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Volume 26     Issue 6 
October  2010 

EDITORIAL 
 
So here we are again after our summer break; I hope that you had a good 

holiday with good weather, wherever you were.  For my part, it is very nice 

to be warming the Editor‟s chair again. 

 

I must first thank those who took the trouble to complete our Readership 

Survey.  It was a little disappointing to get back only about 30 forms from 

the 700+ that we sent out, but those that we did get back were generally 

very complimentary.  It would be unsafe to draw any firm conclusions from 

such a small sample, and almost every respondent either liked everything 

or, at worst, had no strong feelings.  There seems to be about equal support 

for the purely “informational” items such as the events diary, and the 

features: Roger‟s Bees, The Polehanger Diaries and the Financial News 

were almost universally popular! 

 

But even without your guidance, we have made some changes this month.  

The biggest change is to put the four Who‟s Who pages into a separate 

cover, which also includes the bus times.  These items change only 

occasionally, so we will not publish them again until April 2011.  In 

between prints, copies will be available in the Bakery and the PO/Stores.  

PLEASE KEEP THIS NEW WHO‟S WHO AND WHAT‟S WHAT 

SECTION SAFE FOR FUTURE REFERENCE! 

 

We have some new items to replace them: we have a most unexpected slant 

on a Parish Council meeting on pages 8 & 9; on pages 22 & 23 we have the 

first of a series of articles on wine by that well known oenophile, Duncan 

Thomas.  Then, I hope that the letter from Teresa Richards on page 4 will 

generate some further interest. 

 

My last point is not new but is a repetition for which the Messenger is very 

grateful: the Parish Council has given us further support with £300 towards 

the cost of replacing our paper stocks.  They also said some very nice 

things about The Messenger, and we appreciate those too. 
 

                               Dick Bulley 
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LETTERS 

Trundle Towers 

Meppershall 

The Editor,                                                                         13/09/10 

The Meppershall Messenger 

 

Dear Sir, 

Yesterday afternoon (Sunday 12
th

 Sept) several young gentlemen (I 

use the term loosely) entered my premises and after prising a number 

of pieces of hardcore out of the ground proceeded to bombard my 

Land Rover.  I myself was reposing in front of the “Idiots Lantern” 

watching some other young men risking life and limb playing Rugby 

League. 

 

My question is WHY?  What possessed these half-wits (the stoners, 

not the Rugby League players), to indulge in such infantile 

behaviour? Had they been on the Egyptian Woodbines? Were they 

trying to impress the young ladies with them?  Did their actions give 

them some form of sexual gratification, or were they just “bored”?  

Answers on a postcard, please. 

 

My fear is that in a few weeks time, my cows and their offspring will 

return from their summer hols in Gravenhurst to spend the winter in 

straw yards a few yards from my boundary fence, and then Wow!  

Moving targets – how spiffing! 

 

Truly, if these kids‟ brains were made of rubber there would not be 

enough material to make a contraceptive for a centipede! 

 

Regards, 

 Mick Trundle. 

 

This is (for him) a very restrained reaction from Mick and the 

question it poses is very valid – why do they do it?  Any serious 

suggestions would be welcome, by postcard or e-mail.              Ed. 
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Dear Dick Bulley 

  

Being fairly new to the village (I've lived here since April), I must 

just say I really enjoy reading The Messenger and once read it gets 

passed around to most of my family who live a fair few miles away 

but also enjoy the read. 

  

My reason for sending you an email is a suggestion; I don't know if it 

has already been done, but my son has just gone out to Afghanistan 

for his second tour of duty there, and when we were talking just 

before he flew out last week, he was saying how many soldiers are 

single or without families and so don't receive any letters or parcels 

from home. It‟s just the simple things that we take for granted, e.g. 

toothpaste, soap, sweets, even a pack of cards and magazines, so I 

wondered if The Messenger could perhaps start a support a soldier 

campaign?  It doesn't cost a lot to fill a shoe box with some goodies 

and send it free of charge to "A Soldier", and I know it would be so 

much appreciated. I would be more than happy to be the go between 

and collect and send the boxes. What do you think? 

 

I would be most grateful to hear from you with your views on this. 

Kind regards 

Teresa Richards 

9 Taylors Close 
My view is that this is a really excellent idea, and Messenger readers 

should get behind it.  It is not an appeal for funds, like Help for Heroes, but 

a request for simple things.  Whatever your views on the war in 

Afghanistan, I am sure you will want to express solidarity with the lads who 

put their lives on the line because that is what they have signed up to do.  

We cannot make them any safer but we can let them know that they 

personally are appreciated.  Items (not necessarily full shoeboxes) can be 

delivered direct to Teresa or left with The Editor. If anyone would like a 

personal reply, Teresa says to include a short note with name and address.  

Some of you might wish to include a photo! 
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Meppershall Bakery Bees by Roger 
 
      The summer holidays are over and back to work or school.   August was the 

month we collected the main honey crop. The harvest was good. The large hive 

yielded about 90 lbs so, with the spring crop of 50lbs, that one hive has given us 

140lbs of honey. That queen has now been superseded and the new queen is laying 

eggs all over the place but she will calm down in 2 or 3 weeks. The other hives are 

all OK. We have 7 strong colonies and one small nuc. The nuc is a 5 framed small 

colony that needs to be transferred to a 10 frame hive which I will do next week.   

Early September is the month when we prepare for the winter, making sure the 

bees are healthy, free from varoa and have plenty of food.  If not I will have to feed 

them with sugar syrup, as they will need about 15 kilos of stores to see them 

through to spring. When the temperature drops below 10
o 

C the bees will form a 

cluster to keep warm and the queen will be in the middle, nice and warm. The 

cluster moves through the hive eating the stored honey as it goes. To stop mice and 

other vermin from entering the hive, we can place a mouse guard in front of the 

hive entrance with holes as small as a pencil to stop mice getting in, which works 

very well. The end of October is the best time to do this because the bees may still 

be bringing in pollen from the ivy and the mouse guards may knock the pollen off 

their legs or pollen sacks. Also October is a good month with some warm sunny 

days to clean up the apiary. Some of the hives are looking a little sad and could do 

with some TLC ready for next season.  

The waspinator I placed in the apiary may have worked because when I hung it in 

the tree there were a lot of wasps around.  I covered one hive with a net curtain and 

placed jam jars on top of others I also closed the entrance to a 2 bee space. When 

we returned from holiday there were not many wasps around and also the weather 

had been wet. The bakehouse bins have been full of wasps so the waspinator may 

have worked but I am sceptical about this. I have lost one hive to the wasps but it 

was a very small colony and not strong enough to fight off the wasps. The other 

small nuc did not have a queen, but one of the workers started laying eggs; this was 

taken by the wasps - saved me the job of culling them.  

It has been a busy two months so I hope things will start to calm down now. We 

have a good stock of honey and hope it is enough to see us through the winter.  

Our new line of honey donuts, on Saturdays, is going well but very sticky. Yum! 

Honey available at Rogers Bakery- see you there. 

Meppershall Parish Council Report 
 
At the July meeting Mrs Sandra Read was co-opted on to the Council in the 

vacancy which had arisen with Cllr Castle‟s resignation. Cllr Read‟s co-

option is until the Parish Council elections in May 2011. 
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The latest meeting of the Parish Council was held on Monday 13th 

September at Meppershall Village Hall.. 

 

During the open part of the meeting Cllr Lew Birt from Central 

Bedfordshire Council reported that no money could be allocated to the 

construction of the footpath down Shefford Hill. 

One parishioner reported that his Land Rover which was parked on his 

property had be damaged by youths throwing half bricks and large stones 

taken from his drive way. The Editor of the Meppershall Messenger asked 

for the Council to consider a donation towards the cost of paper for the 

Magazine. The chairman of the Village Hall Management Committee 

(VHMC) detailed the proposals for this year‟s firework celebration and 

asked the Council to consider supporting the function financially. 

 

Highways & Lighting (spokesman Cllr. Roger Bryant) 
All lamp posts now have a label with the new phone number to report 

faults.  Any parishioner can use this number to report problems with light 

(the light number will also need to be quoted) and problems with the 

highways and footpaths in the Parish.. 

 

Environment & Leisure (spokesman Cllr. Paul Merryweather) 
Due to the continuing vandalism around the area of Foster‟s Field the 

Council decided not to install any new play equipment. 

The next quarterly inspection of the play equipment is due and items 

requiring attention will be assessed for severity and orders placed with the 

appropriate contractor to carry out the necessary repairs. A contractor is to 

be hired to repair the Parish Council‟s shed on Foster‟s Field which has had 

the door and roof badly damaged. 

A course of spot weed spraying has been carried out in Old Road Meadow.  

The annual letter to Wry Close allotment holders has been sent. 

The request from the VHMC for financial assistance was discussed and it 

was decided that assistance would only be considered if a major loss on the 

night occurred and then only once detailed accounts for the event had been 

received. 

The new village caretaker has been in post for a few weeks  

 

Planning & Housing (spokesman Cllr. Peter Chapman) 
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Three applications had been approved recently; 13 Church Road -  

proposed new detached garage and other minor alterations;  land to  rear of 

82 Fildyke Road – erection of new detached bungalow and Wayside 

Kennel – updating kennels and cattery to 58 and 21 respectively.  

Three new applications had been received; 20 Coneygate – proposed first 

floor balcony (no objections); Methodist Chapel – change of use and 

conversion to a single dwelling (no objections) and 84 Shefford Road – 

proposed new front enclosed porch. 

A note from the last planning meeting of Central Beds states that legal 

action is now to be taken against the owners/occupiers of „The Pigling‟ for 

contravening the relevant Planning Act. This matter has been ongoing for 

15 years. 

 

Other Matters. 
The Council agreed to support the Messenger to the sum of £300. 

 
Peter Chapman - Chairman of Meppershall Parish Council 

 

The next two Parish Council meetings will be held on Monday 11
th
 October 

and Monday 8
th
 November 2010 at Meppershall Lower School 

commencing at 7.45pm. 

 

The number to call to report faults with the highway or with street 
lights is 

0300 300 8049 
Please obtain a reference number for your complaint so that you can 

follow it up. 
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PARISH COUNCIL MEETING – CONTINUED! 
 

After reading the forgoing report from the Chair of the Council, you will 
have formed the impression that Council meetings are business like but 
pretty sober occasions.  You may therefore be as surprised as I was when 
the Parish Clerk (no less!) delivered his report on one item of business in 
the following words.  The item concerned the replacement (or otherwise) of 
the Parish Notice board at the end of Taylors Close.                                           
Ed 
 

The Saga of the Notice board Quote 
 

Our notice board has had its day, the Councillors all cried 
The Clerk must get some prices, and then we will decide 
On which is the most suitable to put up in its stead; 
The colour doesn‟t matter – so long as it‟s not red! 
 

It shouldn‟t take much time at all to carry out this task 
So simple and straightforward – it isn‟t much to ask. 
It will be very easy, Clerk – you‟ll hardly have to try. 
The Clerk was not convinced by that and muttered this reply: 
 

“Oh Councillors of Meppershall, you know not what you say. 
It won‟t be quite that simple – but I‟ll do it anyway”. 
Then with those words he started in upon the job in hand 
But quickly found that notice boards are just like grains of sand. 
 

There‟s hundreds of varieties of make and size and shape; 
The choice is quite bewildering: from that you can‟t escape. 
Consider all the following – make of it what you can, 
And if you are successful, then you are the better man. 
 

It can be made of plastic, out of metal or of wood. 
Wall-mounted or freestanding – you‟ll find either type is good. 
It could be open fronted or with doors that you can lock 
Those with gas spring technology are really quite a shock! 
 

Some have lights and some have not, and some come solar powered – 
I wouldn‟t touch the last of those – but then I‟m just a coward. 
You think you‟ve done the basics now?  Then you can think again 
On what you‟re going to put in it, and that can be a pain. 
 

Yes, you must choose the size you want, so here we go again: 
A four page spread of A4 sheets?  Or should it p‟raps be ten? 
Be careful now – here comes the crunch; of doubt you must be rid:  
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Twixt small and large, the difference is about a thousand quid! 
 

So that‟s it done, the choice is made; it‟s time to have a drink. 
 

So finally, the background board, which might promote much talk; 
It could be very simple, just over-laid with cork; 
Or how about magnetic and good bye to drawing pins? 
Or dare you try the ultimate: 
Environmentally friendly re-cycled rubber/cork composite – like that beer 
that gives you wings 
 

With many thanks to Chris Waghorn and to Meppershall Parish Council for 
permission to publish. 
 

And what did they decide?  Not to replace it for now! 
 

 

5 MINUTE INTERVIEW  

– MOBILE REFLEXOLOGIST VANESSA JONES 

What is reflexology? Reflexology is based on the theory that all the 

parts, glands, organs and systems of the body are reflected onto the 

feet, therefore by manipulating and massaging the feet the whole body 

can be treated.  Reflexology can eliminate tight, stressed areas of the 

body therefore by being relaxed and stress free the body can enjoy 

improved health. I also read people’s feet, its amazing how much you 

can tell about a person and the stresses they’re experiencing. 

How did you get into Reflexology? My husband and I had a regular 

reflexologist who decided to move away. My husband found that 

reflexology really helped his migraines so I studied and qualified 

myself. I began my practice 3 years ago. 

How can I try a treatment? Give me a call on 07989 180849 I travel 

to my clients addresses and bring everything I need. The cost is £25 

per person, less if there’s a group of you. 

How can I learn more? Please see my website at 

www.reflexologybyvanessa.co.uk  

If you would like to be interviewed to publicize your business please 

contact Helen Roberts on 811313 

http://www.reflexologybyvanessa.co.uk/
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SHEFFORD LEISURE GROUP 

 
During July our Suffolk Coastal Tour took us to Newmarket to meet out 
Guide, then on to Woodbridge for morning refreshments before making our 
way to Aldeburgh for a short stop and a closer look at the sea.  Then it was 
off to Dunwich to Flora‟s Tearooms to enjoy a fish and chip or prawn salad 
lunch, followed by fresh fruit salad and ice cream and as much tea/coffee 
as we could drink.  In the afternoon we continued our tour to Thorpeness 
then on to Southwold where some of us joined our Guide to explore the 
finest medieval church in England while others made their way once again 
to the seashore.  A cup of tea ended our day before heading home. 
 
August found our Leisure Group cruising down the Rhine.  The scenery 
was spectacular with steep hillsides covered in grapevines.  Our ship, the 
„Princess Christina‟ had a pleasant dining room where excellent food was 
served by charming and very obliging staff.  On two occasions we enjoyed 
special menus.  We were frequently able to enjoy the sun deck, as the 
weather was very kind to us, but they had experienced so much rainfall 
prior to our visit that we were unable to continue our cruise down the 
Moselle as the water level was too high for the boat to sail under the 
bridge.  However, through our Tour Manager we were still able to visit 
Cochem and Bernkastle.  Our other day trips including the Eifel Mountains, 
St Goar, Loreley Rock, Rudesheim and Koblenz.  We then continued onto 
Linz, Konigswinter then up to the Drachenfels Mountain before returning to 
Cologne with enough time left before our return journey home to visit their 
beautiful cathedral. 
 

Forthcoming Events 2010 

 

Thursford Last Night of the Proms Tuesday 28
th
 September 

Made in Birmingham Wednesday 29
th

 September 

Visit to York Friday 15
th
 October 

That‟ll be the Day.  Grove Theatre, 
Dunstable. 

Sunday, 17
th

 October 

Land of Hope and Glory Wednesday 27
th

 October 

Lord Mayor‟s Show Saturday, 13
th

 November 
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Thursford Christmas Spectacular 
(matinees) 

Saturday 13
th

 November & 
Wednesday 17

th
 November 

Christmas Cruise 8
th

 December 

Singing with the Stars: Royal Albert Hall Thursday 9
th

 December 

John Rutter – Royal Albert Hall Saturday 11
th

 December 

 
Forthcoming Events 2011 
 
Dick Whittington – Milton Keynes Mon 3

rd
 January 

Kill or Cure (London) Wed 2
nd

 February 

Mystery Tour (Not Devon!) Fri 18 – Mon 21
st
 February 

Essex Smuggling Haunts+Colchester Wed 9
th
 March 

Annual Get-together, Memorial hall, 
Shefford 

Sat 26
th
 March 

Treasures of Tuscany Sat 9
th

 – Wed 13
th
 April  

Moggerhanger: Guided Tour & Bluebell 
walk + afternoon tea 

Date to be advised 

Frogmore Paper Trail & short river trip Sunday 5
th
 June 

London theatres are available and if there is a particular show of interest, 
please contact me and we will see what can be done.  Always open to new 
ideas and offers. 
For all holidays which include hotel accommodation, Shefford Leisure 
Group acts as an agent for the Tour Operator, their terms and conditions 
apply. 

Enid Pamment, Shefford Leisure Group   
Shefford Leisure Group is open to everyone in the local community who 
feel they would like to join us on our ventures.  We are always happy to 
meet new friends.  Raffles are held and the proceeds are for Keech 
Cottage Children‟s Hospice. For further information regarding dates, prices 
and availability or to receive our monthly newsletter, please contact Enid 
on: 01462 851397 or e-mail Enidpamment@aol.com 

mailto:Enidpamment@aol.com
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 YOUR SHOUT 
 

FARMING DIARY: Many people who have had the pleasure of 

knowing Kathleen and Michael over the years will have been extremely 

moved, as we were, to read Chris Foster‟s disclosure on his pages of the 

sad news about his mother, so soon after the loss of his father earlier this 

year. I feel sure that there are many, many people in Meppershall whose 

thoughts and prayers will be with Chris and Christine and their family in 

these most difficult times. 

Chris asks at the foot of his page if there is more we would like to know 

about farming? I am sure I am not the only person in the village who values 

the comment on his pages, and the insight which otherwise would be 

unknown to us but for his monthly report, please keep up the good work 

Chris!                                         [And so say all of us – Ed] 

Are there any old photos from the past, 50 or 60 year‟s ago that you can 

share with readers?  I was brought up in Yorkshire in the 40‟s, and 

although this was not on a farm, it was next to one.  I have vivid memories 

of the potato harvest, when the plough would be trailed behind the tractor, 

churning up the potatoes which were then „hand-picked‟ and placed into 

buckets to be taken to a trailer.  Of the wheat, which would be cut and 

„sheaved‟, pitch forked and loaded onto a cart, which was then pulled by a 

tractor from the fields and into the farmyard where the „thresher‟ was 

waiting to do it‟s bit to separate the corn from the chaff.  Of rhubarb, which 

was „forced‟ in blacked out sheds, and where farm hands had to work in 

conditions close to darkness.  For those who did this work, the days were 

very hard and long. 

 

LAST MONTH‟S COVER PHOTO: In the knowledge that the 

Biggleswade Chronicle was unable to provide a photographer for the 

Summer Fair 2010, I took my camera along and took some pictures, which 

I later sent to Dick Bulley.  It came as a surprise when I go a call from Dick 

asking if I knew the girl on one of them.  This was not a photo taken by 

myself, but was one which my granddaughter, left with her father, had 

taken of herself when she got hold of the camera and was experimenting 

with it. This happened as „yours truly‟ was singing with the Village Choir, 

seen in the background of the photo.  

Holly was initially somewhat embarrassed to see herself on the front cover 

of the magazine; she is only five, and will be six on October 1. We, and her 

parents, were proud to see it and she herself has come to like it too.  Since 
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then, when asked what she would like for her birthday or what she would 

like Santa Clause to bring her this year, she answered…yes you‟ve got 

it….a CAMERA! 

 

VILLAGE BARBECUE: Another excellent occasion, which took place 

in the Rectory Garden on Sunday August 15, hosted by Rev John Harper 

and his good lady Sandra; it was thoroughly enjoyed by all who bought 

their ticket and went along for this annual event.  Delicious barbecue food, 

followed by scrumptious sweets and puddings in great assortment, together 

with wine and beer: what more could you ask for?  A well stocked tombola 

and raffle added to the occasion, with the laughter being witness to what 

had most definitely been a most successful day. 

 

RENEWAL OF MARRIAGE VOWS: At 2pm on Saturday 

September 4, in St. Mary‟s Church, Debbie and Gary Powers renewed their 

marriage vows. 

 

KENNY BALL: Are you one of those lucky people who have got a ticket 

for the concert on October 9? The Friends of St. Mary‟s are astounded by 

the demand and are extremely grateful for your support. As this goes to 

press there are just a „few‟ tickets available, if you want to come, it might 

not be too late to get one, please call 01462 813357. 

 

REMEMBER, It‟s YOUR SHOUT. 

Call me with your submissions on 01462 813357 or email 

trevor.thorley1@btinternet.com 
 

Significant Birthdays: 
 
Archie Russell  98 on 1

st
 October 

Charlie Taylor  82 on 4
th
 October 

Frances Wright  91 on 15
th

 October 

John Pontin  93 on 24
th

 October 

We wish you all a very happy day. 
We also apologise to Danielle Savory and Chloe Thorne for misspelling 
their names in the captions to our colour supplement last month.     Ed. 

mailto:trevor.thorley1@btinternet.com
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Meppershall VA CE Lower 
School 

„An outstanding Church of 
England School‟ 

 
 

School Report- September 2010 
 

 
As I type, I cannot believe that school began just over a week 
ago. Our new children in Acorns class have completed their 
first full day at school and are presently watching a phonics 
and handwriting programme on their Interactive White Board. 
This makes me marvel at how much school has changed since 
I began my teaching career in the 1970‟s. 
 
I thought I would take this opportunity to introduce myself and 
share with you my „route‟ to Meppershall.  A Lincolnshire lass 
born and bred, I hit the bright lights of London to start my 
teacher training at Trent Park College of Education which is 
now Middlesex University. My first teaching post was in north 
London where I taught for many years. My career has taken 
me to some fabulous places such as Buenos Aires, Argentina, 
where I worked in the independent sector and took up my first 
Headship. On returning home to the UK, I met my husband 
and returned to teaching in south east London after my son 
was born. As a family we moved to Bedfordshire in 2004; I was 
then appointed as a Headteacher in Bedford in 2007. As I 
wrote in my letter of application, „being a Headteacher is the 
best job I‟ve ever had!‟  
 
I feel very privileged to be the Headteacher of Meppershall VA 
CE Lower School and look forward to leading the school to 
even greater heights. Everyone has made me feel so welcome 
and I could not have had a better mentor than Gill Smith who 
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guided me through the summer term with our preparations for 
September.  
 
The children have all returned to school happily and are 
settling well into their new classes. There is already a very 
purposeful and calm atmosphere in the school. After school 
and lunchtime clubs will be starting within the next two weeks 
ensuring the opportunity for the children to take part in an 
enriching programme of activities. 
 
It only remains for me to say that I am looking forward to 
meeting and working with the Meppershall community and 
strengthening the links the school already has with both the 
church and the village. 
 
 

Lyn Fairweather- September 2010 
 

 
The Governors of Meppershall Lower School recognise how 
fortunate they were to find a candidate such as Lyn Fairweather, at a 
time when some local schools were unable to find anyone suitable to 
be their Head Teacher. 
 
I equally appreciate that Lyn managed to make time to write this 
piece in what must be an incredibly busy period.  I look forward to 
developing the relationship with The Messenger as the Village looks 
forward to getting to know its new Head Teacher.  Welcome, Lyn, 
from all of us.                            Ed. 
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Financial News Update 
 

Well it looks like summer has well and truly departed doesn‟t it? 

August was a virtual non-event on the good weather front, and so it 

has been in my world. With the politicians on their summer recess it 

is perhaps no surprise that it has been quiet. The Stockmarket has 

moved encouragingly upwards, but it continues its „Three steps 

forward, and two back‟ style. Nonetheless, if you can stomach the 

volatility, modest gains are being made.  

 

As it has been quiet, I thought I would make this months article a 

little lighter, but first I would like to reiterate the closing comments 

of Chris Foster from the last edition – please can you let me (or the 

editor) know of any subjects you would like covered. It is clear from 

the phone calls I receive that a number of you do read my articles, 

but to save me becoming repetitious, let‟s hear from you. 

 

Every time we switch on the TV, radio, or read a newspaper we seem 

to be bombarded with huge numbers, whether we are talking about 

pension scheme deficits, public sector borrowing, austerity measures, 

or quantitative easing, the numbers seem incomprehensible, so do we 

really have any „feel‟ for what these massive numbers actually 

mean? Words like „Millions‟, „Billions‟ and even „Trillions‟ roll 

neatly off the tongue, but do we have any idea of just how big they 

are? We all know that a million is a 1 with six noughts after it. A 

billion has nine zeros, and a trillion has twelve. Let me put this into a 

little more perspective for you by using something we can all relate 

to – time. There are 3600 seconds in an hour, and 86,400 in a day. 

This means that a million seconds is just over eleven and a half days. 

 

On the other hand a billion seconds ago it was January 1979! Yes, 

really - the month that saw „Tragedy‟ by the Bee Gees, „I Will 

Survive‟ by Gloria Gaynor, and Blondie‟s „Heart of Glass‟ all top the 

charts. 

 A billion seconds is more than 31 and a half years – wow!  I can feel 

you are really getting the hang of this now, so when do you think a 
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trillion seconds ago was?.....Well, believe it or not it was 29,000 B.C. 

That‟s 24,000 years before the Egyptians built the pyramids, so far 

back in time that it is still meaningless. So let‟s change tack – the last 

UK census recorded the population at 61.4 million people living in 

the UK. Let us assume that £1 trillion (that‟s £1,000,000,000,000) 

was shared out: every man, woman and child would get £16,000.  
 

Even a billion is a huge number, so let‟s dream for a moment that 

you had £1 billion and were spending it at the rate of £10,000 per day 

– it would still take you nearly 274 years to get through it! 

I hope this helps you visualise the enormity of these numbers that are 

so glibly talked about by the politicians and the media?  
 

I look forward to hearing from you regarding future subject matter, 

by which time we will be well and truly into Autumn. 
 

Jon Ingarfill 

Tel: 07870 564115 or email: jon@rutherfordfinancial.co.uk 
 

 

5 MINUTE INTERVIEW  

– LOCAL PAMPERED CHEF  PARTY CONSULTANT  

SHARON EDWARDS 
How did you get into pampered chef? ‘My sister’s a consultant and 

got me hooked on the products about 7 years ago, I recently needed a 

flexible job and decided to become a consultant myself. 

What do you enjoy about the job? The buzz of arranging parties. My 

friends bring their friends we enjoy cooking and eating together and 

they can buy the products if they like, with up to 15% going to charity. 

And I’m now running my own successful business.  

How can I join in? Give me a call on 814326 you can come to a party 

or even host one yourself, I’ll tell you all you need to know. With 

Christmas coming up, there couldn’t be a better time. 

mailto:jon@rutherfordfinancial.co.uk
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Polehanger: A Farming Diary; Episode 16 
 
It‟s Saturday morning,11

th
 September, and it‟s not hot; not even warm. The 

Messenger deadline looms.  What a contrast to the start I made to my 
article two months ago! 
 
Since last I wrote two big events have occurred in the personal, local 
context - the terrible floods in Pakistan and Niger, for instance, are another 
matter and in another league. 
 
Firstly, our first grandchild is now two weeks old as I write. She is beautiful 
(of course!) and very content (at the moment) and a miracle in every way. I 
had forgotten how long it is possible just to stare at a baby! I‟m already 
starting to think about tree houses and other ideas I never had time to fulfil 
when our boys were young. 
 
Secondly, harvest is over and all the grain in store. The contrast between 
the weather in August and the weather in July and previous months, was 
extraordinary. We measured (approximately and not totally scientifically) 
only 7.9” of rainfall from 1

st
 January to 31

st
 July; that is very dry. This was in 

line with the general comments in the press that this period was the driest 
for 80 years or possibly longer. In August alone  we measured 5.5”. I don‟t 
think there was one day, except maybe on the 31

st
, when, even if the 

combines could theoretically work, grain was coming off the field at less 
than 18% moisture. It needs to be 15% or lower to store without further 
drying.  Accordingly, the storage capacity capable of drying grain by 
blowing pre heated air through vented floors, was soon full, and we just had 
to wait for the sun to do its job. 
 
The Oil Seed Rape had been harvested in late July and the ground 
cultivated immediately. This left 200 acres of wheat. When, at last, the 
weather did allow work to continue, the high capacity of the modern 
combine harvester came into its own. On one day, just over 100 acres, 
totalling 400 tonnes, was completed, with work going on well into the night. 
I can remember in the mid 1970‟s when we were pleased to complete 15 
acres / 35 tonnes in a day with one machine. A further day and a half saw 
our harvest completed for 2010. 
 
The weather is still catchy and Rape drilling is on hold whilst the soil 
conditions are sticky. Ploughing and cultivating of the stubbles continues 
apace. A late harvest brings further pressures from a reduced window to 
get next years crop drilled in optimum conditions. It‟s only two years ago 
since this happened last. 
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Half of our sown wheat crop was contracted for seed: to be sold as soon as 
it was harvested so that it could be prepared by one of the agricultural 
merchants we deal with and sold on to farmers for drilling later in 
September / early October for Harvest 2011. 
During the growing season the seed crop is „ walked „ by trained Inspectors  
to check for purity of variety and absence of weeds and self sown crops 
such as barley. Once harvested, it then is tested for germination % and any 
other issues which would reduce it‟s potency or purity once drilled into the 
ground. We were concerned that the constant wetting and drying in August 
would precipitate premature germination whilst the grain was still in the ear. 
There was a hint of this in the grain once harvested, but as this was 
common to so much of the wheat contracted for seed across the country, 
our crop will still be required and therefore receive ( most if not all of ) the 
price premium agreed.  
 
Our other concern was that the very dry weather during the growing period 
of the crops would significantly reduce yields. However, our heavier soil 
type, good soil structure and organic matter content allowed the plant roots 
to find moisture and yield, though down on average, was only slightly so. 
Management expertise is also a factor. You may have heard about Russia 
banning exports of wheat due to drought and fire in its main arable regions. 
This, and other global events, coupled with investor sentiment, has raised 
prices that will at least compensate for the drop in yield. The implications of 
this have not yet fully unfolded. 
 
At the suggestion of one Messenger reader, I am proposing, over the next 
year in these articles, to diary the life of a wheat plant, chronicling the 
wonderful process that brings us 8 fold fruitfulness.  
 
I rather think that the growing up of our grandchild is a more private matter 
and a story that is hers to tell in years to come!  
 
A new baby and a completed harvest, with seed just about to be drilled for 
next year‟s crop. These are the rhythms of life. . . . miracles we must never 
take for granted. Disasters affecting life and health across the globe put all 
this into perspective and remind me how blessed and fortunate we are. I 
am truly thankful. 
 

Chris Foster 11
th
 September 2010 
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The History of Meppershall - 4  
Based on documents in the Public Record Office 

  

 August 11
th
 1482 

My dear Florence,                      

 

As I promised, I have been reading the old records of Meppershall, which 

we inherited together with the manor.  I have written some notes about our 

ancestors in this village which I hope you will find interesting and amuse 

you while you are so very ill.  

 

 In 1341 this village suffered badly from the hunger that had afflicted the 

country earlier in the century.  I found, in the records, that 60 acres of our 

land had lain unused due to exhaustion;  it was no use for cultivation. 

Perhaps the land had been afflicted by the terrible weather that caused the 

earlier hardships.  I look at our village and wonder which of our dwelling 

were the five that the records say were then flat but once were inhabited. It 

does not say whether the villagers had died or moved elsewhere, but if 

Meppershall was in this state then the surrounding area would have been 

the same. 

 

I found an Order dated 14
th
 of March 1360.  At this time John de 

Meppershall was a commissioner for Bedfordshire; he was a Member of 

Parliament by the age of 26 years.  The document   ordered him to present 

himself at Woburn Abbey before sunrise on the 14
th
 of March and to bring 

with him 10 men at arms and 12 archers, to conduct  the king of France first 

to St Albans, where they spent the night, and then on to Westminster in the 

City of London.   He was paid well for this escort duty for he received 28 

shillings.  

 

Florence, this was the king of France who had been captured at Poitiers 

during the Hundred Years War. Just before John escorted him, the King‟s 

son had been exchanged for his father and the King was on his way to the 

coast to sail home. I like to think of our ancestor playing a part in such an 

historical event. 

 

But John could not have sat where I am now, for in 1370 he died and Alice, 

his wife, was assigned dower which included details of the building of the 

present manor house.  The records state “a new building by the wall of the 

churchyard, extending from the gate of the manor as far as the chantry over 



 21 

the gate of the churchyard”.   So this manor house was built just before that 

date. I do wish we still had a chantry over the gate for I would so like to 

hear the priest singing masses from there. We do, at least, still have a bell 

in there and it rings with such a sweet sound. 

 

 I forgot to say I had also found some of the field names from 1239 which 

are unfamiliar to me today. They included Palateseye, Coppeddethorn next 

Ruynhulle and Waleworth.  In the 1370 assignment of dower there  were 

more familiar names for our fields – Le Motes, Vigerscroft, Twyfoldhull  (I 

liked this one for the Two Hills field), Rokkeswellehull, Arneseye (maybe 

the old Palateseye), Hawkesoakes and Anneyscroft.  I have found that if I 

say some unknown field names often enough and think how they could 

change as people say them, I can see how they changed over the years to 

those we know today. [Our 2010 allotments have had the names 

Halberycroft, Awlberycroft, Awberry Close, Wry Close and Rye Close.] 

 

Lastly, so I don‟t tire you, I must tell you about the rent for Welsting [Bury] 

Farm quite recently. In 1441 John Poulter, from Hitchin, rented it from 

Chicksands for only one red rose per year; thank goodness our tenants do 

not pay in that way now. The field Poulter‟s Hill must be named after this 

tenant.  Chicksands were not always so generous because in 1356  they 

ejected the tenants of St Thomas Farm who owed  some of their rent of 

thirty quarters of grain.  

 

I wish you good health so that you can travel here with me and enjoy 

searching the old records for yourself.  I think I would like to live here 

permanently as did our grandmother during her youth, but I doubt John 

would leave his own family manor. 

 

Your sister, 

Joan Stanford 

 

Florence Aschfield died, without issue, shortly after she and her sister Joan 

inherited Meppershall Manor. 

 

© Copyright Sandra Read.  Not to be reproduced without permission. 
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Wine-talk 
With Duncan Thomas 

 
When the Editor suggested that I write an article on wine for the 

Messenger I‟m sure he only did so on the basis that I had a few more 

bottles in my cellar - racks under the stairs actually – than he had, 

and therefore I must be an expert. Not sure about that, but I have 

been drinking wine for many years and read a little, so I suppose I 

must have digested something. So here goes. 

 

The worry most people have when confronted in the wine shops and 

supermarkets by the vast range of wines available - is how will I 

know what it‟s like/will I like it/ is it suitable?  Well, short of 

opening it you can‟t be certain, but the label does, however, give 

loads of clues, and armed with some knowledge it becomes easier to 

narrow things down a bit.  

 

The main influences on the taste/style of a wine are 

 Grape varieties 

 Climatic/soil conditions 

 Production process and methods. 

 

So knowing what grape varieties are used in producing a wine is a 

huge help in understanding what it may be like (but there are snags!)  

These days wines from the “new world” (Australia, New Zealand, 

North and South America and South Africa) invariably have the 

grape variety or varieties stated on the front of the label e.g. 

Chardonnay, Sauvignon Blanc, Shiraz, Merlot. Old world (European) 

producers tend not be so explicit although UK retailers usually insist 

that such information is shown on the back label. So if one has a 

particular liking for a bottle of “Chardonnay” does it follow that all 

chardonnay wine will be as agreeable? Not necessarily. Chardonnay 

grapes are easy to grow and manage and are therefore popular with 

producers all over the world and although the wine producing areas 

of the world tend to lie within the same latitudinal belts, climatic 

conditions vary greatly and thus the rate of ripening and juice content 
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can vary considerably. It is also obvious that soil conditions vary 

from region to region – never mind continent to continent,  so subtle 

and not so subtle taste variations are bound to occur. Add different 

production methods to the mix – for example has the wine been aged 

in oak (French or American? new or used!?) and things get very 

different. For example compare 

 

 an Australian Barossa Valley American oaked Chardonnay – 

melon/vanilla flavour, smooth and rounded, yellow colour 

high in alcohol; 

 with a Chablis from Northern France which although made 

from 100% chardonnay grapes is  pale in colour, high in 

acidity with a steely mineral flavour. 

 

This is an extreme example (I did say there were snags!) and in 

general the grape variety is the first clue to taste/style 

notwithstanding different world region of production. A fairer test of 

the theory would have been between a £4.99 Chardonnay from SE 

Australia and a similarly priced one from say California or Chile. 

They won‟t taste the same but the characteristics will be the same. At 

the highest levels of expertise come the claims to be able to 

distinguish between different plantations within an individual French 

Estate – but we‟ll pass on that. Suffice to say that by recognising and 

remembering the grape variety and region of production of wines 

that appeal, you will be able to form a basis for future experiments 

and purchases. 

 

Duncan Thomas 

 
Duncan is only partly right about my motive: I also hoped to flatter him 

into putting more in my glass next time he is doling it out at a Friends of St 

Mary’s function!      Ed 
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Calendar of Forthcoming Events 
 

October 2010 
 

Monday 4th   

Harvest Festival Supper/ Auction 7.00 pm Village Hall 

   

Saturday 9
th

   

Kenny Ball and his Jazzmen 7.30 pm St Mary‟s Church 

   

Monday 11
th

   

Parish Council Meeting 7.45 pm Village Hall 

   

Thursday 21
st

    

MGC - Floristry Demonstration 7.30pm Village Hall 

   

Sunday 31
st

    

Farewell to Patsy Critchley 11am St Michael‟s, Shefford 

   

   

 
November 2010 
 

Tuesday 2nd   

Baby & Toddler Halloween Party  Village hall 

   

Saturday 6th   

Bonfire and Fireworks 5.45 pm Foster‟s Field 
Followed by Disco   

   

Monday 8th   

Parish Council Meeting 7.45 pm Village Hall 

   

Nov 28
th

, Dec 3
rd

, 4
th

, 5
th

, 9
th

, 10
th

 
& 11

th
 

  

Meppershall Players 3pm & 7.45pm Village Hall 
“A Christmas Carol”   
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Halloween is soon! Here is a pumpkin for you to colour in! 

 

 
Halloween jokes! 

 
Q: Why didn't the skeleton cross the road? 

A: Because he had no guts! 

 
Q: When is it bad luck to meet a black cat? 

A: When you're a mouse! 

 
Q: What do birds sing at Halloween? 

A: Twick or Tweet! 
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EILEEN KELLY 1917 – 2010 
 

 

We are sad to report that Miss Eileen Kelly died on August 21
st
 this 

year, aged 93 years.  She had spent the last 2 years in a residential 

home in Bedford, but before she moved there she had lived in Mary 

Wells since moving to Meppershall from Southgate, North London, 

around 1980. 

 

Eileen was involved with the messenger from its origins in 1985 and 

was its Distribution Manager for nearly 15 years.  She was also a 

member of the WI, and of the WRVS, delivering Meals on Wheels to 

the housebound.  She regularly attended St Francis RC Church in 

Shefford, where she was a member of the UCM. 

 

 
 

We are very grateful to Barbara Horwood for bringing this to our 

attention and carrying out the research.                                   Ed. 

 

During the war Eileen served 

with the WRNS, mostly in 

South Africa, where she made 

many friends: she returned to 

visit them in her retirement. 

Eileen was a lovely person 

and even in her last years she 

welcomed visitors with a 

lovely smile. 
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KENNY BALL & HIS JAZZMEN 

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 9th 

ST. MARY‟S CHURCH, MEPPERSHALL 

 
Meppershall is gripped with excitement and expectation over the forthcoming visit 

of Kenny Ball and His Jazzmen as part of his special „50
th

 ANNIVERSARY 

TOUR‟ of the British Isles and France. 

 

The Friends of St. Mary‟s are delighted to welcome this top name of the jazz 

world, a true icon in his profession, we‟re honoured and privileged that the great 

man will be gracing us with a star performance on his tour, the same standard of 

performance that will be presented before other audiences in much greater and 

better-known venues than tiny, little known, Meppershall. 

 

For Kenny‟s visit, St. Mary‟s Church will undergo a transformation. Extra seating 

will be utilised and the church will see spotlighting installed as well as the sound 

system that Kenny takes around the country with him, and importantly, the piano 

will be tuned to A440 concert pitch. A licensed bar will be installed for the evening 

to add to the many attractions.  The next day, everything will go into reverse, as we 

turn the building back into a church for the morning services. 

 

There is tremendous interest in this concert both in Meppershall and other places 

around Bedfordshire and areas further afield.  Tickets at £20 and £15 went on sale 

on August 1 and within one week; over 120 tickets were sold, nine weeks before 

the actual date of the concert!  

One excited customer said, „It‟s like being in the West End‟!  This is perhaps going 

somewhat „over the top‟, but for sure, on one extra special day in October, sleepy 

Meppershall might justly claim to be the „West End‟ of Bedfordshire‟!  

 

For anyone wishing to be there on this great occasion, it may yet be possible to 

obtain a ticket or tickets. For further information, call me on 01462 813357 or 

email trevor.thorley1@btinternet.com. 

 

Always aiming to bring top quality entertainment whilst at the same time raising 

much needed money for St. Mary‟s Church, the proceeds from this concert will go 

towards the eventual restoration of the church tower. On average, The Friends 

usually organise two concert events per year, Spring and Autumn, together with the 

annual Quiz Night in January. 

 

Trevor Thorley. 

Chairman, The Friends of St. Mary‟s, Meppershall 

 

Meppershall Village Hall 

mailto:trevor.thorley1@btinternet.com
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B O N F I R E  N I G H T 
 

Saturday 6th November 2010 
 

Advance tickets available from Post Office & Roger’s Bakery 

Adults £5, Children under 16   £2 

Family (2 adults and 2 children) £12 

 

Tickets on the Night: 

Adults £6, Children under 16 £3 Family (2 adults 2 children) £15 

 

Includes entrance to firework display and disco afterwards in the Village 

Hall 

 

Lighting the Bonfire at 5.45pm 

Firework Display begins 7pm 

 

All Welcome !! 
 

If weather is bad, the display will take place on 

Sunday 7
th

 November 2010 Same Time, Same Place 

St. Mary’s Village Choir  
 

Would you like to sing with our  
CHURCH & VILLAGE CHOIR? 

We are now practising for Christmas services  
To join in, you don‟t need to be a member of St. Mary‟s or live in the 
village, there‟s no audition just enjoy singing and be able to sing in 

tune. Just come along to a practice. 
 

NEXT PRACTICE: OCT. 12th 8pm. 
Questions? Sandra Harper 01462 813334 sandray.harper@yahoo.co.uk
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In the summer break we arranged a trip to Summerfield Railway in Haynes. 
The children loved the unlimited rides on the trains, and afterwards we 
enjoyed a picnic and then the all important visit to the souvenir shop to buy 
some whistles!  Here is a picture of some of us on our day out. 
  

 
 

We meet every Tuesday (in term time) at the Village Hall from 1.45-3.15 
pm. Open to all parents and carers of children under 5.  We have a craft 
table, dressing-up clothes, soft baby area, and lots of toys including ride-
ons which we enjoy on the first Tuesday of the month.  A drink and biscuit 
are included for the children and we have song time, or parachute games, 
or an activity game at the end of each session.  The first session is free of 
charge so come along and meet us, you have nothing to lose! 
 
More info contact Sam: 07590 290078, or Jo 01462 713999 

 

OUR HALLOWEEN PARTY WILL BE HELD ON THE TUESDAY AFTER 
HALF TERM, TUESDAY 2

ND
 NOVEMBER, TICKETS ON SALE SOON 
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…oOo… 

„A CHRISTMAS CAROL‟ THE PANTOMIME 

Based on a story by Charles Dickens, adapted by Karen Mitchell 

 

Rehearsals are now well under way, scenery and props have been sorted 

and are being painted, costumes are being made. If you would like to see 

the finished product, tickets will be on sale from Friday 1
st
 October from 

Roger‟s Bakery priced as follows: Sunday Matinees £5, Evenings £6, Last 

Night £8 (no concessions) 

Performance dates are November 28
th
, December 3

rd
, 4

th
, 5

th
, 9

th
, 10

th
 & 

11
th
. Curtain up: Matinees 3pm Evenings 7.45pm. 

 

Future Productions. 

The Players always have a fine array of actors happy to tread the boards for 

your entertainment.  Directors are a little bit harder to find, yet without one 

there are no plays, variety shows or pantomimes. If you think this is 

something you would like to do, come and see us.  You don‟t have to join 

the Players and you‟re not making a life time commitment; most 

productions take three months and we‟re a friendly bunch (who don‟t bite) 

 
The Players meet every Wednesday evening in the Village Hall at 7.30pm. 

Membership is very reasonable: £5 for Seniors and £2 for Juniors. We 

welcome anyone from 9 – 90+  to indulge in acting, singing, directing, 

choreographing, sound, lighting, set building, makeup and costumes.  

If you‟re interested in any of the above, we look forward to meeting you.  

 
Karen Mitchell 

01462 816336 
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The Treasurer‟s Charity 
This month we remain in Bedfordshire and meet two remarkable people 
who have been caring for animals in Bedfordshire for over thirty years. 

 
341 Ashcroft Road, Luton Beds LU2 9AE  
Registered Charity Number 1044094  
email: help@animalsatriskshelter.org 
Tel: 01582 728853  

Hello, we're Maggie & Pete Morrison. We first started animal rescue 30 
years ago. We handle a mixture of animals numbering 500-600 per year; 
and we have a no-kill policy at our shelter - unless the quality of life has 
gone. Apart from the animals that are in for re-homing, we have on 
average, at any one time, 40 to 50 residential infirm animals, mainly cats 
and dogs. These live the rest of their days, for various reasons, as part of 
our family at the Shelter.  We have set up nightly feeding stations about our 
area for the colonies of feral cats.  These we have trapped, spayed or 
neutered, and ear-tipped for identification. The problem of stray animals is 
increasing nationally and all animal shelters, such as ours, are full to 
capacity.  

Thanks to our supporters both past and present, we 
have bought a newly-constructed clinic. Our clinic 
will start gradually with spaying and neutering, 
micro chipping and vaccinations, until we can get 
sufficient funds to purchase other costly equipment, 
allowing us to move onto other areas of treatment.  

Our Shelter and Clinic will work side by side, the Shelter will be there to 
take in the strays; the Clinic to neuter and treat the sick and injured 
animals.  There is a countrywide demand for clinics such as ours, as we 
believe that veterinary bills are beyond some people's financial reach.  If 
the clinic can help prevent the breeding of animals, by spaying/neutering 
and treating the sick and injured animals, our low cost veterinary clinic, the 
only one of its kind in Bedfordshire, will have fulfilled its purpose.  The 
Clinic will only continue to operate with financial help from our supporters.  
Donations, legacies and standing orders are the lifeblood of the shelter. 
Resident animals at the shelter can be sponsored for whatever donation 
can be afforded, bearing in mind that the sponsored animal chosen, may 
have a shorter than normal life, having been previously neglected or cruelly 
treated but while at the shelter they are cuddled, loved and respected. You 
can find out more at www.animals-at-risk-shelter.org             John 
Thompson 

 

mailto:help@animals-at-risk-shelter.org
http://www.animals-at-risk-shelter.org/
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THE MEPPERSHALL GARDEN CLUB 

                         

    

FLORISTRY DEMONSTRATION 

 

“FROM HALLOWEEN TO CHRISTMAS” 

 

THURSDAY 21
ST

 OCTOBER 2010 AT 7.30PM 

 

AT THE VILLAGE HALL 

 

EVERYBODY WELCOME 

 
WE ARE VERY FORTUNATE TO HAVE AS A MEMBER OF THE 

MGC, KIM LEE TYLER, WHO IS AN EXPERIENCED FLORIST AND 

LECTURER.  KIM IS GOING TO SHARE WITH US SOME OF HER 

TRADE SECRETS WHILST  GIVING A CREATIVE 

DEMONSTRATION DURING THIS SPECIAL EVENING EVENT.   

 

THERE WILL BE A SMALL ENTRY FEE OF £2 PER PERSON AND 

SOME OF THE DESIGNS WILL BE RAFFLED AT THE END OF THE 

EVENING. 

 

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION AND TO RESERVE YOUR PLACE, 

PLEASE CALL: 

 

 

                                                                              

Linda Parker    01462 812144 

     Sarah Till         01462 817176 

Kim Lee Tyler    01462 811750 

   Or send an e-mail to The Editor 
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CAN YOU PUT A NAME TO THESE FACES? 
 

Gary Dilley has an identity problem. He himself is absolutely fine, but he recently 

discovered these fascinating pictures and would like to know more about them. We 

think we know the names of some of the Meppershall Football club but would be 

grateful for any information you have.  
 

 
 

 
 

Please send your information to Gary or any member of the Messenger team, we‟ll 

publish what we‟ve learned in the next edition 
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Meppershall  Village  Hall  News 
 

The Village Hall Committee is delighted to announce that 

arrangements are in hand for our annual Bonfire and Firework 

Night!  The Parish Council have very kindly given permission for the 

display to take place on the field behind the Village Hall and it is 

being organised for Saturday 6
th

 November 2010.  Lighting the 

Bonfire will take place at 5.45pm and the firework display will begin 

at 7pm.  Advance tickets can be purchased from the Post Office/Shop 

and Roger‟s Bakery at a discounted price (see separate advert for 

details).  The price includes entrance to the firework display and 

disco afterwards in the Village Hall.  Please come along and support 

this event – we had an amazing turnout last year and it would be 

wonderful to have the same or even better this year! 

 

Arrangements are already in hand for the Summer Fair 2011.  A date 

has been fixed for Saturday 25
th

 June (put the date in your diary 

NOW).  The Summer Fair Committee is most grateful for the 

comments received after the Fair this year and plan to make 

improvements to make next year‟s Fair even better! 

 

All the fund raising over the last year has enabled the Village Hall 

Committee to raise enough money to start making much needed 

improvements to the Hall.  We are in the process of prioritising the 

most urgent jobs and work will soon begin.  The Committee would 

like to take this opportunity of thanking everyone who has supported 

all of the fund raising events organised.  Your continued support has 

kept the Hall going and now allows for some of the improvements 

and repairs to be made.  Thank you. 

 

Remember, it’s our village.  It’s our Village Hall! 
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COVERS BY REQUEST 

 
Our cover picture this month was sent in by Christine Clafton in July.  
It shows the hay harvest in that fine hot weather – so different from 
the wheat harvest the following month, reported by Chris Foster in 
his Polehanger Diary.  But this picture, taken behind Christine‟s 
house on Fildyke Road, reminds us of the summer as we would like 
to remember it.  Thank you very much, Christine. 

 

If you would like to see a specific picture on our cover, please get in 

touch in time for us to arrange with one of our in-house “paparazzi” 

to do the business.    Ed. 
 

Collating Dates for your diaries 

2010 2011 

September 27  February 28  

October 25  March 28  

November 29 double issue April 25  

December No   May 31 Tuesday 

January 31  June 27  

 
Births: 

Congratulations to Tim & Sarah Foster on the birth of Scarlett 

Emmeline on 28
th

 August.  We are reliably informed that baby, 

parents and grandparents are all doing very well! 
 

Baptisms :  

11 July Alfie Osborne - 5 months 

12 September Dylan Roberts  - 9 months 
 

Marriage Thanksgiving and Renewal of Vows:  

Sept 4  Debbie and Gary Powers 
  
Funerals :  

Margaret Welham, died 6 August aged 82. Service 19 August  

Eileen Kelly, died 21 August aged 93.  Service 22 September 
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ST MARY THE VIRGIN 

MEPPERSHALL PARISH CHURCH  (CHURCH OF ENGLAND) 
Church Rd, off  Campton Rd 

 

Rector: (Meppershall & Shefford) Rev John Harper, Rectory, 
Church Rd, Meppershall revjohnharper@talktalk.net  01462 
813334 (usual day off – Monday) 

Curate: Rev Patsy Critchley; 01234 381510 
(Patsy’s usual ministry days are Weds, Fri & Sun) 

Lay Reader: Pam Halliwell (usual day off – Friday)01462 
817069 

Churchwardens: Brian Bellamy 01462 815944 (Pastoral 
Assistant); Brenda Wright 01462 816446 

Services for October 

 

Date  Time Service 
Sept 29

th 2.15pm School Harvest Festival 
Sunday 3

rd 11.15am Harvest Festival Communion with 

Choir & JC in the Rectory 
Sunday 10

th
  8.30am Holy Communion 

 11.15am Family Service 

Sunday 17
th
  8.30am Holy Communion 

 6pm  Evensong 

Sunday 24
th
  8.30am Holy Communion 

 11.15am Family Communion & „JC‟ and 

Baptisms 
Sunday 31

st
  11am United Benefice Family Communion at 

St Michaels Shefford with lunch and 

farewell to Rev‟d Patsy Critchley 

Weekday Services:  

Wednesdays : 10a.m. Holy Communion  (B.C.P.) 
Fridays : 7.30p.m. Compline (Evening Prayer) 
Saturdays 9.30a.m. Morning Prayer 

mailto:revjohnharper@talktalk.net
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Some dates for your diary: 
ST MARY’S HARVEST SUPPER & AUCTION 
Monday October 4th 6.30 for 7.p.m Bar open  
Meppershall Village Hall 
Tickets £6; £3 children under 12 on sale from The Post Office, 
Bakery & Rectory 

 
Weds Oct 6. Deanery Coach outing to St Albans Cathedral for a ‘ 
Prayer Pilgrimage’  ie a conducted reflective tour of the Cathedral 
beginning with refreshments and concluding with evening service at 
the shrine of St Alban. £10. Arrival 7p.m. – depart 9.30p.m. A few 
seats left. Pick ups from St Michael’s Shefford 5.45p.m. and 
Shillington Village Hall 6p.m. Please see flyer in Church or ring 
10462 813334  J.H. 

 
Sat Oct 9 7.30p.m. ‘Friends of St Mary’s proudly present: Kenny 
Ball and his jazzmen. ( Kenny’s 50th anniversary tour)  Tickets : 
Trevor Thorley 813357 – see advert 
 
Tues Oct 12. United Service of Prayer for Healing and 
Wholeness at Shefford Methodist Church, 7.30p.m. 
 

You are invited to join us for JOYFUL NOISE! 
Explore creation through music, singing, drama, dance & craft at 

Putnoe Heights Church, Bedford on Sat. Oct. 16th  
1.30 – 5pm £2 per child 7 – 13 yrs. 

Please contact Sandra Harper as soon as possible to secure your 
place. 01462 813334 sandrayharper@yahoo.co.uk 

 
Sunday 17 Oct. 4.30 – 7p.m, with food. ‘Enjoying Children in 
Church’ at St Paul’s Church Hall , Letchworth. More info and 
booking: www.missionminded.info or 01234 765373 
 
Sat 23 Oct. 10-3p.m. St Albans Diocese : Exploring Spirituality 
Day, - spirituality, creativity and the arts.  St Andrew’s Church, 

mailto:sandrayharper@yahoo.co.uk
http://www.missionminded.info/
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Bedford. Choice of workshops – details at Rectory. Please return 
these by Oct 11 if possible. £8 
The Rev’d Patsy Critchley:  
 

As you may have heard Patsy is shortly due to complete her ministry 
as the Curate in Meppershall and Shefford. She will have served in 
this benefice for three years, and from November will be licensed to 
the benefice of Henlow and Langford for her second curacy, again 
as a Non Stipendiary Minister. We have benefited enormously from 
her work in these parishes, and she has contributed her particular 
gifts and insights so effectively. On Sunday October 31 there will be 
opportunity to convey out appreciation and say our farewells at the 
lunch following the United Benefice Service at St Michael’s (at the 
different time of 11a.m.)  Patsy will be having a special holiday 
during most of October, but she will be back in this benefice during 
early November prior to her Licensing service at Langford on Sunday 
November 21, at 10.15a.m. If you would like to attend this service it 
would help with the organisation if you would kindly let me know in 
good time. John Harper (813334) 
PS – In case the question popped into your mind, the answer sadly, 
is no! Patsy is not due to be replaced. Curates rarely appear on the 
scene in rural parishes these days. We can just count our blessings 
that she came our way for a while, and appreciate the lasting 
effects.  

 

 

ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI 

CATHOLIC CHURCH 

HIGH STREET SHEFFORD 
 

SATURDAY MASS  6pm RAF HENLOW 
SUNDAY MASSES  9am & 5.15pm AT SHEFFORD 
 
For weekday services and confessions please see notices in 
the church or telephone: 
Parish Priest Canon Noonan on 813436 or  
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Parish Secretary Rose Boulton on 811547 or email 
rosedene@talktalk.net 

Thoughts from St Mary's 

I am writing this at the beginning of September, not long after 

returning from holiday in Wiltshire. Driving home it seemed that 

everyone was getting the harvest in and I was aware perhaps more 

than usual that farming is an unpredictable occupation. We dodged 

the showers and the farmers seized every opportunity, but in 

Pakistan and Niger the crops were under water and in other areas 

there was drought and the crops failed. Prices here may go up but 

we shall not starve or lose our homes or our village. By the time you 

get this we shall be singing the old harvest hymns and enjoying 

harvest supper! Let's spare a thought for those who have little or 

nothing this year and remember when the projected cuts hit us 

that as a nation we are in many ways very lucky.There is another 

harvest to think about too, and that is the harvest of people or 

souls by God. His work is less noticeable because He works silently 

and it can take many years. We see signs of His work every year 

during the ‘Sparks’ children’s events when seeds are sown which 

may not come to fruition for years. But this year we were blessed 

by the fruit of other people's labours. A lady in her 70’s, a resident 

at Meppershall Nursing Home, asked if she could be confirmed, and  

so on a rather wet day in August Richard, Bishop of Bedford came 

and confirmed Daphne Webb in front of a congregation of fellow 

residents and a few people representing St Mary's. There were 

splendid flower arrangements and photographs for the Nursing 

Home's Newsletter and many of the patients said it was great to 

be all together that day. God had gathered in another soul to be a 

full member of His Church. As some of us said you are never too old 

or too young to throw in your lot with Christ. You will have a 

warm welcome!  Pam Halliwell 



 41 

Junior Church News 
 

On Sunday the 5
th
 of September, Junior Church had a very special event: a 

Mini Beast Trail and Prayer Walk using the footpath from the Rectory 

around the back of the Manor.  The event was planned so that the children 

could find mini beasts in this area, and record their findings.  

Sixteen children and nine adults turned up at the Rectory at 11.a.m. and met 

Charlotte, from Shuttleworth College who looks after both mini and maxi 

beasts at the college. She had brought some mini-beasts to show us. There 

was a black millipede from Africa which crawled, using its huge number of 

legs to move, cockroaches of different kinds, including one very large 

shining black one, and a real live red legged tarantula! The children were 

delighted and brave enough to hold some of these unusual little beasts!  

Thank You Charlotte for you “hands- on” contribution.  It was great. 

Armed with clipboards and record sheets, off we went exploring for local 

mini-beasts.  The children did really well:- moths, butterflies, ladybirds, 

two frogs  and a huge array of small creeping insects, including a 

grasshopper and horse flies- were seen and recorded.  We noted the trees 

like the elder bush, with ripened berries, and both adults and children were 

so excited by their finds.  

Back at the Rectory garden, a prayer led by Morag, thanked God for His 

great goodness towards us and asked Him to help us to look after His 

Creation. Gill, helped by the children, told the story in Genesis of how God 

created the world, and we finished as always with The Grace, which 

reminded us that God sent His Son, Jesus, to love and forgive us, even to 

die for us. 

Thank You Gill for organising such a great Mini beast event and to all who 

came along.  Junior Church will be continuing the Creation theme, and the 

parable of the Sower as part of our Harvest Theme.  Harvest Thanksgiving 

takes place on 3rd October and while the children will have Junior Church 

in the Rectory, they will present any Harvest gifts at a given time in the 

Church. Do Come along and join us. (Details of times in Church News)    

Blessings 

Julie Taylor (JC Teacher) 
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This month‟s receipt is aimed at Vegetarians and allotment holders 

with a surplus. 

 

CASHEW AND VEGETABLE STIR FRY (Vegetarian)      

OCTOBER 2010 

 

25g (1oz) butter 

2 garlic cloves, crushed 

225g (8oz) carrots, thinly sliced 

2 red, green or yellow peppers, seeded and cut into diamonds 

4 sticks of celery, sliced 

175g (6oz) mushrooms, sliced 

8 spring onions, sliced 

100g (4oz) cashew nuts, toasted 

30ml (2tbsp) chopped fresh marjoram 

75ml (3fl oz) fresh double cream 

100g (4oz) fromage frais 

 

 

METHOD 

 

1) Melt butter in a large frying pan or wok and fry garlic and 

carrots for 3 minutes. 

2) Add remaining vegetables and cook for 1-2 minutes, stirring 

continuously. 

3) Stir in nuts and transfer to a warm serving dish. 

4) Add herbs and cream to pan and heat until hot. 

5) Remove from heat and stir in fromage frais. 

6) Serve sauce with vegetables. 

 

 
Recipes are kindly supplied each month by Brenda Putwain 
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GARDEN TIPS FOR OCTOBER 
With acknowledgements to the RHS 
 

 Rake up fallen leaves and pile them up to make leafmould 

 Continue clearing up the garden, and burn or bin any debris that show signs of 

fungal infection 

 Dig over empty areas of soil 

 Finish planting evergreen shrubs 

 Take hardwood cuttings from shrubs and fruit bushes 

 Collect berries from seeds and shrubs for seed-sowing 

 Give conifer hedges a last trim if necessary 

 Plant new climbers and perennials 

 Divide overgrown perennials 

 Protect alpines from winter wet 

 Lift and store dahlias, gladioli and summer-flowering bulbs 

 Plant lily and tulip bulbs 

 Tidy ponds and remove pumps for the winter 

 Make new lawns from turf 

 Cut down the dying tops of perennial vegetables 

 Lift and divide rhubarb 

 Fix grease bands to apple and pear tree trunks to catch pests that crawl up them 

 Insulate the greenhouse and check that heaters are in good order 

 

LAST CHANCE 

 Sow grass seed 

 Finish planting spring bedding 

 Harvest apples and pears before they are damaged 

 Lift and store tender perennials 

 Lift potatoes and carrots and store them 

 

GET AHEAD 

 Prepare the ground for planting bare-rooted stock next month 

 Make early sowings of broad beans for next year 

 Sow sweet peas for next year under cover 
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A very happy birthday to those of you 

celebrating birthdays in October 

 

Katie Johnson who will be 10 on the 1st 

Samuel Derrick who will be 8 on the 2nd 

Caitlin Saunders who will be 9 on the 3rd 

Matthew Geneux who will be 10 on the 3rd 

Chloe Brightwell who will be 11 on the 8th 

Hannah West who will be 11 on the 8th 

James Aberdein who will be 14 on the 8th 

Harry Plumley will be 3 on the 9th  

James Nesbitt who will be 13 on the 16th  

Isabel Savuto who will be 5 on the 17th 

Georgia Nesbitt who will be 8 on the 18th  

Luke Merryweather who will be 6 on the 19th 

Daisy Clark who will be 14 on the 19th 

Dylan Woodcock who will be 8 on the 27th 

Beth Edwards who will be 15 on the 27th 

Alexander Davies who will be 8 on the 28th 

 

 

If you are under 16 and would like your name added to 

the birthday page, please call Louise Hutson on 814148  

or email at louhuts@btconnect.com 

 


