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Editorial                                                    By James Read and Mick Ridley  

Last month’s “Is there anybody out 

there?!” editorial definitely reaped 

rewards.  You will see news and 

comments from across village life in this 

October issue.  “If a tree falls in a forest 

and no one is there to hear it, does it 

make a sound?”  Well, we definitely 

heard the leaves rustling and it is great to have your feedback and news items. 

Thank you! 

The month begins with the celebration of Harvest at church on 7th October.  It is 

that time of year when we all feel the changing of the seasons.  The hot summer 

that many of us enjoyed (and some struggled with) is a memory and the autumn 

colours and chills are arriving.  But we are left with a great harvest to enjoy and 

look back on in lots of ways. 

Farmers in Bedfordshire have told me that there was a negative impact of the 

hot weather on the size of the grain and the quality of the crops.  But this was 

balanced by such a dry season and such reliable weather forecasts that many 

had never seen an easier harvest for men and machines out on the land.  You 

know the saying… “Every cloud…” 

If Harvest is about reaping the rewards of seeds planted with care, Meppershall 

has some more great harvests to look forward to.  This term at Meppershall 

Church of England Academy the village welcomes a new Head Teacher, Mrs. 

Sledge.  We are sure she will arrive to find a school she can already be proud of, 

and one where her work and the work of the whole team of staff, governors and 

volunteers promises to deliver great things in the future.  We wish her, the 

children and the school team every success in the coming years. 

There are more seeds being planted.  The SPARKS holiday project did so much 

once again in the summer to give fun and friendship to around 90 children and 

to explore science, technology and what life is all about.  Read more about it 

later in this issue and join with us in congratulating Morag and Dawn on another 

wonderful achievement.  The new Meppershall Village Hall is nearing  
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completion and a new community is taking shape alongside it. In December it 

will host a pantomime from the Meppershall Players that is being carefully 

nurtured at this very moment!  With the new village hall comes a re-equipped 

and re-energised social club giving us fun and enjoyment for many years to 

come. There are lots of things growing, lots to get involved in, lots to enjoy. 

By the end of the month (28th October) the clocks will be going back.  

Meppershall will have its merry band of trick-or-treaters come Halloween – a 

time to respect those who don’t want to take part and also (if you’re playing) to 

offer a smile, a cheery hello and probably some chocolate to the little people 

who may come knocking on your door in costumes (scarier and funnier every 

year!) 

Enjoy the autumn, and help others enjoy it to.  On a serious note, the darker 

evenings and more wet weather mean new road safety risks, especially in rural 

areas.  Remember to make yourself visible if you’re walking, cycling or running 

and whenever possible wear hi-viz reflective items and use a torch.  When you’re 

behind the wheel, watch your speed. We have a 20 mph zone and a 30 mph zone 

in the village. We all go a bit too fast sometimes and the limits aren’t a 

suggestion, they are the law and they save lives. Although the limit on roads 

around the village is generally 60 mph that will often be too fast for the 

conditions and visibility, with runners and walkers still very much ‘out there’ well 

into the autumn and winter. I’m not trying to preach – I’m talking to myself as 

much as anyone!  Just want to keep those seeds we’ve planted safe. Read more 

at think.direct.gov.uk. 

Please enjoy this month’s issue and email us at mepp.messenger@gmail.com 

with your ideas and feedback. 

Letters to the Editors 

The Meppershall Messenger received correspondence regarding Asian hornets.  

St Albans Beekeepers Association are running a reporting service for sightings of 

Asian hornets which are not normally found in the UK but appear to be growing 

in numbers. They eat a range of British insects most worryingly including 

honeybees – destroying whole beehive colonies on occasions. They have the 

appearance of giant wasps but unlike normal hornets (which we occasionally see 

in rural Bedfordshire) Asian Hornets have more black and  

https://d.docs.live.net/923feb42ebb28913/think.direct.gov.uk
mailto:mepp.messenger@gmail.com


4 

some orange on their bodies and – crucially – yellow-tipped legs.  If you see one, 

email alertnonnative@ceh.ac.uk or message the Messenger team by email or 

on Facebook, ideally with a photo.  We are also able to share a link to an 

identification guide and more information – feel free to get in touch if this is of 

interest. 

 

The family of Joyce Harris would like to say thank you to everyone who donated 

to her two charities. A total of £1,690.87 was raised and will be sent to the Royal 

British Legion and the Salvation Army. 

 
Poem written by Anna Harris, Joyce’s granddaughter, who bravely read it at 
Joyce’s funeral: 
 
Nanny Joyce  
 
I cried again today nanny Joyce, I’m struggling without you here 
I don’t know when the pain will stop, it’s filling me with fear 
As I didn’t just lose my nanny that day, I lost my closest friend 
A magical kind of woman, with many hours I could spend  
 
I could think about for hours, what made you so unique 
Or the sadness I felt deep inside the last time I kissed your cheek 
The reason I feel so broken, because you were simply one of a kind 
Your love felt by all who are still here, the ones you left behind 
 
I’ve been going through the times we’ve had, like when we came to stay 
You’d push the two arm chairs together, and between them I would lay 
Our afternoons of berry picking, so you could make your lovely jam 
Or our trip on the barge with strangers, I thought you may kill aunty Sam 
 
So 90 years is not to be sniffed at, we were lucky to have you for so long 
But now you’ve gone back to grandad, by his side is where you belong 
Your memories will last forever, you are in all of us you see 
Now you better pop the kettle on, Ted will be waiting for his tea 
 
Joyce Mary Harris no other can compare 
And if I ever need you, I know you’ll always be there  
  

mailto:alertnonnative@ceh.ac.uk
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The Great Meppershall Yard Sale 
 
Prompted by the Messenger’s Facebook posts, here is a brief report of the day: 
 
Late July, I had a crazy idea of how much fun it could be if the village held a car 
boot sale and raise a few pounds for charity.  Obviously, without a suitable venue 
this was soon put out of my mind.  Until, that is, it morphed into a yard sale idea. 
At least that way there isn't the loading and unloading of cars involved. 
 
Fast forward to Saturday 15th September, when the event took place.  We ended 
up with 15 houses participating, each setting up stalls outside their houses 
selling all sorts of bits and bobs from Lego and crafty items, to bicycles and drum 
kits! (Well ok, only the one drum kit). 
 
In the spirit of car boots, each seller made a donation to appear on a map which 
hopefully made it easier for the bargain hunters to find each location.  Maps 
were on sale in the shop, and all monies donated from sellers and buyers have 
been donated to the two organisations that were decided upon, those being 
Meppershall Academy PTA and NEED. 
 
For a first time in planning anything like this, the sun being out really helped the 
general mood, and having had mostly positive feedback from both sellers and 
buyers as I toured round, I feel I can say it was a successful day. 
 
Yes, I have learnt an awful lot from it, and have noted suggestions for future 
(including planning it well in advance to be publicised on the Messenger’s 
Facebook page!) 
 
One final big thank you to all those that participated, both buying and selling, 
and a massive thank you to Ansell Village Stores for selling so many maps.  
Between you all we raised £90 to be split equally between the two 
organisations.  
 
As for another sale, well watch this space... 
Thank you 
Lee Whybrow 
 
The editors respond… Well done Lee on a great initiative and – on behalf of 
everyone – thanks for driving this nice contribution to village life! Hoping you 
have lots more good ideas up your sleeve…  
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Development Update 
 

Report from the Trustees of Meppershall Village Hall September 2018  

 

As we approach handover from Croudace in early November they are carrying 
out the final finishing and painting of the interior. As you may have seen the 
hoarding is coming down and everyone can see the Pre-school play area taking 
shape and the patio area which has been laid to the rear of the Social Area. 

 

In the Social Area the bar and café units are being constructed and the moveable 
partition doors between there and the games area have been installed. The 
kitchen is now fitted out and the main hall sound and lighting is in the final stages 
of installation. The Pre-school area is now ready for inspection by Ofsted which 
will happen in the near future. 

 

The next phase towards completion is the installation of additional items 
specified by the Trustees to make the building functional. We are very grateful 
to the Croudace team in assisting us with the installation of these items, which 
include a CCTV and Access Control system, wall-mounted televisions, bar and 
cafe equipment. There are additional items specified by the Trustees to be 
installed after completion such as a modular stage system, new furniture in the 
Social Area, Parish Council office and meeting room. 
 
Our next big task is to plan the move from the Interim Hall with as little 
disruption to our users as possible and we would ask for your understanding if 
normal operations or clubs are disrupted for a few days while this happens. 
 
In the New MVH we will have capacity for new activities so would now like to be 
talking to event, club or sports organisers, including wedding planners   
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(we will be licensed as a venue).  We have designed the building to meet the 
league standards for sports including indoor bowls, and to provide high quality 
audio visual in the Main Hall and stage with adjacent changing room facilities 
with showers.  The meeting room is ideal for small groups and presentations, 
fitted out with modern IT and TV screen facilities, available for hire by the hour, 
day or week.  Catering can be arranged, and we have lots of parking.  The new 
café will be a focus point for coffees, eating and social gatherings.  We are 
flexible on hiring rates, and risk sharing of costs for new ventures to assist in the 
first couple of years as activity builds up. 
 
We will be open for Christmas Events this year which will of course include the 
Pantomime from Meppershall Players ‘Snow White & the Magnificent Seven’ 
and various music and themed evenings organised by the Social Club. 

 

Photographs of the building during various stages of construction can be viewed 
using the menus of:-www.meppershallvillagehall.co.uk or 
www.meppershall.org which are updated on a regular basis. 
 
If you are interested in organising an activity to be held in the new facility from 
December 2018 please contact our Booking Secretary for initial discussions. 
bookings@meppershallvillagehall.co.uk . If you would like to use the sports field, 
please contact the Meppershall Parish Clerk to register your interest. 
clerk@meppershall.org 
 
The Pre-School, Bar, Snooker, Social Cub, Bingo, Brownies, Kickboxers and 
Meppershall Players continue to thrive in the Interim Village Hall and are looking 
forward to operating in the new Hall as soon as they can. New members and 
participants are welcome, contact details are available at 
www.meppershallvillagehall.co.uk follow the links in the left-hand column.  
 

  

http://www.meppershallvillagehall.co.uk/
http://www.meppershall.org/
mailto:bookings@meppershallvillagehall.co.uk
mailto:clerk@meppershall.org
http://www.meppershallvillagehall.co.uk/


8 

Parish Council Report 
Here are the main points from the Council meeting held on Monday 10th September 2018 in 

the Interim Village Hall 

Ward Councillor Liddiard reported the following: 

The Inspectorate review of CBC’s Local Plan is on schedule to take place in October 2018.  The 

Inspector has requested additional information on the ‘duty to co-operate’ with Luton 

Borough Council, who are still not sharing their reason for objecting to sign the document.  

Cllr Liddiard stressed that it is important to remember that the duty to co-operate is not about 

agreeing but about communication. All correspondence relating to the Local Plan can be 

viewed on the CBC Local Plan website.  

Local schools achieved good GCSE and A Level results which were above the national average.  

Discussions are currently being held regarding more 16+ provision in the local area.  

Planning and Housing  

Appeals:  

• Gladman / Stocken House site – CBC are requesting a judicial review and have 
submitted all information to the Courts.  They are awaiting the Court’s decision.  

New applications:  

• 10 Brookside, SG17 5SB - Single storey side/rear extension, Pitched roof, Alterations 
to front garage and entrance.  The council has no objections to this application  

• CB/18/03038/VOC - 10 Hoo Road, SG17 5LP - Variation to Condition No. 2 on 
application C B/18/01786/FULL - materials to be changed to: Facing brickwork: 
Hoskins Corum Roof covering: Mini stonewold slate grey tiles.  The council has no 
objections to this application 

Granted:  

• 77 High Street, SG17 5LY - Proposed demolition of conservatory & erection of single 
storey rear extension with raised roof line.  

• 82 High Street, SG17 5LZ - Front extension and rear/side extension.  

• 18 Shefford Road, SG17 5LN – Hip-to-gable loft conversion 
Stondon Surgery 

Cllr. Parsons has been attending meetings with other local parish representatives, the 

Bedfordshire Clinical Commissioning Group (BCCG) and Stondon Surgery with the aim of 

securing additional funds to allow the surgery to grow in line with planned developments in 

neighbouring villages.  Agreed actions resulting from the meetings include; BCCG and CBC to 

develop a map of expected growth in the local area, Stondon surgery to obtain 3 architects 

quotes to understand what can be achieve with the current premises, Stondon surgery to 

develop a collaborate service plan with the other 3 practices in the area,  BCCG to liaise with 

4 local practices concerning maximum patient list size that can be accommodated in current 

premises and follow up meeting planned.  
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Neighbourhood Plan 

Cllr. Thomason reported that meetings continue and that the group are working towards the 

production of a revised Green Infrastructure Plan.  The group is however struggling with 

membership due to the loss of a key team member and therefore needs volunteers who can 

focus on specific key areas.   

Highways and Transport  

Cllr. Smith reported on various road closures in the area over the coming month together with 

speed limit changes on the A421 into Milton Keynes. 

The Council discussed a proposal made by Cllrs. Bulley and Smith R regarding a safe route for 

pedestrians and cyclists from Meppershall to Shefford. Potential options were discussed and 

it was noted that a pedestrian route to Shefford may result in the loss of free school transport 

for village children but that this would need to be confirmed by CBC.  It was agreed that the 

Clerk would contact Shefford Town Council with ideas before approaching CBC as their 

support for the project would carry more weight with CBC.  

Environment and Leisure 

Cllr. Merryweather has attended meetings with the Village Hall Trustees and Croudace 

concerning specification and installation of new HAGS toddler and junior play equipment to 

be installed on the playing fields behind the new village hall and is happy with items proposed.   

Cllr. Merryweather has obtained quotations for adult gym equipment that could be installed 

by Croudace on the playing fields behind the new village hall if funds to purchase can be 

found.  Alternatively, they could be added to the Village Leisure Strategy.   

The Clerk advised that allotment tenancy agreements for the forthcoming year will be issued 

this month.    

Health & Safety and Ricks Management  

The Clerk advised that an annual play equipment inspection has been organised for w/c 17th 

September.  Quotations and draft layouts for signage required at Old Road Meadow have also 

been received but additional quotations are required. 

Finance 

Council reviewed the 2018/2019 budget v actual expenditure and found no issues.  Current 

s106 funds available were identified with the Clerk asked to confirm what cycle network and 

village hall funds can be used for. The external auditor Mazars LLP have concluded the audit 

of the Council’s Financial Accounts for the financial year ending 31st March 2018 and have 

identified no issues of concern.  Formal notification will be placed on the Council’s website.  

Next Meeting  

The next meeting will be held on Monday 8th October in the Interim Village Hall at 7:45pm  

 

Peter Chapman – Chairman     chairman@meppershall.org 
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Meppershall Academy & MAPTA                                                
 

 

I am delighted to be the new Headteacher of Meppershall Academy.  

My first two weeks in the school have been very positive and I have been 
welcomed warmly by the staff, children, their families and the congregation at 
St Mary’s.  

The school as you may already know has a focus on meeting the needs of every 
child ensuring that our children are at the heart of every decision we make. This 
focus, along with our core Christian values and a team of committed staff, 
governors and PTA, are what makes this school special. 

I am already enjoying getting to know the children as I spend time among them 
every day in their classrooms, at play and lunch times. As they begin a new year 
of their school journey in our care, my priority is ensuring the safeguarding and 
safety of all children, as well as developing teaching and learning. The children 
have all settled well and have already had some exciting days introducing our 
new topics. You may have noticed the village was taken over by aliens one day 
last week and on another, mountaineers!  

I am very fortunate to have a wonderful team of staff, governors and MAPTA 
volunteers around me dedicated to meeting the needs of all our children. They 
are a joy to work with, having shown real commitment, hard work and passion 
from the start.  

I am looking forward to building on the successful foundation established by Mrs 
Moore, and hope to maintain and strengthen links within the village community, 
Parish Church, and further afield. In that connection, please do contact the 
school if you would like to explore developing a link.  

Caroline Sledge - Headteacher   

 

A Message from MAPTA 

A very sincere thank you from MAPTA, our Schools PTA, to Lee Whybrow for 
organising the Meppershall Yard Sale and donating half of funds raised to 
MAPTA. This is very much appreciated indeed.  
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Meppershall Social Club 

Autumn 2018 
As there are a lot of new faces being welcomed into the village and the new 
village hall will soon be completed, we thought this month for a change we 
would give you a flavour of what goes on at the Social Club and seek out your 
views on what you would like to see in the future at the club. 

We have regular events at the Social Club; Bingo on a Friday Night, Barbeques, 
Quiz Nights, Karaoke, Discos & Vinyl Nights.   

We are fortunate to have snooker tables and will be re-joining the Biggleswade 
& District League again next year, once in the new village hall.  We have a 
number of crib and domino players and play in a local league.  We also have a 
darts team which has been dormant while we have been in the interim hall as 
there isn’t the space to play but hopefully this will be up and running again soon 
and of course we have a bar. 

Every year we also host a number of charity events raising £800-£1,000, split 
between our two charities, a local and a national one. 

We laid on a Race Night in July and with the sponsorship of local business and 
the money taken on the night we were delighted to raise £400 for the 1st 

Meppershall Brownies. 

 

In August we went pink for our national charity, Breast Cancer Care and raised 
£226 at a Quiz night, again many prizes were donated by local businesses and 
£121 at our Car Treasure Hunt. 

            

We are a very small committee and always welcome new ideas for future events, 

new members or people who are willing to help at our events.  If you are 

interested, please leave us a message on our Facebook page. 

  

https://www.breastcancercare.org.uk/
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Social Club continued… 

 

DATE EVENT DETAILS TIME 
 

6 October 
Karaoke – Choose you track and sing along, all 
are welcome. Members free entry non-
members £1 

 
8pm till late 

 
14 October 

Quiz - £1 per person, teams as big or small as 
you like.  50% goes to charity and the rest to 
the winning team 

 
7.30pm 

 
27 October 

Halloween Disco - £3 entry, details will be 
posted on Facebook & at the Social Club, all 
procced from ticket sales will be split between 
our charities 

 
TBC 

3 
November 

Karaoke – Choose you track and sing along, all 
are welcome. Members free entry non-
members £1 

 
8pm till late 

11 
November 

Quiz - £1 per person, teams as big or small as 
you like.  50% goes to charity and the rest to 
the winning team 

 
7.30pm 

 

Future events being planned are: 

• The opening of the Social Club in the New Village Hall – all drinks will be 

at special prices 

• An event on or around Christmas Eve. 

• A disco on New Year’s Eve. 
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Birthdays in October 
 

Greetings to Isabel Savuto, who will be 13. 

Betty Mather, of Fildyke Road, will be 90. 
Sylvia Mumford, also of Fildyke Road, will be 94. 

Obituaries 
 
Jenny Gilbert (Wanderbus Co-ordinator) died on 4th August 2018, aged 62. 
Condolences to Phil and family. 
 
Joyce Harris on 13 August 2018, aged 90. Condolences to Sam and all the family. 
 
Wendy Reece on the 9th September 2018, aged 69. Condolences to her sons 
Kevin and Richard and family.  More on Wendy in next month’s issue – she is 
greatly missed. 

 
Dorothy Morris, Monday 16th July 2018 aged 92.  Originally a school teacher in 
Luton, Dorothy started the Meppershall Messenger.  She also did the editorial 
and all the news of what went on in the village, including church news.  She was 
church warden at one time and organised barbecues for St Mary's and started 
the Sunday School for children at the Chapel.  
 
Dorothy organised a very popular fortnightly footpaths walk meeting at the 
village hall at 2pm.  We would then go back to one of the walker's house for a 
cup of tea.  She would have also organised events at her house.  All proceeds 
went to the Church.  Dorothy was a very generous lady. 
 
After her husband John passed away, she eventually moved to Wales where one 
of their sons lives.  My husband and I, and Archie Russel visited her there and 
spent a lovely few days with her. 
 
In 2010, we were delighted that Dorothy was able to return to Meppershall to 
attend the Messenger's 25th anniversary celebrations at the village hall and to 
see the new cabinet which had been made specially to house all the magazines 
(sadly, no-one still had the original volume 1, issue 1). 
 

Submitted by Joyce Smith 
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The Meppershall Players 
 

The Players’ A.G.M was held on Wednesday 18th July at Meppershall Interim 
Hall. Many items were discussed and voted upon, including a proposed name 
change back to the Meppershall Amateur Dramatic Society (M.A.D.S for short). 
The vote was in favour of staying the Meppershall Players. Membership was also 
voted upon with the majority voting for free membership. A new Committee 
was elected for 2018 and is as follows:  

Chairman - Thomas Mitchell, Treasurer - Paul Carne, Secretary - Karen Mitchell, 
Junior Members Representative - Laura Thompson, Joan Vernon, Claire Piller, 
Harvey Church.  

Rehearsals for Snow White and the Magnificent Seven Panto 2018 should be 
well underway by the time you read this. We were hoping to be in the New 
Village Hall for this production but alas it’s not to be so once again seating is 
limited. Last year we accommodated 50 people per performance, but by 
changing the stage layout we can comfortably seat 60 (half that of our 120 in 
the old hall). We have also learned how to make something from nothing. How? 
I hear you ask; by the pure enthusiasm and determination of the Players to 
entertain our audiences (come and see us you’ll be amazed). 

Tickets are now on sale for ‘Snow White & the Magnificent Seven’ Panto 2018 
and can be purchased on Wednesday evenings at Meppershall Interim Hall from 
7.30pm till 10pm and by calling Karen 01462 816336 (at the time of writing this 
we are still in the process of setting up   online ticket sales). 

Due to our overheads (we still have to pay rent, stage or no stage and reduced 
seating) the Players have had to put their prices back to normal except for 
matinees (Normal is the prices we charged when we were in the old hall) 
Matinees only all tickets £5. Evenings £8 Concessions £7 Last Night all tickets 
£10. Performance dates for your diary: Fri 23rd, Sat 24th, Fri 30th Nov & Sat 1st 
Dec  

**************************************************************** 

Find the Meppershall Players on Face book (Meppershall Players Community) 
Insta-gram, Twitter, and Meppershall Village Hall Website.  

The Players meet every Wednesday evening at 7.30pm at the Interim Village 
Hall. Membership is currently free we welcome people from the age of 9 to 90+, 
to indulge in all areas of theatrical performances, set building, costumes, 
directing, acting, make-up, song & dance, etc. Interested?  We look forward to 
meeting you.           Karen Mitchell (Players’ Secretary) 01462 816336  
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Church News and Events 
Parish Church of St Mary The Virgin (Church of England) 

Church Road, off Campton Road, Meppershall 
www.stmarysmeppershall.org.uk         facebook.com/stmarysmeppershall 

 
Rector:  The Reverend Veronica Goodman 

01462 339962 – ronigoodman@gmail.com – usual day off Monday 
Churchwardens: 

Dawn Abbatt 01462 816962      Chris Valentine 01462 815971    
Email: Meppershall.PCC@gmail.com 

PCC Secretary: 
Anne Parsons 01462 813333 Email: annie10639@gmail.com 

Message from St Mary’s… 

A little late I know, since we are all well into the swing of autumn and the new 

school year by now, but I do hope that you had a good Summer. We certainly 

had a wonderful time at SPARKS holiday club and I want to thank once again 

everyone who helped make that happen and run smoothly and safely. 

SPARKS requires so many different gifts and talents - so much willingness, 

flexibility, creativity, patience and generosity to make it work - that it is a great 

example of “teamwork”.  That wonderful passage in St Paul’s first letter to the 

Corinthians tells us that with our different gifts and talents we are all like parts 

of one body - no part unnecessary and all needing to work together for the 

whole body to be healthy.  It is impossible for me to thank everyone individually 

here - but special thanks must be given to Dawn Abbatt and Morag DeLuca who 

make it all happen.  Special thanks also to this year’s special guest our scientist 

Lizzie from the Faraday Institute in Cambridge (meet her on our facebook page 

if you haven’t already). 

Sparks reminds us that as a church we are gathered together by God’s invitation 

around the teaching of the apostles, the fellowship (church community), the 

breaking of bread, and prayer (Acts 2:42).  And as one family we aim to laugh 

and work and play and pray and even to weep and mourn together. In this 

moment many of us are so sad at the death of a dear friend to the church and 

to so many others, Wendy Reece.          

However, we are not called to be an exclusive club or a “holy huddle”.  We are 

called to be open and welcoming and to reach out in love and service. 
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In our vision / mission statement we have said that “We will be a growing church, 

going deeper into God together - known as followers of Jesus, spreading the 

Good News, “with a heart for the community, at the heart of the community, 

making a difference in the community”. It is a bold and exciting vision… that we 

seek by the grace of God to be making a true and present reality. 

We have an exciting Autumn ahead of us! 

Several Baptisms are coming up - welcoming new little ones to the world and 

new families to the Church and to Meppershall. On October 7th we have our 

Harvest celebration thanking God - and our farmers - for the abundance of our 

food. Our annual Village Pet Blessing is Oct 21st and (Yes!) your pet is welcome 

to come to Church as we give thanks to God for the love and care our pets lavish 

on us! Canines, Felines, Reptiles, Birds, Rodents, Insects – we hope to see most 

of the animal kingdom represented! 

We will commemorate Remembrance Sunday together - this year on Sunday 

11th November with its special celebration of 100 years since the ending of 

World War I, in the memory of so many who sacrificed their lives to bring us 

peace.   

As we move into Advent - Matthew Jones will once again come set us off on the 

right track with “A Christmas Carol”. Our Christingle service on Dec 9th will 

enable us to enjoy the magic of the Christingles while we raise money for 

children who really need our help and support. And I believe Santa is making 

arrangements to make a pre-Christmas visit to everyone again this year too.  And 

let’s not forget all the “usual stuff”!!! Do check out our facebook page 

facebook.com/stmarysmeppershall or the board at the back of the Church for 

up-to-date info. 

It is all fun and exciting - and all hard work - but with so much reward too, in so 

many ways. Please come, please join in, in whatever way you can, with whatever 

appeals to you. 

We have prayed particularly this month that God will bless our School, our 

children and families, our staff and our new head Mrs Sledge. As we get closer 

to Christmas, I pray with Scrooge and Tiny Tim (!) -  “God bless us, Every one!” 

Best wishes 

Rector Roni 
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Services and Events – October 2018 At St Mary’s unless stated below 

Date Time Service / Event 

Sunday 30th Sept 
19th after Trinity 

9am for 
10am 

At St Michael’s, Shefford, our United Benefice Service 
with breakfast at 9 and service at 10. 

Weds 3rd October  10.00am Holy Communion 

Sunday 7th 
October 
20th after Trinity 

11.00am Harvest Festival Holy Communion, plus Junior Church. 

Mon 8th October 7.15 for 
7.30pm 

Bible Society. God Speaks. Did you notice my servant Job?  
Speaker: Jenny Dann at St Michael’s, Shefford. 

Tues 9th October  2-4pm Rectory Tea - Chat and a cuppa, all welcome 

Weds 10th 
October 

10.00am Holy Communion 

Fri 12th October 9pm Silent Together Enjoy the presence of God in the 
tranquillity of the church - 30 mins. 

Sun 14th October 
21st after Trinity 

8.30am 
11.00am 

2.15pm 
(from 
church) 

Holy Communion 
Morning worship – all welcome! 

Second Sunday Stroll – a loop out via Crackle Hill to 
Campton, Campton Plantation and back via Shefford 
Hardwicke, Shefford and Polehanger. 6 miles. More info: 
Meppershall.PCC@gmail.com, tel. 857836. 

Weds 17th 
October 

10.00am Holy Communion 

Sun 21st October 
22nd after Trinity 

8.30am 
11.00am 

Holy Communion
 
Holy Communion 
Pet Blessing Service – all welcome! 

Tuesday 23rd Oct 2-4pm Rectory Tea - Chat and a cuppa, all welcome 

Weds 24th 
October 

10.00am Holy Communion 

Saturday 27th Oct 9.00am Celtic Morning Prayer (breakfast from 8ish) 

Sunday 28th Oct 
23rd after Trinity 

11.00am 
 

Holy Communion - Junior Church in the vestry 

Weds 31st 
October 

10.00am Holy Communion 

 
Remembrance Sunday 11th November 2018  

We hope to welcome as many people as possible to remember and mark our 
respect on this 100-year anniversary of the end of WW1. As a reminder, we 
very much want your stories of that period 100 years ago and to those lost and 
named on our memorial.  
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Junior Church 
 
St Mary’s Church, Meppershall, Junior Church 
 
 

Our next sessions are: 
Sunday 7 October & 

Sunday 4 November 

11am at St Mary’s Church 

(ages 3 to 12) 

Community Transport  
 

STARTING 15th OCTOBER 2018 

A NEW COMMUNITY TRANSPORT 
OFFERING FOR THE  
MID-BEDS AREA 
ALL VEHICLES ACCESSIBLE FOR THOSE 

WITH REDUCED MOBILITY  

‘End to End’ journey possibilities 
Ampthill – Arlesey – Biggleswade –Cranfield – Flitwick – Harlington –  

Potton – Sandy - Shefford – Stotfold – Woburn - & into Bedford 

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION - RING 01234 834933 

‘Connecting our Communities in Greensand Country’ is provided by 

Bedfordshire Rural Communities Charity, supported and working in 

partnership with Central Bedfordshire Council. 
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Sparks 

 

What a wonderful time we had 

at Sparks Holiday Club this 

year! Our young inventors 

came from Monday 13th- 

Thursday 16th August, and 

joined us in St. Mary’s Church 

for four jam-packed days of 

madness, inventing and robot 

filled fun. 

We learnt about creation, and how God created the world and everything in it, how God was 

the original inventor and that we can see his care and design all around us. Did you know that 

the bombardier beetle holds three elements in its bottom which when combined cause a mini 

explosion? Have you seen the ugly blobfish? 

The children were divided into six coloured groups led by a team of intrepid and slightly mad 

professors, and ably assisted by our sashes or droids (young helpers) we made yukky slime, 

invented our own wobble bots which actually moved, and marshmallow robots, light up 

robots, grass heads and many other fun activities. The children decorated the church and 

turned it into top secret labs, we sang, we danced, we played and enjoyed another 

memorable Watt Family drama. On the final day we had a visit from the real life scientist Lizzie 

Henderson from The Faraday Institute of science and religion who spoke to us about God and 

Science; she helped us to extract DNA from strawberries and set her hand on fire for our 

amusement.  

Lastly, we looked at ourselves, the last thing God created was us- people, and we are the high 

point of creation, his finest work. He created us unique, each with our own gifts and talents, 

able to think and feel- not like robots. He did this because he loves us, and is so proud of us, 

and wants to be our friend now and always. 

For more pictures and videos including an interview with Lizzie please see our church 

Facebook page St Mary’s Meppershall.  

Sparks runs every year during the summer holidays, the prospective dates are 12-15th August 

2019 but these are to be confirmed by Jan 2019. Please register quickly next year as we were 

full this year! 

Thank you to the amazing group of helpers both at Sparks and behind the scenes, it’s a team 

effort and couldn’t be done otherwise; there is always room for more like-minded people if 

you feel helping at Sparks might be for you. Please get in touch. 

Thanks to all of you for coming and supporting, the aim of sparks is to provide a service to our 

community and part of our church outreach, but also to show you what is possible in church.  

Church can be fun, and messy and different.  

I will look forward to seeing you next year! Love Professor Risa Urcher 
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Meppershall Pre-School 

October Ponderings 
Firstly, I would like to extend a warm welcome to all our new families this term. We have over 
12 new children with us who have settled in very quickly. We pride ourselves at Meppershall 
Pre-school by helping each and every child adapt during a transition and helping to make them 
more resilient to the changes throughout their lives. This leads me on nicely to discuss the 
very exciting change now imminent for all of us. In a few weeks’ time during half term we 
should be moving across to our fabulous new Pre-school attached to the new Village Hall 
which looks equally impressive. We help all our children adapt to this change by including 
them in the process and helping them understand what is going on and what is going to 
happen next. We have been very lucky to have built up a great relationship with the project 
manager Simon Adamson from Croudace who has allowed us to visit site with the children 
when safe to do so, and also arranged other visits to keep us updated and to show the children 
some of the amazing machinery we can hear and watch at work. This has been a highlight for 
many of our children. There has also been a lot of planning behind the scenes to make sure 
the move across goes smoothly. Thank you to everyone for all their hard work so far!    
 
As I mentioned in the last issue our re-launch is not going to be a quiet affair, we want to share 
with you all just how keen we are to make our learning environment very inviting, even richer 
and more stimulating for everyone who comes to Pre-school, the heart of our thriving village. 
Look out for details about our big open day so you can all come and see the amazing new 
indoor and outdoor facilities we have to offer, our exciting fresh image, and you can meet the 
wonderful team of staff and committee members who make our Pre-school unique and a 
special place to grow. This team also provide children with the stability and security they need 
whilst they get used to their new surroundings. More information to follow about this exciting 
event. All of the community welcome!   

 

The highly qualified diverse team at Meppershall Pre-school is 
dedicated to offering the best possible care to all our children by 

creating a safe and stimulating environment,  
encompassing all individual needs.  

We are currently open every weekday from 9:15am till 3:15pm (term 
time only) and take up to 24 children in each session from in and 
around the surrounding areas. We will soon be offering extended 

opening hours from 8am till 4:30pm! (term time only) 
 

 Some of our sessions are nearly full. Please ring Tamsin on 07816 357159, 
 or email meppershallps@gmail.com, 

 to enroll your child or join our waiting list. 
 

OFSTED URN EY551988                                     Registered Charity: 1031913  
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Shefford Leisure Group                                          By Enid Pamment 
 
What a wonderful Summer has now past, however I think many of 
us are viewing our gardens, the annual flowers certainly took their 
toll and some of the small plants and trees also seemed to be crying 
out for a little TLC!!  The grass is coming to life with a little colour 
rather than the dried up straw we call ‘lawn’ but ours certainly has 
more weeds and most definitely needs attention! 
 
We hope everyone enjoyed their holidays and day trips during the summer months, although 
we had a ‘Seaside’ trip planned and we picked the coldest wettest day of August, after 
chatting with people who had booked, it was a unanimous decision to cancel!!  Buckets and 
Spades have now been safely put away until next year!  Who says one can rely on the English 
climate! 
 
Really, it is difficult to think back where this year has gone – weeks and months have passed 
like a flash.  Now we are looking towards seasonal months like ‘Halloween’, Firework Night, 
Seasonal Christmas shows etc. We are not allowed to forget, as not only do the children 
remind us but all is displayed in the shops! 
 
Enid  
                                                                                                   
FORTHCOMING EVENTS PLANNED FOR 2018 
 
BRICK LANE MUSIC HALL (London Palladium Show) – Friday 5th October with afternoon cream 
tea.  Coach leaving Shefford at 9am.  *  
WARNERS – BEMBRIDGE I.O.W – 5th – 8th OCTOBER (Friday till Monday) 2018 
RPO SYPHONIC POP – Friday 12th October.  Greatest pop hits performed by the Royal 
Philharmonic Orchestra – Held at the Royal Albert Hall – Arena and Circle Seats.  Coach leaving 
Shefford at 4pm.* 
THURSFORD CHRISTMAS SPECTACULAR – Sunday 11th November 2018. (reserve list) 
CLASSICAL SPECTACULAR – Sunday 25th November (Matinee).  Leaving Shefford at 12.30pm. 
This includes the famous 1812 Overture, Music, Lasers, Lights, including fireworks at the Royal 
Albert Hall. The seats are Row 9 Choir.  We anticipate arriving back to Shefford by 7pm approx. 
JOHN RUTTER’S CHRISTMAS CAROL CONCERT (MATINEE) -  ROYAL ALBERT HALL – Tuesday 
4th December – Arena, Circle & Choir seats available.* 
CRUISING INTO CHRISTMAS – Sunday 9th December 2018 Leaving Shefford at 11am to 
Greenwich and meet at the Pier for our cruise to London and meet the Guide and coach for a 
tour finishing at Covent Garden 
ST.ALBANS CHRISTMAS MARKETS, plus carols in the Cathedral – Sunday 16th Dec 2018 
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Coming to Milton Keynes Theatre in 2019: 
JOSEPH & HIS AMAZING TECHNICOLOUR DREAMCOAT – (Matinee) –  
Wednesday 10th April 2019. Leaving Shefford at 1pm  
LES MISERABLES – Thursday 30th May (Matinee) Leaving Shefford at 1pm  
 
LONDON SHOWS CURRENTLY AVAILABLE – ALL MATINEE PERFORMANCES 
(organised in conjunction with Stevenage Group Travel) 
RPO Symphonic Pop – Friday 12th October (Evening) – Royal Albert Hall – Greatest Pop hits 
and anthems. Arena and Circle Seats available – Coach leaving Shefford at 4pm. 
TINA TURNER – Monday 10th December (evening). – Stall Seats – Leaving Shefford at 4.15pm. 
(Reserve list only)  
KINKY BOOTS (EVENING) Tuesday 30th October. Brit. with five-inch sequinned red heels on 
takes you from the factory floor to the glorious catwalk of Milan.  Showing at the Adelphi 
Theatre – Stall Seats – Coach will leave Shefford at 4.15pm. (approximately) 
MAMA MIA – (EVENING) – Tuesday 30th October.    This ultimate musical has been seen by 
over 7 million people in London where it continues to break box office records.  Showing at 
the Novello Theatre – Stall Seats – Coach will be leaving Shefford at 4.15pm (approximately). 
RPO Verdi Requiem: Tuesday 20th November (Evening) at The Royal Albert Hall.  Don’t miss 
the opportunity to experience the thrill of Verdi’s powerful music in the glorious surroundings 
of the Royal Albert Hall.  Arena Seats row 2 and Circle Seats row 1.  Coach will leave Shefford 
at 4.15pm. (approximately) 
 
Please telephone for prices and availability of any holidays, outings or shows listed above. 
 
Kindly Note: Trips marked with a * have been arranged by Stevenage Group Travel. 
If there are only a few people booking their trips, so save time their ‘regular’ pick-ups are 
Baldock, Letchworth, Hitchin and Stevenage as sometimes it is not viable for a coach to 
come to Shefford first and makes it difficult for driver’s hours etc.  We do hope you 
understand.  
  
For all holidays, including transport from Shefford and hotel accommodation, Shefford 
Leisure Group acts as an agent for the Tour Operator; their terms and conditions apply. 
   
Shefford Leisure Group is open to everyone in the local community, who feel they would like 
to join us on our ventures and see places they would not see under their own steam.  We are 
always happy to meet new friends. 
 
Raffles are held and all the proceeds are for Keech Hospice Care for Children.  For further 
information regarding dates, prices and availability or to receive our monthly newsletter, 
please contact Enid on 01462 851397 or e-mail enid.pamment@gmail.com. 
 
Enid Pamment – Shefford Leisure Group   
 

  

mailto:enid.pamment@gmail.com
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Financial Matters                                                           By Paul Savuto 
ARE MILLENNIALS SAVING ENOUGH FOR RETIREMENT? 
Rising house prices, burdensome student debt and a low-wage economy have 
all contributed to millennials feeling under financial pressure. 
 
However, the good news is that many more people in the 18 to 35 age range are 
regularly saving into a pension than ever before. According to data from the 
Intergenerational Commission, a decent pension ranks as the second biggest 
area of concern for young people’s prospects, second only to housing. 
 
PENSION SAVING IS BECOMING THE NORM 
Auto-enrolment has been a great success in improving the proportion of pension 
savers, particularly among the younger age group, where participation levels 
have increased significantly. However, it is crucial that those being auto-enrolled 
into pension schemes for the first time do not consider it ‘job done’ and 
disengage from their savings. 
April saw the minimum auto-enrolment contribution increased to 3% of 
qualifying earnings for employees and 2% for employers, and although staff can 
opt out of their workplace pension scheme, figures to date show that fewer than 
expected have chosen to do so. Whether more will opt out as the minimum 
contribution increases to 5% for employees and 3% for employers in April 2019 
remains to be seen. It’s to be hoped that having embraced the pension saving 
habit and got used to receiving regular statements showing how their money is 
growing, they will be sufficiently incentivised to stay the course. 
 
MORE IS NEEDED TO SECURE A COMFORTABLE RETIREMENT 
The problem remains that to retire with pensions that are comparable to those 
of their parent’s generation, millennials will need to think about contributing far 
more than auto-enrolment. This could prove difficult if they simply don’t have 
the spare cash available to top up their pension savings. Employers will have an 
important role to play in ensuring that employees receive every encouragement 
to keep saving during their working lives; they could help by allowing workers to 
sacrifice part of their salary or bonus to make pension contributions. 
 
AVERAGE PRIVATE SCHOOL FEES RISE ABOVE £17,000 – HOW TO SAVE FOR 
YOUR CHILD 
According to the annual census of leading independent schools, the average fee 
for attending a private school is now over £17,000 a year (Independent Schools 
Council, 2018). Despite the rising cost of fees, private education  



24 

continues to remain popular, with the number of pupils reaching 529,000, the 
highest figure since the Independent Schools Council began collecting data in 
1974. 
 
IT PAYS TO PLAN EARLY 
After buying a home, school fees could be a family’s largest expense, especially 
if you have several children to put through school and college. Starting to save 
from the day the children are born and encouraging other family members to 
contribute to accounts like Junior ISAs, can all help in building up the amount 
needed in fees. If you have more than ten years to go before schooling starts, 
then it’s worth considering stock market investments. Whilst your money will be 
exposed to risk, it also has the potential, although not the guarantee, to outstrip 
the returns you would get in an average savings account. 
 
Parents can make use of their annual ISA allowance (£20,000 for 2018–19). 
Money invested in an ISA grows in a tax free fund and can be withdrawn to meet 
fees without incurring tax. Increasingly, grandparents are looking at passing 
money on to their grandchildren during their lifetime as a way of reducing the 
value of their estate for inheritance tax purposes, either by giving a lump sum or 
setting up a trust for the benefit of the child. 
 
LOANS, REMORTGAGES AND PENSION LUMP SUMS 
Using offset mortgages or remortgaging their property are also common ways 
of raising the cash for fees. In some instances, older parents are taking their 25% 
tax-free pension lump sum and using the money to educate their offspring, 
although care needs to be taken to ensure the parents leave themselves enough 
money for their retirement. 
 
If you’re considering paying for your child’s education, taking professional advice 
can help you plan effectively for the years that lie ahead. 
 
As part of the service at DGS, we take the time to understand our client’s unique 
planning needs and circumstances, so that we can provide you with the most 
suitable solutions in the most cost-effective way. For a free review of your 
current plans and financial situation, please contact Paul Savuto, AFPS, 
Chartered Financial Planner. DGS Independent Financial Advisers Ltd. 07834 
499595 or email ps@dgsifa.com.  I’m based in Meppershall and I’ll be happy to 
talk to you.  

mailto:ps@dgsifa.com
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Notices 

‘TRUGS & TROWELS’  

Campton Gardening Club 
 

Our next meetings will be on 

Monday, 1st October – ‘Gardening for Wildlife’ talk by Betty Cooke 

and 5th November – ‘Britain in Bloom’ talk by John Crawley 

at Campton Village Hall, 7.30-9.00pm 

Everyone Welcome - Admission £3 

For more information, please contact…  Maryika 01462 851729 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Summerfield Railway 

Bedford Model Engineering Society 

Summerfield Miniature Railway 

Off the A600 just past Haynes Turn 

Public Running Days in 2018 from 10.30AM to 4 PM 
OCT Sunday 7th   For further information, 

 Sunday 21st   see our website: 

 Wed 24th (Half Term)*   www.bedfordmes.co.uk 

DEC Sat & Sun 8th/9th Santa   *On our Wednesday openings, only limited 
 Specials – pre-booking   catering will be available. 

 essential    

 
  

 

 

 

 

Saturday 6th October – Live music with Roughage.  
A four-piece acoustic band from Baldock area. 

Saturday 20th October – Live music with Acoustic Mice.  A three-piece acoustic 
covers band.  This group have plated at the Ale House many times, always a great 

night of music. 
 

 



26 

Want to meet new people in our community? 
We are seeking ideas for like-minded people to share & enjoy in our new 

village hall 
We would love to see the new hall being used by a wide range of our villagers 

for many different and new activities 
Let’s aim to offer something new for both DAYTIME and EVENINGS 

How about a get together playing a tune on your musical instrument, a 
workshop making gift cards, and a flower arranging demonstration or 

workshop? 

What would you like? 

That’s everyone – tots, teenagers, adults, ladies & gents.  
Come on, let us know! 

To kick us off we thought of offering a few activities in the new Café - 
How about:  Knit & Natter, Cards & Dominos, a New Book Club, Adult 

Colouring, and Lego building for young ones ? 
► Let us know your thoughts and ideas on what you would like to do. 

► If you have a skill or hobby you would like to share please do let us know. 
Please contact Kim Tyler on: Mobile 0795 255 7203 or Email me at 
kim@randall-tyler.org.uk  
**************************************************************** 

Tribute to Jenny Gilbert 

Jenny Gilbert, who was a long-term resident of Meppershall with her husband 
Phil, applied and got the job of Wanderbus Co-ordinator in October 2012, 
probably because she was the only applicant at the time! 
Since that time and her retirement due to declining health, in early 2018, she 
has been a stalwart of Wanderbus and all its activities. 
Jenny set about this task in her usual organized way, getting to grips with the 
details of route registration, driver rostering, vehicle maintenance and all the 
various rules and regulations covering the operation of a public bus service by 
volunteers. She also learned to drive the bus, becoming the regular “relief” 
driver for all the routes. Jenny was also the ‘driving force’ in obtaining a large 
monetary grant from the Department of Transport for a brand-new second bus. 
Her friendly smile and capacity to not let anything stand in her way resulted in 
the expansion of Wanderbus to its present two bus operation and the help of a 
large volunteer driver cadre. 
 
Jenny is sorely missed by all those involved in Wanderbus but, we continue to 
provide a valued service to the local community of ‘Bus’ users, many of whom 
would not get to meet and speak to other people if our service did not exist. 
Contributed by Wanderbus Volunteers  

mailto:kim@randall-tyler.org.uk
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New Bus Launch for Wanderbus 
 
               
              17th July 2018 
 
 

 

 The Mayors of Stotfold & Shefford, 
along with Councillors from local 
Town & Parish Councils and 
Trustees from several charitable 
organisations that provided 
financial support, were at Mount 
Pleasant Golf Club with the 
Wanderbus Committee and several 
of the volunteer drivers, for the 
formal launch of their new bus. 

 
Reverend Roni Goodman, of Meppershall Parish, gave a speech and 
offered a prayer before pressing the ‘open’ button to bring the new bus 
into full service. 
 
Wanderbus, based in Meppershall, 
provides fixed route Community Bus 
Services to all residents of the 
villages around Stotfold and 
Shefford. Run entirely by volunteers, 
they operate two Orion 16-seater 
buses providing services to the local 
villages where CBC contracted bus 
operators either offer infrequent 
services, unsuitable timings or no 
service at all. 
 
In existence since 1989, Wanderbus is open to all passengers and 
accepts cash fares and concessionary travel passes in the same way as 
the main bus services. They provide services to Baldock, Bedford, 
Biggleswade, Hitchin, Letchworth, Milton Keynes, St Neots & Welwyn 
Garden City.  
 
For timetable information visit www.wanderbus.org.uk or call 0300-123-
3023.  
  

http://www.wanderbus.org.uk/
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 38th Shefford Craft and Produce Show 
 

 

The Show was held at the beginning of September and the committee would like 

to thank everybody who entered or visited during the afternoon and helped to 

make it a success. Entries were up on last year and it was lovely to see some new 

faces among the people taking part. Once again, we had some lovely exhibits 

(from adults and children) and even though we’ve not had the best growing 

conditions this year, we still had some very good entries amongst the garden 

flowers and produce.  

 

The committee itself is small and we would not be able to put the Show on 

without the help of a number of other people. We would like to thank our 

judges, the people who help us in varying ways on the day of the show itself and 

last but not least the individuals and groups who support us in varying ways 

during the year. 
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Festival for Older People 
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The Letchworth Centre For Healthy Living 
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Biggleswade Ivel Rotary Club 

 

Making a Difference 

Have you ever thought that you are not doing too badly compared to many other 

folks? Have you thought that you would like to give something back, to do 

something for people not as fortunate as you? 

Rotary Clubs are made up of men and women of all ages, backgrounds and 

differences, and there are 33,000 clubs all around the world.   We raise money 

to help the needy, not always giving the money directly but by buying what is 

required and passing it on via the local Rotary club so that we know everything 

arrives where it is needed, and followed up. 

Clubs often work together on projects and help each other out for events. 

Recently, some of our members helped out at the Royston Rotary Kite Festival 

which raised money for the Sick Children’s Trust.  Local clubs have helped in 

providing a garden for the injured children in Stoke Mandeville Hospital, an 

outside beautiful space where they can get out into the fresh air for a while.  Our 

own club recently organized a Fun Day at the Ivel Valley School in Biggleswade, 

for children with special needs. 

Our club, which is one of your local clubs, is the Rotary Club of Biggleswade Ivel, 

and we meet on Wednesday evenings at 7.15pm at the Green Man, Stanford, 

SG18 9JD.  We welcome anybody who would like to either join us as a member 

or get involved in any smaller way.  Or maybe you have a local project that you 

would like us to help you with? 

We raise money by putting on all sorts of events, and we always find we enjoy 

ourselves along the way. 
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The Team 
 

CONTRIBUTIONS 

The Editor welcomes contributions to the Messenger, whether as letters, articles or notices.  

Contributions should preferably be as attachments to e-mail (address below) but handwritten 

contributions may be sent by post, or left in the folder kept at the Village Stores.  

Contributions should run to not more than one A5 page (except by prior arrangement) and 

should be received by the Editor not later than the 12th of the month for publication at the 

end of that month.   Contributions received after the deadline may be held over. 

 

DISCLAIMER 

The Editor reserves the right to omit or alter any advertisement or article and to change the 

content, format or issue date of the magazine without prior notice.  The Editor cannot be held 

responsible for the factual correctness of, or for any libellous comment or statement made in 

any advertisement, article or other contribution published in this magazine.  Every effort will 

be made to avoid any deliberate attempt to mislead or otherwise cause harm or damage to 

any person or persons by any advertisement, article or any other contribution published in 

this magazine. 

THE TEAM 

Joint Editors James Read & 

Mick Ridley 

mepp.messenger@gmail.com  

Facebook:  Mepp.Messenger 

 

 

Assistant Editor David Turner 2 Campton Road 813613 

Advertising Andrew Pain  

 

26 Fildyke Road 

andrewgpain@hotmail.com      

             07875 580069 

Distribution Colette House 90 Fildyke Road 815585 

colettehouse@gmail.com  

Production 

Co-ordination 

Enid Pamment 112 High Street    851397   

enid.pamment@gmail.com 

Treasurer John Thompson 16 Brookmead  812983 

 meppershallmessenger@meppershall.org 

 
 

Collating Dates for your Diaries – 2018/2019 

2018   2019   

Oct  29  Jan  28  

Nov 26 Double Feb  25  

   Mar  25  

Please note that dates in the above table indicate the month in which the 

collating will take place, at 2.30 pm in the Sugar Loaf.  The issue being 

collated will relate to the following month. 

mailto:mepp.messenger@gmail.com
mailto:andrewgpain@hotmail.com
mailto:colettehouse@gmail.com
mailto:enid.pamment@gmail.com

