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Volume 26     Issue 8 
December 2010 & January 2011 

EDITORIAL 
 
We at The Messenger see our job as bringing you news, information and 

entertainment with a Meppershall twist, but also keeping a fresh approach, 

mixing our well-loved regular features with new ideas.  I have to say a big 

“Thank You” to my Committee that these new ideas keep coming.  This 

month we are proud to announce our new venture in association with the 

Village Website – All Our Yesterdays.   

 

We also thought that we should make it more obvious what was in each 

issue by creating a brighter opening page with “What‟s in Your Messenger 

This Month?”  I hope you like these, but whether you do or not, please let 

us know: we sometimes feel that we launch each issue into the village but 

we have no idea what you think about it. 

 

How green is your Messenger?  Well, pretty green, thanks to some really 

canny paper buying by our indefatigable Treasurer, who sourced, 

negotiated and hired a van to collect from Warwickshire, nearly 2 years 

worth of paper stock at an unbeatable price.  And better still, most of the 

paper is recycled, even though it is high quality and super-white, so we 

have saved trees as well as pounds.  This issue and the next will be entirely 

on recycled paper and for several months thereafter we will be 50-75% 

recycled.  A huge “Well done and Thank you” to John, not forgetting the 

Parish Council who contributed towards the cost. 

 

While doing “Thank You”‟s, I have to thank Helen Roberts who has 

decided to bow out of her Assistant Editor position in order to devote more 

time to the business that she is starting up.  If anyone else reading this 

would like to contribute back-up on the editorial side, please do let me 

know. 

 

Which just leaves me room to wish you all, readers and contributors, a 

Very Happy Christmas and a Peaceful and Prosperous New Year. 

 

                               Dick Bulley 
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LETTERS 

Letter from Mrs. Anne Gilmour: 

 

My family and I would like to thank all our friends in Meppershall 

and surrounding areas for their cards of sympathy and for their 

attendance at St. Mary‟s Church for the funeral of my husband, Jack.  

We would also like to thank the committee of the Social Club for 

their help and kindness.  A total of £350 was raised in donations for 

the British Heart Foundation. 

 
Letter from John Chapman: 
 
My parents moved to Meppershall six years ago to be near the care 
of their family. Since that time a web of local assistance has been 
built up this has enabled them to remain in their own home and 
relatively self-sufficient.  Without the assistance of the gardener, 
home cleaning service, window cleaner, Tesco delivery drivers, our 
great Posties, health and beauty services, Village Stores and 
various neighbours with their unswerving kindness and goodness of 
spirit, this would not be possible. 
This was recently put to the test when we went on a long weekend 
break and help was urgently needed; neighbours rushed over to 
assist without hesitation and sorted the problem out.  With this 
backup we were able to enjoy a family holiday and refresh 
ourselves.  
Thank you all very much. 
John and Chris Chapman and family 
 

 

Letter from Joyce Harris: 

 
The information below was sent me with other paperwork 
from the Royal British Legion.  I think it explains very well 
how The Legion spends the money which we collect for them.  I 
would be very pleased if you could reproduce it. 
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 The 2010 Poppy Appeal is about helping the Afghan generation of the 

armed forces and their families – today and for the rest of their lives.  

 The Poppy Appeal needs to raise £36 million - £1 million more than 

last year’s record amount of nearly £35 million. 

 The Legion has committed £25 million to the Personnel Recovery 

Centres, including £12 million to the RBL Battle Back Challenge Centre, 

a facility being built to enhance the recovery of wounded, injured and 

sick Service personnel, which will become a national centre of 

excellence for adaptive sport and adventure training with the military 

at its core. 

 The Legion’s campaigns have resulted in more than £12 million in 

increased compensation paid to our most seriously injured Service 

personnel.  The Legion represents more than one third of the appeals 

that have been lodged for higher compensation by British Armed 

Forces wounded in Afghanistan. 

 The Legion spends more than £1.4 million a week delivering its 

welfare work. 

 The Royal British Legion is the guardian of Remembrance.  We 

organise the Cenotaph parade, the Two Minute Silence, the Festival of 

Remembrance, March of Honour and many other national tributes to 

the fallen. 

 The Legion takes 10,000 army recruits and thousands of school 

children annually on tours of First World War battlefields. 

The whole document was too long to reproduce, so the above is a selection, but I 

agree with Joyce that it provides an impressive explanation of where the funds go. 

- Ed 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 5 

Letter from Trevor Wilkinson 
 
"Bedfordshire & Hertfordshire Historic Churches Trust 
Sponsored Bike'n‟ Hike - 11

th
 September 2010 

It appears quite a while now since we undertook this venture but, as 

with each year, it takes more than a couple of weeks to collect the 

monies kindly promised in the sponsorship and to assess the 

benefits of the event.  This year, despite the weather, we had 19 

visitors signing in at St Mary's during the day and enjoying the 

hospitality of the kind helpers. This is two less than last year but 

more than at many other rural churches taking part. 

We had only 3 cyclists taking part, cf. 4 last year, and no hikers. 

There were participants in the village supporting other churches 

however so the overall figure is slightly higher. With over 600 

churches in Herts and Beds taking part, I feel there has been a great 

opportunity lost within Meppershall for another year, for various 

competitions / adventures to be set up for the younger generations. 

They could plan different routes, get map reading experience (not 

SATNAV), get exercise and cycling or walking experience, see more 

of the countryside and learn how to raise money through 

sponsorship. Guidance from parents could be given when necessary 

and they could join in themselves. 

Anyway, thank you to everyone who took part and contributed this 

year. Between us we raised £612 plus some Gift Aid. I don't think we 

have beaten St Francis RC Church in Shefford but it was a jolly 

good effort. I live in fear of repeating myself (from previous articles) 

but will say that St Mary's Church here in Meppershall will receive 

half of this money and the other half will go to the Beds and Herts 

Historic Churches Trust who can then offer it as grants. 

Trevor Wilkinson 

Church Organiser  
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Meppershall Parish Council Report 
 

This report is for the November 2010 meeting of the Parish Council 
which was held on Monday 8th at the Village Hall. 
In the open part of the meeting CBUA Councillor Brown reported on 
some of the budget discussions taking place and how the Authority 
still hoped to set a zero increase in Council Tax for 2011/12. He also 
highlighted the fact that only 28% of the Council’s budget is funded 
from Central Government whereas in other parts of the country the 
figure could be as high as 73%. 
 
Planning & Housing (spokesman Cllr. Peter Chapman) 
One planning application had been received, that being for an 
extension to the grain store at Chapel Farm; no objections were 
raised. 
The new developer of the land to the rear of 2 Crackle Hill Road had 
spoken to the Clerk and expressed a desire to work with Parish 
Council. Since the early problem with the saplings he has complied 
with all the conditions set and this has been confirmed by Central 
Beds Enforcement Team. 
 
Finance  
The Risk Management document has been completed. 
 
Highways & Lighting (spokesman Cllr. Roger Bryant) 
Overhanging trees at Taylors Close and Orchard Close are to be 
reported to CB Highways as is the flooding near 53A and 55 High 
Street caused by a drain being higher that the road surface. 
 
Shefford Hill Footpath 
There is a separate item on page 8 in this issue of the Messenger 
detailing progress to date on the above project and the possible 
ways forward.   
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Environment & Leisure (spokesman Cllr. Paul Merryweather) 
Foster’s Field 
The badly damaged shed is to be removed. The next inspection of 
the play equipment is due at any time and it was agreed that any 
major items highlighted would be resolved without recourse to a full 
meeting. 
 
Wry Close Allotments 
Following the annual renewal of tenancy a number of allotments 
have become available. If anyone living within the Parish of 
Meppershall would like a plot please contact Councillor Phil Collins 
on 01462 812274 or via the Council section of the Meppershall web 
page. 
 
Old Road Meadow 
A cost estimate for a steel picnic table and benches would be 
obtained. 
 
Other Business 
A review with the contractor of the first year of the grass cutting 
contract is to be undertaken in the near future.  
The Council has always assisted the Church with a financial donation 
towards the upkeep of the graveyard. As the Church is finding it 
difficult to find volunteers to undertake the work, the Council has 
agreed to fund up to 5 cuts of the graveyard as an extension to the 
existing grass cutting contract. 
 
Meeting closed at 2120. 
Peter Chapman 
Chairman of Meppershall Parish Council 
 
The next Parish Council meetings will be held on Monday 13th December 2010 and 
Monday 10th January 2011 at Meppershall Village Hall commencing at 7.45pm 
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Shefford Hill Footpath – An Update – December 2010 

 
This project has been in existence for a number of years.   The pedestrian traffic on 

the hill between Meppershall and Shefford has increased over the years, as has the 

volume of traffic using the route through Meppershall as a „rat-run‟. 

 

Both Meppershall Parish Council and Shefford Town Council are backing the need 

for the facility: Robin Younger in his capacity as County Councillor in the old 

Bedfordshire County Council did a huge amount of work on it, and the Mayor of 

Shefford has worked exceedingly hard and has spent many lonely hours sitting in 

his car doing a comprehensive vehicle / pedestrian movement survey / count.  

Being a larger community, it is not easy to gauge the support for the scheme in 

Shefford but 87% of the responses to the Meppershall Village Plan questionnaire 

indicated this project to be a number one priority.   

 

The last issue of the Messenger contained a letter from a Meppershall resident 

clearly upset at the stance taken by Central Bedfordshire and its inability to provide 

immediate finance, whilst suggesting that the provision of an unlit path through a 

muddy field is no reason to delay this project.  Were this the reason it would be 

indefensible, but the fact is that lack of available  finance is the real reason, with 

legalities and unavoidable red tape together coming a close second. 

 

Starting from scratch, the cost of installing a permanent tarmacadamed and lighted 

footpath to County standards would very likely be in excess of £100,000 and in 

today‟s economic climate this is a significant amount.   Central Bedfordshire 

Council has to operate within guidelines laid down by Central Government which 

have severely limited its ability to continue to provide the current levels of public 

services let alone find the funds to finance new projects.   Not only that, but it 

probably has a dozen similar projects within its area of jurisdiction, all clamouring 

for funds/assistance and each carrying the support of its local community. 

 

For this reason, the offer of the landowners - Mr & Mrs Foster of Polehanger 

Farms Ltd.- to make some of their land available for the purpose, assumes greater 

significance, and will represent a large saving in cost.                 

On the face of it, and on the basis of existing costings from Central Bedfordshire, 

there will still remain the need to find up to £70-£80,000.  However, a suggestion 

has recently been made for a less comprehensive construction to be considered that 

could possibly be carried out under the auspices of the Parish Council and 

Polehanger Farm.   This would still provide an adequate facility but with perhaps a 

shorter life expectancy.   If it is viable, such a scheme might reduce the initial cost 

by 50% or more.  The downside to this is that it would take it out of the direct 
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remit of Central Bedfordshire Council which has directives that it must follow 

regarding its contractors and its standards of construction.   At the time of writing, 

the Parish Council is considering all options and possibilities.   These are complex 

and include such questions as:- 

 Does the Parish Council have the necessary legal powers to undertake such a 

project?   

This must be established before any funds are committed, to protect individual 

Councillors from becoming personally liable if it is later established that the 

Council had acted “ultra vires” 

 Does it have a mandate from residents to undertake such a project? 

As it is dealing with public funds, a parish council must ensure that it is acting 

for the greater good of the community and in accordance with the 

community’s wishes.  Day to day financing is simple to look at and to justify 

but what is being considered here is a capital expenditure with a cost equating 

to, or exceeding, the annual precept. 

 Where will the finance come from? 

95% of this Parish Council’s income comes from its precept which is financed 

by the residents of Meppershall through their Council Tax.   Since the benefits 

would be ongoing, the capital expenditure should equally be spread – for 

example on a 10 year term the necessary increase in the parish portion of the 

overall Council Tax would be less than £1 per month per property 

 Are there any other organisations that might provide assistance? 

Possibly – initially Central Beds Council, Tesco, Shefford Town Council and 

Nunswood Nursing Home are being approached. 

 When might it happen? 

Resolving all the issues will take time - so not before August 2011 

This update may be considered as the first part of a consultation process – the 

second part will accompany the next (February) issue of the Messenger and will 

incorporate a tear off slip and an invitation for you to air your opinions. 

 Chris Waghorn – Clerk to the Parish Council

 
 



 10 

Meppershall Bakery Bees by Roger 
      The Meppershall bees are 7 very strong hives and are looking good for the 

winter. All feeding and medication has stopped and most have clustered. On my 

last inspection there were one or two flying bees but not many. I will still be 

making weekly visits to the apiary just to check any damage to the hives.  

One question I keep being asked is why do beekeepers blow smoke on their bees?  

When a beehive is threatened, the guard bees release an alarm odour, a volatile 

pheromone called isopentylacetate. This mobilises the venom-packed mature bees 

from within the hive to attack the intruder. Blowing smoke into the hive both 

masks the pheromone and blocks the guard bees‟ receptors, allowing the beekeeper 

to handle the hive safely. The smoke also stimulates the other bees to gorge 

themselves on honey – a survival instinct in case they must vacate the hive and 

recreate it elsewhere. This gorging has a soporific effect on the bees. The 

pacification of bees using smoke has been used since ancient Egyptian times when 

they held a piece of pottery filled with a mound of smouldering cow dung, blowing 

the plume into the hive. This inefficient system didn‟t change until 1875, when a 

handheld smoker consisting of a fire pot, bellows and a nozzle to direct the smoke 

was invented.   

Honey is composed of two main sugars, fructose and dextrose. These sugars do not 

need to be broken down by the digestive process, so honey is quickly absorbed into 

the bloodstream, giving a quick energy boost to the body. It also contains protein, 

vitamins and minerals but no cholesterol. Honey has certain potassium salts that 

make it a phenomenal moisture absorber and a great killer of germs and bacteria. 

In fact, honey kills bacteria more effectively than some antibiotics. This also helps 

it draw excess fluid from the blood stream, lowering blood pressure. Honey, if 

taken on an empty stomach with water and lemon, reduces obesity and weight. 

(I‟ve yet to prove this!)  If taken at night with hot milk, it cures constipation. 

Beauticians recommend using it liberally for a glowing complexion and silky hair. 

A bowl of porridge oats with a spoonful of honey will calm the nerves; ideal for 

before an exam!  So, what are you waiting for? Eat honey today!  Looking back on 

this year, we have had a good spring crop, a very good main crop and a small 

amount of ivy honey and not too many stings !! We had three large swarms, which 

we hived and are still going strong. We had to reunite one queen-less hive with a 

small queen rite and when this small one did not get very strong we placed a super 

on top to double its size. All worked well. It has been a good and interesting 

beekeeping year. The highlight of the year, in my opinion, was the summer fair, 

where so much interest was displayed. I hope next year will be as good. So from all 

the bees and me, we would like to wish you all a merry Christmas and a happy new 

beekeeping year. 

Honey (ideal Xmas present) available at Rogers Bakery - See you there.  
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Meppershall VA CE 
Lower School 
‘An outstanding Church of 
England School’ 
 
 

School Report - November 2010 
 
“When troubles come, they come not as single spies but in 
battalions.”  Apparently this holds good for school inspections too!  
At copy date Lyn Fairweather was immersed in preparations for yet 
another inspection, this one known as SIAS which stands for 
Statutory Inspection of Anglican Schools and is carried out by 
inspectors on behalf of the Diocese of St Albans. 
 
In this issue Lyn had hoped to report on the findings of this 
inspection, but it took place on the 16th November, which was just to 
late too late to meet the Messenger‟s deadline, so we will have to 
read all about it in the February issue.   
 
Understandably, in the last week or so, Lyn has been a bit busy, 
even for something as important as writing for the Messenger, so 
this brief explanation has to suffice for now. 

Ed. 
Late News: 

 

The Brownies Christmas Shoebox event on 15
th
 Nov raised £240 to buy 

items for the shoe boxes and send them. 

Thank you to all who turned out on a miserable night to achieve this great 

result. 

Christine Elbourne – Brown Owl 

 
 
Colette House, our Distribution Manager, would like to make it clear 
that she has no connection with any door-to-door cleaning products!  
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SHEFFORD LEISURE GROUP 

 
Would like to take this opportunity of wishing the residents of Meppershall and 

their families a happy Christmas and to wish you all good health, safe and happy 

travelling in 2011. 

 

During October we set off from Shefford on a damp drizzly morning, but by the 

time we reached the Woolwich Arsenal for our first stop the drizzle had gone and 

we were in bright sunshine which remained throughout the day.  After 

refreshments, we were taken to see a short archive film of the artillery at war.  This 

was a very moving and impressive film for those who could remember back to the 

1940‟s.  Returning to the coach and accompanied by our Guide we had a short but 

interesting tour of the Woolwich Barracks now the home of 1,000 infantry 

following the closure of Chelsea Barracks.  This is the Olympic Venue earmarked 

for the shooting events.  We then returned to the Woolwich Arsenal for our hot 

lunch leaving time to spend looking around the museum which not only housed 

artillery weaponry but the millennium embroidery which depicted the Celts to the 

present day.  This work of art certainly was not to be missed!  We continued our 

tour to Stratford to view the Olympic Park, where our Guide gave us an 

informative talk on the Olympic site to date.  Seeing is believing for the vast areas 

being covered, the plans and work in progress, all of which is earmarked for use 

after the events in 2012. 

 

Successful visits to both London Museums and Camden Market in November were 

also enjoyed by many. 

 

Several residents from Meppershall certainly enjoyed The Lord Mayor‟s Show on 

Saturday 13
th

 November in London.  We started quite early and collected people 

from Letchworth and Stevenage.  Although the weather was dull, it did not rain 

and was certainly not as cold as we had experienced in previous years.  The 

exciting procession was enjoyed by everyone everywhere and the warmth of the 

congregating public, whatever their nationality, was certainly evident and even 

strangers helped one another.  All the floats were well received and one could hear 

the crowd‟s ovation long before they reached us.  After the parade and the police 

had re-opened the road, our coach was allowed to make its way to Blackfriars 

Bridge to watch one of London‟s grandest firework displays set off on a barge 

moored in the Thames between Blackfriars Bridge and Waterloo Bridge.  After the 

display, our coach driver Gary kindly showed us Regent Street and Oxford Street 

with their Christmas illuminations before making our way home.  A long day, but 

everyone was so pleased they went and certainly something to remember – Thank 

you Chambers for making this day possible. 
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Thursford Christmas Spectacular – a favourite visit for many of our people who 

book year after year.  Once again at 9am the coach collected us from Shefford 

making our way to Brandon House Hotel in Norfolk for a coffee stop before 

completing our journey to Thursford in good time to peruse the Christmas shops or 

visit Fantasy Land before the commencement of the matinee performance. As 

usual the show was spectacular and enjoyed by everyone.  After the show we made 

our way to a pub for a pre-booked dinner before heading home. 

Reports on the following outings will be given in the February edition of the 

Messenger: 

Lincoln Christmas Markets; Singing with the Stars and John Rutter concert, both at 

the Royal Albert Hall; Christmas Cruise and lights; also visit to Harrods in 

Kensington, London; and finally our Milton Keynes panto, Dick Whittington in 

January 2011. 

 
Forthcoming Events 2011 
 

Kill or Cure (London) Wednesday 2nd February 

Mystery Tour (Not Devon!) Friday18 – Mon 21st February 

Essex Smuggling Haunts+Colchester Wednesday 9th March 

Annual Get-together, Memorial hall, Shefford Saturday 26th March 

Treasures of Tuscany Saturday 9th – Wed 13th April  

Newmarket and The Gallops Thursday 21st April 

Moggerhanger, Tour of House and tea  Thursday 5th May 

Frogmore Paper Trail & short river trip Sunday 5th June 

Tour of the Cotswolds Date to be announced 

Black Country Museum Thursday 28th July 

Wizard of Oz (evening performance) Wednesday 31st August 

 
London theatres are available and if there is a particular show of interest, please 

contact me and we will see what can be done.  Always open to new ideas and 

offers. 

For all holidays which include hotel accommodation, Shefford Leisure Group acts 

as an agent for the Tour Operator, their terms and conditions apply. 

Enid Pamment, Shefford Leisure Group  

 
Shefford Leisure Group is open to everyone in the local community who feel they 

would like to join us on our ventures.  We are always happy to meet new friends.  

Raffles are held and the proceeds are for Keech Cottage Children’s Hospice. For 

further information regarding dates, prices and availability or to receive our 

monthly newsletter, please contact Enid on: 01462 851397 or e-mail 

Enidpamment@aol.com 

mailto:Enidpamment@aol.com
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YOUR SHOUT 
MARGARET EVESHAM 

Margaret has led an interesting life and has involved herself in much that 

has gone on in Meppershall and beyond, getting on with life without 

wishing to make too much of it.  Margaret, together with husband Ainsley, 

has lived in the High Street for approximately 28 years and prior to that, 

resided in Taylors Close for 12 years. 

In the early seventies she was active in the Meppershall Players, together 

with Jessie Niven, Bill Wright, Mick Trundle, Robin and Fiona Mowe, a 

young teenager called Paul Carne and even myself for a short time, to name 

but a few. Those were the days when Plays were the order of the day and 

Pantomimes were just a dream. As we all know, Meppershall Players have 

come along way since then. 

Margaret involved herself with Meppershall Lower School and was a 

Governor for a number of years including being elected Chair for several 

years before she resigned as a Governor. During her busy life in 

Meppershall, Margaret also served on the Parish Council for 12 years and 

was also Chair for some of those.  Margaret has also been actively involved 

with The Friends of St. Mary‟s Church for many years, latterly as 

Secretary.  

In her earlier life, Margaret trained as a Speech and Language Therapist 

and eventually went on to manage the service in Hertfordshire. She 

continued to keep up with her speciality in Stammering and eventually 

became an Advisor to the British Stammering Association.  After she 

retired she was asked to work on several projects for them and had just 

finished one on the service to children under 5 years when, in November 

2009, Sarah Brown invited the Association to a reception at Number 10, 

Downing Street. She was invited there along with people such as Ed Balls, 

Margaret Drabble, and Nicholas Parsons. 

Just recently, Margaret was delighted to receive an invitation from The 

Lord Knight of Weymouth and The Right Hon Ed Balls MP to an event at 

Speaker‟s House in aid of the British Stammering Association!   
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A CHRISTMAS CAROL  

If all has gone according to plan, by the time you read this, Meppershall 

Players will have given the first performance (November 28) of their 2010 

pantomime, “A Christmas Carol”.  A little bird tells me that this has been 

written by none other than Karen Mitchell. There could still be time to buy 

tickets for the performances on December 3, 4, 5, 9, 10, and 11, available 

from Roger‟s Bakery.  It promises to be a great show. 

 

KENNY BALL & HIS JAZZ MEN 

This was a fabulous concert by the great man, which took place on October 

9; we were truly privileged to have this famous jazz band visit Meppershall 

to entertain us. The Friends of St. Mary‟s would like to thank you for your 

valued support and you can be assured that Kenny Ball and his colleagues 

thoroughly enjoyed themselves and went away fully appreciative of the 

warmth of welcome afforded them. Thanks too go to Mark and Bobby 

Brinkley for offering their farm for car parking; this was very much 

appreciated. Finally, thanks are extended to all the other people who gave 

their help in various ways.     

 

QUIZ NIGHT 2011 

 The Annual Quiz Night takes place on Saturday, January 29 2011, in the 

Village Hall commencing promptly at 7.30pm. Please book your table or 

tickets early to avoid disappointment. 

 

Finally, thank you for your support for this page during 2010. It can only 

operate with your contributions, so please keep them coming in and always 

remember:  It‟s YOUR SHOUT. 

Wishing you all a very  

HAPPY CHRISTMAS and NEW YEAR! 

Trevor Thorley. 01462 813357 trevor.thorley1@btinternet.com 

mailto:trevor.thorley1@btinternet.com
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  Financial News Update 
 

Very soon, if you are employed, or run your own business employing staff, 

you will be hearing a lot about NEST – no not the twiggy structure that our 

feathered friends build - this is the National Employers Savings Trust – or 

compulsory pension scheme in plain English. This idea has been several 

years in the planning, previously called „Personal Accounts‟, it was thought 

that the Coalition might scrap it as part of the Spending Review. However 

they have confirmed that it is going ahead more or less as planned by the 

previous government – so what is happening? 

 

Sometime between 2012, and 2016 (depending upon the size of the 

business), all employees will have to be automatically enrolled into a 

Workplace Pension Scheme to which both employer and employee 

contribute. There may already be a staff pension scheme in place which 

either meets, or can be adapted to meet the new rules. If there isn‟t, then the 

company has to make the decision of whether to set one up or rely on the 

NEST default. 

 

The contribution rates are being phased in to soften the blow, starting at 1% 

each for the employee and employer. They will eventually reach 4% from 

employees (plus 1% tax relief making 5% in total), and 3% from 

employers. It will affect all employees over the age of 22 and under the 

State Pension Age. It will be based on earnings between £7,500 p.a. and 

around £35,000 (i.e. the National Insurance band earnings). Jobholders 

outside the age range above can choose to „Opt in‟ and those automatically 

enrolled can choose to „Opt out‟ (but will be enrolled back in every three 

years). The important thing here is that if you employ someone, you will be 

legally obliged to enrol them in a scheme. It is up to the individual to opt 

out again if they choose.  However, beware the regulator is looking for „Opt 

outs‟ that are unusually high in number, so encouraging staff to opt out to 

save money will be met by fines of up to £10,000 per day! The maximum 

total annual contribution is £3,600. 

 

Some of the fine detail is still being consulted on, so may change; however 

the bulk of it will happen.  NEST is replacing what until recently was called 

the State Second Pension or S2P, (previously SERPS). It is the pension 

scheme of last resort for employers who choose not to set up a scheme of 
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their own, it is not a replacement or substitute for a good staff pension 

scheme. So, the message to employers is – set up a staff pension scheme or 

you will be forced to pay into a NEST scheme! 

 

So, is this a good thing? There‟s good and bad in here, but mainly 

good….on the plus side it will put every employee into a pension scheme, 

(apathy will probably mean that most stay in rather than opt out); it will put 

retirement provision back on the agenda for all companies and employees. 

The Government is also looking at changing the way means tested benefits 

interact with pensions so that it becomes worthwhile to save. 

 

On the down side, at the minimum contribution level, it will not provide 

very big pensions, but anything is better than nothing. The rules impose 

weighty responsibilities on employers, with hefty fines for non-compliance. 

 

Waiting until NEST is forced upon you is not the lowest cost option – 

many pension schemes are simpler and easier to operate than NEST will be, 

and possibly cheaper too. It is vital that employers start debating now 

which way they are going to go (i.e. private scheme or NEST), start 

consulting staff and unions, and make provision in their budget forecasts 

for the contributions. 

 

Whilst there is still some fine tuning to be done, there is no escape for 

employers.  Firms which have unusually high numbers opting out will be 

investigated, and there is talk of including sub-contractors who do most/all 

of their work for one firm being classed as „Employees‟ for this purpose. 

So be warned, there‟s NEST coming to a company near you very soon! 

 

May I wish all of you who read this a great Christmas and New Year, and 

best wishes for 2011. 

 

Jon Ingarfill 

Tel: 07870 564115 or email: jon@rutherfordfinancial.co.uk 
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Polehanger: A Farming Diary; Episode 18 
 

I‟m finishing off this edition‟s article on Sunday afternoon at 4pm with the sun 
already setting: I‟m two days behind the editor‟s deadline and feeling a bit end of 
the „yearish‟. Everything has gone suddenly quiet in the fields after the hard work of 
the three and half months leading up to the end of October. Machinery is cleaned 
and serviced and put away. Reluctant leaves have been prised from most of the 
trees by recent winds. Paperwork that had been non-urgent is excavated from the 
piles in the office and a sigh of relief is slowly drawn in and exhaled. 
But there‟s still plenty to do it seems! 
 
Oakley: a month in the life of a wheat plant 

If you walk along the top of Crackle Hill and then downhill towards Polehanger you 
will notice a big difference between the wheat crops on view from the top of Crackle 
Hill, which are more advanced than the crops in the fields between the track and 
Nuns Wood, together with those ahead and beyond around the farm buildings. The 
latter are only now showing in rows as I write on 14

th
 November. 

This difference is due firstly to the previous crop and secondly to the wet weather in 
August and September. You may remember that the fields at the western, Crackle 
Hill end of the farm were in Oil Seed Rape last year and were harvested in late July. 
This meant that seed beds were prepared in August and ready to be drilled at the 
optimum time for first wheats (after a break crop) in mid to late September.  
The second wheats (wheat after wheat) were delayed by the later harvest and 
subsequent wet conditions, only being drilled towards the end of the drilling window 
in late October. However, the plus side of these conditions was that there was 
plenty of moisture for immediate germination; and the grass weed seeds, notably 
Blackgrass, left from the last crop, when conditions last autumn had meant a less 
than desired control, could be sprayed off, as they had germinated well with the 
September rain. They will not now be present in the spring to give serious 
competition to the wheat for space and nutrients. Unless there is 99% control of 
Blackgrass, it is such a prolific „seeder‟ that the infestation will get much worse the 
following year.  
Slug traps are set out in order to gauge whether the population is sufficiently large 
to damage the emerging crop. If it is, then chemical control will be used sparingly to 
target the problem areas.  
The germination process in any seed is a fascinating one. Why do the roots grow 
down and the shoots grow up, even if the seed is upside down in the soil? My 
school plant biology is a bit rusty but I seem to remember something about 
Geotropism where certain parts of the germinating seed and emerging plant react 
towards or against gravity; and Phototropism where the same happens with regard 
to light.  Amazing!  
 
Interesting Statistic of the Month: Trees in the UK 

I was amazed to read a recent synopsis of a UN report stating that Britain is now 
more covered in trees than at any time since 1750!  This counters the common view 
that trees are disappearing at a great rate. 11.8% of the total land area is wooded 
compared to less than 5% at the end of WW1. Farmers and investors in woodland 
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have been planting for several decades.  Of course not all these trees are anything 
like mature yet, so although the area of woodland has increased, the visual effect is 
still developing.  However the UK being much more densely populated than much of 
Europe is still a long way behind the European average of 44%. 
 
Campaign for the Farmed Environment  

When Set Aside was no longer a compulsory requirement for farmers to benefit 
from European payments a couple of years ago, there was a long discussion with 
interested bodies and government about the loss of habitat for the natural 
environment that Set Aside had been thought to provide.  The Campaign was set 
up in response, as a voluntary initiative, to encourage farmers to put features into 
their cropping programme, or take out areas of land from cropping, that would bring 
those benefits back. 
As I think I have mentioned in previous articles, we are 3 years into a 5 year Entry 
Level Scheme based around biennial hedge cutting and 6 metre grass margins 
against all our ditches, with some skylark (uncropped) plots dotted around in the 
bigger wheat fields, and some „low input grassland‟. 
We are in the process of applying to upgrade to the Higher Level Scheme which will 
involve more features that Natural England, the overseeing body for these 
schemes, suggest will benefit target species for this area and soil type. These 
features will include beetle banks; small areas for plants rich in pollen and nectar or 
seed; areas of stubble left un-cropped, and some areas around the farm reverting to 
grass and therefore no deep cultivation where there is evidence of archaeological 
remains. 
We now have to wait and see how funding cuts will impact the budget available to 
this scheme; and whether our application fro September 2011 is successful. 
 
Global Wheat Prices 

Wheat prices, along with other farm crop based commodities, have risen in the past 
few months; as they did two years or so ago before falling back. 
This seems to be driven by lower yields of crops harvested worldwide, a prediction 
of increasing demand, and currency fluctuations.  
The market is now much more volatile for farmers who generally have not been 
used to trading into conditions like these in the past. The peaks and troughs of any 
market are only known with hindsight and it is rare for anyone to be able to predict, 
and so buy or sell into these accurately and consistently. Those who do, make 
fortunes in the financial markets.  
These past couple of years, rather than wait to see how the market prices are once 
we have harvested our grain crops, we have started selling some grain „forward‟, up 
to a maximum of 50%, before harvest but for delivery afterwards, if there is a price 
on offer that meets our budget. This protects us from unforeseen falls but also 
means that we don‟t hit the equally unforeseen higher prices that might 
subsequently come. So if, and when, you have to pay a lot more for your loaf of 
bread, it doesn‟t mean that all of the increase is in our pockets! 
We send our best wishes to you for Christmas and 2011.     

Chris Foster 14
th
 November 2010   
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The History of Meppershall - 6  
 

A Very Early Emigrant 

 
Based on documents in the Bedfordshire Archives and archive repositories in the 

USA. 

 

My dear Brother Harry,     c 1627 

 

I write with a very heavy heart to tell you that my dear boy, your beloved 

nephew John, has now left on his long journey to the New World. I tried to 

be brave as we saw him off on the carter‟s wagon but as he went out of 

sight I ran to my chamber and cried heartily. Although he said that others 

had later returned to see their families, we all know that we will probably 

never see him again.  He will marry, have children and we will not be part 

of his life. That is if he is fortunate enough to survive the dangerous 

voyage, the diseases that colonists have experienced and does not fall in the 

way of the savages that live in the land. So many dangers...and he will be 

alone with no family to care for him...and such a boy still. 

 

For months we have been gathering all the tools and provisions that settlers 

are obliged to take with them. Husband John, though not of good health, 

has forged the tools himself, so part of his heart will go with our son. I sit 

here in my window and look out over Manor Farm and half expect John to 

come out of the door as I so often saw him. When at the forge I look out 

over the field, to the church, and expect to see him walking towards us.  I 

turn to ask him to do a chore and then remember he has gone. His mind 

will be filled with new tasks and wonders but we are here –without him. I 

ask for your prayers that he will be safe and find what he seeks. I cannot 

help but pray that he will not like it in America and return to us. I can write 

no more. Tears fill my eyes. 
 

Your loving sister,  

Katherine. 
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Dear Brother Harry,     1640 

 

We have had more news from John today.  He is settled well in Haverhill, 

(Massachusetts) now. John wrote that the ship could not navigate the 

creeks so they sailed around the coast and then up a long river. He wrote 

that he sailed in his “small vessel over a stormy sea and with scant 

knowledge of that day” before reaching the river. I know little more, I wish 

that John would write longer letters but I do not like to criticise him when 

he is so far away.  

Here in the village the long saga of the pews still grumbles sometimes. If 

you remember, Our Rector, Timothy Archer, wrote to Archbishop Laud, 

complaining about the high sided pew that Jeremy Meade put in the church, 

but Jeremy replied that it was no higher than the one in which the Rector‟s 

wife, Rebecca, sits and the other wainscot seats.  Jeremy doesn‟t consider 

that it is an inconvenience to the parishioners. I try to have no opinion as 

both parties are dear friends to me. 

Thank you for the offer of some lambs to keep on the Whiteacres field 

beside the forge. Edward has now repaired the thorn hedge, on the village 

boundary with Stondon.  The men are repairing the lane in front of the 

forge this week. It is indeed fortunate that not much gravel needs to be dug 

from the pit at Chapel Farm for our part of the lane to Shillington. 

 

I will send a length of dress fabric for my sister‟s birthday with Edward 

when he visits with you on Saturday. 

 

Your loving sister, 

Katherine. 
Trading ships were used by the settlers to send messages back home and it is 

known that John did get messages from Meppershall. 

John Robinson’s family lived opposite Manor Farm and owned a forge on 

Shillington Lane, opposite the Donkey Field.  He became one of the founders of 

Exeter, New Hampshire and prospered in America.  On 10 November 1675 John 

[carrying a warming pan it is said] and his son David were riding home when they 

were ambushed by Indians who had previously that day killed four people 

elsewhere.  David was chased into a swamp and escaped, however John was shot 

and killed.  John left a wife and seven children.  Ten generations later, in 1916, 

there was still a blacksmith, named John Robinson, in the family. Several 

descendants of John Robinson of Meppershall have visited the village recently 

from America. 

Copyright Sandra Read, Manor Farm. Not to be reproduced without permission 
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More Wine-talk 
 With Duncan Thomas 

 

This is the December issue which means that party time will soon be 

with us - so what‟s the best subject to concentrate on this month – 

Champagne! I know it‟s expensive (you‟ll see why in a minute) but it 

never fails to lift the mood and keep things buzzing. 

 

Champagne is the name of a region in northern France and only 

wines made in that area and produced under strict rules are allowed 

(by international law) to call themselves Champagne.  Thus some 

equally good wines from other regions of the world and produced 

using the same technique (méthode champenoise) have to be called 

“sparkling wine”. The process of making Champagne is slow and 

laborious.  Put simply the process is this: first “base” wines are made 

from either Chardonnay grapes or more commonly Pinot Noir/Pinot 

Meunier black skinned grapes. So there is the first complication: to 

avoid any red colour being produced the grapes have to be pressed 

very gently and only the first pressing or run off is used. The base 

wines, which at this stage are acidic and unappetising, are then 

blended very carefully by experts who know how they will develop 

during the all important secondary process. This next process 

involves bottling the blended wine and adding some additional yeast 

and sugar and sealing and storing the bottle horizontally in dark, 

constantly cool cellars. The wine will begin to ferment again and 

produces: carbon dioxide gas which dissolves and is later released as 

the bubbles; and, the vital sediment of dead yeast cells which is 

responsible for the transformation of the taste over many months and 

even years to give the Champagne its appley, bready and creamy 

characteristics. However, before the wine can be sold the sediment 

has to be removed, which involves another fiddly manual process, 

and the bottle re-corked.  Because of the labour intensive process and 

the requirement for robust bottles and expensive corks it is quite 

clear that the costs of production are high, resulting in a relatively 

high consumers price. There are much cheaper methods of producing 
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sparkling wines using vast fermentation tanks and then pumping 

carbon dioxide into the bottle (the same process as lemonade) and 

this is of course reflected in a lower sale price. The drawback with 

this technique is the appearance of large bubbles which dissipate 

rather quickly whereas the bubbles in champagne are tiny, producing 

very light foam, and they keep on rising for ages. 

 

So, what to buy - Vintage/Non vintage, Big Name (Moet& Chandon, 

Mumm, Lanson) Own Brand, or non champagne alternatives? I can‟t 

tell you but here are some clues to help you choose. 

 

Vintage means that the blend of base wines were all produced in the 

same stated year and that it has been produced to “cellar” or keep and 

thus is much more expensive. Because of the blending process 

involved Big Name producers strive for and are able to produce very 

consistent results so that when you find a “label” that appeals you 

can be assured that subsequent purchases won‟t disappoint. On the 

other hand, for the more adventurous, smaller producers provide a 

wider scope for excitement (or disappointment) – but you can‟t find 

out until you pop the cork. Supermarkets own brands are good choice 

because their buying power ensures a competitive price and their 

experts will select a blend that they know will appeal to the 

mainstream customer. 

 

 If you don‟t like the taste of champagne and would prefer something 

much sweeter then Asti Spumante may appeal and if your making 

large quantities of bucks fizz or other cocktails then inexpensive 

alternatives such as Cava (Spain) and Prosecco (Italy) will be fine. 

 

What ever you decide, go mad and pop a few corks this Christmas 

and New Year. 
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Calendar of Forthcoming Events 
 

December 2010 
 

Sunday 5
th

   

Christingle Service 4.00 pm St Mary’s Church 

   

Thursday 9th   

Lights to Remember 7.30 pm St Mary‟s Hitchin 
   

Saturday 11th   

Christmas Fair 10.00 am – 1.00 pm Robert Bloomfield Middle 
School, Shefford 

   

Sunday 12th   

Santa’s Sleigh tours Meppershall Afternoon and Evening 

   

Tuesday 14
th

    

Baby & Toddler Xmas party 1.45 pm Village Hall 

   

   

Saturday 18
th

   

Meppershall Christmas Party 7.30 pm – 12.00 pm Village Hall 

   

Sunday 19th   

Nine Lessons and Carols 6.00  pm St Mary’s Church 

   

Friday 24
th

 (Christmas Eve)   

Phinesta Taylor Music  Special  The Sugar Loaf 

   

Friday 31
st 

(New Year’s Eve)   

Mandy - vocalist  The Sugar Loaf 

 

January 2011 
 

   

Saturday 29th   

Friends of St Mary’s Quiz Night 7.30 pm Village Hall 
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FROM OUR YOUTH EDITOR 

 

Santa has lost his sleigh! can you help him find it? 
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Jokes for Christmas! 
Q: Who gives presents and bites people? 
A: Santa Jaws! 
 
 
Q: Who hides in a bakery at Christmas? 
A: Mince spies! 
 

   

 

Colour in Santa!!! 
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Meppershall  Village  Hall  News 
 

 

Firstly, a big “thank you” to everyone involved with the organisation 

and running of this year‟s Bonfire and Firework Display.  Without 

the efforts of a handful of volunteers, many of whom kindly give up 

their time every year, the event would not have been able to take 

place.   

 

As a result of everybody‟s hard work, the evening of the display was 

a great success and enjoyed by everyone.  There was an impressive 

turn out of spectators who were treated to a wonderful display of 

fireworks, not to mention the very tasty homemade soup kindly 

provided by Steve Wolfe-Brown!  Thank you to everyone for 

supporting the event, which raised just enough money to cover the 

cost of the evening!  Fireworks are expensive to buy and, of course, 

there is the clearing up of the bonfire afterwards! 

 

Remedial/repair work to the Village Hall is progressing well.  We 

now have a new boiler and the entire heating system has been 

overhauled and flushed out!  The entrance hall has been decorated 

and two doors have been replaced.  The “coffin” on the car park has 

been cemented in so that stones can no longer be kicked around!  A 

special “thank you” to the neighbours who witnessed a certain group 

of young individuals “making their mark” in the wet cement, and 

kindly smoothed their “art work” out before the cement dried!  

Unbelievable!   

 

Work is in hand to repair the roof and in the New Year the hall itself 

will be decorated and a new kitchen installed.  All this work would 

not have been possible without the hard work of the Committee and 

also to everyone who has supported the various fund raising events.  

Thank you. 

 

Remember, it’s your village.  It’s your Village Hall! 
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ALL OUR YESTERDAYS 
MEPPERSHALL VILLAGE ARCHIVE 

 

A NEW JOINT VENTURE BETWEEN THE 

MEPPERSHALL MESSENGER AND THE 

MEPPERSHALL VILLAGE WEBSITE 

 
Do you have photographs of our village, past residents, people 

connected with the village, places or businesses (old or new) that you 

would like to share with the whole village and beyond and preserve 

forever in an online village archive? 

 

In conjunction with the village website, managed by David Foskett 

and supported by the Parish Council as a service to the village and its 

organisations, the Meppershall Messenger plans to offer a service of 

scanning pictures that are not already in electronic format.  An 

electronic copy of pictures submitted will be placed on the village 

archive website.  Scanned pictures will be returned to whoever lends 

them to us and will, where requested, be accompanied by a CD copy 

of the pictures as well.  It will be a way of having your precious 

snaps preserved as well as sharing them. 

 

As it happens, David Foskett is in the process of revamping the 

village website, and he was very amenable when we suggested 

adding to it an archive section that would hold pictures relating to the 

village, and possibly some documents too, all stored electronically so 

that they are safe from the ravages of time, and available to anyone 

who cares to log on.  The archive on the website will be organised on 

a data base with categories and subdivisions, such as People; 

Buildings (e.g. Church, School, Pub etc); Events (e.g. Fete, 

Fireworks etc); Families; Decades; Businesses (e.g. Farming, Retail, 

Manufacturing etc.)  These will be designed to help serious 

researchers to follow particular themes, but anyone will be able to 
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look through thumbnails of the pictures to see what is there and 

select ones that interest them. 
We at The Meppershall Messenger already hold a number of pictures 

that readers have sent in, either for the cover competition or for the 

anniversary souvenir and we would love to add to this collection for 

posterity.   We propose to put as many pictures into the archive as we 

can, unless we judge that for any reason they are not suitable: the 

Editor of The Meppershall Messenger will have the final say on what 

goes into the archive. 

 

So get in touch with the Editor or anyone on the Meppershall 

Messenger Committee who will be happy to discuss collecting your 

photographs for archiving.  Alternatively, if your pictures are already 

digital, then please send them to The Editor, who will act as a 

collecting point for sending them to the archive. 

Each issue of The Meppershall Messenger carries the village website 

address on its front cover, so if you have never done so before, take a 

look now at the mine of information available. 

 

_____________________________________________________ 

 
Significant Birthdays 

 
Harry Ford will 86 on 9

th
 December 

Eric Bygraves will be 91 on 17
th

 December 

Joyce Smith will be 82 on 27
th

 December 

Maurice Horwood will be 80 on 4
th

 January 

Phyl Kidger will be 93 on 16
th

 January 
 

 

St Mary‟s Parish Register entries - November 2010 

Confirmation: Megan and Niamh Maxwell were confirmed by 
Richard the Bishop of Bedford on November 23rd at All Saints, 
Shillington. 
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This is a Ringmaster message from Bedfordshire Police. 

An attempted burglary took place in Rectory Road, between the evening of the 

26th and the evening of the 28th of October.  The offender tried to force open the 

front door. The door handle was broken, but no entry was gained.  Crime reference, 

J,D,/,4,4,9,8,0/2010 

 

A garage burglary took place in Coneygate, overnight on the 26
th

/ 27
th

 of October.  

The offender entered the garage, through a door that had been left unlocked.  A 

power washer and a vacuum cleaner were taken.  Crime reference, 

J,D,/,4,4,8,1,0,/2010 

 

A garage burglary took place in Shillington Road, Meppershall between 7:00 p.m. 

on the 29th, and 7:30 a.m. on the 30th of October.  The offender leaned over the 

side gate to open the slide bolt.  A security light was damaged, and the garage door 

forced open.  A garden mower, a leaf blower and a rotivator were taken.  Crime 

reference, J,D,/,4,5,2,2,1/2010. 

 

The registration plates were taken from a vehicle in Crackle Hill Road, between 

4:00 p.m. on the 29th, and 11:00 a.m. on the 31st of October.  The vehicle was a 

Green, N registered, Rover.  No attempt was made to enter the vehicle.  Crime 

reference, J,D,/,4,5,4,0,4,/2010. 

 

A Garage Burglary took place in Fildyke Road, in Meppershall, between the 11th 

and the 16th of November.  The offender gained entry through a door that had been 

left unlocked.  Alcohol was taken. 

 

If you have any information about these crimes or other suspicious incidents, 

please call the Police Control Centre on (01234) 841212.  Bedfordshire Police ask 

local residents to be vigilant, and to report anything suspicious immediately. 

 

Thank you for your support. 
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We meet every Tuesday (in term time) at the Village Hall 
from 1.45-3.15 pm. Open to all parents and carers of children 
under 5.  The first session is free of charge so come along and 
meet us, you have nothing to lose!  More info contact Sam: 
07590 290078, or Jo 01462 713999 
 
 

 
Back by popular demand Santa will be coming to our Christmas party on 

Tuesday 14th December (date to be confirmed).   We will have our 

bouncy castle out and Christmas Crafts.  Please bring a present 

wrapped and labelled (to a maximum value of £5) and Santa will hand 

them out.  We will also play games and have party food so please come 

and join us.  There will be a raffle to raise funds for new toys.  We look 

forward to seeing you. 

 
Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year to all xxx 
 

Collating Dates for your diaries 

2011 2011 

Dec 2010 No  April 25  

January    31  May 31 Tuesday 

February 28   June 27  

March 28  July 25  

      

SANTA WILL BE AT 

OUR CHRISTMAS 

PARTY!!!!! 
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IT’S  PANTOMIME TIME! (Oh no it isn’t! OH YES IT IS!) 

 

NOW SHOWING 

“A CHRISTMAS CAROL” THE PANTOMIME 
 

 Scrooge is definitely Billy no mates with his penny pinching ways (he‟s 

taking the credit crunch a bit too far).  Can he be shown the error of his 

ways in just one night or his he beyond all hope?  The answer to these 

questions and many more will be revealed in “A Christmas Carol” The 

Pantomime   

HAVE YOU GOT YOUR TICKET? 
Tickets are on sale from Roger‟s Bakery priced as follows:  Sunday 

Matinees £5, Evenings £6, Last Night £8 (no concessions all performances)   

Performance dates are as follows Nov 28
th
, Dec 3

rd
, 4

th
, 5

th
, 9

th
, 10

th 
& 11

th
.  

Curtain up. Matinees 3pm. Evenings 7.45pm 

 
****HELP WANTED**** 

If you can help with selling programmes, raffle tickets or 
refreshments at one or more of the performances, please 

contact Beverley Aberdein on 850541 

 
The players will be taking their winter break after the pantomime and will be 

meeting again on Wednesday 5
th

 January at 7.30pm. If you‟ve always been 

interested in amateur dramatics but haven‟t got round to joining a group yet, why 

not make a New Year‟s resolution to come and meet The Players (we really are a 

friendly bunch). 

 

The players meet every Wednesday evening at 7.30pm at the Village Hall. 

Membership is very reasonable: Senior‟s £5 & Junior‟s £2 per year. We welcome 

anyone from the age of 9 years to 90+. To indulge in acting, singing, directing, 

choreographing, sound, lighting, set building, scenery painting, front of house, 

backstage, stage managing, make up, costumes, etc. 

If you are interested in any of the above we look forward to meeting you.                

 

Karen Mitchell     01462 816336 
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S t .  M a r y ’ s  V i l l a g e  C h o i r  

 

N O W  P R AC T I C I N G  F O R  
C H R I S T M AS .  

N O T  T O O  L A T E  T O  J O I N  U S .  
 
Tues. 30th Nov.  at Meppershall School 7.30 - 9pm 
Sun. 5th Dec.   Christingle St. Mary‟s 4pm 
Tues. 7th Dec.  Carols Rectory to Pub 6pm 
Fri. 10th Dec.  Carols @ Lavender House 5pm & 
                         Meppershall Nursing Home 6pm 
Tues. 14th Dec.  at Meppershall School 7.30 – 9pm 
Sat. 18th Dec.  at St. Mary‟s 6pm  
Sun. 19th Dec.  9 Lessons & Carols St. Mary‟s 6pm 
Fri. 24th Dec.  Midnight Mass St. Mary‟s 11.30pm 
 

YOUNG PEOPLE MAY JOIN US TOO. 
 
Tues. 30th  November at Meppershall School 7pm – 8pm 
Sun. 5th Dec.  Christingle St. Mary‟s 4pm 
Tues. 7th Dec.  Carols from Rectory to Pub 6pm 
Fri. 10th Dec.   Carols @ Lavender House 5pm & 
                        Meppershall Nursing Home 6pm 
Sun. 12th Dec. Family Service + JC Nativity 11.15am 
Tues. 14th Dec.  at Meppershall School 7pm – 8pm 
Sat. 18th Dec.  at St. Mary‟s 6pm 
Sun. 19th Dec.  9 Lessons & Carols St. Mary‟s 6pm 

 
INFO: Sandra Harper 01462 813334 
sandray.harper@yahoo.co.uk 
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The Treasurer’s Charity 
 

 
 

The RNLI has saved more than 139,000 lives since its foundation in 

1824. Through the years, there have been countless stories of courage 

against a background of technological developments and social change. 

The charity was founded, with royal patronage, 

as the National Institution for the 

Preservation of Life from Shipwreck after an 

appeal made by Sir William Hillary. Hillary lived 

in Douglas on the Isle of Man, and had 

witnessed the wrecking of dozens of ships 

from his home. 

The name was changed to the Royal National Lifeboat Institution in 

1854, and cork lifejackets were first issued to crew members in the 

same year. 

In 1891, the first RNLI street collection was held in Manchester. The 

20th century saw the RNLI continue to save lives through two world 

wars. The lifeboats moved from sail and oar power to petrol and diesel, 

and the first women joined their crews. 

Recent years have seen some major developments, with the 

introduction of RNLI lifeguards in 2001, and the first lifeboat station 

on an inland waterway, also in 2001. 

Bedfordshire has operated a number of RNLI fund-raising groups over 

the years.  Sadly, most have lost support to the point of closing up 

operation, but the Biggleswade fund-raising group still operates. 

 

The Royal National Lifeboat Institution is a charity registered in 

England and Wales (209603).  You can find out more at 

http://www.rnli.org.uk  

 

John Thompson 

http://www.rnli.org.uk/who_we_are/rnli_history/sirwilliamhillary
http://www.rnli.org.uk/
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THE MEPPERSHALL GARDEN CLUB 
 

 

 
 

 

Given that the evening was such a success, the MGC would be happy 

to hold further „themed‟ evening meetings during 2011 if there is 

enough interest.  If you are particularly interested in learning more 

about any particular indoor or outdoor gardening topic, then please 

let us know and we will try to arrange an evening meeting based 

upon this theme: 

 

Linda Parker    01462 815114 

Sarah Till    01462 817176 

Kim Lee Tyler    01462 811750 

 

If you would prefer to contact us by email then please send your 

email to the editor who will pass your message on to us. 
  

The first and highly successful evening 

meeting of the MGC was held in the 

village hall last month.  Kim, the 

MGC‟s very own floristry expert, 

treated us to a most entertaining and 

informative evening.  She showed us 

how to make a selection of seasonal 

floral displays and table decorations, 

taking us through from Halloween to 

Christmas.  At the end of the evening, 

all the displays were claimed by 

members of the audience as raffle 

prizes. 
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MMeeppppeerrsshhaallll  PPrree--sscchhooooll  PPoonnddeerriinnggss  
 

All of us wish the villagers a Merry Christmas and a Happy New 
Year. 
The children are getting ready for Christmas by creating their own 
cards and learning about Jesus. We are also eagerly awaiting a visit 
from Father Christmas!  
Next term our theme is „All About Me‟; we will be looking at 
ourselves, our bodies, our families and our community. 
 
Meppershall Pre-school is situated in the village hall. Children can 
attend from the age of 2 years 6 months. 
 
Session times (term time only):   
 Monday to Friday                   9.30 am – 12.00 pm 
 Monday to Friday Lunch club      12.00 pm – 12.30 pm 
 Monday, Wednesday and Friday 12.30 pm –   3.00 pm 
 
If you are interested and would like to arrange a visit please contact 
us on (01462) 817359 during session times or e-mail 
info@meppershall-ps.co.uk, alternatively you will find more 
information and our prospectus on our website www.meppershall-
ps.co.uk . 

_____________________________________________ 
ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI 

CATHOLIC CHURCH 

HIGH STREET SHEFFORD 
 

SATURDAY MASS  6pm RAF HENLOW 
SUNDAY MASSES  9am & 5.15pm AT SHEFFORD 

 
For weekday services and confessions please see notices in the church or 

telephone:Parish Priest Canon Noonan on 813436 or Parish Secretary Rose 

Boulton on 811547 or email rosedene@talktalk.net 

http://www.meppershall-ps.co.uk/
http://www.meppershall-ps.co.uk/
mailto:rosedene@talktalk.net
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THE FRIENDS OF ST. MARY’S 

PRESENT 
 

QUIZ NIGHT 
Meppershall Village Hall 

 

 

SATURDAY, 31
st
 January 2011 

 

7pm for 7.30pm: Bar 7pm 

 

Prizes and Raffle 

 

TABLES of 6, @ £5 Per Person. 

contact 

Trevor Thorley 01462 813357 

or committee members 
 

 

 

Enjoy this unique experience of friendly rivalry, 

DO COME ALONG AND JOIN IN THE FUN! 
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Meppershall 

Christmas Party  
Saturday 18th December 
Meppershall Village Hall 7.30-12.00 
 
*Do you fancy coming to a great Xmas disco and buffet; 
without the worry of transport and expense? 
*A group of parents who go out each Xmas, but are 
disappointed with poor food, music, venue etc…….. have 
grouped together to arrange a party – here in 
Meppershall! 
*Tickets can be purchased for just £10 – any profits made 
will be donated to The Village Hall, Meppershall Pre-
School, Lower School and The Baby and Toddler Group. 
*We ask for each person to bring a selected dish to make-
up a delicious Xmas buffet. 
*The bar will be open for refreshments. 
*A chance to party, save money and support your 
village!  
*Tickets to be purchased before the evening – Adults 
only please. 
*If you would like to join us or find out more contact 
Jaqui Derrick 812 181 (jaquiderrick@hotmail.co.uk) or  
Viv Thorne 850 821 (viv@thorned.freeserve.co.uk)                                                                                                                                                                                              
 

 

mailto:jaquiderrick@hotmail.co.uk
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COVERS BY REQUEST 
 
It is wonderful to have a stock of pictures to draw on for our cover 
each month, and that stock could be even wider once our Village 
Archive starts to fill up – see page 28. 
 
This month‟s cover uses a picture very kindly supplied by Thelma 
Purchase at the time of our souvenir issue.  For those of you who 
did not know her, Thelma was post-mistress from 1986 to 1996, and 
I understand that this Father Christmas grotto was in the post office 
itself.  Thelma did not give me a date for the picture: can anyone 
please suggest a year?  And put names to the two young 
gentlemen?  And would I be right in guessing that Father Christmas 
was aka David Purchase?   

If you would like to see a specific picture on our cover, please get in 

touch in time for us to arrange with one of our in-house “paparazzi” 

to do the business.    Ed. 

CHRISTMAS & NEW YEAR SPECIALS 
AT 

THE SUGAR LOAF 
 

ON CHRISTMAS EVE 

PHINESTA TAYLOR 
FANTASTIC ENTERTAINER WITH A MIXTURE OF 

MUSIC FROM 1960S TO THE PRESENT 
 

ON NEW YEARS EVE 

MANDY 

BRILLIANT VOCALIST WITH A GOOD SELECTION OF 

MUSIC 
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ST MARY THE VIRGIN 

MEPPERSHALL PARISH CHURCH (CHURCH OF ENGLAND) 
Church Rd, off Campton Rd 

 

Rector: (Meppershall & Shefford) Rev John Harper, The Rectory, 
Church Rd, Meppershall revjohnharper@talktalk.net 
01462 813334 (usual day off – Monday) 
Lay Reader: Pam Halliwell (usual day off – Friday) 01462 817069 
Churchwardens: Brian Bellamy 01462 815944 (Pastoral Assistant); 
Brenda Wright 01462 816446 

Services for December and January 
Date  Time Service 
Sunday 5

th  
Advent 2 

11.15am Parish Communion and Junior 

Church  

Tuesday 7
th

  Early 

evening 

The Choir will be carol singing in 

the village. 

Sunday 12
th

 

Advent 3 

8.30 am 

11.15am 

Holy Communion 

Family Service with Junior Church 

“Nativity” 

Father Christmas float around village – Sun Dec 12 

 
Included in St Mary’s Christmas insert with this Messenger you will find an 
opportunity to write, draw or decorate ‘My Christmas Wish’ (could also be a 
prayer request). If you would like to use this, please have it ready to hand in 
when the Christmas Float calls at your home. They will be displayed in St 
Mary’s over Christmas from Saturday Dec 18th. Also between 2.30 and 5p.m. 
that afternoon you are invited to drop in to Church, find your ‘Wish’, and if 
you would like to, light a candle.  
The Float will start from the Church this year at about 4.30p.m. and finish in 
Shefford Rd. Volunteers to help Santa on his rounds are welcome either at the 
start or to join us midway. For details please ring 813758 

mailto:revjohnharper@talktalk.net
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Sunday 19
th

 

Advent 4 

8.30 am 

6.00 pm 

Holy Communion 

Service of Nine lessons and Carols, 

with Choir 

Friday 24
th

 

Christmas Eve 

11.30 pm Midnight Mass, with the Bishop of 

Bedford and Choir. 

Saturday 25
th

 

Christmas Day 

11.15 am Family Communion. (Children 

may bring a favourite toy to show) 

Sunday 26
th

 

Boxing Day  

8.30 am (St. Stephen) Holy Communion 

Sunday Jan 2
nd

  

2011 

11.15am Parish Communion and Junior 

Church in Rectory 

Sunday 9
th

 

Epiphany 1 

8.30 am Holy Communion 

Sunday 16
th

 

Epiphany 2 

8.30 am 

11.00 am 

Holy Communion 

Family Service 

Sunday 23
rd

 

Epiphany 3 

11.00 am Family Communion & Junior 

Church 

Sunday 30
th

 

Epiphany 4 

11.00 am United Benefice Communion 

followed by lunch – all welcome. 

Weekday Services:  

Wednesdays: 10a.m. Holy Communion (B.C.P.) 
Fridays: 7.30p.m. Compline (Evening Prayer) 
Saturdays 9.30a.m. Morning Prayer 
 

Revised Pattern of Sunday Services 
  As from January, a new schedule of monthly services will be getting 

underway, as a result of recent discussions between representatives of St 

Michael‟s and St Mary‟s, and as confirmed by the Church Councils. 

  The key considerations that played a part in this revision were: 

1- A celebration of Holy Communion should continue to be held in both 

churches every Sunday.  
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2-The Rector should have more opportunity to engage with the 

congregations at the end of services, and that there should be no more than 

3 services held at the two churches on a normal Sunday.  

3 – The times of main services should be made easier to remember, and 

also be adjusted in order to be made more accessible as far as practicable.   

Alteration to the pattern of services is invariably a sensitive issue.  What is 

helpful to some is less pleasing to others.  But I do hope that, given the 

considerable thought and discussion that has  been given to this step, 

particularly in the light of Patsy‟s move to a new post, the revised schedule 

will be both  acceptable to the present congregations and also attractive to 

those whom  we hope to welcome in the future.  

 

Please also bear in mind that we have a sister Church, and you will always 

be welcome at St Michael‟s just as much as at St Mary‟s. Lifts will always 

be gladly arranged - do just ask -813334. Christian worship, when all is 

said and done, is doing what is pleasing to God before it is about pleasing 

ourselves. It expresses how much He is worth to us, and no season 

highlights this more truly than Christmas.  And if this revision means 

making adjustments that might feel a little uncomfortable, that is the 

costliness that makes real the seriousness of what we offer to Him.  You 

may like to retain the diagram for future reference.  

 

 St Mary The Virgin 

Meppershall 
St Michael’s 

Shefford 

1
st
 

Sunday 

11 am Parish 

Communion & JC 

8.30 am Holy Communion 

10. am Family Service 

2
nd

 

Sunday 

8.30am Holy 

Communion 

10 am Family Communion 

with Messengers 

“2
nd

 Sunday @6”-informal 

service 

3
rd

 

Sunday 

8.30am Holy 

Communion 11am 

Family (all age) service 

10 am Family Communion 

with Messengers 

4
th

 

Sunday 

11am Family 

Communion and JC 

8.30 am Holy Communion 

10am.Morning Praise 

5
th

 

Sunday 

Benefice Communion alternating between St Mary‟s at 

11am (lunch after) and St Michael‟s at 10.am (breakfast 
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before) 
This Advent (Nov 28 – Dec 24) we are offered a lovely opportunity to 

receive a daily bible verse by e-mail or text, and to take time to stop, reflect 

and pray. The verses lead from creation to Jesus‟ birth, and, in similar style 

to this year‟s Diocesan Lent initiative, encourage reflection about our 

relationship with God, with one another and with the world.  It‟s called 

„Me, You, the World and God‟. So, if you‟re on line, do register with 

www.livinggodslove.org. and if not, don‟t worry;   weekly sheets will be 

available to collect from church.  

 Leading on from this Bishop Alan is encouraging parishes to engage with 

a journey of faith in 2011 – „Living God‟s Love‟. It will have a three fold 

focus:  going deeper into God; transforming communities; making new 

disciples.  Please look out for more about this way of building on so much 

that has been positive in the work of the Church locally in recent years.  

 
The Rev’d Patsy Critchley will by now be established in her second 

curacy, in the Benefice of Langford and Henlow.  At last month‟s united 

service Patsy was presented with an embroidered stole, book tokens and 

flowers as tokens of our appreciation for all that she has contributed to the 

life of these parishes.  

She has since written to convey her thanks and to say “My three years with 

you has been a truly enjoyable experience. I wish you God‟s peace, joy and 

strength in the future”.  We trust that her new post will prove at least as 

enjoyable, and that from time to time we will still have the occasional 

opportunity of benefiting from her ministry.   

Shefford Deanery - a new beginning. 

Given the final legal dotting of „i‟s and crossing of „t‟s a new Deanery 

incorporating the present deaneries of Ampthill and Shefford will become a 

reality in January.  Plans are now in place for the Inaugural Service on 

Sunday January 9
th
, 3p.m. at Maulden Parish Church, when the Archdeacon 

of Bedford will be the preacher and to which all are warmly invited. 

Refreshments will be served afterwards. The Rev‟d Michael Bradley, Rural 

Dean of Ampthill Deanery, and I will serve as joint Rural Deans of the new 

Deanery. 

 

http://www.livinggodslove.org/
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The Week of Prayer for Christian Unity will be marked at the four 

Shefford Churches from 18 – 25 January, with short daily devotions at 

midday in each Church.  

This year‟s theme is „All things in common‟. For details please ring  

813334 

 

United Service of Prayer for Healing and Wholeness – Tues Jan 25, 

7.30p.m. at Shefford Baptist Church 

 

With every good wish for a very happy and blessed Christmas 

Rector John 

-oOo- 

Junior Church (JC) 
As I am writing this, Christmas is approaching fast. We are in the middle of 

planning our JC children‟s very own take on the Nativity play. Without 

giving too much away, all the children and teenagers will be writing and 

designing their impression of what happened on that very first Christmas 

from a special angle. Currently the leaders have no idea how it will turn 

out, apart from the fact that it will be amazing. We have found that when 

we leave it to our children and teenagers the most breathtakingly creative 

works of art and writing are produced. We can‟t wait to see their Nativity 

performed at the Family Service on December 12
th
, at 11.15a.m. 

Since Christmas marks the end of our calendar year, this is the time to 

convey thanks to all the children and also to their parents who have 

brought, collected and helped (thinking especially of one very special mini 

beast hunt in September). Without you there would be no JC. THANK 

YOU! We hope you enjoyed it as much as we did. For those who have not 

yet come along: there will be plenty of time in the new year with lots of fun 

and excitement ahead.  As always we aim to keep JC different from what 

one expects of a traditional Sunday school. We‟re pleased to see you come 

along and join in whenever you can. JC leaders are happy to answer your 

questions at any time should you wish to give us a call. Gill (Marshall 

Davies) and I are up at school with the school runs most days. 

In closing, we want to wish you all a happy, peaceful and blessed 2011. 

 

Alex ( Sinfield) on behalf of our brilliant JC leaders team  
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CHOCOLATE RUM TRUFFLES               DECEMBER 2010 
 

INGREDIENTS 

 

100g (4oz) plain chocolate 

50g (2oz) butter 

15ml (tbsp) rum 

25g (1oz) ground almonds 

25g (1oz) stale cake crumbs 

225g (8oz) icing sugar  

Sifted drinking chocolate powder 

 

 

METHOD                                                 MAKES 36 SWEETS 

 

1) Break up chocolate and put, with butter, into a basin standing 

over a saucepan of hot water. 

2) Leave until both have melted, stirring occasionally. 

3) Add rum and mix well. 

4) Work in remaining ingredients (except drinking chocolate). 

5) Transfer mixture to a dish .Chill until firm, about 11/2 hours. 

6) Roll equal amounts of mixture into 36 balls. 

7) Coat in drinking chocolate powder. 

8) Transfer to small paper cases. 

9) Alternatively omit rum and use a few drops of rum essence. 
 
Recipes are kindly supplied each month by Brenda Putwain 
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GARDEN TIPS FOR JANUARY 
With acknowledgements to the RHS 
 

 Make sure that birds have food and water. 

 Keep on top of winter-germinating weeds. 

 Clear the crowns of plants of dead leaves. 

 Continue with winter digging as soil conditions allow.  Cover ground to keep 

out the wet. 

 Order seeds and summer-flowering bulbs. 

 Check newly planted trees and shrubs and re-firm if lifted by frost. 

 Brush snow off heavily laden trees, shrubs and hedges before the weight breaks 

branches. 

 Check supports of trees and shrubs. 

 Protect plants vulnerable to wind and cold. 

 Plant deciduous hedging. 

 Prune trees and shrubs to shape. 

 Prune wisteria and other vigorous climbers. 

 Take hardwood cuttings of trees and shrubs. 

 Take root cuttings from perennials. 

 Check forced bulbs for growth. 

 Sow sweet peas under cover. 

 Aerate lawns to improve drainage. 

 Continue planting and winter pruning of fruit. 

 Keep a small area of ponds free from ice. 

 Sow early vegetable crops under cover. 

 Chit early potatoes. 

 Protect fruit trees from bird damage. 

 Force rhubarb. 

 Sow some summer bedding under cover. 
 

LAST CHANCE 
 Prune grape vines before the sap starts rising. 

 Protect container plants from freezing spells and insulate outside taps. 

 

GET AHEAD 
 Warm up some soil with cloches for early sowing outdoors 

 Clean pots and seed trays for spring sowing. 

 Send the lawnmower off for servicing. 
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A very HAPPY BIRTHDAY to those of you 

celebrating birthdays in December … 

 

Ellie Roberts who will be 12 on the 1st 

Liberty Sheppard who will be 5 on the 4th 

Lee Britton who will be 8 on the 7th 

Megan Myers who will be 7 on the 9th 

Hugo Norris who will be 8 on the 12th 

Eliza Norris who will be 13 on the 15th 

Elise Simpkins who will be 8 on the 20th 

Adam Parrish who will be 15 on the 20th 

Thomas Manning who will be 2 on the 21st 

Benjamin Jarvis who will be 10 on the 24th 

Finlay Caddick who will be 3 on the 28th 

Rose Jones who will be 2 on the 29th 

 

…and those celebrating in January 

Louis Bradshaw who will be 11 on the 4th 

Harry Rose who will be 8 on the 5th 

Ella Clark who will be 5 on the 9th 

Olivia Mardell who will be 8 on the 12th 

Scott Bray who will be 15 on the 9th 

Ewan Cooper who will be 13 on the 10th 

Sam German who will be 7 on the 12th 

Georgia Rose who will be 12 on the 12th 

Rachel Holmes who will be 13 on the 12th 

Matthew Bull who will be 14 on the 12th 
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Georgia Edwards who will be 14 on the 12th 

Ryan Bray who will be 14 on the 18th 

Luke Britton who will be 13 on the 20th 

James Frost who will be 14 on the 21st 

Jonny Ward who will be 10 on the 25th 

Joshua Savory who will be 15 on the 25th 

Emily Frost who will be 10 on the 28th 

 

If you are under 16 and would like your name added to the birthday 

page, please call Louise Hutson on 814148  

 or email at louhuts@btconnect.com 

THE MEPPERSHALL MESSENGER 
 
CONTRIBUTIONS 
 
The editor welcomes contributions to the Messenger, whether as letters, articles or notices.  
Contributions should preferably be as attachments to e-mail but hand written contributions 
may be sent by post, left at the Editor‟s address below or in the folder kept at the Village 
Stores.  Contributions should run to not more than one A5 page (except by prior arrangement) 
and should be received by the Editor not later than the 12

th
 of the month for publication at the 

end of that month.   Contributions received after the deadline may be held over. 
 
DISCLAIMER 
The Editor reserves the right to omit or alter any advertisement or article and to change the 
content, format or issue date of the magazine without prior notice.  The Editor cannot be held 
responsible for the factual correctness of, or for any libellous comment or statement made in 
any advertisement, article or other contribution published in this magazine.  Every effort will be 
made to avoid any deliberate attempt to mislead or otherwise cause harm or damage to any 
person or persons by any advertisement, article or any other contribution published in this 
magazine. 
 
THE TEAM 

Editor Dick Bulley 116  Shefford Road 815114 
E-mail: richard.bulley@btinternet.com 

Youth Editor Brigid Holmes   
Advertising 
Manager 

Christine Elbourne 5  St. Mary‟s Place 817409 

Email: mail@elbourne.co.uk 
Distribution 
Manager 

Colette House 90  Fildyke Road 815585 

Email: colettehouse@gmail.com 
Treasurer John Thompson 16  Brookmead 812983 

Email: jthompson244@btinternet.com 

mailto:richard.bulley@btinternet.com
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