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Volume 26     Issue 7 
November  2010 

EDITORIAL 
 
Readers‟ Letters are the life blood of a local magazine like The Messenger.  

Last month we were a bit anaemic but this month we are full blooded with 

three full pages. Many thanks to all those who take the trouble to write; 

please keep them coming 

 

I also have to thank Chris Foster for very politely putting me right about 

last month‟s cover picture, which showed baling of winter barley straw 

rather than hay, as I had written.  This only goes to show how much at least 

one person in the village needs the agricultural education that Chris gives 

us; this month‟s is something of an advanced course: see page 16. 

 

Another letter comes from Teresa Richards: it is excellent to read that she 

has had such a good response to her appeal for comforts for soldiers in 

Afghanistan.  However, I also had a letter from another serving soldier who 

attached a message from the Ministry of Defence asking everyone not to 

overload the forces postal service at Christmas.  I do not think that even the 

great response from Meppershall would seriously overload the service, but 

I am very happy that our Treasurer has chosen as his Charity this month 

“uk4u”, a registered charity working with the MoD which could provide an 

alternative vehicle for any one wishing to send cheer to the troops at 

Christmas. 

 

As one of the main events since our last issue was the concert by Kenny 

Ball in St Mary‟s (how often do we get an international star actually 

performing in Meppershall?), we are delighted to record the occasion with 

our centre-page spread.  Many thanks to John Thompson, our indefatigable 

Treasurer, for putting it together, and to Trevor Thorley and the Friends of 

St Mary‟s for organising the concert. 

 
 

                               Dick Bulley 
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LETTERS 

Letter from Fred Bucksey 

 

Dear Dick Bulley, 

 

It was with utter disbelief that I read that Cllr. Lew Birt from Central 

Beds Council had reported to the Parish Council that no money could 

be allocated to the construction of the footpath down Shefford Hill.  I 

came to live in Meppershall in the 60s.  It was a sleepy market 

garden village.  Since then most of the market gardens have been 

sold to developers and the traffic has increased tenfold.  Don‟t let us 

kid ourselves: this is a very dangerous road for pedestrians and 

motorists alike, with steep slopes and hidden bends.  With winter 

approaching, a path through a muddy field with no lighting is not a 

reason to delay this project.  It must be given top priority.  Fellow 

villagers, please do not be complacent over this matter.  Don‟t let‟s 

wait for a fatal accident before anything gets done. 

Yours faithfully, Fred Bucksey . 01/10/10 

 

Letter from Joyce Harris: 
 

The Royal British Legion Poppy Appeal 

Dear Friends, 

Again this year I am asking for your support for this worthy cause.  

Many of our boys come back badly wounded and need help.  The RB 

Legion is there to help them and their families in so many ways. 

I have been organising the poppy appeal for over 40 years and at 82 

years old I am not sure how much longer I can carry on.  If there is 

anyone in the village willing to take over from me I should be very 

pleased and would give them the support as to how to carry it on.  If 

there is someone, please contact me on 01462 816365. 

Sincerely, Joyce Harris 
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MORE LETTERS 

Dear Dick, 

Following on from my letter in October's Messenger, I would like to 

say a massive thank you to all the people who so generously gave 

items for this campaign.  I have sent 10 shoeboxes with various 

goodies (including 2 for female soldiers) to the Padre at Camp 

Bastion for him to distribute.  I have put a note in each box saying 

they are from the people of Meppershall and included a copy of 'The 

Messenger' for the camp library, so we are now on the map in 

Afghanistan!  I have spoken with my son and he sends his sincere 

thanks to all of you; they are far away and it is nice for them to feel 

they are not forgotten.  I would very much like to keep this idea 

going but I know that with Christmas fast approaching postal 

services (including the army‟s) get very busy.  So I will wait till after 

Christmas and send another batch out in January. (If anyone would 

like to continue with this, I hope the editor will give you a reminder 

in the January issue).  Again thank you all so very much for your 

generosity. 

Kind regards 

Teresa Richards 

Also see the Treasurer‟s Charity on page 32 for a Christmas opportunity 
and page 8 for the chance to support the British Legion.                   Ed 
 

Lavender House DCU, 
Meppershall Nursing Home 

From a resident: 
Sincere thank you for the plants donated for our garden: most of them have 
taken and have given us a beautiful garden to sit in, much enjoyed by 
residents, families and friends.  Our small fete was a success and we made 
£195 towards our funds. 
 
From another resident: 
Sincere thanks to the three Good Samaritans who helped me on 7

th
 

October when I had a fall.  I did need a couple of stitches in my head and 
had to have B&B in Bedford hospital, but I am now quietly recovering. 
 
Letters forwarded by Lesley Skerman, Activities Co-ordinator. 
Thank you Lesley. 
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STILL MORE LETTERS 

 
Letter from Carolyn Holmes 
 
Richard  
I am writing with regard to the report in The Messenger of the September 
Parish Council meeting, where they agreed that they will not renew play 
equipment for the many children in the village, due to the deliberate actions 
of a few.  Clearly vandalism is not acceptable and villagers should act 
against it; however, I feel that it is a real shame that the facilities for 
children are in effect being cut back, when what we should be doing is 
improving on what good has already been done in the park for those who 
live here. 
 
Regards Carolyn Holmes 

 
Letter of appreciation: 

 
Congratulations to the team who arranged the Harvest Supper held recently at the 

Village Hall.  The meal was superb, all the homemade sweets were enticing and 

the auction of harvest products was most enjoyable.  It was obvious to all how 

much work and thought had gone into arranging the evening and personally I felt 

sad to think the support was not as great as it could have been, we really are very 

lucky to live in such a go-ahead village. 

 

Name and address supplied. 

Dear Sir,               
I would like to thank those people of Meppershall who kindly sponsored my 
charity skydive in aid of Help for Heroes and the Biggleswade Chronicle 
Afghan welfare parcel appeal. 
Thanks to their and many others generosity I have managed to raise 
£1,200 . 

                                           Jack Fisher – Stotfold 
 

On Saturday 9th October, we were lucky enough to obtain tickets for Kenny Ball 

who appeared at St Mary's Church, Meppershall.  What a wonderful evening with a 

full house or rather church the setting for the music, the humour and everyone was 

in such good spirits.  This event certainly put Meppershall onto the map.  Well 

done to everyone who made this evening possible. 

Name and address supplied. 
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Meppershall Parish Council Report 
 

There is no report this month. 

 
The next Parish Council meeting will be held on Monday 8

th
 November 

2010 in The Village Hall commencing at 7.45pm. 

 

The number to call to report faults with the highway or with street 
lights is 

0300 300 8049 
Please obtain a reference number for your complaint so that you can 

follow it up. 

 
 

PARISH COUNCIL MEETING – CONTINUED! 
 

 

The Saga of the Notice board Quote 
 

I have to apologise profoundly to Chris Waghorn that when I retyped his 
wonderful piece I managed to leave out three lines.  Here is the last section 
again – in full – so that you can appreciate it properly.  -  Ed. 
 
So that‟s it done, the choice is made; it‟s time to have a drink. 
But hold it there, there‟s one more thing about which you must think 
You have the whole thing sorted – the make, the shape, the size,  
Which only leaves the inside, and here you must be wise. 
 

So finally, the background board, which might promote much talk; 
It could be very simple, just over-laid with cork; 
Or how about magnetic and good bye to drawing pins? 
Or dare you try the ultimate: 
Environmentally friendly re-cycled rubber/cork composite – like that beer 
that gives you wings 
 

With many thanks to Chris Waghorn and to Meppershall Parish Council for 
permission to publish. 
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Meppershall Bakery Bees by Roger 
 
The beekeepers work is beginning to wind down in November but there are still a 

few important jobs to be done in the apiary. The hive needs to contain a good store 

of food and protein for the bees to get through the winter months. 

As the temperature falls below 15 degrees the bees start to cluster by gathering 

closer together. The cluster is fully formed in to a tight ball of bees at around 12 

degrees and maintains a temperature of 35 degree in the brood area. Most of the 

bees are now the longer-lived winter bees. Many will survive through to early 

April. During warm days the bees will collect nectar and pollen from ivy flowers; 

in September and through to November ivy is probably the last source of nectar 

and pollen for honeybees to collect for the year.  Ivy produces large quantities of 

nectar and sometimes the honey can be extracted.  It has an unusual taste which 

some people (I think a minority) like. Some do say ivy honey is good for 

preventing migraine headaches.  The October weather and timing the autumn 

treatment for varroa makes it very difficult to plan for harvesting ivy honey.  

If the bees are able to forage, it provides a useful boost to the winter stores, 

especially pollen. Ivy honey contains more glucose than fructose so it crystallizes 

very quickly. 

The Meppershall bees are 7 very strong hives and are looking good for the winter. 

Once the night frost starts, mice will look for a dry warm place to hibernate.  A 

bees‟ nest is ideal and if they are clustering the mouse can walk into the entrance 

and build a nest at the bottom of the hive. The smell of the mice is offensive to 

bees and in extreme circumstances the colony could die out.  A mouse guard or 

narrow entrance will prevent entry into the hive.  Wasps can also be a pest but once 

the first frost starts the wasp colony will finally die out. 

In early October we extracted some ivy honey and have now creamed it before it 

crystallized, so we now have set or runny honey for you to try and compare 

alongside our floral summer main crop honey. This year we have had 3 different 

types of honey. 1st being rape and spring honey then 2
nd

 being our main crop then 

3
rd

 being ivy honey which is not just ivy but Virginia creeper and other late 

flowering plants like sweet chestnut and old man‟s beard. How do we know this? 

By checking the colour of the pollen sacs (or trousers) of the bees and comparing 

this to our pollen charts. 

Honey available at Rogers Bakery - see you there. 

  



 8 

SHEFFORD LEISURE GROUP 

 
The traffic in London seemed no better despite congestion and emission 
charges which gave us problems on our trip called “‟Ouses in Between‟ 
This took us around the streets of Old London Town associated with the 
Music Hall and its many artistes. Thank goodness our Guide for the day 
came armed with song sheets when we met her for our coffee stop, which 
was held at St Martin‟s-in-the-Fields Crypt Café.  With their help we were 
able to alleviate the traffic delays with all of us joining our guide for a sing 
song.  After a lunch break at Spittlefields Market we re-joined our coach to 
make our way to Tooting, the home of the former Granada Cinema.  This 
magnificent building has been saved by the Gala Bingo and despite its 
many bingo tables one could get the feel of a once magnificent cinema 
which is „home‟ to one of the mighty Wurlizer organs.  Here we were 
refreshed with tea and biscuits before facing yet more traffic problems on 
our homeward journey.     
Our last trip in September was to Birmingham when we were able to make 
a speedy journey to meet our Guide in the heart of Birmingham for 
refreshments on the canal quayside.  Unfortunately due to the weather we 
were not able to do the planned walking tour; however, a drive around 
Birmingham revealed some interesting places not least the famous Bull 
Ring.  We then made our way back to the pub on the canal quayside to 
enjoy our fish and chip lunch.  This pub was made famous by a visit from 
Bill Clinton, a pub he favoured for a pint before going about his business!  
We then continued on to the jewellery quarter where we had a conducted 
tour around the award winning museum which used to be the factory of the 
Smith and Pepper family.  When the elderly family finished trading, they 
locked the door and left behind a fascinating time capsule.  Our final stop of 
the afternoon was at the Edwardian Tea Rooms, also a Museum and Art 
Gallery – a large building which spans over one of the main roads.  We 
then rejoined our coach to make our way home. 
 

Forthcoming Events 2010 

Lord Mayor‟s Show Saturday, 13
th

 November 

Thursford Christmas Spectacular 
(matinees) 

Saturday 13
th

 November & 
Wednesday 17

th
 November 

Lincoln Christmas Markets Sunday, 3
rd

 December 

Christmas Cruise  (Sold Out) Wednesday 8
th
 December 



 9 

Singing with the Stars: Royal Albert Hall Thursday 9
th

 December 

Harrods & Christmas Lights Friday 10
th
 December 

John Rutter – Royal Albert Hall Saturday 11
th

 December 

 
Forthcoming Events 2011 
 
Dick Whittington – Milton Keynes Mon 3

rd
 January 

Kill or Cure (London) Wed 2
nd

 February 

Mystery Tour (Not Devon!) Fri 18 – Mon 21
st
 February 

Essex Smuggling Haunts+Colchester Wed 9
th
 March 

Annual Get-together, Memorial hall, 
Shefford 

Sat 26
th
 March 

Treasures of Tuscany Sat 9
th

 – Wed 13
th
 April  

Frogmore Paper Mill & short river trip Sunday 5
th
 June 

  

 
London theatres are available and if there is a particular show of interest, 
please contact me and we will see what can be done.  Always open to new 
ideas and offers. 
For all holidays which include hotel accommodation, Shefford Leisure 
Group acts as an agent for the Tour Operator, their terms and conditions 
apply. 

Enid Pamment, Shefford Leisure Group  
  

Shefford Leisure Group is open to everyone in the local community who 
feel they would like to join us on our ventures.  We are always happy to 
meet new friends.  Raffles are held and the proceeds are for Keech 
Cottage Children‟s Hospice. For further information regarding dates, prices 
and availability or to receive our monthly newsletter, please contact Enid 
on: 01462 851397 or e-mail Enidpamment@aol.com 

mailto:Enidpamment@aol.com
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YOUR SHOUT 
Landlords‟ Rights 

Below is an item received from Chris Foster. 

“Well over 10 years ago we planted a hedge along the Village Hall 

side of the track running along the top of Crackle Hill. This planting 

was part of a grant aided environmental scheme called the 

Countryside Stewardship Scheme. Whilst the hedge was still in its 

infancy, one or more walkers decided to make a gap through it and 

take a regular shortcut across our field next to the rec to get to the 

track from the back of Crackle Hill Road. Once or twice I have tried 

to block the gap in a token way, hoping that the hedge would be 

allowed to grow back, and each time this has been re-opened. Last 

month I made a more concerted effort, though not a full blown 

„blockade‟, with a note requesting that the hedge be allowed to grow 

back as originally intended, and stating that there was no right of 

way there. This was immediately undone. The following day I was in 

discussion with someone who had been told of my attempt and the 

subsequent reaction. When I stated that landowners should be able to 

plant a hedge where they chose and insist on its integrity, I was told 

that the walkers aren‟t doing any harm. 

 

To my mind this is not the point. We should be able to grow an 

uninterrupted hedge on land where we choose to, especially as it is 

funded by an environmental scheme. I could of course get heavy 

handed and fence the whole area and become confrontational, but 

that seems rather a sad and unnecessary way to go forward. I would 

be interested to hear from others as to how they see this issue. 

 

Over the years we have created a comprehensive network of 

footpaths on our farm, over and above the three Public Footpaths, 

and we are pleased that many local people enjoy our small piece of 

the English countryside as we do. However, we have not created a 

path from the rec to the gap in the hedge by Mick Trundle‟s field 

fence.”  
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Kathleen Foster 

A reader or maybe several readers appear to have drawn a wrong 

conclusion from my mention of Kathleen, Chris Foster‟s mother, in 

the last issue. This related to a mention of Kathleen‟s Alzheimer‟s by 

Chris in his Farming Diary in the August/ September issue. Chris 

points out that she is alive and content at home though spending 

virtually all her time in bed! 

 

REMEMBER – IT‟S YOUR SHOUT 

Trevor Thorley  trevor.thorley1@btinternet.com  01462 813357 
 

 
WHO’S WHO IN MEPPERSHALL 
 
Now that we print the full “Who‟s Who” only twice each year, 
we have to bring you up to date with changes in between. 
 
Here is the revised entry for the Pre-School: 
 
Monday-Friday                             9.30-12.00 
Monday-Friday Lunch Club            12.00-12.30 

Mon, Wed, Fri                              12.30-3.00 

Contact during session times:        07816357159 & 817359 
Chairperson - Jessica Bryant          819143 

Secretary - Milli Gilmour 
Registration Forms - Please contact Pre-School directly during session 

times. 

  
Collating Dates for your diaries 

2010 2011 

November 29 double issue March 28  

December No  April 25  

Jan‟ry   2011 31   May 31 Tuesday 

February 28  June 27  

mailto:trevor.thorley1@btinternet.com
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Meppershall VA CE 
Lower School 

„An outstanding Church of 
England School‟ 

 
 

School Report - October 2010 
 

 
„Thank you all for being so friendly and helpful during my visit 
to your school. Many of you, and your parents, told me how 
proud you are of Meppershall Lower. You are right to be. It is a 
good school where you make good progress and reach above 
average standards. The children in Acorns get off to an 
exceptional start. Staff look after you well. Your teachers do a 
good job and they are making the topics you study more 
interesting by increasingly linking subjects together. I was 
impressed by the excellent behaviour I saw in lessons and 
around the school. The way you get on so well together, with, 
for example, older children looking out for the younger ones, 
helps to make the school such a happy place to be. I was also 
very pleased to see that you so rarely miss school. Your 
excellent attendance contributes to the good progress you 
make.‟  

 
Ofsted* Inspector, 4 October 2010 

 
Having started to feel more settled and relaxed about my new 
Headship, I received the phone call that every Headteacher - 
no matter how prepared or experienced – dreads: yes the 
Ofsted phone call!   At the time of the call, I was in the middle 
of a ‟Meet and Greet‟, coffee morning with parents, talking 
about the strengths, weaknesses, opportunities and threats a  
new Headteacher brings to a school.  We managed to get 
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through the rest of the session before the panic struck! 
Nevertheless, even though it was a very demanding 48 hours 
preparation time and a pressurised two days at school, the 
staff and children were fantastic. Many parents were also 
offering moral support at the gate that first morning of the 
inspection too - Thank You!! 
 
As you can see from the quote above Meppershall VA CE 
Lower School has proven itself to be a good school “with 
outstanding features”, to use Ofsted terminology. We now 
have a very clear direction to move our school to the 
outstanding grading it deserves and will be working hard over 
the next three years to achieve this.  
 
Our next challenge is our SIAS (Statutory Inspection of 
Anglican Schools) which takes place after half term and I‟ll be 
reporting the findings of this inspection in the next Meppershall 
Messenger. 
 

Lyn Fairweather – October 2010 
 
 

*Ofsted stands for Office for Standards in Education and is the 
Government‟s official standards organisation for schools. 
Congratulations to all concerned, including the parents who 
met the inspectors, for coming so well out of this gruelling 
experience. 
 
Congratulations to the Inspector too, for specifically mentioning 
the “School Report” in The Meppershall Messenger as 
evidence of the school‟s integration into our community! 

 – Ed 
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Financial News Update 
 

Financial News Update 

 

After a summer of not much happening on the financial news front, 

the autumn has exploded into a mass of activity. The Government‟s 

spending review has catapulted pensions right back into the spotlight 

– specifically the Civil Service Pension Scheme. Unfortunately 

media reporting leaves many people with the impression that all 

pensions are bad news, and that‟s not only completely wrong, but 

very difficult to overcome. 

So what is wrong with the Civil Service Scheme? Firstly it suffers 

from all the issues that have seen final salary schemes all but die out 

in the private sector. These are a combination of onerous legislation, 

changes to how the schemes assets are valued, and cost etc.  Final 

Salary (or Defined Benefit) schemes operate on the basis that there is 

one huge pot of money into which employers and employees put 

money. Each member‟s pension entitlement is a fraction of their final 

salary (typically a sixtieth or eightieth) which is then paid from this 

huge pot of money. Think of it as like a large water tank (or rain butt 

if you like) – the company and member fill it up from the top, and 

retired employees draw their pension from the tap at the bottom. The 

knack is to keep the amount of water in the tank sufficient to make 

sure it never runs dry. Simple enough you might think? The money 

in the tank needs to grow, so it is invested, but it needs to be invested 

in a way that guarantees there‟s enough to pay everyone their dues. 

This often means investing large proportions in fixed interest 

investments which haven‟t done especially well. The only solution is 

to put more in at the top, and companies simply cannot afford to. 

Couple that with the fact that those drawing money from the tap at 

the bottom are living longer and longer, and you can begin to see 

how the whole thing has become unworkable. That‟s why most of 

the Private Sector schemes have closed. 

The Public Sector ones however have continued as if nothing 

matters. Most Local Authorities, the Police, Teachers, Fire Brigade, 
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NHS, and the Civil Service operate this type of scheme, and for them 

putting more money in isn‟t a problem (plus they have militant 

unions in some cases resisting all and any change), they just take it 

from you and I by way of Council Tax or using Government funds 

and so on, at the expense of other services. But at least there is a 

„Tank‟ of money that is invested. 

The Civil Service Scheme is different though, because it doesn‟t 

actually have any funds invested, it is a „Pay-as-you-go‟ scheme. 

What that means is that there is no „Tank‟ using my earlier analogy, 

they simply pay their retired employees out of the tax, and National 

Insurance you and I pay. With people living longer (and there are 

more of them) the amount of money required to pay the retired 

people has escalated enormously. In addition, all those still working 

in the Civil Service, as part of their contract of employment, have a 

promise of a guaranteed pension at retirement and there‟s no pot of 

money to pay it! So it has to be budgeted for out of future tax/NI 

receipts, and guess what?.... the numbers are so big, there isn‟t 

enough projected receipts to go anywhere near covering it! This is 

not a new problem, this scenario was predicted 20+ years ago, but 

successive Governments have avoided the issue time and time again. 

Now the fuse that has been burning for decades is just millimetres 

from the dynamite. Yes there will be strikes, protest marches, even 

possibly civil unrest, but it won‟t alter the fact that there is no 

money! When it all dies down the problem will still be there, and it‟ll 

be even bigger, so they have to bite the bullet and deal with it sooner 

rather than later! 

Next month I‟ll stay with pensions, and tell you about a compulsory 

scheme that‟s coming to a company near you very soon. 

 

Jon Ingarfill 

Tel: 07870 564115 or email: jon@rutherfordfinancial.co.uk 
 

 
Polehanger: A Farming Diary; Episode 17 
Oakley: A Month in the Life of a Wheat Plant 
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As promised, I am going to try to outline the process that a grain of seed 
wheat (and the plant that it becomes) is undergoing at the time of any 
particular issue over the coming year. Please understand that I am not an 
agronomist so my explanations may not be perfect! 
An arable farming year is like the school year, running from September to 
August and everything is now starting all over again. The oilseed rape 
harvest was on time and seedbed preparation that followed through the wet 
August was close to ideal. The first wheats (in the three crop rotation that 
we grow) could therefore be drilled in those fields on time in the middle of 
September. If you walk the footpaths at the top of Crackle Hill you will have 
seen those crops „through‟ and flourishing in the warm October sun. 
Because the wheat harvest was late due to the rain, the second wheats 
(wheat after wheat) are only just being sown as I write. 
Modern wheat varieties are hybrids, the result of extensive breeding trials 
and varietal crossing. We are growing a variety called „Oakley‟ whose 
„parentage‟ is Claire x Robigus, two older varieties, giving some similar 
traits and some improvements in yield and expected disease resistance. 
„Oakley‟ is one of the highest yielding wheat varieties available at the 
moment. It is not suitable for bread making and goes into animal feed as 
one of its main energy nutrients. 
Part of our wheat acreage last year was „Oakley‟ grown to be sold to a 
merchant for seed, so in a normal year, having had the crop tested for a 
satisfactory germination %, we would retain some and have it „dressed‟ by 
a specialist contractor for our own use. This process would remove small 
and broken grains, dust and any small bits of straw. At the same time the 
seed can be coated with a chemical, chosen to guard against particular 
fungal diseases and pests that may be prevalent at planting time. Weighed 
bags of seed are then ready to use on farm. The wet August and delayed 
harvest meant that we were not confident that our own seed would have a 
high enough germination to be used, and we would not know in time to 
secure supplies if it wasn‟t good enough. So we bought in seed grown 
elsewhere through one of the agricultural merchants we trade with.  
We call the seeding process „drilling‟ as the seeds are planted in drill rows 
around 1 “ deep in fine soil with 60 - 70 kgs of seed sown per acre. The 
higher seed rate will be used where the conditions are less than ideal and 
therefore there is more chance of poor germination once planting takes 
place; or when drilling is later than optimum and more plants are required 
to provide the same number of tillers (shoots that will bear an ear) in the 
spring. (More of that in a later issue)  
Good seed bed preparation is critical in getting the crop off to the best start, 
as any allotment gardener will know. „Oakley‟ will need moisture, a fine 
seed bed and no compaction in the soil below. Patience, experience and 
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skill combine in deciding what prior cultivations are necessary and when is 
the best time to drill. The drilling window opens in mid September and 
effectively closes at the end of October, though technically „Oakley‟ would 
still grow if sown as late as January. The yield reduction however, would be 
counterproductive and on our heavy clay soils the wet cold field conditions 
would be far from ideal.  
Once it is settled and in contact with the soil, „Oakley‟ needs enough 
moisture to soak through the seed husk and trigger the enzyme process 
that will start the growth of root and then shoot. Ideally the combination of 
good weather and the skill of the farmer ensures the optimum start for 
„Oakley‟ to survive the winter and be a big strong boy in the spring! 
 
October Cover Picture 
At the risk of seeming pedantic or worse embarrassing myself, I think the 
front picture of last month‟s magazine was in fact of baling winter barley 
straw, in the last few fine days before the August deluge started, not hay as 
suggested. It is always a bit confusing about what is being baled. Generally 
speaking, hay, which is dried grass cut whilst still alive, is a shade of green; 
which shade depends on how quickly it has dried and how mature the 
grass is when cut. It is usually cut in early to mid June with a second cut 
possibly taken in late July. The stubble will still look like grass and be faintly 
green and not showing in rows. Hay is used as livestock feed 
Straw from cereal crops, on the other hand, is generally yellow/gold if 
winter barley to pale buff if wheat. The stems have died as the grain ripens 
off. The stubble is the same colour as the straw and the drilled rows should 
still be evident in the stubble. Winter barley straw can be used as low 
quality feed but needs a lot of nutritional supplementation. It is most 
commonly used for livestock bedding. 
 
Harvest Thanksgiving 
It‟s good to see Harvest Thanksgiving services still being held at church 
and school. For many urban communities these may well now be seen as 
irrelevant, certainly in their traditional format. It is no bad thing for everyone 
to recognise the connection between the food on our plates and seed time 
and harvest; and for Christians to give thanks for God‟s creative input and 
bounty, in field, garden and hedgerow. It is good also to remember the 
responsibility we have to share out of our harvest with those who have 
none or not enough.  

Chris Foster  12
th
 October 2010 

The History of Meppershall - 5  

Guilty or innocent?    
Based on documents in the Public Record Office. 
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Welsting Farm [Bury Farm]  December 1556 

My dear Cousin, 

 

I humbly apologize for the delay in replying to your letter but events here 

have so filled my mind lately, I have even neglected my duties on the farm.  

Under cover of the religious upheaval that has affected the whole country 

in recent years, where people have made away with church goods in the 

name of reformation, old John Leventhorpe from the Manor has caused 

problems in the village again.  

 

I‟m sure you remember the time you stayed with us at Woodhall Farm as a 

child when Leventhorpe and his men attacked the whole congregation, 

including the Rector and Warren his own tenant from the farm, with swords 

and other weapons, as they left church one Sabbath and chased us away 

from it.  We were all prevented by them from attending church for weeks 

[Church Lane was apparently defended, the Donkey Field then belonged to 

the manor so did not need to be defended]. In the end my father and others 

had to petition the King to get access.  

 

Once more the man has been behaving in a more extreme way than is 

normal even for him. This time he accused me, a well respected church 

warden, of stealing from the church some many years ago and selling the 

items.  Equally insane is that he accused me of dismantling the church 

gatehouse and bells [from early documents it seems likely that this crossed 

Church Lane].  When, how and with whom I would have done this, bearing 

in mind my old age, he did not suggest, apart from accusing old Parker who 

is now dead and cannot speak up for me.  He said I had taken the gatehouse 

for my own use, yet all can see my home and lands from the paths so can 

see I do not have it. This time he actually has accused me through the 

London courts - though of course the Rector has not supported his petition, 

nor have any of the villagers. It is good to have such dear loyal friends, as 

this has been so upsetting.  Yet again the Polehanger people are on his side 

since some are kin and want to keep on the right side of him so they can 

inherit the manor, and others at Polehanger Green are beholden to them. 

We suspect Leventhorpe of making away with the goods himself.  I had to 

resort to calling on my friend, the lawyer, from Arlesey to send a counter 

petition to London. Although I admit I am aged I do wish I had not been 

referred to as such in the document, it made me sound decrepit but he was 
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compelled to put it in the document as I am truly unable to travel to 

Westminster to face the judges.  I was forced to utter things against 

Leventhorpe in the petition that I would rather not have done, since he is 

our lord of the manor but he accused me first. 

 

The saunce bell, one of the items I am accused of taking, is not to be 

replaced yet. I am saddened by this each time I enter the church and see 

where the rope once hung. [This is on the left wall beside the altar rail and 

can still be seen]. I look forward to a new bell being hung to hear its sweet 

sound ring out. The satin and velvet robes I was accused of stealing were 

replaced by less ornate ones some time since, to suit the reformed church. 

 

On a more positive note there are plans for some of the village buildings to 

have floors inserted into the open halls thus giving the homes two floors 

throughout the buildings instead of just at the ends. There will be large 

brick chimneys instead of the plaster ones that are in the fire bays now.  I 

always did think that, though grand, the vaulted ceilings were a waste of 

space and Thomas Favell, our carpenter [He lived where Gregory Close 

joins the High Street], will do well if these plans do indeed go ahead. The 

Manor and Manor Farm will be first no doubt, both old but sturdy buildings 

[existing]. 

 

Young Thomas wants my help with the farm books so I leave you with my 

best wishes. 

 

Thomas Stringer 

[No records of the outcome survive ]  
 

Copyright © Sandra Read, Manor Farm.  Not to be reproduced without 

permission.  
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Wine-talk 
 With Duncan Thomas 

 

Last month I wrote that the main factor influencing the taste and 

style of wine, not surprisingly, is the grapes, so this month I thought 

I‟d have a ramble through the vineyards. Dauntingly, more than 500 

varieties are grown commercially throughout the world.  Keep 

reading - I‟m only going to talk about a few of the most widely found 

on supermarket shelves, plus a couple of others to try when you are 

feeling adventurous. Describing a colour is quite easy but how to 

convey a taste without descending into the ridiculously ornate terms 

beloved of some TV folk?   

I shall stick to one or two words where possible.  

 

The Reds first:- 

 

Pinot Noir Light red in colour – you can see through it in the glass. 

It has strawberry/cherry flavours.  

 

Merlot Deep red in colour - with plum/damson flavours. It is 

strikingly smooth and often described as velvety – try it and you‟ll 

see. 

 

Syrah (aka Shiraz  in Australia and other” New World” countries)  

Full bodied and very dense and dark red almost black in some 

instances. It has a rich ripe taste not fruity but rather woody with a 

black pepper hint. 

 

Cabernet Sauvignon Deep purple in colour with a recognisable 

aroma and flavour of blackcurrants. Has high tannin content and 

therefore produces the slight drawing/drying sensation around the 

teeth and inside cheeks that black tea gives. It is often matured in oak 

barrels imparting a smoothness and richness 
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Now the Whites:-  

 

Sauvignon Blanc – These grapes make dry and crisp wines with the 

unmistakeable taste of gooseberries so it is a very good staring point 

for learning to recognise different varieties of grapes. 

 

Semillon – Although these grapes are used to make one France‟s 

most famous (and expensive) sweet wines “Sauternes”, it is planted 

throughout the world and is used to make medium dry wines, 

generally with citrus flavours. 

   

Chardonnay – This makes the wines marketed as “Chardonnay” 

which are usually quite yellow in colour and have melon/peach 

flavours and are sweetish when the wine is “oak aged”. 

 

Much less well know is Gewürztraminer, a white wine produced in 

the Alsace region of France which is utterly distinctive and is 

sweetish with a pronounced lychee flavour and is sold in the long 

shoulderless bottles.   

 

A red wine that has a very easily remembered flavour is Beaujolais 

Nouveau, made from Gamay grapes which impart a purple colour 

and a very distinctive pear-drops taste.  It‟s very topical too because 

this unusual wine is made very rapidly and made to be drunk quickly 

( i.e. before it ages too much – you are allowed to sip it gently too!!) 

By tradition it is released for sale on the third Thursday in November 

of the year in which it is harvested.  So nip down to Morrison‟s after 

the 18
th

 and buy a bottle, chill it and try it – very refreshing! 

 

So, as they don‟t say on Strictly - Keep Tasting! 

 
  



 22 

Calendar of Forthcoming Events 
 

November 2010 
 

Tuesday 2nd   

Baby & Toddler Halloween Party 1.45 – 3.15 pm Village hall 

   

Saturday 6th   

Bonfire and Fireworks 5.45 pm Foster‟s Field 
Followed by Disco   

   

Monday 8th   

Parish Council Meeting 7.45 pm Village Hall 

   

Saturday 13th   

AOF Social & Disco 8.00  - midnight Village Hall 

   

Sunday 14th   

British Legion Quiz Night 8.30 pm The Sugar Loaf 

   

Monday 15
th

   

Shoe Box Appeal 6.00 pm Village Hall 

   

Saturday 20th   

School Assn. Autumn Fayre 2.00 – 4.00 pm Meppershall Lower School 

   

Nov 28
th

, Dec 3
rd

, 4
th

, 5
th

, 9
th

, 10
th

 
& 11

th
 

  

Meppershall Players 3pm & 7.45pm Village Hall 
“A Christmas Carol”   

 

December 2010 
 

Sunday 5
th

   

Christingle Service 4.00 pm St Mary‟s Church 

   

Thursday 9th   

Lights to Remember 7.30 pm St Mary‟s Hitchin 

Sunday 19th   

Nine Lessons and Carols 6.00  pm St Mary‟s Church 

   

Friday 24th   

Phinesta Taylor Music  Special  The Sugar Loaf 
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FROM OUR YOUTH EDITOR 
 

Hello to all the young readers; hope you like this page made for you.  

If there is anything you wish to be on these pages please contact the 

editor.  
 

Best wishes, Brigid. 
 

Bonfire night word search 
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Complete this dot-to-dot! 
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Operation Shoe Box 

6pm November 15
th

 Village Hall 
 

The Brownies are once again holding a fun evening to raise funds for this 

appeal.  There will be games, bring and buy, raffle, etc.  All monies raised 

will be used to buy items to send to very poor children overseas and to help 

finance the cost of sending the shoe boxes there.  The boxes should be 

suitable for boys or girls from 3 to 5 years, 6 to 8 years or older.  They must 

not contain any warlike items so no toy guns etc or any liquids or items 

such as glass which may be broken en route. 

 

If you would like to help but cannot fill a complete box then please just 

donate whatever you can – a packet of sweets, a bar of soap, crayons, 

pencils and we will put the boxes together. 

 

We are all going through tough economic times at the moment but not as 

much as these children who will only receive these boxes for Christmas – 

nothing else! 

 

Gina’s Simple Dream Comes True 
 
Gina is 12.  Her father left when she was young and her step-
father has recently died from cancer.  She and her mother, 
Natasha live in a tiny flat in Belarus.  Working as a 
seamstress, Natasha constantly struggles to earn a living.  
When Gina opened her shoebox she could not believe her 
eyes.  For there, amongst the brightly coloured gifts was a 
calculator – something she had often dreamed of owning but 
never been able to afford.  She also found a moving letter that 
we were able to read out to here. 
 
To read more stories, please go to: 
http://www.operationchristmaschild.org.uk/stories 
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The idea is to send a toy (small doll, bricks, car), educational supplies 

(pens, paper, note books), Hygiene items (toothbrush, soap); Other items 

such as hats, scarves, plastic jewellery, sweets with a sell by date of at least 

March 2011. Please do not include any other food items - even chocolate. 

 

Please join us on November 15
th

 and bring any items you have that you 

would like us to pack for you.  We will be packing the boxes on 22 

November and any help you may be able to offer on that night would be 

appreciated.  Please contact me for more details on 01462 817409 or 

mail@elbourne.co.uk. 

 

We URGENTLY need more shoe boxes so please let me know if you have 

any or I will collect if necessary. 

Christine Elbourne      Brown Owl 

 

 

 
LIGHTS TO REMEMBER 2010 

 

The annual "Lights to Remember" service at St Mary's Church, Hitchin 
will take place on Thursday 2nd December at 7.30pm. It will be a 
time to reflect, remember a friend or loved one and to look forward to 
the year ahead. Minister Fizz Gibbs will be leading the remembrance 
service during which all present will be invited to light a candle in 
memory of a loved one. After the service there will be mince pies and 
mince pies. Donations will be collected at the service in aid of Marie 
Curie Cancer Care. Marie Curie nurses care for terminally ill people in 
their own homes, making it possible for people to stay in the comfort of 
their own surroundings in the last days of their life. This service is free 
to patients and their families but does cost the charity £20 per hour to 
provide. 
 
If you would like further information or to make a donation please 
contact Christine Brown on 01920 467209 or email her at 
Christine.brown@mariecurie.org.uk   
 
  

mailto:mail@elbourne.co.uk
mailto:Christine.brown@mariecurie.org.uk
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You’re invited to Meppershall Lower School 

Autumn Fayre 

Saturday 20th November 2-4pm 

 

A great selection of craft & specialist stalls including: 
love em 
Children's clothing, vintage inspired gifts and accessories. 
Handmade and sourced with love. 
Spring House Beauty & Holistics 
Offering mini pamper treatments and a chance to talk to our qualified 
beauticians 
J S Floral Designers 
Specialist floristry designer Jo Sheppard, with a Selection of Christmas table 
decorations, festive goodies, gifts and floral designs. Pre-order for Christmas 
and receive discount on the day. 
Little Ann 
Handmade beaded jewellery & greetings cards. 
Sparcle Jewellery 
Ladies & Children's Jewellry, Hair Accessories, Charms & Scarves. 
Pam Evans 
Selection of beautiful cards, gift wrap, calendars & stationary for all 
occasions.  
 
Plus  

Tombola 
Grand raffle                                                     Lucky Pockets  

 
Face and Nail Painting  

 
Craft and Design tables and the chance to buy craft creations 
made in the school by your little ones! 
 

Please come and do some Christmas shopping and support 
your village school! 
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Meppershall Village Hall 
 

B O N F I R E  N I G H T 
 

Saturday 6th November 2010 
 

Advance tickets available from Post Office & Roger’s Bakery 

Adults £5, Children under 16   £2 

Family (2 adults and 2 children) £12 

 

Tickets on the Night: 

Adults £6, Children under 16 £3 Family (2 adults 2 children) £15 

 

Includes entrance to firework display and disco afterwards in the Village 

Hall 

 

Lighting the Bonfire at 5.45pm 

Firework Display begins 7pm 

 

All Welcome !! 
 

If weather is bad, the display will take place on 

Sunday 7
th

 November 2010 Same Time, Same Place 

 

 

ANCIENT ORDER OF FORESTERS 
Social evening and Disco 

Live music from Chris Cole & The Rockets 

50s & 60s Rock & Roll + Disco & Buffet 

Saturday 13
th

 November: 8 pm- midnight, Village Hall 

For info and tickets @ £5.00each 

Call Helen Vintner on 01462812708 or 07989 914941  
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It is lovely to see so many new faces in our group, especially 
as a lot of our ‘regulars’ now go to pre-school.  If you are new 
to the village or just looking for somewhere new to take your 
baby/toddler please come and join us.  Our youngest baby this 
month came to group aged 7 days!   
 

It will soon be time for our Christmas party…. If anyone 
has a raffle prize they would like to donate please let us 
know.  All money raised will be used to purchase new toys. 
  
We meet every Tuesday (in term time) at the Village Hall from 
1.45-3.15 pm. Open to all parents and carers of children under 
5.  We have a craft table, dressing-up clothes, soft baby area, 
and lots of toys including ride-ons which we enjoy on the first 
Tuesday of the month.  A drink and biscuit are included for the 
children and we have song time, or parachute games, or an 
activity game at the end of each session.  The first session is 
free of charge so come along and meet us, you have nothing 
to lose! 
More info contact Sam: 07590 290078, or Jo 01462 713999 

 

 
DON’T FORGET OUR HALLOWEEN PARTY WILL BE HELD ON THE 

TUESDAY AFTER HALF TERM, TUESDAY 2
ND

 NOVEMBER 
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…oOo… 

IT’S NEARLY PANTOMIME TIME! (OH NO IT ISN’T) 
 

Oh yes it is!  We are all champing at the bit in the Players, looking forward 

to performing our version of “A Christmas Carol”. Our first performance is 

on Sunday 28
th
 November at 3pm. Tickets are on sale from Roger‟s Bakery 

priced as follows: Sunday Matinees £5, Evenings £6, Last Night £8 (no 

concessions all performances)  

Our other performance dates are as follows Dec 3
rd

, 4
th
, 5

th
, 9

th
, 10

th 
& 11

th
.  

Curtain up. Matinees 3pm. Evenings 7.45pm 

 

The players are always interested in welcoming new talent whether that 

talent is acting, painting, set building, good public relations (an asset for 

front of house) or the best tea and coffee maker in the world (a must at 

performances and rehearsals)  

If you want to join in the fun but you think it‟s too late for this year, then 

think again; it‟s never to late (trust me on this one).  We can find lots of 

things for willing participants to do. Come over and see us on a Wednesday 

evening even though we‟re rehearsing you will still be made to feel 

welcome (Yvonne makes a mean cup of coffee).   So don‟t be shy or wait 

for a personal invitation, just come along. 

 

The players meet every Wednesday evening at 7.30pm at the Village Hall. 

Membership is very reasonable Senior‟s £5 & Junior‟s £2 per year. We 

welcome anyone from the age of 9 years to 90+ to indulge in acting, 

singing, directing, choreographing, sound, lighting, set building, scenery 

painting, front of house, backstage, stage managing, make up, costumes, 

etc. 

If you are interested in any of the above we look forward to meeting you. 

 

Karen Mitchell 

01462 816336 
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S t .  M a r y ‟ s  V i l l a g e  C h o i r  

 
N O W  P R A C T I C I N G  F O R  C H R I S T M A S .  
E V E R Y O N E  W E L C O M E  T O  J O I N  U S .  

 
Practices: TUESDAYS 7.30 – 9pm 

 
*9th November  at St. Mary‟s Church 

*30th November at Meppershall School 
Fri. 19th Nov. Carols @ Bupa Nursing Home 3pm 

Sat. 27th Nov. Carols @ „turning on lights‟ Shefford. 5.30pm 
*30th November at Meppershall School 

*7th Dec. Carol Singing from Rectory to Pub 6pm 
Fri. 10th Dec. Carols @ Meppershall Nursing Home 6pm 

*14th December at Meppershall School 
*Sat. 18th December at St. Mary‟s 6pm 

Sun. 19th Dec. 9 Lessons & Carols St. Mary‟s 6pm 
Fri. 24th Dec. Midnight Mass St. Mary‟s 11.30pm 

 
YOUNG PEOPLE MAY JOIN FOR CHRISTMAS.  

Their practices & „gigs‟ will be: 
30th November at Meppershall School 7pm – 8pm 

Sun. 5th Dec. Christingle 4pm 
7th Dec. Carol Singing from Rectory to Pub 6pm 

Fri. 10th Dec. Carols @ Meppershall Nursing Home 6pm 
Sun. 12th Dec. Family Service + JC Nativity 11.15am 

14th December at Meppershall School 7pm – 8pm 
 Sat. 18th December at St. Mary‟s 6pm 

Sun. 19th Dec. 9 Lessons & Carols St. Mary‟s 6pm 
 

INFO: Sandra Harper 01462 813334 
sandray.harper@yahoo.co.uk 
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The Treasurer’s Charity   by John Thompson 

This month, I link in to a letter received last month (Mrs. Richards, 

October Letters) and a complementary appeal for support: 

 
Copyright © 2009 uk4u Thanks!  Registered Charity Number: 1112260 

uk4u Thanks! is a registered charity which provides Christmas boxes 

full of presents (affectionately known as the 'square stocking') as a 

gift from the nation on Christmas Day to all those serving in the UK 

Armed Forces on operations overseas, no matter where in the world 

they are, along with those in hospital injured on operations and away 

from their families.  

In 2009, thanks entirely to generous donations from members of the 

public and sponsors, uk4u Thanks! was able to send 23,000 Christmas 

gift boxes.  The charity does not receive any public funds, but the 

Ministry of Defence (MOD) supports the charity with advice and 

guidance on the number of boxes required and the contents.  It also 

assists with the massive logistics operation it takes to deliver the 

boxes in time for Christmas Day, by sending the boxes in any transport 

going out to operational theatres in late summer, using spare capacity 

in the supply chain. So there is no chance that they will 'clog up' the 

postal system at Christmas and delay parcels from families and friends 

getting to their loved ones. 

The initiative was inspired by the 1914 Christmas Gift Fund, 

established by Princess Mary, the daughter of King George V. The Duke 

of Westminster is Patron of the charity.  The charity would welcome 

your support, as this year’s Christmas boxes collecting has already 

swung into action.  Whilst the charity is unable to send boxes on behalf 

of others, you can find out more at http://www.uk4u.org alternatively, 

you can contact the charity at: uk4U Thanks! The Old Granary, East 

http://www.uk4u.org/
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Street, West Chiltington, West Sussex, RH20 2JY.  Tel: 01798 812081 

or 07973 225048.
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Sunday 14
th

 

Remembrance 

Sunday  

8.30am 

10.50am 

Holy Communion 

Remembrance Family Service with 

2 minute silence at the War 

Memorial 

Sunday 21
st
 

Sunday before 

Advent 

8.30am 

6pm 

Holy Communion 

Evensong 

Sunday 28
th

  

Advent Sunday 

8.30am 

11.15am 

Holy Communion 

Family Communion and JC 

Weekday Services:  

Wednesdays : 10a.m. Holy Communion  (B.C.P.) 
Fridays : 7.30p.m. Compline (Evening Prayer) 
Saturdays 9.30a.m. Morning Prayer 
 
The Rev’d Patsy Critchley will complete her ministry in this 
Benefice this month, and on Sunday 21st she will be licensed by the 
Bishop of Bedford as NSM Curate in the Benefice of Langford and 
Henlow.  This will take place within the Communion service at 
Langford at 10.15a.m., and if you would like to attend, the 
Churchwardens there would be grateful to have an idea of numbers, 
so please let me know beforehand – 813334. 
As I mentioned last month we have benefited enormously from her 
work in these parishes and undoubtedly the effect of her ministry 
will live on in various ways, but to compensate there will also need 
to be some adjustments to the way that work in the two parishes is 
continued.  One consequence will be the revised pattern of Sunday 
services which will take effect from January 2nd. As I write, this is 
yet to be finalised,  but every effort is being made to ensure that we 
will continue to have a range of worship each month  that provides 
for the needs of the congregations, is manageable in practical terms 
given the reduced ministry team, and that is above all worthy of the 
God we honour.   
Please pray for Patsy as she begins a new phase of her ministry, 
give thanks for her work amongst us, and pray also for Gods’ work 
within our own parishes.   
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Letter from Patsy: This month I am bidding you all farewell. On the 
21st of November I shall become the curate at Henlow and 
Langford. I should like to express my gratitude to all of you who have 
supported me during my first three years of ordained ministry. It has 
truly been a privilege to work in this parish and in the parish of St. 
Michael's Shefford. My greatest thanks go to the Rev. John Harper 
who has guided me with unfailing patience and care during these 
three years; the rest of you are too many to name. I have particularly 
enjoyed my work at the school and I shall remain a governor until 
the end of this school year, so I suppose it is not quite goodbye as I 
shall be in the village on my various visits to the school. 

St. Mary‟s has provided me with many memories, which I shall take 
with me as I move on. 

I wish you all the deep peace of the living Lord. 

Patsy Critchley 

‘Special Memories’  

 On Sunday November 7th, 9.45am a Benefice service 
will be held at St Michael’s Shefford to give thanks for 
those who have died in the recent past, and we 
especially welcome those who have attended services 
for loved ones over the past year or so. Opportunity 
is given to place a memorial candle on the altar, and 
requests are invited for hymns/songs and readings. A 
sheet will be available in both churches for names of 
loved ones can be remembered within the prayers.    
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Confirmation Service 

The Shefford Deanery service will be conducted by 
the Bishop of Bedford at All Saints Church Shillington 
on Tuesday November 23rd, 7.30pm and will include 
candidates from St Mary’s congregation.  St Mary’s 
Village Choir will be joining forces with All Saints 
Choir. All are welcome.  
 

Shefford Deanery  

If all goes according to plan our local Deanery will 
shortly be amalgamated with our neighbouring 
Deanery of Ampthill, to create a more viable area to 
sustain an effective Deanery Synod and Chapter.  
Confirmation of this is expected shortly, and  given 
this, a Service of Thanksgiving for  Shefford Deanery 
will take place at St Mary’s Church Clophill on Weds 
November 24th at 7.30pm (until about 8pm) to which 
all are invited. 
 
Looking ahead - to Christmas! 
The festive season’s special services will include:  
 
Sunday December 5th -  4p.m. Christingle service  
(envelopes for the Children’ s Society will be available from 
School and Rectory)  
Sunday 12th  – 11.15a.m. Family Service and Junior Church 
Nativity 
And 4p.m. on: Father Christmas Float tours the village 
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Sunday 19th  6p.m. Christmas carols and lessons, with St 
Mary’s Village  Choir.  
Friday 24th - Christmas Eve : 11.30p.m. Midnight Mass with 
Choir 
Sat 25th     -  Christmas Day : 11.15a.m. Christmas Family 
Communion 
 

St Mary‟s Parish Register entries -   

September – October 2010 

 

Holy Baptism: Carys  Jones   baptised on Sunday October 24 

 

Funerals : Dennis ( Den ) Mumford, died 17 September aged 87 

                 Service and burial at St Mary‟s 30 September 

 

                 John (Jack ) Gilmour, died 1 October aged 77 

                 Service and burial at St Mary‟s 15 October 

 

ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI 

CATHOLIC CHURCH 

HIGH STREET SHEFFORD 
 

SATURDAY MASS  6pm RAF HENLOW 
SUNDAY MASSES  9am & 5.15pm AT SHEFFORD 
 

For weekday services and confessions please see notices in the 
church or telephone: 
Parish Priest Canon Noonan on 813436 or  
Parish Secretary Rose Boulton on 811547 or email 
rosedene@talktalk.net 
_____________________________________________________ 

mailto:rosedene@talktalk.net
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MMeeppppeerrsshhaallll  PPrree--sscchhooooll  PPoonnddeerriinnggss  
  

We are saying hello and welcome to four children this month - Anwen 
Jones, Finley Caddick, Holly Larbey and Phoebe Slade.  All the children 
are getting excited about Christmas and are enjoying making Christmas 
cards. 
 

We are pleased to announce that John Chapman has set up a new web 
site for us, where you will find our new prospectus and other useful 
information. The website address is www.meppershall-ps.co.uk .  
 

Meppershall Pre-school is situated in the village hall. Children can attend 
pre-school from the age of 2 years 6 months. 
 

Session times (term time only): 
 

 Monday to Friday   9.30 am   – 12.00 pm 
 Monday to Friday Lunch club   12.00 pm – 12.30 pm 
 Monday, Wednesday and Friday 12.30 pm –   3.00 pm 
If you are interested and would like to arrange a visit please contact us on 
(01462) 817359 during session times or e-mail info@meppershall-ps.co.uk 

TURKEY MARENGO                                  SERVES 4                      

NOVEMBER 2010 

 

700g (1 ½ lb) boneless turkey fillet, cubed 

45ml (3tbsp) flour 

Salt and freshly ground pepper 

25g (1oz) butter 

15ml (1tbsp) oil 

1 large onion, chopped 

1 garlic clove, crushed 

150ml (1/4 pint) stock 

150ml (1/4 pint) dry white wine 

http://www.meppershall-ps.co.uk/
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397g (14oz) can chopped tomatoes 

225g (8oz) mushrooms, halved 

30ml (2tbsp) chopped parsley 

Cooked rice to serve 

 

METHOD 

 

1) Coat turkey in seasoned flour. 

2) Heat butter and oil in a pan, add turkey, cook until golden. 

Remove to a plate. 

3) Add onion and garlic, cook until soft. 

4) Return turkey to pan, stir in stock, wine, tomatoes and 

mushrooms. 

5) Bring to the boil, cover and simmer for 40 minutes or until 

turkey is tender. Stir. 

6) Uncover and boil rapidly to reduce sauce slightly. 

7) Sprinkle with parsley and serve with rice. 

 
 
Recipes are kindly supplied each month by Brenda Putwain 
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GARDEN TIPS FOR NOVEMBER 
With acknowledgements to the RHS 
 

 Tidy the garden for winter 

 Clearout bird boxes and put food out for birds 

 Don‟t have a bonfire without checking the heap for hibernating creatures 

 Press on with winter digging 

 Clean or chuck old pots and trays 

 Plant bare-rooted trees and shrubs and new roses 

 Protect tender and newly planted shrubs from frost and wind 

 Plant tulip bulbs 

 Get the lawnmower serviced and sharpened 

 Protect alpines from winter rains 

 Keep off the lawn in frosty weather 

 Insulate pots left out for the winter 

 Install pond and greenhouse heaters 

 Heel in a winter supply of leeks by the back door 

 Plant fruit trees and bushes 

 Lift and divide rhubarb crowns 

 Winter-prune fruit trees and bushes 

 Insulate the greenhouse  

 

LAST CHANCE 

 Protect tender plants from winter weather 

 Lift and store dahlias 

 Start off hippeastrum (amaryllis) bulbs to flower at Christmas 

 Plant out spring bedding 

 Plant garlic 

 

GET AHEAD 

 Order seed catalogues 

 Begin any winter-pruning of deciduous trees and shrubs, including renovation 

of hedges 

 Prune glasshouse vines 
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A very happy birthday to those of you 

celebrating birthdays in November 

 

Alice Geneux who will be 8 on the 1st 

Ben Halford who will be 6 on the 4th 

Elliot Cooper Hughes who will be 12 on the 10th 

Freddie Hefford who will be 5 on the 10th 

Emily Crowson who will be 14 on the 13th 

Abbie Saunders who will be 11 on the 19th 

Lucy Wallace who will be 7 on the 23rd 

Keane Dickman who will be 13 on the 25th  

Alex Thorne who will be 11 on the 28th 

 

If you are under 16 and would like your name added to 

the birthday page, please call Louise Hutson on 814148  

or email at louhuts@btconnect.com 

 

 Other Significant Birthdays 
 

Florrie Vintner will 93 on 8th November 
 

_____________________________________________________ 

 

 

 
Taylor Made Interiors 

BATHROOM & WET ROOM 

SPECIALIST 

The Complete Service 

Including: Design & planning - 

plumbing  

 tiling – plastering 

~ 

Replacement to complete refurbishment 

~ 

Insurance work welcome 

~ 

ALL WORK GUARENTEED TO 

HIGH STANDARDS 
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St. MARY’s CHURCH MEPPERSHALL 
Saturday 9th October 2010 



On behalf of the Friends of St. Mary’s Church, Meppershall, 

Trevor Thorley, welcomed none other than Kenny Ball and his 

Jazz Men to a packed St. Mary’s as part of their 5oth 

anniversary tour.  The concert to the people of Meppershall was 

performed with every bit as much quality, effort and 

enjoyment as Kenny and the band put into much larger and 

more famous venues world wide.  Playing music from his 

latest album, along with his hits and personal favourites from 

over 50 years in the business, Kenny Ball and his Jazz Men 

treated us all to a memorable night, followed by an opportunity 

to meet the legend himself and his jazz men and pick up a few 

signed mementos of a great evening.  Kenny’s Personal 

Assistant wrote to Trevor after the performance: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“I would like to say a huge thank-you for Saturday night. Everything was 
perfect and you all worked so hard to ensure it was a success. It was 
wonderfully organised, I just wish that all gigs were like it!  Your hospitality 
was so warm, and everyone was so kind, I’m so pleased that you enjoyed it, we 
all certainly did”. 

 

The Kenny Ball Jazz Appreciation Society is run by Phil Hoy.  

http://www.kennyball.co.uk/ContactUs.htm Pictures Courtesy of Trevor Thorley 


