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EDITORIAL 
 
As I write this, the weather finally seems to be 
improving, and about time too.  We can only hope 
that we will get some compensation in the Summer 
months for a Winter that went on so long. 
 

Looking on the sunny side of The Messenger, I am 
delighted to welcome Jeremy Holden back from his 
travels with his new piece on page 22 and to welcome 
Paul Savuto, our new contributor of financial news, 
with a financial quiz on page 18. 
 
The Parish Council report on page 10 includes news of the planned spending of 
£15,000 and possibly more on traffic calming and road safety measures in the 
current financial year.  The Council has commissioned a report from the 
Highways Dept on the most effective ways to spend this money.  We should 
also be seeing repairs to the road surface in High Street, Shillington Road and 
Fildyke Road following a recent inspection on behalf of Central Bedfordshire 
Highways. 
 
I hope it will not turn out to be premature to congratulate the Summer Fair 
Committee on having secured the promise of a fly-past by a genuine WW2 
Hurricane from the Battle of Britain Memorial Flight: this should make a 
sensational high point to the fair on June 29th; see their advert on page 11. 
Our own Messenger AGM also had a high point, when another volunteer came 
forward to join our Messenger Committee.  We were delighted to welcome 
Martin Randal: his appointment will give the Committee additional flexibility in 
the allocation of “who does what”. 
 
But in this life good news is usually balanced by the other kind: we have to 
report the sad news of the deaths of 4 more local residents (see page 49).  We 
send sympathy to all the bereaved families.  

Dick Bulley 
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LETTERS 

Letter from Graham Laming 
 
Endurance Cycling to raise funds for Sue Ryder's St John's Hospice in 
Moggerhanger. 
 
I will be taking part in the Silverstone 24 Hour Cycling Grand Prix from 14th to 
15th September, where riders will attempt to cover the greatest distance they 
can in one day.  My personal target is 366 miles, which equates to doing the 
London to Brighton bike ride six times in one day. 
If you are able to sponsor me in this effort I would be really grateful. You can 
visit my online donation page at  
http://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/GrahamLaming where you can also see 
updates on how the fundraising and training is going. The weather so far this 
year has made training more of a challenge than expected, but it is still on 
target.  The plan is to raise at least £2500 for Sue Ryder so please, if you can, a 
donation, no matter how small, would be gratefully received. 
 
Thanks in anticipation! 
Graham Laming 
Fildyke Road, Meppershall. 
07858 402683 
 
PS - I shall be celebrating my 52nd birthday whilst attempting this challenge. 
 
Letter from Jill Dickson 
 
Dear Richard,  
 
I really wanted to thank you and Tracey for the very helpful letter published. I 
have never been able to get through to the 'Oh my dog is fine' brigade but am 
sure that Tracey's letter did me a great favour the other morning, as someone 
whom I have tried so hard to educate to my small dog’s plight, actually took  
hold of their (I am well aware, harmless) dog. Unfortunately my dudes don't 
share the thought. I have three small dogs and they don't ‘do’ other dogs. I 
basically avoid common dog walking areas and have to keep my eyes peeled.  

http://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/GrahamLaming
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Two of my dogs will bolt if faced by an over-enthusiastic bigger dog, (to them 

that is any other dog that walks up to them!) and my terrier will freeze or 

create havoc purely with her voice box. You can easily observe my terrier’s 

behaviour as she takes off to have a moan, or begs me to pick her up. She 

loathes any dog sniffing her rear end, bless her, and had a nasty experience 

when four dogs pitched into her. She dealt with it by rolling onto her back but 

we still had to get one of the dogs off her. A Staffie from Shefford also tried to 

drag her out of my arms by her tail; I was very glad that I picked her up though, 

as the Staffie continued to pin a friend’s dog to the floor and shake a spaniel 

severely by the neck. Luckily the Staffie took it out on its really inconsiderate 

owner when she bit his leg and meant it.  

I pick up any dog poo mine deposit, and I so wish that all other dog owners 

would do so too. It is our responsibility, through and through. Having three 

dogs though means that I can't take my eye of any one of them when the poos 

are imminent. I keep picking up other small dog poo in Orchard Close, and it 

isn't fair to expect me to do that, or to leave it.  

 

Please help me to keep my dogs safe. Then all I will have to worry about are the 

dog thieves and the buzzards!  Much appreciation to my new best friend with 

their dog under control, as I am so grateful.  My yellow ribbons are on order.  

 

Happy dog walking everyone.                                                                      Jill Dickson 
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Meppershall Lower School 

    Fund Raising Update  
  
Some of you will be aware that the PTA have been raising funds to help the 

school purchase iPads for the children; we are delighted to confirm that the 

PTA have donated enough  money to cover 6 iPads.  The school are purchasing 

many more to add to this but the PTA and the school would like to say a big 

‘Thank You’ to everyone who has donated money, cakes, time and gifts to the 

school. Every penny counts, and it now means our children can use the most up to 

date technology.   

 

Information on where else the money has been spent can be seen by all parents 

in the PTA minutes held within the school Reception; we also hand out a 

newsletter each term.  Should anyone wish to join the PTA we would love to hear 

from you - please speak to any member - a few contact numbers are provided 

below.   

 

A recent event was the Easter Egg Hunt in which all the children took part.  

Country Properties in Shefford donated all the eggs for the children, a big 

thank you to the team.   We also had a donation from Sainsbury’s in Biggleswade.          

  
The PTA are organising a Fashion Show on the 8th June 2013 and would like to 

invite everyone within the village and their family and friends to attend.  Plans 

are underway and we are talking to some very popular high street stores who are 

helping us plan the event.  In the next edition we will update everyone with 

ticket information and information on who is attending.  If anyone would like to 

help us organise this event or has some contacts that might be helpful, please 

contact one of the members.   

 
Kate Rose: 01462  816008     Debbie Bavister: 01462 814316  
 
Members are: Milli Gilmour, Andrea , Judith Carter, Alex Sinfield, Ann Halford, Sharon Watson, Kelly 
Warner & Sarah Saunders.    
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MEPPERSHALL NEWS IN BRIEF 

Honour for Joyce Harris 
Dear Friends, 
On the afternoon of 20th March I was invited out for tea and cakes, destination 
unknown. I was taken to the council offices in Shefford where, along with other 
ladies, I was to be presented with a certificate for years of collection for The 
Royal British Legion Poppy Appeal. 
My certificate was for 50 years’ service, which I will treasure, but I could not 
have done it without the generous people of Meppershall who gave so freely, 
and my friends who also helped me collect. 
I wish to thank you one and all for your support. 
Joyce Harris (The Poppy Lady) 
 
ps. from Joyce’s family (Mum, Nan, Joyce): 
As a family we would like to thank you for all the effort you have put in over 
the years. Many of us have helped you in your deliveries and you helped us in 
return to understand just how important the RBL is, not only to us as a family, 
but to the general public. 
Eddie would have been so very proud of all you have achieved. 
Once again, thank you.  
The Messenger joins Joyce’s family in thanking her for those 50 years of 

dedication and congratulating her on the well-deserved recognition. 

Meppershall ballboy to meet Boris Becker in competition 

 

A teenager from Meppershall will meet Boris Becker this weekend as he 
competes to be counted amongst the best ballboys and girls in the country.  
James Wallace, 14, will travel to the Northwood Health and Racquet Club near 
London on Saturday, where the tennis legend will pick the best from the rest. 
If James is picked, he will go on to be a ballboy at London’s 02 when it hosts the 
Barclays ATP World Tour Finals in November.  Here he could find himself on 
court with tennis stars like Andy Murray, Roger Federer, Rafael Nadal and 
current tournament champion Novak Djokovic. 
Boris will also be on hand to offer his advice to the finalists and talk to them 
about what it takes to be one of the best ballboys in the world. 

Courtesy of the Advertiser Group 
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Evergreens 
 

This is another opportunity to invite any senior residents of Meppershall and 
local villages to come and join the Evergreens club which meets every other 
Thursday afternoon. Our members include long-standing residents of 
Meppershall, and newcomers to the village. We also have members who no 
longer live in Meppershall but still like the opportunity to come along and enjoy 
a get-together.  Would any members of the community care to join us?  We 
meet at the Sugar Loaf PH and the landlady, Jenny, very kindly prepares fresh 
sandwiches and cake, all washed down with a nice cup of tea. The club is very 
informal and the members enjoy a game of cards, or just a chat if preferred, 
and a nice spot of tea. We also put on a raffle with lots of lovely prizes, some of 
which are donated by the community. If we get enough new members, it would 
be nice to arrange some trips out. 
Please come along and have a cup of tea and a piece of cake with us, and see if 
you would like to join the club. There are no ‘subs’, just a small amount to help 
towards the cake and sandwiches.  If you have any difficulty getting to the 
Sugar Loaf, I am happy to pick you up and drop you home later. 
Our next meetings are on Thursday 2nd, 16th and 30th May. Please just pop 
along or give me a call and I will come and pick you up.  
I look forward to meeting up with you all, 
 
Karen Long - Telephone 01462 850182 or 07565 527992. 
 

SECOND HAND BOOKS WANTED 

We are looking for any 
unwanted books in good 
condition to use on our stall 
at the Meppershall Village 
Summer Fair. It will help us 
raise money for a school trip 
to Borneo in 2014 when we 

are going to spend a month doing various important community and 
environmental projects in the local area! 
If you have any unwanted books in good condition, we’d be very grateful if you 
would contact us on 01462 815627 or 01462 810018 and we will come and 
collect them.  
Thank you!  

Katherine Gower and Evie MacCormick  
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MEPPERSHALL BROWNIES 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We had a ‘Bring your Pet to Brownies’ night to finish off 
our Friend to Animals badge.    We had six dogs, one 
hamster, one rabbit and a land snail come along to visit 
us. The animals were all very well behaved and the girls 
enjoyed telling us all about them.  

  
Five of our longest serving brownies attended the Easter themed District 
Sleepover in Luton.  They had lots of fun doing Easter crafts, a bunny 
wide game and a treasure and Easter egg hunt in the woods.  Tawny 
Owl did an amazing job cooking dinner, breakfast, lunch and snacks over 
the weekend for all 23 of us.  After a lot of wriggling and giggling the girls 
did finally get to sleep, much to the relief of five weary leaders.  Despite 
having been advised by the Brownies that there would be no way they 
would be up before 10am as it was the weekend, there was stirring at  
7am and they were all up and dressed, raring to have breakfast and start 
the day’s activities by 8am.  
Alison said about the sleepover: “I enjoyed making a new friend call 
Katie and I loved making a den”.   
We came back really enthusiastic to take the whole unit away for a 
sleepover and hope to do this later this year. 
 

We carried on with the Easter theme for our last Brownies 
of the term with an Easter egg hunt and made rabbit 
puppets and purses. 
 
We are hoping the weather improves next term so that we 

can get out and about as this is the subject for our next badge. 

 
If you are interested in your daughter joining Brownies, then please 
contact Snowy Owl (Suzanne) on 07817 392325 or you can register 
online at www.girlguiding.co.uk, select the parents tab and make sure 
you put Monday afternoon and evening as an option.  
  

http://www.girlguiding.co.u/
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MEPPERSHALL BAKERY BEES by Roger 
  

Hi,  
Well we never made the first inspection in late March or early April – too cold! 
As I write it’s the 10th April and the weather is warming up a little now; with the 
forecast looking good for the weekend we are keeping our fingers crossed.  
On my visit of 7th April, we had lost one colony but the rest were flying around. 
Some bees were bringing in pollen, from what I do not know - all the blossom 
and flowers are so late - but by the colour it could be hazel or willow. I opened 
up the dead hive to see what had happened. The cluster had moved to the 
front of the hive and was separated from the food stores.  The cluster was very 
small and this sometimes happens. There were still a lot of stores at the back of 
the hive and fondant on top which had not been taken. I have cleaned the hive 
out ready for the swarming season which should start in May.  
As you know Bees swarming is the way a honey bee colony reproduces when 
the colony gets too big for the hive. Last year we were lucky and increased our 
apiary by 50%. Most of this was managed by artificial swarming, where I split 
the hive in two, leaving the queen in one hive and queen cells with most of the 
house bees in the other. This works well for me and we have enough spare 
equipment to cope.  
Cleaning some of this equipment was messy! The queen excluders had a lot of 
propolis on them (also called bee glue) for a very good reason. Propolis is a 
sticky resinous substance, taken from trees and plants and used to seal up 
cracks and strengthen the hive and comb. It prevents diseases and parasites 
from entering the hive and inhibits bacterial growth. Bees usually carry waste 
out of, and away from, the hive. However, if a small lizard or mouse finds its 
way into the hive and dies there, bees may be unable to carry it out through 
the hive entrance. In that case, they would attempt to seal the carcass in 
propolis, mummifying it and making it odourless and harmless. Natural 
medicine practitioners use propolis for the relief of various conditions such as 
inflammations, viral diseases, ulcers, burns and scalds. People are prepared to 
buy propolis for its health promoting properties. Old beekeepers recommend a 
piece of propolis kept in the mouth as a remedy for a sore throat. (I have yet to 
try this); Stradivarius used it in his varnish on violins and it is still used by most 
stringed instrument makers. I had to soak all the excluders in soda overnight to 
remove the propolis. My hands turned yellow but they are now extra, extra 
clean! 
Honey available at Rogers Bakery- see you there. 
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MEPPERSHALL PARISH COUNCIL REPORT 

The Council last met on 8th April. As well as Parish Councillors and our Unitary 
Councillors, the meeting was attended by a several members of the public who were 
concerned about rumours that they had heard relating to possible traffic calming 
measures, and about the effect on the High Street of the possible development 
behind the Village Hall.  
 
Cllr. Chapman, acting Chair, elected to take contributions from the public at the start 
of the meeting.  CBC Cllr. Tony Brown explained that £15,500 had been allocated to 
Meppershall under the Local Area Transport Plan(LATP) for traffic calming measures.  
In addition to this there was the possibility of further match-funding if the spending 
proposed by the parish Council meets criteria set under the LATP.  Cllr. Chapman 
added that at the moment there were no specific plans about how this money might 
be spent in Meppershall, but the Council had commissioned a study by the CBC 
Highways Dept to advise on possible options.  He assured the public that they would 
be consulted before the fact, both about developments in the roads and if any 
definite plans come forward for the land behind the Village Hall. 
 
A resident from 67 Fildyke Road drew the Council’s attention to the deteriorating 
condition of the road outside her house. 
 
Later in the meeting the Parish Council agreed to set up a Highways Working Group 
to co-ordinate the work under the LATP initiative and the potential consequences of 
future building development. 
 
Dates of future Parish Council meetings: 
The next meetings will be The Statutory Annual meeting on Monday 13th May and the 
Ordinary meeting on Monday 10th June, both at 7.45 pm in the Village Hall. 
 

Please remember that you are welcome to attend our meetings to speak 
about any subject during our open public session. Or you may just wish to 
come along and see what we do. Maybe you are thinking about becoming a 
Councillor at the next election. We look forward to seeing you. 
 
Peter Chapman 
Vice Chairman– chairman@meppershall.org.uk 
Meppershall Parish Council 
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MEPPERSHALL SUMMER FAIR 

SATURDAY 29
th 

JUNE 2013: 1pm – 5pm 
 

This year’s special attraction – 

The Battle of Britain Memorial Flight Hurricane Flypast 

 

 
 

Lots of stalls, attractions and fun for everyone 

Including; Tea Tent, Arts &Crafts, Children’s Games 

& Rides, Beer Tent, Classic Vehicles, Dog Agility and 

the ever popular Scruffts.  See you all there for this 

well loved village event on Foster’s Field SG17 5LX 

 

ENTRY FREE 
 

For further details contact Linda Primett  01462815629 
 

Meppershall Village Hall registered charity number 300052 

Follow us on Twitter @Meppershall Fair 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/253340274802892/ 
  

https://www.facebook.com/groups/253340274802892/
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YOUR SHOUT 
with Trevor Thorley 
 

  

HARRY FORD: 

Sadly, long time Meppershall resident Harry Ford, husband to Jean, father to 
Jill, grandfather to Rae-Anna and great-
grandfather to Seren , neighbour and friend to 
countless others, died suddenly on Sunday 
evening, April 7 after being admitted to the A & E 
Department at Bedford Hospital.  Harry was 88 
years of age and was born in Wanstead, London, 
on December 9, 1924. He was the 5th of six 
children and was also close to his four cousins, 
especially as his father and uncle were brothers 

and his mother and aunt sisters. After his mother died whilst he was still a 
child, he spent a lot of his time with his aunt, uncle and cousins. 

Harry had a love for dancing. He met Jean at a local dance hall and they were 
married in November 1957. Their only daughter Jill was born in October the 
following year. 

The family moved to Shefford in 1965 when Harry’s brother John offered him 
employment with a house to live in, and he spent most of the remainder of his 
working life employed in the garage of John R Ford and Son. 

Harry and his family moved to Hoo Road, Meppershall in 1975 and quickly 
settled into village life. He used to cycle up and down to Shefford twice each 
day to his place of work, always taking the opportunity to go home for lunch. 
Harry was also part of the Meppershall walking group, and loved to take part in 
walking the footpaths in and around the village. 

When he retired, Harry again took up their hobby of ballroom dancing with 
Jean, which turned out to have a huge part in the later years of their lives. They 
would dance up to three times a week and the Tea Dances in Meppershall 
Village Hall were a particular favourite.  

His family was of great importance to Harry and he delighted in the company of 
small children. The birth of his Great Grand-daughter Seren, daughter to Rae-  
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Anna two years ago, gave him great joy. Children covering four decades use to 
call regularly with their mothers on their way to school to see their ‘adopted’ 
Uncle Harry and Auntie Jean. Our own children, now mature adults with their 
own families, have fond memories of their visits to No 18, spanning many 
years.  

Harry was also a very kind and generous man. On countless occasions he had 
come to my aid. He had a great knowledge of cars and when seeing me 
struggling to start the car or other problems, on would go his blue overalls and 
he would be over my shoulder in seconds with help and advice for solving the 
problem. 

Many friends and family attended Harry’s funeral service in St. Mary’s Church 
on 19th April, followed by burial in the church grounds. Afterwards, everyone 
was invited to back to the Village Hall for refreshments and time to reminisce. 

 

‘STEALWORKS’:  

The name in itself posed several questions: who are they? Is this a spelling 
mistake for a Steel Band? Are they coming from Sheffield? etc. Those who 
bought tickets for The Friends of St. Mary’s latest concert, which took place in 
St. Mary’s Church on Saturday, March 23, were soon to find out.  

Their performance was absolutely fantastic, and the excellent choice of music 
brought out the best in everyone, who danced in the aisles until well after 
10.15pm. I think a certain James is a dark horse as he went to join in the singing 
at one point; we have talent within our midst!  

Will they come again? Who knows, but watch this space; if that time comes 
there will certainly be a clamour for tickets on a second occasion. 

A big ‘thank you’ goes to Les Davies for the excellent lighting effects which gave 
the event a West End flavour, and to Mark and Bobby Brinkley for the car 
parking facility and to all others who made this event so successful, realising a 
profit of £350 for Church Restoration funds.  

 

 

 
REMEMBER IT IS YOUR SHOUT Call Trevor on 01462 813357 or email: 
trevor.thorley1@btinternet.com 

 

  

mailto:trevor.thorley1@btinternet.com
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Planning and preparations for Sparks 2013 are underway! 
This year’s Sparks will take place from Monday 29th July-
Thursday 1st August so please put the dates in your diary and 
watch this space! 
Sparks is an amazing, rewarding and energetic holiday club 
which last year was attended by over 90 children, BUT– this 
can’t be done without a lot of help and hard work. 
WE NEED YOU! 
Have you been involved in Sparks in the past? 
Would you like to help now?  
 
We are searching for: 
Group leaders 
Activity leaders 
Tea makers 
Sashes (young helpers) 
Prayers  
Many other job titles to suit. 
 
 
Please give us your support - even 1/2 hour - every little helps!  
If you are interested please contact 
Dawn 816962, Morag 643387, or e-mail 
dawn.abbatt@gmail.com  
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Meppershall C of E VA Lower School 
‘An outstanding Church of England School’ 
June 2008 and December 2010 

 
School Report – April 2013 
 
Summer term begins today and the sun is actually out! We welcome two new 
children to our school, Alfie and Louie Curtis and Mrs. Krystal O’Shea as a new 
lunchtime supervisor. Sadly at the end of last term, Mrs. Pain and Mrs. 
Kitchener left our team and we wish them well for the future. 
As I mentioned in our last school report we held a curriculum week based on 
Space. Rockets were made and launched, Acorns class became superheroes to 
save us from alien invasion, planets were studied and we celebrated our 
knowledge with a Show and Tell assembly on the Friday afternoon. The displays 
of the children’s work around the school look fantastic and demonstrate a high 
standard of learning through the enthusiasm generated by the creative 
approach to the curriculum. 
Of course we held our annual Easter Service in church and the prayers written 
by the year 4 children in Cedars class were inspiring and thoughtful. Every class 
contributed an item to celebrate Easter, from drama, story writing and 
beautiful art work.  Rev. Roni used the story of ‘Guess How Much I Love You’ to 
show us how much God loves us. 
This term we look forwards to Sports Day, a Sing Up concert, a residential 
camping trip for the year 4 children accompanied by Miss Hornsey and myself, 
the Meppershall Arts Festival and the Summer Fair.  During the Easter holidays 
our school became wired up for WiFi as we start to upgrade our ICT hardware 
and buy iPads for the staff and children. Our PTA have worked really hard and 
raised enough money to buy six iPads to start us off on our project. I am always 
amazed at how much school has changed since I began teaching in the 1970’s: 
in those days we didn’t have a photocopier in school let alone an electric 
typewriter. Nowadays we rely on technology for much of our work.  However, 
some values remain the same and we strive to give each child a great learning 
experience at our school whilst caring for them as individuals.  
 
The children and I look forward to seeing you at the various village events this 
summer. 
         

Lyn Fairweather 
Headteacher 
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SHEFFORD LEISURE GROUP 
 
By Enid Pamment 

 
The weather meant that our Annual get-together at the Memorial Hall in 
Shefford was not so well attended as in the past.  We salute those who did 
attend, when we presented our Annual Cheque to Martin Randall of Keech 
Hospice Care for Children for the sum of £1,050.00.  The buffet as usual was of 
a high standard, as was the entertainer, who was recommended by one of our 
members.  The tombola this year raised £105.00 towards our cheque for next 
year. 
The biting cold wind was still with us for our day in Greenwich.  We started off 
outside Greenwich Museum where we had light refreshments before meeting 
our Guide for a short tour of the National Maritime Museum and the Queen’s 
House; next we could go our own way before rejoining our Guide at the Cutty 
Sark after lunch.  The tour of the Cutty Sark was very interesting: there were 
three levels to visit and each one in turn told the history of the ship.  There was 
time for a ‘cuppa’ before returning to the coach for a trip on the cable car.  
Fortunately the weather was sufficiently clear to enable us to have a good view 
of the waterways surrounding the Thames before our journey home. 
Although the temperature had risen it was still a grey day for our visit to the 
Captain’s Table.  Firstly we stopped at St Ives, a really quaint old town, for the 
usual refreshments before proceeding for our lunch aboard the Captain’s 
Table, which was decorated to a high standard.  We were served a piping hot 
lunch of roast beef and Yorkshire pudding with a selection of vegetables,  
followed by a selection from the sweet menu which consisted of both hot and 
cold deserts, with coffee or tea to follow.  The journey up river took 
approximately an hour and a half whilst the river meandered through the 
countryside up to Godmanchester.  A short journey took us across the road to 
an enormous garden centre, more like a department store, selling everything 
from the sublime to the ridiculous!  We then made our way back to Shefford, 
driving through all the small villages.   
 
Forthcoming Events 2013 (Kindly telephone for details) 

Household Cavalry & Windsor Wednesday 29th May 

Pasque Harmony Presents at the Grove Theatre, Sunday, 9th June 
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Dunstable at 6 pm 

Medway Mosaic – Rochester, with Guide Wednesday 12th June 

Royal Ascot (Ladies Day) Thursday 20th June 

Sandringham Flower Show Wednesday 31st July 

Centenary Floral Fanfare (NAFAS) - 
Central Hall, Westminster 

Saturday 7th September 

Lord Mayor’s Show Saturday 9th November 

Ely Cathedral Christmas Gift and Food Fair Saturday 16th Nov 

Thursford Christmas Spectacular Wednesday 27th Nov. 

Holidays: 2012 & 3013 (Kindly telephone for more details) 

Lochs & Glens, staying in Dunoon 7th – 13th July  

Austria by Coach (overnight in Cologne), including 
4 superb excursions.   

18th – 25th  August 

 
London Shows currently available (Arranged by Stevenage Group Travel) are:  
Matinees - Leaving Shefford at 11am - price includes coach: 

Chorus Line – New London Palladium Wednesday 8th May 

Singing in the Rain – Palace Theatre – Dress Circle Wednesday 22nd May 

Phantom of The Opera – Her Majesty’s Theatre – 
Royal Circle Seats. (Includes fish & chips lunch) 

Thursday May 28th May 
(Coach leaves 9.30 am) 

Lion King – Lyceum Theatre – Stalls Seats Wednesday 5th June 

Royal Phil Orch. Cadogan Hall, Gallery seats Tuesday 11th June 

Top Hat – Aldwych Theatre – Dress Circle Tuesday 18th June 

Burn the Floor -  Shaftsbury Theatre – Dress Circle Thursday 11th July 

 
Evening Shows - Leaving Shefford at 4.15pm - price includes coach: 

The Body Guard – Adelphi Theatre – Dress Circle Thursday 9th May 

RPO – Vienna’s Finest – Royal Festival Hall Wednesday 29th May 

Charlie & the Chocolate Factory – Drury Ln. Stalls Wednesday 12th June 

 
For all holidays, which include hotel accommodation, Shefford Leisure Group 
acts as an agent for the Tour Operator; their terms and conditions apply. 
Shefford Leisure Group is open to all in the local community who feel they 
would like to join us on our ventures and see places they would not see under 
their own steam.  We are always happy to meet new friends. 
Raffles are held and all the proceeds are for Keech Hospice Care for Children.  
For further information regarding dates, prices, and availability, or to receive 
our monthly newsletter, please contact Enid on 01462 851397 or e-mail 
Enidpamment@aol.com.                          Enid Pamment – Shefford Leisure Group   

mailto:Enidpamment@aol.com
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FINANCIAL NEWS UPDATE                            with Paul Savuto 

Just for fun - test your knowledge with our Financial Quiz:  
 

1. What does a Bull Market mean? 
A: Rising security prices 
B: Falling security prices 
C: Unpredictable security prices 

2. What is an Asset? 
A: An obligation to pay money 
B: An item owned by a business or person 
C: A financial obligation 

3. What is a Balance Sheet? 
A: A statement of assets & liabilities 
B: The balance between price & earnings 
C: A balance of cash flow and earnings 

4. What does ATM stand for? 
A: Automated term mortgage 
B: Automated teller machine 
C: Auto track mortgage 

5. What does a Bear Market mean? 
A: Rising security prices 
B: Falling security prices 
C: Unpredictable security prices 

6. What is an Assumable Mortgage? 
A: Adjustable rate mortgage 
B: Fixed rate mortgage for an open-ended period 
C: A mortgage that can be transferred 

7. What is Capital? 
A: Paper money 
B: Dividends 
C: Useable assets 

8. What is Bankruptcy? 
A: A legal process prior to insolvency 
B: A legal process to pay creditors 
C: A legal process to remain solvent 

9. What is a Buy Back? 
A: Buying back capital and/or assets 
B: Buying back stocks or bonds 
C: Buying back company shares 

10. What does Amortization mean? 
A: Interest owed to a lender 
B: Liquidating debt over time  

Paul Savuto has very kindly 
agreed to fill this slot for a 
couple of months while Jon 
Ingarfill is busy starting up 
his own business.  We look 
forward to welcoming Jon 
back in due course and will 
then have the luxury of a 
stable of two financial 
advisers! 
 
Paul works for  
DGS Independent Financial 
Advisers and can be 
contacted at email: 
ps@dgsifa.com 
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C: Determining the fair market value of assets 

11. What is a Bond? 
A: A certificate of debt 
B: Paper money 
C: A loan security 

12. What is a Balloon Payment? 
A: Payment for a balloon 
B: Payment to clear outstanding interest 
C: The maturity payment of a loan 

13. What is Credit? 
A: The sum of assets 
B: A financial statement 
C: Funds available for borrowing 

14. What is an Auto Loan? 
A: A loan to buy a car 
B: A line of credit 
C: An automatic loan following a credit check 

15. What is Arbitrage? 
A: Buying and selling for a profit 
B: A tax-loss sale 
C: A stock-option purchase 

16. What does Appreciation mean? 
A: The rise in value of an asset 
B: The increase in profit over loss 
C: The difference between buying and selling a stock 

17. What does Book Value mean? 
A: The price listed in a guide 
B: The value of a stock minus expenses 
C: An asset value minus purchase price, depreciation and other costs 

18. What is a Cap & Collar Mortgage? 
A: A fixed rate followed by a variable rate 
B: Maximum and minimum interest rates 
C: An undetermined follow on interest rate 

19. What does RDR stand for? 
A: Retail distribution review 
B: Remote data review 
C: Retail data review   

20. What is the maximum 2013/14 ISA Allowance 
A: £11,280 
B: £11,560 
C: £11,520       Answers on page 32  
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POLEHANGER: A FARMING DIARY 
 

Episode 42 

  

I’m loath to write about the weather once again but it just keeps 
demanding attention, like a delinquent child. Blackbirds have started 
singing over the last weekend as temperatures have struggled back to 
the norm. Bumblebees are hunting nesting sites. They know something 
is afoot and it’s time for some delayed spring action at last.  
 
Big Subject: “Where have all the mini-beasts gone?” 
You may remember that this was the title of an article that John 
Chapman wrote last May, 2012. My quick answer to his question is “I’m 
not sure”. What was / is your answer?  I don’t think there has been any 
other response to John’s question over the past 12 months so thought I 
would open the subject up again, although I am no expert. 
 
I am relieved that John has not used the farming community as the 
default whipping boys in this debate. It is interesting that he does raise 
the advent of high band communications, which I had not heard about. 
Back in 1962, in America, Rachel Carson wrote a significant book called 
Silent Spring. I have it on my bookshelf though, to my shame, I have yet 
to read it, along with many other worthwhile tomes. 
She highlighted the effects of pesticides on the environment, particularly 
DDT, widely used as an insecticide at the time, claiming that these had 
particularly damaging effects on the creatures at the top of the food chain 
such as birds of prey as well as humans. DDT was subsequently banned 
internationally and the contemporary American environmental movement 
was effectively launched.  As with so much in life though, there are two 
sides to this issue. DDT had been very effective as a killer of malarial 
mosquitos and some scientists have argued that the continued loss of 
life from malaria outweighs the negative side of the pesticide. 
 
Since then much work has been done to minimize such problems and 
develop new generations of ‘safer’ pesticides. The application of science 
does not stand still but unforeseen consequences continue to occur. One 
issue in the news at the moment is the use of a recently introduced 
‘family’ of insecticides called neonicotinoids. Evidence seems to be 
building to suggest that this chemical is causing colony collapse in bees. 
Roger will know more about this than I do. Although it seems the 
problem isn’t proven conclusively yet (as with CO

2
 and climate change /   
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global warming) the potential link is strong enough to make me consider 
that we should no longer be using this particular chemical from next 
season until it is clearer why bees numbers are declining so significantly. 
Complicated isn’t it; and that’s before we get to the physics of high band 
communications? Could we do without modern communications? Could 
we feed the world with lower crop yields?  However you view what 
Rachel Carson wrote, there are clearly a number of other factors working 
at the local level which we may be able to influence. 
 
Take our little corner of the globe at Polehanger Farm, Meppershall. 
We now regularly see buzzards, sparrow hawks, red kites, barn owls as 
well as the long standing resident kestrels, tawny and little owls. All these 
are top-of-the-food-chain creatures. We have plenty of bats. We have 
dragonflies on our pond and river which I don’t remember seeing as a 
child, and plenty of frogs and toads. Yet, quite clearly the countryside is 
not likely to have as many mini beasts, as farming has become more 
intensive and urban development has eaten up rural acres and 
influenced villages. We do not see many hares, sparrows or lapwing 
nowadays, for example. 
 
I suggest that the particular setting that John refers to in the village is 
also suffering from the increased paving over of front gardens for car 
parking, and the tidy, low maintenance rear gardens that busy lives 
demand. What can we all do to improve those parts of the ‘problem’ that 
we have influence over locally? We at Polehanger will introduce or 
continue to create skylark plots, beetle banks and pollen and nectar 
strips in our fields and margins.  What impact has the new wild flower 
planting made down Hoo Road?  Maybe you can research what is 
possible in your garden or in the wider village setting, do something 
positive and record what effect that has? Report back so we can all 
benefit. 
 
Michael Foster’s Diary, May 1963 (Italics = my comment) 
1

st
. Settled sack account with British Railways: (sacks hired or bought for 

grain storage and lorry transport. Two extinct modes of transport!) 
5

th
 (Sunday) Stayed in bed a couple of hours extra, getting up at 8 for 

breakfast! (I don’t ever remember getting up before him!) 
7

th
 Drilling barley: ground still very wet (but 5 weeks late so got to get 

on).                                                                  Chris Foster: 15
th
April 2013 

Chris poses a whole lot of questions here: please send replies to me – 

Ed  
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LIFE ON THE WILD SIDE 

By JEREMY HOLDEN 

Trouble with Tussocks  
 

The Falkland Islands is not somewhere renowned for dangerous 
animals, so it strikes me as ironic that on a recent visit there I was to have an 
encounter that seriously spooked me. My usual working conditions in the tropical 
rain forest almost always involve dangerous creatures of one kind or another. 
Although I have been lucky, throughout the course of my work I have known people 
killed and injured by many different beasts, from the obvious contenders, such as 
tigers, through to microscopic parasites.  A friend of mine was once chased and 
roughed up by an elephant in Sumatra. This resulted in nothing more than a serious 
shock and soiled underwear. Another friend was recently tossed by a takin (a stocky 
forest Bovid) in China; while a porter in Laos died after being bitten by a king cobra. 
Working in the forest, one learns to be careful. There are myriad dangers, but 
strangely I never give them much thought. This is perhaps a habit born out of 
necessity: constantly being alert for crouching tigers or charging elephants would 
take all my concentration and I wouldn’t be unable to work. It is likely that a part of 
my consciousness is always on the alert, but it is a robotic thing that allows me to 
function normally otherwise. This is why I use the word ‘ironic’ to describe the 
Falkland’s incident: after this surprise my mind could settle on little else. 
The Falkland Islands, although an amazing place to see wildlife, is relatively 
depauperate in terms of species. There are no native land mammals still surviving. 
Charles Darwin wrote about the warrah, or Falkland’s wolf, a carnivore that existed 
there until it was totally destroyed by sheep farmers over a century ago. The warrah 
could be snappy and aggressive, but were too small to harm humans. The sea is a bit 
too chilly for most sharks, so these are not a problem. Orcas are found here, but 
amazingly they almost never trouble people. There is an abundance of birds and 
some of these can be aggressive. A Falkland’s Skua pecked me on the head during my 
trip after I almost stumbled over its portly chick. It drew blood, but didn’t put me off 
scrambling around the hills. 
The only other contenders for the Falkland’s most dangerous animal are the seals. 
There are four pinnipeds that occur here. Elephant seals are by far the biggest, but 
these were at sea during my visit. Leopard seals sometimes arrive of Falkland Island 
beaches during the winter, but I was there in the autumn. Then there are fur seals. 
These can be aggressive when they are breeding, but soon back down when 
advanced upon (although I never tried this with a big male). The final candidate is the 
South American sea lion. My familiarity with sea lions in the zoo had not prepared me  
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 for the size and shape of a wild male individual. Sea lions share a genetic history with 
bears, and in fact a large male looks almost like a waterborne grizzly. The wild mane 
of fur is leonine, but the overall effect is more robust and bearlike than any cat. Sea 
lions have been known to attack people. A surfing teenager was mauled, and plenty 
of researchers have been bitten when getting too close.  In most places it is usually 
difficult to get close to large mammals. With sea lions, however, keeping one’s 
distance can be the difficultly. When they breed they cover the beaches, making 
progress almost impossible. At other times they lie hidden among the grass and can 
be easily stumbled upon. This was problem I faced. 
At one time the Falkland Islands were completely covered in tussock grass. There 
were no native trees and the 2m tall tussock clumps covered all available land. Sheep 
farmers once again got rid of these to replace the landscape with grass for grazing. 
With the tussocks went most of the Falkland’s endemic wildlife. Only in small pockets 
did the tussocks remain, and with it the last examples of native species like Cobb’s 
wren. Conservation efforts are now trying to restore this habitat and protect the 
wrens and other species that rely on the tussock landscapes.  
Sea lions also like the tussocks. They haul themselves up amongst them to lounge 
about sun bathing or sleeping. Negotiating my way amongst the tussocks on the 
protected land of Kidney island I was aware that sea lions might be around, and it 
was no surprise when I suddenly caught a fetid fishy whiff and was confronted by a 
huge sea lion. The tussocks were sparse in this area so I hadn’t got too close. The sea 
lion reared up and made its awkward way down to the shore. It was only then that I 
realized how large these creatures actually were. My local guide told me that 
although not really aggressive they do sometimes bite when surprised. Their salvia is 
the big problem, apparently, as it is a soup of noxious bacteria. I made a mental note 
to be careful. 
A few hours later I was crashing through the tussock at the far end of the island in an 
attempt to make a circumnavigation of the shore. The tussock was much lower here, 
but denser, too, and it was difficult to see the ground. When the tussocks die they 
leave a humpy bare area of russet earth. I made my way across these where possible. 
At one point I was high above the sea at the top of the cliff. The tussock was even 
denser here and I was having trouble getting through. I spied a russet area of bare 
earth and jumped on to it. The earth squashed up beneath me like a giant toasted 
marshmallow and I heard a sharp ‘ohhtt’. I knew immediately that I had landed on a 
sea lion and could almost feel the slimy, bacteria coated teeth slicing through my 
femoral artery. I would probably bleed to death before I could even crawl back to my 
colleagues. And this was only the first day of my trip. 
Instead I found myself lying on my back a few yards away after having propelled 
myself off the sea lion. I quickly got up and escaped. But making my way through the 
tussocks was no longer much fun. At that point I was more nervous of floundering on 
to a basking sea lion than I had ever been of stumbling across tigers, venomous 
snakes or elephants.  
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MEPPERSHALL FESTIVAL 2013 
MUSIC, ARTS AND CRAFTS 

18 MAY 2013 
 

 

 

 

 

 

FOR THE 4TH EDITION OF THIS GREAT FESTIVAL, 

WE WILL BE ONCE AGAIN PROMOTING AND SHOWCASING 

YOU, 
THE AMAZINGLY TALENTED PEOPLE OF MEPPERSHALL. 

 

WE HAVE MANY BRILLIANT ARTISTS LINED UP: MUSICIANS, 

SINGERS, JEWELLERY MAKERS, PAINTERS…YOUNG AND OLD, 

BEGINNERS AND EXPERTS…  

THIS PROMISES TO BE A FANTASTIC DAY. SEE YOU THERE. 
 

 

2 PM - 5 PM: ARTS AND CRAFTS EXHIBITION AND SALE 

FREE ENTRY 
 

 

7.30 PM: MUSIC AND LYRICS CONCERT 

£4.00 (CONCESSIONS £2.50) 

TICKETS AVAILABLE FROM THE BAKERY, THE POST OFFICE 

 AND FROM JACQUI PLUMLEY, GILL SMITH, CAROLYN 

HOLMES, 

COLETTE HOUSE AND ALBANE LESTER. 
 

 

THIS YEAR, ALL PROCEEDS WILL BE GIVEN TO THE EVERGREENS, 

A WONDERFUL SERVICE TO OUR SENIOR CITIZENS  
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THE LUCY PAGES 
By Lucy Standbridge 

Aged 11  
             
 

For my article this month I have interviewed Meppershall musician Emily Slade. 
Her music can be heard on YouTube or bought on CD’s on places such as 
Amazon. She is a songwriter, singer and plays the guitar. 
 
What sort of music do you sing and play?  
I sing and play folk/acoustic, so my music is non-
electric and the guitar has a very different sound to 
electric. 
 
What type of music do you like to listen to? 
I like classical and other acoustic pieces. One of my 
favourite types is country music, especially 
American. 
 
Do you play on just one guitar or do you have a few, and have you got a 
favourite? 
I have lots of guitars and they all have something different about them. I have 
guitars with steel strings which make a very crisp sound and I also have one 
with nylon strings which make a very soft sound. I also have a Parlour guitar 
which is small. My favourite guitar is very old, dating from the early 1900’s, 
which was passed down in the family. There are only 6 of them in the world! 
My second favourite is my Taylor guitar which I use on stage. 
 
Where was your first performance? 
It was with Hitchin Folk Club at The Sun Hotel in Hitchin. I was 9 years old and I 
sang Streets of London with a backing track because this was before I could 
play the guitar. I remember feeling nervous, hot and red. 
 
Which venue would you most like to perform at? 
That’s a hard question! It really depends on the place, the time and the people. 
There could be a really big venue and you feel like you don’t get on well with 
your audience and feel quite scared or you could be in a small venue and feel 
like your connecting with your audience.   
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Do you have a favourite venue you have performed at? 
I have 3: The Cambridge Folk Festival, London at the Cecil Sharp House and I 
have also played outdoors at the Eden Project. 
 
What is your favourite song that you have written? 
The most recent things you write you think are better quality than the ones you 
wrote a few years ago. But the song says what life was like when it was written. 
My favourite song is probably Shire Boy because it describes where I lived and 
what it was like when I was a child. 
 
What is your favourite song by another artist? 
A Case of You by Joni Mitchell, Romeo and Juliet by Dire Straits, Dig Down Deep 
by Marc Cohn and Hallelujah by Leonard Cohen. 
 
Are there any performances coming up? 
Two: one in Bedford and one in Hitchin in June. I don’t perform as much as I 
used to because of my daughters and my family. When you sing you have to 
tour a lot. I’ve been to America and Spain on tour. 
 
Do you sing in the shower like everyone else and if so, what song? 
I sing everywhere! I like to sing in the kitchen as well as the shower. I practice 
sounds to see if they work well and how you can push your voice in different 
directions. I sing songs I have recently heard on the radio I listen to which is 
Radio 2.                           
 

 

From the report of The Joint Speed Watch Co-ordinators’ Committee meeting 

on 8th April 

Meppershall is now working closely with Shefford, Clifton and Arlesey Speed 
Watch groups to provide, over a wider area, a reminder to motorists to keep to  
the speed limits; but all groups have been restricted by the weather. 
Hopefully, Campton and Haynes will soon be able to resume their Speed Watch 
efforts and Henlow and Stondon will get sufficient numbers of volunteers to 
start their groups. With them on board, we will be providing a traffic calming 
reminder across a larger portion of our education catchment area. 
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MEPPERSHALL SOCIAL CLUB 

Membership charges: 
SINGLE £7.50 

FAMILY £15.00 

OAP SINGLE: £5.00    OAP FAMILY: £10.00 

MEMBERSHIP FORMS AVAILABLE FROM THE BAR. 
 
 
 

1st Monday                                   Games Night 

Cards, Dominoes, board games 

Challenge a friend to game over a drink 
 

 

2nd Sunday   
Quiz Night 

With Quiz Master Paul Carne at 7:30 pm 

£1 per person. No Maximum Team size 

Half money taken will be 1st prize 

The rest will go to Keech Cottage 

 
3rd Wednesday 

Food Night 
 Food served 7.30 - 8.30 - £3 per person 

Tickets available from the bar or by calling Gemma on 07968 529282 

May Menu: 
Lasagne served with salad and garlic bread 

 
 

We are also planning: 
 

An Elvis Night 
A Race Night 

Watch out for more information 
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CALENDAR OF MEPPERSHALL EVENTS 

May 2013 
Thursday 2nd    

Evergreens 2.15 – 4.00 pm The Sugar Loaf 

Saturday 11th    

Rock Factor Concert & Disco 7.30 pm Village Hall 

Monday 13th    
Parish Council Meeting 7.45 pm Village Hall 

Thursday 16th    

Evergreens 2.15 – 4.00 pm The Sugar Loaf 

Saturday 18th    

Meppershall Arts & Crafts 
Festival 

2.00 – 5.00 pm Village Hall 

Meppershall Music Festival 7.30 pm Village Hall 

Thursday 30th    

Evergreens 2.15 – 4.00 pm The Sugar Loaf 
 

June 2013 
Thursday 3rd    

Evergreens 2.15 – 4.00 pm The Sugar Loaf 

Saturday 8th    

PTA Fashion Show  Lower School 
Monday 10th    

Parish Council meeting 7.45 pm Village Hall 

Saturday 15th    

Pre School Open Day 10.00 am– 1.00 pm Village Hall 

Thursday 17th    

Evergreens 2.15 – 4.00 pm The Sugar Loaf 

Wednesday 19th    

Meppershall Players AGM 7.30 pm Village Hall 

Saturday 29th    

Meppershall Summer Fair 1.00 – 5.00 pm Foster’s Field 
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PUZZLE PAGE 

Su Dokus 

(1) Hard 

 
 

 

      (2) Medium 
 

 

 

Solutions on page 32  

6 8

3 4 2 9

1 4

4 6 5 3

7 1 2

6 4 7

1 5

2 5 7 9 6

1 6

1 9

2 3 5

1 3

4 2 8 5 6

9 5 1

8 2

3 7

6 2 4
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Incident Type:  Burglary. 

Location:  Church Road, Meppershall. 

Date and Time:  Between the 12th and 15th March. 

Incident Details:  

The offender has climbed a side gate to access the rear 
garden. 

The door to a conservatory has been forced open. 

An internal wooden door has been forced to enter the 
main house. 

A messy search took place, but it is not yet known what 
property has been taken. 

Crime 
Reference:  

J D / 9 5 9 3 / 2013. 

Crime 
Reduction 
Advice:  

Keep doors and windows locked at all times.  Remove all keys 
from the locks and keep them in a safe place out of view. 

Keep garden tools locked away to avoid them being used to 
force a door, or window. 

Don’t leave out anything that can be used as a climbing aid, 
either to reach a window or into a neighbour’s garden. 

Keep hallways clear of valuables like keys, handbags and 
laptop where they may be seen. 

If your house will be empty after dark leave a light on or set a 
timer. 

 
  



31 

 

 

 

ST. MARY’S PARISH REGISTERS 

 
We have tried in the past to publish updates on our Parish Registers, but there 
was a break in the information reaching the Messenger during the interregnum 
between Rectors.  Thanks to digging by James Read we can now bring you news 
of the entries during that period.   
There are not many entries in any one month, so I have grouped them into six- 
month periods. 
Period: July 2011 - Dec 2011 Jan 2012 - June 2012 

Baptisms     

 Joseph Jack Plumley 21st Aug Kai Michael Blackman 27th May 

 Evangeline Summer 21st Aug   

 Kayleigh Rose Larkman 27th Nov   

 Harry Bavister 18th Dec   

Marriages     

 
Paul Carver +  Johanna 
Carver 

15th Oct Asa Martin Wright +  
Emma Louise Gwilt 

4th May 

   Timothy James Parsons +  
Rebecca Elizabeth Whittle 

4th June 

  Andrew Charles Foote +          
Claire Louise Smyth 

23rd June 

Burials     

 

  Lily Dawson             (Ashes 
interred) 

14th Jan 

 

 

 July 2012 - Dec 2012 Jan 2013 - June 2013 

Baptisms     

 Nancy Juliet Caddick 25th Nov   

     

Marriages     

 

Ian Mark Griffiths + 
Emma Jayne Smyth 

25th Aug   

     

Burials     

 

Archie Frederick Phillip 
Underwood 

23rd Aug Leslie Brian Bellamy 22nd Feb 

 

Jennifer A. Housden  
(Ashes interred) 

10th Dec Christine Kate Elbourne  
(Ashes interred) 

6th March 
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     Solutions to Su Dokus 
(1) Hard 

 
 
 

 

Answers to our Financial Quiz on page 18: 

 

1: A / 2: B / 3: A / 4: B / 5: B / 6: C / 7: C / 8: B / 9: B / 10: B / 11: A / 
12: C / 13: C / 14: A / 15: A / 16: A / 17: C / 18: B / 19: A / 20: C 
 

16 - 20 correct - Excellent  
10 - 15 correct - Good 

  

9 5 7 3 6 1 4 8 2

3 4 2 5 8 7 9 6 1

1 6 8 9 4 2 3 7 5

4 8 1 6 7 9 2 5 3

5 7 3 1 2 8 6 9 4

2 9 6 4 3 5 7 1 8

6 3 9 8 1 4 5 2 7

7 1 4 2 5 6 8 3 9

8 2 5 7 9 3 1 4 6

(2) Medium 
 

 

4 9 1 7 8 5 2 6 3

3 7 5 2 1 6 4 9 8

6 2 8 9 3 4 5 7 1

2 5 6 1 7 8 3 4 9

7 1 3 4 2 9 8 5 6

8 4 9 5 6 3 7 1 2

5 8 2 6 4 1 9 3 7

1 3 4 8 9 7 6 2 5

9 6 7 3 5 2 1 8 4
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ADVICE ON VEHICLE SECURITY FROM BEDFORDSHIRE POLICE 
WHEELS 

Alloy wheels are always attractive to a thief because of their high value. You can 
secure your wheels by using locking wheel nuts. Locking wheelnuts will also 
prevent the theft of ʻrun-on-flatʼ tyres. Cable ties wonʼt prevent your wheel trims 
from being stolen but they are a good deterrent because they will slow an 
offender down. 
INDEX PLATES 

Index plates are often stolen to ʻdisguiseʼ another vehicle in the execution of a 
crime. You can secure your plates by removing the original screws and replacing 
them with clutch-head screws. These are screws that can only be turned 
clockwise and you need a drill to remove them. Stick-on plates are never a good 
idea – they can be removed quickly and quietly. Visit www.secureplate.com for 
details on tamper-proof index plates. Many garages offer to fit anti-theft plates: 
please check the product is DVLA approved and bears the ʻSold Secureʼ logo. 
Many non-tested products are proving not to work effectively. 
LOCKS 

If you have a steering wheel lock, then use it. There are many types on the 
market; the most popular are the ʻthread throughʼ style and the steering wheel 
shields. Make sure any product bought has the ʻSold Secureʼ brand of approval. 
You can also buy locking wheel clamps – these are especially useful if the vehicle 
is to be left unattended for a long period (eg, while you are on holiday).There are 
now a number of strong boxes that have been designed to fix into the boot of a 
car or the back of a van. These are particularly useful if you need to transport 
tools or expensive items as part of your work. If you need to transport tools and 
equipment as part of your job, empty your vehicle every evening. It is also worth 
having a sign in your vehicle that states no tools are left in it overnight. 
PROPERTY MARKING 

Property marking cannot prevent your goods from being stolen but it is a very 
good deterrent as it is difficult to sell on stolen property that has been marked. It 
also allows the police to return recovered stolen goods to their rightful owner. 
Mark your property with your house/flat number and postcode. If your property 
has a name, use the first 3 letters instead of the house number. Use a UV pen to 
invisibly mark items such as mobile phones, audio-visual equipment, cameras, 
etc. Other products on the market are SmartWater and microdot tagging systems. 
Consider etching your windows and alloy wheels. 
ALARMS 

Most new cars are fitted with an alarm and immobiliser as standard. However, it is 
possible to install a higher specification alarm if necessary. These alarms can also 
be installed in caravans. Please check the alarm you buy has the ʻSold Secureʼ 
seal of approval. 
STEREOS 

If you can remove the fascia of your stereo, do so. This is the best way to make 
your stereo undesirable. You can also secure your stereo by replacing the fixing 
screws with small gauge clutch-head screws. It makes sense to property mark 
your stereo and other in-car gadgets, too. 
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SATELLITE NAVIGATION AND OTHER GPS BASED DEVICES 

Some vehicles now have integrated satellite navigation systems but many people 
buy the stand-alone units that fit to the window on cradle with a plastic sucker 
pad. If you use one of these items, it is essential you not only remove the device 
but also the cradle and wipe the sucker ring mark off the glass. Thieves will be 
looking for tell-tale signs of in-car gadgets as they are small enough to pocket and 
fetch a good price. Remember to check your insurance details – some home 
contents policies do not cover satellite navigation systems as they are classed as 
ʻvehicle accessoriesʼ. 
YOUR CAR KEYS 

Sometimes houses are burgled specifically to get the keys to a desirable vehicle 
parked on the drive. When at home, keep your keys out of the line of vision from 
doors, letter boxes and windows. Donʼt store them in an obvious place, like a 
drawer in the hallway table or kitchen, or a hook on the back of the door. 
PRIVATE PARKING 

If you have a garage, clear it out and park the car in it – this will help prevent your 
car being specifically targeted if it is a desirable make and model. If you own a 
motorcycle, consider installing a ground anchor and use a sturdy chain and 
padlock. You can reinforce the security of the garage door by fitting a ʻgarage 
defenderʼ – this prevents the up and-over door from being raised. Garage 
windows can be obscured with frosted adhesive vinyl – if a burglar canʼt see in, it 
reduces the temptation to break in. If you can park on a driveway, consider fitting 
a fold-down or telescopic post. If you own a caravan or trailer, consider installing a 
hitchlock and post. Make sure the area where you park your car is well-lit. It the 
parking area is on private property, you can use a domestic CCTV system. 
Always empty your vehicle of property and remove the stereo fascia when you 
park up outside your home. 
PUBLIC CAR PARKS 

Many multi-storey car parks now have ʻPark Markʼ status. This means they have 
been built or refurbished with crime reduction in mind. They will have signage 
displaying their status at the entrances. However, it is always sensible to remove 
temptation and clear your vehicle when you park. 
CATALYTIC CONVERTERS 

Acid etching kits are now available on the market to security mark your catalytic 
converter, and you can also use an electric etching tool. Whilst Bedfordshire 
Police cannot promote or endorse any particular product or service, we do have 
an obligation to make the public aware of emerging crime reduction measures. 
 
Bedfordshire Police is only able to give an opinion on what measures might reduce crime and 
there can be no guarantee that such measures will prevent crime. Crime prevention advice is 
given free without the intention of creating a contract. Neither the Home Office nor the Police 
Service therefore takes any legal responsibility for the advice given. 
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HHAARRDDLLYY  AATTHHLLEETTIICC  

CCOOMMMMUUNNIITTYY  BBAADDMMIINNTTOONN  CCLLUUBB  
  

‘‘GGEETT  FFIITT  IINN  22001133’’  
  

RROOBBEERRTT  BBLLOOOOMMFFIIEELLDD  SSCCHHOOOOLL  SSPPOORRTTSS  HHAALLLL  

  

SSHHEEFFFFOORRDD  
  

WWEE  MMEEEETT  EEVVEERRYY  WWEEDDNNEESSDDAAYY  1199::3300  ––  2211::3300  

  

££55  PPEERR  SSEESSSSIIOONN  

  

AALLLL  AABBIILLIITTIIEESS  WWEELLCCOOMMEE    

FFOORR  TTHHOOSSEE  WWHHOO  WWAANNTT  AA  BBIITT  OOFF  EEXXEERRCCIISSEE  AANNDD  FFUUNN  AALLOONNGG  TTHHEE  WWAAYY,,  

BBUUTT  NNOOTTHHIINNGG  TTOOOO  CCOOMMPPEETTIITTIIVVEE..    

  

FFRRIIEENNDDLLYY  AANNDD  RREELLAAXXEEDD  AATTMMOOSSPPHHEERREE..  

  

IINNTTEERREESSTTEEDD??  CCOONNTTAACCTT  DDAAVVIIDD  OONN  0077778899  887788  110011  OORR  EE  MMAAIILL  

PPAAUULLAA..HHAAYYEESS@@TTAALLKKTTAALLKK..NNEETT      
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FILM REVIEW                                                                                 By Carlie Newman 

 
JACK THE GIANT SLAYER (cert. 12A 1 hr. 54 mins.) in 3D: You can tell from the 
certificate that this is not a children's film as such. There is quite a lot of 
violence and the giants are frightening, but it is a family film and can be 
enjoyed by adults and slightly older kids. 
 

 
 
When very young, Jack's mother tells him the tale of King Eric with his magic 
crown killing giants. This is intercut with Isabelle being told the same story by 
her father. 
  
The grown up now orphaned Jack (played by Nicholas Hoult), a very ordinary, 
poor farmhand, living with his stern uncle, is given a handful of beans as barter 
for his horse. Jack and Isabelle (Eleanor Tomlinson) meet and form a 
connection. She is by no means your average princess, but a royal rebel, who is 
strong-willed and nonconformist. Jack and Isabelle have much in common as 
he, too, yearns for adventure and if given the opportunity would like to get off 
the farm and see more of the world. The two adventurous souls on the cusp of 
adulthood, meet accidentally. 
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Ewan McGregor, Nicholas Hoult and Eleanor Tomlinson in Jack the Giant Slayer  
Escaping the confines of the court on one of her adventures soon after their 
first meeting, by chance Princess Isabelle reaches Jack's hovel to seek shelter 
from a storm. Just after she arrives one of Jack's special beans sprouts into an 
enormous vine with tendrils reaching right up to the sky, taking the princess 
with it. An expedition to rescue her is led by the king's knight Elmont (Ewan 
McGregor), who is leader of the Guardians who look after the King (Ian 
McShane) and Princess Isabelle. Elmont has a hard time keeping track of the 
princess who is always escaping from the Palace but this time he takes the task 
particularly seriously as he realises she is in danger. 
 
Up in the sky the long-banished giants who are now unleashed on the Earth for 
the first time in centuries, move to reclaim the land they once held. The giants 
are led by Bill Nighy as the ambitious two-headed General Fallon. While we 
have the noble Elmont, there is also a human villain in the shape of the 
treacherous Roderick (Stanley Tucci). He has been pretending to support the 
king and is engaged to be married to Isabelle, but he doesn't really care for her 
and just wants to win control over the kingdom. He wants to become leader of 
the giants. 
 
When Jack realises that Isabelle has been taken into the giants' world he knows 
she is in great danger so he joins the group led by the gallant Elmont to fight for 
the kingdom, its people and for the love of the princess. In the process Jack 
becomes a legend. 
 
Most of the characters are played by real live actors. The exception is the group 
of giants who are depicted by motion-capture. In fact the film is shot entirely in 
3D and blends live action, real locations and traditional effects with computer 
generated characters created by precision motion-and facial-capture 
performances. 
 
The story, which is loosely based on Jack and the Beanstalk and the older and 
darker Jack the Giant Killer, is set in England's distant past. There is a great deal 
of scary stuff. The giants are not good guys and they take pleasure in eating 
people…head first. The film attempts to cover a number of universal themes 
such as perseverance and courage, self-sacrifice and what we do for love of 
others. It is certainly boisterous and at times exciting. The movie is 
recommended as a good Easter romp for the whole family including 
grandparents escorting their grandkids to the cinema.  
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By the time you read this ‘An Evening of Entertainment’, which took place on 
Sat 20th April, will have been and gone; thank you to everyone who supported 
the Players because without you, the audience, there would be no Meppershall 
Players.  We could perform without an audience but it’s not nearly as much fun 
(!) and I have to say I had a lot of fun, along with the rest of the cast.  
          
Our A.G.M. is on Wed 19th June 7.30pm at the Village Hall. Everyone is 
welcome from ages 9 to 90+ (14yrs and under must be accompanied by a 
parent or guardian). 

 
We will be at the Summer Fair on Saturday 29th June with a new arena display, 
following the success of our Synchronised Swimming last year.  Rehearsals for 
this piece are now underway. 
  
The dates for this year’s Pantomime are as follows: 
Friday 29th November, 7.45pm  and  Saturday 30th November, 3pm & 7.45pm.  
Friday 6th December, 7.45pm  and Saturday 7th December, 3pm & 7.45pm. 
 
Still wanted - One pianist and some Handy Andy’s or Andrea’s for set building 
rooms for 2 & 3 Act plays.     

 
The Players meet every Wednesday evening at 7.30pm at the Village Hall. 
Membership is free and we welcome anyone from the age of 9 years to 90+, to 
indulge in acting, singing, directing, choreographing, sound, lighting, set 
building, scenery painting, front of house, backstage, stage managing, make up, 
costumes, etc. 
 
If you are interested in any of the above we look forward to meeting you                
Karen Mitchell (Players Chairman) 
01462 816336 
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10 Top Gardening Tasks for May 
1. Protect frost-tender plants: we have had frost in Meppershall in May in recent 

years! Use horticultural fleece to drape over vulnerable  plants  
2. Divide spring-flowering perennials, and re-plant healthy sections 
3. Plant up containers and hanging baskets with bedding plants, but wait until the 

last frosts before leaving outside overnight 
4. Remove faded flowers of spring bulbs and perennials, to help plants save energy 

by preventing them making seeds 
5. Plant out tender veg plants later in the month, - but ‘harden’ them first i.e. leave 

out during the day, bring in at night for a week or so 
6. Prune spring-flowering shrubs eg Forsythia, Flowering Currants and Kerria 
7. As well as the cold, it has been relatively dry this spring; prioritise the watering of  

newly planted or divided plants.  Clematis especially need a lot of water to get 
established   

8. Mow the lawn weekly to keep it looking good, - but in very dry weather set the 
mower a little higher, and remember grass WILL recover from lack of water 

9. Thin out hardy annual seedlings sown last month 
10. To control the height or flowering time of taller perennials, cut down some or all 

stems by up to a half. This is called the  ‘Chelsea Chop’ because it is done in late 
May, at the time  of the famous flower show 

 
BEASTS: Watch out for: 
Lily beetle - beautiful and bright red, but devastate lilies and fritillaries. Pick off and 
squash. 
Vine weevil - the grubs live amongst - and kill - the roots of many plants in pots. Use a 
biological control (eg ‘Nemasys’ )to drench pots. 
Aphids love young rose growth, so use a water spray to dislodge them.  Hoverflies 
and ladybirds love to eat aphids, so avoid using insecticides that will  kill these 
friends! 
 
BEAUTIES: Enjoy in flower:  
Trees for smaller gardens:   Crab Apple ‘Red Sentinel’, Hawthorn ‘Paul’s Scarlett’, 
Lilac, Prunus (cherry) ‘Accolade’ 
Shrubs: Azalia, Clematis, Cotoneaster, Deutzia, Spiraea 
Herbaceous:  Aquilegia, Iris, Forget-me-not, Pansey, Primula 
Bulbs: Allium, Camassia.  I highlighted tulips last month, but as it has been such a late 
spring I am going to unapologetically choose the later flowering TULIPS  again, as the 
star performers for May. There should be some god-value ready planted pots in 
garden centres (or even supermarkets) available to brighten up our ‘late’ gardens this 
year. 

                                                                                                       Contributed by Viv Harvey   
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Our recent meetings have included discussions on our plans for the next 

few months. We will again be having a stall at the Meppershall Summer 

Fair and a number of us are preparing seedlings and plants for this. We 

are looking forward to a range of visits to gardens of interest throughout 

the summer months and in July our own ‘Garden Safari’ visiting each 

other’s gardens. 

 

As I am sure you will have seen a number of our members recently spent 

some time on the border in front of the Village Hall and it is looking much 

improved. Please do remember that this is ongoing maintenance and do 
contact us if you have an hour or two to help out. You do not need to be a 

‘gardener’ - just willing! 

 

 

Activities: 

 

Some members were able to attend Frosts Garden Centre Willington 

recently for talks on ‘fast & easy plants’ and ‘companion planting’.  

 

A number of us also enjoyed a visit to the Tulip Festival at Waddesdon 

Manor which is held in association with de Jager Tulips. It’s so good to see 

the spring flowers in bloom after such a long cold winter! 
 

 

Enjoy those Daffodils and look out for the Bluebells! 

Until next month. 

 

Kim 

 

 

Linda Parker   01462  815114  

or 

Kim Lee Tyler  01462  811750  

or 

Sarah Till   01462  817176  
or  

e-mail at: 

meppershallgardenclub@hotmail.co.uk 
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Parents, Grandparents, & Childminders are all welcome. 
 
We are all still feeling really refreshed after our long Easter break.  On 7th May we have 
our Messy play week, with feet painting on a huge roll of paper, our water play area, play 
dough, and making lentil flowers.  We will also be having parachute fun after snack time. 
At the end of the month just before half term, we will be getting our party package out 
and doing lots of singing and dancing along to music.  Our party package includes a 
small bouncy castle, tents, tunnels, ball pool, ride-ons, colourful scarves and bean bags, 
and bubbles.  It is available to borrow for a small donation to Tots. 
 
We would like everyone to feel they can input their views and ideas when they come 
along, and we are always happy to accept more offers of help to set up at 1:15 if you can 
join us before we start. We would also really appreciate a coffee/snack assistant from 
1:15 till 3:15 if anyone has this time available and feels they would enjoy helping out. 
 
We are going to treat all our regulars to a trip to Standalone Farm on June 25th.  Come 
along a pick up a loyalty card which you need to get stamped on six visits for this 
promotion. 
 

Come and join the fun at Meppershall village hall, 
 every Tuesday in term time from 1:30 till 3pm.   

 
Under 1’s 50p * Under 3’s £1.00 * Under 5’s £1.50  

FIRST VISIT FREE - MAX ENTRY £2 (exc. parties) 
 

Craft, drink & healthy snack included each week  
 

 Look for Meppershall Tots on facebook, or email meppershalltots@hotmail.co.uk  
 Please ring Debbie on 07713 627376 for more information 
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NOTICE BOARD 
 

Meppershall Pre-school Fundraising Committee 

Concert and disco with The Rock Factor 
Saturday 11th May at Meppershall Village Hall 

Doors open 7.30 pm. 
 

 

John Chapman will be at the Arts Festival in the Village Hall on 18th May 
exhibiting a rolling electronic slide show of some of his competition entries and 
possibly a film of the 2012 steam rally at Meppershall, all by projector. He will 
also be holding a “surgery” for photography / videography and access to 
YouTube for anyone with a question. 
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Ponderings 
We would like to welcome Rocco and Anais who joined our Pre-school this 
term, and hope they enjoy their time with us. With the warmer weather we are 
now outside a lot more, playing in our enclosed area, or at the park, or digging 
at our allotment. All that exercise and fresh air will invigorate them and wear 
them out!  At the allotment the children will also become more knowledgeable 
about how different foods and plants grow, and how sunshine and water help 
this process.  Do you know how a pineapple grows?  We will not be growing 
them, but I will tell you all in the next issue. 
 
This month we have a fantastic live band ‘The Rock Factor’ coming to the 
village hall on 11th May. Please ring Kelly on 07935 643326 to buy your tickets 
now, only £5 entry. There will also be a fantastic raffle drawn on the night for 
prizes including: Personal Training sessions, A family pass to Woburn Safari 
Park, 2 Ball Golf and a night’s accommodation at Beadlow Manor, a Reiki 
session, Beauty treatments, and many more.  Raffle tickets before the night 
are available. Our next bags2school run is on 12th June at the village hall. So 
if you have any clothing, curtains, bedding, towels you would like to clearout 
please do bring them along before 9am on the day. 
 
For anyone who would like to come along to see what we are all about, we are 
holding an open day on Saturday 15th June between 10am and 1pm.  All are 
welcome for fun and refreshments.  Watch your child play and talk to our 
friendly experienced team who will show you around. 
 

 

We open in term time on Monday & Wednesday from 9:30am until 

3pm, and on Tuesday, Thursday and Friday until 12:30pm.  Lunch 

club is each day from 12 until 12:30pm. 

Meppershall Village Hall, SG17 5LX 
01462 817359 (in session time) 

www.meppershall-ps.co.uk    

Meppershall Pre-school located in Meppershall Village Hall, can 
take up to 24 children in each session from in and around the 

surrounding areas from the age of 2 years 6 months.  
We also have limited spaces for funded two year olds. 

Please ring 07713 627376, email info@meppershall-ps.co.uk, or 
visit www.meppershall-ps.co.uk to find out more about the 
Early Years Foundation Stage and exceptional care we offer. 

 

Ofsted Registration Number: 219293                                          Registered Charity: 1031913 
 

http://www.meppershall-ps.co.uk/
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THE BIKE SHED   

PHIL READ - another LOCAL HERO 
 
 
By Wayne Allen           
A few issues back I wrote about Vincents that were manufactured in 
Stevenage. This got me thinking about other local contributions to our great 
British motorcycle history. It suddenly occurred to me that an eight times world 
motorcycle champion Phil Read was born and raised in nearby Luton, as I was.  
Phil Read was from a golden age of motorcycling and his achievements were 
quite outstanding.  I have had the good fortune of meeting Phil on several 
occasions at various classic bike shows; he always has time to speak with the 
fans and is quite a character.  
 
Phil William Read was born in Luton on the 1st January 1939, so a New Year 
brought a budding new champion. He was nicknamed the ‘Prince of Speed’ and 
was the first motorcycle rider to become a world champion at 125cc, 250cc and 
500cc classes. He is one of only three riders, including the legendary Mike 
Hailwood and Valentino Rossi, to have become world champions in three or 
more classes of road racing. His success also extended to GP wins in the 750cc 
class as well. Read brought Yamaha its first world championship title in 1964 on 
a 250cc bike and added another in 1965 in the same class. In 1966, a new four 
cylinder 250cc bike was introduced by Yamaha. Unfortunately there were 
issues with the new engine which contributed to Read losing the title to Mike 
Hailwood. The following year was a close call and he effectively lost to 
Hailwood again: although tied on the last round, Haillwood’s five victories to 
Read’s four made him world champion.  
 
In 1968 and similar to recent team order events in F1, Yamaha wanted Read to 
concentrate on winning the 125cc class and their other rider Bill Ivey to win the 
250cc class. Read ignored the wishes of Yamaha and after winning the 125cc 
class challenged Ivy to win the 250cc class. Again a close finish to the season 
with both Read and Ivy tied on points but Read came through with a ruling on 
elapsed times. There was a short break from 1969 to 1970 when the major 
Japanese manufactures withdrew from racing. Then in 1971 Read entered as a 
privateer on a modified Yamaha and took the world title without factory 
support. That it made it 5 world titles and Read the only privateer to achieve 
this.  



47 

 

 

 

1972 saw Read invited to join the MV Agusta team and in 1973 he went on to 
win the 500cc world championship. He defended this win in 1974, which was 
the last year MV would appear in world championship. The following year he 
was second to Agostini who was now riding the mighty Yamaha 500cc two 
stoke. In 1976 Read competed again as a privateer on a Suzuki but retired from 
GP racing at the end of the season although he still went on competing in other 
bike racing. 
 
Other key achievements in Read’s history were eight Isle of Man TT wins. One 
of these wins in TT certainly earned him recognition with Yamaha and hence 
the signing to ride for them in 1964. His success in racing was recognised in 
1979 when he was awarded the MBE by the Queen for services to racing. He 
arrived in style at the event, riding a revolutionary Quasar bike to the palace. 
He retired officially from racing in 1982 but continues to attend and ride at 
many classic bike events all over the world. He will appear as the guest of 
honour at the Classic Bike Show in April and the Festival of 1000 bikes in July. 
 

CAREER HIGHLIGHTS 
Most successful British GP rider with 121 podiums. 
8 World Championships. 
52 GP wins, comprising; 
10 125cc GP wins 
27 250cc GP wins 
4 350cc GP wins 
11 500cc GP wins 

 
Phil Read pictured on the MV Agusta  
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A1 Incident – Witness Appeal 

Bedfordshire Police are appealing for witnesses to come forward after a 43 year 
old man was assaulted and robbed on the side of a busy Bedfordshire road on 
Saturday evening (6th April). The incident happened between 7.30pm and 
7.40pm as the victim was travelling in his silver BMW along the southbound 
carriageway of the A1. Approaching the Black Cat roundabout, he was hit from 
behind by a red Volvo S40. After pulling over and getting out of their vehicles, 
both drivers discussed the collision before the driver of the Volvo struck the 
victim on the side of the head, knocking him to the floor.  As a struggle ensued, a 
second vehicle – believed to have been a blue Audi A8 - pulled up and two men 
got out, opened the boot of the BMW and stole two bags – one of which 
contained a large amount of money. All offenders then got into the Audi and 
fled towards the A421. 

Detective Constable Emma Dahl, who is investigating the incident, is keen to 
hear from anyone who may have been driving along the A1 at the time and may 
have witnessed the attack. She would also like to hear from anyone who may 
have seen any of the vehicles prior to the collision. 

DC Dahl said: “It is vitally important that we hear from any motorists who were 
passing at the time and saw this incident taking place. It certainly appears that 
this was a premeditated attack and the offenders knew exactly what they were 
doing and how they were going to escape. Thankfully the victim did not suffer 
any serious injuries but he has been left extremely shaken by what has 
happened.  I would really like to hear from anyone who was in the area at the 
time of the incident or anyone else who may have information – however small 
or insignificant they think it is – that could help us. Don’t dismiss your 
information as unimportant – even tiny details which don’t seem relevant now 
might become useful later on in the investigation.” 

Two men have been arrested in relation to this incident and released on police 
bail pending further enquiries. If you have information relating to this incident, 
contact DC Dahl, in confidence, on 01234 275357, the non-emergency number 
101, or text information to 07786 200011. Alternatively contact independent 
charity Crimestoppers, anonymously, on 0800 555 111, or online at 
crimestoppers-uk.org. 
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COVERS BY REQUEST 
 
This month’s cover is a reproduction of a painting spotted by John Chapman.  
The title of the painting claims to be of Meppershall, Herts, in 1792.  Can any 
reader identify the house in this picture?  Of course, it may not be still standing, 
and if it is, it may be much altered.  If it is in Meppershall, it has moved out of 
Herts.  Any suggestions? 
 
If you would like to see a specific picture on our cover, please get in touch in 
time for us to arrange with one of our in-house ‘paparazzi’ to do the business.
                           Ed. 
 

 

SIGNIFICANT EVENTS 
Birthdays in May: 
 
Margaret Taylor will be 80 on 15th May 
Fifi Simpkins will be 79 on 26th May 
Mary Mitchell will be 78 on 27th May 
Doreen Pritchard will be 85 on 31st May 
 

Congratulations to all of the above. 
 

We apologise to Ron Mitchell for showing his 80th 
birthday as 4th April when it was actually 4th March.  
By way of atonement Colette House & Dick Bulley 
took Ron a cake with the best wishes of The 
Messenger. 
 

 
_________________________________________________________________ 
 

RIP 
 
Clive Lawrence, late of Crackle Hill, died on 27th March, aged 55. 
Kate Wilson of Brookmead died on 30th March, aged 66. 
Ann Herman of Rectory Road died on 3rd April aged 76. 
Harry Ford of Hoo Road died on 7th April aged 88.  
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St. Mary The Virgin 
Meppershall Parish Church (Church of England) 

Church Road, off Campton Road, SG17 5NA 
 
Rector:  The Reverend Veronica Goodman    01462 339962 – usual day off: Monday 
Churchwardens:  
c/o James Read (contact details below) 
Reader (Licensed Lay Minister)  
Pam Halliwell 01462 817069 pamelahalliwell1@virginmedia.com - usual day off: 
Monday 
PCC Secretary:  
Anne Parsons 01462 813333 annie10639@gmail.com 
PCC Contributions to The Messenger, Parish Records CD etc.:  
James Read 01462 857836 meppershall.pcc@gmail.com  
 

Services – May 2013 
Date Time Service 

Sunday May 5th    
6th of Easter, Rogation 

11.00am 
11.00am 

Parish Communion  
Junior Church at the School 

Thursday May 9th 
Ascension Day 

7.30pm Holy Communion followed by 
Cheese and Wine – all welcome! 

Sunday May 12th 
Sunday after 
Ascension 

8.30am 
 

Holy Communion  
 

Sunday May 19th    

Pentecost, 
Whitsunday  

8.30am 
11.00am 

Holy Communion 
All-Age Service 

Sunday May 26th    
Trinity Sunday 

11.00am Family Communion and Junior Church 

Sunday June 2nd  
1st After Trinity 

11.00am 
11.00am 

Parish Communion  
Junior Church at the School 

 
Special Notice 
At the recent Annual Parochial Church Meeting, Brenda Wright confirmed her wish to 
complete her service as Churchwarden.  The whole church community in Meppershall 
wants to convey its immense gratitude, deep respect and admiration for Brenda's 
many years of hard work and unshakeable service. Her contribution and 
commitment, week-in week-out, alongside Brian in recent years, has nurtured a 
church that is in very good order and well equipped for the coming years. Brenda - 
thank you! 

mailto:annie10639@gmail.com
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St Mary’s weekday service - Wednesdays: 
 Holy Communion (Book of Common Prayer), each Wednesday, 10.00am. 
 

SPARKS! 
The successful children’s summer holiday club is back for another year! 
Mon 29th July–Thurs 1st August, 10am-2pm. Email dawn.abbatt@gmail.com  to 
volunteer to help, lead or support … it is always a truly great week! 

 
A Message from St Mary’s… 

Although Easter Sunday has come and gone, we are still in the Easter Season - 
and I would like to thank once again, the Friends of St Mary’s and everyone 
who came for the wonderful Stealworks Concert, and also all who contributed 
to our Easter Celebrations.  Please check out the facebook page for the Easter 
Flowers; if you haven’t seen them already they’re viewable by anyone at 
www.facebook.com/stmarysmeppershall and while you’re at it, do please ‘Like’ 
our new Page! 

I love the month of May.  I suppose partly because it reminds me of my Mum - 
whose birthday was in May, and who died - quite a long time ago - when I was 
24 and expecting our first baby.   

Mum loved spring.  She loved spring flowers.  She loved watching the garden 
come back to life after the bleak months of winter.  She loved everything - from 
the first snowdrop daring the winter freeze - to scented bluebell woods in late 
April and through May.  She knew a lot about plants - their “habit” and 
“habitat” - and she tried to teach me too! How I wish I had listened more 
attentively!  I would have had so much more to pass on to my own children and 
grandchildren. 

I’m excited to watch the world of Meppershall roll from Winter to Spring and 
Spring to Summer this year.  I am told it is a wonderful spectacle and a sight 
worth waiting for... 

In May we have Christian Aid week when we are invited to pray for, and try to 
raise money to alleviate the plight of, the 870 million people in our world who 
are in desperate need of food.    Most of us live in the luxury of knowing that 
there will be a next meal, but let’s also pray for our own farmers who, due to   

mailto:dawn.abbatt@gmail.com
http://www.facebook.com/stmarysmeppershall
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the unusually cold and wet weather we have been experiencing (in most of the 
country) since the Autumn, have particular challenges this year.  

This month we will celebrate Ascension Day (9th May) when Christ rose into 
heaven -  and Pentecost (18th May) when we remember the Holy Spirit coming 
upon the apostles 50 days after Easter Sunday.  The Pentecost story is 
described in Acts of the Apostles 2:1-31 and is sometimes called the “Birthday 
of the Church”. 

It is time now too for us to take stock as we reflect on the reports given at our 
Annual Parochial Church Meeting, and begin to look at the report of the 
Quinquennial (every five years) Inspection of the Church building.  We will be 
deciding priorities for the year to come - and of course are also planning and 
working towards another Sparks Holiday Club in July.  (I heard that last year’s 
was wonderful - and it does look like it was great fun in the photos I’ve seen).  

Looking forward...! 

Roni 

 
 
  St Mary's Church Meppershall tea towels and mugs for sale! 

 

Did you know that the Village Stores sells mugs and tea towels 
commemorating our beautiful church of St Mary's? Please have a 
look! The quality Linen Union tea towels also show other important 
village institutions (village hall and the school, to name a couple) 
drawn by a local artist.  Both mugs and tea towels have the attractive 
traditional blue colour of St Mary.  
Prices are as follows: 
Linen Union St Mary’s Tea Towels: 1 for £4.50, 2 for £8.00, 3 for 
£12.00, 4 for £15.00.  St Mary's mugs: £3.50 each or 3 for £10. 
Rest assured that all proceeds from the sale of these items go 
towards church funds. With thanks for your valued support. 

Contact: Brenda Wright on 816446. 
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JUNIOR CHURCH 

We wanted to share with you our first and very special session of Godly Play in 
JC that took place in the school hall on the first Sunday after Easter at the usual 
time of 11am. It was on the subject of the Good Shepherd and we are very 
blessed to have Andrew Goodman who is trained in the delivery of Godly Play 
join our JC team.  
 
Apart from being at the same place at the same time and having Gill and myself 
there to support Andrew and JC, the session had a completely different feel 
from beginning to end: the children were quietly and warmly welcomed in one 
by one and then chose themselves a cushioned spot to sit around Andrew. 
Once everybody was present the outline was described: listening to and 
enjoying the story, exploring the story through painting or creative LEGO brick 
building followed lastly by a feast that was shared out by the older children to 
all of us enjoying it together. Both children and adults enjoyed the Session 
enormously. The story was listened to in a reflective but interactive manner, 
the exploration of the story was both noisy and quietly reflective and the feast 
was a perfect finish to our special worship. I speak for all of the adults when I 
say that the first session of Godly Play was truly amazing and had life giving 
moments each of us could enjoy. We felt touched by the Holy Spirit and learnt 
a great deal ourselves from the children, ours and yours. It was amazing how 
openly and creatively each of the children received and reacted to be story and 
how much knowledge of the Bible they all brought to the session.  
 
After the children had gone home with a parent or carer, the adults reflected 
on the session. We had an overwhelming feeling that there was a call for Godly 
Play in this village, which we would like to pick up on for the future.  
 
Our next JC Godly Play in the school hall is planned for the 1st Sunday of June, 
2nd June, at the usual time, 11am. Parents and Carers are welcome to drop 
their children off from about 10:45am, so that we can aim to make a prompt 
start for 11:00.  
 
Many thanks to all parents and children for your support. 
 
Gillian, Alex, Morag, Julie and Andrew 
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     BUTTERFLY CAKES 
    MAY 2013 

 
 

125g (4oz) butter 
125g (4oz) caster sugar 

2 beaten eggs 
125g (4oz) self-raising flour, sifted 

4 tablespoons jam 
142ml (5floz) carton double or whipping cream, whipped 

Icing sugar for dusting 
 

Makes 18-20 
 
Method 
 

1) Cream the butter and sugar together until pale and fluffy. Beat in the 
eggs a little at a time, and then fold in the flour. 

2)  Divide the mixture between 18-20 cakes cases placed in patty tins. Bake 
in a preheated oven, 180oC /350oF /Gas Mark 4, for 15-20 minutes, until 
risen and firm to the touch. Cool on a wire rack. 

3)  Using a small sharp knife, remove a small round of sponge from the 
centre of each cake and set aside. Place a dot of jam in each hollow and 
spoon or pipe a little cream on top. 

4)  Cut the reserved sponge rounds in half and replace on top of the cakes 
to resemble butterfly wings. Dust with icing sugar to serve. 

 
 
Recipes are kindly supplied each month by Brenda Putwain.  Brenda would 
welcome readers’ feedback on her recipes.  
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A very happy birthday to those of you 

celebrating birthdays in May 

 

Summer Bridger who will be 7 on the 1
st
 

Grace Finedon who will be 5 on the 3
rd

 
Joseph Daniel who will be 15 on the 3

rd
 

Laura Stock who will be 12 on the 4
th
 

Ryan Turner who will be 10 on the 5
th
  

William Brinkley who will be 1 on the 7
th
  

Edward Brinkley who will be 1 on the 7
th
  

Samuel Boggon who will be 13 on the 7
th

 
Sasa Kovacs who will be 13 on the 8

th
 

Harrison Isaac who will be 7 on the 10
th
 

Frank Donachie who will be 14 on the 10
th

 
Adam Palmer who will be 12 on the 12

th
 

Sophie Palmer who will be 12 on the 17
th

 
Alfie Harris who will be 5 on the 17

th
  

Isabella Lambley who will be 10 on the 17
th
 

James Parrott who will be 13 on the 18
th
 

Darcey Sheppard who will be 12 on the 19
th
  

Jennifer Ridley will be 2 on the 21
st
  

Lily Hefford who will be 5 on the 21
st
  

Rees Davies who will be 8 on the 23
rd

 
Bryony Lowden who will be 13 on the 23

rd
  

Chloe Thorne who will be 11 on the 23
rd

 
Eilis Fleming who will be 6 on the 31

st
  

 
If you are under 16 and would like your name added to 
the birthday page, please call Louise Hutson on 814148  

or email at louhuts@gmail.com 
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THE MEPPERSHALL MESSENGER 

CONTRIBUTIONS 
 
The editor welcomes contributions to the Messenger, whether as letters, articles or notices.  
Contributions should preferably be as attachments to e-mail but hand written contributions 
may be sent by post, left at the Editor’s address below or in the folder kept at the Village 
Stores.  Contributions should run to not more than one A5 page (except by prior 
arrangement) and should be received by the Editor not later than the 12th of the month for 
publication at the end of that month.   Contributions received after the deadline may be held 
over. 
 
DISCLAIMER 
 
The Editor reserves the right to omit or alter any advertisement or article and to change the 
content, format or issue date of the magazine without prior notice.  The Editor cannot be 
held responsible for the factual correctness of, or for any libellous comment or statement 
made in any advertisement, article or other contribution published in this magazine.  Every 
effort will be made to avoid any deliberate attempt to mislead or otherwise cause harm or 
damage to any person or persons by any advertisement, article or any other contribution 
published in this magazine. 
 

THE TEAM 
 

Editor Dick Bulley 116  Shefford Road 815114 
 Email: richard.bulley@btinternet.com 
Assistant Editor David Turner 2 Campton Road 813613 
  Email: davidturner25@hotmail.com 
Advertising and 
Distribution 

Colette House 90  Fildyke Road 815585 
Email: colettehouse@gmail.com 

Production Co-
ordination 

Enid Pamment 112 High Street 851397   
Email: enidpamment@aol.com 

Treasurer John Thompson 16  Brookmead  812983 
 Email: jthompson244@btinternet.com 

 

Collating Dates for your Diaries  
2013 2013 

May 28 Tue December None  
June 24   2014  
July 29 Double January 27  
August None  February 24  
September 30  March 24  
October 28  April 28  

November 25 Double May 26  
Please note that dates in the above table indicate the month in which the collating will take place, at 2.00 pm in 
the Sugar Loaf.  The issue being collated will relate to the following month, e.g. on 24th September the October 
issue will be collated.  

mailto:richard.bulley@btinternet.com

