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EDITORIAL 
 

Spring continues to be with us (no snow here by mid 
April!) and everything in the garden is lovely – 
actually, it is – the hosepipe ban has not yet had 
much effect. 
 
And in the Messenger everything is pretty good too.  
We had an excellent AGM, the best bit of which was 
that we recruited another 5 people to share in the printing.  This will bring huge 
relief to the hard pressed duo of Phyl Kidger and Beverley Aberdein who have 
managed manfully up to now. 
I was also delighted to welcome Enid Pamment – familiar to readers as the author 
of our Shefford Leisure group item – on to the Messenger Committee where she 
will be joined by David Turner as well as the twin pillars of Colette House and John 
Thompson.  Precise allocation of responsibilities must await the first meeting of 
the expanded Committee, but current thinking is that Enid will take on co-
ordination of Production while David shares the Editorial load. 
 
This issue of The Messenger sees the 40th piece on Roger’s Bees and on Shefford 
Leisure Group – well done and thank you to Roger and to Enid for a magnificent 
effort which, thankfully, is continuing.  And Jon Ingarfil has notched up 30 pieces 
this month: The Messenger is incredibly lucky to have such volunteer 
contributors.  This issue also sees the end (for a while) of Albane Lester’s Business 
Advice page.  This page has been a major contribution to the quality of our 
content mix, and I look forward to Albane being able to resume it in due course.  
But, as one door closes……Wayne Allen’s Bike Shed opens!  Welcome aboard!  
Also welcome is the first winner of our prize crossword – Colin Brooks.  Don’t miss 
crossword number 2 on page 31.  And no less welcome is Viv Harvey who will be 
writing topical Meppershall Gardening tips on behalf of the MGC. 
 
We are planning to make our June issue an Olympic and Jubilee Special.  Do you 
have memories or mementos of the 1948 “Austerity Olympics”, or of the Queen’s 
accession in 1952?  Personally I remember it quite well because it was my sister’s 
8th birthday, and my Mum wondered if she ought to cancel the planned party out 
of respect for the late King.  Fortunately family values prevailed!  Please contact 
me with your memories and/or pictures. 

 

Dick Bulley 
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LETTERS 

 
A letter from Somerset! 
Dear Richard 
I am writing to you in your role as editor of the Meppershall Messenger - it 
was suggested that I should write this letter to you for possible inclusion 
on your letters page if you feel it is appropriate? 
Recently my friend and I spent a memorable weekend in your lovely 
village. We had been invited down by a friend who lives in the village to go 
to see Kenny Ball and his Jazzmen - the night will stay with us for a long 
time. The village church was the perfect setting for such a happy group of 
people - band and audience alike! Over the two days we enjoyed some 
lovely walks around the village and the sun shone on the spectacular 
countryside. Unfortunately there was something else which stayed with 
me when we got home- on our last walk up a hill (I have forgotten the 
name of it) we followed a trail of dog mess which was dropped at regular 
intervals along the side of the path and only yards from the bin put there 
for responsible dog owners to use appropriately. Shame on you 
Meppershall resident whoever you are!! 
 
Doreen Grant 
Letter from Emily Kinch 
Clive Lawrence. 

 

Who remembers Clive?  He was born in 
Hoo Road but his family moved to 
Crackle Hill when he was only 4.  It was 
quite a large family: parents Albert and 
Dorothy; sisters Tina and Linda and 
Clive’s twin sister Kay.  Clive now suffers 
from dementia and has lived in 
residential homes for some time, but he 
recently revisited Meppershall and was 

very pleased to see the places he remembers: he fondly remembers 
playing football on Fosters Field!  When he lived in Meppershall he knew 
Michael & David Bond, Richard & Patsy Head and Susan Tiffen.    
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If any of them read this, or if anyone else who remembers Clive would like 
to get in touch, the Editor will be glad to forward letters to him.  Many 
thanks to Emily Kinch, the activities organiser of the home where he lives, 
and to Jean Holden who saw them in the Village and suggested they get in 
touch with The Messenger. 
 
Letter from Karen Long 
I would like to take this opportunity to extend an invitation to any senior 
members of the community to join the Evergreens (Thursday afternoon 
tea club). The Evergreens previously met in the village hall for a get 
together - a chance to see old friends and new.  After a while they were in 
search of new premises and Jenny from The Sugar Loaf kindly stepped in 
and offered the lounge bar as the new meeting place.  The Evergreens had 
previously been organised by Pat Bass from the village. You may be aware 
that Pat retired and was looking for a volunteer to take over. I have now 
stepped in and I am just reminding our senior villagers that the club is still 
meeting.  
We get together every other Thursday in The Sugar Loaf from 2.15pm to 
around 4 pm. Jenny kindly puts on some sandwiches and cake and keeps 
the tea flowing.  Our members like to have a game of cards and have a 
general natter.  We also put on a small raffle.  Some of our members are 
old school friends and love to have a get together and catch up. We have 
some new members this year and would like to invite old and new 
members of the village to join us.  Any members who are unable to get 
there under their own steam are collected and taken home again; we 
would welcome any assistance with this. Can I take this opportunity to say 
thank you for the kind donation of chocolates for the raffle from one of 
Jenny’s locals. 
Please feel free to give me a call or just pop in for a cuppa (01462 850182 
mobile 07986810588). 

Karen Long 
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Letter from Paula Hayes 
Hardly Athletic Badminton Club meets every Wednesday at The 
Bloomfield School New Sports Hall from 2000 - 2200 and would like to 
warmly invite parishioners to join us for a game.   
We are a Community Badminton Club established for around 3 years now 
and do not make any profit. It is just a fun way of keeping fit and very easy 
going and friendly.  We mainly play doubles and operate a named peg 
system so that the games are varied and exciting. It is very much an easy 
going fun and welcoming atmosphere with mixed ages, abilities and 
fitness levels. There is an equal proportion of men to women playing and 
quite often the women outskill the men and win the games.  
At this time of year we are fairly busy and able to covers costs, but 
through the summer holidays and in the run up to Christmas numbers can 
be low which is why new members would be so welcome.  It would be 
great to build up some surplus funds too which could be donated back to 
worthwhile local causes.  I am pleased to say that the cost has remained at 
£4 per player from the outset and it is my aim to remain an inflation 
busting club. We do not currently enter any competitions and are 
independent of any badminton organisations.  It is just a fun way of 
keeping healthy and socialising. 

See their advert on page34.  Ed. 
Letter from Joan Wood 
I would like to say Thank You to all my neighbours and everyone who has 
been so kind to me since I fell and broke my wrist while delivering The 
Messenger; especially to Barbara and Maurice because without their help 
with shopping and transport I could not have coped.  Thank you also Dick 
for the flowers you brought me: they were lovely and lasted such a long 
time.  I am looking forward to the 11th, when the plaster should be off. 

Joan. 
The least we could do for an injury in the line of duty! – Ed 

Letter from Brian Bellamy 
We would like to express our thanks to our friends and everyone who is 
helping, and offering help at this time whilst Brian is unwell.   One doesn't 
realise just how much kindness and caring exists in our village, and we are 
truly grateful.  

Brian and Dorothy Bellamy 
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MEPPERSHALL NEWS IN BRIEF 
 
ATM PIN Number Reversal - Good to Know!!  
Or would have been, if it had been true!  We are very sorry to have to say that 
this item turned out to be a hoax, but we printed it in all good faith.  This has 
been confirmed by the Police and by Crimestoppers.  Thanks also to the lady who 
wrote in to say that she had worked in a bank for many years and had never 
heard of the arrangement. 

 
Crime does not pay, as a man from Slough discovered when in March he was 

sentenced to 4 years in prison for stealing a top-of-the range Landrover from 
Fildyke Close in August last year.  He had responded to an advert, but had pushed 
the seller to the ground, jumped into the car and driven it away.  The law caught 
up with him in November. 
 

Reminder: Meppershall Litter Pick Saturday 19th May @ 10am.  Meet at St 

Mary's Church car park.  Refuse sacks and latex protective gloves provided. 
Refreshments will be made available. 
This event is sponsored by St Mary's Church. 
 
Dog Fouling – is this your dog?  

 

A concerned reader snapped this 
picture of an unaccompanied spaniel 
on the path to Crackle Hill on 6th 
April at 12.50 hrs.  There was fresh 
evidence that the dog had just 
contributed to the village problem 
that was even noticed by visitors. 
(see letter from Doreen Grant). If 
this is your dog, will you please act 
like a responsible citizen and clear 
up after it! 

Anyone for Tennis? 
Have you ever watched Wimbledon and felt inspired to pick up a racket but then 
never get around to it?  Or maybe you played when you were younger.  In which 
case, the ‘Get back into tennis’ scheme has been designed for you. 
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Many local people completed a ‘Get Back into…’ course at Langford Tennis Club 
last year.  Cindy Pike said the course, “Did exactly what I wanted – I now feel 
confident enough to go along to club sessions.”  Like Cindy, the other players are 
likely to continue their tennis at Langford.  Ian Clark, who picked-up a racquet 
for the first time in 5 years, agrees that, “It was very enjoyable and relaxed. 
Justin is an excellent coach and made it very easy to get back into.”  This is part 
of a larger lottery funded programme to get adults and young people aged 14+ 
into sport for a healthier life-style, and therefore is subsidised.  We are just 
about to start another course, so please do get in touch 
We are your local tennis club and we would like more members from 
surrounding villages to join us for fun and competitive tennis.  We offer junior 
and adult coaching for all levels (in groups and one-to-one) and have an ex-
professional player as coach, Justin Layne.  As well as coaching there are 
Wednesday evening and Saturday club afternoons for adults and we run several 
men’s, women’s and mixed teams in local leagues. 
The courts and clubhouse exterior were re-furbished last year so we have 
excellent facilities, not to mention a friendly atmosphere.  There is no joining 
fee, new juniors are only £32 for a whole year of play and new adults £74, there 
are also family rates. 
If you are interested, please come down to a club evening/afternoon at the 
Playing Field in the middle of Langford to meet us, or visit 
www.langfordtennisclub.org.uk or contact Paul Metcalfe on 07766 578 275 or at 
pauln.metcalfe@ntlworld.com 
 

Meppershall Brownies 
This month we finished our stargazer badge with our visit to the observatory at 
Standalone Farm in Letchworth.  We were lucky enough to have a nice clear sky 
and saw Jupiter with its two moons.  We also saw Mars and Venus and lots of 
stars.  We then had hot chocolate and marshmallows to warm us up. 
For our last meeting before Easter we had an Easter bunny drive, and invited 
mums and dads, brothers and sisters.  We also had a trip to the Easter pantomime 
at the Grove Theatre to watch Humpty Dumpty and the Magic Egg. 
We are looking forward to next term where we will be doing lots of activities to 
celebrate the Queen’s diamond jubilee, and hopefully be able to have fun outside 
now the nights are lighter and hopefully warmer! 
  

http://www.langfordtennisclub.org.uk/
mailto:pauln.metcalfe@ntlworld.com
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THE BIKE SHED 
By Wayne Allen 
 
Over the past few years we have had the opportunity and privilege to support the 
Meppershall Summer Fair displaying our motorcycles along with other enthusiast 
from the village and surrounding areas. The most rewarding aspect of the display 
stand was the variety of bikes we managed to assemble. This brings me to a point 
relating to the diversity of the biking world. We displayed bikes by Harley 
Davidson, Yamaha, BSA, Kawasaki, D.O.T, Honda, Suzuki, Norton and Triumph, 
each with their own unique history. We received some great interest from visitors 
to the stand, both young and old, who were proud to relate their stories of biking 
past. We also gained great knowledge and appreciation of the skills and 
engineering services available on our door step that will bode well for the future 
preservation of these machines.   
 
At last year’s show we had the opportunity to ride the bikes in the parade ring 
which brings the display to life. We will be attending this year’s show with what I 
hope will be our biggest display yet. My son Sean is hoping to complete his latest 
restoration project (his 3rd Yamaha) not only for display here but one week later 
for the Festival of 1000 bikes at Mallory Park were we will parade them on the 
track. No pressure then! More details on this restoration in a future article.  
 
For any of those who would like to display their motorcycles this year please feel 
free to email me the details of your bike to: 
goose1100@yahoo.co.uk. 
 

 

 
 
This is one of 
Wayne’s prize 
pieces: a Harley 
Davidson “Fatboy” 
 
I am learning!  Ed. 

mailto:goose1100@yahoo.co.uk
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Meppershall Bakery Bees by Roger 
 
May is the start of the swarm season, but some beekeepers have reported 
swarms already. I have 2 very strong colonies and 2 not so strong.  I have 
ordered 2 new colonies to boost the size of our apiary; these should be 
with us by the end of April. They are expensive but are strong colonies and 
good honey producers and good tempered, which will make a change! I 
will also be increasing my own bee stock in June and hope to have strong 
colonies by the end of the season; hopefully this will see off the wasps in 
August. 
 
The method of swarm control I use is called “The artificial swarm 
method”, which works well.  I split the colony in 2 and the bees think the 
queen has gone off to swarm, so they make a new queen. The new queen 
takes about 4 weeks from hatching to laying her first egg. She has to go 
out of the hive to be mated but the workers are still bringing in honey. So 
with this method we do not lose time in honey production and we end up 
with an extra colony. It works well for me.  Last year we picked up 3 
swarms and 2 found us. This was a bit of luck and it is one of our strong 
colonies this year. 
 
Despite their rather awesome appearance, swarms are not dangerous. 
That’s because honey bees are defensive only in the vicinity of their nest. 
They need this defensive behaviour to protect their brood and food 
supply. But a swarm of honey bees has neither young nor food and is 
usually very gentle. When we place the bees in their new home they will 
draw comb quickly because they arrive loaded with honey. In a week we 
check the hive and see how the bees are doing.  If we see eggs, then we 
know the queen is already working. We keep an eye on the swarm to see 
if it is in good health. Most swarms these days are healthy, because they 
come from apiaries locally, and local beekeepers who have kept them 
healthy. A swarm is a good boost to the apiary if we get one early. “A 
swarm of bees in May is worth a load of hay; a swarm of bees in June is 
worth a silver spoon; a swarm in July isn’t worth a fly”. 
Honey available at Rogers Bakery - see you there. 
This is Roger’s 40th piece.  Well done and thank you so much – Ed  
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Meppershall C of E  
VA Lower School 
‘An outstanding Church  
of England School’ 
June 2008 and December 2010 
 

School Report- May 2012 
 

Easter Riddles 
At our Easter service on March 28th the children in Willows class had written some 
fantastic Easter riddles which we would like to share with you. 
 
What am I? 
I am as yellow as the smiley sun. 
I am as orange as crunchy carrots. 
I am as fluffy as a soft cloud. 
I am as cute as a tiny kitten. 
What am I? 
 
What am I? 
I am as sweet as caramel. 
I am as round as an oval. 
I am as chocolaty as a chocolate bunny. 
I am as hollow as a bowl. 
What am I? 
 
What am I? 
I am as beautiful as a butterfly. 
I am as yellow as a little chick. 
I smell like butter. Mmmm 
What am I? 
 
What am I? 
I am as tall as a skyscraper. 
I am as brown as a muddy stick. 
I am as sad as a frown. 
I am as scary as thunder. Boom! 
What am I?  
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Who am I? 
I am as powerful as God. 
I am as good as gold. 
I am as magical as a magician. 
I am more caring than anyone in the whole universe! 
Who am I? 
 
I’m sure you will know the answers but just in case: 
 
An Easter chick 
An Easter egg 
A daffodil 
The cross 
JESUS!  
 
We hope you had a blessed Easter and that the spring weather is finally here. 

 
Lyn Fairweather 

Headteacher 

 
The Governors of Meppershall VA Lower School, 

107 High Street, 
Meppershall, 

SG17 5LZ 
Tel: 01462 813293 

 
Due to the retirement of the current Clerk, the Governors of Meppershall VA 
Lower School are looking to recruit a Clerk to the Governing Body for September 
2012. 
The Clerk to the Governors works effectively with the Chair of Governors, 
Headteacher and other Governors providing administrative support. This includes 
preparing papers and acting as minute clerk at full Governors’ meetings and at 
committee meetings.     Training will be provided. 
A job description and application form is available from the school. 

 
Please contact Christine Bartlett, Chair of Governors, via the school for further 
details. 
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Meppershall Parish Council Report 
 
This report is for the latest meeting of the Parish Council which was held at 
Meppershall Village Hall on Monday 16th April 2012. 
A crime incident report for March had been received and it showed 5 reported 
crimes in the month. Three were from garage/out-houses: two being successful 
with the loss of a generator from one where the unsuccessful attempt was made 
later, and tools from the other. There was one theft from a vehicle where a rear 
window was smashed and a stereo was taken, and a house burglary where 
various items were stolen while the owners were away.  
Cllr Lew Birt informed the Council that Central Beds were spending a great deal of 
time on Child Care and Education matters.  With many schools going for Academy 
status the Council were accessing the impact on what resources were required for 
what was a diminishing workload. 
 
Planning & Housing (spokesman Cllr. Peter Chapman) 
Recent Applications:-  

 None. 

Applications pending:- 

 12 Shefford Road, Pitched roof to the side porch – no objections 

 Meppershall Lower School, new glazed entrance lobby – no objections 

Recent Approvals:- 

 47 Orchard Close, erection of a rear single storey extension. 

 37 Fildyke Road, land change of use from paddock to garden. 

 26 Shefford Road, erection of detached dwelling. 

 
Parishioners may have noticed that trenches have been dug across all the land 
behind the Village Hall which has been identified for possible development. 
These trenches have been dug so that an archaeological survey can be 
undertaken and are standard practice. (Sorry I do not think the Time Team will 
be interested!)  As far as proposals for the development are concerned, they are 
still being worked on and are changing regularly.  When there is something firm 
to show Parishioners that will be done by way of an exhibition in the Village 
Hall, where all comments and concerns can be raised. 
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Highways & Lighting (spokesman Cllr. Roger Bryant) 
The signs for the crossing points of the path to Shefford have now been ordered 
by Central Beds Highways and will be erected as soon as they are received. 
 
Environment & Leisure (spokesman Cllr. Paul Merryweather) 
The contract to install the new seats and litter bins in Old Road Meadow and on 
Fosters’ Field is about to be let.  
 
Old Road Meadow 
The old allotment land has been seeded with grass and some trees pruned and 
the annual cut will take place within the next month. 
 
Allotment Land 
There are still some allotments available for rent. If any Parishioner requires an 
allotment, will they please contact the Clerk as soon as possible. 
 
The next Parish Council meetings will be held on Monday 14th May 2012 and 
Monday 11th June 2012 at Meppershall Village Hall both commencing at 7.45pm. 
 
My three year term as Chairman ends at the start of the May meeting so the new 
Chairman will take over writing these notes. Thanks to the numerous Parishioners 
who have asked questions or passed comment on these notes as it is rewarding to 
know they are read. 
 

Peter Chapman - Chairman of Meppershall Parish Council 
 
 
Peter is too modest to record that Councillors thanked him sincerely for his efforts 
and his leadership over those three years.  I thank him especially for his efforts to 
meet The Messenger deadlines. - Ed 
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YOUR SHOUT 
 with Trevor Thorley 
 

  

 
THERE’S ‘SPRING’ IN THEIR STEPS:  When this issue of the 
Meppershall Messenger comes out, three ladies from Meppershall 
will have completed their marathon challenges. Through the last 
few months of snow, hail, wind, rain and a bit of sunshine, they 
have pounded the roads of Meppershall and surrounding villages in 
hours of gruelling training as they prepared for what was to come, 
along the way, they each had goals for which they have sought 
sponsorship. 

VIVIENNE THORNE and KAREN LUCAS will be battling it out on the 
London Marathon on April 22 to raise much needed cash for two 
very worthwhile charities. Vivienne has joined Team PB, which is 
raising money for The Prostate Cancer charity, and Breast Cancer 
Care. The aim of Team PB is to reach £1 million. Vivienne’s dad sadly 
died in December 2011 so she has a real goal in her sights as she 
runs in tribute to him. One in every nine women will develop breast 
cancer at some time in their lives the most common ages being 
between 34 and 54. 

CMA (Cardiomyopathy Association) Cardiomyopathy is a heart 
muscle disease that is the number one cause of sudden death in the 
under 35’s and is often inherited. Karen has found out recently that 
she too has developed a form of the disease but that hasn’t stopped 
her taking part in this event. Sadly, she has recently lost two people 
close to her, which has made her even more determined. 

If you wish to support Vivienne or Karen, you can still donate online: 
for Vivienne it is  

http://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/viviennethorne 
and for Karen http://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/karenlucas  

http://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/viviennethorne
http://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/karenlucas
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On April 29 GILLIAN MARSHALL-DAVIES will be taking part in the 
Milton Keynes Marathon. Gillian suffered a nasty injury in the early 
part of this year, but she has fought through the pain and all that 
the weather could throw at her to be able to take part on April 29, 
on her birthday too!  Gillian is hoping to raise lots of money for 
Diabetes UK. This is a disease which is in her family and is a disease 
which her daughter developed when she was aged 4 - she is now 
aged 6. This has given Gillian great motivation to grit her teeth and 
get on with the task of competing and completing the course. You 
can help Gillian and her charity by contacting her on 
gillianmd@hotmail.co.uk 

TIME FOR REFLECTION: On one of the days when we were looking 
after our granddaughter, her father came to collect her at the end 
of the day and immediately detected a smell of gas. It was on one 
day at the end of March when it was sunny and hot and we had the 
back door open and had not noticed this ourselves. We contacted 
National Grid immediately, and a fitter was here in twenty minutes 
and he too detected gas on his way down the drive. All outlets were 
turned off and it was suspected that there was a leak from the 
cooker although all its controls were in the OFF position. We 
shivered through the night until everything had been checked and 
re-connected the following day… the cooker was the culprit and was 
condemned, so we purchased another cooker immediately rather 
than risk a repair. The scary thing is that if there had been a spark 
when the gas was oozing out, one wonders what might have been, 
particularly as there was a serious incident culminating with a 
severe explosion in Clacton a week later!! 

 
 

REMEMBER IT IS YOUR SHOUT  
Call Trevor on 01462 813357 or email: 
trevor.thorley1@btinternet.com  

mailto:gillianmd@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:trevor.thorley1@btinternet.com
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SHEFFORD LEISURE GROUP 
 
By Enid Pamment 

 

 
Our trip to Thriplow and the daffodil weekend was certainly marred by the 
awful weather but this had also delayed the opening of the daffodils.  We 
felt for our members who braved the elements and the organisers who 
had put such enormous effort into planning the weekend.  We enjoyed 
the day purchasing garden produce and watching all the activities laid on 
for us. 
 
Our ‘Get Together’ held at the Memorial Hall, Shefford, went with a swing, 
with entertainment, fun, food and laughter.  As usual the buffet was 
superb.  Alan Fordham provided the entertainment and gave a great 
performance.  The tombola raised £148.00 towards next year’s target for 
the children’s hospice.  Martin Randall from Keech Hospice Care for 
Children collected our cheque for £750.00 to which everyone had so 
generously donated.  Martin visited all the tables and chatted to everyone. 
 
Our forthcoming visit to Buckinghamshire Chilterns on the 17th April will 
be reported on in the June issue of the ‘Messenger’. 
 

Forthcoming Events 2012 (Kindly telephone for details) 

 
River Thames & Greenwich Naval College. Thursday 17th May 

Southend Air Show Sunday 27th May 

National Memorial Arboretum, Staffs. Wednesday 20th June 

Cambridge River Cruise with Lunch Thursday 26th July 

Buckingham Palace + Kenwood House Thursday 2nd August 

River Boat Cruise(inc lunch & cream tea) Tuesday 21st  August 

Calendar Girls RAH (for Leukaemia) Sunday 7th October 

Thursford Christmas Spectacular Friday 30
th

 November 
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Holidays 
 

Images of Poland (Krakow). Flying from 
Stanstead 

3rd- 8th June 

Chatsworth & The Peak District –Novotel 
Nottingham 

10th – 13th August 

Warners – Hayling Island (Hotel 
Accommodation) 

1st – 5th October 

Kindly telephone for more details of any of 
the above.  Bookings now being taken 

 

 

London shows currently available (arranged by Stevenage Group Travel) are:  
 
Matinees – Leaving Shefford at 11am – price includes coach: 
Singing in the Rain - Wednesday 9th May. - Palace Theatre – Stalls Seats -  New 
Production. 
Wizard of Oz – Wednesday 1st  August 

Sweeny Todd – Wednesday 22
nd

 August 

Evening performances, leaving Shefford at 4.15 pm: 
Les Miserables – Wednesday 9th May – Queens Theatre – Dress Circle 
Matilda, The Musical – Thursday 10th May 
Wizard of Oz - Wednesday 11th July 
Singing in the Rain – Wednesday 1st August 
 
For all holidays which include hotel accommodation, Shefford Leisure Group acts as an 
agent for the Tour Operator, their terms and conditions apply. 
 
Shefford Leisure Group is open to everyone in the local community who feels they would like 
to join us on our ventures and see places they would not see under their own steam.  We 
are always happy to meet new friends. 
 
Raffles are held and all the proceeds are for Keech Hospice Care for Children.  For further 
information regarding dates, prices and availability or to receive our monthly newsletter, 
please contact Enid on 01462 851397 or e-mail Enidpamment@aol.com. 
 

Enid Pamment – Shefford Leisure Group 
  

mailto:Enidpamment@aol.com
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Financial News Update       with Jon Ingarfill 
 

In my last piece I speculated on some of the things that might be in this year’s 
budget. Well that’s all behind us now, and to be honest it was a pretty 
uneventful affair, but given how little there was to play with, perhaps that 
was only to be expected. The only thing to provoke any real reaction was the 
so-called ‘Granny tax’….its impact will not be felt for some time as it affects 
future increases in allowances rather than income now. Not that you would 
believe that to read and listen to the media. In some respects it shows how 
little else there was to get excited about!  
 
On a wider scale it is part of a much larger exercise to try to simplify what is 
the most complex tax regime in the world.  The more complicated something 
is, the more holes there will be in it. Over the years Chancellors have had 
numerous stabs at closing off loopholes, but the problem is that changing one 
thing often has consequences somewhere else in the system. Sometimes 
these consequences are quite unintentional, and they too have to be fixed 
and so it goes on, building layer of complexity upon layer of complexity. 
 
There is a massive piece of work under way with the ‘Office of Tax 
Simplification’ to try to streamline this leviathan of a tax system. There are 
some quite radical ideas being tested, so I think we can expect further 
alignment in years to come. Unfortunately there will always be some who 
benefit from the change and some who do not – that’s inevitable. As I said 
last time, it’s all about collecting the maximum amount of tax possible – and 
as I also said last month, putting taxes up often leads to a fall in the overall 
amount paid because those most affected find ways not to pay it. In our 
complex system, there are a lot of legitimate ways to do this, so making it 
simpler not only removes the loopholes but actually results is a system that is 
easier to administer and collects more tax. 
 
On the markets, the Eurozone continues to exert a downward pressure, and 
keep traders a little edgy. Greece seems to have gone a little quiet (or perhaps 
we’ve just got bored with Greece?), so Spain is now occupying the traders’ 
thoughts. Spain is a much bigger economy than Greece, with vested interests 
of a great many Brits who have either moved there or   
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who have properties there. There is also a lot of trade at stake from cars to 
foodstuffs, to wine and clothing, so Spain is much more important to us to get 
sorted than Greece ever was. 
 
Despite the European gloom some excellent numbers have been quietly 
coming out of both the UK and US in terms of manufacturing output and 
growth. If it wasn’t for the problems in Europe, the UK (and a number of other 
economies) would be pulling out of the mire quite positively. This is the 
downside of lots of nations throwing their lot in together; it can be great in 
good times but in bad times the stronger economies like Germany, Holland, 
and the Scandinavian members are held back by having to ‘drag’ the faltering 
ones along. As an entity Europe is a massive trading partner to us, but there 
are signs that companies here are beginning to diversify to other trading 
nations – the middle, and the far-east in particular.  
 
As I write the ISA season is about over – everyone with savings should ensure 
they have at least up to the maximum in Cash (or Mini-) ISA’s. I know interest 
rates are pretty dreadful, but at least make sure you are not paying tax on the 
little you do get! Beyond that, for the more adventurous, there are the 
Investment backed (or Stocks and Shares) ISA’s – you can have the same again 
as you have in a cash ISA’s or put it all into one Maxi-ISA. The new limit is 
£11,340, or £5,670 for Cash and Mini-ISA’s. One thing that isn’t widely known 
is that you can move an accumulation of cash ISA’s into a Stocks and Shares 
one and still keep the ISA advantages. So, if you have built up a sizeable 
amount of Cash ISA’s over the years and are earning very little on them, why 
not consider moving some into an investment ISA to try to get a better 
return? As always make sure you get advice first. 
 

Jon Ingarfill 
Tel: 07870 564115 or email: jon.ingarfill@pocockrutherford.com 
By my count this is the 30th piece from Jon since he started in 2009.  Well done and 
thank you very much.  Ed  
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Polehanger: A Farming Diary 
 
Episode 32 

  

Weather . . . or not 

March was the third warmest on record - outshone only by 1938 and 1957 - the 
Met Office has said. It had an average temperature of 7.7oC, compared with an 
average of 8.0oC in March 1938. It was also the fifth driest and third sunniest 
March, with total precipitation of only 36.4mm (c.1.5in) of rain, and with 156.5 
hours of sunshine across the month.  Records for temperature and rainfall began 
in 1910, while the measurements for sunshine began in 1929. 
As I write, on 5th April, the hosepipe ban comes into force today.  This is the first 
real sign that the general public has received, that the drought situation is getting 
serious. The green of spring and the grey drizzly days (from time to time) conceal 
the overall lack of rainfall over the past 16 months or so. Rainfall from now until 
the autumn would not make up the moisture deficit in the soil. Reservoirs will 
continue to be depleted and crops are likely to be under stress. How that stress 
will affect yield on our Rape crop will become apparent as the spring and summer 
progresses. 
Blackthorn blossom is showing a beautiful sharp white in the hedgerows this 
week.  The last week of March was unseasonably warm with temperatures in the 
20’s (deg. C), but during the first week in April there was significant disruption 
from snow in the Peak District and Pennine areas. It has been pointed out to me 
that this bears out the old saying concerning a ‘Blackthorn Winter’: whenever the 
Blackthorn blossoms there will ‘always’ be a cold spell following. 
 
Rhino; a month in the life of an Oil Seed Rape plant 
If you are sufferer from the effect of Rape pollen you will know that it is already 
starting to flower as I write; and I sympathise!  It grows visibly by the day at this 
time of year.  Fertilizer nutrients are already applied to be available as and when 
the sparse rainfall dissolves them into the soil; and sprays are applied as 
necessary to combat insect and fungal attack.  
 
Elsewhere on (and off) the Farm 
Between 4th and 14th March, immediately after writing last month’s article, I 
visited ‘farming friends’ of ours in Zimbabwe. I say ‘farming friends’ advisedly 
because, as you are probably aware, virtually all farmers have been forcibly   
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evicted and had their farms taken by the government, or agents of the 
government. In spite of their specific financial losses and the chaotic national 
economic situation in the last 12 years or so, our friends, who are practicing 
Christians, have chosen to stay and be involved in training the rural poor in simple 
but effective farming (and spiritual) principles that allow them to grow staple food 
for themselves and their families without government or international aid. The 
principles are based on timeliness, high standards, no waste . . . and a spirit of joy. 
The practical aspects are based around: no ploughing/soil inversion, so that soil 
structure is maintained and resists erosion in heavy rainfall; compost creation as 
fertiliser for seed and food for microbes and worms; very precise planting space 
and depth; mulch used as a ‘carpet’ to minimize soil moisture evaporation and 
provide further soil organic matter. 
The results are outstanding in terms of increased yield in the small rural ‘gardens’. 
Many requests are coming in to teach this in surrounding countries.  
 
Global Issue 
A quote from a new study, called ‘Food 2040’, from the US Grains Council: 
“Because of the sheer size of China’s population, particularly its burgeoning 
middle class, Chinese demand will reshape the global food industry over the next 
20 years” 
In Zimbabwe, as elsewhere in Sub-Saharan Africa, the Chinese are active in a big 
way, procuring mineral and food ‘raw’ materials. They seem to be exhibiting a 
new form of imperialism that suits themselves rather than the local population. 
History repeating itself? 
 
Interesting Statistic(s) 
You may remember the furore that arose last year around the proposed 4000 cow 
dairy unit at Nocton, Lincolnshire - a proposal that was not pursued in the face of 
heavy public opposition. 
In the US there are 800 dairy herds with over 2000 cows. 
 
Michael Foster’s Diary 1962 
W/c 29th April: marking out for setting brussell plants, spraying oats for weeds, 
drilling kale and mangold seed (both for cattle feed). (All 4 crops have not been 
grown at Polehanger for 25 years and are rarely grown in the area today.) 

8th May: Contract dung carting from Henlow to Broom and then spreading. (A 
delightful job!)                                                                Chris Foster, 11th April 2012  
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LIFE ON THE WILD SIDE 
By JEREMY HOLDEN 

 
Rafflesia arnoldii  

 
It is around 1980. The scene is a sitting room along 

Meppershall High Street. David Attenborough (he was yet to be Sir David) 
is crouching in the Bornean rain forest in front of a monstrous flower. At 
almost a metre across, its red petals look like old thin-sliced meat already 
starting to decay. A football-sized globe rests in the centre of the 
pentagram of petals. It has a dark aperture that seems capable of either 
spewing out a face-hugging alien, or perhaps swallowing Attenborough 
whole. Flies drone around the malevolent bloom, attracted by its putrid 
scent, and over their thin buzz Attenborough says a name: ‘Rafflesia’.  
 
Each syllable of the word caught like a rattan barb in my mind. 
Ra/ffle/si/a. I never forgot the name, or the wonder of my introduction to 
this unbelievable flower. The thought of ever seeing one myself seemed so 
impossibly remote I never even entertained the fantasy. Attenborough 
had said that they grew only in the Indonesian rain forest, that it was rare, 
and that it flowered only once in 21 months - the flowers lasting only a 
few days before they start to whither. 
 
Fast forward 14 years. The scene is the Sumatran rain forest. Jeremy 
Holden (also yet to be knighted) crouches in front of a huge circular 
puddle of brown gelatinous matter. To an observer his disappointment 
would have been palpable. The unpleasant-looking jelly was the remains 
of a Rafflesia flower two-weeks past its sell by date. 
 
Attenborough had seen Rafflesia in Borneo, but it also occurs in Sumatra. 
In fact it was first discovered there by Sir Stamford Raffles (founder of 
Singapore) and his botanist companion Joseph Arnold. In honour of the 
pair the plant was named Rafflesia arnoldii, and from that moment on 
became famous as the world’s largest flower. Rafflesia is a parasite, 
growing in the body of a particular jungle vine. It has no leaves - it doesn’t 
need them, because it doesn’t make its own   



 23 

food. Instead it steals all the nourishment it requires from the vine, and as 
a non-paying guest, it lives extravagantly – the pirate of the plant world.  
 
Since my first sight of Rafflesia on television all those years ago, I had 
learned something about it. When I first went to Sumatra I was 
determined to finally see one, although I knew this wouldn’t be easy. The 
encounter with the awful jelly was my first attempt. But I had a second 
chance. Near the expired bloom I found a bud, roughly the size of a large 
cabbage. My local guide informed me that this bud would open in about 
two months. I intended to be in Sumatra that long, so I could return and 
catch this one in bloom.  
 
Fast forward two months. Once again I am sitting in front of a decaying 
Rafflesia. This one is not so far gone. I can still discern the shape, but the 
colour is faded. Instead of putrefying meat, it looks like the sun-dried yak 
meat I was offered to eat once in the Himalayas.  This doesn’t count as 
seeing Rafflesia, and I knew I would have to return and try again.  I didn’t 
know at the time, but I would end up living in Sumatra for almost twelve 
years. During that period I saw many Rafflesias. There are a number of 
smaller species, some very beautiful, and I found three different species 
without ever finding a perfect Rafflesia arnoldii. When my contract in 
Sumatra came to an end I knew this was my last chance. I decided to go to 
the place where they flowered and stay there until I saw one. I hoped it 
wouldn’t take 21 months. Thankfully, I was lucky and found a large 
pregnant-looking bud on the first day. A local villager told me it would 
open in two weeks. I thought it would be sooner and didn’t want to risk 
going anywhere. Every day I travelled into the forest to monitor the bud’s 
progress. On the seventh day it started to open. The next day it was 
perfect. I sat beside it amid the drone of flies and said, ‘Rafflesia’! 
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Business Advice – Time management  

 

As I write this article, the need for work-life balance 
is in sharp focus: in addition to turning into a kids’ 
entertainer for the Easter holiday, I am also 
contending with aging relatives and a poorly 
husband. 
 
How can I find time to run my business in the middle 
of all this? The key is effective time management. 

Planning isn’t a waste of time 

Using time to think and plan is time well-spent. Define your priorities, so 
that you spend time on what truly matters. Carefully assess the duration 
of each task, allowing extra time for the unexpected. Make sure you 
schedule in family time and me-time. Identify influences outside your 
control, such as other people who need to be involved, and ensure you 
communicate your plan with them. Remember what is high on your 
priority list may be very low on theirs. 

If planning is a must, how you plan is a matter of personal choice. If you 
need colour and pictures, don’t hesitate to use lots on your calendar: it 
doesn’t matter if it looks odd to someone else. Decide if diaries, ‘to do’ 
lists or both work better for you. Check up your progress at the end of the 
day if it helps you switch off, or in the morning if it focuses your mind. 
Overall, organise in a way that makes sense to you. 

Prioritise and delegate 

The Italian economist Pareto stated that 80 per cent of the reward comes 
from 20 per cent of the effort. The trick is to identify that valuable 20 per 
cent. What do you spend a lot of time on which yields no result? Usual 
suspects are paperwork, accounts and generally administrative tasks 
which are not your core skills, yet eat up most of your time. 
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I strongly recommend that you shift your mind-set away from DIY: you 
cannot do everything yourself, so learn to delegate or outsource 
everything you can. Yes, it costs money, but you will be earning more by 
doing these elusive profitable 20 per cent tasks. Put another way: do only 
what only you can do. 

Perfection, procrastination and please: the 3 time killers 

Regardless of the nature of your business or your own personality, I can 
guarantee that mastering these key skills will be the greatest way for you 
to free up time. 

Stop being a perfectionist. Of course, it needs to be good enough and even 
a bit more, but what are you really achieving by spending another hour or 
day on this task? 

Stop procrastinating. If you have spent the past day or week filling your 
time with pointless activities, what important task are you actually 
avoiding? You know: that phone call you should have made a week ago, 
that discussion which will only get worse if you delay it? Just do it! 

Learn to say no. Just because someone asks for your help doesn’t mean 
you have to give it. Be ruthless in assessing all requests which are not on 
your priority list. 

On a final note, practising what I preach, I am having to make a tough 
decision and to stop writing these business advice articles for a while, 
because of other pressing constraints. I hope you found them useful. 
I will not be disappearing altogether though: if you need help with your 
business, do not hesitate to contact me. 

Albane Lester 
01462 850518 
albane.quesnot@just-A.co.uk 
your local Business Coaching and Support partner 

Don’t say you don’t have enough time. You have exactly the same number of hours 
per day that were given to Helen Keller, Pasteur, Michelangelo, Mother Teresa, 
Leonardo da Vinci, Thomas Jefferson, and Albert Einstein. H. Jackson Brown  

mailto:albane.quesnot@just-A.co.uk
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THE LUCY PAGES   
By Lucy Standbridge 
Aged 10 
 

 

 
For my page this month, I have interviewed Steve Ansell about his 
time working at Meppershall Stores. 
 
How long have you been working at the Meppershall Stores? 
Just over ten years now 
 
How many other shops do you own? 
I own three others; Henlow, Shillington and Pirton 
 
Are the Meppershall customers the best? 
Of course! 
 
What is the most popular sweet that you sell? 
Probably Mars Bars and Kit Kats 
 
Have you tried all the pick ’n’ mix sweets that you sell? 
Yes 
 
What is your favourite sweet? 
The Dyna Stix 
 
How has the shop changed since you’ve been there? 
I’ve changed it in quite a lot of ways 
 
Are there any plans or changes you would like to make in the 
future? 
We hope to make the shop bigger 
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When I’m older can I have a Saturday job here? 
You have to be 18, but maybe! 

 

 

 

 

 

HOW TO MAKE SURE THAT YOUR EVENT DOES NOT 
CLASH WITH SOMEONE ELSE’S! 

With the invaluable assistance of David Foskett, our Village Webmaster, 
The Messenger has set up a new Diary on the Village Website, already 

reaching forward to the Christmas Panto! 
 

If you are organising some event, you can now check that, in Meppershall, 
there are no clashing events.  There is also space in each entry for some 

information, such as ticket prices and names/numbers to contact, and the 
location connects to a Google map to help people to find you. 

 
To get your event added to the diary, contact the Messenger Editor, and 

do it as early as possible: the web diary goes as far forward as you want it 
to.  This diary is in addition to the two months that we carry in each issue 

of The Messenger. 
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Calendar of Meppershall Events 
May 2012 

Sat, Sun, Mon, 5th 6th  7th    

Shefford Community Flower 
Festival 

10.00am–4.30 pm 
(Sun 12.00-4.30) 

Shefford Methodist 
Church 

   

Monday 14th    

Parish Council Meeting 7.45 pm Village Hall 

   

Saturday 12th    

Police Surgery 09.00 –12.00 noon Shefford Farmers’ 
Market 

Sunday 13th    

R.A.T.S. Novelty Dog Show 11.00 am G&M Growers 

   

Saturday 19th    

Litter Pick 10.00 am St Mary’s car park 

   

Saturday 26th    

Arts &  Crafts Festival 
Music & Lyrics Concert 

2.00 – 5.00 pm 
7.30 pm 

Village Hall 
Village Hall 

June 2012 
Tuesday 5th   

Queen’s Jubilee Thanksgiving 7.00 pm St Mary’s Church 

   

Saturday 9th   

Rod Stewart Tribute Night 8.00 pm - midnight Village hall 

   

Monday 11th    

Parish Council Meeting 7.45 pm Village Hall 

   

Wednesday 27th   

Meppershall Players AGM 7.30 pm Village hall 

   

Saturday 30th   

The Great British Meppershall 
Summer fair 

1.00 – 5.00 pm Fosters Field (behind 
Village Hall) 
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SEE THE CALENDAR ON THE VILLAGE WEBSITE FOR LATER DATES 

 
 

We all had fun at the Easter party – the children enjoyed 
meeting Bertie the bunny, bouncing on the bouncy castle, planting 
sunflowers, finding the eggs on our Easter egg hunt and all of the 
other fun activities! 
 

We are now looking forward to our Diamond Jubilee 
celebrations on Tuesday 29th May (look for posters around the 
village for more information). 
 

We will be holding a soft-toy tombola and children’s book 
stall at the village summer fair.  If you have any good condition soft 
toys or children’s books which you could donate – please bring them 
to the village hall on a Tuesday afternoon between 1:30 and 3pm or 
call Angela on 07947949695 to arrange collection. 
 
If you are a Mum, Dad, Grandma, Granddad, childminder, nanny or 
anyone else looking after a child under 5 years old – come and join 
us on a Tuesday afternoon between 1:30 and 3pm in the village hall.  
We have lots of exciting toys, a separate baby area, craft table, drink 
and biscuit for your child, singing/parachute games – and your first 
session is FREE! 
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PUZZLE PAGES 
SUDOKU PUZZLE – Medium No 2 

 

 
 
The objective is to fill a 9×9 grid with digits so that each column, 
each row, and each of the nine 3×3 sub-grids that compose the grid 
contains all of the digits from 1 to 9 
 
Paul Smith 07715-572362 
 
The Crossword opposite is a PRIZE CROSSOWRD! 
Cut out that page, add your name and phone number and take your 
completed crossword to the PO/Stores.  Closing date Tuesday 8th May.  
Paul himself will collect them and choose the winning entry from a hat!   
See Page 38 for the winner of our first prize 
Solution to the Sudoku on page 38.  Crossword solution next month.  

3 8 4 6

7

2 7

4 5 9

6 7

9 2 4 7 6

5 4 3 1

8 5

9 5
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PRIZE CROSSWORD No. 2 
 

 

Across 

 3 Village near Luton, like a pond plant (6) 
 5 Nursing home offering homes for tiny birds 

(4,4) 
 7 Jolly Baker’s flag? (5,3,10) 
 10 add a p to a road to make a circle (4) 
 11 this Way to the oldest road in Britain (8) 
 13 old planes live here (12) 
 16 country a long way from home (7) 

 
 
 18 strike a river in Shefford (3) 
 19 water vessel (3) 
 20 the other river, over 18 (4) 
 24 snapping noises on elevated land (7,4) 
 25 auction pieces (3) 
 26 you could catch a cold at this garden centre (6) 
 27 Timber for holy sisters? (4,4) 
 

Down 

 1 the River Hiz runs through it (7) 
 2 black and white milk machine, sometimes (3) 
 3 nursing home in Henlow based on citrus 

fruits (5) 
 4 Shed 1 is 812 feet (247m) long, 180 feet 

wide, and 157 feet tall (10) 
 6 poet who died in Shefford (6,10) 
 8 ignoring Hitchin, closest Waitrose (8) 
 9 a very bright place to stay when in Hitchin 

(3,5) 

 
 
 12 Village for old Bob? (11) 
 14 Glue that Hitchin FC are stuck with (8) 
 15 find the White Horse here (8) 
 17 is this solicitor a titled peer of the realm? (5) 
 20 red dog who sometimes drives the Wanderbus 

(3) 
 21 fictional detective living north of Luton (6) 
 22 you need these for Honey (4) 
 23 the first word in this pub in Pirton that could be 

a castle (5) 
 

  

1 2 3

4

5

6

7 8 9

10 11

12 13 14

15

16 17

18 19

20 21 22

23

24

25

26

27
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This is a Ringmaster message from Bedfordshire Police.  Please pass the details of 
this message on to any friends and neighbours. 

There was a garage burglary attempt in High Street, Meppershall between 7:00 
p.m. on the 28th and 5:00 a.m. on the 29th of March.  The offender tried to force 
open the door to the garage but a parked vehicle prevented the door from 
opening.  No property was taken. 
Crime Reference: J D / 1 1 0 8 0 / 2012. 
 
If you have information about any crime or suspicious activity please call the 
Control Room on non-emergency: 101 or Text your message to 07786 200011. 
Alternatively you can contact the independent charity Crimestoppers, 
anonymously, on 0800 555 111, or online at www.crimestoppers-uk.org 
No personal details are taken, information is not traced or recorded and you will 
not go to court. 
 

Police Report for Meppershall 
 

Five crimes occurred in the month of March in the Meppershall area.  1x 
domestic burglary, 3x burglary, other building, (which includes garages) 
and 1 x vehicle crime. 
 
There were no recorded incidents of ASB in the village. 
 
Bedfordshire Police remind all residents to be vigilant.  Keep items locked 
and secure and report any suspicious activities on 101, the new control 
room number.  If you see a crime occurring always dial 999. 

  

http://www.crimestoppers-uk.org/
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Police Armed Response Vehicles (ARVs) 
 
Using his experience as a firearms officer and position as the unit’s Head of 
Collaborative Fleet, Sgt Matt Stein of the Bedfordshire and Hertfordshire Firearms 
Support Unit has worked with Thames Valley Police, Volvo and an engineering 
company, Safeguard, to design and produce a new purpose built load carrier for 
the ARV’s.  The load carrier system will have modular storage for all the 
equipment firearms officers carry and an integral safe for the weapons - all 
stowed in the boot. 
 
As well as Bedfordshire and Hertfordshire, Thames Valley Police and 
Cambridgeshire Constabulary will also use the new carriers.  Not only is the new 
design easier to use, it is Volvo approved and fully compliant with health and 
safety by having the mobile armoury more securely stored in the boot. The 
modular design can be dismantled and re-built into any vehicles likely to be used 
by the Armed Policing Unit – saving each of the four participating forces £30,000 
over the next ten years.    
 
The load carrier system will start appearing very soon as it gets built into the high 
performance diesel Volvo V70 D5’s, which will be gradually coming on line to 
serve as ARV’s across Bedfordshire, Hertfordshire and Thames Valley. These 
forces are part of the Chiltern Transport Consortium who also assisted in the 
design process.  Although Cambridgeshire are currently using Volvos, the other 
forces have a variety of petrol vehicles in use as ARVs and the change to diesel is 
coming to Beds, Herts and Thames Valley to cut both fuel costs and carbon 
footprint. 
 
Not that we have all that much need of ARVs in Meppershall, but I thought this 
was of general interest.     Ed 

 

 
WHO’S WHO IN MEPPERSHALL? 

If you have not updated the entry for your organisation in our 
Who’s Who, you have one final chance. 

We will be publishing the next edition with our June issue of 
The Messenger 
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HHAARRDDLLYY  AATTHHLLEETTIICC  

CCOOMMMMUUNNIITTYY  BBAADDMMIINNTTOONN  CCLLUUBB  
  

‘‘GGEETT  FFIITT  FFOORR  22001122’’  
  

RROOBBEERRTT  BBLLOOOOMMFFIIEELLDD  SSCCHHOOOOLL  SSPPOORRTTSS  HHAALLLL  

  

WWEE  MMEEEETT  EEVVEERRYY  WWEEDDNNEESSDDAAYY  2200::0000  --  2222::0000  

  

AAGGEE  1166  &&  OOVVEERR  

  

££44  PPEERR  SSEESSSSIIOONN  

  

AALLLL  AABBIILLIITTIIEESS  WWEELLCCOOMMEE    

FFOORR  TTHHOOSSEE  WWHHOO  WWAANNTT  AA  BBIITT  OOFF  EEXXEERRCCIISSEE  AANNDD  FFUUNN,,  BBUUTT  NNOOTTHHIINNGG  

TTOOOO  CCOOMMPPEETTIITTIIVVEE..    

  

FFRRIIEENNDDLLYY  AANNDD  RREELLAAXXEEDD  AATTMMOOSSPPHHEERREE..  

  

IINNTTEERREESSTTEEDD??  CCOONNTTAACCTT  DDAAVVIIDD  OONN  0077778899  887788  110011  OORR  EE  MMAAIILL  

PPAAUULLAA..HHAAYYEESS@@TTAALLKKTTAALLKK..NNEETT      
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MAKE MORE USE OF THE MESSENGER 
 
Before now I have expressed disappointment that more people and 
organisations do not seem to think of The Messenger when they 
have something that they want to publicise.  They put cards into the 
windows of the Bakery and the Post Office but they do not think of a 
notice on our Notice Board.  This may be because they think we 
would charge them, but that is not correct: we really want to 
publicise any coming event in the Village and we would treat it as a 
news item, to be included completely free of charge.  Our News in 
Brief item is designed specifically for this kind of news. 
 

We would also like to hear from people who have items to sell: I 
would be happy to create a new section for notices of items for sale 
or wanted. 
 

And we would love to resurrect the FreeCycle column for notices 
from people who have items to give away or are looking for items 
on the same basis. 
 
To get in touch with The Messenger, either to publicise an event or 
with items for sale or to FreeCycle, leave a note in the folder in the 
PO/Stores or contact the Editor by phone or e-mail: contact details 
on the back page.  Please remember that we need some time to put 
the magazine together, so items for inclusion next month should 
reach the Editor by the 12th of the current month. 

 
Dick Bulley, 

Editor. 
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Meppershall Summer 

Fair 

Sat 30
th

 June 2012 

On the field behind the Village Hall SG17 5LX 

1 – 5pm   Free Entry! 

 
This year we are having a Jubilee and Olympics theme. 

Thanks to the kind permission of Chris Foster the fair will be bigger 
than previously and expand onto additional land to the rear of the 

playing field. 
Many of the popular attractions will be returning including 

Scruffts, Children’s Rides, Tug of War, Crafts and many other stalls. 
In addition we will open the fair with an ‘Olympic Torch’  
and activities will include patriotic Cupcake decorating! 

Attractions will include a ‘Mobile Farm’ with an opportunity for 
 a hands on experience with a range of animals. 

Don’t forget to keep the date free! 

 

For further details contact Linda Primett 

 01462 815629   

Meppershal Village Hall  

registered charity number  300052   
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ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI 
CATHOLIC CHURCH 

HIGH STREET SHEFFORD 
 

SATURDAY MASS  6pm RAF HENLOW 
SUNDAY MASSES  9am & 5.15pm AT SHEFFORD 
 

For weekday services and confessions please see notices in the church or 
telephone: 
Parish Priest Canon Noonan on 813436 or  
Parish Secretary Rose Boulton on 811547 or email rosedene@talktalk.net 

 

  

St Mary's Church Meppershall tea towels and mugs for sale! 

 

Did you know that the Village Stores sells mugs and tea towels 

commemorating our beautiful church of St Mary's? Please have a 

look! The quality Linen Union tea towels also show other 

important village institutions (village hall and the school, to 

name a couple) drawn by a local artist.  Both mugs and tea 

towels have the attractive traditional blue colour of St Mary.  

Prices are as follows: 

Linen Union St Mary’s Tea Towels: 1 for £4.50, 2 for £8.00, 3 

for £12.00, 4 for £15.00.  St Mary's mugs: £3.50 each or 3 for 

£10. 

Rest assured that all proceeds from the sale of these items go 

towards church funds. With thanks for your valued support. 

 

mailto:rosedene@talktalk.net
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SOLUTIONS TO PUZZLE  
FROM PAGE 32 

SUDOKU 

 

CROSSWORD 
Solution to Prize crossword No 1 

      

5 3 1 7 8 2 4 6 9

2 7 9 3 4 6 8 1 5

4 6 8 1 9 5 3 2 7

1 4 7 6 5 9 2 8 3

6 5 3 2 1 8 9 7 4

9 8 2 4 3 7 1 5 6

7 9 5 8 2 4 6 3 1

8 1 4 5 6 3 7 9 2

3 2 6 9 7 1 5 4 8

E
1

N G
2

I N E E R S A
3

R M S S
4

R I O
5

W

B
6

E A D L
7

O W R L I

U V U M F
8

D S

L E T
9

O W N F A R M I W S

L N O N V A G

E H
10

O N E Y C
11

A K E B R E A D

Y U L D R

R
12

O B
13

E R
14

T B
15

L O O M F I E L D

E
16

S I E L P N E

T T G D A H N

O G P C
17

H I C K S A N
18

D S

N L O K L U

B
19

A X T E R S H L H
20

A Y N E S

U S T O E S

R W R N W

Y C
21

H A R L E S W E L L S O

D E O O

F
22

O W L E R S W D

The winner of our first £10 
prize was Colin Brooks of 1 
Crackle Hill Road, pulled out 
of the hat by Mick Trunddle, 
no less! 
Congratulations to Colin, who 
has received his prize. 

 

Colin was careful to use local 
answers: thus Town Farm 
garage, (Gravenhurst), not 
Town Hall. 
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We are now only two months away from the Summer Fair on the 30th 
June, and rehearsals for our arena piece are well underway. We all have 
our fingers crossed for a lovely sunny day with a light breeze (last year was 
a little bit too breezy)  
The Players A.G.M is on Wed 27th June at 7.30pm.  Everyone is welcome. 
No-one has yet come forward to direct this years Pantomime, so it looks 
like you’ll have to put up with me doing it again!  The good news is I have 
finished writing Aladdin, a pantomime for sixteen main characters plus 
chorus. The dates have already been booked; they are Fri 30th Nov, Sat 1st 
Dec, Fri 7th Dec, & Sat 8th Dec, with matinees on both Saturdays.  Curtain 
up: Matinees 3pm, Evenings 7.45pm. So If you like acting and singing why 
not come and join us at the read through on Wednesday 4th July 7.30pm 
at the Hall.  Auditions will be on Wednesday 11th July.    
We are still looking for someone to co-ordinate the front of house at our 
shows; if you are interested please contact the Players.  
We are also still living in hope of acquiring a pianist for the Pantomime. 
Apart from the performance nights/matinee, we only have four music 
rehearsals that the pianist needs to attend. We can manage without one, 
but it’s still much nicer to have one. If you are interested please contact 
the Players   
The players meet every Wednesday evening at 7.30pm at the Village Hall. 
Membership is free and we welcome anyone from the age of 9 years to 
90+ to indulge in acting, singing, directing, choreographing, sound, 
lighting, set building, scenery painting, front of house, backstage, stage 
managing, make up, costumes, etc.  If you are interested in any of the 
above we look forward to meeting you. 
 

Karen Mitchell (Players Chairman) 
01462 816336 
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The Stunning South: 
A Picture Postcard From Provence 

By Matthew Hepburn 

 
The South of France région ‘Provence-Alpes-Côte d’Azur’ is an area famed 
for its acres of green vineyards, traditional ‘mazet’ farmhouses and rolling 
lavender fields. For years, I wanted to see the reality of this iconic image 
and eventually, I made it to the region, which far exceeded my 
expectations.  
 
Every town contains the essence of ‘La Provence’. The architecture reflects 
and echoes the environment, from faded limestone walls, rustic looking 
shutters to gothic, medieval palaces; these quaint, picturesque towns are 
bursting with culture and history.  
 
The hearts of Provencal towns are their beautiful cobbled squares, 
surrounded by small antique cafés and boutiques. These basic amenities 
are an essential part of the French lifestyle. Sitting for hours, under the 
cloudless blue sky, locals will talk and share their opinions on the topics 
filling the news that day. For them, a typical summer day in Provence 
includes queuing up to sample some of the cheeses, breads and pastries, 
rummaging around the markets and hunting out quality ingredients for a 
vibrant Mediterranean salad or ancient fish soup.  Any visitor experiencing 
these remarkable towns or villages will be able to see for themselves a 
passion and admiration the locals have for their region.  
 
One of my favourite areas is the Bouches-du-Rhône because of its mix of 
open fields, rural settlements and large cities.  In particular, Aix en 
Provence is the gem of this départment. It is evident from all the narrow 
passageways, fountains and monuments that this town still has rich 
Provençal roots.  Elements like the sun-bleached buildings, old stone 
pavements and the windows symbolise the themes of warmth and light 
which are associated with Aix and are the characteristics of the Provence 
region.  
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The restaurants offer a wide range of seafood, which is not surprising 
since France’s 2nd largest city, Marseille is only about an hour from Aix and 
is well known for selling fresh fish on the Vieux-Port. 
 
Being in Southern France, I wanted to experience what I had imagined. 
The true way to find what you had envisioned is to take a car and sample 
the many ‘picture postcard’ villages such as Fontvieille, Trets and St Rémy 
De Provence.  All these places have the typical appearance of France and 
they are a perfect start to seeking out those images you once saw in a 
holiday magazine.  
 
I believe this region has so much to offer because it is extremely diverse 
and completely different from any other part of France. This makes it a 
unique destination which has to be explored.  
 
Top Places to visit 

 Avignon-A fantastic Town full of tourist heritage sites to discover. 
E.g. Palais des Papes and Pont D’Avignon  

 Aix en Provence- Aix perfectly satisfies the desires of any traveller: 
variety of shops, pleasant surroundings and superb public 
monuments.  

 Marseille-A great destination for anyone wanting to take to the 
shops. Many tours include the major local landmark, the Notre-
Dame de la Garde Church. The view of the city from the tower is 
absolutely magnificent.  

 Pont du Gard – A towering roman aqueduct which once carried 
the water supply across a valley in the arid country in-land of 
Marseilles.  
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Over the last few weeks we have been busy – the lovely weather 
gave us the ideal opportunity to get out in our gardens and 
allotments and enjoy the fresh air. Of course the current situation 
with regard to lack of rainfall is not far from our minds and has 
made us think carefully about what and where to plant for this 
summer. 
 
I am writing this the week before Keith Hichisson from Langford 
Garden Centre is due to give his talk  ‘Decorative and Delicious, ’ 
edibles, flowers and herbs. I am sure this event will again be well 
supported. A short summary of the evening will follow next month. 
 
As I write this the daffodils are fading away. I am still reeling from 
seeing Bluebells flowering in early March – something I am not used 
to enjoying until May or June!. What a weird and yet wonderful 
world we live in! 
 
Until next time                    
Kim Lee Tyler 
 
 
 
 
 
 

For more information on the Garden Club, call: 
Linda Parker   01462  815114  or 
Kim Lee Tyler  01462  811750  or 
Sarah Till  01462  817176  or  

e-mail at: meppershallgardenclub@hotmail.co.uk 
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10 Top Gardening Tasks for May 
 

 Protect frost-tender plants: we had frost in Meppershall in May last year! Use 
horticultural fleece to drape over vulnerable  plants  

 Divide spring-flowering perennials, and re-plant healthy sections 

 Place plant supports around tall perennials before they start to flop -  use bendy 
shrub prunings, or buy ready made 

 Remove faded flowers of spring bulbs and perennials, to help plants save energy 
by preventing them making seeds 

 Plant out tender veg plants later in the month, - but ‘harden’ them first i.e. leave 
out during the day, bring in at night for a week or so 

 Prune spring-flowering shrubs e.g. Forsythia, Flowering Currants and Kerria 

 During the hose-pipe ban, prioritise the Watering of newly planted or divided 
plants.  Clematis especially need a lot of water to get established   

 Mow the lawn weekly to keep it looking good, - but in very dry weather set the 
mower a little higher, and remember grass WILL recover from lack of water 

 Thin out hardy annual seedlings sown last month 

 To control the height or flowering time of taller perennials, cut down some or all 
stems by up to a half. This is called the  ‘Chelsea Chop’ because it is done in late 
May, at the time  of the famous flower show 
 

BEASTS: Watch out for: 

 Lily beetle - beautiful and bright red, but devastate lilies and fritillaries. Pick off 
and squash. 

 Vine weevil - the grubs live amongst - and kill - the roots of many plants in pots. 
Use a biological control (e.g. ‘Nemasys” to drench pots) 
 

BEAUTIES: Enjoy in flower:  

 Trees for smaller gardens:   Crab Apple ‘Red Sentinel’, Hawthorn ‘Paul’s Scarlett’, 
Lilac, Prunus (cherry) ‘Accolade’ 

 Shrubs: Azalia, Clematis, Cotoneaster, Deutzia, Spiraea 

 Herbaceous:  Aquilegia, Iris, Forget-me-not, Pansey, Primula 

 Bulbs: Allium, Camassia, but above all....GLORIOUS TULIPS! 

 
This is the first of a new series of Garden Tips provided by Viv Harvey of the Meppershall 
Garden Club.  They aim to be local and topical, and are very welcome. – Ed 
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NOTICE BOARD 
MEPPERSHALL SOCIAL CLUB 
Regular Activities: 
Tuesdays:   Darts 
Thursdays:   Dominoes/Crib 
Fridays:    Bingo Night 
If you don’t fancy any of the above, why not pop in on any night for a friendly chat 
and a drink? And become a member: 

Family membership   - £15.00 
Single membership    - £  7.50 
OAP Family Membership   - £10.00 
OAP Single Membership   - £  5.00 
 
See a member of the bar staff for a membership form. 
We also have two full size snooker tables open to members only, so why not 
become a member and come and enjoy yourself? 

 

'Rod Stewart tribute night' @ Meppershall Village Hall 
Sponsored by the Ancient Order of Foresters 
Saturday 9th June 2012 - 8.00 pm - midnight 

Tickets £5 including buffet, 
strictly on a first come first served basis 

Available now; Contact Helen on 07989 914941 for details 

 

Shefford Community Flower Festival 
Celebrating the Centenary of Shefford 

Methodist Church – 
Saturday 5th May – 10am to 4.30pm 
Sunday 6th May – 12 noon to 4.30pm 
Monday 7th May – 10am to 4.30pm 

Entry is £3 per person or £5 per couple sharing a programme. 
Enjoy stunning flower displays on the theme of “Countries of the World” 

sponsored by local businesses at Shefford Methodist Church, Ampthill 
Road, Shefford. 

Refreshments are available every day. 
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Meppershall Pre-school Ponderings 

 

We would like to start by welcoming Summer to our Pre-school, and hope she 
enjoys her time with us!  This term we will be looking at ‘People who help us’. This 
will include Parents, Police, Doctors, Teachers, and Fire-fighters.  We will also be 
planting Sweetcorn, and Sunflowers up at our allotment, after the children have 
watched their seedlings grow at home. 
Many children will be moving on to start school in September, so we will be 
arranging transition visits this term to their intended Lower Schools.  We will also 
be preparing the children for school by introducing a registration time, and doing 
some group time work in an exercise book to be kept at the setting, just like work 
is done at school.    
If you have a child who will soon be two and a half, and you feel they may like to 
try something new, please let us know if you would be interested in trying our 
Pre-school.  Looking forward to September the older children will be missed 
dearly, and we will have many spaces to fill with eager new faces.  If you are 
interested please ring Joy on 01462 817359 in session time to arrange a visit or 
add your child to our waiting list. 

At Meppershall Pre-school we are dedicated to providing a safe, happy 
and   stimulating environment, where children from two and a half years 
old can learn and develop through play, whilst being encouraged and 
cared for by our friendly experienced staff. 
 

Session times (term time only): 

Monday to Friday                                9.30am – 12.00pm 
Monday to Friday LUNCH CLUB   12.00pm – 12.30pm 
Monday, Wednesday and Friday   12.30pm – 3.00pm 

 
If you are interested please contact Joy and come along for a visit! 

 
Meppershall Village Hall, High Street, Meppershall, Beds, SG17 5LX 

01462 817359 (in session time), or www.meppershall-ps.co.uk 
Registered Charity: 1031913   

http://www.meppershall-ps.co.uk/
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Where have all the mini-beasts gone? 
 

For over 35 years I have walked this village and taken note of my surroundings. It 
is very evident now that the mini-beast life has deteriorated to an alarming 
extent. For those of you who have been born in the last 20 years the next 
paragraph will probably be alien to you. 
 
Butterfly bushes with so many butterflies, bees and beetles on that if you shook 
them there would be a shower of insects. In the morning mists the hedges would 
be covered in spider webs.  Lavender beds would be awash with bees of many 
varieties and if you took a journey in your car the windscreen and bonnet would 
be carpeted with squashed insects.  Nettle beds would be crawling with 
caterpillars, and moths would be crowding around the street lights at night to 
await their fate at the hands of the bats which no longer fly. Where too the 
beetles scurrying about their business? The common house flies and wasps in 
their droves would be pests all summer long. Where are the long beaked 
songbirds, Linnets, Thrushes, Warblers, Goldcrests; no insects, no birds!  There 
are three butterfly bushes in our road absolutely festooned with flowers but no 
insects at all, night or day. 
 
Now?  Well, just walk out and start to look and look and look.  Yes, you will see 
the odd ones here and there and perhaps think “Oh, that’s OK then”. But it isn’t; 
without them our food chain starts to crumble. Where this village is concerned, I 
have noticed a marked reduction in Mini-beast activity in the last ten years since 
the advent of high band communications. Sandy Heath, our water tower, 
Chicksands Spy Centre, mobile telephone transmitters, Luton Airport. Is it possible 
that this is a factor?  I don’t know but I can observe and the coincidence is very 
marked.  Maybe this should be investigated, or maybe it is something entirely 
different but something must surely be done before we have no mini-beasts at all.  
Maybe there will be a natural resurgence but that is not looking likely. 
 
John Chapman 

 
Any comments, agreeing with or disputing this piece, will be welcomed by the 
Editor.  
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COVERS BY REQUEST 
 
This month we are very happy to feature on our cover the revived Evergreens of 
Meppershall with their new organiser, Karen Long (back, left).  Please see Karen’s 
letter on page 5 and join them at their Thursday afternoon meetings in The Sugar 
Loaf. 
 
Thank you to Colette House for the picture.  Colette tells me that Poppy Ashton 
and Pam Sheridan should have been in the picture but were unable to be there.  
Those that are in the picture (l – r): 
Back row: Karen Long, co-ordinator; David Niven; Keith & Doreen Downey 
Front row: Evelyn Jepps; Sylvia Mumford; Ida Taylor; Phyllis Smith 
 
If you would like to see a specific picture on our cover, please get in touch in time 
for us to arrange with one of our in-house “paparazzi” to do the business. 

                Ed. 
 

 

SIGNIFICANT EVENTS 
 

Doreen Pritchard will be 84 on 31st May 

 
Congratulations to Doreen 
  
 

St Mary’s Parish Registers: 
 

Burial 
 2 January 2012 - John James Doherty 
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St Mary The Virgin 
Meppershall Parish Church (Church of England) 

Church Road, off Campton Road 
Contact information during interregnum 
Churchwardens:  
Brian Bellamy 01462 815944 (Pastoral Assistant);  
Brenda Wright 01462 816446. 
Lay Reader (Licensed Lay Minister):  
Pam Halliwell 01462 817069 pamhalliwell@talktalk.net  
(usual day off – Monday) 
PCC Secretary:  
Anne Parsons 01462 813333 annie10639@gmail.com 
PCC contributions to The Messenger, Parish Records CD etc:  
James Read 01462 857836 meppershall.pcc@gmail.com  

 
SERVICES – MAY & DIAMOND JUBILEE 2012 

Date Time Service 
Sunday May 6th  
Easter 5 

11.00am 
 
10.30am 

Parish Communion  
with Rev Jane Wheatley 
Junior Church at the School 

Sunday May 13th 
Rogation Sunday 

8.30am Holy Communion  
with Rev Jackie Buck 

Sunday May 20th  
Easter 7 

8.30am 
 
11.00am 

Holy Communion  
with Rev Christopher Strong 
All Age Service  with Pam 
Halliwell 

Sunday May 27th 
Pentecost 

11.00am Family Communion and Junior 
Church with Rev Stephen 
Pullan 

Sunday June 3rd  
Trinity Sunday 

11.00am 
10.30am 

Parish Communion  
Junior Church at the School 

Tuesday June 5th  7.00pm 
 

Diamond Jubilee of 
Queen Elizabeth II 
Service of Thanksgiving 

St Mary’s Weekday Service:  

A Holy Communion (Book of Common Prayer), each Wednesday at 10am. 
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A message from St Mary’s… 
As I write this we are rejoicing in seeing the trees come into leaf 
and watching the tiny green shoots as they appear from the bare 
earth. It is the season of new growth, new life appearing almost 
as we watch – just look about you as you drive to work or do the 
shopping. In addition, the Jubilee is encouraging us to rejoice 
together and excitement is building about the Olympics.  
 

At St Mary’s, we are also rejoicing, because we will shortly be 
interviewing for a new Rector and we are praying hard that we 
uncover God’s choice for our church. If you should spot strangers 
wandering around the village, or admiring the views, do smile 
and say a friendly word. They might be applicants visiting the 
church, and we have to live up to our reputation as a friendly 
village! 
 

On the topic of new growth, as a church, we are looking forward 
to a year of new things. Throughout the summer we plan to be 
serving tea and cakes on Sundays (July and August) in and around 
the church. You can get a taster in the St Mary’s Tea Tent at the 
Village Fair on 30th June.  Bring your friends.  
 

The kitchen improvements are underway, work has started on 
upgrading the toilet facilities, and some of our “maintenance 
team” has been draught proofing the church before the new 
heating system is installed. Come and see the new 
improvements. Bring us your new ideas. We would love to have 
your help and involvement! 
 

Finally, with many others, we are very much thinking of Brian as 
he prepares for treatment at Papworth; our love and prayers to 
you and Dorothy. 
 

With every blessing,  Pam Halliwell, Reader.  
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AWESOME! 
 

Wednesday in Holy Week saw eight members of JC (Junior Church) arriving at the 
home of Maureen and Richard Cole in Clifton for what turned out to be an 
‘Awesome’ time, as one of the children later told his parents. 
Junior Church, with some of the JC leaders in attendance, had come together to 
make Easter Gardens under Maureen’s benign supervision – and, having worked 
with children at playschool and beyond, she knows how to entertain them as well 
as help them. 
In the woods and parkland behind Maureen’s home we all went foraging for 
moss, stones and twigs which would later be put together to make a tomb 
covered in moss with a stone at the entrance, to represent the tomb where the 
crucified Lord Jesus was laid until Easter Day, and the twigs became the Cross of 
Jesus and the two criminals on either side of Him.  During this time, one of the 
intrepid JC explorers found a preserved skull of a muntjac deer - an amazing 
surprise, with a touch of wonder for all of us. 
The children- age range from three to (nearly) eleven- then worked hard on their 
Easter gardens, first putting in the compost and adding lots of flowers to 
represent Jesus being alive again.  Each garden was as individual as the child who 
made it, and they were rightly proud of their special gardens, some of which were 
taken up to St. Mary’s Church in Meppershall for the Easter Day service. 
Then it was time for games in the garden: Easter egg and spoon races, 
wheelbarrow races, sleeping lions and finally, an Easter egg hunt in the garden.  
For lunch, Maureen and helpers had produced fish fingers and chips, in special 
cartons, with crusty bread and butter, and ketchup. Only then were they allowed 
to eat the Easter eggs! 
There was only a short time left before it was time to leave, and they all had 
another chance to play in the field and the woods together before going home. 
Our thanks to Maureen especially, who worked so hard to make it a special day, 
to all the helpers and all the children who came along. 
Junior Church is the Childrens’ Ministry wing of St. Mary’s Church, Meppershall 
(Church of England).  We meet on the first Sunday of the month in Meppershall 
School Hall, from 11am to 12.00pm.  We accept children from three upwards and 
parents are welcome to stay if they wish.     
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JUNIOR CHURCH 
HE IS RISEN! After the wonderful day some of the JC children had at Maureen 
Cole’s house, Mini Sparks took place on Easter Sunday before the Easter Service. 
The children enjoyed craft activities including Easter hats using lots of imagination 
and displaying beautifully new life in spring time and also representing events 
that occurred during Holy Week.  The egg hunt was a great success enjoyed by all 
who joined in. 
 We were very pleased to welcome some new children to our activity table who 
worked comfortably with the more familiar members of JC.  It was truly 
wonderful to have prayers answered so abundantly on such a special day in our 
Christian calendar. 
So now we resume our usual meeting pattern – 1

st
 Sunday of every month at 

Meppershall Lower School Hall, 11am – 12.00pm and on the 4th Sunday of every 
month a 20 minute session in the Vestry during the service.  Any questions, please 
contact Gillian on 850947 or gillianmd@hotmail.co.uk. 
Blessings 
 The JC Team 

 
 

 

FOR SALE 
 

Hotpoint / Creda electric cooker  Model 262E 
Size   600mm width. 
Main oven with fan, 

Small top oven with grille, 
Ceramic hob with four rings. 

Reason for sale: a new fitted kitchen. 
Phone Brenda on 01462814336. 

 

  

mailto:gillianmd@hotmail.co.uk
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RHUBARB AND ORANGE BETTY                        MAY 2012 
 
 
85g (3oz)) butter. 
115g (4oz) fresh white breadcrumbs. 
450g (1lb) rhubarb. 
85-115g (3-4oz) caster or soft brown sugar. 
Grated rind and juice of 1 orange. 
 
SERVES 4-6 
 
Method. 
 

1) Melt the butter in a heavy frying pan, add the breadcrumbs 
and cook on a moderate heat, stirring continuously to 
prevent burning, until the crumbs are light golden in colour. 

2) Cut the rhubarb into 2.5cm (1in) lengths, then mix with the 
sugar, orange rind and juice. 

3) Butter a 1.2 litre (2 pint) ovenproof dish and fill with 
alternate layers of rhubarb and breadcrumbs, finishing with 
a layer of crumbs. 

4) Sprinkle with extra sugar and cover with foil. 
5) Bake in the centre of a preheated oven at 180c, 350f, gas 

mark 4 for 20 minutes, then remove the foil and continue 
cooking for a further 25-30 minutes, or until the top is brown 
and crisp and the rhubarb is soft. 

6)    Serve hot with Vanilla Custard or cream. 
 
 
Recipes are kindly supplied each month by Brenda Putwain.  
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A very happy birthday to those of you 
celebrating birthdays in May 

Summer Bridger who will be 6 on the 1st 

Grace Finedon who will be 4 on the 3rd 

Joseph Daniel who will be 14 on the 3rd 

Annabelle Fox who will be 15 on the 4th 

Laura Stock who will be 11 on the 4th 

Ryan Turner who will be 9 on the 5th  

Samuel Boggon who will be 12 on the 7th 

Sasa Kovacs who will be 12 on the 8th 

Harrison Isaac who will be 6 on the 10th 

Frank Donachie who will be 13 on the 10th 

Michael Bull who will be 13 on the 11th 

Adam Palmer who will be 11 on the 12th 

Sophie Palmer who will be 11 on the 17th 

Alfie Harris who will be 4 on the 17th  

Isabella Lambley who will be 9 on the 17th 

James Parrott who will be 12 on the 18th 

Darcey Sheppard who will be 11 on the 19th  

Lily Hefford who will be 4 on the 21st  

Rees Davies who will be 7 on the 23rd 

Bryony Lowden who will be 12 on the 23rd  

Chloe Thorne who will be 10 on the 23rd 

Eilis Fleming who will be 5 on the 31st  

If you are under 16 and would like your name added to 

the birthday page, please call Louise Hutson on 814148  
or email at louhuts@btconnect.com 

 

 

mailto:louhuts@btconnect.com
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THE MEPPERSHALL MESSENGER 
 
CONTRIBUTIONS 
 
The editor welcomes contributions to the Messenger, whether as letters, articles or notices.  
Contributions should preferably be as attachments to e-mail but hand written contributions may be 
sent by post, left at the Editor’s address below or in the folder kept at the Village Stores.  
Contributions should run to not more than one A5 page (except by prior arrangement) and should be 
received by the Editor not later than the 12th of the month for publication at the end of that month.   
Contributions received after the deadline may be held over. 
 
DISCLAIMER 
 
The Editor reserves the right to omit or alter any advertisement or article and to change the content, 
format or issue date of the magazine without prior notice.  The Editor cannot be held responsible for 
the factual correctness of, or for any libellous comment or statement made in any advertisement, 
article or other contribution published in this magazine.  Every effort will be made to avoid any 
deliberate attempt to mislead or otherwise cause harm or damage to any person or persons by any 
advertisement, article or any other contribution published in this magazine. 
 
THE TEAM 
 

Editor Dick Bulley 116  Shefford Road 815114 
   E-mail: richard.bulley@btinternet.com 
Advertising Manager Contact The Editor 

or Colette House 
  

 
Distribution Manager Colette House 90  Fildyke Road   815585 

Email: colettehouse@gmail.com 
Treasurer John Thompson 16  Brookmead  812983 
   Email: jthompson244@btinternet.com 

 
 

Collating Dates for your diaries - 2012 

  

   August No  

April 30  September 24  

May 28  October 29  

June 25  November 26 Double 

July 30 Double December No  

      

 

mailto:richard.bulley@btinternet.com

