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Volume 28      Issue 4      July 2012 

EDITORIAL 
 

This month we look back over The Meppershall 
Festival, Jubilee celebrations (pages 4, 7&8) and 
forward to the Summer Fair (pages 24 &36). Our 
splendid cover reflects some of these events.  
 
This issue of The Messenger will come out just 
before The Great British Meppershall Summer Fair, 
so we can only urge everyone to go and have a really good time enjoying that 
long list of attractions.  My inside information tells me that the Fair 
Committee has worked really hard to make the Fair better than ever, so we 
can only hope that our totally mixed-up weather delivers some dry weeks to 
allow Foster’s Field to dry out and a sunny day on 30th June.  See you there 
(as a certain bee-keeper would say). 
 
The hot news this month is that Meppershall will soon have a new Rector 
(see page 48).  We welcome The Rev. Veronica Goodman to Meppershall and 
hope that her time with us will be happy and fruitful. The Parish is very 
grateful to the Church Wardens, the Lay Reader and the rest of the Parochial 
Church Council who have “kept the show on the road” during the inter 
regnum; some of them will be very relieved to have a full-time permanent 
clergyman again, to share the weight! 
 
Please take particular note of the start of the report on page 12 from the 
Chair of the Parish Council.  It would be a terrible tragedy if someone were 
killed or injured due to pedestrians on Shefford Hill, after the effort by many 
parties that went into producing the foot path.  The path is designed to be 
all-weather and firm underfoot, yet only last week a had to pull out to pass a 
lady pushing a buggy on the road.  If you know of any reason NOT to use the 
path, please let me or the Parish Council know: they would like to do 
something about it. 
 

 
Dick Bulley 
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LETTERS 

 

Letter from a resident. 
 

I want villagers to be aware that a car aerial was stolen at the weekend 
in the village.  Another car had its wiper blades broken and another car 
had its sports upgrade stolen. 
I am going to be more aware when out and about at night with dog! 
(Name and address supplied) 
 
Meppershall Arts & Music Festival 

Letters to Colette House, reproduced by kind permission: 
Dear Colette, 
I’d like to say thank you for all the very hard work you put in,  organising the 
Meppershall Festival this year.  I hope you feel the whole event was a great 
success – you certainly deserve to think so.  And Albane was excellent as 
compere, wasn’t she? 
I think it’s a lovely village event, and very good to showcase the different 
talents and interests of people living in and near the village.  Apart from 
encouraging the children and giving them opportunities to perform (which is 
excellent), it is also very good for helping us in the village to network with 
each other.  Perhaps also one day we might be able to expand the events 
even further – e.g. a concert in the Church? A play out of doors? 
Very best wishes, 
Sue C. 

 
I really enjoyed being part of the craft event, especially getting to know Cas 
and Brigid! The evening concert was Spectacular, and I will definitely be going 
next year! Also on behalf of Meppershall Pre-school I would like to say 

another huge thank you for the donation. Every penny will be very much 
appreciated!! 

 
Debbie Leigh Jones  
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MEPPERSHALL NEWS IN BRIEF 
 

1st Meppershall Brownies 
We have only had a few meetings this month, due to the bank holidays.  We have 
however had lots of fun celebrating the Queen's Diamond Jubilee.  We made and 
sent a card to the Queen congratulating her on her jubilee.  The Brownies have 
earned their Brownie Jubilee Badge by making a timeline about important events 
during the Queen's reign, which we turned into a running game in true Brownie style.  
The girls thought about what they would do if they were Queen for a day, with some 
lovely and also amusing rules they would put in place.  I wouldn't want to be a boy 
under Brownie rule!  We also had a Princess themed party and the girls looked lovely 
dressed up in princess outfits and we finished our celebrations with our own street 
party.  This week we are practising for the Brownies’ jubilee themed church service 
which the Brownies will be organising and taking part in at St Mary's Church on 17th 
June. 
We will be spending this term doing lots of Olympic-themed activities, and hopefully, 
if the rain allows, spending some of our meetings outdoors, including with any luck, a 
trip to the woods next week where we will be enrolling two new Brownies, being 
nature detectives and having a picnic. 
Anyone over 14 years of age can come along and help us at Brownies.  We, as adults, 
also enjoy the meetings and it is particularly rewarding seeing the Brownies enjoying 
the events we organise.  If you are interested in joining in the fun and helping, either 
occasionally or each week then please contact Suzanne Brightwell on 01462 815752. 
 

 

Brookside Diamond Jubilee Party 
On a cold wintery December evening, the majority of the residents in Brookside had 
a meeting about the Diamond Jubilee and decided that a Close get together to 
celebrate her Majesty’s 60 year reign would indeed be the order of the day. The date 
was set for 4th June 2012.  Fast forward 6 months to a cold, rainy June day and finally 
the day was upon us. 
At 10.00am the bouncy castle arrived and with the children of the close playing 
happily on the castle, the adults went about putting up the bunting and gazebo’s, 
setting out tables and chairs. By two o’clock the bar-b-que was fired up and the first 
of many drinks was poured. 
Food was abundant, the pork roast cooked by Linda was heavenly (I am sure Linda 
would share her recipe) and there was no shortage of sausages, burgers, salad, cakes 
and other tempting foods to pile our plates up high.  
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As the drink flowed, so did the conversation and games. The bigger kids of the close 
scrambled on the bouncy castle for a game of ball with the smaller children, only no 
one knew the rules and it ended up as a free for all. The children big and small 
laughing and enjoying the fun. The children loved the day and enjoyed making tiara’s 
and crowns with Gemma and playing with the huge Jenga game. 

 

As the day turned to the evening and 
the sun disappeared over the horizon  
neighbours, family and friends sat 
around the fire pit chatting and Jane 
came out with mugs of hot chocolate 
brimming with delicious 
marshmallows and piled high with 
cream. Fab!  It was a beautiful day 
with the sun shining,   wonderful   
company  

and a great sense of community. As we sipped our hot chocolate we all agreed what 
a fun, happy and great day it had been and that we are blessed to be living in such a 
wonderful tight knit community. 
Nine year old Dylan however summed up the day beautifully with these words “I 
never want this day to end”. Nor did we! 

The Residents of Brookside 

 

Gravenhurst & Villages Pre-school - Summer Holiday Club 
23

rd
 July to 10

th
 August 2012 : 8.00am – 4.00pm (Monday to Friday).  For ages 2½ to 

12 years.  £3.75 an hour (discount for siblings). 
Huge range of exciting activities within a beautiful woodland setting including den 
building, arts and crafts, team sports, wood working, games and trips to local parks.  
A fantastic place to enjoy the summer. 
For information, to come and visit or to book a place contact us on 01462 713445 or 
email: admin@gravenhurstpreschool.org.uk 

 

MEPPERSHALL FESTIVAL OF MUSIC, ARTS AND CRAFTS 
This year’s Festival took place on a beautiful, almost a blazing hot day.  
Perhaps it was that, perhaps it was the sheer quality on display that brought 
out the crowds, but the Arts and Crafts exhibition was well attended and the 
evening concert was packed – literally standing-room   

mailto:admin@gravenhurstpreschool.org.uk
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only (thank you to Graham for allowing all his social club chairs to be 
“borrowed” for the evening!). 

 

See Your Shout on page 14 for 
more details of this popular 
event, but we could not resist 
this picture of one of the 
highlights, when the School 
Choir joined the Village Choir 
on stage.  See also what two 
of our correspondents felt, on 
page 3. 

 

Henlow Clifton Scout Group 
 

Henlow Clifton Scout Group has had a busy 
Jubilee celebration. A very wet Sunday saw us 
cooking and selling burgers and sausages in 
Henlow. The event was very well supported and we made a fantastic 
£700 to go towards our funds. On the Monday we set up our rocket 
launcher in Clifton and youngsters could make and decorate paper 
rockets. Then using air pressure the rockets were launched, prizes 
were awarded for the rocket going furthest. Thank you to everyone 
who supported us. 
 
We currently have vacancies for Cub Scouts, which runs on a Monday 
evening from 7.00pm to 8.30pm. Cubs is for boys and girls aged 8 - 
10½. Cubs play lots of games, go camping and try out lots of fun 
activities from climbing to cooking marshmallows over a fire. If your 
child would like to join or you would like more information, please 
contact Peter Winfield on peter.winfield5@ntlworld.com   

mailto:peter.winfield5@ntlworld.com
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Local company FTF Worldwide Event Management helps the 
Cunard ships of the line to celebrate the Queens’ Diamond 

Jubilee 

The spectacularly splendid dawn of the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee Bank 
Holiday Tuesday came up to reveal an historic sight at Southampton as the 
special convoy of the three ‘Queens’ of the Cunard fleet hove into sight. These 
hugely impressive liners, the Queen Victoria, the Queen Mary 2 and the 
Queen Elizabeth, made their stately way in line up the Solent to the Docks, all 
together for the very first time as part of the largest Jubilee celebrations 
anywhere in the UK outside of London over the special extended weekend to 
celebrate 60 years of Her Majesty’s reign over us all.  

For the 50-strong crew of the 
FTF Worldwide Event 
Management team the arrival of 
the three Queens on Tuesday, 
June 5

th
, was the start of an 

exciting but exhausting day in 
Southampton devised to 
celebrate the Queen’s Diamond 
Jubilee and to be executed by 
the company. 
This special day of celebrations, 
run throughout by the FTF 
Worldwide team, were due to 

include another ‘first’ when the famous Red Arrows aerial display team should 
have performed their astonishingly daring and also meticulously planned 
‘aerobatics’ over the three Queens, Southampton and the Solent. However, 
the glittering dawn had, by then, given way to rain and very low cloud which 
prevented the display from taking place – a circumstance wholly outside the 
control of the FTF team, to their immense regret. 
But then later, when the low cloud had lifted somewhat, in an extra highlight to 
this glorious and joyous day of Jubilee celebrations, all this careful planning 
was in evidence once again with a spectacular musical firework display from 
FTF Worldwide above the re-positioned ships, now moored around City 
Terminal and all fully boarded with their passengers for their own special 
Jubilee celebration cruises.  
This stunning firework display, especially designed to use 2012 individual 
fireworks to mark the Jubilee and which included only aerial effects that burst 
over 300 feet in the sky above the ships, was fired from opposite City Cruise 
Terminal over the three Queens, sitting closely together in the docks in 
Southampton.  
The firework display, produced by Fully Fused Fireworks, was the largest in 
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the UK in 2012 with the exception of the Olympic Games and London New 
Year’s Eve displays. The display took 20 man-days to prepare in FTF’s 
factories in the UK and Europe and then required ten qualified technicians two 
days to organize the eight tonnes of equipment and load the fireworks for the 
show.  
The fireworks lit up the night above the three ships as the climax to a very 
special day, a fitting tribute to our Queen and her 60-year reign that was 
literally sparkling, at once both ethereal yet substantial, instant but sustained, 
regal but with the common touch; a splendid and majestic celebration of colour 
and effects that was specially created for this auspicious occasion.  
The display was accompanied throughout, not only by the usual ‘whistles and 
bangs’ of regular fireworks, although these sounds were indeed huge, exciting 
and dramatic, but also by a creatively devised and orchestrated musical 
soundtrack that was simultaneously broadcast on 87.7 FM, Cunard’s own 
radio station specially set up and managed by the FTF Worldwide team for 
this occasion only.   
With the departure of the Three Queens at 11pm that night, this special day of 
Jubilee splendour came to an end as they sailed away, lights ablaze, leaving 
behind them a lingering echo of the day’s celebrations that resonated 
throughout the area – thanks to the combined efforts of the FTF Worldwide 
team as they headed off for a well-earned rest in the wake of all their 
combined efforts in executing a splendid celebration for  
Cunard of the Queen’s 60

th
 Jubilee 

 
Man
y 
than
ks to 
Trace
y de 
Vere 
Whit
e for 
this 

fascinating insight into the work of a local company.  Ed  
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Meppershall Bakery Bees by Roger 
 
You will be reading this in July, but as I write it in early June, who would believe the 
weather: rain, wind and drought?  
In late May we picked up the colony from Milton Keynes.  What an adventure! We 
set off at 6 pm with sat nav ready, arrived at 7pm, no problem. The bee supplier was 
waiting with all the bees in transit boxes. We set off home with approx 80,000 bees 
all buzzing loudly. We went straight to the apiary and placed the 2 nucs on site where 
they would have to stay over night.  Next day I went down to hive them - a very large 
colony.  Having a quick look to see if all was okay, I saw swarm cells, so I had to 
artificial swarm.  Next day when I went to do this the queen was on the floor in the 
grass with a lot of bees surrounding her. If she had not had her wings clipped and 
marked yellow, she would have been gone, flown away and a lot of money would 
have just flown over the hedge. What luck! I picked her up and placed her in a jar 
until I was ready to hive her. I now have 2 more colonies. The new queens have not 
yet started to lay, but I am keeping my fingers crossed. I also picked up 3 swarms of 
which 2 are going well. Not too sure about the last one: could be a cast, which is a 
swarm with a virgin queen, and what with the weather, she may never be mated. 
We extracted 9 supers on the 9th June with an average of 15lbs of honey to each 
super. So we have some honey, more than we expected. 
At my last inspection, I saw some more queen cells in one of the new hives but these 
were superceded cells which mean the bees have decided to make a new queen 
because the old queen was not performing as she should. This happens when the 
queen is old or she is damaged.  May be, when I picked her up, I had broken her leg 
or damaged her in some way. She is laying but not as she should be. Nature has 
taken over: it happens. The two queens will sometimes live together for some time. 
 We now look forward to some good weather for the main crop which we will take 
off next month, August, all being well.  June is a difficult month for nectar collecting, 
we call it the June gap, but as July starts, all the summer flowers start to bloom and 
the nectar is abundant. 
When we take the main crop in August any honey the bees make after that will be 
for their own winter stores. Talking of winter we have yet to have our summer! What 
a year this has been so far.  Never mind it could get better; we all hope so. 
Honey available at Rogers Bakery- see you there. 
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Meppershall C of E  
VA Lower School 
‘An outstanding Church  
of England School’ 
June 2008 and December 2010 
 
 

School Report - Jubilee Special - 2012 
 

 

 
 

We celebrated the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee in style on June 1st. The 
children and staff came to school dressed in red, white and blue 
clothes and as you can see from the photograph we had a lovely picnic 
on the school field.  
 
During the day the children had a ‘Who Wants to be a Millionaire?’ 
Diamond Jubilee edition, quiz; they had previously been given a sheet 
of 60 facts about the Queen to help answer the questions. Some of the 
teams had to ‘Ask the Audience’ and  
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some went ‘50/50’ but in the end we were all Millionaires. Throughout 
the week the children had been preparing their teddies for the ‘Best 
Dressed Teddy’ competition, which was also a great success. 
 
Our Jubilee day culminated with a ‘sing song’ in the school hall where 
parents joined us to sing songs from the decades. Each class had learnt 
a song from each decade Her Majesty had been on the throne and led 
the singing, so we ‘Rocked a round the clock’, journeyed on a ‘Yellow 
Submarine’ and finally sang the National Anthem together. 
 
Our PTA gave each child a commemorative magnet with both the 
official design for the Jubilee and our school name, so the children 
have a keepsake of the special occasion. Thank you to the PTA for 
organising this gift. 
 
Like the Queen we gave out some Jubilee Honours to two children 
from each class who always do their best and contribute to the life of 
our school; they are: 
Kian Smith, Eilis Fleming, Jemma Dalton, Joshua Turner, Finn Rose, 
Amy Cooper, Archie Underwood, Maisie Slade, Liam Sturgeon and Lee 
Britton. 
 
There are now only five weeks left to the summer holidays and we’ve 
got lots to do, educational visits, visits to new schools, reports, Sports 
Day and a play performed by year 4 called ‘The Glorious Games’; can 
you guess what that’s about? You will hear about these activities in the 
next edition of the Messenger.  
  

Lyn Fairweather 
Headteacher 
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Meppershall Parish Council Report 
 
Are you ‘Round the Bend’? 
Meppershall Parish Council and Polehanger Farms have worked together to 
provide an excellent and safe all-weather pathway along Shefford Road 
where pedestrians were previously forced to walk in the road. To many 
drivers’ amazement, pedestrians are still walking in the road around the 
bend, forcing traffic from Shefford to cross the centre line on this blind bend. 
The kissing gate at the end of the path has been removed to make pushchair 
and cycle access easier. Please spread the word to take the route inside the 
field for everyone’s safety. 
We were very pleased to welcome out Unitary Councillor, Lewis Birt and 
seven members of the public to the meeting. As you may know there is 
always an open session where any member of the community can make 
observations, requests or raise concerns that can then be discussed by the 
Council in the formal session. 
The main item in this period was from the Summer Fair Committee, some of 
whom attended the meeting to express their concerns about the condition of 
Fosters Field, where this popular event is due to be held on 30th June. This 
resulted in a discussion in the formal part of the meeting; Fosters Field was 
inspected there and then by a Council expert and the Council drew up an 
action plan to deal with the issues during the following day. 
 

Planning & Housing (spokesman Cllr. Peter Chapman) 
Two planning applications were reviewed by the Council during the meeting 
and no objections were raised to either. 
It was highlighted to the meeting that hedges overhanging the footpath were 
causing problems in some roads and also an overgrown derelict plot of land 
in the High Street was giving some residents cause for concern.  Both these 
matters will be reported by the Parish Clerk to Central Beds Council.  As I 
reported last month, Central Beds has the powers to take action to resolve 
these situations and charge the land owners for the work. 
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Finance (spokesman Cllr. David Foskett) 
The Finance group had received an application for financial support towards 
the cost of the Summer Fair. The Council was please to approve a grant of 
£300 towards this event. 
 

Environment & Leisure (spokesman Cllr. Paul Merryweather) 
Maintenance tasks in the village have still been very difficult in the continuing 
wet weather and they will be carried out as soon as possible. 
We have also had the annual independent safety check of the play 
equipment in Fosters Field. The report gave no cause for concern and 
identified a small number of ongoing maintenance tasks to be carried out. 
 

Wry Close Allotments 
The Clerk to the Council has received some applications for the empty plots, 
but there are still some vacant plots to be let.   
 

Code of Conduct 
All Councils have had their own Code of Conduct which every Councillor is 
required to sign and conform to. In our case, this is now going to be 
monitored by Central Beds under changes brought about by the new 
Localism Act. Therefore to make things easier, the Parish Council adopted the 
revised Code used within the Unitary Authority as a replacement for our 
current version. 
 

Future Meeting Dates 
Monday 23rd July 2012 and Monday 10th September 2012 – 7:45 pm in 
Meppershall Village Hall; no meeting in August. 
 
Please remember that you are welcome to attend our meetings, to speak 
about any subject during our open public session. Or you may just wish to 
come along and see what we do.  Maybe you are thinking about becoming 
a Councillor at the next election. We look forward to seeing you. 
 
David Foskett – Chairman, Meppershall Parish Council  
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YOUR SHOUT 
with Trevor Thorley 
 

  

LITTER:  Following the extremely successful ‘Litter Pick’, which was carried out on 
May 19, Pam Halliwell has raised an issue concerning the vicinity of the Village Hall.  
The tidy-up showed a great improvement in most areas in the village and 
Meppershall was a much cleaner place immediately after, but she points out that in 
the entrance to the Social Club, and in the surrounding area, smokers  continued to 
drop their cigarette stubs on the ground; there is apparently nowhere to dispose of 
them.  Could a suitable receptacle be positioned outside the door to help to 
eliminate what could appear to be a simple problem?  
 
MEPPERSHALL MUSIC, ARTS AND CRAFTS FESTIVAL 2012: This was further proof 
that Meppershall really has a community, as the village came out in numbers to 
support this talented and extremely popular event which took place in the Village 
Hall on Saturday, May 26. 
Taking over the reigns this year from Sandra and John Harper who have now moved 
away, Albane and Colette, with others, ensured the success and future of this event 
with their own vibrant ideas and expertise.  Albane writes: “For it’s 3rd edition, this 
event was once again a resounding success.  Showcasing local talents, the Festival 
was a wonderful summer village event.” 
During the afternoon Arts and Crafts Exhibition and Sale, the Village Hall was filled 
with a variety of shapes and colours. Beautiful paintings, photographs and drawing 
could be found alongside amazing jewellery, hats, turned wood, quilts, and recycled 
craft. Visitors were also able to enjoy a relaxed catch-up around tea and cakes served 
by the St. Mary’s Church ladies. 
In the evening, the Music and Lyrics concert was equally delightful and offered 
something for everyone with its eclectic mix of styles: classical pieces, Far West 
accordion, Pop Songs, and 1950’s Skiffle.  Highlights included a joint act by the Village 
Choir and youngsters of the Lower School Choir, a guest appearance by former 
Councillor Tony Rogers and a Jubilee themed finale when choir and public sang ‘Rule 
Britannia’ and Land of Hope and Glory’ with real gusto. 
Each year the Festival supports one of the local community groups and this year’s 
proceeds were donated to the local Pre-School who will be purchasing a stereo and 
some musical instruments for their pupils. 
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REBECCA ELIZABETH WHITTLE & TIMOTHY JAMES PARSONS: 
 

 
As one approached St.Mary’s Church at 1.45pm on Monday June 4 it was reminiscent 
of Cliff Richard and ‘Summer Holiday’, for waiting on the forecourt was a traditional 
red London Bus that, on this occasion had been hired to ferry guest to Woburn 
Abbey for the wedding reception.  Peals of bells welcomed guests arriving for the 
wedding of this happy couple.  Rev John Harper, who had returned to Meppershall to 
take the service, welcomed the bride as she arrived a little late but looking radiant; in 
fact she smiled throughout the whole service and thoroughly enjoyed the occasion.  
Val Moules was the organist for the Bridal March at the bride’s entrance.  The 
Meppershall  Village Choir, under Musical Director Wendy Corns, led the hymns sung 
throughout the service, which were ‘Lord of All Hopefulness’, ‘Be Still For the 
Presence of the Lord’, ‘One More Step Along the World I Go’, and ‘Jerusalem’.  The 
groom’s father John actually joined his friends in the choir for one hymn.  The 
reading from the First Letter of St. Paul to the Corinthians’ was read by Benjamin 
Parsons, and Robert Whittle read ‘The Apache Blessing’.  St. Mary’s Church was 
beautifully decorated as the occasion warranted. To the peals of bells the happy 
couple processed out for the taking of photographs and guests were handed glasses 
of champagne before the short journey to Woburn Abbey for the reception.  We 
sincerely offer the happy couple our very best wishes for their future life together. 

 

REMEMBER IT IS YOUR SHOUT Call Trevor on 01462 813357 
or email: trevor.thorley1@btinternet.com 

  

mailto:trevor.thorley1@btinternet.com
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SHEFFORD LEISURE GROUP 
 
By Enid Pamment 

 

After making our way to Tower Bridge we boarded a City Cruises glass topped boat 
for a cruise and commentary along the River Thames to Greenwich. We had time to 
stroll around Greenwich and the Naval Museum and to get some lunch before 
meeting our Guide for a tour of the Navel College Museum.  We were split into two 
groups and told about the rich and varied history of the 18th Century Buildings.  We 
were taken behind the scenes to the Jacobean Undercroft and the Victorian Skittle 
Alley, not normally accessible to the general public.  Our visit also included the 
Chapel which still remains a place of worship, and the painted hall which has been 
called the finest dining hall in Europe; the decorated walls and ceilings by Sir James 
Thornhill took him nineteen years to finish. 
 
Just a couple of days before we left home for Poland, it was confirmed that the 
baggage handlers at Stansted Airport were going ahead with their strike, which 
meant hand luggage only! At Krakow we were met by our friendly Guide and we 
soon made our way to the hotel where our rooms were ready waiting for us. The 
hotel was excellent, the meals varied and delicious.  The following day we joined our 
local Guide for a walking tour of Krakow which was full of very interesting history.  An 
early morning start next day saw us on our way to Auschwirtz where this former 
concentration camp is preserved as a lasting memorial of the atrocities undertaken 
across Poland.  This was certainly a thought-provoking visit.  Our next visit was to the 
Salt Mines at Wielicka, where salt has been mined since the middle ages and whose 
trade helped to build the prosperity of Krakow.  Although we were warned of many 
steps to negotiate we were amazed that in total there were 387!!!  Fortunately we 
did not have to return by the stairs and we ascended to the surface in an ancient lift!  
After lunch we again joined the local Guide for a walk around the Jewish Quarter 
which certainly had a lot of history.  Finally we visited Schindler’s Factory which has 
now been turned into a museum and made famous by the film ‘Schindler’s List’ - 
another thought provoking experience!  The next day we enjoyed a relaxing visit to 
the Tatras Mountains and the popular Mountain Resort of Zakopane – a favourite 
retreat for the crisp air and stunning scenery.  All of us took the funicular railway to 
the top where we enjoyed the sunshine and the views before returning to the hotel 
where most of us did our packing for an early morning start for our journey home.  
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Forthcoming Events 2012 (Kindly telephone for details) 

Cambridge River Cruise with Lunch Thursday 26th July 

Buckingham Palace + Kenwood House Thursday 2
nd

 August 

River Boat Cruise(inc lunch & cream tea) Tuesday 21st  August 

Kelmarsh Hall & Gardens. Northants Thursday 12th September 

Calendar Girls - RAH (for Leukaemia) Sunday 7th October 

Jeyes of Earls Barton Thursday 1st November 

The Lord Mayor’s Show Saturday 10th November 

Thursford Christmas Spectacular Friday 30th November 

Carols with the Stars – RAH (for Leukaemia) Tuesday 11th December 

 
Holidays 

Chatsworth & The Peak District –Novotel 
Nottingham 

10th – 13th August 

Warners – Hayling Island (Hotel Accommodation) 1st – 5th October 
Kindly telephone for more details of any of the above.  Bookings now being taken. For all 
holidays which include hotel accommodation, Shefford Leisure Group acts as an agent for 
the Tour Operator, their terms and conditions apply. 
 

 

London shows currently available (arranged by Stevenage Group Travel) are:  
Matinees – Leaving Shefford at 11am – price includes coach: 
Singing in the Rain - Wednesday 1

st
 August. - Palace Theatre –  

Wizard of Oz – Wednesday 1
st

  August 
Thriller Live (the career of Michael Jackson) – Saturday 18

th
 August 

Sweeny Todd – Wednesday 22
nd

 August 
Billy Elliot – Thursday 6

th
 September 

Evening performances, leaving Shefford at 4.15 pm: 
Top Hat – Tuesday 3

rd
 July 

Wizard of Oz - Wednesday 11
th

 July 
Matilda, The Musical – Thursday 12

th
 July 

War Horse – Monday 23
rd

 July 
Blood Brothers – Wednesday 25

th
 July 

Singing in the Rain – Wednesday 1
st

 August 
Let it Be (50

th
 anniversary of the Beatles) – Wednesday 3

rd
 October  

The Bodyguard (based on film) Wednesday 14
th

 November 
Shefford Leisure Group is open to everyone in the local community who feels they would like to 
join us on our ventures and see places they would not see under their own steam.  We are 
always happy to meet new friends.  Raffles are held and all the proceeds are for Keech Hospice 
Care for Children.  For further information regarding dates, prices and availability or to receive 
our monthly newsletter, please contact Enid on 01462 851397 or e-mail 
Enidpamment@aol.com.                 Enid Pamment  
  

mailto:Enidpamment@aol.com
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Financial News Update       with Jon Ingarfill 
 

Last month I returned to the perpetually thorny issue of Inheritance 
Tax (IHT), surely the most vicious of taxes to be thrust upon us? One of 
the worst aspects is that many of the rich and famous avoid paying it, 
leaving its burden to fall on everyday folk like you and me. This doesn’t 
sit comfortably with most people who have worked hard all their lives 
to better themselves and are hoping to leave a legacy for their children 
and grandchildren, only to see a large chunk disappear to the taxman 
upon their death. 
Only recently a report by the investigative website Exaro claimed that 
billions of £’s are lost to the Treasury every year by the so-called 
‘Wealthy’ avoiding Stamp Duty and IHT. They do so by having their 
properties owned by offshore companies and other complex corporate 
structures, the like of which you and I cannot afford. The fees alone 
charged by the experts (mainly accountants) who specialise in this area 
would make our eyes water! 
So why, you might reasonably ask doesn’t the government simply 
announce measures to close these loopholes and collect all the money 
it is missing? This is not a new problem, it’s just that the current 
economic situation has focussed attention on the fact the while we’re 
all ‘feeling the pinch’, certain individuals seem to get away with not 
paying their fair share. There are, I suspect, a number of reasons why 
successive governments have failed to tackle this issue – one of these 
is that the people guiding chancellors over the years simply do not 
understand the schemes enough to find a way to effectively snuff 
them out! But, I sense that there is a more political motive in not 
addressing the problem…..firstly a good number of MP’s (of all sides) 
are actually benefitting from such schemes themselves, and secondly 
that much of the funds donated to political parties comes from  
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people who are similarly benefitting from theses schemes! – Or am I 
just an old cynic???? 
However, us ordinary folks can still do a lot to reduce (or even 
eliminate) our IHT liabilities. Putting it another way, it means passing 
on as much as possible to our heirs rather than to the taxman. The key 
aspect to this is planning – identify the scale of the problem and start 
planning early. This doesn’t necessarily involve wrapping all your 
money up in Trusts where access is limited/non-existent. 
 Inheritance Tax is a complex tax - as all ours seem to be. However 
there are various reliefs and exemptions that people can use to reduce 
the size of their estate. The main ones are the annual exemption of 
£3,000, and the small gifts allowance of £250 (to as many people as 
you like). On top of this there are gifts in consideration of marriage, 
gifts to charities and gifts out of normal income, all of which are not 
subject to IHT. After this come the more serious planning tools such as 
Whole of Life plans and Trusts. So there are lots of ways that people 
can reduce the tax bill they leave their children (that’s what IHT 
effectively is), but planning is the key.  
Can I also reiterate that ISA’s are only tax free if you spend them while 
you are alive; if you still have them on your death, they form part of 
your estate and are therefore potentially taxable at 40% - not so tax 
free then!  The concept of ISA’s being tax free has become so ingrained 
in our psyche that we forget that they form part of our estate, and I 
meet many elderly clients who still automatically do their ISA’s every 
year – what they are really doing is building up a future tax bill. 
So, the moral is, plan early, involve the whole family, and make sure 
any gifts are documented. 
 
 

Jon Ingarfill 
Tel: 07870 564115 or email: jon.ingarfill@pocockrutherford.com  

mailto:jon.ingarfill@pocockrutherford.com
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Polehanger: A Farming Diary 
 
Episode 34 

  

Weather . . . or not. 

What does one say; save, as I’ve said before, that we in the UK don’t have 
climate, we only have weather. NB date written. 
Extraordinarily, we are still in an official drought area. How do you precisely 
define a hose pipe ban? 
I’ve mentioned before the folk lore forecast involving whether the oak or ash 
break leaf first in spring. Oak last we get a soak; ash last we get a splash. 
Another I recall (and have checked on the internet) is that if rooks nest high in 
the trees it will be a fine warm summer. It seems to me that they have nested 
high this year; by the time you read this you will be able to judge the accuracy 
of the saying. Doesn’t look good at the moment! 

 
Rhino; a month in the life of an Oil Seed Rape plant 
As I write at the beginning of June, the very last of the yellow flower petals are 
falling and the seed pods filling in the branches down the stem. The plants of 
one variety are tall this year. Walkers on the cross-field path in front of the 
farmhouse are almost hidden, only the tops of their heads, visible, if at all. The 
OSR seed pods rarely ripen all at the same time and the challenge this damp 
year in particular will be to decide, around the time this edition is published, 
what method to use to force this process. Dessication (spraying) or swathing 
(cutting and laying in swaths or rows in advance of harvesting) are the two 
usual options. 

 
The Queen’s Diamond Jubilee: 1952 – 2012 
1952: a 200 acre dairy farm with house and buildings cost c. £10,000.  
2012: a similar property would probably set you back £2million 
1952: milling wheat valued was at 30 shillings/cwt. (£30 / tonne) 
2012: £190 / tonne 
1952: It took the value of wheat (1.2 t/acre @ £29) from 10.5 acres (4 ha) to 
pay for one of the best-selling tractors of the day (24hp Ferguson TE20) 
costing £365 
2012: It takes 113 acres (3.2t/acre @ £168) to pay for a modern equivalent 
(137hp John Deere 6630) costing £60,951 
1952: 300,000 horses still employed on UK farms  
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2012: ? 
As a generalization, output prices have increased by 10 – 15 times whilst land, 
labour and machinery costs have increased by 100 -150 times. 
The apparent discrepancy has been compensated for through economies of 
scale, mechanization, intensification, increased efficiency and productivity and 
the application of science and technology. 

 
Which brings me neatly on to . . .  
 
GM Wheat Trial at Rothamsted   
Activists belonging to a protest group called ‘Take The Flour Back’ attempted 
to disrupt and ‘decontaminate’ (i.e. destroy) trials at Rothamsted Research 
Station in Harpenden, on Sunday 27

th
 May. A substantial police presence and 

a subsequent court injunction prevented the intended damage to the wheat 
crop which has been genetically modified to repel aphids and attract their 
natural predators, thus reducing the need for pesticides. The trials are 
government backed and have no private commercial funding. 
It seems to me that this is important science that should be allowed to develop 
and be tested in order to identify and attempt to quantify the benefits against 
any known or supposed downside. Dialogue is better than destruction. 
What do you think on the subject? 

 
Elsewhere on (and off) the Farm 
I am pleased to say that our application for the renewal of our Entry Level 
Scheme from 1

st
 August, that I mentioned last month, has been accepted. 

More on this in the autumn. 

 
Michael Foster’s Diary July 1962 
Saturday 7

th
: calves getting out of paddock. All evening getting back in and 

repairing fence. (This happened twice more within a week) 
Sunday 8

th
: extra hour in bed after getting up for cup of tea (a very rare event 

from memory!) 
Most of the month: irrigating, haymaking, and tractor and hand hoeing 
brussell, mangold and kale crops. 
 
Chris Foster, 5

th
 June 2012  
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LIFE ON THE WILD SIDE 
By JEREMY HOLDEN 

 

Mobile Phones 
 
I wasn’t exactly lost; I knew where I was – on one of the 

forested peaks around a long extinct volcanic crater in Sumatra - but I didn’t know 
how to get back to camp. Rain was falling in sheets and I couldn’t locate the tiny path 
that led off the ridge and into the valley.  I had gone back and forth many times 
looking for the oblique side trail, and each time I had missed it. The rain had now 
churned up the path, and any hope of following my trail was gone. Suddenly I heard a 
familiar sound – the bleeping of my mobile telephone as a text message came 
through. I had forgotten I had it with me. It had never worked in the forest before, 
and I used it as clock rather than a means of communication. But my position atop 
the third highest volcano in the region meant I was picking up a signal from a distant 
mast. It proved to be a message from my mother in Meppershall asking how I was.  
Looking at the words on the screen I realized I might be lost, but I was at least in 
contact with someone.  
 
Losing one’s way often leads to panic and a rash decision to just head off in what 
appears to be the right direction. I knew the direction of my camp and I could have 
set off through the forest towards it. But this usually ends in disaster. Unknown 
obstacles appear, and without noticing, it is possible to get wildly off track. The 
forests of Sumatra are dotted with the remains of people who tried this and never 
made it out. Instead I walked up and down the ridge until I eventually located the 
hidden trail and set off back to camp in fresh sunlight, feeling invincible. 
 
The text message from my mother had changed this experience, though. I was lost in 
the tropical rain forest, half the world away from England, but my mother had called 
during the episode. I tried to make sense of this. For so much of my travelling life I 
had been incommunicado for months; although this line of communication could be 
a lifeline, I felt somehow disappointed.  
 
Mobile phones seem to be full of this type of contradiction: I liked having mine when 
I needed it, but resented being reachable all the time.  The poor people I knew in 
Sumatra struggled continually to get the newest versions, thereby  impoverishing  
themselves  more.  My  work  colleagues  could  now  
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contact each other in the forest, but the illegal loggers and poachers could do the 
same and had become that much harder to catch.   
 
There is also the very fact of the mobile phone – this tiny instrument that lets us 
contact people around the world at will. I once asked a mobile phone technician how 
they actually worked, how can there be so many numbers without the lines getting 
confused? He explained, but I left the conversation no wiser. They are a marvel. Each 
mobile phone contains a miniature world of elements: lithium, cadmium, lead, nickel, 
mercury, manganese, zinc, arsenic, antimony, beryllium, and copper. 
 
But the production of one essential component has a drastic effect on a particularly 
rare gorilla species in central Africa. Coltan, a mix of the elements columbium and 
tantalum, is a vital component of mobile phones. When prices of tantalum increased 
drastically due to speculation on a perceived shortage, illegal mining in the 
Democratic Republic of Congo became rampant. These mines threatened the habitat 
of Grauer’s gorilla, which occurs only in Congo. So the use of mobile phones is 
helping to cause the extinction of a great ape. There is of course a dark secret in the 
production of most things we use that most of us would rather not know about. 
However, in the case of gorillas and mobile phones there is something that can be 
done by everyone. Redundant phones can be recycled and in turn mined for the rare 
elements they contain.  The next time you get a new phone make a good call - don’t 
just throw the old one away, ensure it gets recycled.  
 
 
Fauna & Flora International are working with Vodaphone to aid in this process by 
collecting old phones. The recycled elements from these generate money to help 
protect things like the Grauer’s gorilla. Any one interested in donating old phones can 
either drop them at my mother’s house or collect a prepaid envelope from her and 
send them directly to FFI/Vodaphone.  
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CARRYING THE TORCH FOR HELPING OTHERS 
 
We can be very proud that out of tens of 
thousands of applicants, a Meppershall man has 
been chosen in a 3 stage selection process to 
carry the Olympic torch on one leg of its epic 
journey round Britain.  On July 9th Ian Cousins will 
carry the flame for 300 metres in Milton Keynes.  
Ian, who has lived in High Street Meppershall for 
the last 22 years, was nominated by his friend 
Martin without his being aware of it; the first he 

knew was an e-mail from Martin which he was reluctant to open because he 
thought it was a joke.   
The nomination was because, as well as being a long-time runner with 
Stopsley Striders, Ian is a very active charity worker for the St Vincent de Paul 
Society, a Roman Catholic charity founded in Paris in 1833 and providing 
friendship to the sick & needy all round the world. For 5 years Ian has been a 
member of the group based at St Francis of Assisi Church in Shefford, and for 
the last 3 years he has been its president.  The Society’s work around 
Shefford is mostly visiting the sick or elderly, sometimes following a referral 
from a hospital.  There are only 7 active visitors in the Shefford group, and 
Ian says that if his brief moment of celebrity has any value, it will be in 
helping him to make their work more widely known and encouraging more 
people to volunteer.  There are no denominational restrictions either on 
membership or on the people visited. 
At age 63 Ian still runs 3 times each week, but he says, not as fast as he used 
to.  In the past he has run 17 marathons, including the London Marathon 6 
times.  Since he had a pacemaker fitted in 2010 he has to be a little careful, 
but it clearly does not hold him back; only a year ago he married for the 
second time! 
If anyone in Meppershall is inspired by Ian’s example and would like to work 
for the St Vincent de Paul Society, please contact Ian on 01462 817348. 
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Meppershall  Village  Hall 
 

 

S U M M E R   S A L E 
 
 

25% OFF  all bookings  

of the hall for the period  
2nd July – 30th September 2012 (inclusive) 

 
 

Do you have a party or other event that you need to 
organise?  Why not take advantage of our 25% discount 

on all bookings made during that period? 
 

For more information, or to make a booking, please contact Sue 
Rafferty on 01462 816178 

 
(Discount does not apply on bookings already taken) 

 
 

Remember, it’s your village.  
 It’s your Village Hall! 
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THE LUCY PAGES   
By Lucy Standbridge 
Aged 10 
 

 

 
For my pages this month, I have 

interviewed ‘The Pink Waferz’ who 

performed at the Meppershall Music 

Festival in May this year. Accompanying the 

interview, I have questioned a few 

members of the audience about their 

reviews of the concert. 

 

What are your names, ages and where do you live? 

Katie Halford-12-from Meppershall 

Maya Cox-11-from Meppershall 

Saffron Wittering-12-from Shefford 

 

What sort of band are you? 

We are a string group and we performed at the Meppershall Music 

Festival. 

 

What instruments do you play? 

Katie and Saffron - Violin; Maya - Cello 

 

When did you first start your group? 

We first performed at the end of January and our first public 

performance was at the Music Festival. 

 

Where did your group meet? 

We all went to the school group (Robert Bloomfield) and then formed our 

own band. 
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How long have you been playing for? 

Saffron:  I started at the beginning of year four. 

Maya and Katie: We started in the middle of year three. 

 

What songs did you play at the Music Festival? 

We played the Eastenders’ theme tune, a tune called Kingston Calypso 

and another tune called Simple Syncopation. 

 

I think that the Pink Waferz performed excellently! 
 
I also interviewed a few members of the audience about what they 

thought of the Music Festival. 

 

What do you like about the Music Festival? 

Georgia Thomason (10): It is really good and there are really good 

performers. 

 

Hayley Bradshaw: I never realised we had so much talent in Meppershall!   

I really enjoyed it.  One of my favourite parts was when the Village Choir 

and the School Choir sang together. 

 

Greg Horsford: I thought it was really fantastic and there are plenty of 

talented people in the Village.  The children were especially good. 

 

Stef Bishop, who came all the way from Dunstable for the concert, said:  

It was great and a pleasure to watch and hear, but I think the piano 

should be on the stage and there should be more boys attending and 

performing.  It was good to see everyone trying their best and there was 

a good balance of acts.  I think Albane (the hostess) has got a job for 

life! 
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Calendar of Meppershall Events 
 
July 2012 

Saturday 7th    

Juke Rhythm & Blues Band 8.00pm ‘til late Village hall 

   

Wednesday 4th   

Players Panto Read-through 7.30 pm Village hall 

   

Thursday 5th    

Evergreens Tea Club 2.15 pm Sugar Loaf 

   

Wednesday 11th   

Players Panto Auditions 7.30 pm Village hall 

   

Thursday 19th    

Evergreens Tea Club 2.15 pm Sugar Loaf 

   

Monday 23rd    

Parish Council Meeting 7.45 pm Village Hall 

   

Monday-Thursday 23-26th    

Sparks Holiday Club 10.00 – 2.00 pm St Mary’s Church 

   

 
August 2012 

Thursday2nd    

Evergreens Tea Club 2.15 pm Sugar Loaf 

   

Thursday 16th    

Evergreens Tea Club 2.15 pm Sugar Loaf 

   

Sunday 19th    

Pets Service 11.00 am St Mary’s 

   

Tue 28th – Fri 31st   

Sparks Holiday Club 10.00 am – 1.00 pm Shefford Lower School 
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We all had lots of fun celebrating the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee at our 
own special Jubilee party – the children made their own bunting to 
decorate the hall and our wooden house was transformed into a royal 
castle complete with thrones! 
 

    
 
We are a friendly group who meet in Meppershall village hall on 
Tuesday afternoons from 1:30 – 3pm (term time).  If you are looking 
after a baby/toddler/pre-schooler why not come and join us!  We 
endeavour to give you a warm welcome and your first visit is FREE!  
We have a wide choice of toys, a craft table, a separate baby area and 
provide drink and biscuits for the children.   
 
Over the summer the group will be re-launching and in September will 
be called “Meppershall Tots” – more information to follow….. 
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PUZZLE PAGES 
SUDOKU PUZZLE – Hard No 3 

 

 
 
The objective is to fill a 9×9 grid with digits so that each column, each 
row, and each of the nine 3×3 sub-grids that compose the grid contains 
all of the digits from 1 to 9 
 
Paul Smith 07715-572362 
 
The Crossword opposite is a PRIZE CROSSWORD! 
Cut out that page, add your name and phone number and take your 
completed crossword to the PO/Stores.  Closing date Friday6th July.  Paul 
himself will collect them and choose the winning entry from a hat!   
See Page 38 for the winner of our prize 
 
Solution to the Sudoku on page 38.  Crossword solution next month. 

 
  

3 8 4 6

7

2 7

4 5 9

6 7

9 2 4 7 6

5 4 3 1

8 5

9 5
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PRIZE CROSSWORD No. 4 
 

 

Across 
 4 Old Joes colour reflecting the sky (4) 

 5 Lakhani (7) 

 7 OSR colour (6) 

 8 dig for victory here (10) 

 11 feathered assassins that live at 

Shuttleworth (5,2,4) 

 13 local nursery stocking spreading 

juniper? (5) 

 14 Bedford RFC's road to glory (10) 
 15 sadly departed donkey who parted the 

waters (5) 

 18 equine colour in the emerald village (5) 

 19 male bird running auctions? (7) 

 22 she has a cat clinic too (6) 

 24 funeral directors for Phil, Gary and 

Tracey (7) 

 25 movie house on a wide road in SG6 

3DD (8,6) 

 26 in partnership with the nearest Tescos 

(4) 

 27 home of the Crown (11) 

 

Down 
 1 close to the correct spelling, making that 

suit (7) 

 2 Burr (Brothers) used to sell these (5) 

 3 really quick cyclist, local girl, grew up 

here (8) 

 4 flying mammals, often seen at church 

(4) 

 6 officer, slow down the traffic (8,9) 

 9 local internet specialists (8) 
 10 home for Roger's girls (4) 

 12 double chilled beer (5,4) 

 16 home of coiled beauty (6,5) 

 17 TLA for supplies shop (3) 

 20 Benslow Lane hospital (9) 

 21 small fruit for a Vet (5) 

 22 bigger than a honey bee (6) 

 23 beach like town on the A1 (5) 

 

1 2 3 4

5 6

7

8 9

10 11 12

13

14

15 16 17

18 19

20

21

22 23 24

25

26 27
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This is a Ringmaster message from Bedfordshire Police.  Please pass the details of this 
message on to any friends and neighbours. 

Does THAT Car Belong In Your Street? 

Bedfordshire Police are urging residents to remain vigilant and to report any 
suspicious or abandoned vehicles in their area. 
In recent week there has been a slight increase in burglaries across the 
county where thieves are looking for car keys to steal the homeowner’s 
vehicle.  For most people, a car is the most expensive possession that they 
own and for this reason detectives are keen to reunite stolen property with 
their rightful owners as quickly as possible.  Newer cars generally have a 
security system in place which makes it almost impossible for the vehicle to be 
stolen without the keys. For that reason, thieves are committing burglaries 
specifically to steal car keys and any other valuables that are nearby.  To help 
reduce the risk of car theft, Bedfordshire Police is urging motorists not to leave 
their car keys or valuables anywhere where they can be easily seen from 
outside or within range to be ‘fished’ through the letterbox. 
Detective Chief Inspector Steve Vesztrocy said: “One of the greatest tools that 
Bedfordshire Police has in fighting crime and protecting the public is the 
550,000 pairs of eyes and ears that belong to the residents.  As we continue 
with our attempts to lower auto burglaries I would ask the public to remain 
vigilant and not to hesitate for a moment to report anything suspicious. Have 
you seen anyone paying particular attention to cars or houses in your road? Is 
there a car parked that isn’t ordinarily in your street? Have you seen 
somebody driving a car that isn’t theirs?  If so, let us know.” 
If you have information relating to burglaries, vehicle theft or have spotted an 
abandoned vehicle in your street, contact Bedfordshire Police, in confidence, 
on the non emergency number 101, or text information to 07786 200011.  
Alternatively contact independent charity Crimestoppers, anonymously, on 
0800 555 111, or online at crimestoppers-uk.org.  
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Hello, my name is Ben, 
I am a ‘Cinnamon Dog’ 
 
My owner Albert is in hospital, so the lovely lady who used to walk me 
through the Cinnamon Trust has been looking after me. Unfortunately Albert 
is too poorly to have me back home. I like living with the lovely lady most of 
the time, however, I don’t like being left alone. I am used to being with Albert 
all day, so I get really upset when I am on my own.   
 
The lovely lady has to go to work two days a week. She has arranged for me 
to have some walks and visitors during this time however I am so lonely. The 
people at the Cinnamon Trust are trying to help. They want to find me some 
volunteer ‘Aunties’ or ‘Uncles’ who would be willing to get to know me and 
invite me into their homes when the lovely lady is at work.  
 
Once I get to know you I am so affectionate. I am at my happiest sitting with 
you and having a cuddle. I love to have my tummy tickled and enjoy playing 
with squeaky toys.   
 
If you, or someone you know, think you could help me stay living in 
Meppershall please do contact the lovely lady.   Let’s hope you can help me 
out. 
Thank you, 
                      Ben xx 

Please, please do call Kim on 01462 811750 to find out more. 

  

The Cinnamon Trust 

 

The national charity for the 

elderly, the terminally ill and 

their pets 

 

The Cinnamon Trust 

10 Market Square 

Hayle 

Cornwall 
TR27 4HE 

www.cinnamon.org.uk 
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Restoration of a listed 15
th

 Century Meppershall Farmhouse By 

Mike Read 

 
Over the last 12 months we have been amazed 

by the local interest in our project in the High 

Street and the complimentary remarks we have 

received.   Hopefully this short contribution will 

answer some of the questions raised by villagers. 

 

The project had three main aims.  Firstly, to 

rebuild on the original footprint, the rear wing of 

the house that was demolished around 1950 

when it became unsafe (we have photographs of 

the dereliction).  Secondly, to remove the 

external cement render which was causing dampness and replace it with traditional 

lime render, and at the same time re-expose   the original timber framework beneath.  

Thirdly, to bring the main fireplace back into use, as this had been bricked up since 

1950 because it then opened onto an outside wall. 

 

Planning and extensive paperwork to obtain the necessary approvals began in the 

summer of 2008 and we were gratified by the encouragement we received from the 

Conservation Officer.  Timing was also important as lime plasterwork and pargeting 

can only be applied in March/April or September/October when the climate is 

favourable, as it must not dry out too fast or too slowly.   Cement render can trap 

moisture within the structure and fabric of the building, whilst lime render allows the 

walls to breathe. 

 

Work began in October 2009 under the watchful eye of an appointed archaeologist, as 

the house is close to the Roman settlement recently excavated opposite, and many 

artefacts have been found on our farmland over the years.   Almost immediately we 

had confirmation of what we always suspected  –  the house has little or no 

foundations!   This is relatively normal for very early timber framed buildings which 

need to move as the wood expands, contracts and distorts.   However there was a 

danger that the house would subside into the adjacent deep hole excavated for the 

rebuild, so ground retaining support had to be provided on that side. 

 

Although we were now in the middle of the severest winter for at least 25 years, work 

was only held up by about two weeks.   As the project progressed we struck our 

second major problem  –  the disturbance and vibration were causing the main 

chimney to buckle at first floor level.   (Originally in the 15
th
 Century the building was 

a Hall House  built without a chimney or upper floor   
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in the centre section, so that smoke from  fires on the ground floor escaped from holes 

at either end of the roof gable.   One of these smoke holes has been preserved in its 

original state.   The massive chimney which is 11 feet by 9 feet at the base was added 

later, probably in the 16
th

 Century).  Our very capable builders hastily constructed a 

frame with steel girders to support the upper section of the chimney and a couple of 

days later the middle part collapsed into the fireplace below, much to our dismay. 

 

Although many of the tudor bricks were salvaged from the debris and could be used to 

refurbish the fireplace, we now had to find over 1000 five-hundred year old 

replacements to reconstruct the collapsed section of the chimney above.   After 

searching the internet and some telephone calls we managed to source sufficient from 

Lincolnshire and North London to complete the job. 

While all this was going on we engaged specialist craftsmen from Suffolk to replace 

the external render and expose the oak timber frame which, with one major and one 

minor exception, turned out to be in remarkably good condition.   (A belated apology 

to our very tolerant neighbours here who were treated to an enveloping cloud of dust.)  

The new traditional render is a mixture of lime, sand, straw and cow/horsehair, 

applied over the original wattle and daub and later- dated brickwork. 

 

Pargeting (ornamental plasterwork) is unusual in ancient Bedfordshire buildings but as 

we had found remnants of former such work we took the opportunity to re-create 

some of these traditional features.   The various designs include the Green Man (a 

human face amongst foliage) and other appropriate medieval motifs and mythological 

creatures.   The boxing hares would have been a common sight centuries ago, and the 

thistle emblem was granted to the owner of Manor Farm in 1604 by King James I 

(also to be seen on the front of the Manor House).    

 

Restoration of the farmhouse to its original size and appearance has achieved an 

unexpected sense of completeness that was previously absent, as well as extending the 

longevity of the structure.  

 

We are very grateful to Mike for allowing us to use this piece, originally written in 

2011, describing the restoration of Manor Farm undertaken by himself and Sandra. 

Sadly, Sandra herself is once again in hospital; we wish her a speedy recovery and 

look forward to her resuming her series on Meppershall’s historic personalities. Ed. 
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Meppershall 

Summer Fair 

Sat 30
th

 June 2012 

 

On the field behind the Village Hall SG17 5LX 

 

Grand opening with an ‘Olympic Torch’ at 1pm 

 Free Entry! 

Ark Mobile Farm 

Model Railway 

Traditional Fun & Games  

Scrufts 

Arts, Crafts & Gifts 

Clay with Carol 

Tug of War 

Catering For All 

Grand Village Photo at 3pm 

 

Have you displayed the poster yet? 

 Prize for most interesting position 

 

Further info please contact Linda Primett 01462 815629  

Meppershall village hall registered charity number 300052  
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 ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI 
CATHOLIC CHURCH 

HIGH STREET SHEFFORD 
 

SATURDAY MASS  6pm RAF HENLOW 
SUNDAY MASSES  9am & 5.15pm AT SHEFFORD 
 

For weekday services and confessions please see notices in the church or 
telephone: 
Parish Priest Canon Noonan on 813436 or  
Parish Secretary Rose Boulton on 811547 or email rosedene@talktalk.net 

 

  

St Mary's Church Meppershall tea towels and mugs for sale! 

 

Did you know that the Village Stores sells mugs and tea towels 

commemorating our beautiful church of St Mary's? Please have a 

look! The quality Linen Union tea towels also show other 

important village institutions (village hall and the school, to 

name a couple) drawn by a local artist.  Both mugs and tea 

towels have the attractive traditional blue colour of St Mary.  

Prices are as follows: 

Linen Union St Mary’s Tea Towels: 1 for £4.50, 2 for £8.00, 3 

for £12.00, 4 for £15.00.  St Mary's mugs: £3.50 each or 3 for 

£10. 

Rest assured that all proceeds from the sale of these items go 

towards church funds. With thanks for your valued support. 

 

mailto:rosedene@talktalk.net
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SOLUTIONS TO PUZZLE  
FROM PAGE 30 

 
SUDOKU 

 

CROSSWORD 
Solution to last month’s Prize  
crossword No 3 

         

5 3 1 7 8 2 4 6 9

2 7 9 3 4 6 8 1 5

4 6 8 1 9 5 3 2 7

1 4 7 6 5 9 2 8 3

6 5 3 2 1 8 9 7 4

9 8 2 4 3 7 1 5 6

7 9 5 8 2 4 6 3 1

8 1 4 5 6 3 7 9 2

3 2 6 9 7 1 5 4 8

F R I D A Y C W A T T S

L P A C P

I V P O L E H A N G E R I

T O L O O A L N

B L U E J O N L A M B L E Y N

V S H A T E

O P I C Y

R L G G H C

S A V I N L A A W O

H M L W A T E R T O W E R

E E I O W A R N

C A R R O T S O R A N G E T R E E

R I T T D R E H R

I D E P D A

B L A C K B E R R I E S L

B N S G S A

A S E T A S I D E S I G N L I N E

G O O O

E N E V I L L E

Regrettably, in a small field, 
there were no winners last 
month. 
See the full solution below. 
Obviously not enough people 
play Cribbage (19d) and know 
of David Watts garage(4a). 
 
Have a go this month and 
challenge our setter, Paul 
Smith. You have a week 
longer this month because 
distribution is early. All the 
answers have a connection 
with Meppershall. 
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY/CALENDER: 
Players Stall & Arena performance at The Summer Fair – Sat 30th June. 
Pantomime Read Through – Wed 4th July, 7.30pm. 
Pantomime Auditions – Wed 11th July, 7.30pm. 
Aladdin  –    Fri 30th Nov, 7.45pm. 

        Sat 1st Dec, 3pm & 7.45pm. 
        Fri 7th Dec, 7.45pm. 
        Sat 8th Dec, 3pm & 7.45pm.  
    

Colette House has kindly volunteered to draw up a rota for the front of 
house activities at our shows, so if you are interested in making teas, 
selling raffle tickets/programmes etc, please contact Colette   
 
PIANIST WANTED! If you are interested please contact the Players   
 
The players meet every Wednesday evening at 7.30pm at the Village 
Hall. Membership is free and we welcome anyone from the age of 9 
years to 90+. To indulge in acting, singing, directing, choreographing, 
sound, lighting, set building, scenery painting, front of house, 
backstage, stage managing, make up, costumes, etc. 
 
If you are interested in any of the above we look forward to meeting 
you. 
 

Karen Mitchell (Players Chairman) 01462 816336  



 40 

   
                                     
Our May meeting was spent visiting a number of our members’ 
allotments in the village. This was a popular choice as it is a very good 
way to share our knowledge and ask each other for gardening advice. 
 
In June we plan to have an evening meeting followed by a glass of wine 
and nibbles. The meeting will include final plans for our stall at The 
Great British Meppershall Summer Fair. Let’s hope we have some great 
British summer sunshine to make the day a good one! 
  
Thank you to the MGC members who have worked so hard on the 
Village Hall planters and borders recently. As I write this in early June 
the front border looks so beautiful. 
 
Until next time                    
Kim Lee Tyler 
 
 
 
 
 
 

For more information on the Garden Club, call: 
Linda Parker   01462  815114  or 
Kim Lee Tyler  01462  811750  or 
Sarah Till  01462  817176  or  

e-mail at: meppershallgardenclub@hotmail.co.uk 
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10 Top Gardening Tasks for July 
 

 Dead-head roses, perennials and annuals to keep them flowering 

 When it stops raining, mulch your borders with compost, bark or cocoa-shell, to 

preserve that moisture for the hot, dry weather to come (ever the optimist!) 

 Despite the rain, pots and baskets can remain dry as large leaves act as umbrellas - 

check them regularly 

 Continue to feed tomatoes, strawberries in tubs, and patio pots with tomato food, 

for the best fruit and flowers  

 Lift early potatoes, and earth-up maincrop varieties 

 Propagate strawberries by potting up runners from healthy plants 

 Harvest any crops regularly - most taste best when cut young 

 There is still time in early July to plant runner and French beans where you want 

them to grow - for an Autumn crop 

 Take cuttings of tender perennials, eg Penstemons, Pelargoniums and Marguerites 

and grow the cuttings on indoors.  This is an easy and cheap way to increase your 

stock 

 ....remember to enjoy your garden, hopefully at its best now!  I plan to sit outside 

with an early evening glass of something cold, perhaps reading the Autumn bulb 

catalogues - at least that’s my excuse..... 

 

BEASTS: Watch out for: 

All of last month’s pests and diseases are still around, but are joined by: blight (on 

tomatoes as well as potatoes), powdery mildew, rust, blossom end rot (tomatoes) 

earwigs, scale insects, carrot fly, red spider mite and aphids. The best defence is a 

sharp eye, removing the source - but gardens with bird feeders have less aphids as the 

birds eat the seeds as a starter then feed on the bugs for their main course! 

 

BEAUTIES: Enjoy in flower:  

BULBS & PERENNIALS: Lilies, Day Lilies, Hollyhocks, Salvia, Sweet Peas, 

Crocosmia, Agapanthus, Cosmos,  and later, DAHLIAS in the brightest colours 

imaginable 

SHRUBS: Roses, Buddleia, Hydrangea, Lavender, Fuchsia, mid-season Clematis 

 
 

Garden Tips are kindly provided by Viv Harvey of the Meppershall Garden Club.   

  



 42 

NOTICE BOARD 
MEPPERSHALL SOCIAL CLUB 
 
Saturday 30th June – Lee’s Disco Karaoke 
Lee has proved to be very popular in the past.  
 
Saturday 7th July – Juke  
A live group that play Rhythm and Blues who have proved popular on the music 
circuit.  Ticket Entry is £5.00 to include a Ploughman’s supper, available from the bar 
or call Gemma on 07968 529282  
 
Saturday 22nd September – Back by popular demand a Quiz Nite hosted by Mr Pete 
Chapman with a Ploughman’s supper.  Cost £3.00 per person for teams of up to 6 
people.  Call Gemma on 07968 529282 
 
Other events that the club organises will be in an updated advert in the Messenger, 
to follow in July.  Keep your diary clear to avoid disappointment! 
See a member of the bar staff for a membership form. 
We also have two full size snooker tables open to members only, so why not become 
a member and come and enjoy yourself? 
 

 
A Joy of Life 

 
A row of little faces 
A quick gasp of recognition 
Running feet, then arms about my legs 
I lift high and down to clutch against my chest 
A small warm body with hands about my neck 
Lips to my ear, a softly spoken word 
Grandad. 
Another joy of life to be tucked away and remembered. 
 
Jon 
I am very sorry to say that my filing has let me down and I cannot remember who Jon 
is, but if he will remind me, I will be very happy to acknowledge his authorship of this 
charming little verse which every granddad will relate to.-Ed 
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ITEMS FOR SALE 
 

 

WALL SHELVES, pretty shabby chic dresser style. 
Matte painted white pine with two small drawers. 
61cm wide, 20cm deep, 112cm tall. Offers near £30, 
Stotfold call/text 07941 687746 

RADIATOR nearly new with fixtures and valve. 50cm wide, 7cm deep, 62 cm 
tall.   £12, Stotfold. 
                             call/text 07941 687746 

 

USED TRAMPOLINE in good condition. It is 10 foot wide and includes an 
almost new rain cover. It will need a new safety surround and possibly a 
safety net, depending on the age of your children. My children have grown 
out of it now but have had hours of fun on it. £30. Collection only. Phone 
Julie on 01462 817371. 

 

Qualcast Rotary Mower. £`15 ono. 
 
Electric Fan, 2-speed, £5.           (Both surplus to requirements.) 

 
Phone Susan on 01462-811419 – leave a message and number. 

 

 

FREE CYCLE 
 

IF ANYONE IS MOVING HOUSE, AND NEEDS BOXES, 
I have quite a large number of flat-pack, professional removers’ 
Boxes in my garage - free if you would like them. 
 
Phone Susan on 01462-811419: leave message if I’m out. 
 

  



 44 

 
Meppershall Pre-school Ponderings 

 

Thank you very much to the organisers of the recent Music and Lyrics Concert for the 
generous donation of £380 to the Pre-School.  Every penny will be well spent on 
musical and art items which will be very much appreciated by all the children, staff 
and parents!  The concert was very special and I hope to go again next year. 
After the success of last year, a repeat of the Mini Olympics event was a highlight this 
term, with lots of excited children taking part and a supportive audience on the day.  
There was even a special Jubilee race, where the children had to dress up and collect 
a toy dog on their way to the finish; a few brave parents volunteered to have a go as 
well.  Each child then received a chocolate medal up on the stage and beamed with 
pride.  We also raised enough money to buy a new gazebo, to replace the one that 
blew down in the wind at last year’s summer fair.   
The older children will be visiting the Lower School three times this term to help 
them prepare for September. It is an exciting but daunting time for each of them, but 
the staff are adept at supporting them through this transition, and the children 
already have a great rapport with each other. It is however still a huge milestone in 
every child and parent’s life! 
Looking forward to September, the children starting school will be dearly missed, but 
we will have many spaces to fill with eager new faces.  If you have a child who will 
soon be two and a half, and you feel they are ready to try something new, come and 
visit Meppershall Pre-School. If you are interested please ring Joy on 01462 817359 
in session time to arrange a free taster session. 

 
Session times (term time only): 

Monday to Friday                                       9.30am – 12.00pm 
Monday to Friday LUNCH CLUB   12.00pm – 12.30pm 
Monday, Wednesday and Friday   12.30pm – 3.00pm 
 
Meppershall Village Hall, High Street, Meppershall, Beds, SG17 5LX 
01462 817359 (in session time), or www.meppershall-ps.co.uk 
 

Registered Charity: 1031913  
  

http://www.meppershall-ps.co.uk/
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THE BIKE SHED       By Wayne Allen 
 TRIUMPH - the rise fall and rise 

As June is the month of the Queen’s 

Diamond Jubilee and all things 
British, a brief insight into the 

legendary marque of the Triumph 

Motorcycles seemed appropriate. The 
history, as you will see, had a 

multinational birth before maturing 
into one of the great British icons of 

our time. 

 
Triumph Cycle Company was founded 

in 1886 by Siegfried Bettmann a German migrant. He started in 1884 selling 

rebadged cycles as ‘Bettmann’ which was based in London. In 1889 the company 
relocated to Coventry. The first Triumph motorcycle was produced in 1902 using a 

Minerva engine made in Belgium. 1903 saw a German subsidiary opened to build and 
sell motorcycles.  In 1915, despite its strong links to Germany, the Allied forces 

purchased 30,000 bikes from Triumph during the First World War.  

There were a number of significant changes to the management and the company as 
a whole in the 1930s.  A significant landmark was the purchase of Triumph 

Motorcycles, which had now split from Triumph Cars, by Jack Sangster who formally 
owned Ariel. In 1940 the Coventry factory was destroyed by bombing but was rebuilt 

at Meriden in 1942. During the course of the war some 50,000 bikes were produced. 

In 1950 Triumph sold more bikes in the USA than in any other market, including 
Britain. 1952 saw Sangster sell Triumph to BSA for £2.5M.  

In 1953 the film, ‘The Wild One’ saw Marlon Brando ride a Triumph Thunderbird 6T, 
and 1959 saw the launch of the famous Bonneville model which is the most 

recognised of the Triumph range. During 1963 in the film ‘The Great Escape’, Steve 

McQueen rode a Triumph TR6 Trophy in what has to be one of most recognised bike 
chases in film history. 1977 Triumph produced a Jubilee Special edition of the 

Bonneville to mark The Queen’s Silver Jubilee. Staying with the Royal theme, in 1981 

a limited edition of 250 ‘Royal Wedding’ Bonnevilles were produced to commemorate 
the marriage of Lady Diana Spencer and Prince Charles. Sadly not long after, in 1983 

Triumph closed its gates at Meriden due to intense competition and performance of 
the Japanese manufactures. 

Thankfully though, a property developer John Bloor retains the name Triumph and 

continues building under license by LF Harris in Devon. As the 1980s progress, Bloor 
invested in a new facility at Hinckley to start producing a new line of bikes with state-

of-the art machinery. The company launched a brand new range of bikes at the 1990 
Cologne Bike Show. From here it gained a new following and demand has driven 

record sales for Triumph over the subsequent years. Triumph is now a manufacture 

of class-leading bikes and innovative design. In 2004 the Triumph Rocket III was 
released, being the first production bike with a displacement of over 2000cc. The 

Bonneville remain in production to this day.  

The Triumph Bonneville-t-2w 
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COVERS BY REQUEST 
 
We owe this month’s cover to the computer skills of our own Treasurer, John 
Thompson.  The original pictures are from Colette House (Viv & Karen) and 
Ian Cousins.  These three feature on our cover because all three of them will 
be providing an Olympic-style opening for our very own Great British 
Meppershall Summer Fair.  (The other couple on the cover were otherwise 
engaged!) 
 
If you would like to see a specific picture on our cover, please get in touch in time for 
us to arrange with one of our in-house “paparazzi” to do the business.  
          Ed. 
 

 

SIGNIFICANT EVENTS 
 

Alan Pritchard will be 82 on 1st July 
David Corns will be 91 on 27th July 

 
Congratulations to both of the above 
_____________________________________________________  

St Mary’s Parish Registers: 
Baptism: 
03/06/12 – Kai Michael Blackham 
Marriage: 
04/06/12 -  Rebecca Whittle & Timothy Parsons 
23/06/12 – Claire Smyth & Andrew Foote 
Burial: 
25/05/12 – Jo Clark (Interment of ashes) 
01/06/12 – James Cameron 
Confirmation: 
At Langford on 07/06/12 –          Wendy Corns 
    Jane Summerfield 
    Jan Worthington 
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St Mary The Virgin 
Meppershall Parish Church (Church of England) 

Church Road, off Campton Road 
Contact information during interregnum 
Churchwardens:  
Brian Bellamy 01462 815944 (Pastoral Assistant);  
Brenda Wright 01462 816446. 
Lay Reader (Licensed Lay Minister):  
Pam Halliwell 01462 817069 pamhalliwell@talktalk.net  
(usual day off – Monday) 
PCC Secretary:  
Anne Parsons 01462 813333 annie10639@gmail.com 
PCC contributions to The Messenger, Parish Records CD etc:  
James Read 01462 857836 meppershall.pcc@gmail.com  

Special Announcement 
We are delighted to announce that following a successful interview day in May, and 
with grateful thanks to St Johns College Cambridge, the Diocese of St Albans and the 
Archdeacon of Bedford, the Parish Church of St Mary Meppershall and the United 
Benefice of Meppershall and Shefford will receive Reverend Veronica Goodman as its 
new Rector. Rev Goodman will move to Meppershall from Dunstable where she 
currently serves the four churches in the Parish of Dunstable. 

SERVICES – JULY 2012 

Date Time Service 

Sunday July 1st   

4th after Trinity 
11.00 am 
10.30am 

Parish Communion  
Junior Church at the School 

Sunday July 8th 
5th after Trinity 

8.30 am Holy Communion 

Sunday 15th  
6th after Trinity 
St Swithin’s Day 

8.30 am 
11.00 am 

Holy Communion 
All Age Service 

Sunday July 22nd  
7th after Trinity 

11.00 am Family Communion and JC. 
Commissioning of Sparks 
Leaders & Helpers 

Sunday 29th  
8th after Trinity 

11.00 am United Benefice Service (with 
St Michael’s).   Sparks 
Celebration 
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St Mary’s Weekday Service:  

A Holy Communion (Book of Common Prayer), each Wednesday at 10am. 

A message from St Mary’s… 
"The tumult and the shouting dies'' is the quote that came to mind as I sat down to write 
this.  We were all inspired by the Jubilee celebrations, whether we joined in Community 
events or watched TV. Just before the week-end one of the children at School told me 
that he had written to the Queen and had a reply promising that his letter would be 
displayed with others in London, so Meppershall was represented at the centre of things!  
I told this story at St Mary's very own Jubilee Service in which all ages had a part to play. 
We now know who our new Rector will be and we hope you will celebrate with us as 
you read the Special Announcement in this issue of the Meppershall Messenger. 
More news will follow in the coming weeks. This wonderful news comes on the heels 
of our celebrations on June 7th when 3 members of the Village choir were confirmed in 
Henlow Church. It was a moving Service taken by the Bishop of Hertford and the 
candidates were well supported and our spirits were not dampened by the weather! 
We have some interesting events to look forward to in July and August. The Sparks Holiday 
Club will take place just after the end of term, under new Management, as they say. 
Those of us who have been involved over many years felt we needed a break. Many of 
us have had to take on new responsibilities this year and though we do this with joy it 
has been tiring.  On the third Sunday in August, the 19th ,we plan to hold a Pet Service at 
11 am.  We hope lots of children will come but please bring dogs on their leads and keep 
cats, rabbits and small animals in secure baskets.  Snakes and pet insects need to be in 
boxes: we want all our animal friends to get home safely!  As you receive this we will we 
hope to have started serving teas and cake on Sunday afternoons.  In planning this we 
have had dog walkers much in mind. We hope summer will have arrived so that we can 
all share the beauty of the surroundings. 
We are excited by the challenges that will surely face us next year and full of hope that 
we will get to know many of you better. We know that the Holy Spirit will be our guide 
and inspiration as we go forward with our new Rector into a new phase in our life. We 
hope you will want to be part of it too. 

 
With every blessing,  Pam Halliwell,  Reader. 
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Junior Church 
 
 
June was a quiet month for Junior Church, but none the less the 
Queen’s Diamond Jubilee gave the village much to celebrate. 
 
July will be livelier, hopefully on our Sunday sessions as well as the 
action packed Olympics themed Summer Holiday Clubs.  We pray for 
many enthusiastic, excited and energetic children to take part in what 
promises to be a fantastic event. 
 
Junior Church meets at Meppershall Lower School every first Sunday of 
the month.  We will be meeting at the School on Sunday 1 July – 11am 
to 12noon.  Please feel free to come and join us.   
 
Blessings 
 
The JC Team  
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Shefford and Meppershall Churches Present 
 

 

 

Featuring David - “From Shepherd to King” 

Meppershall: 23rd - 26th July 10-2pm - St Mary’s Church 

Shefford : 28th - 31st August 10-1pm - Shefford Lower School 

 

 Come and join us at Meppershall or Shefford for a 

Christian holiday club full of arts, crafts, sports and 

fun for children aged 5 to 12 years.  

 

 

 

Registration forms available through The Messenger, local 

schools or email: dawn.abbatt@gmail.com 

 

  

Meppershall 

Dawn       816 962 

Morag 643 387 

Shefford 

Fran     850 115 

Elspeth     817 199 
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Meppershall                     Shefford        

St Mary’s Church                        Shefford Lower School 

23
rd

 to 26
th

 July        28
th

 to 31
st

 August 

10 - 2pm       10 – 1pm                    
Meppershall only - Bring a packed lunch!  

Please tick the days your child would like to attend 

Name of Child ………………………………………..  Age ……………. 

Address ………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Parent’s Name ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Home phone number …………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Mobile (Emergency Contact) ………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Allergies, Medical conditions ……………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

If possible could I be with my friend …………………………………………………………………………………….. 

(We can only attempt to satisfy requests where possible) 

 

I give permission for my child to join in with all the activities. 

I give my consent for medical treatment or first aid arising out of illness or accident. 

I understand that this takes place on an open site.  I give/do not give permission for my child to be 

photographed. 

 

Signed …………………………………………………………………………………….    Date …………………………………….. 

Places are limited, booking and pre-payment essential, no admissions on the day. 

 Please wear old clothes. Contact Dawn (816962) or Fran (850115) for any further information. 

  

 
23

rd
 July 

Cheques for £2.50 / day  

made payable to 

Meppershall PCC 

return to  

Meppershall Lower School  

or 28 Brookmead 

 
28

th
 August 

Cheques for £2 / day  

made payable to 

Shefford Baptist Church 

return to 

Shefford Baptist Church  

(The Manse)  

or Shefford Lower School 

 
24

th
 July 

 
29

th
 August 

 
25

th
 July 

 
30

th
 August 

 
26

th
 July 

 
31

st
 August 
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MEXICAN TACOS              JULY 2012 

 

INGREDIENTS FOR FILLING 

Olive oil for frying 

1 onion, chopped 

1 clove of garlic, crushed 

1 green and 1 red pepper, deseeded and finely chopped. 

200g lean minced beef 

Half a teaspoon cayenne pepper. 

1 tablespoon tomato purree 

100 ml water 

Salt and freshly ground black pepper. 

 

TO SERVE 

4 taco shells 

50g grated cheddar cheese. 

METHOD 

 

1) Heat the oil in a frying pan and add the onion, garlic and peppers. 

Cook for about 4 minutes until they begin to soften. 

2) Add the mince and cayenne pepper. Cook until the mince is 

browned (about 5 minutes). 

3) Stir in the tomato puree and water, season with the salt and pepper 

and simmer for 15 minutes, until all the water is absorbed. 

4) Follow the instructions on the pack of taco shells to heat them. 

5) Divide the mixture equally and spoon an even amount into each taco 

shell. 

6) Garnish with the cheese and serve immediately with a fresh salad or 

some potato wedges. 

 

 
 
Recipes are kindly supplied each month by Brenda Putwain. 
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WORD SEARCH 
 

Can you find 21 roads in Meppershall, hidden in the square below? 
 
 

 
 

Many thanks to Paul Smith for this puzzle as well as his regular contributions.  
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A very happy birthday to those of you 
celebrating birthdays in July 

 

Anabella Gould who will be 15 on the 1st 

Charlotte Rose who will 5 on the 3rd 

Oliver Zimmerman who will be 13 on the 6th 

Chelsea Addams who will be 15 on the 6th 

Charlotte Watson who will be 11 on the 12th 

Chloe Watson who will be 11 on the 12th 

Joshua Wright who will be 12 on the 13th 

James Metcalfe who will be 10 on the 14th 

Erica Ward who will be 13 on the 17th  

Scott Metcalfe who will be 8 on the 17th 

George Nash who will be 6 on the 18th  

Elysia Warner who will be 7 on the 20th  

Cameron Maxwell who will be 10 on the 26th  

Kerys Henderson who will be 10 on the 26th  

Ella Gregg who will be 14 on the 30th 

 
 

If you are under 16 and would like your name added to 

the birthday page, please call Louise Hutson on 814148  
or email at louhuts@btconnect.com 
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THE MEPPERSHALL MESSENGER 
 
CONTRIBUTIONS 
 
The editor welcomes contributions to the Messenger, whether as letters, articles or notices.  Contributions 
should preferably be as attachments to e-mail but hand written contributions may be sent by post, left at 
the Editor’s address below or in the folder kept at the Village Stores.  Contributions should run to not more 
than one A5 page (except by prior arrangement) and should be received by the Editor not later than the 
12th of the month for publication at the end of that month.   Contributions received after the deadline may 
be held over. 
 
DISCLAIMER 
 
The Editor reserves the right to omit or alter any advertisement or article and to change the content, 
format or issue date of the magazine without prior notice.  The Editor cannot be held responsible for the 
factual correctness of, or for any libellous comment or statement made in any advertisement, article or 
other contribution published in this magazine.  Every effort will be made to avoid any deliberate attempt 
to mislead or otherwise cause harm or damage to any person or persons by any advertisement, article or 
any other contribution published in this magazine. 
 
THE TEAM 
 

Editor Dick Bulley 116  Shefford Road 815114 
   E-mail: richard.bulley@btinternet.com 
Advertising and 
Distribution 

Colette House 90  Fildyke Road 815585 
Email: colettehouse@gmail.com 

Production Co-
ordination 

Enid Pamment 112 High Street 851397   
Email: enidpamment@aol.com 

Treasurer John Thompson 16  Brookmead  812983 
   Email: jthompson244@btinternet.com 

 
 

Collating Dates for your diaries  

2012 2013 

June 25  January 28  

July 30 Double February 25  

August No  March 25  

September 24  April 29  

October 29  May 28 Tue 

November 26 Double June 24  

December No  July 29 Double 

 

mailto:richard.bulley@btinternet.com

