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EDITORIAL 
 
 We are now in that season when things seem to 
accelerate towards the C-word.  We have had Harvest 
Festival; when you are reading this it will be almost 
Halloween, then Bonfire Night, then December and 
then…… 
 
Our Calendar this month covers November and 
December, so you can already see the seasonal fairs, 
bazaars, pantomimes and all the trimmings that cram 
into this time of year.  You may have noticed that we 
have included more events in Shefford this year: we think that Meppershall 
readers want to know about them and we know that several copies find their 
way to Shefford, where we are told they are much appreciated. 
 
We are very pleased to be able to include the item on page 8 reporting that 
Chris & Christine Foster won a silver award from CPRE for their footpaths on 
Polehanger Farm and a special commendation for their contribution to the 
creation of the Shefford Hill path.  It is fitting that work by our local landowners 
receives recognition at County level. 
 
After some anxiety about whether Meppershall would have its annual bonfire 
and fireworks this year, we are also very pleased to carry an advert for this 
year’s show on page 20.  It has to be on 10th November because our regular 
pyrotechnicians are away on the previous weekend, but that allows the really 
dedicated to take in two shows in one year! 
 
And finally, let me draw your attention to page 31, concerning the election of 
the Police & Crime Commissioner for Bedfordshire.  I recently saw a TV news 
item where someone told an interviewer that he had never heard of this newly 
created position.  You have no such excuse, so use your vote on 15th November 
to influence how we are policed in the future. 
 
Dick Bulley
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LETTERS 

 
Letter from Mr & Mrs Parker                                                             103, High Street 
 
To Whom It May Concern, 
On returning home from work on Wednesday 4th September I saw, to my 
disbelief, that the retaining brick wall on my drive had been demolished. 
It is bad enough using my drive to reverse on – that in itself is out of order – but 
to do so and damage our property is outrageous; and rude, since no note of 
apology was put through my door.  Either don’t do it or be brave enough to say 
sorry. 
Even this late after the event, I would hope that the person responsible would have the guts 
to come forward.  -  Ed 
 

Letter from Penny & Mick Trundle 
 

We gathered from far and near into a beautiful setting 
We devoured our supper with huge enjoyment 
We sang along with Razz 
We talked & talked & talked 
We laughed & laughed & laughed –  
We CELEBRATED 
Thank you anyone and everyone who helped to make our Golden Wedding 
such a wonderful, memorable party.  The charities we chose benefitted greatly 
– sharing nigh on £1,000. 
‘Thank you’ seems so inadequate for how we feel, but it is all we have – so 
thank you very much. 
          Penny & Mick Trundle 
Letter from Dick Bulley 
 
I am abusing my position as Editor just to say thank you to all who made the 
Harvest Supper such an enjoyable occasion. The Village Hall was full on the 
evening of 15th October with people simply enjoying each other’s company; 
some of us also met Rector Roni for the first time. The meal, as ever, was 
delicious – many thanks to the ladies in the kitchen -  and the auction of 
produce was the usual virtuoso performance by John Chillman.  I am told that 
the evening raised more than £500, which will be divided equally between St 
Mary’s and the charity adopted by the Bishop of St Albans, which this year is 
assistance to farmers in the Dominican Republic to recover from natural 
disasters.  Long may this rural tradition continue! 

Dick 
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MEPPERSHALL NEWS IN BRIEF 

THE NEW RECTOR TAKES OFFICE 
The Church of St Mary the Virgin, Meppershall, was packed on the evening of 
26th September for the institution and induction of the new Rector of the 
United Benefice of Meppershall and Shefford.  The two parishes take turns to 
host the induction of their new Rector, and this was St Mary’s turn.  A big 
congregation from both parishes saw and heard the Bishop of Bedford, The 
Right Revd. Richard Atkinson, license the Revd. Veronica (Roni) Goodman as 
our new priest; this was followed by her induction, when the Asst. Rural Dean 
of Ampthill & Shefford, The Revd. Dean Henley formally presented her with the 
keys of both churches.  In his sermon, Bishop Atkinson urged both priest and 
congregation to release their imaginations in their approach to the everyday 
issues of the parish. 
After her induction, Roni was welcomed by representatives of local clerical and 
secular organisations: the lay Co-Chairperson of the Deanery, the Church 
Wardens of both churches, the Mayor of Shefford, the Chair of Meppershall 
Parish Council and the Head Teacher of Meppershall Lower School.  At the end 
of a service that was both moving and inspiring, many of the congregation 
adjourned to Meppershall Village Hall for refreshments and the chance to meet 
the new Rector socially. 
Two people who would normally have been at this service were prevented by 
illness: Brian Bellamy and Trevor Thorley.  We understand that Janet Thorley 
and Brian are now recovering, and we wish them well. 
 

SOCIAL CLUB QUIZ NIGHT RAISES £400 FOR KEECH COTTAGE. 
There was a modest turnout for the Quiz Night on 22nd September, but those 
who were there had a most enjoyable evening.  Eugene O’Sullivan, deputising 
for Peter Chapman, set a good variety of questions and there was healthy 
competition between the teams, even if team ‘Eric’ did win in the end, again!  
All the winners donated their prizes to Keech Cottage. 
 

THE WANDERBUS FINDS A NEW COORDINATOR 
Following our poster campaign and adverts in the Messenger and other village 
magazines, The Wanderbus is delighted to welcome Jenny Gilbert as the new 
Coordinator.  Jenny lives in the High Street and has recently retired after 
spending her career as a research chemist in the pharmaceutical sector. 
Jenny’s appointment continues the tradition established from the beginnings of 
the Wanderbus 23 years ago that Meppershall folk (Meppershall-ians, -ites?)  
have always provided a high proportion of its personnel as drivers, 
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Coordinators or Treasurers; indeed if you have a spare morning or afternoon a 
month to spare why not  become a Wanderbus driver: a car driving licence only 
is required and MIDAS assessments and training will be given please call 01767 
318444. 
Remember that all our routes and services are open to everyone - all the 
details and timetables are available on our website www.wanderbus.co.uk. 
Finally a note to organisers of local groups – did you know that the Wanderbus 
is available for hire, with a driver, for your local outings/trips at weekends and 
certain afternoons and evenings – interested? Please phone 01767 318444.  
 

MEPPERSHALL BROWNIES  
On our return from the summer holidays, we decided we would celebrate the 
amazing Paralympics by earning the Brownie Disability Awareness Badge this 
term.  We have so far had a ‘senses’ evening, where the girls had to guess the 
crisp flavour (they were amazingly good at this), guess the smell, guess the 
object by touch (which caused much amusement as the adults took part and 
were given a pretend hairy tarantula to identify) and lots of other fun activities. 
We also have a lady and her dog from Hearing Dogs for the Deaf coming soon 
to tell us all about the work they do, to show us how the dogs can help those 
with hearing problems, and teach us the Brownie promise in sign language.  We 
have also held an ‘Under the Sea’ themed evening and an ‘Autumn’ evening 
when the Brownies made bird feeders and apple crumble. 
We are also busy this term with our fund raising for Operation Christmas Child 
and will be filling the boxes on 12th November, ready for them to be collected 
by the Salvation Army and taken to the children in need in foreign countries in 
time for Christmas.  If you have anything you would like to donate for the boxes 
then please let me know; the contact number is 07817 392325.  
 
We welcome four new Brownies who have started with us: Simran, Elysia, 
Caitlin and Ella, and look forward to their ‘Promise’ ceremony soon.  We sadly 
said goodbye to Bryony, who came along to help as part of her community 
involvement for her Duke of Edinburgh Award.  She enjoyed it so much that she 
stayed on to help and has nearly completed her Brownie Leader qualification. 
Bryony has left us to go to University but has been a great help over the years 
so we thank her and wish her well in her new adventure.  She has promised 
that when she is back in the village she will pop in to see us. 
 
Suzanne, Gemma, Rosie, Emma and Chloe (aka the Owls) 
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MEPPERSHALL BAKERY BEES by Roger 
  

Hi. Now is the time to sit back and enjoy the fruits of our bees’ labours: honey 
and mead (next year). 
There is little beekeeping work to be done in the apiary this month, just an 
occasional visit, like mine on the 9th October, but what a joy. Bees from all the 
hives were very busy foraging for pollen, and what a lot of pollen they were 
bringing in. Four in ten bees returning to the hive had yellow trousers or the 
pollen sacs on their legs were full. They were crash-landing into the front of the 
hive - some were hitting the hives so fast they bounced off onto the floor into 
the grass. Some pollen was being knocked off by the mouse guards that I had 
placed in front of the opening, under the porch.  Most of the yellow pollen is 
ivy nectar which is carbohydrate for part of their stores. This honey soon 
crystallises and one year I left a super on to see what ivy honey was like. It was 
an acquired taste which is supposed to be good for migraines – I would rather 
have the headache. 
It was nice just to sit for an hour to watch the bees at work, and to enjoy the 
feeling that I have done my best to help them to survive the winter. In 
November everything is very quiet in the hive. There is little or no pollen or 
nectar available outside, so there is limited opportunity for foraging.  In 
reasonable weather bees will still leave the hive occasionally to get rid of waste 
products, and to remove the corpses of dead bees. Some bees may also fly out 
to gather water if it’s needed to dilute stores.  
The population continues to fall, the long-lived winter bees having replaced the 
harder worked summer bees. Food consumption is at a minimum as there is 
little if any brood rearing and practically no work to be done. The winter cluster 
will be broken only during warm spells. The honey bee is cold blooded so its 
body adopts the ambient temperature of its environment, except that when 
the bee is stationary it can raise its body temperature by action of the wing 
muscles (shivering). It can also keep its body temperature up as it flies, so a bee 
can fly outside the hive when the temperature drops below freezing. If the bee 
stands still when the temperature falls below 8c it will die. The individual bee 
cannot control its own body temperature but the colony can regulate it inside 
the cluster. As the outside temperature falls below 18c the bees begin to 
cluster, to form a ball of bees, and as the temperature falls below 14c the 
cluster is fully formed. It has a compact outer shell of quiet, still bees and an 
inner-core where the bees can move about. The shell is made up of a few 
layers of bees with their heads facing into the core and their abdomens on the 
outside where the stings are ready to protect the core if necessary. Nature is 
wonderful.  
Honey available at Roger’s Bakery - see you there. 
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MEPPERSHALL PARISH COUNCIL REPORT 
 

The Parish Council met on Monday 8th October.  
 
At the meeting we were advised by the Clerk that the external audit had been 
completed without any issues and the confirmation certificate has been posted 
on the notice board outside the Village Hall. 
 
Concern was expressed that there was a lot of litter being deposited on the 
new path to Shefford, and Central Beds Councillor Tony Brown offered to try 
and get Central Beds to install a new waste bin for general litter and dog waste. 
 
The new picnic benches and litter bins have been installed at Fosters Field and 
Old Road Meadow, together with a new litter bin next to the salt bin in Fildyke 
Road, preventing the salt bin from being used for litter. 
 
Finally we received a report on the progress of the annual allotment 
inspections which are being carried out prior to annual rent letters being 
distributed. There are still some vacant allotments of various sizes available. 
The rent is from only £12.00 per annum; please contact the Clerk if you are 
interested by email to meppershallclerk@gmail.com or telephone 01462 
637531. 
 
Future Parish Council Meeting Dates 
Monday 12th November 2012 and Monday 10th December 2012 – 7:45 pm in 
Meppershall Village Hall. 
 
Please remember that you are welcome to attend our meetings to speak 
about any subject during our open public session. Or you may just wish to 
come along to see what we do. Maybe you are thinking about becoming a 
Councillor at the next election.  We look forward to seeing you. 
 
David Foskett  
Chairman 
Meppershall Parish Council – chairman@meppershall.org 

 
 
 
 

mailto:meppershallclerk@gmail.com
mailto:chairman@meppershall.org
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CPRE Awards    
By David Foskett 
 
As Chairman of the Parish Council I was invited, along with my wife, to 
accompany Chris and Christine Foster to the annual Bedfordshire Campaign to 
Protect Rural England, Living Countryside Awards Presentations on  
12th October.  The Award presentations were held this year at the RSPB 
Headquarters and Reserve at The Lodge in Sandy. 
 
The evening started with an extremely interesting tour of the new heath land 
area which is being recreated on the site. This area had previously been 
planted by a former landowner with conifers for the production of timber. The 
RSPB is now restoring this land and it will be the largest natural heath land area 
in Bedfordshire. They are hoping that it will attract back birds which have been 
lost to the area, such as Nightjars, Dartford Warblers and Ravens, together with 
other heath land flora and fauna. More details of this valuable project can be  
found on their website at 
http://www.rspb.org.uk/reserves/guide/t/thelodge/work.aspx  
 
Following the tour we were given a presentation of the 26 shortlisted entries 
for the CPRE awards scheme. I am pleased to report that Chris and Christine 
Foster received a Silver Award for their work on making Permissive Paths on 
Polehanger Farm. These paths link existing footpaths and provide more varied 
opportunities for circular walks in Meppershall. They also received a special 
mention for the provision of the safe footway beside Shefford Road between 
Meppershall and the Esso garage. This was made possible by a joint project in 
conjunction with the Parish Council when Central Bedfordshire Council 
announced that they were no longer able to provide funding for the project. 
 
David Foskett 
 

The Messenger would like to add its congratulations and thanks to Chris and 
Christine. 
 
Can we look forward to a map for publication in The Messenger showing the 
paths and walks that are now possible?   Ed 
 
 

http://www.rspb.org.uk/reserves/guide/t/thelodge/work.aspx
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YOUR SHOUT 
with Trevor Thorley 
 

  

 
REVEREND VERONICA GOODMAN  
Parishioners from the United Benefice of Meppershall and Shefford swelled St. 
Mary’s Church on the night of Wednesday September 26 for the Institution and 
Induction of Revd Veronica Goodman into her new position as Rector for this 
benefice. Veronica also had a following of approximately 30 people from the 
parish in Dunstable where she previously served. 
The service commenced with the Bishop’s procession, the Right Revd Richard 
Atkinson led by the choir to the rousing hymn ‘Praise My Soul the King of 
Heaven’. The Greeting and Confession followed before the Churchwardens 
were invited to bring forward Veronica for presentation. Veronica was waiting 
at the West Door and was duly led to the Bishop for The Presentation. 
Readings were taken from Ephesians 3: 14-21 and John 6: 3-40.  The Anthem 
‘The Lord’s My Shepherd’ was sung by the choir. The Sermon, The Anointing, 
The Blessing of the Priest, The Welcome, The Peace, An Act of Commitment by 
Priest and People, Prayers of Dedication and Intercession and the Blessing all 
followed to complete a wonderful service and occasion.   
Afterwards the congregation and all present were invited to the Village Hall for 
refreshments. 
Veronica and husband Andrew are now settling into their new home in the 
Rectory. She will also be busy settling into her new role and over the coming 
weeks will be getting to know people where I am sure that she will receive a 
warm welcome from everyone. Why not say ‘hello’ when you see her. 
 
GOLDEN WEDDING:  
Hearty congratulations to popular couple Penny and Mick Trundle who 
celebrated their Golden Wedding on Saturday October 6. They have been part 
of Meppershall life for many years and really need little introduction. Both are 
keen on music; Penny sings regularly in St. Mary’s Village Choir while Mick can 
often be seen singing and acting with The Meppershall Players.  Aladdin is this 
year’s pantomime; will he or won’t he?, I think it is odds on he will ‘he’s behind 
YOU’. Have a great year; we’ll raise a glass…or two!   
 
REMEMBER IT IS YOUR SHOUT Call Trevor on 01462 813357 or email: 
trevor.thorley1@btinternet.com 

mailto:trevor.thorley1@btinternet.com
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‘Meppershall C of E VA Lower School 
‘An outstanding Church of England School’ 
June 2008 and December 2010 

 
School Report - November 2012 

 
It is almost time for our half term holiday and when you read this we will have 
celebrated our Harvest Festival at St. Mary’s with Reverend Roni.  Currently the 
children are preparing their contributions to the service, including singing their 
favourite Harvest hymns and songs. Once again, we will be thinking of our 
neighbours in the worldwide church by raising funds for the Bishop of St. 
Albans’ Harvest Appeal – Action for Hope. The funds raised will go to the 
Caribbean, working closely with Christian Aid projects in the Dominican 
Republic. Our ‘Penny Line’ was very successful last year, so we aim to repeat it, 
going around the school corridors instead of the playground. 
 

A big thank you to all those people who came to our Biggest Coffee Morning, in 
aid of Macmillan Cancer Care, where we raised £201!  Our school hall was busy 
with children, families, friends and others who hadn’t visited us for some time; 
at one point we thought we had run out of cups until we opened the 
dishwasher!  There was a great atmosphere in the school and we hope to 
repeat it next year. 
 

The members of the PTA have been very busy already and have made plans for 
a fantastic Autumn Fair to be held at school on Saturday 17th November from 
1:30 to 4:00 pm. Come and join us for a barbeque lunch or tea, coffee and 
cakes at our French-themed Café. There are lots of activities for children this 
year and some stalls with fabulous ideas for Christmas presents. We are hoping 
to have visitors from the community such as the Fire Brigade and a police car 
from the RAF. Funds are being raised to help update our ICT equipment, as we 
would love to introduce wireless tablet technology into our school. So do come 
along and have a lovely afternoon. 
 

Of course we are still working hard at lessons too! The children in Beeches class 
have been on a Treasure Hunt around the village. Acorns have visited Roger 
and Mary at the Bakery to help them make our harvest loaf. Willows class were 
‘stranded’ on a desert island and had to solve the problem of getting back to 
dry land and safety. Cedars class enjoyed a French breakfast to start off their 
topic on France. These ‘Stunning Starts’ really bring learning alive for the 
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children and the time the hard working teachers and support staff spend 
planning and preparing for them is worth the effort. 
Our Governing Body has met and elected their Chair and Vice Chair; Mark Clark 
is the Chair of the Governing Body and Martin Morris is the Vice Chair. I’m sure 
they will be a great support to the school as we work together to meet the 
challenges of the ever changing landscape of education. 

  Lyn Fairweather 
Headteacher 

 
 

 

WHO’S WHO (& WHAT’S WHAT) 

IN 

MEPPERSHALL! 

LAST CHANCE TO UPDATE! 

The current version of this essential Guide came out in June, 

and the next update is scheduled for December.   If you are 

responsible for an entry, please review it, in case there needs 

to be a change.  If you are aware of any changes that have 

taken place (e.g. names or telephone numbers) please notify 

a member of The Messenger Team (see p56 for contact 

details) by 12th NOVEMBER latest.   

Our thanks to all concerned. 
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SHEFFORD LEISURE GROUP 
 
By Enid Pamment 

 
The weather was kind for our visit to Kelmarsh Hall and Gardens, near 
Northampton.  Although we arrived early, the staff made every effort to have 
tea and coffee waiting for us.  Suitably refreshed, some of us made our way to 
the gardens, which were many and varied.  The walled kitchen garden was 
enormous and many of the vegetables grown are used in their kitchens as well 
as for sale.  Those who did not immediately make their way to the garden 
purchased a £1 ticket for a tour of the house which was most interesting and 
began with a talk by a member of staff outlining the history; this was extensive 
and included royalty.  Lunch was pre-ordered but you were free to make your 
way to the restaurant at your own chosen time, and this appeared to work very 
well.  After lunch those who had not yet visited the house did so, while the 
remainder wandered around the gardens.  Another visit to the restaurant to 
sample the home made cakes and scones followed, before joining our coach for 
the homeward journey. 
 

The last holiday of 2012 was to Hayling Island, staying at Sinah Warren.  This is 
an excellent hotel set in lovely gardens very close to the sea.  The food was ‘out 
of this world!’ from extensive menus, beautifully cooked and well presented.  
Staff were most helpful, and nothing was too much trouble.  Our half day 
excursion to Bognor Regis was slightly hampered by the wind but a full day trip 
to Portsmouth proved most interesting. Some opted to visit the Spinnaker, 
others preferring to see the ships.  Most of us visited the Marks and Spencer 
Outlet before returning to the hotel for another excellent dinner, followed by 
entertainment.   Our final half day excursion was a mystery trip which saw us 
driving through the New Forest in glorious sunshine and there were many “oo’s 
and ah’s” when we came upon the ponies and the donkeys.  Our final 
destination was Lindhurst, a quaint but busy English town with some delightful 
coffee shops.  Suitably refreshed, we made our way back to the coach at the 
allotted time.  The next day we set off for home at a leisurely pace, reaching 
Shefford mid-afternoon.  A most enjoyable holiday.  
Holidays - 2013 

Lake Garda (flying from Luton) 14th – 17th March 

Lochs & Glens, staying in Dunoon, overlooking the 
Firth of Clyde 

7th – 13th July 
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Forthcoming Events 2012 (Kindly telephone for details) 

Jeyes of Earls Barton Thursday 1st November 

Camden Market Sunday 4th November 

The Lord Mayor’s Show Saturday 10th November 

A Day in St Albans (Market Day) Wednesday 14th November 

Bury St. Edmunds Christmas Markets Sunday 25th November 

Thursford Christmas Spectacular Friday 30th November 

John Rutter Royal Philharmonic Orchestra  
Christmas Celebration Concert  @ RAH 

Monday   3rd December  

Lincoln Christmas Market Sunday 9th December 
Xmas Carols with the Stars RAH (for Leukaemia) Tuesday 11th December  

Harrods and the Christmas Lights Friday 14th December 

London Cable Car & Christmas Lights 
Visiting Westfield Stratford Shopping Centre 

Sunday 16th December 

(Kindly note: RAH is Royal Albert Hall) 
Forthcoming Events 2013 (Kindly telephone for details) 

Cinderella(Panto)-Matinee-Milton Keynes Theatre Thursday 3rd January 

Capital Curios Thursday 31st January 

Mickie Driver’s Palace of Varieties – N. London Wed 13th February 

9 -5  - Music & lyrics by Dolly Parton  
Milton Keynes Theatre – Evening Performance 

Tuesday 5th March 

Annual ‘Get Together’ Memorial Hall, Shefford Saturday 23rd  March 

Lunch & Cruise from the Marina, Huntingdon Date TBA 

By special request: Lunch & the Cable Car Date TBA 

London Shows currently available (Arranged by Stevenage Group Travel) are:  
Matinees - Leaving Shefford at 11am - price includes coach: 

Disney on Ice (Wembley Arena)  Sunday 30th December 

Evening Shows - Leaving Shefford at 4.15pm - price includes coach: 

The Bodyguard (based on film starring Heather 
Headley & Lloyd Owen) 

Wednesday 14th 
November 

Scrooge – London Palladium Tuesday 20th November 

 
For all holidays, which include hotel accommodation, Shefford Leisure Group acts as an 
agent for the Tour Operator; their terms and conditions apply. 
Shefford Leisure Group is open to all in the local community who feel they would like to join 
us on our ventures and see places they would not see under their own steam.  We are 
always happy to meet new friends. 
Raffles are held and all the proceeds are for Keech Hospice Care for Children.  For further 
information regarding dates, prices, and availability, or to receive our monthly newsletter, 
please contact Enid on 01462 851397 or e-mail Enidpamment@aol.com.                           

Enid Pamment – Shefford Leisure Group 

mailto:Enidpamment@aol.com
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FINANCIAL NEWS UPDATE                           with Jon Ingarfill 

 

Pension Time is here (again) (again) 
 
Last month I wrote about the lack of interest surrounding the new company 
pension scheme regulations. By now I’m sure you will have all seen the TV 
adverts featuring a number of high profile celebrities and the slogan “I’m in”?  
 
It is really difficult for me to convey in these pages just what a huge deal this is, 
therefore I thought I would set out the main points of what is happening… 
 

 Every employer* has a nominated date (known as their ‘staging date’) by 

which they have to comply with all of the regulations below (and more 

besides) 

 On or before this date the employer has to have in place a scheme which 

meets the qualifying criteria 

 This includes automatically enrolling all qualifying staff** 

 The employer and employee must contribute. Initially this will be at a 

low level, increasing annually to the minimum requirement – namely 8% 

of ‘qualifying earnings’ (see below) of which at least 3% must be paid by 

the employer 

 The employer has to register their scheme with The Pensions Regulator. 

 Employers are required to keep a whole host of records (including details 

of those who opt out) for inspection 

 Those who opt out have to be enrolled first (i.e. you cannot opt out until 

you are ‘in’), and have to be re-enrolled every three years 

 
*The minimum number of employees is one! This includes the one-man 
business where the owner employs his/her spouse, and anyone who employs a 
child minder, nanny or au pair! It can also include those who employ 
agency/temporary staff, and even those who sub-contract out work, if the 
employer controls when and where they work. It doesn’t matter how they are 
taxed! 
 
**Qualifying staff are those over the age of 22 and under state pension age, 
who have earnings between £5,564 & £42,475p.a. (including bonus, overtime, 
sick pay, maternity pay etc.,). Employers and employees can pay more than the 



15 

minimum.  Those under 22 or over state pension age can choose to join, and if 
they do the employer has to pay in. 
 
As you can hopefully see this is a huge deal for employers. There are countless 
points at which an employer can fall foul of these rules, and warnings have 
been made that hefty fines will be levied. Quite apart from the cost of the 
above, the employer may have to rewrite contracts of employment for staff, 
change terms and conditions, rewrite staff handbooks, amend payroll etc.  
There are also requirements to furnish staff with prescribed information at 
certain points along the way, and not to engage in any behaviour that 
encourages staff to opt out. 
 
The Government has facilitated access to a ready-made (online only) scheme 
called NEST (National Employment Savings Trust), which is the default option if 
employer decides either not to bother or not to set up a scheme of their 
choosing. Those with an existing scheme can adapt it to meet the ‘Qualifying 
Criteria’ if they so choose, or can operate both a NEST scheme and a private 
scheme for different groups of employees. What is crucial is that everyone who 
is eligible is auto-enrolled, by the final date, the scheme is registered, and 
contributions paid. 
 
Next month we’ll look at the impact of ‘Gender Neutral’ pricing on life 
assurance, and annuity business. 

 

 
Tel: 07870 564115 or email: jon.ingarfill@pocockrutherford.com 

 

 

As someone who spent a lifetime running pension schemes, I can sympathise 
with all the ‘aggro’ that compliance brings, but if the result is that more people 
have an adequate income in retirement; it will have been worth it.   -   Ed 
 

mailto:jon.ingarfill@pocockrutherford.com
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POLEHANGER: A FARMING DIARY 
 
Episode 37 

  

 

Weather . . . or not! 
After the last two years we should be ready for anything, so an average sort of 
September/October seems ok, if not brilliant. For farmers in this area it has 
allowed the completion of any delayed harvesting by mid-September, adjusted 
cultivations taking account of the wet soil at depth, and drilling (sowing seed) 
roughly on time, in reasonable seed beds. Subsequent showers should give 
enough moisture for immediate germination and the best possible start for the 
next crop, as long as the multitude of slugs is kept in check. Farms to the north 
and west of England and in Scotland have fared much worse. 
 

Rhino; an OSR (Oil Seed Rape) PS 
Our editor made a sensible enquiry in early September as to what happens to 
the crop residue after harvest.  Rape straw is not as useful as cereal straw and 
therefore is almost always chopped and spread as it comes out of the rear of 
the combine after threshing the seed out. It is then incorporated into the soil 
during cultivations and gradually breaks down to add to the soil organic matter. 
Based on my comment last month about a good yield and price for our rape 
you may be expecting to see me driving around in luxury soon and so able to 
confirm the common mutter that there’s no such thing as a poor farmer!  
Whilst recognizing that a good farmer deserves a fair return on his considerable 
investment in land, machinery and time, it must also be remembered that gross 
margins from crops (i.e. the profit from grain sales once seed, fertiliser and 
sprays have been paid for) have to cover the cost of all the field operations, 
crop storage, business administration; then there is the maintenance and 
renewal of machinery and the farm infrastructure, the barns, houses, 
roadways, gates and fences.   
 

A Year in the Life of Santiago (a Chile start !) 
This coming year is the third of three where we agreed with Mark to 
‘monocrop’ at Polehanger, in conjunction with him doing the same thing on 
two other farms that he works.  Each farm grows one of the three rotational 
crops rather than each farm growing all three in rotation. This year is wheat at 
Polehanger: after rape in 2012 and wheat in 2010. 
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Consideration has been given as to which variety of wheat to grow. There are 
dozens of ‘recommended’ varieties to choose from that have been tested 
through independent trials; each has different characteristics. Each year plant 
breeders introduce ‘new kids on the block’ which should/could be better in 
yield or disease resistance or milling quality. We have chosen Santiago for the 
first time here.  It is basically what we call a feed wheat, grown for animal feed 
or low grade flour for cake and biscuit manufacture. Bread wheats are usually 

lower yielding (though with a selling premium) .The flour needs to have 
different qualities, e.g. higher protein and dough stretch (Hagberg falling 
number, if you’re interested!). English milling wheats invariably need to be 
blended with higher quality imported wheat from countries like Canada. We 
rarely grow milling wheat. 
The main aim in trying to establish a good seedbed for drilling by late 
September, is to have as much fine moist soil as possible to place the seed into, 
so that it germinates quickly and doesn’t dry out if rainfall is light. Compaction 
from tractor wheeling tracks across fields, particularly in a wet summer such as 
the last one, has to be broken up or else plant roots will not be able to find 
their way down to moisture at depth in the critical growing months of next 
spring and summer. 
Slugs need to be monitored regularly. These are not the big black or brown 
ones we see gliding sedately over our garden paths and patios. These are little 
grey beggars that love to hollow out the grain germ so that it will not 
germinate, or graze the tender shoot once it has. More than 3 – 5 per sq. ft. 
require a carefully regulated application of slug pellets. A quick calculation 
makes that 250,000 per hectare, give or take a few  . . . and we grow 135 
hectares! 
 

2 Interesting Facts: (guess which one is particularly frustrating) 
The UK is being fined 29.8 million Euros over an alleged misuse of Common 
Agricultural Policy Funds. This relates mainly to late payments to UK farmers in 
2010, itself a product of the extraordinarily complex way in which DEFRA (Govt. 
dept.) chose to implement the CAP reform back in 2003. 
The BBC’s Country File programme has put the cost of the dreadful summer of 
2012 on rural Britain at £1 billion. The figure was drawn from the farming, 
tourism, insurance and event industries. 
 

Michael Foster’s Diary November 1962 
1st – 30th: Contract (hot air) grain drying for various farmers and merchants; i.e. 
harvested grain brought to Polehanger because it was too damp to store and / 
or sell (suggesting a wet harvest). 

Chris Foster 5th October 2012 
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LIFE ON THE WILD SIDE 
By JEREMY HOLDEN 

 

Frogs 
 

As a child I had a fascination for frogs. Although I loved their mysterious 
appearance every spring and that first sight of the firm grey egg masses in 
the frigid March water of Meppershall ponds, to the frogs I was an enemy. 
I caught them in my grubby schoolboy hands and kidnapped them from 
the important business of mating to keep them in my own makeshift 
habitat – a sunken ceramic trough in our garden. These days I try to make 
restitution for this. It is a familiar theme with conservationists: they 
started their careers being fascinated in the wrong way. Even Fauna & 
FIora International was formed by a bunch of game hunters who suddenly 
developed a conscience with the realization that without protection, the 
things they loved (albeit as prey) needed some help if they were going to 
survive the remorseless pressure placed upon them by Human Beings. 
My interest in frogs never faded. Today, flicking through my 20 volume 
set of animal encyclopaedias that my parents bought me as a child, I can 
still find yellowed strips of newspaper, placed there in the 1970s, marking 
the pages on which each species of frog appear: Wallace’s flying frog, 
Amazonian horned toad, the delicate and transparent glass frog. Now, 
many of these species have jumped off the page, as it were, and I have 
found them during night time searches in the tropical rainforests of the 
world. These days I don’t collect them, or interrupt the rhythms of their 
breeding. I trouble them only to be photographed, marvelled at for a 
moment, and then released back to their important business of surviving. 
I even try to do something more, to tell their stories, and through 
photography, try to assist in their conservation. 
For 350 million years amphibians existed in a world free of humans and 
the threats they bring. But in recent times, amphibians have suddenly 
found themselves in very dangerous and uncertain waters. There are 
some 6250 species of amphibians known, and more are being discovered 
every year. But for each new discovery another known species either 
slides into extinction or faces the very real threat of doing so. Habitat loss, 
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over collecting, global warming and the horrors of chytrid fungus have all 
taken their toll. Amphibian Ark (an organization set up to assess the 
threats to amphibians and initiate conservation efforts) gives these 
statistics: 30% of known amphibian species are threatened with 
extinction; 6% are known to be Near Threatened, and 25% are Data 
Deficient. This equals over 3,000 species in trouble. Now as humans we 
have to deal with the threat and step in to help. 
Part of my work in Cambodia was to produce the first ever field guide to 
the country’s amphibians. It was a protracted effort that entailed many 
nights in the rain forest looking for and photographing frogs, and many 
more long nights in Phnom Penh writing the text and designing the book. 
During the process we discovered five new species, including one of my 
favourites, which we named the Samkos bush frog, a diminutive species 
with green blood – a Dr. Spock of the frog world. I can’t speak for the Dr, 
but the Samkos bush frog has green blood because, unlike most other 
creatures, rather than pass the bile biliverdin (green bile) out as a waste 
product, it sends it back into the blood stream. Shine a light through the 
frog and one can see the vascular system like the green veins in a leaf, 
supported by bones tinted a delicate turquoise. No one knows why this 
species has green blood: increased camouflage, distasteful to predators – 
it is a blank in our knowledge. 
There are many such blanks when it comes to amphibians, and their 
decline is not only worrying environmentalists, but also a range of other 
scientists, especially those concerned with the study of medicinal 
substances. Frogs produce many chemicals for defence purposes (one of 
the most poisonous creatures on the planet is a small golden-coloured 
frog from Colombia). Some of these substances can have medicinal uses, 
and it is possible that something used by frogs might also be extremely 
useful to Humankind.  
Does the Samkos bush frog have any such properties, and can it help us? 
We don’t know, but recent research has shown that biliverdin, far from 
being the useless waste product it was once supposed to be, and in fact 
has specific roles in the body. One of these is as an antioxidant that is 
thought to ease the symptoms of asthma; while research has revealed 
that biliverdin has been shown to inhibit the ability of the HIV-1 virus to 
invade cells. What is certain is that the Samkos bush frog, along with all 
amphibian kind does need our help. 
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Meppershall Village Hall Committee Presents 

BONFIRE & FIREWORKS 

AT FOSTER’S FIELD ON 

SATURDAY 10
th

 

NOVEMBER 
AT 6.30 PM 

 
 
Donations of COMBUSTIBLE materials 

e.g. wood & garden clippings but NO METAL 
will be accepted on site after 3.00 pm on 

2
nd

, 3
rd

 & 4
th
 November + 9

th
 & 10

th
 November 

 
Meppershall Pre-School will be running a  

Fund Raising Stall selling  
Glow Sticks and a draw for 

A Luxury Hamper 
 

MEPPERSHALL SOCIAL CLUB  
HALLOWEEN DISCO 

IN THE VILLAGE HALL ON  
SATURDAY 3

rd
 NOVEMBER AT 6.30 pm 
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THE LUCY PAGES 
By Lucy Standbridge 

Aged 11  
 

 
 

I thought I would look into this month’s main event coming up, which is 

Bonfire Night. 

 

Guy Fawkes Facts 

 There is a saying ‘Remember, remember, the fifth of November, 

Gunpowder, treason and plot, we see no reason why gunpowder 

treason should ever be forgot.’ 

 Guy Fawkes tried to blow up King James I and the houses of 

parliament with gunpowder because he thought that the Roman 

Catholic rules were unfair.  

 The plotters were Robert Catesby, Thomas Wintour, Jack Wright, 

Thomas Percy and Guy Fawkes.  They first discussed how unfair the 

rules were in May 1604.  Gradually that year, some more people 

joined the group; Robert Keyes, Robert Wintour, John Grant and Kit 

Wright. 

 In March 1605 the group rented the cellar underneath the Houses 

of Parliament and over the months loaded 36 barrels of gunpowder 

into it. That would be enough to kill everyone in the area if the 

barrels were ignited. 

 The 5th November was to be the night of the opening of parliament 

and on 28th October, Guy sent a letter warning Lord Monteagle to 

avoid the opening.  He accepted the anonymous letter but he sent 

his servants to find out who had sent it and why. It took the 

servants a while but they finally found Guy and his group hiding in 

the cellar on the 5th of November. They called in the guards and the 

soldiers arrested the group and took them all to be locked up in the 

Tower of London. 



22 

Fireworks 

 The first fireworks in England were made in 1830 and were for 

the sound rather than appearance. They were made just by 

igniting gunpowder.   

 Scientists soon discovered that by adding chemicals, they could 

make fireworks look good, sound better and last for a longer 

period of time. 

 In 1870 they added different chemicals to make different 

colours - for blue they used copper salts.  

Firework Safety 

 

Do Not play with fireworks. They are dangerous. 

When you are watching fireworks stand well back. 

Never go near a lit firework, even if it hasn’t gone off. 

Fireworks might frighten your pets. Keep them indoors. 

 
PLEASE BE SAFE! 

 

 

 

 
ENGLISH AND MUSIC LESSONS! 

 

QUALIFIED, EXPERIENCED TEACHER, 

with current CRB check and performance experience, 

OFFERS PIANO LESSONS - BEGINNERS TO ADVANCED 
CHILDREN and ADULTS 

reasonable rates. 

ALSO TUTORING FOR A-LEVEL ENGLISH & WRITING SKILLS 

INCLUDING CREATIVE WRITING 

Contact:  Susan   01462-811419 

(BA, PhD, PGCE) 
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CALENDAR OF MEPPERSHALL EVENTS 
November 2012 

Saturday 3rd    
Halloween Disco 6.30 pm Meppershall Social Club 

Sunday 4th   

Firework Display 6.00 pm Mt. Pleasant Golf Club 
Saturday 10th   

Meppershall Bonfire & Fireworks 6.30 pm Behind Village Hall 

Monday 12th    

Parish Council Meeting 7.45 pm Village hall 
Thursday 15th    

Evergreens Tea Club 2.15 pm Sugar Loaf 

Saturday 17th    

School PTA Autumn Fair 1.30 pm - 4.00 pm School Hall 
Saturday 24th    

St Francis’ Xmas Bazaar 10.00 am- 1.00 pm Methodist Hall, Shefford 

Sunday 25th    

Shefford Christmas Craft Fair 12 Noon – 4.00 pm Shefford Memorial Hall 
Henlow Academy Xmas Fayre 2.00 – 4.00 pm Henlow Academy 

Thursday 29th    

Evergreens Tea Club 2.15 pm Sugar Loaf 

Fiday 30th   
Aladdin 7.45 pm Village Hall 

December 2012 
Saturday 1st    

Aladdin 3.00 & 7.45 pm Village Hall 

Friday 7th    

Aladdin 7.45 pm Village Hall 

Saturday 8th    

Aladdin 3.00 & 7.45 pm Village Hall 

Monday 10th    
Parish Council Meeting 7.45 pm Village hall 

Thursday 13th    

Evergreens Tea Club 2.15 pm Sugar Loaf 

School Carol Concert 7.00 pm St Mary’s Meppershall  

Monday 17th    

Town Carol Concert 7.30 pm St Michael’s Shefford 

Tuesday 18th    

Tots Christmas Party 1.15 pm Village hall 
Thursday 20th    

Evergreens Christmas Party 2.15 pm Sugar Loaf 

Sunday 23rd    

Service of 9 Lessons & Carols 6.00 pm St Mary’s Meppershall 
Monday 24th    

Midnight Service 11.59 pm St Mary’s Meppershall 
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PUZZLE PAGES 
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SUDOKU PUZZLE Hard No. 6 
The objective is to fill a 9×9 grid with 
digits so that each column, each row, 
and each of the nine 3×3 sub-grids 
that compose the grid contain all of 
the digits from 1 to 9. 
 
Solution to the Sudoku on page 38. 

   
 

PRIZE CROSSWORD NO.7 
Answers are not just in Meppershall 

but towns, villages and hamlets in 

Bedfordshire .   
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CROSSWORD CLUES 
 
Solution next month.  See page 34 for the winner of last month’s prize. 

Cut out the page, add your name and phone number, and take your completed crossword to 

the PO/Stores.  Closing date Friday 9th November. Paul himself will collect them and choose 

the winning entry from a hat!   

                 

 
 
                                                              
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ACROSS 

A1 This FC plays at Kenilworth Road (5) 

A5   John Bunyan was born in this 
hamlet just north of Shortstown; 
sounds like a private school's 
sleeping place for lions (9) 

A10 Kerry used to sell lawnmowers in 
this hamlet (5,7) 

A11 Major black musical genre in very 
small quantity of water (hamlet 
near the Northamptonshire border) 
(8) 

A12 Near the small town of Linslade, 
where you would keep doves, not in 
the north (9) 

A13 The state of good health in 
(shortened) radiators (7) 

A14 It is my Englishman's castle, will an L 
in the middle (5) 

A15 As far away from the start of the 
white soft silky fibres as you can get 
(6,3) 

A18 Rangerless QPR (6,4) 

A20 The value of one organ of sight (8) 

A22 Near Sandy; measurement of a 
heavy weight of honey by its 
makers (7) 

A25 Hamlet near the Downs with a 
working quarry chalk pit; Barbie’s 
boyfriend's worth (9) 

A27 Crime boss of the washing line 
fasteners (7) 

A29 Small sharp-pointed tip on a twig, 
north of Bidwell (5) 

A30 G&M Growers is on its edge (5,9) 

A31 Some road signs call it Yelden, some 
Yeldon.  I prefer the one that 
contains the size of a crop (7) 

DOWN 
D1  Less high version of a protective (bus) 

structure with "on" replacing "er" (5,7) 

D2   It has a school of management and an 
airfield (9) 

D3   Elevated settlement close to Honeydon,  
a staple with an "O" (5,7) 

D4   Small village between Woburn Abbey 
estate and the village of Aspley Guise 
near junction 13 (9,7) 

D5   Near Santa Pod, Hin with a part of a 
candle added (7) 

D6   Hamlet in Cranfield that is at the end of 
a famous medical street with an added 
W (7,3) 

D7   Village named after the wild boar which 
used to roam near Woburn Abbey, has a 
Green Man pub (9) 

D8   Headquarters of the Bedfordshire Police 
are in this district, this electoral ward is 
not in the west. (8,4) 

D9   It has a White Hart, between Ampthill 
and Clophill (7) 

D16 Unit of value used by the shortened Earl 
of Wessex; just off the A1 between 
Baldock and Biggleswade. (7) 

D17 Sleeping place for male deer (8) 

D19 Redgrave would travel to Keysoe by this 
method of water propulsion (6,3) 

D21 Home of the mechanical persons upper 
limbs (6) 

D23 Wrest Park is here (6) 

D24 Electoral ward of Bedford that could 
have given its name to a female-only 
Cambridge college (7) 

D26 Grass field for livestock grazing preceded 
with a grown up acorn (6) 

D28 Does this have a park named after it in 
London? (4) 
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Football Players 
Wanted ! 

 

We are a group of men from Shefford, Meppershall and 
surrounding villages, who play football every Monday 
evening from 9pm to 10pm on the floodlit 
Astroturf pitch at Robert Bloomfield 
School, Shefford. We currently have an 
opening for some players to join in 
our game. 

 

This is not a league team, we 
simply turn up, contribute £2.50 
each towards the facility, 
split into two teams 
and play. Age, 
standard, ability and 
fitness all vary. 

 

We are looking for players who will turn 
up weekly, despite the 
weather. Places are limited, so if you are 
interested please call Wayne  

Tel 07739 909065 
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For that extra special Christmas present or unusual stocking filler 

come to the 

Christmas Fayre 
at Henlow Academy 

Sunday 25th November, 2pm - 4pm 

 
Why not come along, enjoy the Christmas atmosphere and have a look around the stalls 

with their fabulous range of items for sale, including: 
 

Christmas cards & stationery, candles, prints, calendars & framed pictures, jewellery, health & 

beauty products, cosmetics, bags, pocket money toys, needlework, cupcakes, personalised gifts, 

Christmas decorations, jams, chutneys & preserves, airbrush & glitter tattoos, sweets, chocolate 

tombola...........plus much more! 
 

Refreshments available 
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Drivers in Bedfordshire are being encouraged 
to save money by sharing their journeys rather 
than driving alone. 

To mark liftshare Week (1-5 October), Central Bedfordshire 
Council is running a campaign to make the area’s residents 
aware of its free-to-use liftshare scheme, which typically saves 
commuters about £1,000 a year. 

The 672 people currently signed up to the scheme have saved 
an amazing £766,006 in the last 12 months, as well as saving 
nearly 900 tonnes of CO2 from being released into the 
atmosphere. In a total of 2,723,673 miles reduced in trips, the 
most impressive impact has been on commuter journeys, with 
913,158 miles of traffic taken off the roads and commuters 
saving a combined £256,817 in the last twelve months.  

The scheme drastically reduces costs of fuel and parking, as 
well cutting congestion and pollution.  

Join Central Beds and Luton liftshare for free today! 

________________________________________________________ 

Did you know……….. 

COAT OF ARMS OF BEDFORDSHIRE 
The arms were granted on April 12, 1951. The division of the field 
quarterly and gules derives from the arms of the Beauchamps, 
Constables of Bedford Castle and the leading family in the county 
after the Norman Conquest.  The Beauchamp of 1251 was one of the 
promoters of Magna Carta, and their last male was killed at 
Evesham in 1265.  The wavy bar denotes the river Ouse.  The pale 

charged with three escallops commemorates the services of the House of Russell to the 
State, the County and the County Council, and is taken from the arms of that family.  The 
crest is a swan’s head neck and again refers to the Ouse.  The lion supporter is taken from a 
similar supporter on the Russell coat of arms.  The bull supporter stands for the importance of 
agriculture in the county.  The motto "Constant be" is taken from Bunyan's hymn “Who 
would true valour see, let him come hither; one here would constant be, come wind, come 
weather.” 

http://links.govdelivery.com/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTIwOTI5LjEwODUxNTAxJm1lc3NhZ2VpZD1NREItUFJELUJVTC0yMDEyMDkyOS4xMDg1MTUwMSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTE3MTgwNzkwJmVtYWlsaWQ9cmljaGFyZC5idWxsZXlAYnRpbnRlcm5ldC5jb20mdXNlcmlkPXJpY2hhcmQuYnVsbGV5QGJ0aW50ZXJuZXQuY29tJmZsPSZleHRyYT1NdWx0aXZhcmlhdGVJZD0mJiY=&&&102&&&http://www.centralbedsandluton.liftshare.com
http://links.govdelivery.com/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTIwOTI5LjEwODUxNTAxJm1lc3NhZ2VpZD1NREItUFJELUJVTC0yMDEyMDkyOS4xMDg1MTUwMSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTE3MTgwNzkwJmVtYWlsaWQ9cmljaGFyZC5idWxsZXlAYnRpbnRlcm5ldC5jb20mdXNlcmlkPXJpY2hhcmQuYnVsbGV5QGJ0aW50ZXJuZXQuY29tJmZsPSZleHRyYT1NdWx0aXZhcmlhdGVJZD0mJiY=&&&102&&&http://www.centralbedsandluton.liftshare.com
http://links.govdelivery.com/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTIwOTI5LjEwODUxNTAxJm1lc3NhZ2VpZD1NREItUFJELUJVTC0yMDEyMDkyOS4xMDg1MTUwMSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTE3MTgwNzkwJmVtYWlsaWQ9cmljaGFyZC5idWxsZXlAYnRpbnRlcm5ldC5jb20mdXNlcmlkPXJpY2hhcmQuYnVsbGV5QGJ0aW50ZXJuZXQuY29tJmZsPSZleHRyYT1NdWx0aXZhcmlhdGVJZD0mJiY=&&&102&&&http://www.centralbedsandluton.liftshare.com
http://links.govdelivery.com/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTIwOTI5LjEwODUxNTAxJm1lc3NhZ2VpZD1NREItUFJELUJVTC0yMDEyMDkyOS4xMDg1MTUwMSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTE3MTgwNzkwJmVtYWlsaWQ9cmljaGFyZC5idWxsZXlAYnRpbnRlcm5ldC5jb20mdXNlcmlkPXJpY2hhcmQuYnVsbGV5QGJ0aW50ZXJuZXQuY29tJmZsPSZleHRyYT1NdWx0aXZhcmlhdGVJZD0mJiY=&&&102&&&http://www.centralbedsandluton.liftshare.com
http://links.govdelivery.com/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTIwOTI5LjEwODUxNTAxJm1lc3NhZ2VpZD1NREItUFJELUJVTC0yMDEyMDkyOS4xMDg1MTUwMSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTE3MTgwNzkwJmVtYWlsaWQ9cmljaGFyZC5idWxsZXlAYnRpbnRlcm5ldC5jb20mdXNlcmlkPXJpY2hhcmQuYnVsbGV5QGJ0aW50ZXJuZXQuY29tJmZsPSZleHRyYT1NdWx0aXZhcmlhdGVJZD0mJiY=&&&102&&&http://www.centralbedsandluton.liftshare.com
http://links.govdelivery.com/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTIwOTI5LjEwODUxNTAxJm1lc3NhZ2VpZD1NREItUFJELUJVTC0yMDEyMDkyOS4xMDg1MTUwMSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTE3MTgwNzkwJmVtYWlsaWQ9cmljaGFyZC5idWxsZXlAYnRpbnRlcm5ldC5jb20mdXNlcmlkPXJpY2hhcmQuYnVsbGV5QGJ0aW50ZXJuZXQuY29tJmZsPSZleHRyYT1NdWx0aXZhcmlhdGVJZD0mJiY=&&&102&&&http://www.centralbedsandluton.liftshare.com
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Megan’s pet 

 help 
Hi! 

Do you have a cat or a rabbit or other small pet that you would like 

someone to look after when you are on holiday? 

Fed up with paying too much with kennel fees? 

I offer a ‘pets at home’ service and can pop to your house or garden, 

feed your rabbit or cat, make sure they are okay, and generally make 

your pet feel loved and wanted while you are away. Reasonable rates 

and a very personal service, delivered by someone who is an animal 

lover. 

 

ABOUT ME- My name is Megan and I’m 13 years old. I go to Samuel 

Whitbread in Clifton. I live in Meppershall, so this is useful.  I like 

sports and love animals.  I have a chocolate Labrador who is a bit 

nutty; you might even have seen me taking him for a walk round the 

village.  I’m a reliable girl and won’t let you down. 

 

Please contact me on 07549991633 for further details. 
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Incident Type:  Shed burglary.  

Location:  Shefford Road, Meppershall. 

Date and Time:  Overnight on the 5th to the 6th of October. 

Incident 
Details:  

The offender gained access to the rear garden. 
The shed was opened and property was moved. 
It appears that nothing was taken. 

Crime 
Reference:  

J D / 3 4 9 7 4 / 2012. 

Crime 
Reduction 
Advice:  

Keep your shed in good repair. Make sure that 
hinges and hasps are correctly fitted. 
Use a good quality padlock to secure the door. 
Ensure that you have good lighting that covers 
all areas of the property. 
Consider fitting a shed alarm. 
A security cage can be installed inside the shed 
to secure tools and valuables. 
Consider placing valuable property in a more 
secure building. 

REGISTER YOUR VALUABLES FOR FREE AT: 
www.immobilise.com 

If you have information about any crime or suspicious activity please call the 
Control Room on 1 0 1 

Text your message to 07786 200011 

Alternatively you can contact the independent charity Crimestoppers, 
anonymously, on 0800 555 111, or online at www.crimestoppers-uk.org 

No personal details are taken, information is not traced or recorded and you 
will not go to court. 

  

 

http://www.immobilise.com/
http://www.crimestoppers-uk.org/
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VOTE ON 15th NOVEMBER FOR THE FIRST EVER 

BEDFORDSHIRE POLICE & CRIME COMMISSIONER 

As this is the first ever election for our local Police and Crime Commissioner, we 
have a real opportunity to choose who this will be, and how they will influence 
our Chief Constable in the way rural policing operates in Bedfordshire. 
The Police and Crime Commissioner candidates are listed below:  
 
KEVIN CARROLL - British Freedom 
Co-founder of the English Defence League (EDL) and vice-
chair of British Freedom, Kevin Carroll from Luton is calling 
for equal policing.  Mr. Carroll, a carpenter, said: ‘British 
Freedom and EDL share the same ideology and have been 
working together since May. I'll be representing British 
Freedom, which is the political wing of EDL.’  
‘I want to see a level playing field with policing.  Everyone should be policed equally. If not 
there is a problem.’  ‘Political correctness should not affect police officers. There should not 
be a two-tier policing system. Currently the public are being let down.’ He added that he 
would be donating 25% of his Commissioner wages to a local children's hospice. 

SAUNDRA GLENN - Independent 
Independent Saundra Glenn feels she has the right experience for the role.  

Saundra Glenn, from Luton, has been an Independent 
Advisory Group Member (IAG) to Bedfordshire Police for 
more than nine years and is an independent candidate for 
the position of Police and Crime Commissioner. 
Ms Glenn said: ‘We are an invisible service to help keep the 
public safer, and the role is a perfect step up from an IAG 
member.’ 

‘I feel that, with the right resources, having experienced more than 45% of the role of the 
Police and Crime Commissioner, I am confident I can deliver the best solution to the people 
of Bedfordshire to fill this new role.’ 

LINDA JACK - Liberal Democrats 
Liberal Democrat Linda Jack said everyone had the right to feel safe in their homes.  
Former youth worker Linda Jack, from Luton, was an elected 
councillor in Bedford from 2002-2007. She campaigned as a 
Parliamentary candidate for the party in the 2005 and 2010 
general elections and sits on the Liberal Democrat Home Affairs 
Justice and Equalities Parliamentary Policy Committee. 
Ms Jack said: ‘We all have the right to feel safe in our homes, on 
our streets and on our roads. If elected I would make that my first priority.’ 

 
 

http://englishdefenceleague.org/home/edl-news/533-why-bedfordshire-needs-kevin-carroll-as-police-commissioner
http://www.lindajack.org.uk/
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OLLY MARTINS - Labour 

Former service co-ordinator with Victim Support and member of the 
territorial army, Olly Martins has been chosen as the Labour candidate 
for the post.  Mr. Martins aims to build partnerships across the criminal 
justice system.  He said he aimed to ‘ensure that the committed public 
servants who work for Bedfordshire Police and the wider criminal justice 
system are valued for what they do, rather than treated with scorn and 
derision as so often seems to be the case from ministers in the 

Tory/LibDem government.’ 
He added that he would ‘work hard to build strong working partnerships across the criminal 
justice system and beyond to ensure victims, particularly of anti-social behaviour, are met 
with an effective response to their needs.’ 

JAS PARMAR - Conservative 
Bedfordshire businessman and former Met Police officer Jas 
Parmar has been selected to stand as the candidate for the 
Conservative Party.  He said he will bring his experience to the 
role. He said: ‘I believe that the candidate should not only 
have strong local ties, be visible, and responsive but also be 
someone who brings a wealth of experience in policing, 
business and public services.  I am confident I have these 
qualities, which are why I am standing.’  He said his priorities would be to engage with the 
public to ensure they play an active role in policing in their local area and to keep them and 
victims of crime informed of the progress made to combat crime. 
 
15th NOVEMBER 2012 – VOTE FOR YOUR POLICE and CRIME COMMISSIONER  
 
HOW TO VOTE 

Mr Trevor Holden (Chief Executive of Luton BC) has been appointed as Police 
Area Returning Officer for Bedfordshire and will be responsible for the 
administration of the elections with the assistance of his Electoral Services 
Team and those from Central Bedfordshire Council and Bedford BC. 
Each Council will be using the normal Local Authority Polling Stations, (eg. the 
Village Hall, for Meppershall) but the method of voting will be different as a 
Supplementary Vote System will be used. 
 
HOW TO FILL IN YOUR BALLOT PAPER 

The supplementary vote system has been chosen for these elections. Under the 
supplementary vote system, an elector is asked to vote for both first and 
second choices on the ballot paper.  If no candidate obtains 50 per cent of the 
first choice votes, the two candidates with the highest number of first choice 
votes go forward to a second round.  In the second round of counting, ballots 
indicating a first choice for a candidate who lost the first round are reallocated 
according to the second choice indicated on the ballot paper. 

http://www.ollymartins.org/
http://www.jasparmar.co.uk/
http://www.jasparmar.co.uk/
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ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI 
CATHOLIC CHURCH 

HIGH STREET SHEFFORD 
 

SATURDAY MASS  6pm RAF HENLOW 
SUNDAY MASSES  9am & 5.15pm AT SHEFFORD 
 
For weekday services and confessions please see notices in the 
church or telephone: 
Parish Priest Canon Noonan on 813436 or  
Parish Secretary Rose Boulton on 811547 or email 
rosedene@talktalk.net 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

St Mary's Church Meppershall 
Tea Towels and Mugs for Sale! 

 

Did you know that the Village Stores sells mugs and tea towels 
commemorating our beautiful church of St Mary's? Please have a 
look! The quality Linen Union tea towels also show other important 
village institutions (village hall and the school, to name a couple) 
drawn by a local artist.  Both mugs and tea towels have the 
attractive traditional blue colour of St Mary.  
Prices are as follows: 
Linen Union St Mary’s Tea Towels: 1 for £4.50, 2 for £8.00, 3 for 
£12.00, 4 for £15.00.  St Mary's mugs: £3.50 each or 3 for £10. 
Rest assured that all proceeds from the sale of these items go 
towards church funds. With thanks for your valued support. 

Contact: Brenda Wright on 816446. 
 
 

mailto:rosedene@talktalk.net
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SOLUTIONS TO PUZZLE FROM PAGE 24 

SUDOKU  - HARD, No.6 

 

5 8 2 9 1 4 6 7 3

3 1 6 7 8 5 2 9 4

4 7 9 2 6 3 1 8 5

6 5 8 3 4 9 7 1 2

9 2 3 1 7 6 5 4 8

7 4 1 8 5 2 3 6 9

1 9 7 5 3 8 4 2 6

8 3 4 6 2 1 9 5 7

2 6 5 4 9 7 8 3 1
               

CROSSWORD 
Solution to last month’s  
Prize Crossword No 6 
 

C L A P H A M B I D W E L L B

A O I U O E

U U O S A N D Y W G

W I L L I N G T O N N W E W

D H H C A L I F O R N I A

W T A X D R

K E N S W O R T H L Y N C H A R L E S E Y

D L E N N O M A L

U L O W E R G R A V E N H U R S T N S

N E E E S G W T

S L G N H A T C H O

T H U R L E I G H T I W

A P S O S A L F O R D P

B P L N S E

L E A S T H Y D E C H I C K S A N D S A

E R A A O O H A O T

D L R P U T N O E D U O

M E P P E R S H A L L Q E V E R T O N

A H O O E U P H B

N E L W O D E L L I R

N D E S A L A

D N B A R T O N L E C L A Y

L E E D O N E

There were three 
correct entries this 
month, who all deserve 
special commendation 
for coping with the very 
small grid that we 
produced. 
 
Jose Lane was the 
name that came out of 
the hat: well done Jose, 
again! 
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By the time you are reading this, we should be putting the finishing 
touches to this year’s pantomime. Tickets for ‘Aladdin’ are available 
from Roger’s Bakery for the following performance dates:    
 
Fri 30th Nov, 7.45pm   
Sat 1st Dec, 3pm & 7.45pm 
Fri 7th Dec, 7.45pm 
Sat 8th Dec, 3pm & 7.45pm 
 
at these amazingly low prices:  Sat Matinees £5; Evenings £6; last Sat 
night performance £8 (no Concessions on any performance).     
 
Colette House has kindly volunteered to draw up a rota for the front 
of house at our shows, so if you are interested in making teas, selling 
raffle tickets/programmes etc., please contact Colette.   
 
A pianist is still wanted for future variety shows.  
 
The Players are never short of ideas of what to put on, but if you 
have any views of what you would like to see us performing please 
let us know.  
 

The players meet every Wednesday evening at 7.30pm at the Village 
Hall. Membership is free and we welcome anyone from the age of 9 
years to 90+ to indulge in acting, singing, directing, choreographing, 
sound, lighting, set building, scenery painting, front of house, 
backstage, stage managing, make up, costumes, etc.  If you are 
interested in any of the above we look forward to meeting you. 
 

Karen Mitchell (Players Chairman) 
01462 816336 
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TOP 10 GARDENING TASKS FOR NOVEMBER 
 
1. Plant tulips: November is the best time to plant these bulbs as the ground is cool and moist, 

yet still warm enough to let the roots get established. Choose firm healthy bulbs with intact 
skins, planting 3x their depth in well-drained soil. 

2. Rambling roses can be pruned now. Remove diseased, dying or dead wood first; then create 
an ‘open’ shape by removing branches that cross. This year’s stems (olive green in colour) are 
still flexible enough to be bent and tied to walls and fences, without snapping. 

3. Bush roses can be pruned to prevent wind rock: cut back long stems by half, then follow the 
rules for rambler pruning. 

4. If you would like fresh, scented daffodils for indoor decoration at Christmas, plant ‘Paperwhite’ 
narcissi mid-month. 

5. Now that most deciduous trees have dropped their leaves, you can see if any branches are 
broken or diseased, and remove these. If this work requires more than a stretch from the 
ground, it is probably a job for a professional! 

6. Young trees should be securely staked for their first few years - check that the strap is not too 
tight, possibly damaging the trunk, and loosen if necessary. 

7. After tree pruning some logs stacked under a hedge, over dry leaves and moss, might be 
colonised by hedgehogs looking for a winter home in which to hibernate...fewer slugs and 
snails next year will be your reward! 

8. Now that beds and borders have had their summer planting removed, it is a great time for 
mulching all but the heaviest, wettest soil. Homemade garden compost is free, but I prefer to 
keep this precious stuff until spring.  You can find ‘BOGOF’ bargains of bark chips at certain 
local supermarkets and garden centres! 

9. Give the lawn a final cut. If you can, clean the mower now before winter, it will then be ‘ready 
to go’ in March.  

10. There is still time to......plant up a winter container; it will put on some growth before the 
temperatures drop too low.  Use evergreen mini-shrubs such as euonymus, skimmia or 
santolina as the permanent (at least for a few years) features, and fill in between with winter-
flowering violas, bugle, or if you can provide a sheltered porch, mini-cyclamen. 

 
BEASTS   Watch out for: 
Fungal pests: powdery mildew, grey mould, and honey fungus (around dead tree stumps) can 
continue to be a problem, together with pansy & viola leaf spots. 
 
Suspect vine weevil grubs, especially in pot plants, if your plants suddenly die Temperatures are now 
too low for effective biological control, so chemicals (Provado) are needed, but must NOT be used on 
edible plants.  
 
BEAUTIES  Enjoy in flower: 
 
Herbaceous and Bulbs:  winter-flowering pansies and violas, Kaffir Lilies 
Nerines, Autumn Crocus 
Shrubs and Trees: winter jasmine (Jasminum nudiflorum), Viburnum ‘Dawn’, the autumn-flowering 
cherry tree (Prunus subhirtella), and last but not least.... Betula utilis jacquemontii - the white-bark 
birch.  Take a stroll through the Winter Walk at Anglesey Abbey (National Trust) near Cambridge, to 

see the magical effect of this beauty! 
 

Gardening Tasks are kindly provided by Viv Harvey of the Meppershall Garden Club. 
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Much of our recent meetings have involved planning the 

Meppershall Open Gardens for Sunday 16th June 2013. This 

event is to raise funds for St Mary’s Church. If you have not already 

done so, please do contact us if you would like to join us in opening 

your garden - pretty pots on the patio and small gardens are just as 

welcome as bigger mature gardens. 

 

A regular item on our agenda is the ongoing maintenance of the 

village hall border & planters. By the time you read this we hope to 

have the winter bedding plants in place. 

Our most recent meeting included a plant and seed swap which was 
most successful. 

In addition to our monthly meetings we have been involved in many 

other activities: 
 A number of our group were lucky enough to attend a willow 

weaving workshop just for our members – examples of their 

‘artwork’ can be seen in various gardens throughout the 

village. We hope to have another session sometime next year. 

 Some members visited Wisley gardens. 

 Our summer ‘get together’ was in the garden of one of our 

members; a very pleasant time was had by all. Thank you to 

Linda & Richard for sharing their beautiful garden on what was 

a sunny but windy afternoon! 

 Two teams from the MGC (and partners) attended the Social 

Club Quiz Night - we didn’t win but didn’t come last either!  

 Many of us also attended the Harvest Supper in October. 

Hope you enjoyed those glorious colours of yellows, oranges and 

reds on the trees before the leaves dropped – they may now be a 

task in the garden, but what a beautiful sight they were!   

 

Until next time,                    

Kim Lee Tyler 
 

Linda Parker   01462  815114  or 

Kim Lee Tyler  01462  811750  or 

Sarah Till   01462  817176  or  

e-mail at: meppershallgardenclub@hotmail.co.uk 
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Henlow Church of England Academy 
 

We have already had a busy start to the new school year. On Friday 28th September 
we had a whole school harvest festival assembly led by the Rev. Patsy Critchley. The 
children generously brought in gifts of food which were distributed to the Need 
Project and Mr Bob King, who works with local families in need. At break time the 
staff held a Macmillan Coffee morning which raised £100 for the charity. 
On Thursday 4th October we had our first Super Learning 
Day for this school year. Super Learning Days are special 
off timetable days where the children work in their House 
groups on a specific topic. This was a very special event 
led by our ICT teacher, Mrs Coster, on the theme of 
“Kenya”; with many of the activities aimed at increasing the 
children’s awareness of what it’s like to be a child growing 
up in an Africa.  The School, through Mrs Coster, has been 
able to develop links with Utange Baptist Church Primary School and we were thrilled 
to be able to have a live question and answer discussion session with the children 
there through Skype. 
 As part of this day, pupils were invited to dress in the colours of the Kenyan flag and 
make a £1 donation. £500 was raised and will be donated to a feeding programme in 
Utange, Kenya, which is feeding six hundred starving children a week. 
Forthcoming dates and events: 
 
Thursday 8th November Open Evening for New Parents whose children will 

start school in September 2013. (7.00pm-9.00pm) 
Friday 9th November Whole School Remembrance assembly and Year 8 

pupils will attend a service at St Mary’s led by the 
Rev. Patsy Critchley. 

Sunday 11th November  The School will be represented at the Henlow 
Village Remembrance Ceremony. 

Tuesday 13th November School Book Fair open to parents. Please come 
along and browse and purchase some early 
Christmas presents. 

Wednesday 14th November “School at Work” Open Evening. An opportunity for 
parents and children to visit and talk to pupils and 
staff about life at Henlow Academy.  

Friday 16th November Children In Need Day. 
Henlow Academy is a collection point for Operation 
Christmas Child Shoeboxes.  

 (This is the last date for all shoeboxes to be 
handed in.) 

Monday 19th November Bags 2 School. A good opportunity to sort out your 
wardrobes and bring to the school (bagged) any 
unwanted clothes. This is a fantastic money raising 
opportunity for the School so please be ruthless!! 

Sunday 25th November  P.T.A Christmas Fair 
                      

If you would like more information on any of the above please contact the School 
Office on 01462 813733 or e-mail:henlowacademy@schools.bedfordshire.gov.uk 
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Our party at the beginning of term was a great success and I would like to thank 
everyone involved before the event and all those who came along, and of course Lindy 
Lou’s for all the fun we had!  It has been a wonderful term leading on from that with more 
regular faces, and all the new ideas unfolding each week.  The themed weeks are 
working well.  The children are 
enjoying a healthier snack and 
all the new toys we have to offer. 
 
We would like everyone to feel 
they can input their views and 
ideas when they come along, 
and we are always happy to 
accept more offers of help to set 
up at 1:15 if you can join us 
before we start.  We would also 
really appreciate a coffee/snack 
helper from 1:15 till 3:15 if 
anyone has this time available and feels they would enjoy helping out.   
 
After half term our first week back is messy play, with Play-Doh, painting, colouring, 
making faces with paper plates, and parachute games at the end.   Then the following 
week we have a vets theme, then farm, and café after that taking us into December.  
Wow how fast the time flies.  This month we will also start planning activities for our 
Christmas party on 18th December!  Please ring Debbie on 07713 627376 if you need 
any further information. 

 
Parents, Grandparents, & Child-minders are all welcome. 

Come and join the fun at Meppershall Village Hall 
 Every Tuesday in term time from  

Under 1’s: 50p * Under 3’s: £1.00 * Under 5’s: £1.50  
FIRST VISIT FREE - MAX ENTRY £2 

 
Craft, drink & snack included each week  

meppershalltoddlers@gmail.com  



40 

NOTICE BOARD 

 

Mount Pleasant Golf Club & the SRA present 

FANTASTIC FIREWORK DISPLAY 

Sunday 4th November  from 6pm 

Adults £3.00 - Children £2.00 (Under 2’s Free) 

 Bar open     Hot Food available     Glow Sticks & Bracelets   

 Mulled wine      Raffle 

Tickets available at Golf Club Bar or pay on the night 

 

 

SHEFFORD EVENTS 
 ALL HELD IN SHEFFORD TOWN MEMORIAL HALL 

HITCHIN ROAD SG17 5JA (OPPOSITE THE WOOLPACK PUB) 
 

 
CHRISTMAS CRAFT FAIR  
Sunday 25th November 12 noon till 4pm 
All types of local crafts on sale.  Christmas carols.  Licensed bar.  Homemade 
cakes.  To book a table £5 
 CONTACT LINDA 01462814582  
BOOKING EARLY IS ADVISABLE.  ALWAYS A VERY POPULAR EVENT. 
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Pick and Mix from 10 options below: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For every two options you borrow please donate £5 to Tots  

Or borrow complete package for only £20 saving 20% 

Ring Debbie on 07713 627376 for more information  

 Small bouncy castle 

 Parachute with game 

ideas 

 Ball pool with balls 

 Tents and tunnels 

 Musical feet mat 

 

 

 

 Bubble gun with 

bubbles 

 Fun scarves & 

beanbags 

 2 Scuttle bugs 

 23 Cups & bowls 

 Bunting 
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Meppershall Pre-School Ponderings 

 
The first half term at pre-school went extremely quickly; the children 

have been getting to know each other and the staff, and have had 

lots of fun playing, painting, digging at the allotment and kicking up 

the leaves! If anyone has any free time please feel welcome to visit 

allotment 7a and dig up a few weeds! The staff members have also 

been concentrating on getting to know each child with more input 

from the parents, to follow the new Early Years Foundation Stage.  

Sadly at the end of half term we said goodbye to our deputy leader.  
Shelley has been at the Pre-School for 12 years and will be greatly 

missed by staff, parents and children.  We wish her well and thank 

her for her hard work and support for our pre-school.  We would 

also like to congratulate Michele who will become our deputy after 

half term.  

The committee have a fundraising target of £1000 to reach by 

Christmas, so if you would like to support us please come along to 

any of the following events: on Saturday 10th November we have a 

stall at the indoor car-boot sale in Shefford Memorial hall between 9 

and 1pm, and that evening we will be selling glow sticks and you 

could win a luxury hamper at Meppershall Bonfire night which starts 

at 6:30pm. We will also be collecting textiles for a bag2school pick 

up on the 5th December, and any Morrisons’ vouchers will be 

gratefully received. Please ring Debbie on 07713 627376 any time. 
 

If you have a child who you feel is ready to try something new, 

please ring Joy on 01462 817359 in session time to book your 

free taster session.  They can start the day they turn two years 

six months mid-term. 

 

We open in term time on Monday, Wednesday and Friday from 

9:30am until 3pm, and on Tuesdays and Thursdays 9:30am until 

12:30pm.  Lunch club is each day from 12 until 12:30pm. 

Meppershall Village Hall, SG17 5LX    01462 817359 (in session time) 
www.meppershall-ps.co.uk 
Registered Charity: 1031913 

http://www.meppershall-ps.co.uk/
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FEED YOUR CADDY, NOT YOUR BIN 

Did you know the average family of four throws away £680 worth of 
uneaten food every year?  Since the introduction of weekly food waste 
collections, Central Bedfordshire Council has been making good use of 
any food-waste, collected in brown food caddies, and helping the 
environment too. 
 
Using an anaerobic digester, basically a giant composter, food- waste 
from the weekly collection has, to date, produced enough renewable 
energy to power more than a thousand homes for a year and prevented 
more than 13,000 tonnes of CO2 entering the atmosphere. However with 
60% of UK household food-waste still ending up in landfill, residents can 
save money by making the most of their food. 
 
Over the coming weeks the Council’s Waste Minimisation Officers will be 
out and about promoting the benefits of the weekly food- waste collection 
service and addressing some of the concerns of using the caddy, such 
as avoiding food smells, using either corn starch bags or newspaper to 
wrap the food waste and securing the caddy properly to avoid attracting 
vermin.  They will also be offering some practical ideas on making food 
go further. 
If you’re new to the area or just need a reminder about the scheme, 
here’s what leftover food you can put in your brown food- waste caddy: 
 

 Fruit and vegetables; 
 Bread and pastries 
 Dairy products; 
 Meat and fish; 
 Eggs including shells; 
 Teabags and coffee grounds. 

 
But please remember not to put in: large bones, liquids such as cooking 
oil, fruit juice or soup; any packaging, plastic bags or wrapping. If you 
prefer not to use compostable bags you can line your caddy with 
newspaper which will save even more waste and save money. 
If you would like any further information on the food waste scheme or 
any other kerbside recycling scheme please contact the Waste 
Minimisation Team on 0300 300 8302 or visit the recycling pages on the 
website. For more hints and tips on how to reduce food waste visit 
www.lovefoodhatewaste.com.

http://www.centralbedfordshire.gov.uk/environment/recycling-rubbish-and-waste/default.aspx
http://www.centralbedfordshire.gov.uk/environment/recycling-rubbish-and-waste/default.aspx
http://www.lovefoodhatewaste.com/
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THE BIKE SHED  –  THE HISTORY OF YAMAHA  

 

By Wayne Allen                                November 2012 
 
 
As there are now three Yamahas in our collection, I thought it would be 
appropriate to look into the history of this leading manufacturer. Even if you’re 
not an enthusiastic Moto GP fan you may still be aware of Valentino Rossi (‘The 
Doctor’), who conquered the field on his Yamaha M1 before moving to Ducati  
two years ago. Rossi has now resigned for Yamaha, hopefully to reclaim 
another world title on a bike that he made great development contributions to, 
and whose success he is therefore largely responsible for. 

Yamaha has a very diverse history since it was founded in 1887 by Torakusu 
Yamaha as a piano and reed organ manufacturer. A trio of interlocking tuning 
forks is the unique company logo which is proudly displayed on all of its 
products, including the tanks of the motorcycles. 

Like many other Japanese companies after the World War II most were re-
purposed to produce items other than related military products. The first bike 
produced was called the YA-1, known to Japanese enthusiasts as Akatombo, 
the ‘Red Dragonfly’, of which 125 were built in the first year of production 
(1958). It had a 125cc, single cylinder, two-stroke engine. By the early 1960’s 
Yamaha production had grown rapidly to 138,000 units. 

Japan was in recession in the 1960s so in order to keep its future intact Yamaha 
and competitors alike sought the vital lifeline of the export market. It was here 
that Yamaha started to gain success in racing, and to this day they have won 
more road races than any other manufacturer. This success gave them the 
much needed publicity that saw production figures climb ever higher, reaching 
more than 250,000 units by 1965.  

A great innovation by Yamaha was to introduce Autolube. With two-stroke 
engines the lubricating oil is mixed with the petrol but requires the rider to add 
this to the petrol tank. More importantly it needs to be mixed in the correct 
ratio, and you need to top this up when you fill up. Yamaha placed the oil in a 
separate tank and this in turn is fed and metered to the engine via an oil pump. 
The higher the engine revs the higher the volume of oil delivery.  

By 1973 production had hit 1,000,000 units placing Yamaha ahead of Suzuki 
with around 650,000 units, but still well behind Honda with 1,800,000 units. In 
the 1970's the RD twin cylinder sports models were a big success as well as the 
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RD250LC and RD350LC water-cooled versions that replaced them in the 
eighties, which were based on the famous TZ race bikes.  

Sean has recently completed a rebuild of an LC350 which was known as the 
‘hooligan’ bike of the 1980’s. This now sits beside a TZR 125 and an RD50MX II. 
The LC 350 is a very light but powerful bike which was the weapon of choice 
with club racers in the 1980’s. Many of the past masters of GP racing 
developed their skills on these machines. These are now much in demand 
today by people who rode them as teenagers back then. 
Yamaha have continually developed great bikes with landmarks like the FS1E 
moped in the 1970s, LC250/350 in the 1980’s and more latterly the R1. The 
FS1E also known as the fizzy now command strong values in the classic market 
place with nostalgia seeking collectors. An example of which is pictured below. 
 
 

 

 



46 

COVERS BY REQUEST 

 
This month’s cover picture is one of a number taken by James Read at the 
Harvest Festival on Sunday 14th October 2012.  The pictures show the truly 
beautiful decorations created from flowers and fruit for the occasion: all 
concerned are to be sincerely congratulated. 
 
If you would like to see a specific picture on our cover, please get in touch in 
time for us to arrange with one of our in-house “paparazzi” to do the 
business.                           
Ed. 
 

 

SIGNIFICANT EVENTS 
 
Birthdays in November: 
 
Florrie Vintner will be 95 on 8th  
Poppy Ashton will be 84 on 10th  
Anne Gilmour will be 81 on 30th  

 
Congratulations to all of the above 
 
___________________________________________________________ 

 
Golden Wedding: 
 
On 6th October Mick and Penny Trundle reached this milestone. 
Many congratulations to them. 
 
____________________________________________________________  

 

St. Mary’s Parish Registers: 

No new entries 
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St. Mary The Virgin 
Meppershall Parish Church (Church of England) 

Church Road, off Campton Road, SG17 5NA 
 
Rector:  The Reverend Veronica Goodman    01462 339962 – usual day off: Monday 
 
Churchwardens:  
Brian Bellamy 01462 815944 (Pastoral Assistant);  
Brenda Wright 01462 816446. 
 
Reader (Licensed Lay Minister)  
Pam Halliwell 01462 817069 pamhalliwell@talktalk.net - usual day off: Monday 
 
PCC Secretary:  
Anne Parsons 01462 813333 annie10639@gmail.com 
 
PCC contributions to The Messenger, Parish Records CD etc:  
James Read 01462 857836 meppershall.pcc@gmail.com  
 

Services – November 2012 
Date Time Service 

Sunday November 4th   
All Saints 

11.00am 
 

Parish Communion  
Junior Church at the School 

Sunday November 11th 
Remembrance Sunday 
 

8.30am 
10.50am 
11.00am 
11.00am 

Holy Communion  
Gather at War Memorial 
Service of Remembrance 
Junior Church at the School 

Sunday November 18th  

2nd before advent 
8.30am 
11.00am 

Holy Communion  
Family All-Age Service 

Sunday November 25th  

Christ the King 
11.00am Family Communion and Junior Church 

 

St Mary’s weekday service - Wednesdays: Holy Communion (Book of Common 
Prayer), each Wednesday, 10.00am. 
 

Highlights to look out for this Christmas…! 
13th December, 7pm School Carol Concert at St Mary’s 

17th December Town Carol Concert - St Michael’s, Shefford with Samuel 
Whitbread Band 

23rd December, 6pm Service of Nine Lessons and Carols 

24th Dec, 11.30pm Midnight Service 

Crib Service and Father Christmas Village Float – watch out for more news in the 
December issue of The Messenger. 

 

mailto:pamhalliwell@talktalk.net
mailto:annie10639@gmail.com
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A Message from St Mary’s… 
 
This month I want to say a very big ‘thank you’ for all your support and help 
during the Interregnum and also for your love and concern since Brian Bellamy 
has been ill and in hospital. Personally, I have been touched by your enquiries 
about Riley, who sadly died in August before the Pet Service.  As a community I 
think we have drawn closer during the last year and we can rejoice together at 
the arrival of Roni, Andrew, and Finn the dog, in our midst.  
 

November is the month of Remembrance.  
On 4th November we have the ‘Special Memories’ Service (All Souls) in 
Shefford and many of you have, I know, found this very helpful as we 
remember our relatives and friends who have died and commend them again 
to God’s care. 
 

We remember and give thanks for the heroes and heroines of our faith on All 
Saints Day; I have always been moved by the hymn For all the Saints. We all 
have our favourites and I actually wrote this on St Francis’ Day. I can’t pretend 
to share his love for flies and creepy crawlies but I do try to remember that God 
created them all. 
 

Then we come to the day the children like best, and I have felt recently that 
Guy Fawkes fits very well into a period when there are so many countries 
where there is unrest and rebellion against unpopular governments. Perhaps 
this year we could remember those subject to oppressive governments as we 
let off our fireworks. 
 

Finally, we shall have our Remembrance Service (11th November) when we 
remember all those who have been killed in war and hopefully dedicate 
ourselves afresh to seek to be peacemakers. 
 
But at St. Mary’s we are also looking forward to new things, new adventures, 
and deepening our faith with Roni’s help. And just in case you wonder, I am not 
ill, nor have I left the parish!  I shall be ‘off duty’ until 12th November.  
 

Best wishes,  
 
Pam Halliwell, Reader 
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JUNIOR CHURCH 

 

Another fun filled and exciting session took place at Meppershall 
Lower School on the first Sunday of October. 
 
The children were treated to a sensory session balanced with the use 
of brain power too.  They listened to a story during which they had to 
find key objects such as water, food, shelter, wood and coal.  All of 
these items helping them to identify some of our basic needs – food, 
water, shelter and warmth. 
 
A short break was taken by the children in their skilfully made shelter 
where they enjoyed bread rolls, grapes and squash – fulfilling their 
own needs for food and water. 
 
The session was concluded by finding the words to the memory verse 
and putting it all in the correct order. 
 
The next JC session in School is on Sunday 4th November from 11am 
to 12 Noon. 
 
On 4th November we will be putting together some shoe boxes to 
pass to the Brownies for their collection. 
 
Come and join us, we would love to see you! 
Blessings 
 
The JC Team 
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CLOOTIE DUMPLING AND DRAMBUIE ICE-CREAM:  NOVEMBER 2012 
(for St. Andrew’s Day, 30th November!) 

Ingredients 
225g   (8oz)   plain flour, plus extra for dusting. 
110g (4oz) shredded suet. 
110g   (4oz)   pinhead oatmeal or breadcrumbs. 
85g   (3oz) caster  sugar. 
2   tsp baking powder. 
220g (7oz) luxury mixed dried fruit. 
2   tsp ground cinnamon. 
2 tsp mixed spice. 
Pinch of freshly grated nutmeg. 
1   tab sp golden syrup. 
2    eggs, beaten. 
1-2   tab sp milk. 
 

For the Drambuie Ice-cream 
125g (4 1/2 oz) caster sugar. 
90 ml (6 tab sp) water. 
6 egg yolks. 
45 ml (3 tab sp) Drambuie.  
Rind of 2 oranges, grated. 
250 ml (9fl oz) double cream, whipped lightly. 
 

Method 
1) To make the ice-cream, bring the sugar and water to boil in a saucepan and set aside. 

Whisk the egg yolks over a bain-marie until light in colour.  Add the sugar syrup and 
whisk until it creates trails.  Remove from the heat and carry on whisking until cool. Add 
the Drambuie orange rind and cream. Place in freezer overnight. 

2) Sift the flour into a large mixing bowl and rub in suet.  Add remaining dry ingredients 
and mix together. Make a well in the centre; add the syrup and eggs and mix. Add 
enough milk so that the batter is soft but firm. 

3) Traditionally, the clootie dumpling is cooked in a cotton cloth. Dip the cloth in hot water 
and wring to remove excess water then dust well with flour before you put the mixture 
in .With a piece of string, tie the top together, leaving some space for the pudding to 
expand. 

4) Place a metal colander in a saucepan of boiling water and stand the dumpling inside the 
colander. Cook for 2 1/2 to 3 hours, topping up with boiling water if necessary. 

5) Turn out the dumpling on to a serving plate. If you want the traditional “skin” on the 
dumpling, place it in a moderate oven for 10 to 15 minutes until golden. 

6) Serve hot with Drambuie ice-cream or custard, if preferred. 

 
Recipes are kindly supplied each month by Brenda Putwain. 
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A very happy birthday to those of you 
celebrating birthdays in November 

 

Alice Geneux who will be 10 on the 1st 

Ben Halford who will be 8 on the 4th 

Elliot Cooper Hughes who will be 14 on the 10th 

Freddie Hefford who will be 7 on the 10th 

Abbie Saunders who will be 13 on the 19th 

Lucy Wallace who will be 9 on the 23rd 

Keane Dickman who will be 15 on the 25th  

Alex Thorne who will be 13 on the 28th 

 

And corrections from last month 

Kitty Cullen who was 7 on the 19th October 

Alexander Davies who was10 on the 28th October 

 

If you are under 16 and would like your name added to 

the birthday page, please call Louise Hutson on 814148  

or email at louhuts@btconnect.com 
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THE MEPPERSHALL MESSENGER 

CONTRIBUTIONS 
 
The editor welcomes contributions to the Messenger, whether as letters, articles or notices.  
Contributions should preferably be as attachments to e-mail but hand written contributions 
may be sent by post, left at the Editor’s address below or in the folder kept at the Village 
Stores.  Contributions should run to not more than one A5 page (except by prior 
arrangement) and should be received by the Editor not later than the 12th of the month for 
publication at the end of that month.   Contributions received after the deadline may be held 
over. 
 
DISCLAIMER 
 
The Editor reserves the right to omit or alter any advertisement or article and to change the 
content, format or issue date of the magazine without prior notice.  The Editor cannot be 
held responsible for the factual correctness of, or for any libellous comment or statement 
made in any advertisement, article or other contribution published in this magazine.  Every 
effort will be made to avoid any deliberate attempt to mislead or otherwise cause harm or 
damage to any person or persons by any advertisement, article or any other contribution 
published in this magazine. 
 

THE TEAM 
 

Editor Dick Bulley 116  Shefford Road 815114 
 Email: richard.bulley@btinternet.com 
Assistant Editor David Turner 2 Campton Road 813613 
  Email: davidturner25@hotmail.com 
Advertising and 
Distribution 

Colette House 90  Fildyke Road 815585 
Email: colettehouse@gmail.com 

Production Co-
ordination 

Enid Pamment 112 High Street 851397   
Email: enidpamment@aol.com 

Treasurer John Thompson 16  Brookmead  812983 
 Email: jthompson244@btinternet.com 

 

Collating Dates for your Diaries  
2012 2013 

November 26 Double April 29  
December None  May 28 Tue 
   June 24  
 2013  July 29 Double 
January 28  August None  
February 25  September 30  
March 25  October 28  

 
Please note that dates in the above table indicate the month in which the collating will take place, at 2.00 pm in 
the Sugar Loaf.  The issue being collated will relate to the following month, e.g. on 24th September the October 
issue will be collated. 

mailto:richard.bulley@btinternet.com

