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EDITORIAL 
 
To start with, a brief mention of our own AGM, which took place on 13

th
 

April.  The front bar in The Sugar Loaf was well filled, which is very 

encouraging for the Committee.  Equally encouraging was the Treasurer‟s 

Report, which showed a healthy position, with advertising revenue up.  The 

Advertising Manager paid tribute to the many advertisers who have 

faithfully supported us year after year.  Those that are new this year are 

equally welcome.  The Distribution Manager thanked her team and I 

thanked everybody, especially my Committee!  I said that it was my 

ambition to make the Messenger even more central to the life of the village, 

and the medium of choice for anyone with a message for people in 

Meppershall. 

 

I seem to do a lot of thanking in my Editorials too, but that will not stop me 

from thanking our Parish Councillors as they come to the end of their stint.  

Whether or not you agree with their decisions, the point is that they have 

been willing to stand, to put their heads above the parapet and give their 

time without financial reward.  Of the 10 retiring Councillors, 7 have 

agreed to be nominated again and they will be joined by one new volunteer, 

Martin Morris (well done that man!).  That means that there are fewer 

nominees than there are places, so all the nominees are elected 

automatically and the new Council will be looking to co-opt 2 additional 

members. 

 

One solid achievement of the outgoing Council is the agreement on a 

surfaced footpath down Shefford Hill.  It is very encouraging to read in 

Peter Chapman‟s Report that work on a solid path will start this August, 

after the harvest.  Thank you to all who have made this possible, including 

Polehanger Farm.  I look forward to progress on the other links that will 

eventually make up a safe pedestrian route into Shefford. 

 

 

                                       Dick Bulley 
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LETTERS 

Letter from Jo Sheppard 

74, High Street 

1
st
 March 

Dear Editor, 

I have just finished reading the March issue, cover to cover, with great 

interest.  My family moved here three years ago and the Messenger has 

always kept us well informed, so that we feel like a part of the Village and 

welcomed straight away. 

After three years, my family and I would like to thank all of you in the 

village for your help, welcome and support.  Our children have had the 

privilege of going to a wonderful school and meeting many new friends.  

The Church has been such an inspiration and help to us and we would like 

to thank all of St Mary‟s for their support and understanding; with such a 

large family, being disabled is hard going but the helpfulness of those in the 

village is a great comfort. 

A special thanks goes to Brian who always seems to know when I‟m 

feeling low, and he will knock on my window with a kind word, while 

every now and then I will find a gift from the allotment.  All the girls/ladies 

who have supported me by coming to my flower workshops in rain, cold 

and shine – I really appreciate your support and even on those days when I 

am in so much pain, you girls will always bring a laugh or two.  It is nearly 

time to start again so I shall look forward to seeing you all soon. 

Now that the weather will (hopefully) be a little brighter, I look forward to 

getting out a bit more, and I have a new scooter (mobility, that is!) to whizz 

around the village (not too fast). 

So thank you all again for your continued support and understanding. 

My final point is an awareness campaign: if I can help just one person to 

avoid getting what I have, it would help my condition to make more sense.  

If you have never heard of Cauda Equina Syndrome, it is a spinal injury 

that starts with back leg pain.  Please look up the red flag symptoms on 

Google or e-mail me on Joannesheppard@ymail.com.  with any questions, 

and I will be more than happy to help. 

 

Kindest regards,    Jo. 
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Letter from Jacqui Derrick 

 

The Meppershall Lower School PTA held a “Beat the Teachers” quiz 

on Saturday 2
nd

 April.  The evening was a complete sell out and it 

was great to see lots of new faces as well as the usual suspects.  

Thank you to “Mellow Yellow” (staff) for participating, and we hope 

you will take-up the challenge again next time!  Eugene O‟Sullivan 

set the questions for the 7 rounds and hosted the evening with his 

lovely daughter.  The winners who took the prestigious trophy and 

medals were the Hart family and friends.  Apart from being an 

excellent evening, with enjoyable food, drinks and great company, 

the PTA raised a staggering £850!!  We would like to thank all those 

who supported the evening for making it such a success, and hope to 

have another quiz (if we have not scared Eugene too much) later in 

the year. 

Jaqui Derrick  

(Meppershall Lower School Association secretary)  

 
Letter from Linda Parker 
 
Dear Editor, 
 
I have just saved £35 on my water bill, and I wonder if your readers 
are aware of this opportunity?  If the rainwater from your roofs drains 
into soak-aways rather than into the sewers, you do not have to pay 
sewerage charges on it.  As Anglian Water normally charge 
sewerage on 90% of the water used, it can cost more than the water 
itself.  £35 is their standard discount where the rainwater does not 
go into the sewers, and to get it I only had to complete a form, which 
can be done on line.  Details and a phone number are on the back 
of your water bill. 
 
I am now going to investigate saving sewerage on the mains water 
that I use on my garden! 

Linda Parker. 
Shefford Road  
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Meppershall Bakery Bees by Roger 
 

We have 5 hives, 3 strong and 2 not so. My weekly inspection on 10
th
 April 

went well. I added 3 supers on the strong hives and cleaned up another 4 

hives ready for the swarming season, which is this month. The 2 small 

colonies, I think, will have to be re-queened if they do not pickup in the 

next 2 weeks. I will keep my eye on them.  If I do have to re-queen, I could 

buy them from the bee supplier where they will be mated and laying  rather 

than waiting 3 weeks before my own queens are ready.  

On checking this year‟s prices, I will wait until my queens are ready! May 

is a very busy month for the beekeeper and the bees, but there is not much 

oil seed rape around this year.  Good for hay fever sufferers but not for the 

beekeeper.  Love it or hate it, oilseed rape is a good honey crop. It is in 

flower for quite a short period of time and bees want food for the whole 

season.  Although most places will support 4 or 5 colonies, many 

beekeepers „chase‟ specific crops so that they may move their hives onto 

oilseed rape, followed by field beans then perhaps borage, with heather 

giving the final crop. But if you are a static beekeeper, perhaps with hives 

in your back garden, you are dependant upon what is around you. Where 

there are many gardens nearby there will be fruit trees, spring bulbs, 

ornamental trees like various cherries and crab apples, the list is endless. 

The queen reaches her peak laying rate this month producing up to about 

2000 eggs per day for a week or two. This means that the combs in the 

brood chamber will be bursting with eggs, larvae and pupae. 

It is worth remembering that a strong colony needs to collect around 120kg 

of nectar and 20 kg of pollen per year (more than 2cwt and 40lbs in old 

money) just to support it‟s own needs, never mind the greedy human who 

owns it.  Compare these quantities with the amount that the individual bee 

usually transports (40 mg of nectar and 15 mg of pollen per load) and you 

will understand why good sources of both commodities are so vital to the 

survival of a colony.  (and why they are called “worker bees”! – Ed) 

 

Honey available at Rogers Bakery- see you there. 

 
 
 
 



 6 

Meppershall Parish Council Report 
 
This report is for the latest meeting of the Parish Council which was held at 

Meppershall Village Hall on Monday 11th April 2011. 

 

As there are elections to the Central Beds Council, from March 25th 

Councillors who are up for re-election have restrictions on what they can 

do.  Therefore no real major issue will be decided by the Council before 

May 5th. 

 

Planning & Housing (spokesman Cllr. Peter Chapman) 

Recent Applications:-  

Change of use of the Methodist Chapel to a single dwelling – approved. 

Double and single rear extension to 55 High Street – approved. 

New chalet Bungalow in the garden to the rear of 47 Hoo Road – pending 

New Application:- 

Single rear extension to 18 High Street – no objections.  

The inspecting officer has reported on Central Beds Local Development 

Framework (LDF) document and has concluded that the possible 

development behind the Village Hall could continue forward.  (CBC Cllr 

Tony Brown confirmed that the CBC Executive had approved the LDF.) 

 

Finance  

The date by which the Council‟s 2010/2011 accounts have to be at the 

Auditors has been set for 8th July 2011. 

 

Highways & Lighting (spokesman Cllr. Roger Bryant) 

Cllr Bryant reported that no decision had been reached on what to do about 

the poor resurfacing of Chapel Road - no change from last month.  

Although a bit late for this winter, 4 new salt bins are to be placed around 

the village – no change from last month but delivery is imminent.  

Shefford Hill Footpath – funding is in place to complete the improvements 

to the existing permissive path and the work will be undertaken at the end 

of August after harvesting. Planning and seeking finance for the rest of the 

path is in progress. 

The warranty on the two vehicle-activated signs in the village expires next 

year when the annual maintenance costs become the Parish Council‟s 

responsibility. 
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The buddleia on the corner of High Street and Gregory Close has been 

removed and the area turfed. 

 

Environment & Leisure (spokesman Cllr. Paul Merryweather) 

The storage container for the allotment area has been delivered to the rear 

of the Village Hall; plans to move it to its final position are in hand – no 

change from last month. 

 

Just before the two new metal picnic table and benches were ordered 

another supplier was found who was a good deal cheaper than the bespoke 

ones initially agreed. The Council agreed to proceed with the cheaper 

version. Location of the table and seats will still be one on Fosters Field 

and the other is going to Old Road Meadow. 

 

Local Elections 

My request in the Messenger for new Councillors on the Council resulted 

in one new person standing but unfortunately two existing Councillors 

indicated that they were not standing again and the co-opted member stood 

down thinking that there was someone else interested.  The result is that 

only eight people were nominated.  The new Council will be looking to co-

opt two Parishioners in the near future. 

 

And Finally 

As it is the last meeting of the old Council I would like to thank to all the 

Councillors who have contributed to and supported the working of the 

Council; the Clerk without whom we would be in the mire and our two 

Central Beds Councillors who have supported us well.  I would also like to 

thank the Parishioners who regularly turn out, sometimes in bad weather, to 

listen to the lowest level of our democratic system at work. It does show 

that there is a reason for doing the job.  

 

Peter Chapman - Chairman of Meppershall Parish Council  
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YOUR SHOUT      with Trevor Thorley 
 

LITTER-LITTER-LITTER -  An eyesore that is visible to all, but 

which most people, sadly, are reluctant to do anything about. 

At a service in St. Mary‟s Church on Sunday March 20, Lay Reader 

Pam Halliwell devoted the whole of her sermon to the subject of 

„Litter‟.  Pam follows this up with a statement as follows: 

“The all-age congregation at St. Mary‟s has been engaging with the 

Bishop of St. Albans‟ initiative „Living God‟s Love‟.  As part of this 

initiative, people will gather outside the Village Hall at 9.40am on 

Saturday, June 11 for a litter clean up and they are requested to each 

take along two plastic bags; gloves will be provided.  Squash and 

biscuits will be provided at approximately 11.30am.” 

 

This is not something which should be left to the people of St. 

Mary‟s Church; this is a problem for everyone in the village and you 

too can come along.  

 

It is a question of pride.  I was speaking only recently to a long time 

friend of mine from National Service days who lives in Swillington, 

West Yorkshire. Their village has entered the West Yorkshire 

Village of the Year competition, which they enter every year, and my 

friend was going out that day to tidy up outside his own home and 

road by picking up litter.  

 

We too could start with our own frontages, and also participate in 

Pam Halliwell‟s campaign by joining her and others outside the 

Village Hall on June 11.  The Gardening Club do a fantastic job with 

the planting of flowers and the back aching work of digging, 

weeding and pruning as they do their part in beautifying the village.  

We have the Summer Fair on 25
th

 June; let‟s all join together and 

make Meppershall beautiful for that occasion and beyond! 
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Pam goes on to say that at the same service, a few people offered to 

visit the elderly and lonely once a month. Some people are already 

being visited, but one person can only do a limited amount and 

numbers have been rising. There has already been one referral but if 

anyone knows of people who would welcome a visit, please contact 

Pam Halliwell on o1462 817069. 

 

PLEASE make a note in your diaries and COME to the 

VILLAGE HALL on Saturday. June 11 at 9.40 am and do 

YOUR part.  

 

Remember it’s Your Shout.  
Contact me at trevor.thorley1@btinternet.com or 01462 813357 

 

 

 

 

 

St Mary's Church Meppershall teatowels and mugs for sale! 

 
Did you know that you can easily buy mugs and tea towels commemorating 

our beautiful church of St Mary's at the Village Stores? Please have a look! 

The quality Linen Union teatowels also show other important village 

institutions (village hall and the school, to name a couple) drawn by a local 

artist.  Both mugs and teatowels have the attractive traditional blue colour 

of St Mary.  

 

Prices are as follows: 

Linen Union  St Mary‟s Tea Towels: 1 for £4.50, 2 for £8.00, 3 for £12.00, 

4 for £15.00.  St Mary's mugs : £3.50 each or 3 for £10. 

 

Rest assured that all proceeds from the sale of these items go towards 

church funds. With thanks for your valued support. 

 

 

mailto:trevor.thorley1@btinternet.com
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Meppershall VA CE 
Lower School 

‘An outstanding Church of           
England School’ 

June 2008 and December 2010 
 

 
There is no School Report this month, due to School holidays. 

 
 

But just before school broke up the children staged their own Easter 
Bonnet Parade.  This provided our cover picture and the picture 
below.  Aren‟t the hats marvellous – and mostly their own work!  It is 
a shame we could not print this one in colour, because the sunshine 
was wonderful.  Congratulations to the “models”, their parents and 
the school staff.  See page 37 for details of the winner, our cover 
girl. 
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MEPPERSHALL VILLAGE HALL NEWS 

 

Arrangements for this year‟s Summer Fair are going well.  We had a 

superb response to our appeal for drawings for our cover of the 

programme and I‟m pleased to say that a “winner” has been chosen.  

Of course, you‟ll have to buy a programme to find out who the lucky 

person is to have their artwork on the front and back covers, and 

programmes will be on sale in the coming weeks.  All entries will be 

displayed at the fair, along with countless other attractions, stalls, 

rides, refreshments, etc.  It is looking to be even better than last year 

– so……. 

 

Don’t Forget!! 

MEPPERSHALL  SUMMER  FAIR 

 

            SATURDAY  25
th 

 JUNE 2011 :  1pm – 5pm 

 

        Lots of stalls, attractions and fun for everyone 

 

See you all there for what is going to be a wonderful 

village event! 

 

  

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

Remember, it’s your village.  It’s your Village Hall! 
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SHEFFORD LEISURE GROUP 
Bosworth Hall Hotel, in Market Bosworth, Warwickshire was our weekend 
destination together with a group from Stevenage Group Travel.  The 
weather was great and the first stop en route was Leamington Spa where 
time was allowed to visit the beautiful well stocked park which was close to 
the Spa.  We then continued to our destination, Bosworth Hall Hotel.  Many 
of us visited the nearby church which was also in the hotel grounds, and 
later a wedding took place there with all the trimmings, including a vintage 
car. Saturday took us by coach into Warwick – some visited the lovely 
Castle while others strolled through the ancient buildings and visited 
another historic and most interesting church.  The evening was spent trying 
to solve a „murder mystery‟ whilst enjoying our evening dinner – one of the 
members from Stevenage Group Travel spotted the „murderer‟ and was 
presented with a certificate.   
In late March we held our Annual „Get Together‟ at The Memorial Hall in 
Shefford.  Eighty people attended and soon everyone felt at home and 
ready to enjoy themselves.  Martin, a representative from Keech Hospice 
Care for Children, accepted our Shefford Leisure Group Annual Cheque – 
this time for £1,250.00.  Martin explained that the hospice looks after not 
only the child in the family who is sick, but also their siblings. Children are 
regularly taken to the hospice for weekly respite care.  The area covered is 
the whole of Hertfordshire and Bedfordshire but also Milton Keynes.  After 
the presentation, a tasty buffet, provided once again by May, was available 
for everyone to enjoy.  Entertainment followed with excellent music 
provided by Allen Fordham who soon had everyone‟s fingers and feet 
tapping and even dancing.  The popular tombola raised a further £107.00 
towards next year‟s cheque!  Primroses on each table were kindly provided 
by Eric Larsen and the lucky winner found a raffle ticket under his/her chair. 

     
Twenty of us have just arrived back from a few days in Tuscany.  Although 
we left Shefford at a time when most sensible people were tucked up in 
bed, Chambers coach took us to Luton Airport to catch the 6.15am flight to 
Pisa where we were met with a coach and our Guide who accompanied us 
to the Hotel Ercolini & Savi, situated in the centre of Montecatini, Nr Pistoia.  
The hotel, staff, food and rooms could not be faulted and everyone was 
more than happy.  With our Guide, the following day we walked to the 
nearby railway station and boarded a train taking us to Florence, where we 
had a walking tour.  Florence is so very busy, most interesting but we did 
manage to see the famous Ponte Vecchio Bridge going over the Fiume 
Arno.  Beautiful jewellery shops cover the bridge! Everything sparkles!  On 
our „free days‟ some of us made our way, again by train, to Lucca and to 
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Pisa to see the leaning tower.  Most of us spent one day in Montecatini 
where we could walk in the park up to the funicolare railway taking us to the 
Castle on the top where the views were stunning. Certainly a most 
interesting and friendly place to stay.  Back to the airport all too quickly for 
our afternoon flight home, where we were met once again by Chambers 
coaches who delivered us all safe and sound back to Shefford.   Everyone 
said how much they had enjoyed their few days – and all in sunshine! 

 
Forthcoming Events 2011 
 

Moggerhanger, Tour of House and tea Thursday 5
th

 May 

Historic Dockyard, Chatham Thursday 12
th
 May 

Chelsea Flower Show (evening) Thursday 26
th
 May 

Frogmore Paper Trail & short river trip Sunday 5
th
 June 

Tour of the Cotswolds Thursday 16
th
 June 

Afternoon tour of Chicksands Priory Sunday 17
th
 July 

Black Country Museum Thursday 28
th
 July 

Lincs Heritage Aviation Centre Air Show Saturday 6
th
 August 

Grebe canal cruise with cream tea Sunday 21
st
 August 

Wizard of Oz (Matinee) Wednesday 31
st
 August 

Ashdown Forest Explorer Thursday 8
th

 September 

Pembrokeshire and Tenby Mon.10
th

 – Fri 14
th

 Oct 

Thursford Xmas Spectacular (evening perf) Wed 16
th

 & Sat 20
th
 Nov 

Christmas in the Royal Landscape Thursday 8
th

 December 

Brick Lane Music Hall, including lunch Tuesday 20
th
 December 

 
London Theatre trips are available with a coach „pick up‟ in Shefford.  If 
there is a particular show you would like to see, please don‟t hesitate to 
contact me.  I am only too happy to help.  Shows currently available: Love 
Never Dies; Royal Ballet Romeo & Juliet; Legally Blond; The Wizard of Oz. 
For all holidays which include hotel accommodation, Shefford Leisure 
Group acts as an agent for the Tour Operator, their terms and conditions 
apply. 

Enid Pamment, Shefford Leisure Group  

 
Shefford Leisure Group is open to everyone in the local community who  would like to join 

us on our ventures.  We are always happy to meet new friends.  Raffles are held and the 

proceeds are for Keech Cottage Children’s Hospice. For further information regarding 

dates, prices and availability or to receive our monthly newsletter, please contact Enid on: 

01462 851397 or e-mail Enidpamment@aol.com  

mailto:Enidpamment@aol.com
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Financial News Update 
 

Back in the beginning the internet was a great place for providers of 

goods and services to market their wares to a far greater audience 

than they could achieve by traditional routes, and so online shopping 

was born. The idea that you were buying direct from the 

manufacturer/provider, and cutting out the „middleman‟ quite rightly 

had great appeal, and almost inevitably led to cheaper products. Over 

time however this innocent place to buy and sell has become very 

clouded, as all manner of „middlemen‟ have moved back in and 

using „smoke and mirrors‟ techniques have infiltrated virtually every 

aspect of online shopping.  

 

Financial services have certainly not escaped this and the 

fundamental insurance/assurance adage of “Caveat Emptor” (let the 

buyer beware) has never been more important. It is possible to buy 

financial products direct from the provider, however there are two 

things to bear in mind: firstly, you will get no advice, help or 

guidance – you are on your own, and any mistakes made are yours 

and yours alone. Secondly, as the provider has to undertake all of the 

processing/administration some of which would otherwise be done 

by an adviser, the cost of going direct is not always that much 

cheaper.  

 

The other area to be aware of is the explosion in price/product 

comparison sites which give the impression they are doing all the 

hard work for you by carefully worded questions and listing the best 

(which usually means cheapest) deals for you. What you may not 

realise is that the providers actually pay the price comparison sites to 

list their products for them, and use all manner of special deals etc., 

to get their product to the top. The fact is, that I can beat most 

internet offers by giving up some of the commission I would 

otherwise earn by giving you face to face advice.  Interestingly I 

don‟t need to give up that much to beat them! 
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A more recent development has been that of firms operating websites 

that look and behave like comparison sites, but are in fact funded by 

advisory firms, and by putting in your details, you are triggering an 

alert in their office for someone to call you to try to get you to 

proceed.  

 

I‟m not internet-bashing here, I think the choice it has given 

consumers is fantastic, and has helped a new era of savvy shoppers 

get the best terms. What I am saying though is beware (i.e. Caveat 

Emptor) – by all means do your research online, and if you are sure 

you‟ve got exactly what you want – fantastic. Where I do have a 

concern though is that it is virtually unregulated, and when it comes 

to certain financial matters some decisions are irreversible, and can 

be life changing. This is particularly true of retirement where 

increasingly people are buying their own annuity online, and I have 

two clients who have ended up with something other than what I 

would have recommended because they didn‟t fully understand all 

the terminology, thought they were getting it cheap, and have ended 

up being stuck for the rest of their lives with something they didn‟t 

need. I also know of one other gentleman who insisted on 

transferring all of his pensions (a significant sum) into an online 

SIPP in the belief that it was free. Well it was free to set it up, 

thereafter there are rafts of charges for buying and selling 

investments, annual charges, fund management fees, plus whenever 

he rings them to ask a question, guess what? – There is a charge.  

 

I believe there are some things that are too important to get wrong, 

and making irreversible financial decisions is one of them. In these 

instances there is no substitute for taking professional advice, and it 

may not cost as much as you think. Remember the online solution 

isn‟t really free, it may (or may not) be cheaper but you only get 

what you pay for! 

Jon Ingarfill 

Tel: 07870 564115 or email: jon.ingarfill@pocockrutherford.com  
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Polehanger: A Farming Diary    Episode 22 
 
Weather or not 
Provisional Met Office rainfall figures show that March 2011 was the driest 
for 60 years across the UK and for 100 years in some parts of eastern 
England. At the moment rainfall distribution is following last year‟s pattern 
of a very dry spring which brings challenges on the farm (see below). 
How long before threats of hose pipe bans? 
 
Oakley: a month in the life of a wheat plant 
Oakley is growing up fast, rather like a young adolescent boy!  Tillering has 
taken place during which each plant develops a number of shoots (tillers) 
that will grow on to bear an ear. A second application of nitrogen fertilizer 
has been applied to give optimum nutrient availability, but as it is applied in 
granular form to the soil surface it needs rain to dissolve and become 
available to Oakley‟s root system below the surface.  
As last year, this current rainfall pattern is critical and a potential yield 
constraint.  By the time you read this article in early May, the plant will have 
doubled in height and we will be applying fungicide sprays to protect it from 
such diseases as are prevalent at the time, depending on the weather and 
threshold seen in the crop. 
 
Elsewhere on the Farm 
20 bare earth Skylark plots have been created at various locations in the 
wheat crop to encourage nesting sites. In recent years the increase in 
winter cropping has meant that ground nesting birds such as the Skylark 
and Lapwing have struggled to find suitable sites across the region.  Can I 
request that walkers respect the farm by keeping to the public and 
permissive footpaths.  The 6 metre grass margins and field corners sown 
to grass are conservation features and are not for public access.  I also 
stress that the footpaths are just that and are not for motorbikes. No-one 
has permission to ride on the farm so if you are walking and come across 
youngsters on bikes you have our permission to stop them and explain that 
it is not allowed and not safe for walkers. 
 
Higher Level Scheme 
We have decided, for the time being at least, not to continue with our 
application for this scheme, for the reasons alluded to last month. 
Polehanger Farm is, for an arable farm in the East of England, relatively 
small. We already have 10% of our land under woodland and a further 3% 
under conservation grassland. Together with buildings and roadways, a 
further 15% taken out of production under the HLS would mean a third of 
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the farm was not producing food.  As well as an economic question, there 
is also a moral issue arising in a world where many are still malnourished. 
This applies equally to growing crops as biofuels.  
 
Interesting Statistic of the Month 
Insurers are estimating that Britain‟s worst winter weather for 100 years will 
cost farmers more than £100 million. This from lost crops, particularly sugar 
beet and brassicas, burst water pipes and collapsed livestock buildings.  
We got away with it lightly in this region! 
 
Warm off the Press 
A Greenhouse Gas Action Plan was launched by farm leaders on April 4

th
.  

Farm Minister, Jim Paice, challenged the industry to honour it‟s 
commitment to reduce greenhouse gas emissions by 3 million tones of 
CO2 equivalents. 
According to an article in Farmer‟s Weekly, agriculture contributes about 
9% of the total UK greenhouse gas emissions, but 76% of the total nitrous 
oxide and 38% of the total methane emissions. 
We‟ll have to wait and see how we are recommended to do this practically. 
In the meantime I‟ll try and cut down on unnecessary emissions of hot air . . 
. . ! 
 
50 Years Ago: Michael Foster’s Diary Extract   
1

st
 April:   Went to Geoff Harris‟ wedding at Gravenhurst Church !! 

2
nd  

April -  Easter Monday: It‟s a pity that rain will have spoilt Easter for the 
holidaymakers, but it will do a power of good to farmers and gardeners. 
Hardly any of my fields are without patches where (spring sown ) barley is 
not coming through.  (Some things don‟t change over the years) 
13

th
 April: Cows out at night with mangolds (like big turnips) to eat on 

restricted grass. Cows scouring! 
(My words in brackets) 
 
Thought for the Month 
Much is now being made in employment law of paternity leave and pay. I‟m 
hoping that before long this Government will recognise the pressing need 
for grand-paternity pay!! 
 
 
Chris Foster : 13

th
 April 2011  
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The History of Meppershall - 10  
 Based mainly on documents in the Public Record Office and the writings of Thos. 

Salmon.                                                                                                                                                           

                                                        The Rectory 

My Dear Sir,                 1705 

 

I was most grateful for your charming letter expressing admiration for my 

lecture at the Royal Society, on The Theory of Music Reduced to 

Arithmetical and Geometrical Proportions. I am enclosing for your 

enjoyment, a copy of the treatise I wrote on the subject in 1688.  I studied 

Mathematics at Trinity College, Cambridge, and there became absorbed in 

the way one can apply mathematics to the study of music. I have also 

produced works on baptism, the education of children and an historical 

collection on the history of our country before the Norman Conquest. Both 

my sons are grown up, and Nathaniel, the curate of Westmill, Herts, and 

Thomas are also writers. Nathaniel has published a book on the history of 

Hertfordshire and Thomas, who sailed the world with Anson, has published 

several geographical books. 

 

You are correct that my life is very full with my duties as Rector as well as 

my various publications; however my sponsors who placed me in this 

village did so to enable me to continue writing.  Indeed, I was not even 

licensed to preach when I arrived and for ten years my curate had to take 

this role. 

 

The country is a delightful place for a writer to live and I am blessed to 

have been able to raise my two sons in a peaceful, healthy place.  When 

they were children they delighted in our large, rambling rectory which is a 

timber building of great age [the present one is a replacement]- as is the 

old Vicarage, by the gates of the Rectory .  
 

Our village has three roads, the High Street, the road to Hoo Farm, which is 

also our road to the nearest market town [the present road to Shefford was 

not laid until much later and was just a field path in 1705,] and Sand Lane 

which becomes Fyldyke further down. We do have several field paths, of 

course, and a hill lane that leads to Shillington on which stands a farm 

owned by the Manor [the Hollies at Marywells] which is close to the 

churchyard.  On the High Street are four other farmsteads – Matthew‟s 

Farm [Bury Farm], set back on the corner of a path to the fields and the 
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High Street, the main Manor Farm, Mr. Hyde‟s Farm [named after the then 

owner, but later renamed Fowler’s farm when George Fowler lived there 

and retaining that name when he was succeeded by a number of his 

descendents.] and a small farmstead on the corner of Sand Lane [now the 

Sugar Loaf, the terraced houses and the allotments].   

 

The cottages mostly stand on the rectory side of the village and these run 

down to a cottage [later The Five Bells] which, like our rectory, straddles 

the county boundaries. Two cottages opposite Manor Farm are the last in 

the High Street that are in Bedfordshire, for past the next field the 

Hertfordshire boundary crosses the High Street.  It encloses the two 

cottages belonging to Hyde‟s Farm, the farm itself, and then crosses back 

across the road, around a small farmstead and runs down Sand Lane. There 

is a scattering of cottages down this lane and a few on the field path [now 

Shefford Road] which leads to Nun‟s Wood and Polehanger, one of our 

three substantial satellite farms – the others being Hoo Farm and St Thomas 

Chapel Farm in the Hertfordshire lands across the fields from my home. 
 

The village yeomen [gentlemen farmers] are good neighbours and I am very 

content in my life here. My earlier life in the village of Hackney was very 

good but I have never wished to return there. It was closer to the places 

where I am often invited to speak and to my academic colleagues; however 

I do not lack for intelligent conversation here.  

 

I am sitting looking out over my fields.   I can see my parishioners working 

on the land and could hear their cheerful voices were it not for my geese 

calling loudly at this minute.  I suspect that it is the carter delivering the 

news from London so I will close now and use my pounce pot heavily 

[containing sand to dry the ink] so that he can take this letter on its first 

stage to your hand. 

 

With My Regards, 

 

Reverend Thomas Salmon. 
 

Copyright Sandra Read, Manor Farm. Not to be reproduced without permission. 
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LIFE ON THE WILD SIDE           By JEREMY HOLDEN 

The Sumatran Tiger  
 
When exactly I saw my first tiger is, I am ashamed to say, lost to me.  A 

Meppershall lower school day trip to Whipsnade Zoo gave me my first 

memory of a live tiger. I recall it pacing the limits of its small enclosure, 

and I was struck by its palpable air of boredom more than by its physical 

presence or its beauty – though both of these impressed themselves upon 

me.  Except for the theft of my school mate‟s bag by a toothy horse, the one 

memory I retain of that trip is the pacing tiger and the sense of injustice it 

evoked. 

 

Years later in India I passed very close to the famous tiger reserve of 

Kanha. I knew that if I stopped there I had a good chance of seeing a wild 

tiger. But it would be from a jeep or the back of an elephant. To my mind 

this was little better than seeing a captive tiger. Admittedly this one was in 

its own domain, but I was the prisoner, trapped in a jeep or a swaying 

howdah. I felt that to see a tiger one had to see it on its own terms. If I were 

to see one, I decided, it must be in the forest face to face or not at all. There 

is much more to tigers than their physical presence. Talking to local people 

that live alongside them will confirm this.  In the human mind the tiger has 

an almost metaphysical existence, and is revered as a „just‟ but 

unpredictable animal. Experiencing these things was what seeing a tiger 

was about.  

 

The rain forest of Sumatra was the first place I set out to look. Sumatra is 

now a stronghold for the last surviving subspecies of Indonesian tiger 

(there were once three) and a place that has developed deep spiritual links 

with the animal. I learned then what local people have always known: the 

tiger is there, but you can‟t see him. The particular pattern of a tiger‟s fur 

(the stripes also occur on the skin, like a tattoo) and the highly developed 

knowledge it has of its environment give it a cloak of invisibility. I saw the 

flower-shaped pug marks often, sometimes made within minutes of my 
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arrival. But the tiger remained elusive. Tigers saw me, I don‟t doubt, and I 

was followed on occasion, once finding a fresh pug mark across my own 

recent boot print.  

 

I know precisely when I was followed.  At the time I was setting camera 

traps to photograph the rain forest animals. These units record the date and 

time on every occasion an animal passes. I set three that day, the last one at 

16.00h. I checked them the next morning and discovered my first picture of 

a tiger on this same trap at 16.35h. The tiger was female. She had followed 

me back to camp and was photographed twice more. This behaviour may 

sound sinister – it could certainly be made to seem so. But it shows 

curiosity, intelligence, and perhaps that the tiger is as fascinated in us as we 

are in them.  I began to understand why forest people respect the tiger. „If 

you do not harm him he will not harm you‟, is a thing I have heard spoken 

often. During my time in Sumatra there were people eaten by tigers, but 

almost without exception these animals had suffered a degree of human 

threat. In the last such case a woman was attacked and killed by a tiger that 

had been poisoned and was found dead shortly afterwards.  It is believed 

that the tiger can and will exact revenge. 

 

The tiger teaches respect, and as the locals say, those that enter the forest 

with respect will be unharmed. I discovered this for myself when I finally 

saw a wild tiger one evening as I was walking back to camp. It was a large 

male whose presence in the area I had noted from his tracks, but never 

photo-trapped.  We met head on as he came out of a side path on to the trail 

30 yards beyond. I wanted him to stop and look at me, for there to be a 

moment when I would be snatched back in time and become that lone 

hominid in the face of a predator. But this great cat reared up like a horse 

and dashed away, perhaps berating itself for its carelessness. 

 

I never lost a respectful fear of tigers, but I came to regard them as 

something like Shakespeare‟s Prince of Darkness, a dangerous beast, but 

also a fine gentleman. 
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The Wine Society’s Guide To Wine Tasting 
 

The benefits of learning how to taste wine are both immediate 
and tangible. Being able to interpret appearance, smell and 
taste in the glass, and recognising the characteristics of the 
small number of grape varieties which lie behind most wine 
labels not only enhances enjoyment, but boosts wine 
confidence, two excellent reasons for learning the ropes. 
Anybody with working faculties and the will to succeed can do 
it, and, with a little practice, achieve a good standard of wine 
appreciation. This monthly guide aims to set out the general 
principles of tasting and understanding wine. Last month, we 
looked at grape varieties – this month we see where they grow 
 
2. Vineyards and winemaking  
Climate, altitude and soil composition all have a part to play in 
determining flavour. A few extra degrees of warmth can 
introduce more exotic, tropical flavours. Altitude promotes 
higher acidity, which also affects taste. There can be 
significant flavour differences between the same variety grown 
in different parts of the same country, especially if a number of 
different latitudes is involved. Vines cooled by sea breezes 
ripen more slowly and evenly than those on hot, insulated, 
inland vineyards. All these factors have a profound effect on 
flavour.  
 
The concept of terroir is important to grasp, as it is central to 
an ongoing debate as to how much of the distinctive character 
of a wine stems from the specific environment in which it 
grows. Its literal meaning is „soil‟ and in broad terms, the word 
refers to a regional, or even a particular vineyard character 
which „sings‟ in the wine, and represents the combined effects 
of soil and other factors such as climate and exposure. More 
specifically, some tasters swear they can taste, for example, 
slate in a glass of Mosel, or flint in Chablis. There is no 
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conclusive scientific evidence as yet to support the notion that 
a patch of earth could make its presence so acutely felt in the 
glass, but there is general agreement that certain vineyard 
sites do have tangible characteristics which it is possible to 
spot despite vintage variations.  
 
On the other side of the debate, the shrinking world and the 
„flying winemaker‟ have made it possible to produce wine in a 
particular style, irrespective of its origins. Some branded 
wines, for which consistency is very important, rely on the 
increasing ability of technology, including special yeasts and 
fermentation techniques, to create uniformity of flavour despite 
the vagaries of vintage or even variety. In many evolving wine 
regions, expertise from abroad improves and raises the profile 
of local wines, but in others serves purely to create 
international appeal. 
 
 

 
 
Next month, we shall look at the influence of oak ageing on a 
wine. 
 
For more information about The Wine Society, including how 
to join, go to www.thewinesociety.com/join 
 
Life membership of The Society can be yours for a one-off 
payment of £40, giving you a share in this co-operative 
business.  

  

http://www.thewinesociety.com/join
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May 2011 
 

Saturday 7
th

    

Parish outing to Cambridge Arr.3.45 St John’s College 

   

Monday 9
th

   

Parish Council Meeting 7.45 pm Village Hall 

   

Fri & Sat  13
th

 & 14
th

 7.45 pm Village Hall 

M’shall Players One-act Plays   

   

Saturday 21
st

   

Lewis Ramoo - singer 8.00 pm Social Club 

   

Vauxhall Male Voice Choir 7.30 pm St Michael’s Shefford 

   

Thursday 26th   

MGC – Gardeners’ Question Time 7.30 pm Village Hall 

   

Tuesday 31
st

   

Messenger Collating 2.pm Snooker Room 

 
June 2011 

Saturday 4
th

    

Meppershall Art Exhibition 2.30 – 5.00 pm Village Hall 

Meppershall Music Festival 7.30 pm Village hall 

   

Saturday 11
th

    

Village Clean up 9.40 am Outside Village Hall 

   

Monday 13
th

    

Parish Council Meeting 7.45 pm Village Hall 

   

Saturday 25
th

    

Meppershall Summer Fair 1.00 - 5.00 pm Fosters Field 

Summer Fair Disco 8.00 pm Social Club 

   

Monday 27
th

    

Messenger Collating 2.pm Snooker room 

   

Wednesday 29
th

    

Meppershall Players AGM 7.45 pm Village Hall 
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MEPPERSHALL  

MUSIC 

FESTIVAL 
 

SAT. JUNE 4
t h

 

7.30pm 

VILLAGE HALL 

£5 & £2.50 

[ t i c k e t s  a v a i l a b l e  f r o m  P . O . ,  

B a k e r y  ,  R e c t o r y  &  8 1 3 3 3 4 ]  

BAR 
P RO F I TS  f o r  g a r d e n  f u r n i t u r e  

f o r  L a v e n d e r  H o u s e ,  

M e p p e r s h a l l  N u r s i n g  H o m e .    

 

S a n d r a  H a r p e r  8 1 3 33 4  

s a n d r a y . h a r p e r@y a h o o . c o . u k  
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FROM OUR YOUTH EDITOR – Brigid Holmes 
Help the bear find its way back to the cave 
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Colour in the new born Dinosaur! 
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Bedfordshire Police are asking vehicle owners and local residents to be 

vigilant, after a vehicle crime took place in the High Street, Meppershall.  The 
offence took place between 9:30 p.m. on the 29th and 7:45 a.m. on the 30th of 
March.  The vehicle was a Black, 06 registered, Vauxhall Astra.  The front bumper 
to the vehicle was removed.  No attempt was made to enter the vehicle. 
 
The safest place to park your vehicle is in a garage; if you have a garage please use 
it.  Park your vehicle in a well lit area.  Always check that it is correctly locked, and 
all valuables are removed, before leaving the vehicle. 

If you have any information about this crime or other suspicious incidents, please 
call the Police Control Centre on (01234) 841212, and quote crime reference, 
J,D,/,1,3,3,9,4,/2011.  Alternatively text your message to (07786) 200011 or email 
your message to chc@Bedfordshire.pnn.Police.uk.   Or call Crime stoppers in 
Confidence on (0800) 555111. 
For more information on reducing vehicle related crime visit 
http://www.saferbeds.org/rmwebportal/rm_desktop/files/Crime%20Reduction%
20%20Vehicle%20Crime.html  

The 2011 National Census took place on Sunday 27 March and people will 

now be returning their completed questionnaires to the census office. 

 We are aware that the census may give potential distraction burglars or rogue 

traders an opportunity to target vulnerable people in our communities. To help 

prevent this, please take note of the following information and, if possible, pass it 

on to family, friends and neighbours:                    

If you have completed and returned your questionnaire promptly (ie before 6 

April), you will not be contacted by census field staff. All census staff will carry an 

ID card with a photo, logo and hologram, which they should automatically show to 

you. They may ask for name and number of residents, but they will not ask for 

specific details (like credit card or bank/building society details, etc – never 

disclose these).  
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 If you forget to complete your form, a census collector will call to request that it is 

completed.  Make sure you check their identity and photo to ensure they are valid. 

Always use a door chain when opening the door. Census staff are not required to 

enter you house. If you wish, you can request a pre-arranged appointment with a 

collector, via the census helpline number.  

 Our main advice about preventing distraction burglary still applies – if you‟re not 

sure, don‟t open the door. Telephone the census helpline on 0300 0201 101 to 

check the identity of the census collector.  If you have any reason to suspect a 

caller is not genuine, call Bedfordshire Police on 01234 841212, giving us as much 

information as you can.  

 Stay on Your Mettle Against Lead Thieves  

 Chief Insp. Waring said: “Spring is one of those times often earmarked for 

building work involving the use of ladders, scaffolding and other equipment.  Most 

project managers and builders are extremely security minded but with the price of 

lead so high we would just like to remind everyone, including the DIY enthusiast, 

about the importance of removing at night, or protecting, anything that could be 

used as a climbing aid.  Double-check that all materials and tools are securely put 

away after work, rather than left on site or in the back of a van, and that tools are 

security marked with a product like SmartWater. Today all prisoners who come 

into our custody suites are routinely scanned to establish whether they have come 

into contact with it.  Bedfordshire Police are doing all they can to deter lead theft 

and residents can help by keeping an eye on building sites and contacting us if they 

see anything suspicious.” 

For further information and crime prevention advice, contact Bedfordshire Police 

Crime Reduction Officers on 01234 841212 or email 

saferhomes@bedfordshire.pnn.police.uk. For information about theft contact 

police, in confidence on01234 841212, text to 07786 200011 or call 

Crimestoppers, anonymously, on 0800 555 111 

Thank you for your support. 

  

mailto:saferhomes@bedfordshire.pnn.police.uk
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MEPPERSHALL SOCIAL CLUB 
Regular Activities: 

Tuesdays:   Darts 

Thursday:   Dominoes/Crib 

Friday:   Bingo Night 
If you don‟t fancy any of the above, why not pop in on any night for a friendly chat 

and a drink? And become a member: 

Family membership   - £15.00 

Single membership    -  £7.50 

OAP Family Membership  -  £10.00 

OAP Single Membership  -  £5.00 
See a member of the bar staff for a membership form. 

We also have two full size snooker tables open to members only, so why not 

become a member and come and enjoy yourself? 

 

SPECIAL ATTRACTIONS FOR 2011 

21
st 

 May LEWIS RAMOO                     
Soul,  Motown & Popular 

covers 

Ticket only:  

£5.00 & £3.00 

25
th

 June SUMMER FAIR DISCO          
with A/C 

All Welcome – 

Mums, Dads,  Kids 

30
th

 July NEIL SARTAIN                  
UB40, Bob Marley & Reggae 

Ticket only:  

£5.00 & £3.00 
24

th
 Sept DENNI                        

Fantastic Soul Singer 
Ticket only: 

£5.00 & £3.00 

29
th

 Oct HALLOWEEN DISCO                
with DJ  Ben 

All Welcome – 

Mums, Dads,  Kids 
5

th
 Nov BONFIRE NIGHT DISCO         

with A/C 
All Welcome – 

Mums, Dads,  Kids 

24
th

 Dec XMAS EVE DISCO                  
with A/C 

All Welcome – 

Mums, Dads,  Kids 

31
st
 Dec NEW YEAR‟S EVE DISCO       

with DJ Ben 
All Welcome – 

Mums, Dads,  Kids 
Watch out for posters & banners around the village and in the Social Club for these 

fantastic events.  For tickets and any queries, call Louise Savory on 07909 600199 

or call round to 8, Hill Top View, Meppershall. 
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We enjoyed a trip to Standalone Farm during the Easter 

holidays – where we saw baby lambs, chicks, calves and piglets.  

Here is Harry enjoying a ride on the tractors. 

 

 
 

 

Can you help?  Do you have any books which you no longer read?  

We are collecting books for our stall at the Village Summer Fair.  

If you have any books to donate, please bring them to the village 

hall on a Tuesday between 1:30 and 3pm or call Catherine 

(812134) to arrange collection.  Thank you to those of you who 

have already donated books to our stall. 

 

To find out more about your village Baby and Toddler Group – 

call Sam on 07590 290078 or call in on a Tuesday afternoon. 
  

We start back again after the 

Easter break on Tuesday 3rd 

May at the new time of 1:30 – 

3pm.  We are a friendly group 

of Mums, Grandmas and 

childminders with children age 

0 up to 5 years of age who 

always welcome new members.  

We meet in Meppershall Village 

Hall on Tuesdays during term 

time. 
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Have you got your tickets for “an Evening of One Act Plays” on 13
th 

& 14
th
 

May?   Three comedy plays to get your chuckle muscles working.  Tickets 

are on sale at Roger‟s Bakery, at the amazingly low price of £5 (no 

concessions).  Book your seats/tables, plan your menu/food (for yourselves: 

it‟s not a share-with-all event) and enjoy a relaxing evening with your 

family/friends, whilst being entertained by the Meppershall Players.      

    

The 2011 Pantomime: we have a possible script and maybe a director for 

this years Pantomime, but nothing is definite yet, so if you want to direct 

it‟s still not too late: contact me (Karen) or come to the hall on a 

Wednesday evening.  Hopefully I will have more information for you in 

next month‟s Messenger.  

 

Players‟ A.G.M is on Wednesday 29
th
 June at 7.45pm.  Everybody is 

welcome, members and non members. 

 

Pianist Wanted: although we performed last year‟s pantomime without a 

pianist, we would like one, so if you play piano and you‟re reading this 

thinking “I wouldn‟t mind playing piano for the Players”, contact me 

(Karen) or come to the hall on a Wednesday evening. 

 

The Players will be manning a stall at this years Village Fair so pop 

along and see us. We love meeting people.   

  

The Players meet every Wednesday evening at 7.30pm in the Village 

Hall. Membership is very reasonable: Senior‟s £5 & Junior‟s £2 per 

year. We welcome anyone from the age of 9 years to 90+ to indulge 

in acting, singing, directing, choreographing, sound, lighting, set 

building, scenery painting, front of house, backstage, stage 

managing, make up, costumes, etc. 

If you are interested in any of the above we look forward to meeting 

you.        
                     
Karen Mitchell                                                                  01462 816336 
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MEPPERSHALL  

art 

exhibition 

VILLAGE HALL 

SAT. JUNE 4
t h

 

2.30pm –  5pm 

Free ent ry  

Cream teas 

 

W i d e  v a r i e t y  o f  a r t i s t i c  

t a l e n t s  o n  d i s p l a y :  

w a t e r c o l o u r s ,  e m b r o i d e r y ,  

p h o t o g r a p h y ,  w o o d c r a f t ,  

o i l s ,  a n d  m o r e .  

 

 

Sa n d r a  H a r p e r  8 1 3 33 4  

s a n d r a y . h a r p e r@y a h o o . c o . u k  
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  MMeeppppeerrsshhaallll  PPrree--sscchhooooll  PPoonnddeerriinnggss    

  

 
This month we are saying goodbye and best wishes to Ben, who is 
moving to a new village, and hello and welcome to Ethan.  
 
The children have been having great fun making cards and cooking. 
They have also been sawing wood and banging in nails with real 
tools!  Our theme for next term is „The World and the Planets‟, 
looking at the hot and cold countries of the world, tasting foods from 
those countries and making rockets.  We will also be holding a Mini 
Olympics! 
 
Finally we would like to say a big Thank You to those who attended 
our Ladies Pamper Evening at the village hall in March. We raised 
approximately £350 which is fantastic! 
 
Meppershall Pre-school is situated in the village hall. Children can 
attend from the age of 2 years 6 months. 
 
Session times (term time only): 
   
Monday to Friday          9.30 am  – 12.00 pm 
Monday to Friday Lunch club       12.00 pm – 12.30 pm 
Monday, Wednesday and Friday 12.30 pm –  3. 00 pm 
 
If you are interested and would like to arrange a visit please contact 
us on (01462) 817359 during session times or e-mail 
info@meppershall-ps.co.uk, alternatively you will find more 
information and our prospectus on our website www.meppershall-
ps.co.uk . 
 
 
 

http://www.meppershall-ps.co.uk/
http://www.meppershall-ps.co.uk/
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SIGNIFICANT BIRTHDAYS 

IN MAY 

 
31

st
 May                    Doreen Pritchard                          83 

 

 

ooOoo 

 

 

In Memoriam 
 

 

 

 
 

 Richard has been a faithful distributor of The Messenger for a 

number of years.   He tells me that Jan particularly loved her garden 

and the birds that shared it with her – with the exception of the heron 

that is a constant threat to all the fishponds in Shefford Road! 

We send very sincere sympathy to Dick and hope that he will draw 

some comfort from the good wishes of the Village. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

We are very sorry to record the 

death of Jan, long time partner of 

Richard Ivory, at the age of 77 

from that dreadful scourge, cancer.  

The couple lived in the Police 

House on Shefford Road for the 

last 10 years, having moved to 

Meppershall from Wavendon . 
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The Whitbread Wanderbus Ltd    

Britain’s Most Exclusive Bus - surely not? 

 

When Simon Calder wrote in The Independent his larky but slightly 

mocking piece “In search of Britain‟s most exclusive bus” - because 

it has a service that only operates on “Fifth Tuesdays” - and repeated 

it on the BBC News Channel, aided and abetted by the presenters 

who provided the theatrical eye rolling, it seems he didn‟t realise that 

this service is provided by a Community Bus.  Indeed the W13 

service is provided by The Wanderbus, one of the five Community 

Bus Groups run and managed entirely by volunteers, serving the 

villages in Bedfordshire.  Duncan Thomas, Chairman (and driver 

too) of The Wanderbus has since explained to Simon that it is quite 

normal and important for Community Bus Groups to fill up the spare 

days in their schedules in this way and that the passengers are 

delighted that they do. Simon has kindly offered a slot in the “Open 

Jaw” section of his Independent column to make this clear. When his 

busy schedule permits, Simon has also said that he would be 

delighted to learn more about the Community Bus Sector and how it 

works. 

 

For others who might not know, The Wanderbus operates weekly, 

fortnightly, monthly and even quarterly (the W13 - Fifth Tuesdays!) 

services from the villages surrounding Shefford to local shopping 

centres and amenities. All the routes are available to the general 

public although the majority of the passengers are from the older age 

group, many of whom have come to depend on such services during 

the 21 years that The Wanderbus has been operating. 
 

For information on how to become a volunteer see 

www.wanderbus.org.uk or telephone 01767 318444.   

The timetable also appears in “Who‟s Who and What‟s What in 

Meppershall”  

  

http://www.wanderbus.org.uk/
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COVERS BY REQUEST 
 
One day last term I was approached by the Deputy Head Teacher at 
our Lower School and asked if I could fit in a picture of the winner of 
the Easter Bonnet Parade that they were preparing.  Naturally I 
jumped at the chance and offered the cover slot.  And I was not 
disappointed! 
 
The beautiful model is Gracie Bavister, aged 5, of Acorns class, 
showing all the poise of a professional,  And somebody showed all 
the creativity of a Philip Treacy – possibly inspired by Crocodile 
Dundee! 
 
 

If you would like to see a specific picture on our cover, please get in 

touch in time for us to arrange with one of our in-house “paparazzi” 

to do the business.    Ed. 

 

 

A New Season at Langford Tennis Club 
 

Langford Tennis Club is keen to welcome new members from all 

surrounding villages to join us to play fun or competitive tennis.  We offer 

both junior and adult coaching for all levels and have an ex-professional 

player, Justin Layne, as coach.  Justin lives in the village and was recently 

a top ten player in the country; he now runs a professional tennis 

programme for the LTA - we are lucky to have a coach with his experience.  

As well as coaching there are Wednesday evening and Saturday club 

afternoons for adults and we run several men‟s, women‟s and mixed teams 

in local leagues.  If you are interested in joining please come down to a 

club evening/afternoon at the Playing Field in the middle of Langford 

village to meet us or contact: 

         Membership enquiries              – Julie Larman  01462 701289 

         Coaching & tennis development      – Paul Metcalfe 01462 700991.                   

pauln.metcalfe@ntlworld.com 

  

mailto:pauln.metcalfe@ntlworld.com
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ST MARY THE VIRGIN 

MEPPERSHALL PARISH CHURCH  (CHURCH OF ENGLAND) 
Church Rd, off  Campton Rd 

 

Rector: (Meppershall & Shefford) Rev John Harper, The Rectory, 
Church Rd, Meppershall revjohnharper@talktalk.net 
01462 813334 (usual day off – Monday) 
Lay Reader: Pam Halliwell (usual day off – Friday) 01462 817069 
Churchwardens: Brian Bellamy 01462 815944 (Pastoral Assistant); 
Brenda Wright 01462 816446 

Services for May 
Date  Time Service 
Sun 1

st
   

Easter 2 
11.00 am Parish Communion & Junior 

Church at Rectory 

Sun 8
th

         

Easter 3  

8.30 am 

 

Holy Communion 

 

Sun 15
th

      

Easter 4 

  

8.30 am 

11.00 am   

Holy Communion 

Family (All age) Service with 

Meppershall Brownies  

Sunday 22
nd

  

Easter 5 

10.45 am 

11.00 am 
Congregational hymn practice 

Family Communion & baptism 

(Charlotte Turner) & Junior Church 

Sunday 29
th

    10.00 am United Benefice Family 

Communion at St Michael‟s with 

breakfast from 9 am.  All Welcome 

 

Also At St Michael’s Church, Shefford 

Sun 15
th

   6.00 pm United Christian Aid Week service. 

(Christian Aid Week = 15
th

 – 21
st
 .) 

St Mary’s Weekday Services:  

Wednesdays : 10a.m. Holy Communion  (B.C.P.) 
Fridays : 7.30p.m. Compline (Evening Prayer) 
Saturdays 9.30a.m. Morning Prayer 

mailto:revjohnharper@talktalk.net
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St Mary’s Annual Parochial Church Meeting 
The following were elected to serve for the coming year:  
Churchwardens : Brenda Wright,  Brian Bellamy.  
Hon Sec : Anne Parsons.   Hon Treasurer  : David Bartlett,  
Deanery Synod representatives:  Wendy Reece,  James Read.   
Other members:    Morag De Luca, John Chillman, Peter Longland,  
Richard Cole,  Gary Maddern.  
Pam Halliwell as our Lay Reader is an ex-officio member of the 
PCC   
Sat May 7th -  There may still be time to join the parish  outing to 
visit St John’s College Cambridge, St Mary’s Meppershall 
Patronal Body, in their 500th anniversary year.  Arrival 3.45p.m. for 
tea in the ‘Wordsworth  Room’ ,  followed by a conducted tour of 
the College, and  attendance at Choral Evensong in the Chapel, with  
the voices of the superb St John’s Choir. Depart around 7p.m. – no  
cost entailed - transport by shared cars. Please let me know if you 
wish to reserve a place – or sign up on notice in church - all 
welcome. JH – 813334 

 
St Michael and All Angels, Shefford 

Award winning 'Vauxhall Male Voice Choir' in Concert. 
Saturday May 21st. 7.30p.m. 

mezzo soprano soloist Emma Wheeler 
£8 at door or advance tickets: John Harper 813334 or 

revjohnharper@talktalk.net 
more details: www.sm3a.org.uk 

 

 

Next month:  
Celebrate the faith of England’s first martyr at The Alban Pilgrimage 
on Saturday June 18 at St Alban’s Abbey. 
Pilgrimage Procession (with mega sized puppets) 10.30a.m. Festival 
Eucharist 11.30a.m.  Festival Evensong 4p.m. 

Full afternoon programme (all age) of activities 
See www.stabanscathedral.org  or ring 813334 for details 

mailto:revjohnharper@talktalk.net
http://www.sm3a.org.uk/
http://www.stabanscathedral.org/
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Just to say…. 
  It will be accompanied by very mixed feelings, but around October 
time Sandra and I will be making our farewells to Meppershall and 
Shefford after seven and a half very fulfilling years amongst you. 
We’ve decided that retirement needs to be embraced, particularly so 
that we can spend more time with our family, of all the generations, 
and also to put our roots down in a home of our own and with a 
new Church family. More of this anon, but in the meantime be 
assured that St Mary’s is fortunate to have a  fine team who will 
ensure that  the life of the Parish Church is sustained  positively  
until and beyond the time when a new incumbent is appointed. 
  
 But in the meantime…… 
 This month sees the arrival of Christian Aid Week 
(15th – 21st), when in the UK 200,000 supporters take to the streets 
to collect donations house to house to help bring an end to poverty. 
For 66 years this ecumenical charity has raised not only considerable 
sums but also our levels of awareness to bring relief and hope to 
millions of our disadvantaged neighbours around the world.  I have 
become deeply impressed by the responsible way in which Christian 
Aid   deploys people’s giving, so that a real difference can be made 
to those whose circumstances are hard for most of us to imagine.  It 
not only channels funds via locally based field workers or sister 
agencies in areas of great need but it works to address the specific 
causes of poverty.  The latest Christian Aid magazine lists 8 root 
causes of poverty: natural disasters; conflict; climate change; 
corruption; inequality; unfair tax systems; unjust conditions for 
farmers and food producers; lack of medical provision.  By education 
and  sensitive  lobbying  initiatives  Christian Aid  tries to  change 
conditions so that  at least the possibility arises that poverty  can be 
eradicated – a  goal that the world is now capable of achieving.  
 
At present there is no street collection in Meppershall, but if you 
would like to help in the Shefford area the local organiser Nicola 
Reeve would be delighted to hear from you – 812472.  Also you will 
find plenty of fundraising ideas via www.caweek.org. or 020 7620 
4444.  For example, this month 5000 people in UK will be living on 

http://www.caweek.org/
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£1 a day for 5 days for their food and drink to raise £500,000 and to 
highlight the plight of the 1.4 billion people who have no choice but 
to live at this level of subsistence.  
(www.livebelowtheline.org.uk/christianaid ).  Every pound raised 
this month will invariably make more of a difference to someone 
else’s life than it will if spent wholly on ourselves, and the vision of 
Christian Aid is rooted firmly within the Christian ethos:  ‘in as much 
as you have done it unto one of the least of these my brethren, you 
have done it unto me’ (Matthew 25.40).  
 You will be welcome at the local United Christian Aid service at St 
Michael’s Shefford on Sunday May 15 at 6p.m.   
 
With good wishes 
John Harper 
____________________________________________________ 
For those who were not able to attend St Mary’s Annual Parish 

Meeting, we reproduce below the text of John’s report. 

 

         Rector's Report to St Mary’s Annual Meeting 2011. 
 
Thanks to all who have contributed to the life of St Mary's over the past year 

- far too many to name.  Last September we said goodbye to Patsy Critchley 

after 3 very effective years as Curate in the Benefice.  We can't expect to have 

another Curate in foreseeable future, but we are fortunate to have Pam as Lay 

Reader, and I would like to record my appreciation to her for all that she so 

willingly contributes. 

 Mission - Our 2nd Alpha course last Spring, involved 14 members, and 

led in turn to a new house group.   Early this year our Diocesan 

Bishop Alan initiated a project for parishes to engage with: ' Living 

Gods Love', which Bishop Richard explored at a joint PCC meeting last 

month.  This is designed to lead on from ' Vision for Action',   and 

challenges local churches to set measurable targets in terms of their 

mission over the next few years, involving a broad brush strategy   - 

'Mission Action Planning' . 

 

 Friends of St Mary's have continued to support St Mary's with more 

splendid concerts and quizzes , culminating in a sell out performance by 

http://www.livebelowtheline.org.uk/christianaid
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Kenny Ball and  his jazzmen – the only time I've known anyone leave the 

church on grounds they were too hot!  Look out for UK's No 1 Abba 

Tribute Band here on Oct 22. 

 Meppershall Lower School.   2010 saw a further year of positive 

partnership between School and Church.  Mrs Gill Smith   completed her 

year as acting Head before her retirement, and was succeeded by Mrs Lyn 

Fairweather who was appointed to be substantive Head in September.  

Commendable results were achieved from OFSTED and the Diocesan 

SAIS inspections within the first month of her appointment.  Mrs 

Fairweather is enthusiastically developing links with St Mary's and is 

striving to ensure that the school adheres as conscientiously as possible 

to its Foundation as a Church of England Voluntary Aided school. 

 Deanery : I have continued to enjoy my role as Rural Dean, which I now 

share with the Rev'd Michael Bradley, Vicar of Flitwick.  The process of 

Deanery amalgamation came to completion in January this year, when the 

former Deaneries of Ampthill and Shefford joined forces to create a more 

viable and much larger structure : the Deanery of Ampthill and Shefford, 

to which our two representatives are now elected.  

 This will be my final annual report - and I want to conclude by looking 

forward.   The forthcoming interregnum means that Wardens and PCC 

have a particular responsibility in steering the direction of the church ,  

including amongst other things,   determining the type of person you feel 

God would want to serve as next incumbent.    Inevitably it's a 

challenging time for you but it's also I hope a positive and exciting 

time, and I trust you won't feel constrained by the old notion that 

'nothing must change before the next 

Rector arrives‟!  These coming months provide a good opportunity to 

reflect on what St Mary's is in business for - what you are engaged in 

sustaining and encouraging.  So a few thoughts on the nature of' 

Church' : 

'Living God's Love' incorporates 3 strands: 1
st
 - 'Going deeper into God';   

then 'Transforming Communities'; and ' Making New Disciples'.  In other 

words the church is about growing in faith in order to make a difference to 

others. The Gospel invites us to share in a two stage process - we meet to 

grow in Gods love so that we have more of that love to share with others. 

The word for 'Church' (ecclesia) originally meant those followers of Jesus 

'called together' - as in Acts 2. 44.. 'they spent much time together in the 

Temple.... breaking bread ... .and praising God', but when we read on through 
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the New Testament we find a great emphasis on what Christians were doing 

'out there' dispersed in the world, making new disciples and transforming 

communities.  

So the Christian life from inception has been a process - an ebb and flow - 

coming together to worship - to grow deeper into God by His Spirit and to 

encourage one another; and then going out to build His Kingdom and to be 

light and salt and yeast for others' sakes.  One church has painted on the nave 

side of chancel arch - 'Come unto me all ye that labour and are heavy laden'  

and then on the sanctuary side, visible only when coming back from the 

altar : ' Go into all the world and make disciples of all nations'. It is not for me 

to determine what direction things should take once Sandra and I have 

said farewell, but with a little while to go I would like to underline this 

fundamental feature of what every church is called to be - and the need for 

her people to hold in balance this two stage process - coming together so 

that we may then go out to be Gods people for the sake of the world he loves. 

 

With every blessing for the years to come 

In His Name 

John 

______________________________________________________________ 
Dora Pontin – a postscript. 

Very shortly before her death, Dora phoned me and said she had something she 

wanted to dispose of.  Thinking this would be some kind of Freecycle item, I called 

round, and John Pontin showed me a full size electric organ, with all the bells and 

whistles.  I thought that before I put it into The Messenger, I would see if St 

Mary‟s could make use of it. 

Very sadly, before that could be taken any further, Dora died and John had too 

much else to be concerned with.  However, in the meantime John & Sandra Harper 

decided that the organ, with its rhythm and instrumental options, would be just the 

thing to accompany the singing at Family Services, so when John‟s niece Jackie let 

us know that he would be glad to have it taken away, we were ready to go.  On 30
th

 

March I rendezvoused with John Harper and Mick Trundle with his Landrover and 

trailer and the three of us safely achieved the “organ transplant”!  

It is cheering to know that this generous gift of Dora‟s has found a good home and 

will remind us of her whenever it is used.      Dick Bulley 
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SEAFOOD JAMBALAYA                                    MAY 2011 
 

 

Ingredients: 

 

1 red pepper 

1 tsp. cayenne pepper 

1 onion, chopped 

0.2 ltr. vegetable oil 

2 pcs. garlic cloves 

100 gr. French beans, halves 

2 tsp paprika powder 

100 gr. frozen peas 

150 gr. rice cooked 

30 gr. chopped parsley 

100 gr. chopped carrots 

100 gr. chopped tomatoes 

100 gr. tiger prawns 

100 gr. mussels 

100 gr. squid rings 

     

 

METHOD 
1) Heat olive oil in a large frying pan. 

2) Sauté first the seafood, take out of the frying pan and put on 

plate. 

3) Then, sauté all vegetables and seasoning with the herbs. 

4) When the vegetables are soft add the rice and the seafood to 

the frying pan and re-heat. 

5) Garnish with chopped parsley and serve. 

 
Recipes are kindly supplied each month by Brenda Putwain 
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GARDEN TIPS FOR MAY 
(With acknowledgements to the RHS) 

 

 Take action to protect plants if night frosts are forecast 

 Water plants that need it regularly. 

 Prune spring-flowering shrubs that have finished flowering. 

 Take softwood cuttings of shrubs. 

 Lightly trim box and other formal hedging. 

 Prune Clematis montana after flowering. 

 Take cuttings from herbaceous perennials. 

 Cut back and divide spring-flowering perennials. 

 Plant out dahlias at the end of the month. 

 Protect young plants from slugs. 

 Clear out spring bedding and begin hardening off summer bedding 

plants. 

 Thin out annuals and vegetables sown outdoors earlier. 

 Feed fish regularly and give a special aquatic fertiliser to water plants. 

 Feed and weed lawns to encourage growth as well as mowing regularly. 

 Sow and plant out tender vegetables at the end of the month. 

 Protect crops from carrot fly. 

 Continue successional sowing vegetables. 

 Remove all frost protection from fruit trees and start pruning trained 

plums and cherries. 

 Move tender plants in pots outside for summer 

 Ventilate greenhouses and conservatories and think about permanent 

shading for summer 
 

LAST CHANCE 

 Sow or turf new lawns before it gets too dry. 

 Finish planting evergreen shrubs. 

 

GET AHEAD 

 Sow biennials for next year‟s spring bedding plants. 

 Inspect plants regularly for signs of pests and diseases, and nip potential 

problems in the bud. 
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A very Happy Birthday to those of you 

celebrating birthdays in May 

 

Summer Bridger who will be 5 on the 1st 

Grace Finedon who will be 3 on the 3rd 

Joseph Daniel who will be 13 on the 3rd 

Annabelle Fox who will be 14 on the 4th 

Laura Stock who will be 10 on the 4th 

Ryan Turner who will be 8 on the 5th  

Samuel Boggon who will be 11 on the 7th 

Sasa Kovacs who will be 11 on the 8th 

Louisa Steeley who will be 15 on the 9th 

Harrison Isaac who will be 5 on the 10th 

Frank Donachie who will be 12 on the 10th 

Michael Bull who will be 12 on the 11th 

Adam Palmer who will be 10 on the 12th 

Sophie Palmer who will be 10 on the 17th 

Alfie Harris who will be 3 on the 17th  

Isabella Lambley who will be 8 on the 17th 

James Parrott who will be 11 on the 18th 

Darcey Sheppard who will be 10 on the 19th  

Lily Hefford who will be 3 on the 21st  

Rees Davies who will be 6 on the 23rd 

Bryony Lowden who will be 11 on the 23rd  

Chloe Thorne who will be 9 on the 23rd 
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If you are under 16 and would like your name added to 

the birthday page, please call Louise Hutson on 814148  

or email at louhuts@btconnect.com 

 

 

 
 

THE MEPPERSHALL MESSENGER 
 
CONTRIBUTIONS 
 
The editor welcomes contributions to the Messenger, whether as letters, articles or notices.  
Contributions should preferably be as attachments to e-mail but hand written contributions 
may be sent by post, left at the Editor‟s address below or in the folder kept at the Village 
Stores.  Contributions should run to not more than one A5 page (except by prior arrangement) 
and should be received by the Editor not later than the 12

th
 of the month for publication at the 

end of that month.   Contributions received after the deadline may be held over. 
 
DISCLAIMER 
 
The Editor reserves the right to omit or alter any advertisement or article and to change the 
content, format or issue date of the magazine without prior notice.  The Editor cannot be held 
responsible for the factual correctness of, or for any libellous comment or statement made in 
any advertisement, article or other contribution published in this magazine.  Every effort will be 
made to avoid any deliberate attempt to mislead or otherwise cause harm or damage to any 
person or persons by any advertisement, article or any other contribution published in this 
magazine. 
 
THE TEAM 
 

Editor Dick Bulley 116  Shefford Road 815114 
   E-mail: richard.bulley@btinternet.com 

Youth Editor Brigid Holmes   
Advertising 
Manager 

Christine Elbourne 5  St. Mary‟s Place   817409 
Email: mail@elbourne.co.uk 

Distribution 
Manager 

Colette House 90  Fildyke Road   815585 
Email: colettehouse@gmail.com 

Treasurer John Thompson 16  Brookmead  812983 
   Email: jthompson244@btinternet.com 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:louhuts@btconnect.com
mailto:richard.bulley@btinternet.com
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Collating Dates for your diaries 

2011 2011 

May 31 Tuesday November 28 Double 

June 27  December No  

July 25 Double Jan 2012 30  

August No  February 27  

September 26  March 26  

October 31  April 23  

 


