to Caythorpe Hall. This 

was the first experience of being away from home for some of them and they 

coped admirably. They had to face many challenges, including high ropes, 

abseiling, Jacob’s ladder, fencing, the giant swing, climbing and survivor. The 

children worked really hard to allay their fears and try everything –well done 

Oaks Class. 

Mrs Tiffin has organised a superb Science week for the school, with many 

activities, tasks and demonstrations throughout the week. The children have not 

stopped talking about it and have begun to develop a real love for Science. Thank 

you Mrs Tiffin for all your hard work! 

I am going to be moving on in September to a large Primary school in 

Cambridgeshire, so next month will be my last entry in the Messenger – it is 

going to be a tough entry to write! Mrs Caroline Sledge has been appointed as 

Head teacher and will continue to ensure that an excellent education is offered 

to all our children. We are working closely together to ensure a smooth 

transition and I wish her every success and happiness for her future role at 

Meppershall CE Academy. 

Nickie Moore - Headteacher 
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Meppershall Allotments 

 
Calling all budding gardeners! 
Allotment plots available in 

Meppershall 
 

Interested in taking on a plot? 
Contact Paul Carne on 07736 311441 or the 
Clerk on clerk@meppershall.org  /  

      07930 813808 for a viewing. 
 

Meppershall Parish Council has different sized allotments available to rent.  

Plots are located at Wry Close (in the centre of Meppershall behind the 

Sugar Loaf public house).  The annual cost of a plot depends on the size, 

but at present is between £15 to £40.  Water is currently free but note that 

there are no toilets on site!  

Why have an allotment? 
✓ Home-grown food is cheaper  
✓ Grow your own for more flavour and freshness 
✓ Enjoy the outdoor life and fresh air  
✓ Stay healthy and take gentle exercise 
✓ Simply relax and enjoy 

 

Everybody is welcome. No special skills are required and remember 

there are no gardening mistakes, only experiments. 

  

  



12 

Gnomes 
 

Good Neighbours Offering Meppershall Excellent Service – that’s the GNOMES! 

 

Defibrillator. 

The Gnomes would like to thank Meppershall Parish Council for arranging the latest 

session of training in the use of the defibrillator: all those who were able to attend 

found it very interesting and useful.  We hope that the Council will be able to arrange 

another session in the not too distant future at a different time and perhaps at a week-

end so that people with day-time work commitments will be able to attend. 

 

Coffee Morning 

The Gnomes hold a Coffee Morning on the second Thursday of every month at 10.45 

hrs at the New Meppershall Care Home. Any one is welcome to attend and the 

Gnomes would love to meet new people.  

Meppfest 

Have you caught up with this new event, organised by the school? It will take place at 

Meppershall Academy on Saturday 14th July from 12.00 hrs to 17.00 hrs. The Gnomes 

will be there offering their “Hunt the Gnome” game that was a great success at the 

Church event last year. Come and support us and support the PTA. 

 

General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) 

Readers will probably be sick and tired of being told that there is a change in the rules 

governing Data Protection: even the Gnomes have been caught up in this bureaucracy 

because we keep contact details for our volunteers on a computer so that we can 

notify them of events (such as the joint coffee morning!) We do not use them for 

marketing in any way nor pass them on to any other body. To comply with the new 

law, we have asked all our volunteers to reply to an e-mail from the Secretary 

confirming their agreement to our holding that information.  If you have received that 

e-mail and have not yet replied to it, please do so urgently as we will not be allowed 

to contact you in the future unless we have your agreement on file. 

 

Joining the Gnomes 

The Gnomes are a group of people brought together by a wish to do what we can to 

help our neighbours. We would love to welcome new volunteers to bring whatever 

time and talent they have to this really worthwhile cause.  If you might be interested, 

please contact any of the committee:  Dick Bulley, Denis Neilson or Caroline 

MacCormick by calling the Gnome Phone - 07760 793921. 
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Meppershall Neighbourhood Plan 
Views of Meppershall – What’s your view? 

As part of our Neighbourhood Plan we would like to capture your favourite 

views, sites and scenes of Meppershall.  We will be running a competition from 

1st July to which you can submit your entries. The winning pictures will win a 

prize and be included in the official Meppershall Neighbourhood Plan.   

Competition rules:  

• The picture can be of a view, site or scene in Meppershall and can be a 

selfie 

• Entry to the competition is FREE 

• Entries will be judged by the Neighbourhood Planning team and prizes will 

be awarded in the following age band categories: 

o Under 10’s  £10 voucher for iTunes 

o 11 – 17   £20 voucher for iTunes 

o 18+   £30 voucher for iTunes 

• Email your entry and contact details to:  lovemeppershall@meppershall.org 

• Closing date for entries 31st August 2018 

Neighbourhood Plan update: 

CBC has now submitted its Local Plan 

for approval:  

Central Bedfordshire Council has submitted its Local 

Plan for approval by Government - it sets out how 

Central Bedfordshire will develop in the future. A 

Meppershall Neighbourhood Plan would specify how 

our village fits into this County-wide plan and would be 

referred to by officers when considering planning 

applications in Meppershall.  

Green Infrastructure Plan (GIP): 
Bedfordshire Rural Communities Charity has been 

asked to update the 2011 GIP for Meppershall. The 

community green infrastructure plan shows 

information about the existing environment, and 

identifies aspiration and proposals from community 

members to enhance the local green spaces and infrastructure. We will be asking for your involvement in 

helping shape the future of Meppershall.  

LOOK OUT FOR OUR STALL AT ‘MEPPFEST’ ON 14th JULY AT MEPPERSHALL ACADEMY AND OTHER FUTURE 

EVENTS, AND SUPPORT YOUR VILLAGE  

mailto:lovemeppershall@meppershall.org
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Church News and Events 
Parish Church of St Mary The Virgin 
(Church of England) 
Church Road, off Campton Road, Meppershall 
www.stmarysmeppershall.org.uk         
facebook.com/stmarysmeppershall  
 
Rector:  The Reverend Veronica Goodman 
01462 339962 – ronigoodman@gmail.com – usual day off Monday 
 
Churchwardens: 
Dawn Abbatt 01462 816962      Chris Valentine 01462 815971    
Email: Meppershall.PCC@gmail.com 
 
PCC Secretary: 
Anne Parsons 01462 813333 Email: annie10639@gmail.com 

Things to look out for in July… 

It’s a 5-Sunday month this July, so as always on that 5th Sunday we join with our 

friends from St Michael’s Shefford and this month it is in Meppershall. All 

welcome for breakfast (10am) and our special Benefice service (11am). It’s 

always a busy Sunday so why not pop in and, if you don’t yet know the church, 

meet a few new faces? We also have a Churchyard Working Party coming up on 

Saturday 4th August – make a date, come and enjoy the churchyard and help 

with a little job or two to keep it tidy and looking good! 

Message from St Mary’s… 

Our eldest son Pete and his wife Sarah came with our grandchildren Joey and 

Aoife last weekend.   Saturday was a glorious day.  Andrew, after spending a 

morning with a friend in his Kayak - had decided that we just had to have one.  

He reasoned that if we owned our own Kayak we would save money over time 

against the number of times we pay to hire one for an hour or so.  (I can’t 

remember when we last did that by the way but…!)  Anyway Andrew bought the 

Kayak and joined “British Canoeing” - and we set out for a river bank.   

And something was just perfect about Saturday. The sun shone and it was 

beautifully warm but not too hot. The water was calm and the dragonflies in 

their iridescent colours (Sarah’s particular delight) were dancing above the 

surface.   Andrew and Pete and Joey all had huge smiles on their faces as they 

paddled back and forth and “spun” the Kayak around.  I am not sure whether 
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they were on the River Ivel, or in their minds, whether they were navigating the 

Zambezi, or paddling through the Canadian Rockies… but they had a great time. 

After lunch we had to head to Dunstable and so spent the afternoon on the 

Downs.  Joey looked at the view and said “It looks like you can see the whole of 

the country from here” and he was not wrong!  We flew kites and played football 

with the little ones, ate ice-creams, bumped into some old friends and their 

children - and we really all had a wonderful day. 

I am ashamed to say it wasn’t really until I was telling some friends about it on 

Sunday evening - that I realised how thankful I was to God (even though I had 

forgotten to tell Him so!) for so many things about the day - the privilege of 

children and grandchildren, the weather, the water, the dragon flies, the joy and 

the laughter, the view, friends… so many things… it was just heavenly. 

As I shared I realised that for me too, it is sometimes easier to ask and rely on 

God when I need to, when things are difficult, and that is often… than to 

remember to say “thank you” when all is well. 

As holiday time approaches, may you have plenty of things to say thank you to 

God for: may you enjoy a summer filled with so many simple pleasures and 

glorious days that you recognise in them a hint and a promise of the heaven that 

is to come. 

Hopefully that will be true for all who come to SPARKS (from 13th -15th 

August) this year, children and helpers alike. Don’t miss it! 

Also, and on a very practical note: our churchyard remains for us all a beautiful 

and peaceful and well cared for part of our village thanks mostly to the care of 

families and volunteers. As you care for your family graves please do remember 

to consult the Churchyard Regulations (2004); these are intended to encourage 

good practices in order to create and maintain a place of peace, dignity and 

respect for the departed, and a safe space for human visitors and for wildlife.  

These can be found on our website Churchyard page at 

stmarysmeppershall.org.uk. 

You might also like to participate in our Churchyard Working Party days.  All are 

welcome for all or part of the day - and there are always a variety of jobs to be 

done. Next working party is on Saturday 4th August. 

With every blessing, Rector Roni 
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Services and Events – July 2018 - At St Mary’s unless stated below 

Date Time Service / Event 

Sunday 1st July 
5th after Trinity 

11.00am Holy Communion - Junior Church in the vestry 

Weds 4th July  10.00am Holy Communion 

Sun 8th July 
6th after Trinity 

8.30am 
11.00am 

2.15pm 
(from 
church) 

Holy Communion 
Morning worship – all welcome! 

Second Sunday Stroll – About 4 miles to the Old Oak 
at Arlesey by the station, via RAF Henlow and a section 
of the Hicca Way and Glebe Meadows Nature Reserve.  
For more info: Meppershall.PCC@gmail.com / tel. 
857836. 

Monday 9th July 7.15 for 
7.30pm 

Bible Society meeting: God speaks to Moses with 
Jonathan Gorsky. At St Michael’s Church, High Street, 
Shefford. 

Tues 10th July  2-4pm Rectory Tea - Chat and a cuppa, all welcome 

Weds 11th July 10.00am Holy Communion 

Friday 13th July 9pm Silent Together Come to enjoy the presence of God in 
the tranquillity of the church - 30 mins. 

Sun 15th July 
7th after Trinity 

8.30am 
11.00am 
4-6pm 

Holy Communion
 
Holy Communion 
Morning worship – all welcome! 
Deanery Youth Event at Flitwick 

Weds 18th July 10.00am 
2pm 

Holy Communion 
School Leavers’ Service 

Saturday 21st July 2pm “30 Years Celebration”  
Celebrating with Paul and Ann 

Sunday 22nd July 
8th after Trinity 

11.00am 
 

Holy Communion - Junior Church in the vestry 

Tuesday 24th July 2-4pm Rectory Tea - Chat and a cuppa, all welcome 

Weds 25th July 10.00am Holy Communion 

Sat 28th July 9.00am Celtic Morning Prayer 

Sunday 29th July 
9th after Trinity 

10am for 
11am 

Breakfast at 10 – and (at 11) all welcome for our United 
Benefice Service with friends from St Michael’s Shefford. 

 

Junior Church 

  St Mary’s Church, Meppershall 

     Junior Church (ages 3 to 12) 

         Sessions are 11am on: 

            Sunday 1 July & Sunday 5 August  
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Friends of St Mary’s Meppershall – Celebrating 25 Years 
Here in Meppershall in 1993, the late Reverend John Barrall – who was the Rector of the 

church at that time – founded a charity to support the fabric of the church building called the 

Friends of St Mary’s Meppershall.  It continues to thrive today.  At its January Village Quiz 

earlier this year – a regular favourite in the Meppershall calendar – “The Friends” (as the 

charity is often called) celebrated its 25th anniversary with The Reverend Barrall’s wife Joan 

attending. 

 

The late Trevor Thorley led The Friends for many years and he was recently commemorated 

by the installation of a new bench on the west face of the church overlooking the village’s 

unique manor house. Pictured above are Trevor’s daughter, granddaughter and wife Janet 

trying out the bench as it was officially opened by Rector Roni supported by friends from the 

church and the charity.  

 

Please come and enjoy the bench for yourself sometime!  As the church prepares for the 

major expenditure needed to restore its tower and transepts, the fundraising of both the 

church and The Friends is more important than ever. If you are interested to get involved or 

want to know more about this important work to support our village heritage, email 

Meppershall.pcc@gmail.com or pop in and have a chat at the church at any of its events.  
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Dementia – the Herbert Protocol 
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Meppershall Social Club 

Presents: 

 

Bingo Every Friday 

Eyes down @ 7.15pm 

Come and relax with friends and 

enjoy the fun of a great British 

tradition 

Cash prizes and a meat raffle 

every week. Clickety Click! 

 

Treasure Hunt & BBQ 

Sunday 19th August 12pm - Teams as 

big or small as you like. 

Fun for all the family! 

   

 

Race Night 
Saturday 14th July 7:30pm until late 

In aid of Meppershall Brownies 

Come and have a punt with family 

and friends - £2 members, £3 non-

members available from the Village 

Hall and Post Office Shop. 

 

 

All events at the Interim Village Hall  
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Saturday 
28th July & 25th august 2018 

7: 30PM  ‘till  late 

Meppershall Social Club 
Presents: 

a & B’s 

Vinyl Resurrection 

Roadshow 
At the interim village hall 



21 

 

 

MEPPERSHALL SOCIAL CLUB 

CLUB SOUND 

KARAOKE 
With 

Stu & dave 
Saturday 7th July & 4th Aug 

7.30pm till late 

(At Meppershall Interim Village Hall) 

1000’s of tracks to choose 
from all your karaoke 

favourites  
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The Meppershall Players 
 

As I write this we are three weeks away from our Not The End Of The Pier Show Extravaganza 

(29th & 30th June) with all the excitement and nerves that a live show generates among the 

cast & crew. By the time you read this in July it will all be done and dusted and we will be 

focusing on our next production, the ‘Snow White & the Magnificent Seven’ 2018 Pantomime. 

But before that we’d like to thank everyone who supported our stall at the S.T.M.A Fair at 

Digswell Park Shefford, Sunday 3rd June. The weather was beautifully sunny. We tried out our 

‘tombola with a twist’ for the first time - it went down well and we had a great time. We’ll be 

at Meppershall C of E Academy Summer Fete, Saturday 14th July, so you can have another go 

there. We’ll be at Shillington Summer Fete on Saturday 28th July - so a very busy month for 

the Meppershall Players. 

Our A.G.M is on Wednesday 11th July 7.30pm at Meppershall Interim Hall and is a great time 

to come and find out what we’re all about.  

The following Wednesday 18th July 7.30pm at the Interim Hall we have the read through for 

this year’s Panto. This is open to all ages, 9yrs to 90+. Auditions are on Wednesday 25th July, 

7.30pm at the Interim Hall; casting Wednesday 1st August when scripts will be handed out 

and measurements taken for costumes. 

Players dates for your diary: 

Wed 11th July Players’ A.G.M 7.30pm 

Sat 14th July Meppershall C of E Academy Summer Fete 

Wed 18th July Snow White Pantomime Read through 7.30pm 

Wed 25th July Snow White Pantomime Auditions 7.30pm 

Sat 28th July Shillington Summer Fete 

Wed 1st August Casting of Pantomime 

Fri 23rd & Sat 24th Nov Snow White Pantomime 2018 

Fri 30th Nov & Sat 1st Dec Snow White Pantomime 2018 

*********************************************************************** 

We would still like someone who loves to play piano for an ‘Old Time Music Hall Variety Show’ 

for 2019 and our V.E and V.J Shows for 2020, could this be you? If yes we’d love to meet you 

drop in on any Wednesday or contact Karen (Players’ Secretary) on the number below. Find 

the Meppershall Players on Face book (Meppershall Players Community) Insta-gram, Twitter, 

and Meppershall Village Hall Website. The Players meet every Wednesday evening at 7.30pm 

at the Interim Village Hall. Membership is currently free we welcome people from the age of 

9 to 90+, to indulge in all areas of theatrical performances, set building, costumes, directing, 

acting, make-up, song & dance, etc. Interested?  We look forward to meeting you!  
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Karen Mitchell (Players’ Secretary) 01462 816336 

Happy Pets at Home 

Cats ~ Dogs ~ Rabbits ~ Guinea Pigs ~ Hamsters ~ Gerbils 

Pet owners in Bedfordshire need no longer worry about trying to find someone to look after 

their pets. 

Happy Pets at Home - a service dedicated to looking 

after “home alone” pets - has just opened. 

 Business owner, June Atkinson says: “I offer a perfect 

solution for when you can't be there for your pet. 

“The response I have had has been amazing and I get 

a lot of satisfaction from knowing that I am giving 

owners peace of mind. My clients' pets are happy 

staying in familiar surrounds with a daily or twice daily 

visit to be fed and cared for, and above all, receive lots 

of TLC - therefore causing minimal stress to their 

wellbeing and allowing their daily routine to stay the 

same with one to one interaction.” 

Every pet visit is tailor made; it can be for a long 

weekend, your annual holiday, or you may have changing shift patterns at work. "Happy Pets 

at Home" caters for small caged pets as well as Cats and Dogs. At each visit, pet owners are 

sent a text to let them know that their pet is well and happy. It is a perfect alternative to using 

boarding catteries and kennels, without the upheaval and stress to your pet of being in an 

unfamiliar environment. 

As well as caring for your pet, your home will have that "lived in look".  Your curtains / blinds 

will be drawn / undrawn, lights switched on and off and your bins put out for collection. 

If you feel that your pet would benefit from a "home alone" visit, I offer a free no obligation 

visit to your home to meet you and your pet. 

Please contact June on 07950704980 or 01582 881482 

or email petvisitsatyourhome@aol.co.uk. 

Shefford Leisure Group                                          By Enid Pamment 
 

 

Our Leisure Group have been regular customers with City & Village Tours 

but until now only on day trips which were frequently taking us to The 

Cotswolds – always a very popular venue for us all.  Quite recently they 

have introduced ‘sleepovers’ giving people the opportunity of visiting 

more of the Cotswold countryside without having to travel backwards 

and forwards.  This idea proved extremely popular especially on the day 

when our Landmark coach arrived in Shefford – a new 33 seater coach 
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with our very pleasant driver Norbert – always on time and smiling.  Any apprehension I had regarding 

this trip was very soon put to the back of my mind as City and Village had thought of everything and 

presented me with a beautiful brochure containing anything I may need including emergency 

telephone numbers.  We arrived at Oxford Witney Hotel to meet up with our Guide Liz who came from 

Bristol. Liz soon put us all at our ease looking after every detail. After a very enjoyable 2-course carvery 

lunch (no time for a nap!) our first stop was to Downton Abbey where filming of the TV serial took 

place.  We then made our way back to the hotel to freshen up (or have a swim at the hotel’s lovely 

pool) and go for evening 3-course dinner.  After a good night’s sleep Liz was ready to take us to 

Painswick, Tetbury and at Malmesbury we enjoyed tea and cake at Abbey House Gardens – what a 

delight! The final beautiful day visited Bibury such a beautiful location – little houses made of Cotswold 

stone, a gentle river running alongside the road and the wildlife doing as they will.  This beautiful place 

is well known all over the World and didn’t we know it when all the coaches started pulling in!!  We 

then made our way to Cirencester for a 2-course lunch was enjoyed at The Black Horse.  In the 

afternoon we visited Fairford and Lechlade for a short river cruise to the highest point of the Thames, 

before saying our thanks and fairwell to Liz our Guide before making our way back to Shefford early 

evening.  A very busy and memorable time enjoyed by us all. 

On a beautiful sunny day we visited the Royal Albert Hall for a tour with our Guide who was so helpful 

with added humour!  Our group was split into two where we visited the hall, we were allowed to sit 

in one box quite near to where the Royal Box is, we were also allowed to view the Royal sitting room 

which lays behind.  The stage was very busy bringing all the stage props on to the stage from below.  

Building work is in progress at the moment digging down into the ground to build two floors below to 

house changing rooms for the artists and rooms for the props.  All so very busy.  Afterwards we were 

taken back to the Restaurant for our pre-booked 2-course lunch which was beautifully served.  We 

then had leisurely time until we re-met the coach, so on a beautiful day most of us went into 

Kensington Gardens, some ventured to the Palace whilst others viewed Princess Diana’s Memorial 

Gardens.  It was a joy to see families out enjoying their ice creams and surroundings.  Then it was time 

to make our way back to Shefford reflecting on the interesting events of the day.  

Let us hope we experience more of these wonderful days before the darker evenings come along.  

How time flies!!  Try not to overdo the gardening! Just enjoy the time of year.   

Enid                                                                                               

FORTHCOMING EVENTS PLANNED FOR 2018 

WINDSOR CASTLE & SAVILL GARDENS – Sunday 1st July 2018  

WISBECH ROSE FAIR (FESTIVAL DAY) – Saturday 7th July 2018 * 

SMUGGLERS & STRAWBERRY JAM (Essex) –  Monday 23rd July 2018 

HUNSTANTON – A Day at the Seaside Sunday 29th July 2018 

KEECH HOSPICE CARE FOR CHILDREN – Wednesday 8th August 2018 

LICHFIELD & THE NATIONAL ARBORETUM – Monday 3rd September 2018 

THEATRE ROYAL BACKSTAGE TOUR with a carvery lunch at The Strand Palace Hotel – Tuesday 4th 
September – Theatre Royal, Drury Lane.  Coach leaving Shefford at 9am.* 

BRICK LANE MUSIC HALL (London Palladium Show) – Friday 5th October with afternoon cream tea.  
Coach leaving Shefford at 9am.  *  

WARNERS – BEMBRIDGE I.O.W – 5th – 8th OCTOBER (Friday till Monday) 2018 

RPO SYPHONIC POP – Friday 12th October  Greatest pop hits performed by the Royal Philharmonic 
Orchestra – Held at the Royal Albert Hall – Arena and Circle Seats.  Coach leaving Shefford at 4pm.* 
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THURSFORD CHRISTMAS SPECTACULAR – Sunday 11th November 2018. (reserve list) 

JOHN RUTTER’S CHRISTMAS CAROL CONCERT (MATINEE) -  ROYAL ALBERT HALL – Tuesday 4th 
December – Arena, Circle & Choir seats available.* 

CLASSICAL SPECTACULAR ROYAL ALBERT HALL INCLUDING 1812 Overture and Fireworks – Sunday 
25th November – Leaving Shefford at 11.30am 

CRUISING INTO CHRISTMAS – Sunday 9th December 2018 Leaving Shefford at 11am to Greenwich and 
meet at the Pier for our cruise to London and meet the Guide and coach for a tour finishing at Covent 
Garden 

Kindly Note: Trips marked with a * have been arranged by Stevenage Group Travel. 

If there are only a few people booking trips organised by Stevenage Group Travel, to save time their 
‘regular’ pickups are Baldock, Letchworth, Hitchin and Stevenage as sometimes it is not viable for a 
coach to come to Shefford first and makes it difficult for driver’s hours etc.  We do hope you 
understand. 

LONDON SHOWS CURRENTLY AVAILABLE – ALL MATINEE PERFORMANCES 

(organised in conjunction with Stevenage Group Travel) 

PHANTOM OF THE OPERA – with a 2-course carvery lunch at Planet Hollywood – Thursday 12th July 
– Her Majesty’s Theatre – Stall Seats – Coach leaving Shefford at 9.15am. 

EVERYBODY’S TALKING ABOUT JAMIE – (Matinee) Wednesday 18th July – this is a true story and a hit 
musical – Apollo Theatre – Stall Seats – Leaving Shefford at 10.30am 

THE KING and I – (Matinee) – Wednesday 27th June 2018 – London Palladium – Royal Circle Seats – 
Coach leaving Shefford at 10.15am. (Reserve List only) 

TOMMY STEEL’S GLEN MILLER SHOW (Matinee) – Wednesday 15th August – A new musical 
celebration at London Coliseum – Stall Seats – Leaving Shefford at 10.30am. 

MATILDA THE MUSICAL (Matinee) Wednesday 5th September Cambridge Theatre – Stall Seats. – 
Leaving Shefford at 10.30am 

LION KING – Wednesday 12th September – Matinee Performance showing at the Lyceum Theatre – 
with carvery meal - Leaving Shefford at 9.15am 

Please telephone for prices and availability of any holidays, outings or shows listed above. 

Kindly Note: Trips marked with a * have been arranged by Stevenage Group Travel. 

If there are only a few people booking their trips, so save time their ‘regular’ pickups are Baldock, 

Letchworth, Hitchin and Stevenage as sometimes it is not viable for a coach to come to Shefford first 

and makes it difficult for driver’s hours etc.  We do hope you understand.  

For all holidays, including transport from Shefford and hotel accommodation, Shefford Leisure Group 

acts as an agent for the Tour Operator; their terms and conditions apply. 

Shefford Leisure Group is open to everyone in the local community, who feel they would like to join 

us on our ventures and see places they would not see under their own steam.  We are always happy 

to meet new friends. 

Raffles are held and all the proceeds are for Keech Hospice Care for Children.  For further information 

regarding dates, prices and availability or to receive our monthly newsletter, please contact Enid on 

01462 851397 or e-mail   enid.pamment@gmail.com. 

Enid Pamment – Shefford Leisure Group   

mailto:enid.pamment@gmail.com
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SPARKS Holiday Club – Info and Booking Form 
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Financial Matters                                                           By Paul Savuto 
Keeping your target retirement plans on track 

Most over-45s are not making plans to match their hopes for the future, according to research from 

Standard Life[1]. The vast majority (86%) of those aged 45 or over are already dreaming about 

escaping their working life for retirement, but only 8% of the same age group have recently checked 

the retirement date on their pension plans to make sure it is still in line with their plans. 

Over half (56%) don’t have a clear idea when they want to retire, and only one in ten (10%) have 

worked out how much income they’ll need when they decide to stop working. The study also reveals 

it doesn’t get much clearer as you go up the generations: less than a fifth (17%) of those aged between 

55 and 64 have recently checked to see if the retirement date on their pension policy is still fitting in 

with their plans. 

Setting your retirement date on a pension plan does matter 

Some people will have set their retirement date when they were in their 20s or 30s, and a great deal 

will have changed since then, including their State Pension age and perhaps their career plans. It may 

seem like a finger in the air guess when you’re younger, but the date that you set for retirement on a 

pension plan does matter. It will often dictate how your money is being invested and the 

communications you receive as you get nearer to that date. 

Why you need to keep your retirement plans up to date 

Right support, right time 

If the date you plan to retire changes, or you simply want to take some of your pension without 

stopping working, it’s important to tell your pension company. Otherwise, you may not receive 

information and support about your pending retirement at the most helpful times, as they’ll be basing 

this on your out-of-date plans. 

De-risking investments 

Some investment options will start to move your pension savings into lower-risk investments as you 

get closer to retirement. If you don’t have the right retirement date on your plan, you could be moving 

into these investments at the wrong time. For example, if you move into them too early, you could 

potentially miss out on investment returns which could increase the value of your pension savings. 

But if you move too late, you could be exposing your life savings to unnecessary risk. 

Investment pot size 

The size of the pension pot you need to build up to maintain your lifestyle when you come to retire 

will depend on when you plan to do so. 

Income for life 

If you’re planning to buy an annuity at retirement, which will guarantee you an income for the rest of 

your life, the amount of income you’ll get will depend on the size of your pot and annuity rates at that 

time. If you prefer to use your pension savings more flexibly, you can keep your money invested, and 

take it as and when you need. You’re then responsible for making sure your life savings last as long as 

you need them to. 

Work longer or retire earlier 

Reviewing your retirement date regularly as you get older makes real sense, and most modern pension 

plans enable you to change and update this date whenever you choose. It needn’t be the same as your 
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State Pension age – you might want to work longer or retire earlier. Some people who plan to slow 

down or stop work earlier are using money from their private pension savings to bridge the gap until 

they can start claiming State Pension. All you need to do is inform your pension company of your plans, 

even if they change again in future. 

It’s time to change the perception of protection 

Why do people see more value in insuring their pets than they do in insuring themselves or their 

income?  

If you ask the majority of people why they don’t have insurance, the biggest belief is that they don’t 

need it as they don’t think anything will happen to them?  

Yet we don’t drive around each year hoping we get in a crash to make car insurance value for money 

do we? At the end of each policy year we are happy we haven’t claimed!! It’s the same with home 

insurance, we don’t think it’s a waste of money if we don’t get burgled or a pipe bursts!  

*100% of people are happy they have insurance when a situation arises and they need it* 

It is a fact that 80% of homeowners are under insured in the event of death, critical illness, long term 

sick, accident or unemployment. However, it’s not only homeowners that need to protect their 

income. How will tenants pay their rent and bills if they lose their job and their employer only pays 

full pay for a month or two? 

As part of the service at DGS, we take the time to understand our client’s unique planning needs and 

circumstances, so that we can provide you with the most suitable solutions in the most cost-effective 

way. For a free review of your current plans and financial situation, please contact Paul Savuto, AFPS, 

Chartered Financial Planner. DGS Independent Financial Advisers Ltd. 07834 499595 or email 

ps@dgsifa.com.  I’m based in Meppershall and I’ll be happy to talk to you. 

 

The Summerfield Railway 
Bedford Model Engineering Society 

Summerfield Miniature Railway 

Off the A600 just past Haynes Turn 

Public Running Days in 2018 from 10.30AM to 4 PM 

JUNE Sunday 10th   SEPTEMBE
R 

Sunday 2nd   

 Sunday 24th   Sunday 16th 

JULY Sunday 8th  OCTOBER Sunday 7th 

 Sunday 22nd     Sunday 21st 

AUGUST Wednesday 1st *   Wed 24th (Half Term) * 

 Wednesday 8th *  DECEMBER Sat & Sun 8th/9th Santa 

 Wednesday 15th *   Specials – pre-booking 

 Sunday 26th   essential 

 Monday 27th (BH)   For further information,   
  see our website: 

    www.bedfordmes.co.uk 

    *On our Wednesday openings, only 
limited catering will be available.     

mailto:ps@dgsifa.com
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Birthday Greetings 

   

Meppershall Messenger birthday greetings to these three special people, each pictured here with 

their traditional cake and card from The Meppershall Messenger - Doreen Pritchard (left) at 90, 

Mary Thompson (centre) also 90 and Tony Primett (right) – a relative youngster at just 80. 

 

 

 

In Memoriam 
 

Doreen Downing who recently passed away having 

celebrated her 85th Birthday on 1st May.  

 

Loved and missed - Sally and Chris 

 

Condolences and best wishes from the Messenger team. 
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The Team 
 

CONTRIBUTIONS 

The Editor welcomes contributions to the Messenger, whether as letters, articles or notices.  

Contributions should preferably be as attachments to e-mail (address below) but handwritten 

contributions may be sent by post, or left in the folder kept at the Village Stores.  

Contributions should run to not more than one A5 page (except by prior arrangement) and 

should be received by the Editor not later than the 12th of the month for publication at the 

end of that month.   Contributions received after the deadline may be held over. 

 

DISCLAIMER 

The Editor reserves the right to omit or alter any advertisement or article and to change the 

content, format or issue date of the magazine without prior notice.  The Editor cannot be held 

responsible for the factual correctness of, or for any libellous comment or statement made in 

any advertisement, article or other contribution published in this magazine.  Every effort will 

be made to avoid any deliberate attempt to mislead or otherwise cause harm or damage to 

any person or persons by any advertisement, article or any other contribution published in 

this magazine. 

THE TEAM 

Joint Editorship James Read & 

Mick Ridley 

mepp.messenger@gmail.com  

Assistant Editor David Turner 2 Campton Road 813613 

Advertising Andrew Pain  

 

26 Fildyke Road 

andrewgpain@hotmail.com      

             07875 580069 

Distribution Colette House 90 Fildyke Road 815585 

colettehouse@gmail.com  

Production 

Co-ordination 

Enid Pamment 112 High Street    851397   

enid.pamment@gmail.com 

Treasurer John Thompson 16 Brookmead  812983 

 meppershallmessenger@meppershall.org  
 

Collating Dates for your Diaries – 2018/2019 

July 30 Double Nov 26 Double 

Sept 24  Jan 2019 28  

Oct 29  Feb 2019 25  
 

Please note that dates in the above table indicate the month in which the collating will take place, at 2.30 

pm in the Sugar Loaf.  The issue being collated will relate to the following month. 

mailto:andrewgpain@hotmail.com
mailto:colettehouse@gmail.com
mailto:enid.pamment@gmail.com
mailto:meppershallmessenger@meppershall.org

