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Editorial

By Mick Ridley and James Read

’Twas the night before Christmas and… the last
merry-makers are wobbling back from the Sugar
Loaf. Graham locks the doors of the Social Club
and, bidding goodnight to a late-night dog walker,
heads home. The Midnight Service at the church is
finished and the medieval clunk of the huge key in
the huge lock tells Roni and Andrew all is done for
the day. A last car heads through the village, its
headlights vainly peering through a gathering fog
on a homeward journey as the chill December air
settles upon the village. Streetlights cast shadows and glinting shafts of light - that no one
shall see - through a deepening dark in which the village sleeps. Two children who should be
in bed look out from a bedroom into the night for a sign of Santa, their breath bringing its
own fog to cling to the window. Their keen ears are met by the screech of an owl patrolling
the Christmas sky that hoots at Monks Pool and screeches again as it settles somewhere
beyond Bury Farm, or maybe down by Polehanger. Who knows just where it perches, but by
the time it settles to snooze in the top of a giant oak tree, the children are already asleep.
So, nobody hears that first, beautiful sound. If you were there to witness it, you would guess
it was coming from out by Hoo Farm… or maybe up Campton Road… or perhaps from over
the vale to Shillington. That ancient mythic sound: yes, like the song, they really are jingle
bells. Soft at first, then sharper and livelier. Yet not a soul stirs; and though he is indeed a
large man in heavy black boots, panting in the early years of his older age through that thick
white beard, he moves quickly and precisely about his work as he visits our roads.
He brings all manner of toys, gadgets and fun stuff to children across Meppershall. But that’s
not all. Stopping at the bottom of Hoo Road, he drops off some bin bags, a skip and a year’s
subscription to the Central Beds ‘tidy tip’ for the fly-tippers. To a range of teenagers across
the village, some of them good boys and girls, some of them not, he brings new bikes. They
are excellent for wheelies. Oh Santa!
Stopping at Roger’s Bakery, he drops off some little helpers. They bring the gift of one week
off from early morning baking. Busying themselves silently in the churchyard, more helpers
construct a new roof on the church tower, its transepts and aisles. On the way down from
church, he drops off some top-quality sponges and window cloths to John Lambley and some
designer winter coats to Lottie-Lola and Fleur. At the door to David Turner’s House, Santa
himself hangs a medal for his long and excellent service to The Messenger. Enid Pamment
receives a brand-new luxury coach for many more years of trips far and wide.
Tiptoeing through the barn at Trundle Towers, he drops off 6 pedigree Red Poll calves. A
neatly ribbon-wrapped box of 100 seedlings is placed at the corner of every allotment plot.
Paul Carne will awake to a shiny new tractor. Santa gently lays a hamper, resplendent with
seasonal goodies of every kind, at the door of each of the GNOMES volunteers – and to
everyone giving their time and effort to village activities, he pops an extra pair of arms in their
stocking – to help them juggle their time and get everything done in 2019.
Admiring the Christmas Windows around the village, he calls back his helpers from their
errands across Meppershall and with a flourish of bells the whole throng head together back
into the misty night. His voice, warm and sparkling with joy, carries faintly as they disappear
down the hill. “There, I told you what a nice place it is,” he says. “But watch yourself in the
next town,” he chuckles, “They’re not all like Meppershall.”
Wishing you a wonderful Christmas and Happy New Year, from the whole Messenger Team.
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Letters to the Editors
We want the Messenger to be a place where all views can be expressed – please do email
us at mepp.messenger@gmail.com or drop us a line on Facebook. We are here to provide
you with a safe place to debate and discuss!
OPPOSITION TO FURTHER SUBURBAN ESTATES IN MEPPERSHALL
A Letter to Central Bedfordshire Council from John Chapman – October 2018
The need for housing is always crucial in an expanding population, more especially in these
environs from the legalised requirement to accept overspill housing for Luton and South Beds,
the ever expansionist requirements of Milton Keynes, the new East/West Rail Corridor,
increased population from lands afar and, not forgetting, our own young people who,
unfortunately, are being forgotten and forced to stay at home or move far away in order to
seek independence. This leaves many older people without this (free?) family support which
then becomes a financial burden on the Council and other struggling services.
And of course, we see little in the way of increase in these services; hospitals downsizing and
centralising; GPs inundated and struggling to recruit replacement or additional doctors and
health care professionals; roads filling up with vehicles (see the A507 fill up at peak times
between the A1 and Henlow); all this before the thousands of new homes on Henlow Airfield,
the new proposed village at Beadlow, the additional estates at Shefford, Meppershall etc. etc.
Our only protection, the Police, seem unable to cope with their numbers being reduced and
resources dwindling. All good news for CBC in one respect though as each house is annual
cash in the bank from rates which presumably act as a counter to the reducing pay-outs from
their Tory Central Government.
Meppershall, in particular, seems to have been singled out as a major development area
having been, conveniently, recently classed as a Large Village which seemingly allows this
mega-development, even outside the official defined development “envelope”. Despite
continued opposition to all but measured infill, as can be seen in the THREE village
questionnaires held since 2005, three successive developers have appealed to your Tory
controlled governmental, non-elected, “Inspectors” at Westminster who have overturned
local decision-making despite, of late, Teresa May’s avowed intent to devolve decisionmaking to local levels.
The Gladman estate (145 houses) and the Inland Homes estate (60 houses) with Farmer
Richard Flint of Shefford Road talking of another 100 or so homes and, apparently another
estate at the end of Shefford Road, when on earth are we to call time on this burden of “bolton suburbia”? Have we to look forward to many years of continuous development sucking up
excellent farmland forever with all the traffic, noise, disruption and pollution whilst watching
our already overburdened services suffering from this sudden increase in population? Why
does nobody care about the indigenous population who voted you and your government in
in the first place?
I walk around my village nowadays and hardly recognise anyone, people are reluctant to
speak to you where once a conversation was almost inevitable. We have a huge new village
hall but with attendances at our current hall in the lower tens, and few amongst those from
the new estate homes, integration seems a long way off. Our village “community” has taken
a serious battering with many having already left and others seriously considering leaving.
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We have youths, often under age, roaming the village causing damage and openly taking and
dealing drugs which until recently we had not seen. The police appear to be disinterested or
powerless to stop this and it makes walking in the village after dark a menacing experience
where once it felt perfectly safe. Try getting through to 101 to report anything, it can be easier
to go to Crime Stoppers!! A 999 call for Police assistance to our Social Club recently for arson
and criminal damage had not been acted on after an hour and a half although the local parttime fire service attended within 15 minutes. Our doctor’s surgery has had to admit to being
unable to fill GP positions and is now inundated because of the sudden influx of so many folk
in the area. It can now take WEEKS to see your preferred GP. Bedford Hospital appears to be
committed to closing sections despite the continued massive increase in population.
However, after a very large number of objections to the Gladman Estate overturned by
another Governmental Decree (not seen, except for wartime, since Charles 1 and Oliver
Cromwell I believe) writing this letter seems futile.
John Chapman
Dear Long Standing Meppershall Residents,
You see an eyesore housing development, I see my dream forever home. I accept the title of
hypocrite as I too would be heartbroken if where I once saw open fields when I wake, I now
see roof tops and cars parked but please open your minds and try and look through my eyes.
We found your little village on our search for a new-build house (following a governmentbacked scheme meant we could reach the next step on the ladder if we were to find a newbuild property to fit the criteria). What we found exceeded every expectation. We adore the
house nearly as much as we adore the sunrise over the hill. Despite the housing developments
there is still greenery and lots of it, and gorgeous open fields for our little dog to roam. We
were bursting with happiness and excitement the day we realised that this house, in this
beautiful village, could actually be our home.
Prior to the move I joined the social media groups from the village and quickly realised our
new dream home was not welcomed in the small village we were rapidly growing to love. The
nerves kicked in that the small community we were excited to join in fact didn’t want
newcomers to their village and want it to remain just that, small.
Sorry to the children that we’ve taken away your park and sorry to the wildlife that have had
to find new homes. The park will be back, bigger and better I’m sure. The birds will tweet
again, once the builders disappear. Change doesn’t always have to be a bad thing, does it?
I promise to cherish your village as much as you all do. If a fox can urbanise itself to roam the
London streets then I hope the people and the wildlife of Meppershall can adapt to a few new
faces in the village.
We create a slightly bigger community but hope to bring positivity to your village: more
customers for the local shop, more punters propping up the bar at The Sugar Loaf, new
friendships, keeping the young ones occupied while the parents drink more tea. The Bakery
will need to bake more and the fruit & veg stall replenished more often. We hope to help the
village thrive, we may not have the memories you all do but we hope one day in the future
our children will.
In 2 short weeks, Meppershall already has my heart and as the saying goes “home is where
the heart is.”
Much Love, Walnut Tree Way Newbie
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Dear Mepp Messenger
I saw your post on Facebook asking about what makes living in Meppershall so great. There
are so many reasons why I feel moving here in 2009 is one of the best decisions my husband
and I made.
We moved from Biggleswade choosing to bring up children in a village. From the very
beginning having one young child at the time, I completely felt at home and loved the friendly
locals and scenery, as my recent photos show. I went to the village Tots group where my
daughter and I made friends we are still close to today even though they moved up country.
I ended up running the Tots group later with other dear friends either in or local to
Meppershall. We still meet up whenever we can. These early memories will last with me
forever. This paved the way to my current job working as a Pre-school Assistant alongside
more amazing people at Meppershall Pre-school.
Making a difference, however small, to the children's lives is so rewarding, and being able to
do it on my very own door step whilst bringing up my own two daughters is just wonderful. I
have been employed at Meppershall Pre-school for a few years now.
How am I reminded of this? Well when I collect my daughter now in year 4 at Meppershall
Academy, I know over half the children in the playground. I feel honoured to experience the
joy a smile of recognition brings.
I will always love Meppershall and hope I can continue to give to it as much as I take from it.
Yours sincerely
Debbie Jones
Dear Messenger
When my family moved here in 1963 there were not many houses in the village, or cars come
to that. When I first started school in 1967 it hadn’t changed from when it was first built,
complete with outside toilets (the non-flushing kind).
It was from the early 1970s with the demolition of the Barley Mow Pub (corner of Hoo Rd/
Shefford Rd) that the village began to grow with the building of houses on that site plus
Orchard Close, Taylor’s Close, Brookmead, Fowlers Drive, Buxton Close, etc plus in-filling of
houses in gardens.
Did this spoil the village? I don’t think so as some of the people who moved into these newly
built houses threw themselves into village life, running the local youth club, teaching at the
school, joining and enhancing organisations and committees already in existence.
Do I feel that village life as changed? Yes, but then so has the world we live in. I grew up
without mobile phones, computers, the internet and facebook. When functions were put on
in the Village Hall they were always very well attended, even the Girl Guides’ jumble sale,
fundraisers like the Pre-School’s Discos along with the Village Hall New Year’s Disco were
always a sell-out, as were the Meppershall Players’ productions. But we now have the
internet, Cineworld with 18 screens (and Baskin Robbins Ice-cream), and Sky TV - so much
variety.
One thing I do know Is that the people moving into our village, nestled in this little corner of
Bedfordshire, have just as much right to enjoy living in this village as the next person, whether
it’s in a new-build or one that’s been standing for a good many years. I would like to see a few
more amenities installed in our village, though: I’m looking forward to the new Hall opening
and will definitely be visiting the café. I wouldn’t mind a take-away or restaurant opening and
an improved bus service for those of us that don’t drive.
Regards, Karen Mitchell
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We asked via the Meppershall Notice Board (on Facebook) what people loved about our
village… “We'd love to hear from the optimists out there and have a healthy dose of
positive village Christmas Spirit to take us towards Christmas!” we said … and YOU said …
We moved to the village in September and love it so far!
I love being able to come out of my front door walk up the road and
two minutes later I have beautiful views and walks like these😁
[photos also shared on Facebook] .... and of course Marcias cakes!

David

Moved in 4 and a half years ago and love it. Very impressed
with the school (son started this year) - one of the main
reasons we moved here, and love the village feel.

Lesley

Hazel
We moved here coming up 12 years and love living in the village. People are
very friendly and always speak when you are out and about. You can always
be involved with village life and not too far away to get to retail parks or
towns like Hitchin. Also, plenty of walks for dog walkers all on the door step.

We moved to the village for its smaller community. We love the friends we
have made here, but that's through being involved and being part of the
community. Going to the social club on a Friday night is now a regular
occurrence. I couldn't see us leaving Meppershall for a very very long time.
Being involved in the school PTA I have seen first-hand how generous the
villagers are. This is our village and we are the only ones who can encourage it
to grow the way we want it to.
Oh and the amazing views that we enjoy are the icing on the cake.
Laura

Me and my daughter visited Meppershall in December 2017 and instantly
fell in love. We then moved down in Feb 2018 from the Midlands. We love
all the exploring we do in the meadows and the whole village community.
The school is such an asset to the village and very welcoming. A bonus is the
beautiful views we have, we wouldn’t go back to city now 😀

It is great being able to access the countryside from anywhere in the village in
a couple of minutes, and yet have good links to trains, motorways and larger
urban areas. Just don't want to see the countryside views blocked by clumps of
houses in the wrong place....and despite years of comments and discussions no effective traffic calming measures! and for all the new residents - we
actually have some allotments available!

Andrew

Sandra

We moved here 6 & half years ago, best thing we’ve ever
done. Love it here!! Everyone is so friendly. We’ve made
some truly wonderful friends. Fantastic village!
Lou

Scarlet
t
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Development Update
Report from the Trustees of Meppershall Village Hall November 2018

Opening Soon!
Your new Village Hall should be opening in time for Christmas and the New Year celebrations.
Please look out for more information on the Meppershall Village Hall website and Facebook.
The final phase of commissioning gas, water, electrical and heating services is under way.
David Sawford, our surveyor from Robinson & Hall is undertaking detailed inspections of
every part of the inside and outside or the building prior to sign off and handover.
The last few weeks have been a very busy time for the Trustees co-ordinating fit out
specifications and tendering, ordering and supply of new equipment, tables, chairs,
furnishings and final format of the bars and café. Alongside that dealing with lawyers as
regards the transfer of the freehold with rights of safe access for Croudace to remove the
Interim MVH and complete the maintenance works to the newly seeded sports pitches. In
early December training courses will be held on the use of new technology in the New MVH
for heating and ventilation as well as electrical installations, including CCTV. Much activity
will continue beyond the New MVH opening time and onwards to when new outside Play
Equipment is installed, and the sports pitches mature for handover in late 2019. A lot has
been achieved.
Photographs of the building during various stages of construction can be viewed using the
menus of:-www.meppershallvillagehall.co.uk or www.meppershall.org which are updated on
a regular basis.
We expect the Bar area to be open on or before the 21st December and there are a number
of events planned for over the Christmas period.
Meppershall Pre-School will be transferring to the new hall during the Christmas break ready
to open in the New Year. The Walnut Tree Cafe should be opening in January.
The main hall and two meeting rooms will be available for bookings from 1st January so if you
are interested in organising an event or activity please contact our Booking Secretary for initial
discussions. bookings@meppershallvillagehall.co.uk, alternatively Text or Phone: 07968
749870.
The sports pitches have been seeded but the grass will need to become firmly established
before being they are made available for hire. If you would like to use the sports field, please
contact the Meppershall Parish Clerk to register your interest. clerk@meppershall.org
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Parish Council Report
Here are the main points from the Council meeting held on Monday 8 th October 2018 in the
Interim Village Hall. Please note that these are a summary of the draft minutes not yet
approved by Council. Copies of approved minutes can be found on our website
www.meppershall.org
Ward Councillor Liddiard reported the following:
• Green Waste – Green waste collections will cease on 10th December and resume 1st
March 2018. From circa October 2019 residents can request a wheelie bin in pace of
bags for green waste
• CBC Fees and Charges – To be increase by 2.5% in 2019/2020 (as per inflation).
Increase is expected to raise an additional £164,000.
• Local Plan – Inspector has responded to CBC asking for more detailed information on
3 items and a positive response to all 3 has been prepared. CBC expects the
examination hearing sessions to start in Spring 2019.
• CBC Schools Admissions Service – The service has been rated the best in England for
parents getting their children into their preferred secondary school with applicants
achieving 99.3% against a nation average of 94.6%. For primary/lower schools CBC
achieved 98.6% against a national average of 97.2%. CBC were ranked first out of 141
local authorities with 100% of its school places being in good or outstanding schools.
• CBC Performance Results:
o New Homes Completions – Annual target 1,600. 425 completed, 1,314 under
construction
o Black Bin Waste – Target 130Kg/household.
Latest figure indicates
135Kg/household
o Leisure Centre Rates – Target 474,266. Achieved 505,056.
o Improving Education – Target 90%. End June 2018 86%.
o Town Centre Vacancy Rates. Currently 7.7% which is an increase of 1.1% since Feb
2018.
o 90% of residents satisfied with the areas as a good place to live.
o 97% of residents feel safe outside in the local area during the day.
o 81% of residents feel safe outside in the local area at night.
• The Co-op will be locating a new distribution centre at Saxon Gate in Biggleswade
creating 1200 new jobs.
• Issues of speeding on Shefford Road and on the A507 have been raised with the Police.
Enforcement is taking place on A507 and new speed signs have been installed.
Parishioners made the following comments and asked the following questions:
• Can anything be done about the parking on the pavement and near the junction exit
onto the High street in Hilltop View and opposite the village stores in the no parking
area? Cllr Liddiard suggested that Council consider requesting a visit by the CBC
Highway Safety Team and that parking breaches be reported to CBC Parking
Enforcement team at the time they happen. The clerk was also asked to contact the
site manager for 4 High Street.
• Could the Parish Council consider the installation of a parish noticeboard on the High
Street / Shefford Road so that residents do not need to come up to the village hall?
• Could the Parish Council reconsider plans to install water troughs at the allotments
instead of the current stand pipes. The Environment and Leisure Working Group will
consider alternatives at its next meeting.
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•

As the pitch area of the parish facilities behind the new village has now been seeded
and fenced, will other areas be seeded and finished. Cllr Foskett advised that all areas
will be seeded and finished, however the pitch has been done first to ensure grass
growth for next season.
Planning and Housing
New applications
• ACO Technologies Plc, SG17 5TE – Hybrid application. Full = extension to existing
building (Phase 1). Outline = erection of up to 12,380 m.sq of B1, B2 and/or B8
employment floorspace. The Council supports this planning application but will submit
comments regarding the woodland barrier and vehicle movements / cycleways.
• 79 Shefford Road, SG17 5LL - Variation of Conditions CB/17/05090/FULL omitting the
detached garage. The Council objects to this planning application.
• Land to the south of Sandy View, Shefford Road, SG17 5LL- Erection of two detached
bungalows. The Council objects to this planning application due to access,
overdevelopment and site outside development envelope.
• 32 Shefford Road, SG17 5LN - Demolition of No. 32 Shefford Road and existing nursery
buildings, and the construction of 60 No. dwellings. The Council objects to this
planning application on the grounds of prematurity until it can be properly assessed
when the Local Plan is approved.
• 5 Shefford Road, SG17 5LJ – Change of use to a commercial workshop. The Council
supports to this planning application.
• New Close Nurseries – Variation of Condition to CB/17/02409/FULL. Removal of
footpath. The Council has no comment on this planning application, but the Clerk was
asked to write to CBC Highways via Ward Councillors regarding MPC’s disappointment
and frustration that another footpath detailed in planning application conditions is
being removed via a VOC.
Outcome of previous applications
• Tower View Nurseries, SG17 5LU – Demolition of bungalow and erection of 10
dwellings. Withdrawn
• Land adjacent to 15 Shillington Road – Erection of 9 dwellings. Granted
• Sandy View, SG17 5LL – Demolition of bungalow and erection of 2 x 4-bedroom
dwellings. Granted
• 10 Brookside, SG17 5SB - Single storey side/rear extension. Granted
• 59 Fildyke Road, SG17 5LU – Single storey rear extension. Granted
Other issues
• Stocken House s106 contribution - CBC Leisure team advised regarding the misallocation of s106 leisure contributions. They will request that the planning officer
and s106 team of change allocation of all funds to Centenary Field (formerly Fosters
Field).
• Council have agreed to fund training on ‘writing effective responses to planning
applications’. The free training will be held one evening in late January / early
February and will be available on a first come – first serve basis. Anyone interested
should contact the Clerk.
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Neighbourhood Plan
Cllr Parsons reported that the group have updated the Green Infrastructure Plan aspirations
in preparation for an ‘open to all residents’ workshop on 23rd January 2019. Work is
underway on raising the profile of the Neighbourhood Plan via banners, website presence
and Messenger articles, and the village photography competition has been re-launched.
Volunteers with policy writing experience or anything similar are urgently needed.
Highways and Transport
Cllr Smith reported on various road closures including Chapel Road, Meppershall from 26
November to 9 December.
The Clerk has been in contact with CBC concerning footpath repairs required outside the
village stores. CBC Highways will try to get the developer to repair the area initially although
it is not obvious where the highway boundary should be.
Environment and Leisure
New CBC ROW Officer is looking into the request to move the bench on the footpath along
the river next to Polehanger Farm and Nunswood to a safer position.
A meeting was held between MPC and the trustees of Meppershall Village Hall on 5 th
November. MPC have not received a breakdown of costs from Croudace (developer) but have
gained the assurance that a bond is in place to cover the provision of outstanding parish
facilities (the bond is part of the conditional contact between MPC and Croudace). An analysis
provided by Robinson and Hall (MPC solicitors) of costs incurred and to be incurred in the
delivery of the parish facilities by Croudace shows that cost to be incurred by Croudace may
exceed their original estimates.
Health and Safety
Signage required in Old Road Meadow is pending design approval by the Clerk.
Council Procedures
Cllr Parsons was elected as the new Finance Working Group Spokesman.
Proposed meeting dates for 2019/2020 were agreed with the addition of the Annual Parish
Meeting on 29th April 2019.
Finance
CBC have issued the Parish Council Precept Request Form for 2019/20 together with the
Precept Calculator that must be completed and returned by 18th January 2018 (tax base =
763 properties).
A letter has been sent to NALC (with the approval of our Chairman) requesting free advice,
that we are entitled to, on how money from the Escrow fund should be recorded in MPC
accounts, whether items can be purchased and donated at the same time and whether VAT
can be reclaimed on purchases.
Council have approved the purchase of a wall mounted noticeboard to be located at the new
village hall.
The Clerk was asked to write to Meppershall Village Hall to obtain costs involved in running
‘surgeries’ from the village hall. Council agreed not take up the option to permanently occupy
an office in the new village hall.
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Council have agreed to use £6000 from VH Project reserves and funds received from the
parish facilities escrow account (up to a combined maximum of £61,000+VAT) to provide and
donate items for social and recreation facilities as the Council sees fit using powers conferred
by legislation and applicable to the Parish Council.
Next Meeting
The next meeting will be held on Monday 10th December in the Interim Village Hall at 7:45pm
Peter Chapman – Chairman
chairman@meppershall.org
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Meppershall Academy
Since returning from our half term break school has been a hive of activity with many exciting
learning opportunities for the children.
As well as welcoming two new children to our school last week, I have had the privilege of
showing prospective parents and children around the school. I am proud to say they always
comment on the warm welcome given to them by the staff and children. On Thursday 22nd
November, we have an Open Morning for parents of prospective children starting in 2019.
Please do help us by spreading the word if you know anyone who might be looking for a
school place. Boosting our numbers of children on our school roll is vital in maximising funding
which benefits everyone.
We are extremely grateful to the ongoing support in various forms we receive from St Mary’s
Church. Rev. Roni joined the whole school in learning about Creation, People of God,
Incarnation, Gospel and Salvation, and the resulting artwork will be displayed in our hall. Rev
Roni, along with Keith and Ruth, also visited our youngest children to present each one with
a gift from the church, a children’s Bible. These special books are kept in school and used for
RE during their time in school and then taken home once they leave school.
All books are at the heart of learning in our school and recently we saw the arrival of our very
own bookshop, in school for a week. It was greeted by great excitement from everyone. The
school will receive a percentage of the money taken in sales to buy much needed books. Sales
have been very good so far and we are hoping to sell plenty more.
In addition, our library has been pruned of unsuitable stock resulting in a much brighter, more
appealing look. We will be moving the library to a larger room within the school before
beginning to replenish the stock with high quality fiction and non-fiction books. We are being
supported in this by our parent teacher group (MAPTA) who are already busy fundraising. If
you, or anyone you know, have any books in nearly new condition for 5-10-year olds that
you no longer need please consider donating them to us. Thank you. Later in the year we
will be asking you to consider sponsoring a book for our library. Look out for more information
in the new year.
Remembrance was marked in school in a number of different ways. Members of our School
Council joined me in representing the school by laying a wreath made by everyone in school
during the Remembrance Service at St Mary’s on Armistice day. Children in Year 3 and 4 also
explored WW1 poetry which they have found very moving. As well as collecting donations for
Poppies we held a minute’s silence during our own act of worship and remembrance at the
War Memorial.
There are lots of exciting events coming up over the next few weeks, especially in the lead up
to Christmas. I am looking forward to seeing how the school and Meppershall celebrates this
most important Christian festival. Look out for our Advent window and our tree in the festival
in Shefford. Along with the whole school I wish you a peaceful and joyful Christmas.
Caroline Sledge – Headteacher
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Meppershall Pre-School
Another month has gone by and what an enjoyable month it has been. We have
been enjoying all the splendid sunshine and honouring all the festivities and
ceremonies in November. The children particularly liked exploring different
shaped and sized pumpkins, and making pumpkin soup. They also made firework
toast and biscuits using food colouring as paint. Vanessa Freakley, one of our
lovely parents also came in to share 'Divali' with us all. The Indian canapés were
delicious, and the children each got to paint their very own tea light holders. We
painted poppies for our 'Lest We Forget' window display, helping the new
generation understand a little bit about the bravery of past generations. Then
we went dotty for 'Children in Need.' We have really enjoyed getting to know all
our new families this term. It's been a busy one!
Now we are in December we have lots of very exciting activities planned,
including making Christmas tree decorations, beautiful Wreath's, and filling the
room with the smells of baking angel and elf cinnamon biscuits. Can you smell
them yet? The children are also going to be practising all of their favourite songs
for the end of term show on 7th December. We will all then celebrate nearing
the end of another chapter at Meppershall Pre-school with our Christmas Party
on the 18th December, with the fabulous Dinky Ducks soft play fun. The 19th
December being our last day of term.
We are delighted to announce that we are planning to move across to the new
Pre-school over Christmas and New Year, so we can welcome all our families
back on the 4th January 2019. This day will have been long awaited for many of
us at Pre-school and many who support us. We would like to take this first
opportunity to thank everyone involved for making this possible. The list is long,
but we will show our appreciation by transforming our new Pre-school into the
most magnificent spaces they can be indoors and outdoors, with the help of 40
creative little minds of course!
Wishing you all and very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year!
The highly qualified diverse team at Meppershall Pre-school is dedicated to offering the
best possible care to all our children by creating a safe and stimulating environment,
encompassing all individual needs.
We are currently open every weekday from 9:15am till 3:15pm and take up to 24 children
in each session from in and around the surrounding areas. We will soon be offering
extended opening hours from 8am till 4:30pm! (term time only)
Some of our sessions are nearly full. Please ring Tamsin on 07816 357159, or email
meppershallps@gmail.comto enrol your child or join our waiting list.
OFSTED URN EY551988
Registered Charity: 1031913
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Brownies

We now have 19 brownies, which is the most we have had for a while now and
this is great, if not a little noisy at times. We have another 4 starting after
Christmas and it is fantastic that so many girls want to come to brownies and
join in the fun and adventure.
This is an exciting time for Girl Guiding as we change to a brand-new programme
which has been launched nationally and we are looking forward to
implementing the new programme and badges into our brownie meetings very
soon.
It was lovely to see so many brownies come along to the Remembrance Day
service at the church, and it was lovely to see so many people at the service.
Meppershall Brownies first started in the village September 1958 and we
celebrated our 60th birthday with a party, 1950’s themed and diamond themed
crafts and activities.
We had a fun day at the County Brownie Adventure Day which was attended by
brownies from all over the County. The girls had lots of fun making lots of crafts
and learning lots of fun circus skills and meeting lots of new brownies.
At our meetings we have had a Halloween party. We have also had lots of
different theme nights including Mary Poppins, I am a Brownie get me out of
here and poppies to name a few.
If you are interested in your daughter joining Brownies or volunteering yourself
to help Snowy and Owl occasionally or more regularly (totally up to you), then
please contact Snowy Owl (Suzanne) on 07817 392325 or you can register online
at www.girlguiding.org.uk.
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Meppershall Social Club
We would like to welcome all the new faces into the village; everyone is welcome at the social
club.
We have a number of regular events going on which include; Bingo on a Friday Night (eyes
down at 7.30pm); Barbeques; Quiz Nights; Karaoke; Discos & Vinyl Nights.
We are fortunate to have snooker tables and will be re-joining the Biggleswade & District
League again next year, once in the new village hall. The tables are on a first come first served
basis, just stick your name on the white board and wait for your turn to play.
We have a number of crib and domino players and play in a local league. We also have a darts
team which has been dormant while we have been in the interim hall as there isn’t the space
to play matches but the dartboard is available for use most evenings after 9pm and of course
we have a bar.
Every year we also host a number of charity events raising £800-£1,000, split between our
two charities, a local and a national one. This year we chose the 1 st Meppershall Brownies
and Breast Cancer Care
We laid on a Race Night in July for the Brownies, in August we went pink for our national
charity, Breast Cancer Care with a Quiz and Car Treasure Hunt and last month we held a
Halloween disco, the proceeds of which will be split between both charities so that we donate
an equal amount to each. The next edition of the Messenger will let you know how much we
raised over the year.
We will be holding our AGM on Sunday 20th January 2019 at 7pm, we are currently a very
small committee and always welcome new ideas for future events, new members or
people who are willing to help at our events. If you are interested in getting involved
please come along or leave us a message on our new page
https://www.facebook.com/meppershallsocialclub/
Events for 2018 :
DATE
EVENT DETAILS
TIME
8 Dec
Xmas bingo – Food provided
eyes down 7.30pm
24 Dec
Xmas Eve Disco – Free Entry
6pm -close
31 Dec
New Year’s Eve Disco – Free entry
8pm -1am
Coming up for 2019 :
DATE
EVENT DETAILS
TIME
TBC
Grand opening of the Social Club in the New Village
TBC
Hall – all drinks will be at special prices
16 Feb
Shadowplay - Live indie-rock cover band – Tickets £5
8pm -close
16 Mar
Uche Eke Soul Singer – Live music
TBC
20 Apr
Tina Turner Tribute – Live music
TBC
May, date TBC Race Night
TBC
15 Jun
Take That Tribute – Live music
TBC
17 Aug
Michael Buble Tribute – Live music
TBC
21 Sep
Frankie’s Guys – Live music
TBC
16 Nov
Michael Jackson Tribute – Live music
TBC
21 Dec
The Heatwaves Soul & Motown – Live Music
TBC
The live events above will cost £10 - £20 per ticket. For more information on these events
phone Helen on 07989 914 941 or leave a message on the Social Club page and we will get
back to you.
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MEPPERSHALL SOCIAL CLUB
Special Christmas bingo

SATURDAY 7th december
Doors open at 7pm - Eyes down at 7.30pm

ENTRY - Members Free, Non-Members £1.
£3 per 6 books.
Food will be laid on - this is the last bingo of the year!
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The Meppershall Players

This is the last weekend of Panto 2018 Snow White & the Magnificent Seven.
Young Snow White’s life is in danger and the castle cook Cassie is determined
to find out who’s behind the assassination attempts. With the help of Otto, the
Huntsman, Bunny and Prince Ethan can Snow White survive till Act two. Will
Queen Demonica finally stop talking to the mirror and buying face cream on
Amazon long enough to see Plan A through to the end, to rid herself of Snow
White once and for all? And who are the Mysterious Magnificent Seven? Do
they really exist and if so where are they hiding?
Your last chance to find out the answer to these questions and many
more are at …
‘Snow White & the Magnificent Seven’
Matineé: Sat 1st Dec 3pm all seats £5
Evenings: Fri 30th Nov 7.45pm £8, Concessions £7
Last Night: Sat 1st Dec 7.45pm all seats £10
Box Office-On-line at ticketsource.co.uk/themeppershallplayers
(A small booking fee will be charged when ordering online)
Any unsold tickets will be available to buy on the door on the respective
performance nights
Anyone without internet access requiring tickets ring 01462 816336
****************************************************************
The Players will meet on Wednesday 5th December for a general get together
and on Wednesday 12th December for a read through of proposed plays for the
spring. We will then have our winter break and meet back on Wednesday 9th
January for reading and casting of our spring production.
You can find the Meppershall Players on Face book (Meppershall Players
Community) Insta-gram, Twitter, and Meppershall Village Hall Website.
The Players meet every Wednesday evening at 7.30pm at the Interim Village
Hall. Membership is currently free we welcome people from the age of 9 to 90+,
to indulge in all areas of theatrical performances, set building, costumes,
directing, acting, make-up, song & dance, etc. Interested? We look forward to
meeting you.
Karen Mitchell (Players’ Secretary) 01462 816336
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Christmas Carols and Karaoke Sing-Along

Fun for Family, Friends and Neighbours
Traditional Carols and
Much Loved Christmas Favourites
Please join the Friends of St Mary’s (FOSM) and
Meppershall Social Club at Meppershall Village Hall
Friday 21 December 2018
Doors and Bar open from 6 pm
Please come, enjoy and donate to FOSM plus a
local charity chosen by the community
Perhaps your first chance to visit the new Village Hall…?
…With a limited supply of free Santa Hats and
Mince Pies for those arriving early!
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Meppershall at Christmas
Saturday 1st
December

Meppershall Living Advent Calendar begins

Sunday 2nd
December

Christmas Carol - a one man
performance by Matt Jones `

5.30pm

St Mary's

Tuesday 4th
December

Reception/KS1 Christmas
performance (Children allowed)

2.30pm

Meppershall Church
of England Academy

Wednesday 5th
December

Reception/KS1 Christmas
performance(Adults only)

2.30pm

Meppershall Church
of England Academy

Wednesday 5th
December

KS2 Christmas Performance
concert

6.00pm

St Mary's

Saturday 8th
December

Christmas Bingo

7.30pm

Meppershall Village
Hall

Sunday 9th
December

Christingle Service

11 am

St Mary's

Tuesday 11th
December

Rectory Teas "Christmas
Special”

2-4pm

3b Fildyke Road

Thursday 13th
December

Meppershall Good Neighbours
Group (GNOMES) - Coffee and
Carols

10.45am

Meppershall Care
Home

Friday 14th
December

Grandparents carol service with
mince pies

2.30pm

Meppershall Church
of England Academy

Sunday 16th
December

9 lessons and Carols

6.30pm

St Mary's
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Meppershall at Christmas
Monday 17th &
Tuesday 18th

Rumour is that Santa may be in the village
- look out for Facebook updates

Wednesday 19th
December

Last day of School Term

Friday 21
December

Christmas Carols and Karaoke
Sing-Along with the Friends of
St Mary’s

6.00pm

Meppershall Village
Hall

All welcome to Jesus' Birthday.
A party style service and
birthday cake

3.30pm

St Marys

Christmas Eve Disco

6pm

Meppershall Village
Hall

Midnight Holy Communion

11.30pm

St Mary's

Tuesday 25
December

Celebrating Christmas:
Christmas Communion

11am

St Marys

Saturday 29th
December

Ultimate Elvis Experience

8pm

Meppershall Village
Hall

Sunday 30th
December

Benefice Service in St Michael's
Shefford

10am (9am Breakfast!)

New Years Eve Disco

8pm

Christmas Eve
Monday 24
December

Christmas Day

New Years Eve
Monday 31
December

st

Meppershall Village
Hall
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Church News and Events
Parish Church of St Mary The Virgin (Church of England)
Church Road, off Campton Road, Meppershall
www.stmarysmeppershall.org.uk  facebook.com/stmarysmeppershall

Rector: The Reverend Veronica Goodman
01462 339962 – ronigoodman@gmail.com – usual day off Monday
Churchwardens:
Dawn Abbatt 01462 816962 Chris Valentine 01462 815971
Email: Meppershall.PCC@gmail.com
PCC Secretary:
Anne Parsons 01462 813333 Email: annie10639@gmail.com
Message from St Mary’s…
December is here and Christmas is coming - again!
I never tire of hearing the story of the Virgin who conceived and gave birth to a son,
her first born, and who wrapped him in swaddling clothes and laid him in a manger
because there was no room for them in the inn.
It is the story with everything - surprise, charm, angels, miracles, the Cinderella factor
(if you like) when a simple country girl of no particular account becomes the mother
of the Son of God; it has the very poor (Shepherds), the very rich (Kings or wise men),
signs in the heavens above (that star!), a simple act of kindness in a crisis (“you can
have my stable!”), music - those heavenly choirs singing, an evil baddy - Herod - in a
murderous rage, a journey into safety but also into exile and of course the animals
that warmed the new-born child with their breath… well, why not?
I was surprised and saddened to read last year that - according to a survey in The
Independent - one in five ‘Brits’ do not know that Jesus was born on Christmas Day,
almost one in 20 thought Jesus was born over Easter, around one in 10 were unable
to name Bethlehem as the town of his birth and another 10 per cent were unaware
he was born in a stable.
They concluded, I believe, that although we all look forward to celebrating Christmas
with our loved ones, over time it seems people have become more and more unaware
about the real ‘reason for the season’ and the story of Jesus…
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It is wonderful, isn’t it, that people want to celebrate a season of peace and hope and
love and generosity together as families? And that the jolly red figure of Santa and his
reindeer sparks the imagination of children and excites them to fever pitch? But I
would still like them all to hear the story of the Virgin who conceived and gave birth
to a son, her first born, and who wrapped him in swaddling clothes and laid him in a
manger because there was no room for them in the inn.
For some it will be just a sweet story. Some will discount it as fictional, fanciful even.
But others will find in its life changing truth… we have a God who is longing for us and
who is willing even to come here - among us - to find us.
The birth of Jesus is indeed a sweet and charming story.
However, barely under the surface of our romantic telling of the story as we do today
- is the truth that our God is prepared to come into the lives of invaded, occupied and
persecuted peoples, into the lives of people in difficult and traumatic circumstances:
I cannot imagine what it felt like to be 9 months pregnant and forced to travel nearly
160km riding on a donkey and go into labour in a strange town where there was no
room at any inn! Then, holding my new-born, only to be told that Herod was intending
to search him out and kill him, and needing to go over the border into exile in a foreign
country. There are so many echoes of the extreme problems people face still in our
world today.
Our God - the Jesus of the manger and indeed of the cross - tells us that indeed there
is nothing that can separate us from his love. He is the God who will find us, as Keith
told us last month, in Wellington Quarry at Arras, in the dark and difficult places of
our lives and in our world today. If we will let him, he’ll find us again among the lights
and the wrapping paper and the feasting - with which we celebrate his first coming…
Wishing you and your friends and families a really blessed Christmas and a Happy New
Year - Rector Roni

Meppershall Village Quiz
th

Saturday 26 January 2019, Meppershall Village Hall
Bar opens 7pm for a 7.30 start. Still just £5 per seat
Book a seat or table (teams of 6) from Miriam and James 857836
Come and compete for the Village Quiz trophy!
Or just come and have fun with friends and neighbours!
Brought to you as always by the Friends of St Mary’s Meppershall.
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Services and Events – December 2018 - At St Mary’s unless stated below
Date

Time

Service / Event

Sunday 2nd Dec
1st of Advent

11.00am
5.30pm

Holy Communion, plus Junior Church.
Matt Jones reads ‘A Christmas Carol’ – a great way to start the
festive season, hot chocolate served

Weds 5th Dec

10.00am
6pm

Holy Communion
School Christmas Carol Service

Sunday 9th Dec
2nd of Advent

8.30am
11.00am

Holy Communion
Christingle Service – all welcome!

Monday 10th Dec

7.15pm for
7.30 start

Bible Society: God speaks to Joseph in a Dream. With Revd
Caren Topley at All Saints Church, Clifton.

Tuesday 11th Dec

2-4pm

Rectory Tea - Chat and a cuppa, all welcome

Weds 12th Dec

10.00am

Holy Communion

9pm

Silent Together Enjoy the presence of God in the tranquillity of
the church - 30 mins.

Sun 16th Dec
3rd of Advent

8.30am
11.00am
6.30pm

Holy Communion Holy Communion
Morning Worship – All Welcome!
Service of Nine Lessons and Carols – the annual special event
for the whole village

Mon-Tues 17th18th December

Evening

Santa’s Float Touring the Village! Shefford Road end on
Monday, High Street end on Tuesday.

Weds 19th Dec

10.00am

Holy Communion

Friday 21st Dec

6pm till late

Meppershall Christmas Carols & Karaoke Sing-Along!
At the Village Hall, children’s singing until 8pm, then the
grownups! Bar all evening. Fundraising for the Friends of St
Mary’s Meppershall and a nominated local charity.

Friday

14th

Dec

Saturday 22nd Dec 9.00am
23rd

Celtic Morning Prayer (breakfast from 8ish)

Sunday
Dec
Last of Advent

11.00am

Holy Communion - Junior Church in the vestry

Monday 24th Dec

3.30pm
11.30pm

Jesus Birthday Party
Midnight Mass

Tuesday 25th Dec

11am

Christmas Morning Holy Communion

Sunday 30th Dec

9am for
10am

United Benefice Service at St Michael’s, Shefford – with
breakfast from 9am

Bike and Hike Update! Thanks to everyone who participated and gave support in the
2018 Bike and Hike in aid of the Bedfordshire and Hertfordshire Historic Churches Trust,
back in September. After everyone’s efforts, the Meppershall team raised a total of
£1044.94. That’s a fantastic achievement and if you want to be part of it next year,
please get in touch.
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Services and Events – January 2019 - At St Mary’s unless stated below
Date
Time
Service / Event
Weds 2nd Jan

10.00am

Holy Communion

Sunday 6th Jan
Epiphany

11.00am

Holy Communion, plus Junior Church.

Tuesday 8th Jan

2-4pm

Rectory Tea - Chat and a cuppa, all welcome

Weds 9th Jan

10.00am

Holy Communion

Friday 11th Jan

9pm

Silent Together Enjoy the presence of God in the
tranquillity of the church - 30 mins.

Sunday 13th Jan
8.30am
st
1 After Epiphany 11.00am
2.15pm

Holy Communion
Morning Worship – all welcome!
Second Sunday Stroll – a loop of Shillington out past
Chibley Farm, past the church and back via Shillington
Bury.

Monday 14th Jan

7.15pm for
7.30 start

Bible Society: Jesus Calls “Let the Little Children Come
to Me.” With Esther Buss at St Michael’s, Shefford.

Weds 16th Jan

10.00am

Holy Communion

20th

Sun
Jan
nd
2 After
Epiphany

8.30am
11.00am

Holy Communion

Tuesday 22nd Jan

2-4pm

Rectory Tea - Chat and a cuppa, all welcome

10.00am

Holy Communion

9.00am
7pm for
7.30

Celtic Morning Prayer (breakfast from 8ish)
Meppershall Village Quiz at the Village Hall – Bar from
7pm. Just £5 per person – individually or in
tables/teams of 6. Call Miriam and James to reserve –
857836.

Weds

23rd

Jan

Saturday 26th Jan

Holy Communion
Morning Worship – All Welcome!

Sunday 27th Jan
11.00am
rd
3 after Epiphany

Holy Communion - Junior Church in the vestry

Weds 30th Jan

Holy Communion

10.00am

New Year, New Activities…?

If you’re new to Meppershall or just want to try something new in
2019, why not come along to your Parish Church for one of the many
activities and services? We would love to welcome you. There are
lots of interesting things going on. Lots of nice people to meet. Lots
of cakes and biscuits that need to be eaten after most of our
services. Some of the best tea and coffee going. And lots of
volunteering opportunities. Or just come and enjoy the historic
building and the peace of the churchyard. It’s yours to come and be
part of. Consider yourself invited!
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Junior Church
St Mary’s Church, Meppershall
Our next Junior Church sessions are:
Sunday 2 December
(including Christmas activities)

and
Sunday 3 February 2019
11am at St Mary’s Church. Ages 3 to 12

The JC Team wishes you a very
Merry Christmas!
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Memories of Dairy Farming in Meppershall
A Sermon from the St Mary’s Pet Blessing Service in October.
Here are three abiding memories that I run and rerun in my mind with lasting pleasure.
It is 5am on a sunny summer morning, the dew still forming, bejewelled in the low rising sun.
As I walk through the hedge gateway into 30 acres of closely grazed grass, 130 expectant
heads turn towards me from various corners of the field. It’s time to gather our herd for
milking. Many of them have already started to make their way towards the milking parlour as
I call. A few lazy ones will need a chivvy up.
It is now 9pm on a frosty winter evening as I close the barn door behind me to enter a silent,
steaming, silage fragranced and contented community. Winter-housed cows at work,
chewing cud yet at ease and at rest. A final nightly look round and sweep up of feed before
my own bedtime.
A triumphant, exhausted, heaving bellow and a 5ft long slime projectile lands at my feet. I rub
its flanks with straw and clear its mouth and nose, even as it shakes its head and snorts. A
Friesian heifer calf enters our dairy herd, a process observed for the ‘umpteenth’ time and
yet it might be my very first for the wonder this always brings. This miracle of birth never
ceases to deliver a sense of wonder and amazement. In 30 months or so she will be an integral
part of our milking herd having delivered her own first calf by way of initiation.
It is now 27 years since we took the tough but sensible decision to disperse our dairy herd
and concentrate on arable crops and storage use in the emptied buildings. And although I
don’t miss the aggravation associated with twice daily milking, 365 days a year; and tractors
reluctant to start for feeding on a cold Christmas morning, I miss the cows. How I miss the
cows. They were our friends. We knew them all by name and family lines. Many would
approach us for a scratch under their chin or just an inquisitive lick and snuffle. But they were
not play things or creatures to be exploited. They were part of the exquisitely created natural
order that we had the privilege to be involved with.
John Lewis-Stempel in his wonderful book The Running Hare: The Secret Life of Farmland,
writes this: “The murmur of bees is the sound of high summer in England. If one listens
carefully one can hear something else: the hum of the Universe.” The sounds and sight of cows
bring me similar cause to reflect about our intimate relationship with this part of Creation:
the animal kingdom, domesticated and wild.
The book of Genesis records the mandate that God gave to humankind through Adam to care
for and be wisely responsible for His created world. History and experience show that we have
not always done this well and we suffer for it, directly or indirectly. But where we do try and
work with, and in, our natural world (and follow the Maker’s instructions) we discover, or
more to the point re-discover, something of this hum of the universe. It is invigorating,
healing, humbling and rewarding. It speaks of seasonal cycle and purpose, dependability and
hope. It is both vigorous and fragile. There is in it, something beyond and above our human
understanding. Stop, look, listen and wonder.
Just like with a newly born calf… Chris Foster, 20th October 2018
Tina Lee (left), a
Meppershall
resident, and her
dog Alfie. Tina is
devoted to training
dogs like Alfie to
help humans with
serious conditions.
We raised about
£43 for this charity.
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Shefford Leisure Group

By Enid Pamment

DECEMBER 2018 – JANUARY 2019
May I, on behalf of members of Shefford Leisure Group wish all our
readers, both new and existing good health and happiness during
the festive season and into 2019.
Although the dark evenings are now upon us until the Springtime,
we have experienced beautiful days and the Autumnal colours
have been glorious, the skies have been cloudless and the sun
beautiful (with the exception of when you are driving!) and that
can be hazardous!
Since my last report, I explained that on our visit to the Arboretum our coach was a little
unwell and we had to abandon our visit and return home. However, this has now been
resolved and a new trip has been arranged for May of 2019. Special arrangements have been
made for the people who ‘missed out’ so hopefully everyone will be ‘happy’!
Our last outing was to Thursford – this really is a ‘must’ for our group. We left Shefford at
9am and made our way to Elvedon, previously booked where we could sit and enjoy a lovely
coffee, toast, bacon and egg rolls etc. etc. – all beautifully served which allowed us a little
time to look around their deli counters which are more like a mini Fortnum & Mason! we then
re-boarded our coach to make our way to Thursford arriving there at 12.20pm. It was not
long before everyone was in the Christmas spirit admiring all the decorations, music, moving
stuffed animals etc. what a welcoming sight certainly to put people in the Christmas spirit.
The shops were beautifully displayed with Christmas fayre or alternatively one could visit
‘Winter Wonderland’. Inside the auditorium one could sample a mulled wine with a hot mince
pie! Not long before the show opened with dancing girls and a superb resident orchestra.
The show was super, full of variety and interests to suit all tastes. The dresses were beautiful
and later the men in the audience certainly appreciated the dancing girls giving a wonderful
display of the Can Can!
After the show we made our way back to where the coaches were parked. All the bushes and
trees were covered with sparkling little lights. It really was a picture. Afterwards we made
our way to Swaffham where fish & chips were on the menu! We then settled down for our
homeward journey. A long day but most enjoyable. I must remember to book early to ensure
good seats for the show in 2019!
The report on Classical Spectacular at the Royal Albert Hall – will have to wait until the New
Year. We still have John Rutter, ‘Cruising into Christmas’ and the St.Albans sixth Christmas
Market is still to come, all are still available. If there are ideas you would like me to look into
please give me a call and I will be only too please to assist.
May I wish everyone Season’s Greetings and contentment in 2019.
Take care, safe travelling and enjoy the festive season.
Enid and all from Shefford Leisure Group x x
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FORTHCOMING EVENTS PLANNED FOR 2018
JOHN RUTTER’S CHRISTMAS CAROL CONCERT (MATINEE) - ROYAL ALBERT HALL – Tuesday
4th December – Arena, Circle & Choir seats available. *
CRUISING INTO CHRISTMAS – Sunday 9th December 2018 Leaving Shefford at 11am to
Greenwich and meet at the Pier for our cruise to London and meet the Guide and coach for a
tour finishing at Covent Garden.
ST. ALBANS CHRISTMAS MARKETS, – Sunday 16th December 2018 – Leaving Shefford at
9.30pm. Coach will drop off near the Cathedral and the usual Saturday Market, will meet us
at 2.30pm to take us down the Holywell Hill to see the Christmas Markets set within Meraki
Christmas Festival. We will leave the Market at 4pm so be back in Shefford by 5.30pm.
2019
• Coming to Milton Keynes Theatre:
*ANTON & ERIN – ONE PERFORMANCE ONLY!! – Dance those magical musicals – Wednesday
13th February 7.30pm performance. Leaving Shefford at 5pm.
*JOSEPH & HIS AMAZING TECHNICOLOUR DREAMCOAT – (Matinee) – Wednesday 10th April
2019. Leaving Shefford at 1pm
* LES MISERABLES – Thursday 30th May (Matinee) Leaving Shefford at 1pm.
THE MOUNTBATTEN FESTIVAL OF MUSIC (Matinee) – Saturday 16th March 2019 - Royal
Albert Hall. - Choir and Circle Seats – Leaving Shefford at 10am.
ESSEX & HERTS Air Ambulance – Saturday 6th April – Visitor Centre tours at North Weald
Airfield.
THE NATIONAL ARBORETUM – Thursday 16th May 2019 leaving Shefford at 9am.
CHELMER AND BLACKWATER CRUISE – Saturday 25th May 2019 – with light lunch whilst
cruising on the ‘Victoria’.
NATIONAL MEMORIAL ARBORETUM – Thursday – 16th May 2019
LONDON SHOWS CURRENTLY AVAILABLE – ALL MATINEE PERFORMANCES
(organised in conjunction with Stevenage Group Travel) – 2018 - 2019
Kindly note: As Shefford is not a regular pick-up point arrangements may be made to transport
you to either Baldock, Letchworth or Hitchin to collect the coach, this depends solely on how
many people require Shefford as a pick up for any particular show.
*TINA TURNER – Monday 10th December (evening). – Stall Seats – Leaving Shefford at
4.15pm. (Sold out) – Please note a few more tickets have been purchased for August 2019.
*THE SNOW MAN – Wednesday 12th December – Stall Seats – Peacock Theatre – Leaving
Shefford at 10.30am
2019
Valentine’s Day opera gala – Thursday 14th February (for one night only) the world’s favourite
romantic operas, beautifully performed at the Cadogan Hall. Stall seats only – Leaving
Shefford at 4.15pm.
LET’S FACE THE MUSIC (Matinee) – Sunday 17th March – Royal Philharmonic Orchestra – A
tribute to the great musicians. A nostalgic celebration of much-loved songs from the sic
musicals of the golden age of Hollywood. Leaving Shefford at 11am.
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*9 – 5 THE MUSICAL (MATINEE) – Wednesday 20th March. – Dolly Parton’s rollicking musical.
Stall Seats, Savoy Theatre – Coach leaving Shefford at 10.30am
Please telephone for prices and availability of any holidays, outings or shows listed above.
Kindly Note: Trips marked with a * have been arranged by Stevenage Group Travel.
If there are only a few people booking their trips, so save time their ‘regular’ pick-ups are
Baldock, Letchworth, Hitchin and Stevenage as sometimes it is not viable for a coach to
come to Shefford first and makes it difficult for driver’s hours etc. We do hope you
understand.
For all holidays, including transport from Shefford and hotel accommodation, Shefford
Leisure Group acts as an agent for the Tour Operator; their terms and conditions apply.
Shefford Leisure Group is open to everyone in the local community, who feel they would like
to join us on our ventures and see places they would not see under their own steam. We are
always happy to meet new friends.
Raffles are held and all the proceeds are for Keech Hospice Care for Children. For further
information regarding dates, prices and availability or to receive our monthly newsletter,
please contact Enid on 01462 851397 or e-mail enid.pamment@gmail.com.
Enid Pamment – Shefford Leisure Group
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Financial Matters

By Paul Savuto

Reached your half-century? How to plan for retirement
Once you reach 50, it’s time to get serious about planning your retirement. True, it could
still seem ages away, and you may not be thinking of giving up work anytime soon.
However, putting a retirement plan together will help you understand what your finances
will look like when you decide to take life easy.
Retirement planning isn’t just about getting your money organised, although that’s vitally
important. Depending on your circumstances, you may want to think about completely
changing your lifestyle, moving home, travelling the world, or simply putting your feet up.
And like all big projects in life, the more time you can invest in thinking it through, the better.
Start by taking stock
Getting financial advice will help you get a true perspective on how your pension planning is
shaping up. We will help you work out the value of your current plans, including your state
pension entitlement. If you’ve lost track of pensions held with past employers, now is a good
time to get them traced. If you’ve several pension plans, we will be able to help you work out
if it would make sense to consolidate them. And don’t just think about pensions; having
money in ISAs will help in planning your retirement income tax-efficiently.
Do your sums
Don’t leave it until the last minute to work out how much money you’ll need to live on in
retirement. Some costs will go down, like travel to work, but others like utility bills are likely
to increase as you spend more time at home. Factor in the cost of the travel, holidays and
hobbies you’re likely to want to pursue when you have more time.
Seven out of ten pension savers favour retirement income targets
Without professional advice, it can be very difficult to know if you’re saving enough for your
retirement. It’s unsurprising then that many savers who took part in a survey5 carried out by
the Pensions & Lifetime Savings Association (PLSA) believe that saving and planning would be
made easier by having retirement income targets available, a concept that is currently used
successfully in Australia.
The PLSA proposes three levels of target that would equate to ‘minimum’, ‘modest’, and
‘comfortable’ levels of income in retirement. These, it believes, would give savers a tangible
target to aim for, and encourage them to keep their pension plan under regular review. Its
research also highlighted a worrying finding: 51% of those surveyed wrongly thought that the
auto- enrolment minimum pension contribution level represents a recommended amount of
money that should be saved. However, this isn’t the case and the PLSA is calling for the
minimum level (8% from April 2019) to increase to what they believe is a more realistic figure
of 12% of salary between 2025 and 2030.
More taking out protection policies as health consciousness rises
Life is full of twists and turns, some of them good, others not so good. Protection policies are
one of the best ways of ensuring your family is provided for financially, if unexpected and
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unwelcome events should happen. Policies can pay out lump-sums or provide an income to
ease the financial burden at a difficult time.
It seems that the message that it’s important to have the right type of protection policy in
place is being listened to. Recent data from financial software company IRESS, shows a
positive trend in the sale of protection products in the first six months of 2018. Life term
insurance and Income Protection saw the largest year on year increase in new business, up
35.1% in the first half of 2018 compared with the first half of 2017.
Insurers believe that this rise is due, in part, to greater health consciousness and a better
understanding of the part that protection policies can play in keeping a roof over a family’s
head and ensuring that household bills can still be paid if death or illness were to strike.
If you’d like advice on choosing the right insurance cover, do get in touch. As part of the
service at DGS, we take the time to understand our client’s unique planning needs and
circumstances, so that we can provide you with the most suitable solutions in the most costeffective way. For a free review of your current plans and financial situation, please contact
Paul Savuto, AFPS, Chartered Financial Planner. DGS Independent Financial Advisers Ltd.
07834 499595 or email ps@dgsifa.com , I’ll be happy to talk to you.
In memory of Eric Bygraves whose funeral took place in November…

Spinney Corner, Meppershall

By Maisie Bygraves.

A place where time stands still, trees and leaves sway in the wind, squirrels perch and scurry,
pigeons sing early morning songs, deer seek refuge, pheasants feel free, red apples fall and roll,
cats find comfort, children, grandchildren and great grandchildren explore.
A place where marriage lasts 61 years and will continue to last.
A place where love is always unconditional, people are always kind and where family comes
together.
A place where great grandchildren love waving at the kind man in the window. Where Eric is sat
smoking his pipe, admiring the view he's loved and cherished for so many years.
A place where Nana's downstairs in the kitchen tenderly cooking dinner.
A place worlds apart from a Japanese Prisoner of War Camp, surviving on a bowl of rice a day,
brutality and unforgiving physical labour.
A place where two of the kindest souls brought up two of the most loyal children you
could wish for.
Spinney corner, Meppershall; A place where Eric, Grandad, Dad found his beautiful
safe haven.
Here's to you Grandad - enjoy your new view of the garden.
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Summerfield Miniature Railway - Bedford Model Engineering Society
Off the A600 just past Haynes Turn
Public Running Days in 2018 from 10.30AM to 4 PM
DEC

Sat & Sun 8th/9th Santa
Specials – pre-booking
essential

Birthdays
In December:
Pam Flint will be 89
Joyce Smith will be 90
In January:
Barbara Carne will be 83
Phyllis Corns will be 92
Maurice Horwood will be 88
Brenda Wright will be 88
Our congratulations to all of these
friends of the Messenger - many happy
returns!
Pictured here: Poppy Ashton receives
her 90th Birthday Celebration Cake from
the Messenger last month. Once again,
best wishes Poppy and Happy Birthday

from the Messenger team.

For further information,
see our website:
www.bedfordmes.co.uk
*On our Wednesday openings, only limited
catering will be available.
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Meppershall Living Advent Calendar

35

36

The Team
CONTRIBUTIONS
The Editor welcomes contributions to the Messenger, whether as letters, articles or notices.
Contributions should preferably be as attachments to e-mail (address below) but handwritten
contributions may be sent by post, or left in the folder kept at the Village Stores.
Contributions should run to not more than one A5 page (except by prior arrangement) and
should be received by the Editor not later than the 12th of the month for publication at the
end of that month. Contributions received after the deadline may be held over.
DISCLAIMER
The Editor reserves the right to omit or alter any advertisement or article and to change the
content, format or issue date of the magazine without prior notice. The Editor cannot be held
responsible for the factual correctness of, or for any libellous comment or statement made in
any advertisement, article or other contribution published in this magazine. Every effort will
be made to avoid any deliberate attempt to mislead or otherwise cause harm or damage to
any person or persons by any advertisement, article or any other contribution published in
this magazine.
THE TEAM
Joint Editors

James Read &
Mick Ridley

mepp.messenger@gmail.com
Facebook: Mepp.Messenger

Assistant Editor
Advertising

David Turner
Andrew Pain

Distribution

Colette House

Production
Co-ordination
Treasurer

Enid Pamment

2 Campton Road
813613
26 Fildyke Road
07875 580069
andrewgpain@hotmail.com
90 Fildyke Road
815585
colettehouse@gmail.com
112 High Street
851397
enid.pamment@gmail.com
16 Brookmead
812983
meppershallmessenger@meppershall.org

John Thompson

Covers by request: On this month’s cover, the team chose a picture looking south down
Shillington Road from the viewpoint bench – at dawn on a frosty winter morning. Is there a
place, person or something else in the village you would like to see on the cover of a future
edition of The Messenger? Get in touch, let us know, we will do the rest!
2019
Jan
Feb
Mar

28
25
25

Please note that dates in the table (left) indicate
the month in which the collating will take place,
at 2.30 pm in the Sugar Loaf. The issue being
collated will relate to the following month.

