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Volume 29      Issue 3                   June 2013 

EDITORIAL 
 
The mixed bag in this month’s magazine 
demonstrates very well one of The Messenger’s 
main strengths: its variety.  We have an item on 
Council tax (p.10), news of a near-extinct bird 
(p.22), our own village crime report (p.30), a 
film review (p.33), gardening items (p.36&37), 
and the story of the rotary engine (p.44). Add 
the many other regular items and it’s quite a 
package for a village magazine, and yet we 
manage it 10 times each year.  As with our 
Village Festival (report on p.11), the secret 
is...you!  
 
On page 6 I appeal for new contributors and new ideas, but there is a risk 
implied here too: if we do not get new features the magazine will become 
stale, current contributors may then decide not to bother, and who could 
blame them?  It takes real effort to find different things to say 10 times each 
year (I know, I have to write 10 Editorials!). So, take inspiration from our Village 
Festival which showed how much talent is lurking in our own neighbourhood, 
and become a contributor to The Messenger in some way or other. Unlike the 
commercial alternatives, The Messenger is firmly rooted in this village; even 
when we cover national financial issues or exotic foreign birds, we do it with a 
local perspective arising from local contributors. 
 

My piece on page 6 is not meant to cover every possible type of contribution: it 
is essential that the scope of this magazine is not limited to the imagination of 
an old buffer of 70+!  Lucy Standbridge, who writes a regular feature at age 11, 
is an incredibly multi-talented young lady but the festival showed how much 
other young talent there is.  Please come forward and write about things that 
interest you.  The average age of the whole country is increasing, and 
Meppershall cannot escape this, but it would be good if young people and their 
interests were better represented in the content of The Messenger.  Over to 
you! 

Dick Bulley 
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LETTERS 

Letter from Albane Lester: 
 
Hi Dick, 
About the oddity raised on the Messenger’s latest cover: Meppershall used to 
be split between Herts and Beds… and the old border runs along our own 
boundary line (the ditch running between Fildyke Road and the nature 
reserve).  
The detached portion of Hertfordshire located in the parish of Meppershall was 
transferred to Bedfordshire following the Counties (Detached Parts) Act of 
1844.  Interestingly, this did not immediately change people’s habits, as is 
evidenced by a ‘Map of St Thomas’ Chapel Farm, Meppershall, Hertfordshire’, 
painted in 1858.  
If you go back to the articles Sandra used to write in the Messenger about the 
history of the village, I’m sure she mentioned an old local adage, saying 
something like “Move your chair nearer the fire and you’ll be in Hertfordshire”, 
referring to a particular house laying on the boundary line! 
Best regards,  A. 
 
On the subject of that mysterious picture, I have some late information: it 
seems that we misread the date; it should have been 1892, not 1792.  That puts 
it within the memory of grandparents of current villagers.  Does anyone 
remember it now?  More next month!         Ed. 
 
Letter from Jean Ford: 
 
re. Harry Ford: 
My family and I wish to thank all our friends and neighbours for their kindness, 
the many cards, and words of comfort and offers of help we have received 
since our sad loss of Harry. 
It came as a heart-warming surprise to realise that Harry had touched so many 
people’s lives and we sincerely thank each and every one of you who have 
supported us in so many ways at a difficult time. 
It was wonderful that so many people attended Harry’s funeral and we have 
gained much comfort from that too. 
In gratitude, 
 
Jean Ford and family.  
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Letter from Julie Taylor: 

Dear Dick, 
I am responding to the note in the Messenger from Brenda Putwain, for some 
feedback on the recipes which she has compiled over many years.  I have tried 
her recipes and they have been very successful. 
This Easter a lot of my family came to stay and I used her recipe for lamb with 
apricot and mint stuffing.  All I can say is that it went down a treat and I felt 
guilty that I had not done twice as much.  Take my word for it; it was quite 
delicious and very much appreciated. 
 
Thank you Brenda! 

Julie Taylor 
 

Letter from Christine Renney: 
 
Sir, 
I should like to ask the residents of Meppershall to ensure they refrain from 
parking across the small driveway at No 27 High Street, which is clearly shown 
as an access point by the road marking. 
 
I have lost count of the times I have had to leave notes, have been unable to 
move my car out etc. because of this.  Many people have said to me that it is 
“only for a couple of minutes” but those minutes add up between the various 
drivers. Today, there was ample space to park without hindrance but a 
gentleman chose to wait for his wife to return from the shop by parking directly 
across the access to our property.   
 
I do not park across other people's vehicle access and would ask they give some 
consideration to us.  I also do not sit outside their homes with the car engine 
running, music/radio playing, and so forth.  I suspect those who do not think of 
being courteous toward us would be the loudest at complaining should they be 
troubled in a similar way. 
 
Yours faithfully 
Christine Renney 
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MEPPERSHALL NEWS IN BRIEF 

 
Carers Fayre – Tuesday 23 July 10:30-2:30 
 
Carers will be warmly welcomed at an event which will address their needs for 
information, advice and financial, emotional and physical support at a Fayre to 
be held in Letchworth in July.  Sponsored by Hertfordshire County Council and 
run by the Letchworth Centre for Healthy Living, in partnership with 
CrossRoads Care and Carers in Hertfordshire, the Hertfordshire Carers Fayre 
aims to draw carers from all over North Hertfordshire for a day which could 
transform their lives. 
 
The free event will run from 10:30am to 2:30pm on Tuesday 23rd July at the 
Letchworth Centre, Rosehill Hospital, Hitchin Road, Letchworth.  Parking will be 
plentiful and free (with disabled access), with a detailed programme available 
at www.letchworthcentre.org or by request.  Join us for refreshments at the 
Carers Café and gather information from many carers’ services.  There will be 
relaxing pamper therapies to enjoy as well as group sessions to sample.  No 
booking is necessary, but enquiries can be made to the Centre on 01462 
678804 which is open from 9 am to 8:30 pm Monday- Friday and from 9 am to 
3 pm on Saturdays or email jaqui@letchworthcentre.org.   
 

Meppershall’s Marathon Runners 
 
As you may be aware, three Meppershall residents ran the London Marathon 
on 21st April this year: Wayne Mardell, Robin Sandler and Karen Lucas. Each of 
us completed the 26.2 miles on what was a fantastic, hot sunny day. It was an 
experience we will all remember with mixed emotions. 
 
Whist the day’s mood was one of celebration, our thoughts at the start were 
with the devastating events at the finish line of the Boston marathon the 
previous week. 30 seconds of silence were held, followed by a huge round of 
applause.  
 
Thousands of spectators gave us their encouragement and created a festival 
atmosphere along every step of the route, and catching a glimpse of our family 
and friends at various stages was even more special. Knowing that so many 
people back home had pledged their financial support gave us each that extra 
push to carry on.  

http://www.letchworthcentre.org/
mailto:jaqui@letchworthcentre.org


6 

 

 

 

Wayne raised £1,950 for Marie Curie Cancer Care and ran a time of 4 hours 12 
minutes, Robin raised £1,700 for Wizzkids and ran a time of 4 hours 26 minutes 
while Karen raised over £2,500 for Cardiomyopathy Association and ran a time 
of 5 hours 18 minutes, smashing her previous time from last year. 
 
We would all like to say a massive thank you to all of you who gave us your 
support, encouragement and sponsorship. You have helped these three 
wonderful causes continue their work. 
 
I felt that this great effort from our own village deserved to be recorded in full 
colour on our cover.  Very well done, all of you: those sums raised for your 
charities are truly impressive.  You have made us all proud!     Ed. 
_________________________________________________________________ 

 
THE MESSENGER NEEDS YOUR INPUT – AGAIN! 

 
1. Next month we will be bringing out the half-yearly update of our 

invaluable reference work ‘Who’s Who and What’s What in Meppershall’.  
If you are involved with any of the 45 businesses, amenities and 
organizations listed – or if you know of any that are not listed and should 
be – PLEASE CHECK the details in the issue dated December 2012 and let 
the Editor know of any changes that are required.  We know that a lot of 
people rely on this information, particularly those new to the village, so it 
is important that it should be up to date. 

 
2. The Editor and the Magazine Committee are already looking ahead to next 

year.  We are well aware that the magazine needs refreshing every so 
often with injections of new contributors and new material.  That is no 
reflection on current contributors, but recognizes they are not serving life 
sentences and at some point they will cry “hold, enough!”  Can you think 
of a subject that could provide material for, say, five issues?  I am not 
suggesting (necessarily) that you would have to write the pieces yourself, 
although if you want to that would, of course, be brilliant!  If you are able 
to come up with some interesting subject matter we can look around for 
someone to write about it.  Alternatively, if you are someone who likes to 
research on the Internet, perhaps you could write on a subject if it were 
suggested to you. Either way, please get in touch with me. 

Dick Bulley, Editor. 
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MEPPERSHALL BROWNIES 
 

  
 
We were joined this term by a further four new brownies, Jemma, Gracie, 
Kate and Summer. 

 
We spent an evening making a pretend camp fire and 
practising traditional girl-guiding campfire songs which we 
will be singing at the Arts Festival on 18 May.  We also ate 
scrummy toasted marshmallows. 

  
We enrolled Ella, Leah and Aima and spent an evening learning about 
the brownie promise by making promise mice (where the girls have to do 
lots of good turns throughout the week and tie a knot in the mouse’s tail 
for each good turn they have done and then bring them back the next 
week to show us all the knots (hopefully!).  Our newer brownies made 
promise owls. 
 
We spent an evening following our favourite song 
character, “Fred the Crazy Moose” on his travels across 
his home country of Canada.  We joined him in Ottowa 
where we made dream catchers.  We will carry on with 
Fred’s adventures next half term and learn more about this amazing 
country and customs.   
 
We are looking forward to getting out and about over the next few 
months and make the most of the lighter nights and hopefully the lovely 
warm sunny evenings! 
 
If you are interested in your daughter joining Brownies, then please 
contact Snowy Owl (Suzanne) on 07817 392325 or you can register 
online at www.girlguiding.org.uk, select the parents tab and make sure 
you put Monday afternoon and evening as an option.    

http://www.girlguiding.org.u/
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MEPPERSHALL BAKERY BEES by Roger 
  

Hi.  
I am writing this on the 10th May. After May Bank Holiday I thought Summer 
had arrived, but high winds and rain are not good weather for bees. The rape 
fields are now in full bloom and the bees should be working them, if it stops 
raining! May is swarming season but I think as last month was a bit slow, June 
is going to be a very busy month; what with some honey coming in and the 
swarming season, the bees and the beekeepers are going to be a bit rushed. 
 
We still have seven hives out of nine. We lost one and I have united one hive 
that was queen-less; I am still waiting to see if it was successful.  I still have the 
working layer to sort out.  The working layer is made up of worker bees that are 
all female and when the queen dies in the winter months the workers look 
after the brood left in the hive.  Some will start laying eggs in a haphazard 
pattern, with two or more eggs to a cell. To deal with this, I tip the bees onto 
the grass and close the hive for a short time. Some bees will die but the rest 
will go to the other hive for their own salvation.  The working layer will die 
because they have never been out of the hive before and they will be lost.  
Hives with working layers are useless, all the eggs are infertile and all hatch into 
dwarf males bees, so no workers = no honey, and the hive would die anyway. 
The queen-less hive would have gone the same way if I had not united it with a 
hive that was queen-right. 
 
A recent straw poll of BBKA suggests that average colony loss may be of the 
order of one in every three hives and this figure may rise through loss of 
queens or queens becoming drone-layers.  Apparently some beekeepers think 
that losses may eventually total as high as 50% - this is truly awful. Some 
beekeepers are saying that this is the worst twelve months in beekeeping 
within living memory. Speaking to others and assessing my own apiary, I would 
say it is the worst in my ten years. Well let’s hope that June picks up and we 
can have a good Summer Fair with lots of honey and mead and good weather, 
and not too windy as the previous year. See you there. 
 
Honey soon available at Rogers Bakery - see you there too. 
 
I unaccountably failed to mention that last month’s was the 50th article by Roger on his 
Bakery Bees.  This is a tremendous record, and we thank him very much, also for the cakes 
that he decorates specially for our presentations – see page 46 – Ed. 
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MEPPERSHALL PARISH COUNCIL REPORT 

At the May meeting the Council has its statutory annual meeting where the 
Chairman and other officers are elected for the next twelve months. At this 
year’s meeting there were no changes as all the post holders offered to 
continue. 
 
After the statutory meeting we continued with the normal monthly business 
where we commenced by considering one new planning application and made 
a grant of £300 to the Wander Bus which is a service of great benefit to the 
village. 
 
I reported to the Council on a meeting that was held on 26th April between 
Councillors, Polehanger Farm, CBC Rights of Way and the owners of a parcel of 
land in Shefford Road next to the end of the Permissive Path from Shefford. 
The purpose of the meeting was to discuss the extension of this path towards 
the centre of the village for approximately 100 metres. This would create a 
safer place where walkers could cross the road to the pavement on the other 
side. I was pleased to report that the owners of the land have kindly agreed 
that we can use their land for this extension and we are very grateful to them 
for travelling some distance to meet us. The next stage is a legal agreement 
which will be handled by CBC. 
 
There are still some vacant allotments available in the village. If you, or anyone 
you know, is interested in growing their own vegetables, ask them to contact 
the Clerk or myself. The rent is very low, starting at £12 per year and there are 
plots of all sizes available. Although we are already in the growing season, 
these can be taken on now, ready for next year. 
 
Future Parish Council Meeting Dates: 
Monday 10th June 2013 and Monday 22nd July 2013 at 7:45 pm in Meppershall 
Village Hall. There is no meeting in August, the next meeting being on Monday 
9th September. 
 
Please remember that you are welcome to attend our meetings to speak about any 
subject during our open public session. You may just wish to come along to see 
what we do or perhaps you are thinking about becoming a Councillor at the next 
election?  Whichever is the case, we look forward to seeing you. 

David Foskett  
Chairman, Meppershall Parish Council – chairman@meppershall.org.uk  

mailto:chairman@meppershall.org.uk
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YOUR COUNCIL TAX 
 

The Messenger does not normally tackle this kind of subject, but we 
are involved because the report of the Parish Council meeting in our 
February issue appeared to conflict with the message that we all 
received on our Council Tax Demands.  The Messenger report said 
that the Council had agreed to no change in the Precept, while the 
Tax Demand said it had gone up by 4.2%.  As a Councillor who had 
agreed to “no increase”, I was as surprised as anyone by this 
apparent conflict. 
 
The matter was discussed at the recent Council meeting, at which the 
Clerk to the Council, Chris Waghorn, explained what had happened; I 
am grateful to Chris for his permission to make use of his research. 
 
In fact, the Precept - that is the amount of money that the Parish 
Council gets from Central Beds (CBC) for its Parish use - did not go up: 
it remained at £37,000.  However, CBC expresses the precept in 
terms of “Band D equivalent”, i.e. as a percentage of the tax paid by 
the owner of a notional house in Council Tax band D.  In tax year 
2012/13 CBC used a figure of 719 such houses for Meppershall, but in 
2013/14 their figure went down to 690 because the Central 
Government decided that all properties which had received Council 
Tax Benefit (now changed to Council Tax Support) should be left out 
of the calculation.  Thus our Precept of £37,000 was the equivalent of 
£51.46 for each of 719 houses but £53.62 for each of 690 houses, an 
increase of 4.2%. 
 
We all need to remember: there are lies, damn lies, and statistics! 
 

Dick Bulley, Editor and Parish Councillor. 
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MEPPERSHALL FESTIVAL 2013 
MUSIC, ARTS AND CRAFTS 

Once again this great annual event has brought together so many of us in the village 
to celebrate and enjoy our home-grown talent, and once again we were dazzled by 
the extent and variety of the talent on show. 
To start in chronological order, with the Arts & Crafts Exhibition on Saturday 
afternoon: there is something unique about coming into the buzzing Village Hall, 
meeting friends and discovering that so many of them have unsuspected talents.  I 
did not know that we have not one but two accomplished wood-turners in the 
village, and someone (not me, worse luck) was lucky enough to win the table lamp 
made with such skill and precision by Ted Putwain. 
There were beautiful hand-made beads and other hand-crafted ceramics of various 
kinds; I counted three displays of paintings and drawings and some wonderful 
needlework, and I cannot fail to mention Ron Mitchell’s computer-controlled model 
railway layout with its wonderfully detailed buildings and shrubbery, and John 
Chapman’s slide show of last year’s steam rally and his surgery for computer and 
photography problems, the whole experience rounded off by tea and some 
wonderful home-made cakes.  So, many thanks and congratulations are due to all 
who exhibited, and to Jacqui Plumley & Gill Smith who organised it all. 
Moving on to the evening concert: once again, a galaxy of talent, much of it featuring 
our younger residents, with lovely singing by the Lower School Choir and the massed 
Brownies.  Among the performers brave enough to perform solo, the clapometer 
registered maximum readings for Louis Bradshaw on the piano, Maya Cox on the 
clarinet and for Gemma Parr-Smith’s beautiful voice.  In the second half the adults 
had their turn and we were memorably entertained by Sue Chappell on the piano, 
the Consortium string quartet, Nathan Challinor on his electric guitar and our own, 
our very own Karen Mitchell on her own!  No less than two barber-shop quartets, one 
of each gender, performed during the evening, with the talented Foskett family 
contributing to both of them.  Topping and tailing the Show was our own Village 
Choir, directed by Wendy Corms – haven’t they matured since their somewhat 
hesitant early days, was it only 3 years ago?  The whole show was organised without 
a hitch by Colette House and smoothly linked by Albane Lester and her handsome 
assistant.  Many thanks to them, to all the performers and to the supporting cast in 
front of house, the sound and lighting gallery and not forgetting the bar.  Well done 
every one of you!                                                 Dick Bulley – Ed. 
Dear Dick, 

Folk might enjoy listening to some clips and talk from the Village Festival tonight - I've 
uploaded an Audioboo here on the facebook page, which anyone can listen to 
whether or not they have joined Facebook (although of course we'd love them to 
'Like' the Church Facebook Page.) facebook.com/stmarysmeppershall 
All good wishes for the Messenger.   Andrew Goodman +, St Mary’s Rectory  

https://www.facebook.com/stmarysmeppershall
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YOUR SHOUT 
with Trevor Thorley 
 

  

 

WINIFRED ANN HERMAN 10.02.1937 – 03.04.2013:  
A Service of Thanksgiving to celebrate the life of Winifred Ann Herman took 
place in St. Mary’s Church on Wednesday, April 17 2013. 
Devoted wife of Ivor and mother of two daughters Teresa and Dianne, Ann 
passed away on April 3 2013 after a long and painful illness. 
Ivor and Ann were married in Doddington, Cambridgeshire on July 5, 1958, 
celebrating their Golden Wedding almost five years ago. 
Ann trained as a nurse but was soon to move into a career of midwifery and 
was both competent and popular in her work as was described at the service 
by colleague Lydia Fitzgerald in her tribute to Ann. 
Ann had worked within a small community in Bedfordshire for many years. She 
was well known in the area, having often delivered all the children, sometimes 
from several generations of the same family. She was well liked by the mothers 
and families, respected for her honesty, her professionalism and compassion. 
Ann was a strong advocate for women and her medical and midwifery 
colleagues had great respect for her judgement and opinions. 
She also had a great sense of humour. On duty one Christmas, a certain student 
midwife turned up wearing tinsel for the occasion. She had a spare piece of 
tinsel and presented this to Ann insisting that she should wear some too. After 
much procrastination she succumbed, claiming that she had never felt so silly 
in her life, but continued to wear it all day no doubt giving some light hearted 
pleasure to her patients. 
Clinically Ann was the person whom her colleagues found they could call upon 
for advice and commonsense and she developed a reputation for her sincere 
professionalism, enthusiasm and skills that she was able to pass on to others. 
Ivor was always by her side and was very supportive. He took great joy in 
listening to Anne’s stories and her experiences with students, reflecting on the 
book that Ann and her colleagues might have written as The Bedfordshire 
Midwives. 
In retirement Ann and Ivor moved to Meppershall approximately twelve years 
ago, moving into Rectory Road. 
One action we were able to perform through The Friends of St. Mary’s was to 
make space for Anne’s wheelchair, enabling her to come as our guest and to  
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enjoy, with Ivor, the Kenny Ball concert that we hosted in St. Mary’s Church on 
Saturday, October 9 2010. I understand, through Ivor, that she thoroughly 
enjoyed the event; we in return were delighted that she was able to come. 
The Thanksgiving Service on April 17 was a lovely one, and it was fitting that 
the church was full. Hymns chosen were ‘Kumba yah, my Lord’ ‘Dear Lord and 
Father of Mankind’ and ‘How Great Thou Art’. A poem was read by 
granddaughters Charlotte and Katie and ‘Moonlight and Roses’ was played 
from the wedding service of Ivor and Anne’s wedding in 1958. 
The Committal, for close family, was at St. Mary’s Church, Maulden. 
Afterwards family and friends gathered at The Crown in Shillington for 
refreshments.  
    
CONGRATULATIONS to Karen Lucas on completing the London Marathon and 
bettering her time this year in 5 hours 18 minutes.  
 
MEPPERSHALL SUMMER FAIR: Don’t forget this year’s special day with the 
Hurricane Flypast and much more on Saturday June 29, from 1pm to 5pm. FREE 
ENTRY! 
 

REMEMBER IT IS YOUR SHOUT Call Trevor on 01462 813357 or email: 
trevor.thorley1@btinternet.com 

 

 

 

  St Mary's Church Meppershall tea towels and mugs for sale! 
 

Did you know that the Village Stores sells mugs and tea towels 
commemorating our beautiful church of St Mary's? Please have a 
look! The quality Linen Union tea towels also show other important 
village institutions (village hall and the school, to name a couple) 
drawn by a local artist.  Both mugs and tea towels have the attractive 
traditional blue colour of St Mary.  
Prices are as follows: 
Linen Union St Mary’s Tea Towels: 1 for £4.50, 2 for £8.00, 3 for 
£12.00, 4 for £15.00.  St Mary's mugs: £3.50 each or 3 for £10. 
Rest assured that all proceeds from the sale of these items go 
towards church funds. With thanks for your valued support. 

Contact: Brenda Wright on 816446. 
 

 
 

mailto:trevor.thorley1@btinternet.com


14 

 

 

 

Meppershall C of E VA Lower School 

‘An outstanding Church of England School’ 
June 2008 and December 2010 

 
School Report – May 2013 

 
First of all an urgent newsflash from our PTA… 
There has been a change of date for the Fashion Show which was 
advertised in last month’s Messenger. Unfortunately, a few days 
after publication, the main supplier for the Fashion Show pulled out 
and they were unable to find an alternative supplier at such short 
notice.  However, rather than cancel the Fashion Show and 
disappoint everyone the PTA decided to reschedule the show for 
October – with a different supplier!  The village hall has already been 
booked and plans are well under way.  Please put Saturday 12th 
October in your diary and keep a look out for further information!   
 
Our children have been very busy and here is a snapshot of what they 
have been learning so far: 
    
ACORNS 

This half term Acorn's class topic has been Elmer. The children have 

made some fantastic elephants using milk bottles and have had lots 

of fun covering different elephants in berries as Elmer did in the 

book. We did not have any elephant coloured berries though and I 

think more of the berries ended up in Acorn's tummies than on the 

elephants. 

BEECHES 
 

Beeches Class has now been transformed into Beeches Hospital.  The 
children have a new class mate, Fred our class skeleton, who was 
very kindly lent to us by Caitlin’s parents.  Fred has helped us to learn   
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all about our bodies.  Fred left several notes for us and told us to 
send a letter to the doctors on his behalf and to write him a funny 
poem all about his funny bones.  
We now know a lot more about what is under our skin and I think we 

may have a few doctors, midwives and nurses in the making.  

WILLOWS 

In Willows Class we had a very special visitor: Mrs Fleming! She 
answered lots of interesting questions about being a nurse.  The 
children were able to check their heart rate and oxygen levels.  Some 
even had a sling put on. Thank you Mrs Fleming for a brilliant 
afternoon.  We really had fun. 
The children have produced some great homework about nocturnal 

animals and some lovely art work too.   

 

CEDARS 

Our Rainforest Topic started brilliantly, with the children all bringing 

in rucksacks packed ready for an adventure into the Amazon jungle!  

They were well equipped - with hammocks, insect repellent, 

binoculars, water purifying tablets and even a camouflaged shelter.  

We all then trekked into the ‘jungle’ to see what we could see and 

hear.  The children also learnt about rainforest tribes, making their 

own feather arm-bands and putting tribal face paints on each other.  

Our music session that day took place in our ‘jungle hut’ where the 

children all took part in a Rainforest Drumming workshop.  Our ears 

are only just recovering!   

  Lyn Fairweather 
Headteacher 

STOP PRESS 
The Festival of Music, Crafts & Arts raised £536.77 for Meppershall Evergreens! 
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SHEFFORD LEISURE GROUP 
 
By Enid Pamment 

 
Upon arrival in London for our Coronations and Celebrations adventure, we 
were escorted by Jeannie, our Guide, to the Central Westminster Hall to 
refresh ourselves before crossing to Westminster Abbey where we divided into 
two groups and were introduced to our second Guide, Victoria.  The Guides 
explained to us the wonderful history of Westminster Abbey and pointed out 
the many places of interest including the Tomb of the Unknown Warrior, which 
was surrounded by poppies, and the resting place of Queen Elizabeth I.  We 
were also told how it takes an army of cleaners to clean up all the chewing gum 
which has been stuck on columns, floors and tombs – how disgusting! Several 
of us stayed in the crypt for lunch, others returning to Central Hall Westminster 
whilst the remainder made their way to one of the many nearby pubs. 
At precisely 2.15pm we met our Guide to board our coach where we were 
given the golden ticket to drive through The Mall up to Buckingham Palace and 
on through Hyde Park, where the Queen learnt to ride and where she spent 
much of her childhood. We were also able to see both Clarence House, which 
was the home of the Queen Mother for many years, and the memorial to 
Princess Diane, before being dropped off in Mayfair for a walk through the 
Burlington Arcade into Piccadilly.  Here some of us even visited Fortnum and 
Mason’s!  There was just time enough for a last minute ‘cuppa’ before boarding 
the coach for our homeward journey. 
 
Forthcoming Events 2013 (Kindly telephone for details) 

Pasque Harmony Presents at the Grove Theatre 
Dunstable – minibus available 

Sunday 9th June at 6 
pm. 

Medway Mosaic – Rochester, with Guide Wednesday 12th June 

Royal Ascot – Ladies day Thursday 20th June 

Sandringham Flower Show Wednesday 31st July 

Man-made wonders at the heart of Essex Wednesday 7th August 

Centenary Floral Fanfare (NAFAS) - 
Central Hall, Westminster 

Saturday 7th September 

HMS Belfast & the Cabinet War Rooms Sat  21st September 

Lord Mayor’s Show Sat 9th November 

Ely Cathedral Christmas Gift and Food Fair Saturday 16th Nov 
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Thursford Christmas Spectacular Wednesday 27th Nov. 

Holidays: 2013 (Kindly telephone for more details) 

Lochs & Glens, staying in Dunoon 7th – 13th July  

Austria by Coach (overnight in Cologne), including 
4 superb excursions.   

18th – 25th  August 

Bournemouth, staying at The Sands Hotel for a 
Tinsel & Turkey break 

4th – 8th December 

London Shows currently available (Arranged by Stevenage Group Travel) are:  
Matinees - Leaving Shefford at 11am - price includes coach: 

Lion King – Lyceum Theatre – Stalls Seats Wednesday 5th June 

Top Hat- Aldwych Theatre – Dress Circle seats Tuesday 18th June 

Bodyguard – Adelphi Theatre – Dress Circle  Friday 19th July 
 (leaving 1.30 pm) 

RPO- Great Classic Grand Opera Gala – RAH 
Choice of front Arena or Front Circle seats 

Sunday 27th October 

John Rutter Christmas Celebration – RAH – Arena 
& Mid Choir seats 

Thursday 12th 
December 

Disney on Ice – O2 Arena - First price seats  Sunday 29th December 
(leaving 10.15 am) 

Evening Shows - Leaving Shefford at 4.15pm - price includes coach: 

Special Offer: 2 for 1 – RPO, Bernstein Night – 
Cadogan Hall, Gallery seats 

Tuesday 11th June 

Charlie & the Chocolate Factory – Drury Lane 
Theatre – Stalls seats 

Wednesday 12th June 

From Here to Eternity – Shaftsbury Theatre -  
Royal Circle seats 

Wednesday 9th October 

 
For all holidays, which include hotel accommodation, Shefford Leisure Group 
acts as an agent for the Tour Operator; their terms and conditions apply. 
Shefford Leisure Group is open to all in the local community who feel they 
would like to join us on our ventures and see places they would not see under 
their own steam.  We are always happy to meet new friends. 
 
Raffles are held and all the proceeds are for Keech Hospice Care for Children.  
For further information regarding dates, prices, and availability, or to receive 
our monthly newsletter, please contact Enid on 01462 851397 or e-mail 
Enidpamment@aol.com.                          

 Enid Pamment – Shefford Leisure Group  
  

mailto:Enidpamment@aol.com
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FINANCIAL NEWS UPDATE                           with Paul Savuto 

 
Paul Savuto has very kindly agreed to fill this slot for a couple of months while Jon Ingarfill  is 
busy starting up his own business.  We look forward to welcoming Jon back in due course 
and will then have the luxury of a stable of two financial advisers! 
Paul works for DGS Independent Financial Advisers and can be contacted at email: 
ps@dgsifa.com, where he will be happy to receive your questions 
 

 

Some Financial Questions and Answers 
 
Q: I am ‘asset rich’ and ‘cash poor’, but if I use an Equity Release scheme to 
access some of the money locked up in my property, can I possibly lose my 
home? 
A: Most equity release providers are members of SHIP – Safe Home Income 
Plan – which provides a code of conduct and series of rules that equity release 
providers abide by. It states three important things:  
1) Equity release customers must have the right to reside in their property for 
their lifetime 
2) No Negative Equity Guarantee – the customer can never owe more than the 
value of the property 
3) Providers must be open, clear and honest about their contracts.   
Equity release can be used for many reasons: holidays, home improvements, 
funding lifestyles or an early inheritance to children.  However, it can have a 
negative effect on the value of your beneficiary’s inheritance, and on the level 
of some State benefits you might be entitled to.  Therefore, it should be 
discussed with a qualified adviser and also with your children and dependents 
before deciding whether to proceed.  
 

Q: I want to take out ‘life and critical illness’ cover to protect my wife and 
children in case anything happens to me, but my wife doesn’t trust insurance 
companies and thinks we should do the lottery instead.  What do you think? 
A: I think that if you don’t protect yourself on death or from suffering a critical 
illness, you are already playing the lottery!  You have about a 1 in 14 million 
chance of winning the lottery, but figures from Cancer Research UK suggest 
that you have a 1 in 3 chance of suffering some form of cancer during your 
lifetime.  The British Heart Foundation reports that around 146,000 people 
suffer a heart attack every year, and nearly 1.2 million people have suffered a 
stroke.  The majority of providers are paying out over 90% of critical illness and 
death claims, with most of those not being paid out being due primarily to   

mailto:ps@dgsifa.com
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deliberate non-disclosure.  The pay out from a life or critical illness policy won’t 
make the emotional impact of death or serious illness any easier to deal with, 
but it will help to ensure that the ongoing bills are paid, and that your family 
can continue with their lifestyle. 
 
Handy ‘Do's and Don'ts’ to help savers in this low interest rate environment: 
 
1. Compare rates: Generally, the higher rates can be found on fixed rate bonds 
or notice accounts rather than instant or easy access accounts. If you already 
have money in a savings account, check the rate of interest you are getting. 
Some older accounts pay as little as 0.1% interest and there are better rates 
available. 
2. Regular savings accounts: This type of account can often pay a high rate in 
comparison to other savings accounts. However, you will have to commit to a 
fixed monthly contribution between a minimum and maximum amount 
(typically £25 to £300), usually for 12 months. Many accounts won’t permit 
penalty-free withdrawals until the year is up. 
3. Make the most of your ISA: These should be the first place you put your 
savings. You can save up to £5,760 in a cash ISA this tax year (2013-14), plus a 
further £5,760 in a stocks & shares ISA.  The interest received is tax-free. This 
means, for example, that putting your money in a cash ISA offering an interest 
rate of 3% will get you the same returns as if you put it in a standard savings 
account offering 3.75% if you are a basic rate tax payer, or 5% if you are a 
higher rate tax payer. 
4. Moving your money around: Make the most of introductory offers. Some 
savings accounts try to lure customers with attractive rates which drop after a 
certain period of time. But if you want the best rates, you should make the 
most of these deals. Make sure you know exactly when the introductory rate 
ends and make a note in your diary, so you are ready to switch to a better deal. 
5. Protection: The Financial Services Compensation Scheme (FSCS) is there to 
protect UK savers in the event that a bank or other institution goes bust. The 
scheme is regulated by the FCA (formerly FSA). The FSCS protects all UK-
regulated deposits up to £85,000 per person per institution. The “per 
institution” part is important.  A series of takeovers and mergers in the banking 
industry mean in some cases several brands are covered under one banking 
license. For example, savings with the AA, Birmingham Midshires and Saga all 
come under the Bank of Scotland Plc license, while Alliance & Leicester and 
Cahoot are part of Santander. 
                                                                            By Paul Savuto APFS, Chartered Financial Planner 
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POLEHANGER: A FARMING DIARY 
 
Episode 43 

  

I am a practiced procrastinator (put-er off-er). If you cross-pollinate that with 
distractions, you get someone who is often late for the things that should 
matter (important) but present at things that are more pressing (urgent) or 
interesting (at the time). You can probably see where this is going . . . This is 
puzzling because in farming we have to be ready and prepared before the time 
to act, in order to be on time for any particular process, and I have been 
relatively on top of that job. Maybe that’s why I don’t write for a living! I 
haven’t researched a Big Subject this month - other things on my mind. I hope 
you don’t mind! However I have a collection of interesting facts gleaned from 
the news harvest and I thought it might be interesting to include them below. 
Some you may be aware of, some you will not. So, in no particular order: 
 
In 1945 the average value of farmland was £35 an acre: today it is at a ‘record’ 
high of £6,156. Does anyone have comparable prices for an average 3 bed-
house in Meppershall? 
 
18% of the world population is Chinese farmers. A switch to hi-tech Western 
agricultural systems is not the simple answer to providing enough food for the 
world’s growing population. If those Chinese farmers were to do so, huge 
numbers would have to move into cities, which is not the answer for China. We 
will have to get smarter and better at using the resources available locally and 
process them really well in a way that suits the social as well as the economic 
needs locally. 
 
Have you ever had a Bedfordshire Clanger? I’m sure I haven’t. I don’t even 
know what is in them without researching. Does / can our bakery make them? 
Local cuisine based on local ingredients and ‘well done’ is a welcome 
divergence from globalization that insists on giving us mange-tout peas and 
courgettes, for instance, all the year round.  
10,000 tonnes of yoghurt are lost from 2 billion 125 gm yoghurt pots due to the 

fact that spoons cannot access all the pots’ contents! (This according to 

Alcimed: who works all this out?)  
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50,000 farm animals are now feared to have perished in the March 
snowstorms, 17,600 of those in N Ireland alone and 8000 on The Isle of Man. 
The very wet summer last year and very late spring this year have meant that 
forage stocks have been exhausted before the new grass has grown, 6 weeks 
later than expected in some cases. The cost of buying in forage that is in high 
demand and short supply is further crippling livestock businesses in the north 
and west. 
 
Eastern region lowland arable growers have organized deliveries of haylage and 
silage into those areas, free of charge. 
 
The latest bovine TB figures released by Defra show that 3,215 cattle were 
slaughtered across Great Britain in January 2013 – up 24% on the same period 
in 2012. 
 
Weetabix, which prides itself on using 100% British wheat, has had to halt 
some of its production due to the poor quality and low yields of last year’s 
harvest.  
 
Gold has risen 1% in value over the past 12 months whereas farmland has risen 
4%. Both are seen as safe ‘havens’ for investors in times of uncertainty. Gold is 
much easier to buy and sell than land! 
 
I am still hoping for some comments about things agricultural/ rural. It doesn’t 
have to be controversial or adversarial; just comment.  
 
Michael Foster’s Diary, June 1963 (Italics = my comment) 
3rd: (Whitsun Bank Holiday). Up at 4.30am to irrigate Brussels sprouts newly 
planted. Played tennis in evening. (Long day!) 
12th: Up at 5am for quiet meditation out on farm track overlooking fields. It is 
good to see things on farm and in life in the early morning sunshine. (An 
unhurried and prayerful perspective brings relief from the pressure of the frantic 
work load described in the previous two weeks) 
16th: (Felixstowe with family for a short break) Swim in sea (East coast!!) before 
breakfast with Christopher. (I must have been very easily led at that age! You 
won’t catch me in the sea these days unless it’s the Mediterranean in August.) 
27th: TB test (on whole dairy herd including youngstock).Final vet check 
indicates all clear. (Big relief: you never knew if it was lurking) 

Chris Foster: 15th May 2013  
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LIFE ON THE WILD SIDE 

By JEREMY HOLDEN 

The Bengal Florican 
 
It seems incredible that on such a huge planet as ours some species survive in 
such low numbers. During the last days of April I drove out of Phnom Penh to 
look for one of these species – the Bengal Florican, Cambodia’s most rare bird.  
It was the last chance I would get to see them this dry season, because once 
the rains start and the water begins to inundate the seasonal flood plains 
where the floricans breed, the birds must move on. 
 
There are an estimated 300 floricans left in Cambodia, and perhaps twice as 
many in Nepal and northern Indian, meaning that the global population could 
be fewer than 1000 birds. Throughout their range their numbers are steadily 
diminishing with habitat loss blamed as the primary factor. At the current rate 
of decline the Cambodian population is predicted to become extinct in less 
than a decade.  
 
The male is a striking bird, the size of a turkey on long stilt legs. His inky black 
upper parts and bold white wings (which appear as a thick white bar when 
closed) make him easy to spot in 
the flat grasslands. This is for 
good reason: the floricans are 
visual creatures. Although they 
make a call, it is a surprisingly 
quiet noise for such a big bird – 
a soft but far carrying k’sup that 
gives the bird its local name. The 
males guard their territories 
with a display flight, rising into 
the air like a huge white moth, 
before flopping back down. This 
display can be seen from a long 
way off and males constantly seem to be   
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scanning the horizon for evidence of rivals. By contrast the female is far more 
discreet, so much so that actually finding one is difficult. Like many bird 
species, she is cryptically coloured to match the striations of the grass in which 
she nests. But the females also seem to be naturally scarcer.  I saw only one, 
squatting in the grass, perhaps hoping to fool me with her camouflage.  
Seeing a rare creature is always a thrill, but for me it is often accompanied by a 
sense of sadness, too. I realised while I was looking at the males displaying - 
driven by their instincts and completely unaware of how precarious their 
situation is - that If this population does decline to a single male, he will 
continue to display and scan the horizon for rivals or a cryptically-coloured 
mate. A futile activity, but he will have no choice.  
 
A relative of the florican, the great bustard, has already suffered this fate in 
England. Once Britain’s biggest native bird, it finally went extinct in the mid-19th 
Century, a victim of trophy hunting. But In recent years a programme to 
reintroduce these birds to Sailsbury Plain in Wiltshire appears to be flourishing 
and the great bustard is back on the UK bird list.  
 
Watching the antics of the floricans reminded me of another British bird, the 
red kite. Twenty years ago I made a similar pilgrimage to Aberystwyth to see 
the UK’s last population of these beautiful raptors.  At that time there were 
perhaps 20 birds left. Two decades later and this same rarity can now 
commonly be seen in Meppershall (something I would never have believed 
possible as a child). This success is a result of a reintroduction initiative, 
changing agricultural practices, and protection.  
 
But what is the future for the floricans? Changing agricultural practices are 
altering the way the landscape is used and in consequence destroying their 
habitat. Although conservation work is underway the pressures of 
development might prove too great. What is clear, however, this that as long as 
there are individuals remaining there is still a chance; the great bustards and 
red kites have proved that. As conservationists we must be like that imaged last 
male florican – always scanning the horizon for hope. 
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THE LUCY PAGES 
By Lucy Standbridge 

Aged 11  
              
 

For the next couple of months, I am going to be interviewing some 
residents of Meppershall. This month I have interviewed firstly, my 
piano teacher, Val Moules and then my brother, Toby Standbridge. 
 
Val Moules 
 
How long have you lived in the village? 
I’ve lived here for 31 years! 
 
What road do you live in? 
Taylors Close 
 
What changes have you seen in your time here? 
There is more traffic and a lot more housing. 
 
Do you work and where? 
I give piano lessons mainly at my home but I do go out and give them 
in Meppershall. 
 
What do you enjoy doing and what are your hobbies? 
I like singing in the Village Choir and playing the piano. 
 
What village activities do you enjoy? 
I enjoy being part of the Village Choir; I like walking my dog and 
enjoying the countryside; I enjoy the Summer Fair and watching and 
supporting the Meppershall Players in their shows. 
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Toby Standbridge 
 
How old are you? 
I’m 8. 
 
How long have you lived in the village? 
8 years- all my life! 
 
What road do you live in? 
Fildyke Road 
 
What do you enjoy doing and what are your hobbies? 
I play rugby for Ampthill and I’m learning falconry at the Shuttleworth 
Bird of Prey Centre. 
 
What village activities do you enjoy? 
Watching the Meppershall Players and school clubs - I represented 
the school at tag rugby and cricket. 
 
What’s your favourite bird of prey? 
The peregrine falcon. 
 
Who is your favourite rugby player and which team do you 
support? 
My favourite rugby player is Courtney Lawes and I support 
Northampton Saints. 
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CALENDAR OF MEPPERSHALL EVENTS 

 

June 2013 
 

Sunday 2nd    
Shefford Coronation Fete 1.00 – 5.00 pm Memorial Grounds 

Monday 10th    

Parish Council Meeting 7.45 pm Village Hall 
Saturday 15th    

Pre-School Open Day 10.00 am – 1.00pm Village Hall 

Wednesday 19th    

Meppershall Players AGM 7.30 pm Village Hall 
Thursday 27th    

Evergreens 2.15 – 4.00 pm The Sugar Loaf 

Saturday 29th    

Meppershall Summer Fair 1.00 – 5.00 pm Foster’s Field 
Sunday 30th   

Young Farmers Tractor Run  Silsoe 

 

July 2013 
 

Monday 8th    

Parish Council Meeting 7.45 pm Village Hall 

Thursday 11th    

Evergreens 2.15 – 4.00 pm The Sugar Loaf 
Tuesday 23rd    

Carers’ Fayre 10.30 am - 2.30 pm The Letchworth Centre 

Thursday 25th    

Evergreens 2.15 – 4.00 pm The Sugar Loaf 
Monday 29th – Thursday 1st Aug   

Sparks 10.00 am – 2.00 pm St Mary’s Church 
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PUZZLE PAGE 

Su Doku 101 

 
 

Su Doku 102 

 

(Solutions on page 29 – with thanks to Paul Smith)  

7 6 4 3

1 3 6

4 2

2 8 1 5

1 4

9

5 2

4 2 6 1

9 7 5

2

7 1

5 2 1 8

8 6 1

7 3 2 4

4 1 7 8

9 6

3 5 7

3
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MEPPERSHALL SOCIAL CLUB 

Membership charges: 
    SINGLE £7.50 

FAMILY £15.00 

OAP SINGLE: £5.00    OAP FAMILY: £10.00 

MEMBERSHIP FORMS AVAILABLE FROM THE BAR 
 
 
 

1st Monday                                   Games Night 

Cards, dominoes, board games 

Challenge a friend to game over a drink 
 

 

 
2nd Sunday   

Quiz Night 
With Quiz Master Paul Carne at 7:30 pm 

£1 per person. No Maximum Team size 

Half money taken will be 1st prize 

The rest will go to Keech Cottage 

 
 
3rd Wednesday 

Food Night 
 Food served at 8.00 - £3 per person 

Tickets available from the bar or by calling Gemma on 07968 529282 
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Solution to Su Doku 101 
 

 
 
 
Solution to Su Doku 102 

 
 
 
 
 
 
  

7 2 9 6 5 4 3 8 1

8 1 5 7 2 3 9 6 4

6 4 3 1 8 9 5 2 7

2 8 6 3 4 7 1 9 5

1 9 7 5 6 8 4 3 2

5 3 4 2 9 1 6 7 8

3 7 8 9 1 5 2 4 6

4 5 2 8 3 6 7 1 9

9 6 1 4 7 2 8 5 3

9 3 1 8 2 6 4 7 5

8 7 4 5 9 1 6 3 2

6 5 2 7 4 3 1 8 9

2 8 9 4 6 5 7 1 3

7 6 5 1 3 8 9 2 4

4 1 3 9 7 2 8 5 6

5 4 7 2 1 9 3 6 8

1 2 6 3 8 4 5 9 7

3 9 8 6 5 7 2 4 1
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MEPPERSHALL CRIME REPORT 
 

What follows is a copy of the report presented by PCSO Gill Richardson to the meeting of the 

Parish Council on Monday 13
th

 May. 

 

There have been two recorded crimes within the past month. 
 

Committed Date Offence Street Area Beat 

06/05/2013 
Criminal Damage to 

Dwellings 
High Street Meppershall 885 

28/04/2013 
Other Theft or 

Unauthorised Taking 
Hitchin Road Meppershall 885 

 

The Criminal Damage to a dwelling occurred at the rear of a property where a 
window was cracked by an unknown implement.  The other theft occurred at a local 
business.  Offenders were disturbed and thankfully did not get away with the metal 
sheets they were trying to steal. 
On another note, it has been brought to my attention that a large white van has been 
seen around the village recently trying to sell memory foam mattresses.  The male 
driver claims to be from Stoke on Trent and that he is a bedroom fitter working on 
the new house builds in Shefford.  His tactics include saying that he has already sold 
items to other Meppershall residents and the stock he is selling is not now needed for 
the show homes.  He tells a very convincing story by all accounts.  Clearly I would not 
recommend residents buying anything from this man no matter how tempting the 
price might be – you could potentially be buying stolen property!  I would encourage 
residents to call 101 if you see or are approached by the man or for anything else that 
looks suspicious.  I would much rather be given the opportunity to attend the 
location and challenge people even if they turn out to be legitimate. 
On a positive note I would like to bring to the Council’s attention the good work that 
is being done by the village’s Speed Watch Team.  They have been out on several 
occasions over the past month and are doing a fantastic job in slowing traffic down 
and making drivers aware of their speed. 
If there are any questions or issues that are raised please do not hesitate to contact 
me. 
 
Kind regards 
Gill 
PCSO 3659 Gill Richardson 
Bedfordshire Police, Shefford, Stotfold & Arlesey Local Policing Team 
Biggleswade Police Station 
Station Road, Biggleswade  SG18 8AL 
Wk : 01234 842515  Mb : 07931294618  
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Crime Plummets Again in Bedfordshire 
“Less crime means fewer victims” says Chief Constable Alf Hitchcock after 
Bedfordshire Police recorded some of the largest reductions in the country in the 12 
month period to December 2012, particularly in key offences such as burglary and 
violent crime. The dramatic fall in overall crime, 15% compared with a national 
average of 8%, follows the previous three months which also saw a huge reduction 
across the county. 
 

“The figures published today continue to show the force is achieving the aim of 
fighting crime and protecting the public, ensuring residents of Bedfordshire are less 
likely to be a victim of crime than the national average,” said Mr Hitchcock. “We are 
not complacent but the significant fall in crime is testimony to the great job the men 
and women of Bedfordshire Police are doing, day in day out, to fight crime and 
protect the public against a backdrop of real cuts to resources.” 
 

“For some time now our priority has been focused on tackling and reducing the 
number of homes broken into across the county and these figures show we have 
achieved this with huge reductions in house burglaries. The force is also ranked 
second highest when it comes to reducing break-ins to other buildings such as 
sheds, outbuildings and business premises.” 
 

“Bedfordshire is a force that continues to punch above its weight; however we can 
only do this with the support of the public and volunteers, including the Special 
Constabulary and Cadets, who we rely on to help prevent crime.” 
 

Bedfordshire’s Police and Crime Commissioner, Olly Martins added; “The officers 
and staff of Bedfordshire Police are to be congratulated on another good year of 
cutting crime, particularly burglary, even at a time of government funding cuts and 
organisational upheaval. The recent success of Operation Sabre, including significant 
numbers of arrests across the county for offences related to burglary and handling, 
demonstrates the Force’s determination to take the fight against crime to the 
criminals, especially those offenders who cause our communities most harm. This is 
how we will continue to cut crime and make our county safer.” 
 
Bedfordshire has seen some of the largest reductions in crime rates in England and 
Wales including: 
• 15% reduction in overall crime – 4th largest reduction in England and Wales 
• 14% reduction in Domestic Burglary – the 11th largest reduction (8% decrease 
nationally) 
• 28% reduction in other burglary – the 2nd highest reduction 
• 18% reduction in Violence Against the Person – the 3rd highest reduction (6% 
decrease nationally) 
• 17% reduction in offences against vehicles – the 15th highest reduction 
• 15% reduction in Criminal Damage – the 8th highest reduction (8% decrease 
nationally) 
Bedfordshire’s overall crime rate for the period was 59.7 crimes per 1000 population, 
below the England and Wales rate of 67.0 crimes per 1000 population. 
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FILM REVIEW                                                                   By Carlie Newman 
 

Oblivion is obviously the big picture this month. I found the movie 
rather baffling so I am using the review by a friendly fellow critic. 
Carol Allen writes: 
 
After making his first feature film Tron: Legacy, Joseph Kosinksi wrote 
OBLIVION (12A) as a twelve page short story, which he dreamed of 
turning into a movie. But before that happened, he wrote it as a 
graphic novel, which also acted as a sort of "promotional story 
board" to attract investors. With a history like that, it's no surprise 
that the final product is a spectacular big screen film with a major 
star in the lead. 

 
Olga Kurylenko and Tom Cruise in Oblivion  
 
Tom Cruise plays Jack Harper, who with his wife/co-worker Vika 
(Andrea Riseborough) is stationed on the now ravaged earth of the 
future. As Jack explains in the opening voice over, the planet is now a 
devastated wasteland as a result of a war with alien invaders known 
as the Scavs. The last of the human survivors are living on a satellite 
station out in space. His job is to extract the last of the Earth's vital   



34 

 

 

 

resources for them, (like a sort of space age oil prospector), prior to 
joining his fellows when they relocate to one of Jupiter's moons. But 
Jack is troubled by strange dreams about his life on earth before this 
holocaust, and when he rescues a young woman (Olga Kurylenko), 
whose space craft crashes in his "back yard", he gradually comes to 
realise that his reality is not at all what it seems.  
 
The look of the film is, as I say, spectacular. The vast barren 
landscape; the futuristic plane cum helicopter in which Jack travels 
the planet in the course of his work; intriguing glimpses of what is left 
of Earth - well New York - as it once was; and the Skytower, where 
Jack and Vika live and from where she navigates his expeditions and 
communicates with their controller Sally (Melissa Leo) in outer space. 
Perched on stilts high above the wasteland, their base is an 
impressive and beautiful piece of imaginative domestic architecture 
as it might be some sixty years from now.  
 
And we also have Morgan Freeman, not playing God this time, but 
somewhat underused as the voice of truth, who leads Jack to 
discover the truth behind the illusion. 
 
The true nature of the situation, which is gradually revealed to Jack is 
actually an intriguing Isaac Asimov type meditation on love, reality 
and the nature of humanity but as the film progresses it all gets 
rather overwhelmed by the spectacle and hardware - more aerial 
battles than even Top Gun managed, explosions by the score and 
noise drowning out some of the more philosophical plot points. The 
most successful sequences are the intimate scenes between Vika and 
Jack in the Skytower. The technology that film makers now have at 
their disposal to feed cinema audiences' ravenous appetite for 
spectacle can sometimes work against the human drama, as it does 
here. In many ways the more primitive resources used by, say, 
Stanley Kubrick in 2001: A Space Odyssey served the story so much 
better.  
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Our AGM is on Wednesday 19th June 7.30pm at the Village Hall. 
Everyone is welcome from age 9 to 90+ (14yrs and under must be 
accompanied by a parent or guardian). If you are interested in joining 
the Players but don’t know if it’s really for you, then this is the 
perfect opportunity to meet us, hear what we’ve been doing, and 
what we would like to do in the future. 
We will be at the Summer Fair on Saturday 29th June with a new 
arena display following the success of our Synchronised Swimming 
last year; rehearsals for this piece are now underway.  We will also be 
running a tombola stall, so look out for us and pop by to say hello - 
we really are a friendly lot. 
The read-through for this year’s Pantomime ‘Sleeping Beauty’ will be 
on Wednesday 3rd July at 7.30pm, with auditions taking place on 
Wednesday 10th July at 7.30pm. 
 
The dates of this year’s Pantomime are as follows:  

 
Fri 29th Nov, 7.45pm, Sat 30th Nov, 3pm & 7.45pm  
Fri 6th Dec, 7.45pm, Sat 7th Dec, 3pm & 7.45pm 
 
Still wanted - one pianist and some Handy Andy’s or Andrea’s for set 
building rooms for 2 & 3 act plays.     
The players meet every Wednesday evening at 7.30pm at the Village 
Hall. Membership is free and we welcome anyone from the age of 9 
years to 90+ to indulge in acting, singing, directing, choreographing, 
sound, lighting, set building, scenery painting, front of house, 
backstage, stage managing, make up, costumes, etc. 
If you are interested in any of the above we look forward to meeting 
you.                
Karen Mitchell (Players Chairman)  01462 816336  
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10 Top Gardening Tasks for June 
1. Sow fast-growing hardy annuals direct, to fill gaps in borders. 
2. Plant out tender plants e.g. dahlias, & move pots and baskets of 

borderline-hardy plants outside - but keep some horticultural fleece 
handy in case of late frosts. 

3. Feed tomatoes with tomato food, which will also benefit all flowering 
plants in pots. Remove side shoots from tomatoes (not bush varieties). 

4. Shade and ventilate your greenhouse/conservatory  to stop overheating.  
5. Continue to support taller perennials before they flop. 
6. Mow your lawn weekly - despite the late spring, grass is growing strongly 

just now. If you use a lawn treatment, now is a good time.  
7. Remove the dead and fading flowers of roses; snap off just below the 

head - this is thought to make new blooms appear more quickly. 
8. As strawberries ripen, the birds will be up before you are to ‘harvest’ 

them, so net the plants, and keep them well-watered and weeded. 
9. Prune early summer shrubs such as Weigela and Philadelphus (mock 

orange) after flowering. Cut flowered stems to a healthy pair of buds. 
10. Remove dead flowers from annuals and cut back spring and early 

summer perennials; they may flower again.  
 

BEASTS: 
Watch out for: 
Flea beetle and carrot fly - cover vulnerable plants with fine mesh. 
Raspberry beetle - avoid fruit with grey patches at the stalk end. 
Black spot and other fungal diseases attack roses. Pick off all infected leaves 
but do NOT compost them as the spores will survive. 
Greenfly and other aphids are best controlled by ladybirds and   hoverflies - 
avoiding the use of insecticides works, and helps bees! 
 
BEAUTIES:  
Enjoy in flower:  
Bulbs and Perennials: Lilies, Alliums, Delphiniums, Foxgloves, Alstroemeria, 
Osteospermum, Astrantia, Poppies. 
Shrubs: Clematis, Lavatera, Philadelphus, Choisya.. and towards the end of the 
month....GLORIOUS ROSES! 
 

Contributed by Viv Harvey  
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With the weather, at last, brightening up* members have been able to spend 
more time in their gardens.  
 
At recent meetings we have been able to share information on a variety of 
subjects including where to buy reasonably priced plants and garden related 
products.  We also have discussed plant swapping between ourselves and one 
member was able to give us details of a nationwide plant swap/sell website. 
 
We are now preparing for our very own ‘Garden Safari’ in July when we will 
visit each other’s gardens throughout the day, starting with morning coffee and 
ending with a get-together with partners in the evening. 
 
We will be brightening up the Village Hall planters in due course with balcony 
geraniums which some of us have been ‘growing on’ over the last few weeks. 
 
 
Activities: 
 
May - Some members were lucky enough to spend a day at the Chelsea Flower 
Show.  
 
June - We all look forward to seeing you at the Meppershall Summer Fair on 
the 29th June - do come along to our stall and say hello!  
 
 
*I write this in early May – who knows what to expect 
next! 
 
Until next time,                    
Kim Lee Tyler 
 
Linda Parker   01462  815114  or 
Kim Lee Tyler  01462  811750  or 
Sarah Till   01462  817176  or  
e-mail at: meppershallgardenclub@hotmail.co.uk  
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MEPPERSHALL 

SUMMER FAIR 
 

SATURDAY 29
th 

JUNE 2013: 1pm – 5pm 
Foster’s Field, SG17 5LX  

This popular event returns with many of your 

 favourites and some exciting new additions! 

FREE ENTRY  
 

A fun day for all the Village  

 raising funds for our Village Hall 

 

New bookings include: 
 

Dog Agility 

Special Effects – creating nasty wounds & gory injuries! 

Hair Braiding 

Vintage Gifts & China 

Psychic Clairvoyant Readings  

 

Volunteers required! 

Can you give a couple of hours on the day? 

We will need help with a variety of jobs including:  

Setting up / dismantling 

Car parking etc.  
 

For further details contact Linda Primett  01462 815629 

 

Meppershall Village Hall registered charity number 300052 

 

Follow us on Twitter @Meppershallfair 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/253340274802892/ 

  

https://www.facebook.com/groups/253340274802892/


39 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Incident Type:  Burglary. 

Location:  St Marys Place, Meppershall, 

Date and Time:  Between the 16th and 17th May. 

Incident Details:  

The offender has gained access to the rear garden, entering the house 
through a ground floor window that had been left open. 

A messy search took place. 

A Plasma TV has been taken. 

Crime 
Reference:  

J D / 1 7 5 4 4 / 2013. 

Crime 
Reduction 
Advice:  

Keep Doors and Windows locked at all times.  Remove all keys from the 
locks and keep them in a safe place out of view.Keep garden tools 
locked away to avoid them being used to force a door, or window. 
Don’t leave out anything that can be used as a climbing aid, either to 
reach a window or into a neighbour’s garden. Keep hallways clear of 
valuables like keys, handbags and laptop where they may be seen.If 
your house will be empty after dark leave a light on or set a timer. 

Incident Type:  Burglary 

Location:  High Street, Meppershall 

Date and Time:  Between 9:00pm Tuesday 14th May and 9:00am Wednesday 15th May 

Incident Details:  

Barn location. 

Offender(s) forced entry on property to gain access. 

Garden mower taken. 

Crime 
Reference:  

JD / 17390 / 2013 

Crime 
Reduction 
Advice:  

Be aware of any suspicious vehicles and people in yards and fields. Check the security 
of all out-buildings, consider fitting security lighting and alarms.  Keep valuables 
secure. Avoid leaving equipment in yards or fields where they can be seen from the 
road.  Property mark all valuable. Use a visible marking for machinery and equipment, 
such as etching or engraving.  Secure all vehicles in the yard. Do not leave keys with 
vehicles. 
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Parents, Grandparents, & Childminders are all welcome. 
 
Summer is here! This is a great time of year to enjoy getting out the house without having 
to put lots of layers on. We start back after Half Term with our messy play week. The feet 
and hand painting in May went down well. This time though the children will be using 
their imagination doing some junk modelling.  We will then be thinking about Fathers Day 
on 11th June, making cards, turning our play house into an office, and talking about other 
jobs they do.  Daddies are always welcome! Let’s not forget our trip to Standalone Farm 
on 25th June for all those with 6 stamps on their loyalty card.   
 
We would like everyone to feel they can input their views and ideas when they come 
along, and we are always happy to accept more offers of help to set up at 1:15 if you can 
join us before we start. We would also really appreciate a coffee/snack assistant from 
1:15 till 3:15 if anyone has this time available and feels they would enjoy helping out. 
 
If you enjoy shopping at Waitrose in Hitchin, and would like to support your local baby 
and toddler group, Meppershall Tots have been nominated for a green token drop 
throughout June.  Your support will be much appreciated! 
 

 
Come and join the fun at Meppershall Village Hall 

 Every Tuesday in term time from 1:30 till 3pm.  
 

Under 1’s: 50p * Under 3’s: £1.00 * Under 5’s: £1.50  
FIRST VISIT FREE - MAX ENTRY £2 

 
Craft, drink & snack included each week  

 
Look for Meppershall Tots on facebook, or email meppershalltots@hotmail.co.uk  

 Please ring Debbie on 07713 627376 for more information 
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NOTICE BOARD 
 

 

SPARKS! 
The successful children’s summer holiday club is back for another year! 
Mon 29th July–Thurs 1st August, 10am-2pm. Email dawn.abbatt@gmail.com  to 
volunteer to help, lead or support … it is always a truly great week! 
 

 

 
Coronation Fete to celebrate the Queen’s Coronation 

Shefford Town Memorial Grounds Sunday 2nd June 1pm till 5pm 
 

Over 60 stalls, Charity and local businesses, Classic Cars ,New Cars, 
Bouncy Castles, Rides, Clowns, Safari School, Barbecue, Raffle 

 and bar open all afternoon 

 
Arena events by local schools and groups, crowning of the Gala Princess 

 
Free entry to the public 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

mailto:dawn.abbatt@gmail.com
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Ponderings 
We would like to give a warm welcome to Harry, Kalin, Max, Molly, Dylan and 
William who are joining us this term.  
Our allotment is coming along nicely. I would like to thank all the parents and 
children who helped us dig it over one evening at the beginning of term. It now 
looks fantastic, and the staff and children have really enjoyed their visits so far. 
Next we are going to give our allotment a name, and paint a sign so that 
anyone who wishes to help us can find it more easily. Do you know how a 
pineapple grows?  Well I said I would tell you in this issue. They grow in plants 
on the ground!  How many of you got it right? 
In May a fantastic live band called ‘The Rock Factor’ provided us with a night 
of entertainment in the Village Hall. Along with the raffle we managed to raise 
well over £1000! Thank you to everyone who supported us, including the band, 
those who donated prizes, and all who came or bought raffle tickets! Our next 
bags2school run is on 12th June at the village hall, so if you have any clothing, 
curtains, bedding or towels you would like to clear out please do bring them 
along before 9am on the day. 
For anyone who would like to come along to see what we are all about, we are 
holding an open day on Saturday 15th June between 10am and 1pm.  All are 
welcome for fun and refreshments.  Watch your child play and talk to our 
friendly experienced team who will show you around. We will also have a cake 
stall and car washing, so please join us. 

 

Meppershall Pre-school, located in Meppershall Village Hall, can 
take up to 24 children in each session from in and around the 

surrounding areas from the age of 2 years 6 months. 
We also have limited spaces for funded two year olds. 

Please ring 07713 627376, email info@meppershall-ps.co.uk, or 
visit www.meppershall-ps.co.uk to find out more about the 
Early Years Foundation Stage and exceptional care we offer. 
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THE BIKE SHED   

Against Convention - The Rotary Engine                                    
By Wayne Allen   
         
Mechanical engineers have constantly striven in pursuit of the most efficient 
engine. Most of us would at least be familiar with either the diesel or petrol 
engine, some would be aware of those two stroke engines used in smaller 
motorcycles and chainsaws, but the rotary engine will be familiar to only the 
most dedicated of petrol-heads. In order to understand why this type of engine 
caused such a stir when it was first unveiled we need to have a brief insight of 
the workings of a conventional engine. 
 
The common link between diesel, petrol and two stroke engines is that the 
pistons travel with a reciprocating motion within the bore of the engine block. 
That is to say they move up and down and, depending on the fuel type, are 
synchronised with cycles for induction, compression, combustion and exhaust. 
The issue here is that the piston needs to accelerate, decelerate, stop, 
accelerate, etc. This up and down movement is converted into rotation via a 
crankshaft which allows a driving motion via a gearbox and drive shaft to the 
wheels. So, pursuing the aim of achieving a more efficient circular motion, in 
steps a mechanical genius by the name of Dr Felix Wankel.  
 
Felix, a German engineer had patented the design for this rotary engine way 
back in 1929. Even more remarkable, he came up with the idea when he was 
just 17 years old. It was not until 1957 that the first prototype was produced 
when Felix worked at NSU (NSU Motorenwerke AG). 
 
So how does this relate to the world of bikes? Quite simply this engine initially 
caused great interest from manufactures all over the world producing aircraft, 
bikes and cars. There is a very long list of vehicles that prototyped with a rotary 
engine but very few went onto large productions runs or race success. 
 
In 1974 Suzuki announced the RE5 with a 497cc rotary engine. It produced 
62hp at 6,500rpm with a top speed of 104mph. Test riders at the time reported 
tremendous  torque but did note a bad vibration at 4,000 revs which was put 
down to engine harmonics. That aside it was deemed a lot smoother than  
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conventional reciprocating engines of the day. Average fuel consumption was 
37mpg. 
Another notable success was in the form of Norton’s offering.  Norton had 
produced a road bike with a rotary engine. It was proposed internally at Norton 
that this could make the basis of a racing bike but Norton management were 
very sceptical about this proposal and it was only the perseverance of Brian 
Crighton, an engineer in the R & D department that proved them wrong. During 
1987 he crafted, in his spare time, a racing prototype which achieved 170mph 
at the MIRA testing ground. Later that year it gained a win at only its second 
race meeting. Management now convinced, gave the go ahead to develop the 
machine further on a focused race program for 1988.  In the hands of Steve 
Spray the bike went on to achieve another win at the last outing of the season. 
A few more wins got the attention of JPS (John Player Special) who then went 
on to sponsor the team. Spray rode the Norton to win the 750cc Supercup 
Championship and the British F1 title in 1989.  Sadly due to financial issues the 
team came to end a few years later. 
 
Why did the rotary engine not achieve greater adoption?  A rotary engine has a 
higher production cost than a reciprocating unit, is not so economical on fuel 
and has higher emissions. Unfortunately economics always overrides function - 
well usually. 
 

 
 

The Norton RCW588 Rotary 1989 
 
Please Note: 
Please let me know if you would like to display your motorcycle on the stand we 
have at the Meppershall Fair in June. All types, makes and condition welcomed. 
Email me at goose1100@yahoo.co.uk.  

mailto:goose1100@yahoo.co.uk
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COVERS BY REQUEST 
 
Our cover this month features three local people who ran in this year’s London 
Marathon to raise money for their chosen charities.  They are Wayne Mardell, 
Karen Lucas (for the second time) and Robin Sandler.  See the item on page 5 
and support their charities – they have earned your support. 
 
 

 

SIGNIFICANT EVENTS 
Birthdays in June: 
 
Kathleen Foster will be 88 on 4th June 
Harold Calver will be 95 on 14th June 
Joan Wood will be 83 on 28th June 
 
Congratulations to all of the above. 
________________________________________________________________ 
 
As noted in previous issues, Pam Sheridan celebrated her 90th birthday on 29th 
April and Margaret Taylor her 80th on 15th May.  The Messenger was very 

pleased to join their 
celebrations with a cake 
especially decorated by 
Roger (of Bakery fame), 
and Colette House took 
these pictures. 
 
 
 
 

Pam         Margaret 
 
If you do know of one in the village, please let the Editor know: we are looking 
for things to celebrate!  80th, 90th and 100th birthdays we mark with the 
presentation of a cake from The Messenger. 
We would also love to hear about big anniversaries or any other cause to 
celebrate.  
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St. Mary The Virgin 
Meppershall Parish Church (Church of England) 

Church Road, off Campton Road, SG17 5NA 
 
Rector:  The Reverend Veronica Goodman    01462 339962  
– usual day off: Monday 
 
Churchwardens:  
Dawn Abbatt 01462 816962 
James Read 01462 857836 
Meppershall.PCC@gmail.com 
 
PCC Secretary:  
Anne Parsons 01462 813333 annie10639@gmail.com 
 

Services – June 2013 
Date Time Service 

Sunday June 2nd  
1st After Trinity 

11.00am 
11.00am 

Parish Communion  
Junior Church at the School 

Sunday June 9th 
2nd After Trinity 

8.30am 
 

Holy Communion  
 

Sunday June 16th 
3rd After Trinity 

8.30am 
11.00am 

Holy Communion 
All-Age Service 

Saturday June 22nd  
St Alban the 
Martyr 

11.00am (All day) The Alban Pilgrimage and 
Festival - City Centre and 
Abbey, St Albans 

Sunday June 23rd    
4th After Trinity 
Open Church 
Sunday 

11.00am 
until 4.30pm 

Family Communion and Junior 
Church 
Open Church – all welcome for 
refreshments! 

Sunday June 30th  
5th After Trinity 
 

11.00am United Benefice Service, St 
Mary the Virgin Meppershall 
(with Shefford) 

 
St Mary’s weekday service - Wednesdays: 
Holy Communion (Book of Common Prayer), each Wednesday, 10.00am. 
 
  

mailto:annie10639@gmail.com
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A Message from St Mary’s… 
 

If you are lucky enough to have a garden full of greenery and flowers, 
summertime is probably bringing you a lot of enjoyment as well as a lot of 
work. Some may be planning to have a few friends round for a party in the 
garden. Others may simply be looking forward to sitting out in the sun in their 
corner of the village. But making things look good and creating a well-kept 
space that you want to spend time in takes some effort. 
In some ways you could view being a Churchwarden as a bit like being a 
gardener.  There is always something to be doing. There are specific jobs for 
certain times of year. And we are always anxious to make sure that the place is 
comfortable, welcoming and enjoyable to spend time in. So… greetings from 
your new Churchwardens! 
Taking responsibility for the Church premises and its day-to-day running is a big 
responsibility and a huge privilege. We have some wonderful examples of 
previous Churchwardens to inspire and teach us. We are confident of lots of 
help and support from the church community and beyond. But the buck stops 
with us. How will we measure our success, what will a ‘good job’ look like? Of 
course a good garden means a garden full of life – a place that is truly alive 
because of the creation and the people there. It’s the same with the church, 
but with one big difference. This garden belongs to us all – we just have a 
particular role in looking after it. 
You can find a list of services above – maybe you would like to come along and 
enjoy the singing, reading and friendship sometime. Or maybe you want to 
come alone or with a loved one or friend to visit the church in peace on your 
own. Maybe it is part of a walk around the village – if so, try to take one or two 
minutes to stop and appreciate the place. Wherever you are in life, the church 
is here for you, it is your place. We, at St Mary’s, would love to know more 
about what YOU might want from the church in terms of activities, information, 
facilities … you can let Roni or the Churchwardens know by phone or email 
(contact info above) or talk to any member of the PCC – and watch out for 
news of activities and events coming up in the second half of 2013. You can 
even keep up to date at Facebook.com/stmarysmeppershall. 
You can sample our hospitality in June in the legendary Church Tea Tent at 
Meppershall Village Fair. We hope to see you there! 
Consider yourself invited -  
Rector Roni  
& Dawn and James – your new Churchwardens 
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JUNIOR CHURCH 

 

Saul was not a pleasant man and he just wanted to get rid of 
all the people associated with the new Church. Those people 
who followed the new Way. Christians. 
 
So, the children and leaders went on a 'journey', we went on 
Saul's journey through to when he became Paul. 
 
The children struggled a bit with trying to be the unkind Saul 
who imprisoned Christians, beat them and killed them. The 
journey continued on the road to Damascus, the turning 
point in the journey.  
 
One child agreed to be blindfolded and the rest of the group 
led him until we reached Damascus. 
 
At this point when Saul had regained his sight after Ananias 
touched Saul's eyes. Saul realised the error of his ways and 
started to spread the good word fearlessly to everyone. At 
this point Saul changed his name to Paul and became an 
important messenger for the Lord. So, we drew round our 
feet to show that our feet belong to Jesus too and we will 
also share our faith in the Lord. 
 
Our next JC session at School is Godly Play which I am sure 
will be another wonderful experience. Please do join us - 
11am to 12noon. 
 
The Junior Church Team  
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BLACKCURRANT CHEESECAKE                                       JUNE 2013 
 

250g (8oz) ginger nuts, crushed 
75g (3oz) butter, melted 

227g (8oz) carton curd cheese 
75g (3oz) light brown soft sugar 

2 eggs, separated 
150g (5oz) plain chocolate, melted 

2 x 213g (7 1/2oz) cans blackcurrants in fruit juice 
2 teaspoons gelatin 

142ml (5fl oz) carton whipping cream, lightly whipped 
 

Serves 8-10 
 
Method 
 

1) Line the side of a 20cm (8inch) spring-release tin with baking parchment. 
2) Mix together the crushed ginger nuts and butter, and press firmly and 

evenly over the base of the tin. Chill while preparing the filling. 
3) Beat together the cheese, 50g (2oz) of the sugar, the egg yolks and all 

but about 2 tablespoons of the chocolate. 
4) Drain the blackcurrants and set aside; reserve 3 tablespoons of the juice. 

Soak the gelatin in the reserved juice until softened, then heat gently 
until dissolved. Stir in a little of the cheese mixture, then fold into the 
remaining mixture. 

5) Whisk the egg whites until stiff, then whisk in the remaining sugar. Fold 
the cream and then the egg whites into the cheese mixture. 

6) Arrange the blackcurrants over the biscuit base, and then pour the 
cheese mixture on top. 

7) Re-melt the remaining chocolate if necessary and, using a teaspoon, 
drizzle it over the top of the cheesecake. Using a skewer, swirl the 
chocolate to give a pattern. Chill for 4-6 hours, until set. Unmould onto a 
plate to serve. 

 
Recipes are kindly supplied each month by Brenda Putwain.  Brenda would 
welcome feedback from readers on her recipes.  
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A very Happy Birthday to those of you 
celebrating birthdays in June 

 

Chloe Marshall who will be 13 on the 1
st
 

Vinnie Simpkins who will be 8 on the 1
st
 

Yasmine Vara who will be 14 on the 3
rd

 
Abbie Bradshaw who will be 10 on the 3

rd
 

Niamh Fairweather who will be 11 on the 3
rd

 
Abigail Lougher who will be 11 on the 4

th
 

Aliyah Vara who will be 12 on the 5
th
 

Lewis Savuto who will be 11 on the 10
th
 

Alison Watson who will be 9 on the 14
th
 

Maya Cox who will be 13 on the 15
th
 

Louis Fairy who will be 12 on the 22
nd

 
Liberty Simpkins who will be 12 on the 22

nd
 

Tayla Woodcock who will be 7 on the 25
th

 
Monica Steeley who will be 10 on the 26

th
 

Laura Thompson who will be 12 on the 26th 
Naomi Crowson who will be 15 on the 27

th
 

William Lambley who will be 7 on the 28
th

 
Maya Derrick who will be 14 on the 28

th
 

Finn Rose who will be 8 on the 30
th 

 
 

If you are under 16 and would like your name added to 
the birthday page, please call Louise Hutson on 814148  

or email at louhuts@gmail.com 
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THE MEPPERSHALL MESSENGER 

CONTRIBUTIONS 
 
The editor welcomes contributions to the Messenger, whether as letters, articles or notices.  
Contributions should preferably be as attachments to e-mail but hand written contributions 
may be sent by post, left at the Editor’s address below or in the folder kept at the Village 
Stores.  Contributions should run to not more than one A5 page (except by prior 
arrangement) and should be received by the Editor not later than the 12th of the month for 
publication at the end of that month.   Contributions received after the deadline may be held 
over. 
 
DISCLAIMER 
 
The Editor reserves the right to omit or alter any advertisement or article and to change the 
content, format or issue date of the magazine without prior notice.  The Editor cannot be 
held responsible for the factual correctness of, or for any libellous comment or statement 
made in any advertisement, article or other contribution published in this magazine.  Every 
effort will be made to avoid any deliberate attempt to mislead or otherwise cause harm or 
damage to any person or persons by any advertisement, article or any other contribution 
published in this magazine. 
 

THE TEAM 
 

Editor Dick Bulley 116  Shefford Road 815114 
 Email: richard.bulley@btinternet.com 
Assistant Editor David Turner 2 Campton Road 813613 
  Email: davidturner25@hotmail.com 
Advertising and 
Distribution 

Colette House 90  Fildyke Road 815585 
Email: colettehouse@gmail.com 

Production Co-
ordination 

Enid Pamment 112 High Street 851397   
Email: enidpamment@aol.com 

Treasurer John Thompson 16  Brookmead  812983 
 Email: jthompson244@btinternet.com 

 

Collating Dates for your Diaries  
2013 2014 

June 24  January 27  
July 29 Double February 24  
August None  March 24  
September 30  April 28  
October 28  May 26  
November 25 Double June 30  

December None  July 28 Double 
Please note that dates in the above table indicate the month in which the collating will take place, at 2.00 pm in 
the Sugar Loaf.  The issue being collated will relate to the following month, e.g. on 24th September the October 
issue will be collated.  

mailto:richard.bulley@btinternet.com

