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Volume 28      Issue 9        February 2013 

EDITORIAL 

 

We wish all our readers a very happy New 
Year. 
 
And that is about as upbeat as I can get.  We 
have a feature on fly tipping – see page 33, 
which is now up there with dog fouling as a 
blight on our village.  The District Council has 
been pretty good at removing the mess, but it 
keeps on coming.  This kind of tipping is a crime as well as a nuisance, 
so if you have any idea who might be responsible, please let the 
police know – anonymously through Crime Stoppers would be fine. 
 
Then we have had to report the effect of a tragic accident in 2010 
which cost the life of a 100 year-old resident in Meppershall Nursing 
Home and late news was the untimely death of Duncan Thomas (see 
page 7).  And on top of that, snow!  Not fun for many people, but it 
does look pretty!  Our cover picture goes back to 2009, when we had 
snow that lay for many days, but it seems quite topical in January 
2013. 
 
In ‘Your Shout’ on page 10, Trevor Thorley does a great job of 
highlighting some things that were good at the end of last year, and 
we at The Messenger would like to thank the Parish Council for 
formally giving over to us the printing machine which they bought 
last year and which we have been using on their behalf to produce 
this magazine. 

Dick Bulley 
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LETTERS 
 
Letter from Jane Nash 
 
After living in Meppershall for 17 years and having had three children go 
through the school, as well as running a business in the village, we knew a lot of 
people. We would like to thank everyone who wished us well, sent cards and 
gifts for our move to Horning in Norfolk. We love it here; it is so beautiful, so if 
anyone would like to see this lovely part of the Norfolk Broads we have 
completed our Holiday home. It is advertised on the Cottages 4 You website 
ref: 28035 (Spring Cottage). Hope to see you soon!  
Thanks again,  Chris, Jane James, Rebecca and George 
 

Letter from Jon Ingarfill 
 
Now that the leaves have all been blown off the trees and hedgerows trimmed, 
we can see the true scale of littering along our lanes.  My wife and I walk the 
roads and footpaths almost daily and the amount of littering and fly tipping is 
shocking.  The verges and hedgerows are covered in rubbish which can only 
have been thrown out of car/van/lorry windows.  In particular, Chapel Road, 
Stondon Road and Campton Road seem to be a magnet for empty Stellar Artois 
cans along with all manner of other food and drink packaging (incl. an empty 
vodka bottle).  Then we have those who take the trouble to collect all their 
vehicular rubbish, put it all into a bag, tie a nice neat bow on top, then throw it 
out of the window!  Just who are these people?  If that weren’t bad enough 
there are two piles of fly tipping, one outside of Chapel Farm's gateway (old 
carpet, plus new carpet trimmings), and another outside the water tower 
where you will see another old carpet and about thirty Fosters lager tins just 
discarded into the ditch.  I don't know what we can do about it, it just makes 
me mad to see it, and the lack of respect some people have for our 
countryside. 
  
And, whilst I'm having a rant can I mention the never-ending saga of dog mess? 
All along the path from Coneygate across towards the Water tower, it is an 
assault course to dodge the doggie deposits.  Why can't people clear up after 
their dogs? This is not a new problem, however there has been a recent 
development in which someone (or several people) takes the trouble to clear 
up after their dog, and then hangs the bag in the nearest bush - Aaaarrgghhhh!  
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I've half a mind to take a photo of anyone I see not clearing up after their dog 
and start a wall of shame outside the village hall. 
                   Jon Ingarfill  
See also David Turner’s piece on page 33. 
 
Thank You from Dave and Amy 
 
We would like to thank all our family and friends for making our 60th and 30th 
celebration so great and for the wonderful gifts. 
Thanks also to all those people who helped on the day; we could not have done 
it without you! 

Sent in by Kathy Hankins 
 

Letter from Enid Pamment 
 
Meppershall Players 
At the beginning of December I booked tickets to take my family to the annual 
pantomime.  The performance was most entertaining, the cast covered most 
age groups and the singing was superb. So much effort had been put into this 
production and certainly one has to admire the enthusiasm of everyone 
concerned.  We really are so lucky to live in this village, so much going on, 
plenty to keep one's interest going and yet the attendance for the performance 
we attended was so disappointing.  I must admit I did feel embarrassed for the 
cast.   

 Enid Pamment, Resident 
‘Aladdin’ - The Meppershall Players   
                                                     
My wife and I attended a hugely entertaining, and extremely well attended, 
final performance of the 2012 pantomime ‘Aladdin’ at the Village Hall.   
You may think that you know the story of Aladdin well enough, but Director 
Karen Mitchell managed to breathe new life into the old favourite, with a very 
witty script sprinkled with the odd irreverent locally-flavoured joke (to be taken 
in the spirit intended by publicans and bakers alike!).  A talented cast had us in 
stitches all night, and some of the ad-libbed responses to light-hearted heckling 
from the audience were simply brilliant.  
The Messenger applauds The Players for a truly outstanding achievement. 
‘Aladdin’ enthralled us all – children and adults (or is that inner-children?) alike!    

David Turner    
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MEPPERSHALL NEWS IN BRIEF 

Karen Lucas' London Marathon - 2013 update 

 

Well, my training is well underway and by the time you read this, I'll be half 
way through it with just 10 weeks left to go! 
I'd like to say thanks to those who attended my coffee morning before 
Christmas and to those who bought a quiz sheet from the shop or from me.  
The winner will be announced in the next magazine. 
To help me reach my fundraising target, I'm holding a fun race night in the 
village hall on Saturday 2nd February.  The doors will open at 6.30pm with the 
first race at 7.00pm.  This should be a fun night for all the family, with tickets 
at £5 for adults and £3 for children, which includes a ploughman’s supper.  
If you'd like to buy tickets, they are available from me at 51A High Street or call 
me on 811581.   
If you unable to attend, but would still like to support me in raising much 
needed funds for the Cardiomyopathy Association (CMA), I have an on-line 
sponsor form at http://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/KarenLucas or a paper 
sponsor form at home.  CMA supports families affected by this mainly inherited 
heart disease which is the most frequent cause of sudden deaths in the under 
35's. 
Thanks once again for your continued support.  

 Best Wishes, Karen 
 
Doug Powney 

 
On 17th December the Messenger was delighted to call on 
Doug to help him celebrate his 90th birthday.  Our picture 
shows him with the cake that marked this very significant 
achievement.  Doug told us that the secret of his long life 
was going dancing, which he still does twice or even three 
times each week, and never has a shortage of partners!  
Many congratulations Doug, and as they say on a well-known 
TV show, “Keeeeeep Dancing”. 
With thanks to Colette House for the staff work and Roger’s Bakery for the 
cake. 
 
 
 
  

http://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/KarenLucas
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Inquest Verdict 
 
On January 9th a jury at Hatfield Coroner’s Court reached a verdict of Accidental 
Death on May Ward who died in the Lister Hospital on 28th August 2010 after 
falling from a lifting sling at Meppershall Nursing Home the previous day.  Mrs 
Ward, who was a former RAF cook, was aged 100 at the time of the accident 
and was probably Meppershall’s oldest resident.   
Experts from the Health & Safety Executive, whose investigation is ongoing, 
said that a fall from the type of sling being used could happen easily if it was 
not used properly.  Ruth Boulton, the Health and Safety Executive's 
investigating inspector, said the sling had been introduced to the home three 
months before the accident and was different in design to other slings the 
carers used.  She said some of the staff had received training from the sling's 
manufacturer, but no formal training was given.  Ms Boulton said without 
training and instructions, it was likely that carers would revert to techniques 
used on more common slings, but these were incorrect for this piece of 
equipment.  If used properly, it would have been highly unlikely that Mrs Ward 
would have fallen out, the inquest was told.  
The two carers who had been trying to lift Mrs Ward, one from Bulgaria and 
one from China, have since returned to their home countries and were not at 
the inquest. 
 

Meppershall Brownies 
 
For our Brownie Disability Awareness Badge, we were joined at our meeting on 
19 November by two very special guests - Libby, the Labrador, and Hal, the 
Spaniel, accompanied by their trainers Dorcas and Mary from Hearing Dogs for 
the Deaf.   The Brownies enjoyed making a fuss of the dogs, and the dogs 
enjoyed being made a fuss of!  We found out about the wonderful work the 
dogs do in helping people with hearing difficulties lead a normal life.  We also 
had a go at doing the Brownie promise in sign language, which did prove quite 
difficult.  
We were pleased to welcome a further two Brownies, Katie and Lottie, which 
means we are now nearly at full capacity.   
 
We finished the year with Christmas crafts, making yummy and very sweet and 
sticky marshmallow snowmen lollies, very cute reindeer Christmas tree 
decorations and Christmas cards – a very busy and messy evening.  We then 
finished off the year with a pyjama party.  The girls came suitably dressed in  
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their pj’s and onesies and came armed with pillows and teddies and we played 

games and ate lots of food – always a favourite. 

We said goodbye to our two eldest Brownies, Elise and Alice who have now 
turned 10, and we wish them both well for the future and hope they enjoyed 
their Brownie adventure with us. 
 
Some of the activities we have planned for this half term include celebrating 
Burns Night, finishing the Disability Awareness Badge, visiting Pets at Home  for 
the Friend to Animals badge, Valentine’s craft night and attending Thinking Day 
with other Rainbows, Brownies and Guides from Henlow, Lower Stondon, 
Shillington, and Arlesey.  This year the theme for Thinking Day is Africa and we 
have some really fun and interesting activities planned. 
 
If you are interested in your daughter joining Brownies, please contact Suzanne 
(Snowy Owl) on 07817 392325 or you can now register your daughter on line at 
www.girlguiding.org.uk, click on the ‘parent’ tab and then click on the ‘register 
your daughter’ link.  Please remember to select ‘Monday evenings’, otherwise 
Meppershall will not come up as an option.  We are close to full capacity, and 
may have to start a waiting list soon, so it would be worthwhile registering your 
interest, even if your daughter is not yet seven. 
 
Suzanne, Gemma, Rosie, Emma and Chloe 
(also known at Brownies as Snowy Owl, Tawny Owl, Screech Owl, Hedwig and 
Little Owl) 
 

DUNCAN THOMAS 
Penny Hollander (Duncan’s sister) writes: 
“It is with great sadness that we announce the death of Duncan Thomas who 
died suddenly on Monday 14th January 2013.  Gillian would especially like to 
thank all those people who helped Duncan at the end of November 2012 when 
he collapsed near the bakery, including Mary and Andrew Pain, Mary, Roger 
and the bakery staff, as well as the passing helpers who came to his 
assistance.” 
 
Duncan was a friend and supporter of many people and organisations in 
Meppershall, including The Messenger.  We plan to include a more 
comprehensive tribute to him in our next issue, but for now we simply express 
our deepest sympathy to Gillian and his other family.     Ed  

http://www.girlguiding.org.uk/
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MEPPERSHALL BAKERY BEES by Roger 
  

Hi.  
Not much is happening in and around the apiary at this time of the year; 
January and February are very quiet, as is business. I have been feeding the 
bees with fondant from the beginning of December, going every two weeks to 
see if they are okay. With the roofs tied down and a couple of bricks for good 
measure, we have not had any problems so far. Touch wood!  
 
At the beginning of this month, as the days draw out, the queen will start laying 
eggs and on bright days the bees will be flying, looking for early flowers like 
willow, snowdrops, crocus and aconites. These will all be worked by the bees 
for pollen and nectar to start feeding the brood ready for the spring flowers 
next month. It’s January and already I am thinking of March and beyond! 
 
On a sad note, Fred has died. Fred used to sit on the bank and watch me 
tending the bees on many occasions. He would sit with one eye on me and one 
eye on the horizon looking for danger. Fred was a fox and has lived around the 
apiary for the last 2-3 years.  In late December I went to feed the bees and she 
was lying beside one of the hives dead. Fred turned out to be Freda, not Fred.  I 
buried her on the bank where she used to sit; funny how we get attached to 
animals, wild or tame. 
 
At this time of year we have to be extra vigilant on the food stocks because the 
weather being warm will start the bees feeding and then it will turn cold again 
very quickly and the bees get separated from the queen; the colony could die if 
the brood and queen get cold. 
 
Most of the fields to the south east of the village are rape, good for the bees 
and beekeeper but not so good for the hayfever sufferer.  We still have some 
honey for sale, so if you wish to build up your immunity to hayfever, they say a 
spoonful a day helps, but start now and build up before the flowers turn 
yellow.  Mary’s mead is hopefully fermenting away as you read this article.  She 
can’t wait till June to taste it with you all! 
 
Honey available at Rogers Bakery – see you there. 
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MEPPERSHALL PARISH COUNCIL REPORT 

Your Parish Council has met on two occasions since the last edition, but it has been 
fairly quiet during this time. 
We have only seen one planning application which is currently being reviewed by our 
Planning and Housing working group. 
At the January meeting we set the Precept, which is the amount of money required 
by the Council to operate for the next financial year. I am pleased to report that the 
Council voted for no increase in our proportion of the Council Tax for the period 
commencing April 2013. 
As part of the annual financial review for 2013/14 we were pleased to agree grants 
towards the ‘Village Hall’ for new furniture, the ‘Arts, Crafts and Music Festival’ and 
the ‘Meppershall Village Fair’ towards their running costs this year.  
At both the meetings we discussed Parking and Traffic Regulation Orders which are 
available to us under the new Localism Act. Although the Council have these new 
powers it should not be necessary to paint yellow lines around the village if people 
park in accordance with the existing rules laid out in the Highway Code. We receive 
many complaints from members of the public about vehicles that park too near 
junctions or partially on the pavement or verges. Parking off the highway can often 
cause hidden damage to underground services which are not protected in the same 
way as they are in the road. Also in wet weather the damage to grass verges can be 
severe and unsightly. As always there is the concern about speeding vehicles 
especially in Shefford Road and the High Street. The Council have decided to invest in 
a highway and traffic survey to be carried out in the next financial year so we can 
plan what action we need to take to try and resolve these issues. 
We have also discussed the ongoing problem of dog fouling for which offenders can 
now be fined up to £1000 by Central Beds Council. We have had two new waste bins 
installed in the village and new reminder signs will installed in the near future. At 
present there is a severe problem around Fowlers Drive which will be closely 
monitored. 
Future Parish Council Meeting Dates 
Monday 11th February 2013 and Monday 11th March 2013 – 7:45 pm in Meppershall 
Village Hall. 
 
Please remember that you are welcome to attend our meetings to speak about any 
subject during our open public session. Or you may just wish to come along to see 
what we do. Maybe you are thinking about becoming a Councillor at the next 
election.  We look forward to seeing you. 
 
David Foskett  
Chairman, Meppershall Parish Council – chairman@meppershall.org 
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YOUR SHOUT 
with Trevor Thorley 
 

  

MEANDERINGS:  
December 2012 highlighted to me what Meppershall is all about, for in this 
small village, there was an abundance of activity.  
 

MEPPERSHALL PLAYERS got people into the right spirit with their performances 
of the pantomime, ‘Aladdin’, spanning two weeks, with Karen Mitchell writing 
and directing as well as taking a major part on the stage. With other regulars 
from young to the not so young, they had the audiences in stitches with their 
pranks and antics on stage. 
 

THE VILLAGE CHOIR, which is now well established, entertained the residents 
of Meppershall Care Home with a Carol Concert, followed later the same day 
with a Carol Concert in the Sugar Loaf pub where the Evergreens were enjoying 
their Christmas Party. All present had a jolly time. 
 

There was further activity by the MEPPERSHALL SOCIAL CLUB with seasonal 
discos, which I understand were well attended. 
 

ST. MARY’S CHURCH was a hive of activity over the Christmas period. The 
Meppershall Lower School held their Carol Service prior to breaking up for the 
school holiday and on December 23 in St. Mary’s there was the service of Nine 
Lessons and Carols. A healthy congregation listened as representatives of the 
various organisations in the village read lessons and the Choir performed 
splendidly in leading the congregation in singing the listed carols; it was indeed 
a lovely service.  People also came out in numbers for the Midnight Mass and 
children brought along their toys for the Christmas Day Service, which again 
was well attended.  
 

THE UNITED BENEFICE CHURCH SERVICE, with parishioners from St.Mary’s and 
St.Michaels Church was also very well attended. This was a lovely service, 
which concluded with members of the congregation being invited to lunch. This 
was taken in the Rectory and hosted by Rev Roni Goodman with PCC ladies 
preparing and serving the hot food. The month of December was a very busy 
one for Roni and Andrew but they were eventually able to put their feet up for 
a few days well-earned rest with their family.  
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On NEW YEAR’S EVE the bell ringers were resplendent as they welcomed in the 

New Year of 2013 with peals of bell ringing.   

THE FRIENDS OF ST.MARY’S will be welcoming an exciting new band to 
St.Mary’s Church on Saturday, March 23. “Steelworks” is their name, and they 
are quickly establishing themselves in the realms of corporate events. They will 
be coming to Meppershall for your entertainment playing exciting music from 
the 70’s and 80’s. Tickets will be £10 and will be available from this month 
onwards. Look out for posters.   
 
BARBARA AND MAURICE HORWOOD celebrated their Diamond Wedding on 
November 15. They were collected and whisked away by their family for a 
surprise holiday in celebration of this great event in their lives and had a 
wonderful time, which they will remember for a long, long time. Barbara was 
involved with the Women’s Institute for many years until it disbanded in 
Meppershall. Always willing to help in any way with fetes, functions and other 
events, she is well known for her delicious apple pies! Maurice is always in the 
background supporting her but I believe has put in many hours over the years 
with help in the churchyard. All those who know this happy couple will join me 
in Hearty Congratulations. 
 
BIGGLESWADE CHRONICLE: Just a reminder to all organisations in the village. If 
you are organising an event and wish to reach a wider audience it may be 
possible to do so through my weekly Meppershall News column. Just email me 
and I will endeavour to do the rest. 
 
REMEMBER IT IS YOUR SHOUT Call Trevor on 01462 813357 or email: 
trevor.thorley1@btinternet.com 
__________________________________________________________ 

Extracts from ‘Love those Church Ladies’, kindly noted by John 

Chapman.  

 Eight new choir robes are currently needed, due to the addition of several 
new members and to the deterioration of some older ones. 

 Potluck supper Sunday at 5:00 PM - prayer and medication to follow. 

 Low Self Esteem Support Group will meet Thursday at 7 PM. Please use the 
back door. 

 For those of you who have children and don't know it, we have a nursery 
downstairs.  

mailto:trevor.thorley1@btinternet.com
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Meppershall C of E VA Lower School 

‘An outstanding Church of England School’ 
June 2008 and December 2010 

 
School Report – February 2013 

 
Spring term has started with snow on the ground and it’s hard to believe that in 
a few weeks’ time the days will become longer and all those brave bulbs will 
start to give us some colour in our gardens.  We have got off to our usual busy 
start of term with just one change in our staff. Mrs. Pearce has begun her 
maternity leave and Mrs. Pam Cherry will take over her teaching role in Acorns, 
Beeches and Willows classes. So we welcome Mrs. Cherry and hope that Mrs. 
Pearce is safely delivered of a healthy baby in February. 
 
The teachers have planned some fabulous ‘Stunning Starts’ to their creative 
topic work. In Beeches and Willows classes they dressed as their favourite fairy 
tale character and had an exciting day making puppets and cooking, to name 
just a few of the day’s activities. The children in Cedars class have come to 
school dressed as evacuees for their World War Two topic. They are going to 
cook a typical fruit cake with a 2013 recipe and the same type of cake with 
ingredients used during the war. I wonder which one will taste best? 
 
Last term we remembered our dear friend Archie Underwood by having a mufti 
day to raise funds for a bench for our playground.  I continue to be astonished 
by the generosity of our parents and families as we raised nearly £300 to buy a 
special bench with stars either end in Archie’s favourite colours of blue and 
white for Chelsea. We hope to have this installed by the end of term. 
 
Over the summer holidays the first part of our building project began with the 
conversion of our heating boiler from oil to gas and the construction of bin 
stores where the oil tank was. During the Easter holidays, part two begins: we 
are going to enlarge our entrance to the school by making a lobby where 
visitors can be welcomed safely and warmly. There will be a canopy for children 
and parents to shelter at the beginning and end of the school and the car park 
will be blocked off so that everyone enters and leaves school safely by the 
pedestrian path. This will be ready for the start of the new school year in 
September 2013. 
Another really important and exciting change to our school will also take place 
in September 2013 when we become an academy. Just before Christmas we  
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received permission from the Diocesan Board of Education to apply to the 
Department of Education for an academy order. This was granted on December 
19th 2012. The Governors of our school were delighted with the positive 
decisions by both these boards and look forward to the conversion process. 
 
In the next edition I will hand over this space to our children to report on their 
exciting learning opportunities. A belated Happy New Year from us all at 
Meppershall CE VA Lower School.     Lyn Fairweather 

      Headteacher 
 

MUSIC LESSONS !                   

 

                  QUALIFIED, EXPERIENCED TEACHER, 

with current CRB check and performance experience, 

OFFERS PIANO LESSONS  - BEGINNERS TO ADVANCED 

CHILDREN and ADULTS 

reasonable  rates. 

Contact:  Susan   01462-811419 

(BA, PhD, PGCE) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

St Mary's Church Meppershall tea towels and mugs for sale! 
 

Did you know that the Village Stores sells mugs and tea towels 
commemorating our beautiful church of St Mary's? Please have a 
look! The quality Linen Union tea towels also show other important 
village institutions (village hall and the school, to name a couple) 
drawn by a local artist.  Both mugs and tea towels have the attractive 
traditional blue colour of St Mary.  
Prices are as follows: 
Linen Union St Mary’s Tea Towels: 1 for £4.50, 2 for £8.00, 3 for 
£12.00, 4 for £15.00.  St Mary's mugs: £3.50 each or 3 for £10. 
Rest assured that all proceeds from the sale of these items go 
towards church funds. With thanks for your valued support. 

Contact: Brenda Wright on 816446. 
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SHEFFORD LEISURE GROUP 
 
By Enid Pamment 

 
We are looking forward to the New Year and organising some interesting and exciting 
trips and holidays which we hope our members enjoy.  Don’t forget our ‘Get 
Together’ which takes place on Saturday 23rd at The Memorial Hall, Shefford from 
7pm.  We have a good buffet, entertainment, and will be presenting our annual 
cheque to a representative from Keech Hospice Care for Children.  Looking  forward 
to meeting you all there. 
November saw many of us watching the Lord Mayor’s Show which was spectacular as 
usual, although due to the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee and the Olympics there were no 
fireworks.  However, not to be disappointed we had a preview of the London 
Christmas Lights. 
A small party visited St Albans on one of the few sunny days.  Many of us enjoyed 
early Christmas shopping, whilst others met up with friends and family they seldom 
have the chance to meet. 
At the very end of November was our ever popular trip to Thursford.  On our way we 
called at Elveden handicraft and produce centre, where we had a short time to 
browse and have a welcome coffee before proceeding to Thursford.  After an 
excellent show we made our way to Old Mother Hubbard’s for a fish & chip supper 
before returning home. 
December marked the beginning of the Christmas celebrations with a visit to John 
Rutter and the Royal Philharmonic Orchestra; later we went to Lincoln Christmas 
Market with its 350 stalls set in the grounds and the lawn around the Cathedral in 
Castle Hill and along Westgate.  Christmas Carols with the Stars at the Royal Albert 
Hall in aid of Leukaemia was a fun time. 
We rounded the year off with a visit to the Westfield/Stratford City Shopping Centre 
for a couple of hours after which we met our Guide who escorted us to board the 
Thames Cable Car, gliding silently across the River Thames enjoying far reaching 
daylight views from the glass gondolas.  Just as dusk fell we boarded our coach for a 
visit to London at Christmastime.  The Guide took us to see many little streets with 
their Christmas lights.  We were hoping for a stop on the London Southbank, but 
although the weather had been great up until that point it defeated even the 
strongest heart!! So we decided to remain in the coach for our homeward journey. 
We started the New Year with our annual trip to the panto’ this year it was Cinderella 
at the Milton Keynes Theatre, starring Louis Spence as Dandini,  Anna Williamson as 
Cinderella and Keven Orkian as Buttons, together with ugly sisters made this a 
charming and hilarious show.  The costumes were absolutely stunning with a 
sparkling set and real Shetland ponies.  What more could one ask! 
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Forthcoming Events 2013 (Kindly telephone for details) 

Chinese New Year in Trafalgar Square - London Sunday 10th February 

Mickie Driver’s Palace of Varieties – N. London Wed 13th February 

Ideal Home Show, Earls Court Sunday 17th March 

Annual ‘Get Together’ Memorial Hall, Shefford Saturday 23rd March 

The Cutty Sark and Cable car Tuesday 26th March 

Camden Market Sunday 7th April 

Royal Philharmonic Orchestra plays Tchaikovsky Sun 7th April (matinee) 

Lunch & Cruise from the Marina, Huntingdon Thursday 11th April 

Westminster Abbey, with Guide Saturday 27th April 

Household Cavalry & Windsor Wednesday 29th May 
Centenary Floral Fanfare (NAFAS) - 
Central Hall, Westminster 

Saturday 7th September 

 
London Shows currently available (Arranged by Stevenage Group Travel) are:  
Matinees - Leaving Shefford at 11am - price includes coach: 

Jersey Boys (inc lunch) Prince Edward Theatre Tuesday 5th February 

Carmen – RAH – stalls seats Thursday 21st February 

Singing in the Rain – Palace Theatre – Dress Circle Wed 27th February 

Chorus Line – New London Palladium Wednesday 8th May 

Evening Shows - Leaving Shefford at 4.15pm - price includes coach: 
Viva Forever – Piccadilly Theatre – good seats Wed 6th February 

Matilda, the Musical – Cambridge Theatre - Stalls Wed 13th March 

RPO – Vienna’s Finest – Royal Festival Hall Wed 29th May 

Holidays: 2012 & 3013 (Kindly telephone for more details) 

Lochs & Glens, staying in Dunoon 7th – 13th July  

Austria by Coach (overnight in Cologne), including 
4 superb excursions.  Please note new dates. 

18th – 25th  August 

 

For all holidays, which include hotel accommodation, Shefford Leisure Group 
acts as an agent for the Tour Operator; their terms and conditions apply. 
Shefford Leisure Group is open to all in the local community who feel they 
would like to join us on our ventures and see places they would not see under 
their own steam.  We are always happy to meet new friends. 
Raffles are held and all the proceeds are for Keech Hospice Care for Children.  
For further information regarding dates, prices, and availability, or to receive 
our monthly newsletter, please contact Enid on 01462 851397 or e-mail 
Enidpamment@aol.com.                              Enid Pamment – Shefford Leisure Group  

mailto:Enidpamment@aol.com
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FINANCIAL NEWS UPDATE                           with Jon Ingarfill 

 
Selling Financial Products 
 
Firstly, a very Happy New Year to you all. I hope you all had an enjoyable 
Festive season?  
 
Well, here we are again, another New Year. Last year was again very 
challenging for many, however I do at long last really feel as if the first signs of 
better times are on the horizon. The problems in Europe that dogged the 
Political and Financial scene for much 2011 and 2012 seem to have been 
resolved (for now at least). This gives the markets more time to focus on the 
fundamentals of the world economies. Whilst there was some bad news 
throughout 2012, there was also a lot of more encouraging news from 
company data, and global statistics, such that overall there was more good 
news than bad.  Even though the media continues to peddle constant doom 
and gloom, the Stock Market ended 2012 at its highest level since May 2008. 
This is up over 70% from the low points of the recession. The accepted view is 
that markets are around 6-9 months ahead of how it feels to the rest of us, so I 
do think better times are coming.  
 
Sure, we are not out of the woods yet, and there will be further bad news 
mixed in with the good. Just this week we have seen one chain, Jessops, close 
its doors for good, and a few weeks back Comet too succumbed to the change 
in the way we now shop and what we want from shops.  There will 
undoubtedly be several more high profile casualties over the next few months. 
I’m sure we’ve all wondered how certain shops manage to keep going? – I can 
think of several where I’ve had that thought recently. Retailers have to adapt 
their models to what the customer wants, those who do, can still prosper e.g. 
John Lewis, Waitrose, Next, Sainsburys, Debenhams etc., have all posted 
excellent Christmas trading results despite not being the cheapest, whereas  
M&S, Morrisons, Homebase, Argos and many more struggled. There are 
various reasons why some got it more right than others, it just demonstrates 
that when the conditions are tough it is vital to know what, when and why 
customers buy. Online shopping continues to increase, and I’m not convinced it 
is completely down to us all becoming lazier. Personally, I find it to be a mixture 
of car parking, fuel prices, disinterested staff, not having the right size/colour in 
stock, endless sales which are more akin to a jumble sale and so on. The whole   
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shopping experience in some stores is painful! The result of course is that I stop 
going in there as, it seems, do many people. 
 
I wrote last time about the changes to the way Financial Advisers are now 
classified and the way we are paid. This new regime is up and running and I 
have to say that so far I’ve not had anyone question the way it is now done. 
Everyone accepts (or I hope they do) that good quality help, advice and service 
(in whatever profession) has a cost? The previous system of dribbling it out 
over several years, effectively holding back fund performance, was just ‘smoke 
& mirrors’. Now it is not only clearly visible, but also agreed in advance with the 
client. I think it is a much better way, and one we should have been using for 
many years. It hasn’t changed the advice I will give someone, nor the range of 
solutions that I offer, what it does do is shift the power to you, the clients.  
 
Many of you will have taken out policies over the years which are still paying 
the adviser a small sum each month/year for ongoing servicing (you may not 
realise this), but where you’ve actually had no service whatsoever. Now, unless 
that adviser provides the service he/she is being paid for, you the client can 
request that servicing fee be turned off or moved to another adviser who is 
providing the service. Wow, what a change! These new regulations have 
resulted in virtually all the banks and building societies pulling out from giving 
financial advice, unless you have a lot of money (at least £50,000, and even 
£100,000 in some cases). My one concern is that the many thousands of people 
who used to get their advice from their bank/building society, will no longer be 
able to do so. The number of financial advisers generally has also taken a sharp 
drop as the minimum qualification level has also increased. So there are fewer 
of us out there! 
 
Jon Ingarfill 
Tel: 07870 564115 or email: jon@rutherfordfinancial.co.uk 
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POLEHANGER: A FARMING DIARY 
 
Episode 39 

  

 
I am writing this on the 31st December, in that ‘transit lounge’ between 
Christmas and the New Year. You will not be reading it until the beginning of 
February at the earliest, when we are well into the momentum of all things 
2013.  However, Christine and I still wish you and yours well, through the year 
ahead. 
 
What does the year look like for you?  Christmas cards blithely wish a peaceful 
and prosperous New Year but that may not be a realistic option for some 
(many?).  And how do you define those words anyway?  A magazine came in 
our post this morning with this written boldly across the brightly coloured 
cover (NB the date of my writing) 
“A fresh start. How to get what you really want.  More money, a healthier body.  
An extra shot of happiness.” 
This seems to me to be a dangerous illusion that happiness is based on 
spending money (that many don’t have), and on an unhelpful self-focus that 
ignores the needs of others.  Contrast this with www.wewillgather.co.uk which 
I saw discussed on breakfast TV just before Christmas.  This community action 
of doing good grew as a response to the city riots of 2012. I am trying to re-
focus my mind in this way, when I regularly pick up rubbish dropped at the end 
of our drive, rather than muttering darkly under my breath! 
Let’s all do some small act of kindness each day and, as the Bible says, “think of 
others more highly than ourselves”. Then we are in a ‘win-win’ situation with 
more chance of a Happy New Year. 
 
As I write, it is raining yet again. I’m not sure quite how many weather records 
have been broken in 2012 but it does seem to have become the wettest on 
record after the record-breaking drought finished last March. 
 
Format 
During 2013 I intend to change the format of my article a bit, in an evolutionary 
sort of way though I’m not sure yet in what ways. I hope this will keep you as 
reader and me, as writer, on our respective toes.  
Farming in the UK is, in general, defined by the seasons and as such, routine 
events reappear year on year in the same sequence at roughly the same time 

http://www.wewillgather.co.uk/
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For us as arable farmers, seed time, plant growth stages, fertilizing and 

spraying field work, harvest and subsequent cultivations can be generally 

predicted with some degree of accuracy. Of course weather and other 

circumstances affect decisions on a day to day basis but, nevertheless, this 

makes writing a Farming Diary, and keeping it fresh and interesting, a 

challenge. Do let me and/or the Editor know if there are issues to do with the 

countryside and farming that you would like to see explained or debated. 

Late Harvest 
In ‘Farmer’s Weekly’, dated 7th December, there was a remarkable picture of a 
combine harvester working in a wheat crop in Somerset on 2nd December. The 
first substantial frost of the winter was enough to support the machine on land 
saturated from flooding at harvest time proper and up to that point. We have 
been so blessed here with less severe weather, relative at least to other parts 
of the UK.   
 
Trees 
I read recently that in the wake of Dutch Elm Disease which struck in the 1960s 
and ‘70s this country lost 25 million mature trees but there are now more trees 
generally in the country than before the disease struck.  
Our national Ash population is under attack from the fungus Chalara Fraxinea 
(Ash Dieback).  In the light of this there has been much ringing of hands about 
the consequences of losing much of the population of yet another distinctive 
countryside tree. One response is to start planting saplings from different 
species now.  We will continue to do so. 
  
Michael Foster’s Diary February 1963 
3rd (Sunday) Thawing pipes before breakfast. Frost and snow showers. 
4th Particularly difficult to scare pigeons away from brussell sprouts. (In cold 
snowy weather they get very hungry and sprouts attract huge flocks of hungry 
pigeons that do much damage: if scared off fly only a short distance before 
‘flopping’ down again in the same field.)  
6th Thaw starts (lasts 2 days before snow and frost return for the rest of 
Feb.’63!) 
12th Hitchin Market. Sold 100 quarters barley for 74/-. (How quickly we forget 
old terms for weight and money!) 
20th Hare shoot at Great Wymondley. 177 head. (Rarely seen now but hares 
were considered a pest and needed ‘controlling’ in those days.) 

Chris Foster: 31st December 2012 
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LIFE ON THE WILD SIDE 

By JEREMY HOLDEN 

Crocodile Peers 

Crocodiles hold a fascination for us. A casual browsing of National Geographic 
Channel scheduling will validate this observation. It is true that people seem most 
attracted to animals that either resemble us in some way – penguins, orang utans, 
meerkats – or those that occasionally eat us – lions, sharks, and of course, crocodiles. 
But there seems more to our fascination with crocodiles than their potential as 
dangerous predators. A recent close encounter with a crocodile gave me a chance to 
reflect on the nature of these extraordinary beasts. It was an endangered Siamese 
crocodile, a species never known to attack humans – something borne out by the 
reliefs at Angkor Wat in Cambodia that show enemy soldiers cast into the water while 
nearby crocodiles snack on fish. Although not a mortal danger, even a hatchling 
Siamese croc has a mouth like a mousetrap lined with carpet tacks, and one must 
take care not to get bitten. The croc I held was considerably bigger than a hatchling, 
and a careless moment might have cost me a finger. But it was not fear of injury that 
most concerned me. Crocodiles are such alien creatures. The body is muscle 
sheathed in amour, while the face is immobile and registers no emotion. The green 
eyes are inscrutable; the black calligraphic stroke of the pupil gives nothing away. You 
can read little of the crocodile’s intension in that narrow slit, but rather feel the 
distant secrets of the past and how utterly lost they are to us. The crocodile seems to 
have inherited a profound knowingness of time and the vast indifference of nature. 
This is the real thrill of crocodilians: bearing witness to an evolutionary success, a 
survivor of 200 million years. In the presence of a crocodile we are like a newborn 
baby in the arms of a centenarian – they in, their various forms, have been around a 
hundred times longer than us. Their silent expressionlessness intimates the chilling 
thought that the secret of existence is a cold and predatory thing.  
Evolution is an incredible mechanism that has produced the wealth of species that 
share our planet. Evolution’s goal is to solve a problem: how a given species can best 
survive in and utilize a given environment. Crocodiles seem to have cracked the 
evolutionary code. Graced with a characteristic that makes them almost 
indestructible: the ability to enter a state similar to a living death.  They can go for 
over a year without food, use land but stay submerged for long periods, and slow 
their metabolism to require mere sips of breath and a few heartbeats a minute. It 
was these abilities that allowed them to pass through catastrophes that caused many 
other forms to vanish. Today’s crocodilians share the same basic traits, from the 
mighty saltwater crocodile to the dwarf crocodile of West Africa (although this most 
diminutive of the crocs can reach lengths of 6 feet). They are all semi-aquatic 
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carnivores with a familiar morphology. But this wasn’t always so. Fossil evidence for 
many crocodile ancestors is fragmentary, and some of the biggest species to have 
ever lived are known (such as the monstrous Deinosuchus, or ‘terrible croc’) only 
from teeth and bone fragments. Recent excavations in the Sahara have shed light on 
the range of crocodile diversity in the past. The largest, Sarcosuchus, at 12 metres 
and 8 metric tonnes was believed to prey on dinosaurs, while a miniature relative, 
Anatosuchus, at 70 cm was partially vegetarian.  
Evolution has left us today with 23 species of crocodilian, a quarter of which are 
Critically Endangered. One of these is the Siamese crocodile, a freshwater species 
that has had its own brush with extinction. Rediscovered in Cambodia over a decade 
ago, this species has become the focus of a successful project whose aim has been to 
reverse the trend that has lead the Siamese crocodile on to the IUCN Redlist. Over 
the years the Cambodian Crocodile Conservation Project (CCCP) has itself made an 
evolutionary journey. The rediscovery of the Siamese crocodile in the Cardamom 
Mountains has lead to monitoring work, education programmes with the local 
minority communities, camera trapping, nest protection, radio tracking individuals to 
learn more about how they live, and even moving wild crocodiles from habitats 
threatened by dam construction. The latest initiative is a captive breeding 
programme that has produced captive-born crocodiles ready to be released into the 
wild.  
My first experience with the project was over a decade ago when I spent a long and 
fruitless month sitting in hides trying to get some photographs of wild Siamese 
crocodiles. From dawn ‘til dusk I sat motionless in the hides, getting some 
photographs of birds, but no crocs. In that time I saw only one crocodile, no more 
than a gnarly head patrolling a deep river pool. It was too far away to photograph. 
Hunters had made Siamese crocodiles wary, whilst fishing nets had decimated wild 
populations. Young crocs are easily caught and drowned in nets, and the first croclet I 
ever held was one rescued from a fishing net. Years later I was to work with the team 
again, this time using the more successful approach of camera trapping to get our 
first pictures of wild crocodiles. I was also with the team when they released 
crocodiles hatched from eggs collected from a wild nest – an initiative to counter the 
high rate of egg predation by monitor lizards and pigs – and again when the first 
captive-born crocodile, a toy-sized little monster, was blessed by monks from the 
nearby pagoda  
And I was there to see the first wild-release crocodile slip like a shadow across a sunlit 
sand bar, testing out the new element of fresh flowing water. As the crocodile 
appeared to dissolve back into the dark water, a group of conservationists on the 
riverbank were proud to see this project come full circle. But also I couldn’t help but 
feel a sense of sadness to reflect that after surviving asteroid collisions, droughts and 
volcanic winters, Human Beings are the one catastrophe that has seriously 
threatened the crocodile.  We are also the ones with the power to save them: as the 
motto for the CCCP goes, The future of Cambodia’s crocodiles is in our hands.   
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MEPPERSHALL FESTIVAL 2013 

MUSIC, ARTS AND CRAFTS 

18 MAY 2013 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

CALL TO ALL ARTISTS AND MUSICIANS 

BY END OF MARCH 
 

 

For the 4th edition of this great festival, 

we will be once again promoting and showcasing 

YOU, 

the amazingly talented people 

associated with Meppershall. 
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MUSIC AND LYRICS 
 

We welcome all musicians, whether beginners or experts. 

Previous festivals have hosted groups and solo acts from 

classical to pop music. Yet there is more talent to be 

unearthed: are you a jazz or blues musician, a brass or 

woodwind player, an opera, gospel or ventriloquist singer? 

Come and take to the stage. 

To perform in the evening concert, please contact: 

Colette House, 07831 111062 

colettehouse@gmail.com 
 

ARTS AND CRAFTS 
 

Clay, canvas, flowers, photography, glass, textile, wood, 

metal… What amazing pieces are you hiding? 

This year, in addition to the accomplished works exhibited 

and sold in previous festivals, we are keen to encourage 

quality, budding artists. Be brave and show off your skills. 

To exhibit Arts and Crafts in the afternoon, please contact: 

 

Jacqui Plumley, 01462 811510 

jacqui.plumley@gmail.com 

  

mailto:colettehouse@gmail.com
mailto:jacqui.plumley@gmail.com
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THE  
MEPPERSHALL 
MESSENGER 

AGM 
The Annual General Meeting of The 

Meppershall Messenger will be held on  

TUESDAY 9th APRIL 2013 
AT 7.30 PM IN 

THE SUGAR LOAF 
 

Please come along, choose the Messenger 
Committee for the coming year and make 
your suggestions for how the magazine can be 
improved. 
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THE LUCY PAGES 
By Lucy Standbridge 

Aged 11  
              

Last year, I interviewed several people to see what their New Year 

resolutions were.  For my article this month I have decided to ask a 

few of the people if they had accomplished their resolution. Did you 

know that by the 9th of January most people will have given up their 

New Year resolutions, just 9 days after they made them! 

 

Last year, Mrs Carly Holloway said “mine could be a goal, but it’s to 

get fit (even though I might not keep it)”. Did you achieve it? : I 

tried but ended up injuring my ankle but I am trying again now. 

Mrs Christina Steeley told me “To go to the gym more, so we can eat 

more biscuits over time!”  Did you keep it? : I joined a gym at 

Letchworth and we went and still go every week. We probably 

eat more biscuits and some cake! 

 

Casey-Rose Holloway told me “To get to Lucy’s house on time for 

school” Did you get there on time?: Sometimes! 

 

My resolution was to eat more sweets and I have managed to achieve 

it. My mum thought mine should have been to tidy up my room and 

she thinks: It’s better than it was, but it could still be improved.  

 

My dad’s was to get a sausage machine and make sausages: I still 

want to but no, I didn’t.   

 

My brother Toby’s was to be better at maths. Did you achieve this? 

Yes, I think I am very much better at maths now.   

 

My resolution for this year is to try more new things such as 

indoor skydiving - I’ll let you know if I manage to do it! 
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PUZZLE PAGES 

PRIZE CROSSWORD NO.8 – clues on opposite page 

 

 

PRIZE CROSSWORD NO.8 
Answers are surnames of people with local connections.   

Completed entries to the PO/Stores by Friday 8th March, including name and 

‘phone number. 

  

1 2 3 4 5

6 7

8 9

10 11 12

13

14

15

16

17 18

19 20 21

22 23

24 25 26

27

28 29

30

31 32
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CROSSWORD CLUES  

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

A1   Ben played the role of Q in the James 
Bond film Skyfall, born in Clifton (7) 

A2   First name of 007 English journalist 
and past royal journalist born in 
Hitchin (6) 

A4  John, son of Thomas and Margaret 
born in 1628 in Elstow (6) 

A6   F1 driver born in Stevenage, 
Christian name (5) 

A10 Member of the Scottish Parliament 
for Dumfriesshire since 1999, born in 
Hitchin, Could be related to Andy, 
maybe not. First name. (6) 

A12 Nadine's middle name (7) 
A14 Surname of 6 across (8) 
A16 Arsenal footballer who went to the 

Priory School in Hitchin (8) 
A18 Partnered Brendon Cole after she 

got off her bicycle, born in Stotfold 
(8,9) 

A19 Author of Hotel, Airport and Wheels, 
born in Luton (6) 

A21 Merchant from Bedford who 
amassed a large fortune and became 
Lord Mayor of London. His trust 
survives to this day. (6) 

A22 Three-time winner of the London 
Marathon who moved to Oakley 
when she was 12 (5,9) 

A24 Retired English doubles badminton 
player, born in Hitchin (4) 

A27 Member of Parliament for South 
West Bedfordshire, first name (6) 

A28 Harold was Olympic champion in 
1924 in the 100 metres sprint, a feat 
depicted in the 1981 movie Chariots 
of Fire, born in Bedford (8) 

A30 The Ronnie born in Bedford (6) 
A31 Surname of 2 across (4) 
A32 Bedfordshire's Police and Crime 

Commissioner, first name (4) 

D1   Considered by many to be one of the 
best fishermen of the twentieth 
century, born in Hitchin (6) 

D2   Went up the hill with Jill, first name of 
16 across (4) 

D3   Born in Liverpool, spent some time in 
the Jungle.  I’m a constituent get me 
out of here (Christian) (6) 

D5   Left-handed opening batsman and 
captain, was a scholar at Bedford 
School (8,4) 

D7   Blue Peter presenter who opened 
Priory Park but born in Hitchin, first 
name (7) 

D8   Footballer who has played for Watford, 
Sunderland, Southampton, Aston Villa, 
West Bromwich Albion, Birmingham 
City, Blackpool.  Born in Hitchin (5,8) 

D9  English former rugby union footballer, 
was a policemen now a journalist, born 
in Bedford (8) 

D11 Not old Manchester United footballer 
born in Stevenage, first name (6) 

D13 Andy Premiership footballer who has 
played for Birmingham City, Crystal 
Palace, Everton, Fulham and QPR born 
in Bedford (7) 

D15 Was five-times mayor of Luton, 
Bedfordshire between 1892 and 1906 
and owned Luton's most successful hat 
manufacturing business (5,9) 

D16 Richard was a BBC newsreader in the 
1970s and 1980s, born in Hitchin now 
president of Hitchin Band (8) 

D17 Born in Bedford and went onto co-
hosting the popular game show 
Countdown or 26 years from 1982 to 
2008 (9) 

D20 Surname of 11 down (5) 
D23 MP for Bedford (6) 
D25 10 across surname (6) 
D26 Rowed and medalled with Redgrave, 

Pinsent and Cracknell (6) 
D29 1 across first name (3) 
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CALENDAR OF MEPPERSHALL EVENTS 
February 2013 

Saturday 2nd    

CMA Charity Race Night 7.30 pm Village Hall 

Monday 11th    
Parish Council Meeting 7.45 pm Village hall 

Wed 20th   

First ever Social Club Food Night 8.00 pm Meppershall Social Club 
 

March 
Friday 8th    

Henlow Academy PTA Family Bingo  Henlow Academy 

Monday 11th   

Parish Council Meeting 7.45 pm Village hall 

Wed 20th    
Social Club Food Night 8.00pm Meppershall Social Club 

Saturday 23rd    

Friends of St Mary’s Concert 
“Steelworks” 

7.30 pm St Mary’s Church 

Shefford Leisure Group Annual Get-
together 

7.00 pm Shefford Memorial Hall 

 
       

Solution to Sudoku puzzle on page 31 

  

1 3 2 4 5 6 7 9 8

5 7 9 8 1 2 4 6 3

8 4 6 7 3 9 2 5 1

4 6 3 9 7 5 8 1 2

9 2 8 3 6 1 5 7 4

7 1 5 2 4 8 9 3 6

2 8 1 5 9 3 6 4 7

3 5 7 6 2 4 1 8 9

6 9 4 1 8 7 3 2 5
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MEPPERSHALL SOCIAL CLUB 

Happy New Year! 
A New Year means memberships are now due: 

SINGLE £7.50 

FAMILY £15.00 

OAP SINGLE: £5.00    OAP FAMILY: £10.00 

MEMBERSHIP FORMS AVAILABLE FROM THE BAR 
 

We have a busy 2013 in the planning, including new monthly events: 
 

1st Monday                                   Games Night 

Cards, dominoes, board games 

Challenge a friend to game over a drink 

(starts February) 
 

2nd Sunday 

Quiz Night 
With Quiz Master Paul Carne 

Started on Sunday 13th January at 7:30 pm 

£1 per person. No Maximum Team size 

Half money taken will be 1st prize, 
the rest will go to Keech Cottage 

3rd Wednesday 

Food Night 
 Food served at 8.00 - £3 per person 

Tickets available from the bar or by calling Gemma on 07968 529282 

February it is: 
Bangers and Mash with onion gravy, served with peas and carrots 
 
We are also planning an Elvis Night, and a Race Night, so watch out for 

more information. 
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HAVE YOUR SAY ON DEVELOPMENT IN CENTRAL BEDFORDSHIRE 
 
Local residents are being asked to comment on a new Development Strategy 
for Central Bedfordshire which will shape the way our towns, villages and 
communities develop over the next 20 years.  The draft Development Strategy 
sets out how the council will plan to deliver 28,700 new homes, 27,000 new 
jobs and the supporting infrastructure which is needed to meet demand across 
Central Bedfordshire to 2031. At a more detailed level, the Strategy will also set 
out the key policies to help determine planning applications.  
Public consultation starts on Monday (14 January) and will give local residents 
and businesses the opportunity to comment on the document before it is 
formally submitted to the Secretary of State in May 2013. It will then be passed 
to an independent Planning Inspector for consideration and it is hoped that the 
Development Strategy will be adopted in February 2014.   The consultation 
runs for 6 weeks and the community can comment on the Strategy by visiting 
www.centralbedfordshire.gov.uk/consultations from Monday. 
Cllr Nigel Young, Executive Member for Sustainable Communities, Strategic 
Planning and Economic Development explained why the area must move with 
the times in order to assure a successful future: 
"Our priority as a council is to build great communities. We are not changing 
for change’s sake but to make certain that we have homes for residents at all 
stages of their lives, whether they are young people trying to get on the 
housing ladder, growing families or our elderly population. We need to make  
sure that we have a sound infrastructure in place that ensures  good access to 
jobs, services and facilities such as schools, healthcare and leisure and excellent 
transport links."  
"We appreciate that there are concerns about our local environment but the 
council is committed to ensuring that we will meet this demand in a way that 
respects and protects the natural environment and local heritage."  
"This is a really exciting time for Central Bedfordshire, with key projects and 
proposals emerging that will bring major economic benefits and regeneration 
to the whole area."  
The Development Strategy in its initial draft stage had input from residents, 
investors, developers and businesses. Around 3,250 comments were made by 
approximately 330 individuals or groups. 
Central Bedfordshire Council Press Release 1366    11/01/2013     
The full pre-submission Consultation document can be viewed on the Central 

Beds website under Strategic Planning. 

https://d.docs.live.net/f2281e1e5060ea1c/www.centralbedfordshire.gov.uk/consultations
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A one-off contribution by Cpl (now District Councillor) Lewis Birt 
A CHANCE ENCOUNTER. 
 

In 1952, I was serving in R.E.M.E. in the Canal Zone based in Moascar. Divisional 

Signal manoeuvres were about to take place in Jordan with rather a lot of vehicles 

deployed.  My workshop was called upon to supply three Scammel recovery 

tractors and Dyson low loading trailers, each crewed by three R.E.M.E. personnel. 

 

From Moascar we roared down to Suez at our maximum speed of 28mph and 

loaded up on an LCT (Landing Craft, Tank); all vehicles had to be reversed onto 

the LCT due to the steep off-loading ramp at Aqaba. The LCT forged forward 

down the Gulf of Suez at a stately nautical pace of ten knots which ensured a 

delightful breeze to cool the soldiery, recumbent on the decks. However, as in all 

ventures on the briny, minor a mishap occurred — engine failure! The anchor was 

deployed and we swung around it for some four days — delightful! — no engine, 

no drinking water; fortunately the five gallon tank mounted forward of the radiator 

on the Scammel had been filled before departure. Finally berthing in Aqaba, we 

off-loaded from the L.C.T. and commenced the journey to Tafeela.  

 

We wended our way up the Negev escarpment to a level tract of desert covered 

in volcanic boulders of various sizes.  A stop was made in Maan, an old slaving 

settlement, tanks were filled up with water, thence on to Tafeela, a watering 

station on the single track railway built by the Turks early in the century.  We set 

up camp on the far side of the track from the settlement and bid farewell to the 

other Scammels which were deploying further up country en route to Mafraq A 

number of minor recovery tasks were carried out, then we had an aerial visit from 

a communications aircraft which dropped a message. — "Proceed to Karak, 

repair/recover a half-track vehicle which is broken down adjacent to an Arab 

Legion fort". Maps were in short supply and not issued to humble R.E.M.E. 

wallahs. However, by gentle interrogation of a Palestinian Policeman and his Arab 

Legion escort, we were able to establish that Karak was some sixty miles to the 

west, close to the Dead Sea. It could be reached via a dirt track which was 

crossed by numerous defiles - locally, wadi.  

 

We set off at midday and by the time darkness fell we were still some 

distance from Karak. After a non-refreshing sleep on the back of the Scammel, 

we set off at day-break and entered Karak under a massive rock overhang, 

the noise of our Gardiner Diesel engine reverberated off the rocks and 
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provided a wake-up call to the local populace! We climbed the escarpment 

with a superb view over the Dead Sea, and suddenly we were overtaken by 

two jeeps heavily armed with twin Vickers machine guns. They pulled in front 

of us and stopped, a figure climbed out, clad in Arab Legion dress and I 

recognised Glubb Pasha by his chin, which had suffered a wound many years 

before. He was then C-in-C of the Hashemite Kingdom’s Army, under King 

Abdulla. From my lofty position in the Scammel, I felt I held the advantage, 

however prudence beckoned and I climbed down and threw him up a salute; 

he responded and enquired what we were doing and where were our orders. 

I explained the situation and he had a harrumph, saying that the offending 

half-track had no right to be there. However, if we followed him, it would be 

sorted. Off we went, eating his dust, eventually arriving at the fort with a 

forlorn looking half-track parked up outside it. G.P. was as good as his word 

and fixed us up with fresh rations — a great relief as we were existing on hard 

tack, (bully and hard biscuits). 

 

The next day he bade us farewell, with the hope that we had enjoyed the 

Kingdom. It took us some three days to get the half-track sorted, but we 

enjoyed the fresh gazelle meat and vegetables pressed upon us by the 

Legion. In return we gave them a jerry-can of petrol which we had liberated 

from one of our recoveries. 

 

Back to Tafeela and another set of adventures (for a later telling).  

 

                      Corporal Lewis Birt R.E.M.E. (Of some 61 years ago) 
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FLY-TIPPING & LITTER CONTROL 
By David Turner 
 
This month’s Letters Page highlights the growing problem of fly-tipped rubbish 
and general litter in and around Meppershall.  It is truly depressing just how 
quickly all manner of rubbish reappears at roadsides, and I for one regularly fill 
several sacks with detritus gathered from Shillington Road.  Much of it, I 
suspect, is tossed out of car windows by non-residents passing through, and 
there is nothing that we can do about it apart from clear up afterwards.  No 
doubt other residents find themselves having to perform similarly duties, the 
aim and reward being to live in a litter-free environment. If not dealt with 
quickly, rubbish does tend to attract more rubbish doesn’t it?  
     
Fly-tipping is a serious problem in its own right of course, but it can also lead to 
many other problems. Commonly fly-tipped places include field openings, 
roadside verges and hedge bottoms. Such waste causes pollution, habitat 
destruction and death of wildlife.  Dumped black bin bags will slowly rip apart 
and begin leaking contaminated fluid, which then seeps down into the soil. This 
potentially not only affects the soil and the plants that grow in it, but also any 
aquifers below.  Animals get into the rubbish bags and ingest items, which may 
cause serious damage or death to native wildlife and household pets alike. 
Black bags containing food waste will draw rodents and other small mammals 
to the area, many of whom carry disease. 
 
The following information is taken from the Central Beds Council website:  

The fly-tipping of controlled waste is a serious criminal offence, which carries a 
fine of up to £20,000 (unlimited if indicted to the Crown Court), or an offender 
can even be sent to prison. It is important to realise that it is also an offence to 
knowingly allow your waste to be fly-tipped. 

Fly-tipping is often associated with dumping waste from vehicles. In this case 
the person controlling the use of the vehicle can also be prosecuted, which 
means that it is possible for a prosecution to occur when only the vehicle, not 
the driver, is identifiable. 

If you are employing a tradesman to work on your home, it is your responsibility 
(see link to the DEFRA website) to make sure that they (or the skip company) 
are Registered Waste Carriers. They should give you a waste transfer note for 
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your waste which details what the waste is and where and when it is removed 
from your premises. 

If you discover fly-tipped waste after the tippers have left, please follow these 
simple dos and don'ts: 

 do not touch the waste: fly-tipped waste can be dangerous - it may 

contain syringes, broken glass, asbestos, toxic chemicals or other 

hazardous substances. 

 visually inspect the waste: try to determine what the waste consists of 

and how much there is. 

 take note of its exact location and whether it is in or near water. 

 do not disturb the site: there may be evidence that could help identify the 

culprits and lead to their prosecution. 

If you see someone fly-tipping, please make a note of: 

 The day, date and time you saw the fly tipping 

 What you saw 

 How many people were fly-tipping and what they looked like 

 What they were actually doing 

 Any vehicles involved - the make, colour and registration number 

 Where were you when you saw the fly tipping 

 What kind of view you had of the fly-tipping  

 How far away you were 

 Weather and light conditions 

 What was tipped 

 How much was tipped 

 What it looked like 

You need to report this fly-tipping information to 
Customer Services by emailing 
customers@centralbedfordshire.gov.uk or 
telephoning 0300 300 8302 include as much detail as 
possible. 

http://www.centralbedfordshire.gov.uk/_assist/feedback.aspx
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Miniature Railway on Your Doorstep (well, 4½ miles away) 

by Pete Chapman 
 

I have always had a fascination for transport of all types, starting at an early 
age with trains.  Not only have I worked nearly 40 years in the railway industry 
but a lot of my leisure time has been spent involved in model railway clubs 
around the area and for the last ten years I have been a member of the 
Bedford Model Engineering Society (BMES), based at the former Summerfields 
Fruit Farm on the A600 near Haynes, at the top of Hammer Hill behind Second 
Hand Alley’s premises. 
 
The Society, which was formed in 1948, is a private company limited by 
guarantee, whose aim is to help popularise all aspects of model engineering 
and modelling and caters for all, beginners through to experts, aged 9 to 90 
plus. 
 
The main facility is the railway that has approximately one mile of 7¼” gauge 
ground level track which includes two stations, one being a fully signalled 
terminus plus a turntable with off-loading ramps and raised steaming bays. 
There is also about 640ft of raised railway with 2½”, 3½” and 5” gauge track 
which also has a station; this acts as an interchange with the ground level 
railway.  Locomotives are operated by steam, petrol and battery power and can 
pull trains with up to 16 adults on them.  Modelling is not just restricted to 
railways: there is a large boating pond and plenty of space for miniature 
traction engines to run around. The Society has members who are fully 
qualified to undertake complete boiler tests. There is always development 
occurring at site: 2012 saw the construction of a new club house which acts as 
the Buffet on running days, and 2013 will see the start of construction on the 
new canopy over the platforms at Haynes End, the terminus station. 
 
Public running is one Sunday each month from Easter to late October, plus 
Bank Holiday Mondays when trains run on both railways on a turn up basis, 
plus the very popular Santa Specials held on the first weekend in December, for 
which pre-booking is essential. I was at the 2012 Santa Specials when 22 trains 
each day carried a total of 183 children and 351 adults from the terminus to 
Santa’s Grotto which was situated at the other station. Each child received a 
present from Santa and on return to the terminus there was mulled wine and 
mince pies in the Buffet for the adults.  Also, during the school summer holiday,  
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Photograph by Nigel Freestone © 
the trains run on two Wednesdays in August and birthday parties can be 
accommodated. 
           
The railway is somewhere to spend an hour, the time required for a round trip 
plus a quick look at the locos on the raised railway, or longer on a sunny day, as 
there is a picnic area at Winterfield station with views over the Ouse valley past 
Bedford and the old brick fields at Stewartby towards Cranfield and Thurleigh. 
Car parking is free and despite there being no concessions for Children and 
Senior Citizens, prices are not excessive at £1.50 return on the main railway 
and there is a multi-ride incentive, where if six tickets are purchased a seventh 
ticket is free.  A ride on the small railway is 75p. 
 
Whether you are interested in Model Engineering or just looking for 
somewhere to take the children you will always find a welcome at the BMES. 
Additional details are on their website www.bedfordmes.co.uk.  
 
2013 public days are as follows:-  
Easter: 31st March & 1st & 28th April 
May BH: 5th & 6th   
Spring BH: 26th & 27th May 
 June 23rd & 28th  
August 7th & 14th  
August BH: 25th & 26th  
September 1st (Invitation Loco Rally); 22nd  & 27th   
Plus the pre book Santa Specials on 7th & 8th December.   

http://www.bedfordmes.co.uk/
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Henlow Church of England Academy 
 
 
Happy New Year from everyone at Henlow C.E Academy! 
The last few weeks of the Autumn term were very busy with our Anti-Bullying 
Week, House Sports, Christmas Concert and other end of term activities. 
 
Anti- Bullying Week  
Year 4 children from All Saints Lower School in Clifton, Derwent Lower School in 
Henlow, Langford Lower School, Meppershall Lower School and Raynsford 
Lower School in Henlow joined Year 5 students at Henlow Academy. 
The anti-bullying singing event featured songs about friendship, bullies and 
helping others. 
Mrs Newman, head of Year 5 at Henlow Academy, said: “The transition from 
lower to middle school can be quite scary for Year 4 pupils.” This is why we feel 
that it’s really important to establish links with our feeder lower schools and 
work together across schools to make the move from lower to middle school 
easier.” We really enjoy singing songs together and this event gives each school 
the opportunity to sing up against bullying”. 
Parents were invited to attend the mass singing session. They heard the 
youngsters join together to perform With a Little Help from My Friends. 
 
House Sports Programme 
We organised our first House Sports programme, with children from each of 
the five Houses, in each year group, competing against each other in football, 
rugby and netball competitions. The results all contribute points for each 
house, along with the term’s merit totals, towards the overall House Trophy. 
 
We have five different House groups at Henlow, with each one named after a 
family associated with the history of the village: Addington, Gribble, Lennox-
Boyd, Raynsford and Tilley. 
 
The House Merit winners were: 
Year 5 Addington; Year 6 Raynsford; Year 7 Gribble; Year 8 Lennox-Boyd 
Overall Winners: Raynsford 
The House Sports Winners were:  Overall Winners: Gribble 
The overall House Points score following the Autumn activities is: 
1stRaynsford: 88 points; 2ndTilley: 84; 3rdGribble: 82; 4thLennox- Boyd:78; 
5thAddington  64.  
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Henlow Church of England Academy 
 
 
Christmas Concert 
 
The Christmas Concert was a festival of musical activities and drama, featuring a 

number of children from 
across the School and 
most of the Year 5 pupils. 
The two evenings involved 
choirs, instrumentalists and 
audience participation in 
singing communal carols; 
followed by the Key Stage 
2 drama production of 
jesus@bethlehem.com (a 
modern musical version of 
the nativity story). The 
P.T.A kindly provided 
refreshments and a raffle. 
In addition, the last week of 

term saw Year 5 pupils visit the Church for a carol service, Christmas lunch, a staff 
pantomime performance and the Rev. Sue Groom acting as our guest speaker in the 
Christmas Assembly. 
 
The Spring term is a very short term, less than eleven full week, but we have lots of 
activities planned in addition to the normal daily teaching and learning. 
 
Key events/dates: 
 

 The annual Year 7 French Trip departs on Sunday 24th February 

 Our two week book event starts from 28th February and includes a visit from 

author Alexander Martin. Travelling Books will once again be supplying us with 

cases of new books to purchase. Book Character Day will be held on Friday 

8th March and Year 5s will be visiting the Roald Dahl Museum. 

 P.T.A Family Bingo:   Friday 8th March 

 Bags 2 School collection:  Wednesday 13th March 

 Comic Relief Day:   Friday 15th March 

 Key Stage 3 Drama Production: Monday 25/26th March 

 Annual Talent Show:  Thursday 28th March 

 Ski Trip to Bulgaria:   Easter Holidays 

Advance notice: 
 

 Annual Fun Run:   Friday 26th April 

 P.T.A. Summer Fayre:  Friday 28th June  

mailto:jesus@bethlehem.com
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FILM REVIEW                                                                                 By Carlie Newman 

Out in January is Dustin Hoffman's directorial film debut, QUARTET (cert. 12A 1hr 38 
mins.), featuring an outstanding British cast including Dame Maggie Smith, Billy 
Connolly, Tom Courtenay, Pauline Collins and Michael Gambon. Lots of old real-life 
musicians appear in small parts and it is good to see older actors gainfully employed!  

 
Taking place in a retirement home for former 
musicians, the story, which Ronald Harwood has 
adapted from his own stage play, centres on a trio 
of singers (Courtenay, Connolly, Collins) and their 
director, Cedric (Michael Gambon, in a full 
bohemian character study), who are preparing to 
put on a concert to celebrate the birthday of 
Verdi and also raise funds to keep their home 
going. 

Maggie Smith and Pauline Collins in 
"Quartet" 

The equilibrium is upset when the former wife of one of the residents, the well-known 
soprano Jean (Maggie Smith) arrives and is met by applause from the seniors who gather 
around the entrance and clap as she walks in.  Jean throws the home into a tizzy, 
especially her ex-husband Reg (Tom Courtenay). The trio of singers, Reg, sex-crazy Wilf 
and forgetful Cissy are worried about the effect that Jean's arrival will have on their little 
group, as she used to be part of the Quartet. They make a big effort to try to get Jean to 
re-join them so that the original quartet of singers can sing again. 

All aged, the characters are portrayed with a real sense of humour but also awareness of 
their sadness as they try to cope with becoming old and losing their voices and, in Cissy's 
case, their minds. Director, Dustin Hoffman, in his first directing effort after many years 
of acting, has brought real feeling to this well-written film, which is easy to watch with 
many a laugh.  He uses music throughout - there is a delightful scene when Reg uses rap 
music with a group of young people to try and get across the commonality between the 
teenagers' music and classical music.  There are some lovely little comedic touches with 
some of the characters, in particular Connolly who chases women with particular 
attention to the young doctor (Sheridan Smith). Collins is delightful as Cissy and has 
some poignant moments as she begins to become more forgetful - is an Award awaiting 
her? Maggie Smith puts in another grand performance full of character as she breezes 
into the home and disrupts everything.  

Older folk will find the story, the great cast, the setting, and indeed the complete film 
particularly charming. It is the acting, rather than the slight story, which gives the film 
that extra touch of magic. It is gratifying for older folk to see a number of movies finally 
concentrating on the older age group. We have had The Best Exotic Marigold Hotel and 
also on release is Michael Haneke's Amour, while coming soon is Vanessa Redgrave in 
the sad but uplifting A Song for Marion. 
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The Trading Standards team is warning consumers to be wary if they receive an email 
that claims you are entitled to a £2000 Tesco’s voucher. 
At first glance the email (below) looks genuine and appears to have been sent by 
Tesco. However, upon closer inspection the email contains a number of grammar 
/spelling mistakes. 
This email has all the hallmarks of a ‘phishing’ scam, as it states that in order to claim 
the voucher you need to be a Tesco Credit Card customer and asks you to click on a 
web-link to confirm your details. 
These types of emails are designed to get you to make contact with the sender, so 
that they can either obtain personal or credit card details. In reality, there is no 
voucher waiting to be collected. 
Our advice would be to never provide your personal or bank account details to 
anybody unless you are absolutely certain of their intentions. 
If you have any doubt as to whether an email is genuine, ask a family member or 
friend for their thoughts and do not be afraid to ‘delete’ the email.
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The Pantomime ‘Aladdin’ has been and gone. Thank you to everyone who 
supported us. Now on with 2013 and what we have planned. 

 
We hope to put on ‘An Evening of  Entertainment’ starting with two one-act 
plays and rounding off the evening with a variety of songs, sketches, jokes etc. 
on Fri 19th & Sat 20th April - Tickets £5 each (no concessions) on sale at Roger’s 
Bakery from the 1st March. (This will be a ‘tables and bring your own supper’ 
event which seems to prove popular).    
          
Our AGM is on Wed 19th June 7.30pm at the Village Hall. 
 
We will be at the Summer Fair on Sat 29th June, with a new arena display 
following the success of our Synchronised Swimming last year. 
 
The dates of this year’s Pantomime are as follows:  
Fri 29th Nov, 7.45pm, Sat 30th Nov, 3pm & 7.45pm  
Fri 6th Dec, 7.45pm, Sat 7th Dec, 3pm & 7.45pm 
 
Wanted - One pianist; also one front of house co-ordinator and some handy 
Andy’s or Andrea’s for set building rooms for 2/3 act plays. Interested?  Then 
contact the Players.  We really are a friendly bunch and the above jobs do not 
require you being there every week (unless you want to be) only when a 
performance is pending. 
 
The Players meet every Wednesday evening at 7.30pm at the Village Hall. 
Membership is free and we welcome anyone from the age of 9 years to 90+ to 
indulge in acting, singing, directing, choreographing, sound, lighting, set 
building, scenery painting, front of house, backstage, stage managing, make up, 
costumes, etc.  If you are interested in any of the above we look forward to 
meeting you. 
 

Karen Mitchell (Players Chairman)   1462 816336 
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FEBRUARY IN THE GARDEN 
 

PRUNING 
Some of the most asked questions on Gardeners Question Time concern 
pruning and in particular the pruning of Clematis.  According to the Royal 
Horticultural Society (RHS), a simple guide to pruning clematis is as follows: 

1. Prune late flowering clematis, such as late large-flowered hybrids, 

viticella and texensis groups, now.  Reduce last year’s growth to strong 

buds just above the base. 

2. Early-flowering clematis such as montanas require little or no pruning.  

Immediately after flowering, reduce surplus growth and cut out any 

weak stems or dead wood. 

3. Clematis flowering before midsummer should for the most part be lightly 

pruned.  This involves checking the growth of lengthy spurs, pruning  

tangled stems and removing old flower heads. 

Other Pruning Tasks: 
Towards the end of February start pruning fully hardy shrubs that bloomed in 
the late summer of the previous year, such as Buddleja davidii, Hypericum and 
Spirea douglasii.  Leave less hardy shrubs such as ceanothus, fuschia and 
hydrangea until danger of severe frost has past. 
Trees to be pruned, among them those grown for the effect of their new 
foliage, include some Acers such as negundo flamingo,  Populus (poplar), 
Platanus (plane), and Tilia (lime). 
In the kitchen garden prune fruit trees and apply a winter wash.  Similarly, 
spray peach trees against peach leaf curl.  Fruiting currant bushes should be 
pruned now and autumn-fruiting raspberries cut to the ground. 
After pruning has taken place, a routine mulch of good garden compost around 
the base of the plant will stimulate growth for the new season.  At the same 
time check ties and stakes. 
 

 

Viv Harvey of The Meppershall Garden Club who usually contributes her top 10 

Garden Tasks in this spot, is still not quite back to full strength.  We hope she 

will be able to contribute to the March issue and in the meantime we are 

grateful to Linda parker, also of the MGC, who has contributed this piece. 
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Hello all.  Christmas seems a long time ago now, but I would just like to share the news 
that our Christmas Party went well and the children had lots of fun being pulled round in 
our Christmas sleigh, playing in the snow cottage with a real decorated tree, and dancing 
to the festive music, which was all topped off nicely with some delicious party food, and 
biscuit decorating.  Thank you to all those who helped make it a success, and all those 
who helped out last term. 
 
We would like everyone to feel they can input their views and ideas when they come 
along, and we are always happy to accept more offers of help to set up at 1:15 if you can 
join us before we start.  We would also really appreciate a coffee/snack helper from 1:15 
till 3:15 if anyone has this time available and feels they would enjoy helping out.   
 
Please ring Debbie on 07713 627376 if you need any further information.  
 
We are now planning some exciting things to do up until Easter, including more messy 
play, a Farm week, Seaside fun, a Weather week, and our Easter Party!  Please look for 
us on Facebook to see any updates and make new friends. 

 
Parents, Grandparents, & Child-minders are all welcome. 

Come and join the fun at Meppershall Village Hall 

 Every Tuesday in term time from 1:30 till 3pm.  
 

Under 1’s: 50p * Under 3’s: £1.00 * Under 5’s: £1.50  
FIRST VISIT FREE - MAX ENTRY £2 

 
Craft, drink & snack included each week  

meppershalltoddlers@gmail.com  
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NOTICE BOARD 
 

Meppershall Speed Watch 

 

We need a few more volunteers to join the current team to help monitor traffic 
speeds through the village.  One hour per week is all we need, more if you have 

the time to spare.  Please contact the Editor if you would like to join us. 
 

 

SHEFFORD EVENTS 
 ALL HELD IN SHEFFORD TOWN MEMORIAL HALL 

HITCHIN ROAD SG17 5JA (OPPOSITE THE WOOLPACK PUB) 
 

Mexican Valentine’s Night Saturday 16th February 7pm 
Nachos, Chicken Fajitas followed by Chilli Con Carne Plenty of Food, Music & 
Dance.   Dress to impress Optional.  Come join us  
Adults £10 under 15s £7.50. Families welcome  
Tickets: Contact Linda 01462814582.  No tickets on the door.  Early booking 
essential. 
 

Coronation Fete at Shefford Town Memorial Hall Sunday 2nd June 
We are now taking bookings for stall holders and anyone who would like to do 
an event in the arena on the day. Charity stall holders and businesses welcome. 
We are looking for anyone with Vintage Vehicles or any other displays that 
wish to attend. Contact Linda 01462814582 or Brenda 01462813264  
 

 

 

Foresters Friendly Society 
 

Saturday 13th April 2013    8pm til midnight 
'Johnny Red' + disco 

50's  60's  and Rock & Roll music 
 

Tickets available now £6 including buffet 
Contact Helen on 01462 812708 or mobile 07989 914941 
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Meppershall Pre-School Ponderings 
Happy New Year everyone!  We welcome Dylan, Summer, Lillianna, Joseph and 
Isabelle to our Pre-school this term and hope they enjoy their time with us.  We 
would also like to welcome our new leader Tamsin Wiseman on board who 
started at the beginning of term.  Thank you to all the staff for working extra 
hard in December, and helping the children put on a wonderful show.  Well 
done children, you are all stars in the making. 
 
Thank you to the committee and everyone who supported us last term with all 
our fundraising efforts! We organised a Dads golf day, a bonfire night hamper, 
a few indoor sales, along with a Phoenix coffee morning, a Love-em party, and 
a bags2school run, and sales of our special Reindeer food.  In total we managed 
to raise funds of over £800, very close to our £1000 target. Watch this space to 
help us reach that target and beyond this term. Please ring Debbie on 07713 
627376 any time, and start collecting now for our next bags2school run in June. 
 
With the cold weeks ahead, your local Pre-school is a great place for your child 
to come and let off some stream and make new friends. If you have a child 
aged between two and a half and four who you feel is ready to try something 
new, please ring Debbie on 07713 627376 to book your free taster session.  
They are welcome to start mid-term. 

 
We open in term time on Monday & Wednesday from 9:30am until 3pm, and 
on Tuesday, Thursday and Friday until 12:30pm.  Lunch club is each day from 
12 until 12:30pm. 

 

                      Meppershall Village Hall, SG17 5LX 
01462 817359 (in session time) 

www.meppershall-ps.co.uk 
Registered Charity: 1031913 

  

http://www.meppershall-ps.co.uk/
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THE BIKE SHED   

A HARLEY and A HOOVER  
By Wayne Allen 
There are very few of us who can claim that we enjoy our jobs. From time to 
time though there are some benefits or highlights to counter that Monday 
morning feeling. For me I have the bonus of international travel associated with 
my employment. As I work for an American company the opportunity to travel 
there once a year for our sales meetings provides a great opportunity to see 
interesting sights and to top up on Harley parts. 
 
On one such trip, I was fortunate to visit Las Vegas in the state of Nevada for a 
sales meeting back in October 2012. I wanted to make the best use of the one 
day we did have free from the drudgery of presentations to go and see one of 
the great engineering feats, the Hoover Dam, which was built back in the 
1930s. This naturally led on to the issue of how to organise some travel there 
from the mad town of Vegas and to combine a test ride on a bike I have always 
held an interest in. Internet to the rescue and the bike was booked on-line 
weeks ahead of the trip. The bike in question was a Harley-Davidson Electra 
Glide, as this would be most comfortable for the journey ahead. This Harley is 
truly a behemoth, weighing in at 900lbs (kgs does not sound so impressive).  It 
took some getting used to on first ride as it is very top heavy with all the 
extended body work and panniers. Coupled with the price tag of £23,000 it 
instantly focuses the mind when riding it.  
 

I can only describe this type of Harley is an armchair on two wheels with a huge 
V twin engine coupled to the six speed gearbox. Effortless cruising at low revs is 
the result of this time tested combination. Speaking of large, the Harley-
Davidson dealership is one of the largest I have seen. In order to put the size of 
this dealership into perspective if you took what I would consider being the 
U.K.'s leading Harley outlets, this was something like 10 times the size. The 
dealership stocked an extensive range of Harley-Davidson clothing and also 
aftermarket parts, which is a major sector of the Harley business. While we 
were organising the paperwork for the bike we encountered a rider from 
Hawaii who suggested a couple of routes beyond the Hoover Dam. Once we 
had booked the bike out we set off before stopping for breakfast. When I say 
we, I am refer to my work colleague Mick who despite a common interest in 
engineering wonders is not a biker. He was hooked and could write his own 
story about the comfortable seating on board. This Harley comes complete 
with a radio, CD player and four speakers. These were surprisingly very audible 
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at 60 miles an hour along the freeway. The air suspension also made the ride 
very smooth, even over the cattle grid on the road into the site of the dam. 
 
Arriving at the Hoover dam on a Harley of this size also affords some privileges. 
For instance we were given an exclusive parking place when we arrived. I can 
only describe the visit to the Hoover Dam as breathtaking. It is a National 
Monument of which the scale must be experienced first-hand. Considering it 
was constructed back in the 1930s, it is an incredible feat of engineering. Mick 
and I were fortunate to book the extended tour of the dam which included 
going into the internal inspection tunnels which led out to the face of the dam 
shown in picture below. I thought I would include some interesting statistics 
about the Hoover Dam to emphasise the impressive achievement. The dam is 
726.4 feet high, 1240 feet across at the top and the thickness of the base is 
over 660 feet. The Dam weighs in at 6.6 million tons which includes 4.4 million 
yards of concrete used for its construction. It can store a total capacity of over 
9.2 trillion gallons of water. Within the dam there are 17 generators giving it 
the capacity to produce over 2,000 MW of electricity. The dam supplies part of 
a system which provides up to 25,000,000 people in the Southwest United 
States. Despite many stories during its construction no-one is officially buried in 
the dam, although there were officially 96 industrial fatalities during its 
construction. Over 16,000 men and women worked on the project which was 
completed at a cost of $49 million. The construction of the dam began on the 
30th September 1930 and the last concrete was poured in 1935. 
 

In a future piece I will share my experience of Las Vegas, including the bike link 
of course. 
 

       

 

 

  

Our tour took us right into the 
belly of the dam, descending 51 
floors in the elevator and 
eventually emerging at the face of 
the dam via an inspection tunnel. 

The Harley Electra Glide posed at the side of a desert 
road for the photo album. Too big for suitcase 
though. 
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COVERS BY REQUEST 
 
Not for the first time, we have John Chapman to thank for this picture, taken 
on 22nd December 2009 on the Shillington Road. 
 
If you would like to see a specific picture on our cover, please get in touch in 
time for us to arrange with one of our in-house ‘paparazzi’ to do the business.
                           Ed. 
 

 

SIGNIFICANT EVENTS 
Birthdays in February: 
We do not know of any significant local birthdays in February – significant for 
this purpose means 80 or above. 
If you do know of one in the village, please let the Editor know: we are looking 
for things to celebrate!  80th, 90th and 100th birthdays we mark with the 
presentation of a cake from The Messenger. 
We would also love to hear about big anniversaries or any other cause to 
celebrate. 
 

Meppershall Fireworks Group 
 

In Meppershall we have been very lucky to have had many years of successful 
Fireworks nights organised by the Village Hall Committee. With the support of 
the Parish Council they would like to suggest the formation of a new group to 
run the 2013 Bonfire and Fireworks Night to be held on 2nd or 9th November 
2013. 
This new group will be independent of both the Parish Council and the Village 
Hall Committee, and its sole function will be to organise and run the event this 
year and into the future. There are a number of financial, legal, safety and 
insurance matters that must be complied with and the two organisations will 
assist in arranging them initially. 
If you are interested in helping this event continue each year and would be 
happy to join this group then please let me know by email to 
chairman@meppershall.org or by letter to 11, Orchard Close, Meppershall 
SG17 5LW. I will then organise an inaugural meeting in March. 

David Foskett.  

mailto:chairman@meppershall.org
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St. Mary The Virgin 
Meppershall Parish Church (Church of England) 

Church Road, off Campton Road, SG17 5NA 
 
Rector:  The Reverend Veronica Goodman    01462 339962 – usual day off: Monday 
Churchwardens:  
Brenda Wright 01462 816446. 
Reader (Licensed Lay Minister)  
Pam Halliwell 01462 817069 pamhalliwell@talktalk.net - usual day off: Monday 
PCC Secretary:  
Anne Parsons 01462 813333 annie10639@gmail.com 
PCC contributions to The Messenger, Parish Records CD etc:  
James Read 01462 857836 meppershall.pcc@gmail.com  
 

Services – February 2013 
Date Time Service 

Sunday February 3rd    
The Presentation in 
the Temple 
(Candelmass) 

11.00am 
11.00am 

Parish Communion  
Junior Church at the School 
 

Sunday February 10th 
Next (1st) before Lent 

8.30am Holy Communion  
 

Wednesday 13th  
Ash Wednesday  

10.00am 
2.00pm 

Holy Communion 
School Service 

Sunday February 17th  

First Sunday of Lent 
8.30am 
11.00am 

Holy Communion  
Family All-Age Service 

Sunday February 24th  

Second Sunday of Lent 
11.00am Family Communion and Junior Church 

 

 
St Mary’s weekday service - Wednesdays: 
 Holy Communion (Book of Common Prayer), each Wednesday, 10.00am. 
 
Something to look forward to in March… 
The Friends of St Mary’s present their next concert –  
Steelworks – a musical tour of the 70s and 80s. 
Saturday 23rd March, 7.30pm – tickets available from Trevor Thorley and the 

usual village outlets!

mailto:pamhalliwell@talktalk.net
mailto:annie10639@gmail.com
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A Message from St Mary’s… 

February 2nd is celebrated in the church as Candlemass  - the presentation of 
Christ in the temple, and I love it!  Jesus Christ came at Christmas to be the light 
of the world, the one who shone as a beacon in the midst of oppression and 
despair and he still shines as a sign of hope in the midst of cut-backs and 
austerity.   One of the people who recognised the baby as the Messiah 
proclaimed him as a light to lighten the gentiles – those who were outsiders 
and not part of the religious community of their day. So we can claim that he is 
still a light for any who feel excluded from society or perhaps from the church. 
 
January tends to be a depressing month. The weather is often at its worst and 
although the daylight is said to be getting longer, we don’t really notice it. But 
in February the light does seem to be returning – the bulbs are coming up and 
Spring seems just around the corner.  Perhaps we are planning our holidays 
and although Lent will soon be with us, we have all the joy of Easter to look 
forward to.  We even seem to feel more energetic and perhaps start on a bit of 
spring cleaning.  We are still able to hope that this year will be better than last.  
So what are your hopes, and perhaps fears, for 2013?  I am hoping for a hot 
summer, and maybe some time to enjoy it! 
 
Meanwhile at St Mary’s the new kitchen should be in use, the toilet on the way 
to being completely renovated and the much needed repairs in the pipeline.  
We try and get out and about and I am delighted when some of you stop and 
chat and share your joys and sorrows with me.  I have again got a dog to walk 
and once he learns not to bark at other dogs it will be back to old times. If there 
is any way we can help or you would like us to pray for you or your family, just 
ask.  We have two home groups which meet regularly and we usually share 
some simple food and then talk together.  If you are happier in someone’s 
house than in church, why not give it a try? We have lots of laughs and are a 
friendly crowd. 
 
This is my chance to wish you every blessing for the New Year, 

Pam Halliwell, Reader 
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JUNIOR CHURCH 

 
The last 2012 Junior Church session held in the School was fun filled activity 
based on celebrating the birth of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
We shared the story of the angel appearing to Mary and Joseph delivering the 
wonderful news that Mary had been chosen to give birth to the Son of God. 
 
The children were keen to share their many ideas and thoughts about what 
they were looking forward to at Christmas time.  Needless to say many of them 
were looking forward to receiving gifts from ‘Santa’, but we remembered the 
most wonderful gift ever given to us all – Jesus Christ! 
 
Definitely something to celebrate so on went the Christmas music and the 
children set to work.  They were able to choose their activities, but all of them 
were asked to make a Christmas tree decoration.  
 
During the service on Sunday 23rd December, the Junior Church had a special 
time when all of the children present were able to hang their decoration onto 
the Christmas tree displayed in Church.  Decorations made by those who 
weren’t able to be there on that day were also hung on the tree.  It was 
wonderful to see the children proudly displaying their work and the 
decorations added a very personal touch to the already beautiful tree. 
 
So in 2013, we look forward to a blessed and enriching year at Junior Church. 
 
Junior Church meets on the first Sunday of each month in Meppershall Lower 
School Hall and we provide a short session within the communion service held 
on the fourth Sunday of each month.  Any changes to this schedule are usually 
published in the Messenger. 
 
Blessings 
The JC Team  
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COURTING CAKE                                          February  2013 

 

225g (8oz) Butter 
225g (8oz) Caster sugar 
4 Eggs, beaten 
350g (12oz) Self-raising flour 
2-3 tbsp Milk 
300m (½ pint), Double cream, whipped 
225g (8oz) Strawberries, sliced 
Icing sugar for dusting 
 

Method. 
 

1) Preheat the oven 180oC /350oF /Gas 4, and grease and 
line three 18cm (7in) round sandwich cake tins. 

2)  Cream together the butter and sugar until pale and 
fluffy.  Gradually add the eggs, beating well after each 
addition. Fold in the flour and then add enough milk to 
give a dropping consistency. 

3)  Divide the mixture between the three cake tins and 
bake in the oven for 25-30 minutes until well risen and 
firm. Turn out and leave to cool on a wire rack. 

4)  Whip the cream until it holds soft peaks. Sandwich 
together the cakes with the cream and strawberries, 
reserving a few for decoration. Dust the top with icing 
sugar and decorate with strawberries. 

 
 
 
 
Recipes are kindly supplied each month by Brenda Putwain. 
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A very happy birthday to those of you celebrating birthdays in 

February 

Keira Thomason who will be 10 on the 6th 
Joseph Fairy who will be 15 on the 14th 

Evie MacCormick who will 15 be on the 15th 
Benjamin Saunders who will be 9 on the 16th 

Abbey Lowden who will be 15 on the 18th 
James Wallace who will be 14 on the 19th 

 

 

If you are under 16 and would like your name added to 
the birthday page, please call Louise Hutson on 814148 

or email at louhuts@btconnect.com 
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THE MEPPERSHALL MESSENGER 

CONTRIBUTIONS 
 
The editor welcomes contributions to the Messenger, whether as letters, articles or notices.  
Contributions should preferably be as attachments to e-mail but hand written contributions 
may be sent by post, left at the Editor’s address below or in the folder kept at the Village 
Stores.  Contributions should run to not more than one A5 page (except by prior 
arrangement) and should be received by the Editor not later than the 12th of the month for 
publication at the end of that month.   Contributions received after the deadline may be held 
over. 
 
DISCLAIMER 
 
The Editor reserves the right to omit or alter any advertisement or article and to change the 
content, format or issue date of the magazine without prior notice.  The Editor cannot be 
held responsible for the factual correctness of, or for any libellous comment or statement 
made in any advertisement, article or other contribution published in this magazine.  Every 
effort will be made to avoid any deliberate attempt to mislead or otherwise cause harm or 
damage to any person or persons by any advertisement, article or any other contribution 
published in this magazine. 
 

THE TEAM 
 

Editor Dick Bulley 116  Shefford Road 815114 
 Email: richard.bulley@btinternet.com 
Assistant Editor David Turner 2 Campton Road 813613 
  Email: davidturner25@hotmail.com 
Advertising and 
Distribution 

Colette House 90  Fildyke Road 815585 
Email: colettehouse@gmail.com 

Production Co-
ordination 

Enid Pamment 112 High Street 851397   
Email: enidpamment@aol.com 

Treasurer John Thompson 16  Brookmead  812983 
 Email: jthompson244@btinternet.com 

 

Collating Dates for your Diaries  
2013 2013 

March 25  October 28  
April 29  November 25 Double 
May 28 Tue December None  
June 24   2014  
July 29 Double January 27  
August None  February 24  

September 30  March 24  
Please note that dates in the above table indicate the month in which the collating will take place, at 2.00 pm in 
the Sugar Loaf.  The issue being collated will relate to the following month, e.g. on 30th September the October 
issue will be collated.  

mailto:richard.bulley@btinternet.com

