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Volume 29      Issue 4                   July 2013 

EDITORIAL 
 
This issue comes out just before our 
Meppershall Summer Fair, so at this stage I can 
only say that all the indications are that it will 
be better than ever.  The line-up of attractions 
shown in the programme (if you haven’t seen 
one yet, get one at the Bakery or the Stores) is 
mouthwatering with all the usual favourites 
including Scrufts and, this year, the very special 
treats of a display by the Hurricane of the Battle 
of Britain Memorial Flight at the beginning of 
the show and a fly-past of the Red Arrows at 
the end.  How the Fair Committee managed to 
sign up these shooting stars I have no idea, but very well done to them!  The 
news about the Red Arrows came too late to be included in the advance 
publicity and the programme, so The Messenger was very pleased to help out 
with a special print run of flyers to bring this late news.  Special thanks to all 
the Messenger distributors who agreed to do this extra delivery at the last 
minute. (Did you realise that a team of more than 30 people distribute The 
Messenger to 720 households in the village 10 times each year?)  All the Fair 
needs now is good weather and, as Andrew Sachs used to say on Palace of 
Varieties, “chiefly, yourselves”.  In our next issue we will bring you a picture 
special to keep alive memories of what will be a very special day (if it doesn’t 
rain!). 
 

I have to report that there has been no response whatsoever to my appeal for 
fresh ideas and fresh contributors for The Messenger.  I suppose it is like so 
many other things – we enjoy it so long as somebody else does the work!  If 
that is not true – prove it! 
 
One bit of work that I failed to do last month was to check on the names of the 
people who organised the Festival, and as a result I omitted Carolyn Holmes 
from my vote of thanks – so sorry Carolyn. 
 

Dick Bulley 
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LETTERS 

Our Mysterious Cover Picture 
 
Letter from Mike Read: 
 
Hello Dick, 
You asked for suggestions. 
This painting (the original of which is, I believe, in St. Albans Museum) is by the 
prolific artist Edward Arthur Phipson (self-styled Evacustes Phipson), 1854-
1931.  The painting is dated 6 June 1892 (not 1792 as stated in the Messenger).  
Whilst we cannot be certain, the houses depicted are probably in the High 
Street where the entrance to Gregory Close is now.  They were demolished in 
the early 1900’s, to be replaced by bungalows which in turn were demolished 
when the Bovis estate was built a few years ago. 
We have some large scale maps of the period, including the Enclosure map of 
1853, which show the configuration of housing in the painting.  We have also 
been shown an old photograph* of these houses taken from about the same 
angle, although at a slightly later date as one of the structures has disappeared. 
In the 19th Century, the Bedfordshire/Hertfordshire county border crossed the 
High Street in several places which would account for the title on the painting. 
Hope this is of interest. 

                                          Mike Read, Manor Farm  
*Not now available 
Many thanks Mike – that clears it up nicely.   -   Ed 
 
Letter from Mick Trundle: 

 
Dear Sir, 
A few days ago I retrieved from my cow pasture the tattered remains of a 
Chinese lantern, this being the second time in as many months that I have 
found one. 
The problem with these things is that they contain a framework made of either 
Bamboo, or very thin wire.  Cows are very inquisitive creatures and will 
investigate any strange object that they come across; if swallowed the wire 
plays havoc with the complex arrangement that is a cow’s stomach, leading to a 
slow and extremely painful death.  Fortunately my cattle were shut off from this 
field, as I am hoping that the grass will force its way through the dandelions and 
produce a crop of hay for next winter’s feed. 
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Another danger these things pose is to ripe standing corn: in recent years 
several fires have been started in crops waiting to be combined. Unfortunately, 
in spite of repeated requests to have these lanterns banned, DEFRA 
(Department for the Eradication of Farming and Rural Activities) have seen fit 
not to play ball, so one keeps one's fingers crossed. 
The RSPCA do not seem interested either, as they are more concerned with 
badgers with dodgy respiratory systems than with the death of a few cows. 
Now I am not suggesting that the lanterns I came across were from this village: 
given the strength and direction of the wind the previous evening they were 
probably launched from much further afield. 
Far be it from me to spoil other people’s enjoyment but I would ask, if you are 
considering a celebration of some sort and are thinking of launching one of 
these things, please consider where it’s going to come to earth. 

 
Mick Trundle, Trundle Towers  

Letter from Katy Scrase: 
 
What’s in a name? 
How about these names to conjure with, all growing in Old Road Meadow: 
salad burnet, wild clary red & white campion, common vetch, hop trefoil and salsify. 
Or these animal-inspired flowers: ox-eye daisy, smooth sow thistle, bristley ox-tongue 
and goatsbeard. 
Not forgetting the white and red clovers just appearing among the buttercups. 
Do wander through the meadow and enjoy the immense variety from our Creator 
God. 
 

Letter from Alan Malloy: 
 
Hi Dick, 
I am forwarding you an e-mail I received from a friend. It concerns a scam that has 
been active for a couple of years now, but is still catching many folk out. I wondered 
if it was worth publishing it in the Messenger again; I’m sure we ran it a while ago. 
Basically, someone contacts you stating they are from Microsoft Support, informing 
you that their records indicate your PC has a virus.  Two things follow from this: 

1. They say they want remote access to your PC to remove the virus, when 
actually they are placing malicious software on it. 

2. They want payment with a debit or credit card. 
The advice as always is: 
If anyone contacts you, do not give any card details or trust them on your PC; they 
could be from anywhere. Treat them as you would a cold-call salesman at your door - 
would you give them your credit card details or invite them in to put software on 
your PC?                                                                                                                    Alan Malloy 
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MEPPERSHALL NEWS IN BRIEF 

 
Pasque Harmony 
 
A 10th Anniversary Celebration was held at The Grove Theatre, Dunstable on 
Sunday 10th June.  A small party of us made our way to the theatre to see this 
wonderful show, which was compered by TV presenter Nick Owen. He did a 
wonderful job keeping the audience amused and introduced the very talented 
Nicholas McCarthy, an international award-winning left-handed pianist.  
Nicholas was seen at the closing ceremony of the Paralympic Games 2012. As 
for the Pasque Harmony, a wonderful group of ladies rendering various songs 
from well-known shows etc., these ladies performed beautifully, were smartly 
dressed and how thrilled we were to spot a few familiar faces from 
Meppershall! All our party said what a wonderful evening they had enjoyed 
and certainly it backed up my thoughts that ‘Meppershall does have talent’  It 
was so nice to see the evening well supported to boost the much needed funds 
for Keech Hospice Care. 
 
Enid Pamment, Shefford Leisure Group 

This is a letter received by the Clerk to the Parish Council, who felt that it should 
receive wider publicity: 

Changes to personal details on Electoral Register 
In October this year there will be changes to the way that electors can protect their details 
on the electoral register in case they do not want them sold to third parties. 
From 1 December 2002 two versions of the electoral register were introduced - the full 
register and the edited register. The edited register can be bought by anyone who asks for a 
copy and they may use it for any purpose. The edited register leaves out the names and 
addresses of people who have asked for them to be excluded from that version of the 
register.  Currently 117,000 within Central Bedfordshire Council area have requested their 
name and address to be excluded from the edited version. 
However, we are now in receipt of a legal challenge concerning the carrying over each year 
of any opt-out request, and consequently if an elector wishes to have a permanent opt-out it 
is now necessary for them to give us notice that they do not wish their personal data to be 
published in the edited register. A separate request is required for each member of the 
household if they also wish to be permanently omitted from the edited register. 
Brian Dunleavy  
Democratic Services Manager 
Direct telephone: 0300 300 4049  Email: brian.dunleavy@centralbedfordshire.gov.uk  
  

mailto:brian.dunleavy@centralbedfordshire.gov.uk
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MEPPERSHALL BROWNIES 

 

  
Ten Brownies, Snowy Owl and Hedwig sang at the wonderful Arts 
Festival.  We enjoyed singing a selection of our favourite campfire songs.  
Thank you to the audience for joining in so enthusiastically.  We have 
been asked to come back next year, so we will have to start learning 
some new songs.   
We went for a 2p walk around the village for the Brownie Out and About 

badge, where the toss of a coin dictated our route – you 
may have seen or most likely heard us wandering up 
and down the village.  The Brownies recorded their 
route on a map and then followed a map for the second 
part of our walk. 
 We spent an evening making dream catchers as part 

of the Crazy Moose Challenge badge.  The native Indians believed that if 
they hung dream catchers by their beds only nice dreams would be 
allowed through.  We were lucky enough to have a rare evening of 
sunshine, so we headed outside for a fun night in Fosters field playing 
parachute games, rolling down the hill (the Brownies, not the adults) and 
playing in the park. 
We tried our hand at decopatch and decorated photo frames for Father’s 

Day - glue, paper and sticky fingers a plenty!  
This month we are looking forward to making boats and 
floating them down the stream in the woods at Barton le 
Clay.  We also hope to play pooh sticks from the bridge, 
paddle in the stream, play in the park and finish with a 
picnic for the brownies and families.  All we need is some 

nice dry sunny weather. 
We are planning to hold our usual tombola at the village Summer Fair on 
29 June again this year – please come and visit us. 
If you are interested in your daughter joining Brownies, then please 
contact Snowy Owl (Suzanne) on 07817 392325 or you can register  
on-line at www.girlguiding.co.uk, select the parents tab and make sure 
you put Monday afternoon and evening as an option.     

http://www.girlguiding.co.u/
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MEPPERSHALL BAKERY BEES by Roger 
  

Hi.  
Well June was very busy. It started with a very warm dry week which gave the 
bees time to make use of the oil seed rape. Four hives had queen cells, so we 
artificially swarmed or split the hive, queen in one hive and swarm cells in the 
other. All queens and nucs have marked queens. This year the colour for 
marking is red. Each year has a different colour for queen marking. Year ending 
1 or 6 is white, 2 or 7 yellow, 3 or 8 is red, 4 or 9 is green and 5 or 0 is blue. 
 
I have marked this year’s four queens with red. I chose a warm still day when 
the foragers were out and about, busy working. Using little or no smoke and 
working as smoothly as I could, I lifted each frame, looking systematically all 
over it, firstly running my eyes around the edges of the comb; the queen will 
often move to the darker side of the comb and you might see her as she goes 
over the edge. If not, then I look over the body of the frame. The queen has a 
characteristic way of walking close to the comb. I use a ‘crown of thorns’ 
queen-marking cage. This is lowered on top of the queen, pressing the crown 
down gently until she stops moving, and mark her using a paint specially sold 
for queen marking. With the paint on her thorax I tip the crown of thorns to 
allow her to move but not to release her until the paint has dried. The queen 
should walk off and rejoin the colony. Some bees get upset when a queen is 
marked and will attack her. If this happens we catch the queen and place her in 
a queen cage, from which she can be released later by the bees, but this is not 
normal. The queen usually walks among the bees without any problems. We 
then close up the hive quickly and quietly. A marked queen is easier to find 
than one that is not.  
 
The late spring came after the cold snap we had earlier in the year. In some 
regions there is a gap in flowering between the spring flowers such as 
sycamore, sloe, hawthorn and oilseed rape and the start of summer flowers eg. 
lime, clover, blackberry and sweet chestnut. This is described as the June gap. 
This year it will be less noticeable because the spring flowering was delayed by 
the extremely cold weather in late spring, but the summer flowering will take 
place at the normal time of the year whether or not the June gap occurs. 
Beekeepers will be vigilant as always that there is enough food in the hive to 
last the colony through a period of bad weather. If it comes! 
 
Honey available at Rogers Bakery – see you there! 
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MEPPERSHALL PARISH COUNCIL REPORT 

At the June meeting of the Parish Council there were no planning applications 
to discuss so we moved on to cover the subject of the condition of our 
highways. It was pointed out that although some potholes in the village have 
been resurfaced, a number in Fildyke Road have been left unrepaired despite 
being identified by Central Beds and marked for attention. The Clerk was asked 
to write to Central Beds and ask once again why work that is agreed with Amey 
(the contractor) has not been carried out. Councillor Bulley also undertook to 
chase the traffic survey which Amey have been contracted to carry out. The 
meeting asked CB Councillor Birt to express our continued displeasure with the 
standard of work and communication received from Amey.* 
 
The cutting of Old Road Meadow has been delayed this year awaiting the 
annual weed inspection/treatment. Whilst carrying his work, the contractor 
identified a number of rare grasses growing in the meadow. Therefore it was 
agreed by the meeting that the paths should be cut as soon as possible but the 
general area should be left uncut until the autumn, after the wild flowers and 
grasses have produced their seeds. 
 
There are still some vacant plots available in the allotment area if anyone is 
interested: please apply to the Clerk. He advised the meeting that the annual 
inspection will be taking place in July this year, which will allow the renewal 
notices to be issued in September this year.  
 
Future Parish Council Meeting Dates 
Monday 22nd July 2013 at 7:45 pm in Meppershall Village Hall. There is no 
meeting in August, the following meeting will be on Monday 9th September. 
 

Please remember that you are welcome to attend our meetings to speak about any 
subject during our open public session. You may just wish to come along to see 
what we do or perhaps you are thinking about becoming a Councillor at the next 
election?  Whichever is the case, we look forward to seeing you. 

David Foskett  
Chairman, Meppershall Parish Council – chairman@meppershall.org.uk 

 

*Something had an effect! Amey have promised that Fildyke Road will have 
been done by the time you read this! - Ed  

mailto:chairman@meppershall.org.uk
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MESSAGE FROM OLLY MARTINS,  
POLICE & CRIME COMMISSIONER 
 
This year the budget for Bedfordshire Police is 
£102.8million. That sounds like a lot of money until you 
remember that budget will have been reduced by 
£19million by 2015 due to the government’s 20% cut to 
the police grant, a further £24million a year is lost to the 
Force because Whitehall doesn’t give us what their own 
funding formula says we need, and the amount we pay 
locally for policing through the council tax is well below 
the national average. So Bedfordshire Police is a rurally 
funded force that faces some distinctly metropolitan 
challenges. 
Bedfordshire Police staff and officers have therefore performed remarkably 
well reducing recorded crime across the county by 15% in the last year (1899 
fewer across Central Bedfordshire as a whole) at the same time as going 
through significant re-organisation and a reduction in the number of police 
officers due to the budget cuts. 
The government will unveil a new spending review shortly, which is expected 
to herald yet further police cuts. I am opposed to such cuts but my role is to 
deal with the world as I find it rather than as I would wish it to be. 
So the challenge for the future for Bedfordshire Police, and indeed for all of us, 
is how do we keep our communities safe at a time when the budget is still be 
shrinking? 
The answer is that we need to forge a closer and stronger partnership between 
our local communities and their police and all recognise the police cannot and 
never have been able to fight crime on their own. Wherever we live in the 
county we all have a duty to support the police if we want our communities to 
be safe, whether this means passing on information about criminal activity, 
being prepared to support the local Neighbourhood Watch, Street Watch and 
Speed Watch scheme or, for the most committed, volunteering as a Special 
Constable so that each community has a visible policing presence. 
There must be a genuine partnership, so Bedfordshire Police will work hard to 
value the support communities and volunteers give. Whereas in the past such 
close partnership has always been desirable, in the future it is clear that it will 
be absolutely essential, which is why this is such a priority for me as your Police 
and Crime Commissioner. 
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CONSULTATION BY CENTRAL BEDS COUNCIL 
Public’s views sought on proposal to regulate locations of sex establishments in Central 
Bedfordshire. A policy that would effectively prevent the licensing of sex establishments in 
the town centres of Central Bedfordshire is out for public consultation from today (Monday, 
10 June). Central Bedfordshire Council are keen to update their policy on the licensing of 
strip clubs, sex shops and sex cinemas, after residents recently expressed their concern 
about sexual entertainment venues being allowed in their local area.   
A telephone survey of 1,123 residents resulted in 63% of respondents saying they did not 
believe licences for sexual entertainment venues should be granted in their local area. More 
specifically, the results revealed that at least 80% of respondents were opposed to sex 
entertainment venues operating in the vicinity of religious buildings, schools, residential 
areas and places frequented by children and families.  
The council’s current policy on sex establishments, adopted under schedule 3 of the Local 
Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1982 (as amended), allows the Council to set 
terms, conditions and fees for the grant, renewal, transfer and variation of such licences, and 
to set the number of licences that may be issued in the area. In order to better reflect public 
opinion, the new policy would prevent licences for sex establishments being granted within 
500m of the following places: 
* Schools, nurseries or any other premises substantially used by or for children under 
16 years of age (91%) 
* Areas frequented by children and families, eg. tourist attractions (89%) 
* Residential areas (88%) 
* Parks or other recreational areas used by or for children under 16 years of age (88%) 
* Areas frequented by vulnerable adults, eg. care homes (84%) 
* Areas associated with family leisure and retail (84%) 
* Community buildings (81%) 
* Churches or other places of religious worship (80%) 
* Sites of historical or heritage value (75%)* 
*Percentages relate to the percentage of residents who either “Strongly agree” or “Tend to 
agree” that sexual entertainment venues should not be located in these areas.  
 
Cllr Brian Spurr, Executive Member for Sustainable Communities (Services), said: “As part of 
our aim to make Central Bedfordshire a great place to live and work, we’re keen to ensure 
the character of our towns are preserved and that our high streets remain places where all 
members of the public feel safe and keen to spend time.  This draft policy demonstrates our 
commitment to protecting families and that we've listened to residents’ opinions given in 
the telephone survey. We now want to consult the public more widely, to understand their 
views on whether the level of strictness of the draft policy is appropriate.” 
 
Residents can read the full policy, the consultation document and send us their comments 
via an online form at www.centralbedfordshire.gov.uk/consultations . They can also pick up 
a paper copy of the consultation document and comment form at one of the council's 
customer services offices, where they will also be able to access a reference copy of the full 
policy, or they can telephone 0300 300 4394 to request the paper documents. 
 
The consultation period runs between Monday, 10 June and Friday, 30 August 2013.   

http://www.centralbedfordshire.gov.uk/consultations
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YOUR SHOUT 
with Trevor Thorley 
 

  

 

HACKED:   
Greetings everyone and my sincere apologies to those of you who received an 
e-mail purporting to be from myself, requesting financial help in the 
Philippines. First and foremost you will be relieved to know that I was not away 
on holiday and the email was not from me! We returned home from a 
shopping trip around lunchtime on a Tuesday in May and upon opening up my 
computer I was aghast to be greeted with a total empty screen. I had lost all my 
e-mails, incoming and outgoing, and ALL of my contacts (356 of them). I 
immediately contacted BT and with their help through screen sharing, we were 
eventually able to restore everything. My computer is protected by BT and also 
McAffee but the hacker still managed to gain access to set up a new email 
address (@ alive), which was deleted immediately. Hopefully there will not be a 
recurrence. Many thanks to those who contacted me by phone, or later by 
email, to bring this to my attention. 
 
BEDFORDSHIRE CLANGER:  
I am happy to be able to throw some light on Chris Foster’s enquiry about the 
Bedfordshire Clanger, with the help of Margaret Evesham. 
I quote: 
“In last month’s ‘Farming Diary’ Chris Foster asked if anyone had heard of a 
Bedfordshire Clanger. I remember one of the early Friends of St. Mary’s 
concerts, in which hand-bells were rung and Bedfordshire Clangers were served 
in the interval. The Biggleswade Chronicle ran an article featuring the concert, 
with a comical picture of Ainsley Evesham (chairman at that time) wearing a 
cloth cap and drooling over a plate of clangers.  
As I understand it, these tasty pasties were cooked by women for their farm 
worker husbands as a complete meal, with a savoury filling at one end and a 
sweet at the other. There were markings at each end to identify which was 
which. The savoury end was traditionally meat, potatoes and vegetables and 
the sweet end was usually jam”. 
Thank you, Margaret. Can any other reader who was there at the time add to 
this with their own experiences? Please get in touch!  
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KENNY BALL:  
March was a sad month for our association with Kenny Ball. As most of you will 
remember, we had two very successful concerts in St. Mary’s Church during the 
past two years.  Kenny hadn’t been well for some time but I was very sad to 
receive an e-mail from his P.A. on March 7, advising that he had passed away 
four hours earlier that morning. The funeral took place on March 19 at the 
Woodland Cemetery, Brentwood, Essex with 350 people trying to get in to pay 
tribute to the great man.  It was one of Kenny’s last wishes that his son Keith 
should take over the leadership of the band, which he did the very next day 
with a concert in Grantham Lincolnshire. In the entertainment world, the show 
must go on! 
I have since received e-mail contact and a telephone call from Keith himself 
wishing to come to Meppershall again to take over where his father left off. It is 
indeed a great honour that they want to come again as Keith Ball and his 
Jazzmen, this time with Keith as the lead singer – a tribute to Kenny Ball with 
ALL THE HITS. It’s a tribute to you all that they hold Meppershall in such great 
esteem that they wish to place it alongside all the great venues they are visiting 
again this year, including a tour of Germany. It is something we have to discuss 
in committee and take it from there. 
 
JASPER ABBATT:  
A wonderful service took place in St. Mary’s Church on Sunday June 9 to 
celebrate the Christening of Jasper Abbatt, latest son of Dan and Dawn and 
brother to Max and Tabitha. Rev Roni Goodman officiated, assisted by Rev 
Andrew Goodman amidst a very full congregation of family and friends. 
A piece from ‘The Lion King’ captured a lot of attention and hymns ‘Brother and 
Sister Let Me Serve You’, ‘O Lord My God When I In Awesome Wonder’ and 
‘Give Me Joy In My Heart’. Granddad Abbatt read a piece from ‘The Little 
Cottage in the Woods’. 
Afterwards everyone gathered in the Village Hall for delicious tea and cakes.    
 
 

REMEMBER IT IS YOUR SHOUT Call Trevor on 01462 813357 or email: 
trevor.thorley1@btinternet.com 

 

 

 

  

mailto:trevor.thorley1@btinternet.com
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Meppershall C of E VA Lower School 

‘An outstanding Church of England School’ 
June 2008 and December 2010 

 
School Report – June 2013 

 
With only five weeks to the end of the school year and Academy conversion on 
July 1st we are incredibly busy this half term. However as you will see from the 
cover photograph, our younger children are being creative as always.   
 
We are getting ready for our own Sports Day where the children and staff had 
an election to choose names of famous sporting heroes for our school teams. 
Happily the Olympic legacy has carried on and several Olympians were chosen, 
including local girl Victoria Pendleton. We are also having a visit from an 
Olympic torch as part of our connection with the Redborne Schools Sports 
Partnership.  
 
Our year 4 children have started their swimming lessons and our football team 
is being coached by Mr Metcalfe and Mr Germann who have a tough job as we 
have to defend our title as last year’s winners at the Henlow Academy 
tournament!  
 
As you will see from Miss Hornsey, our Kwik Cricket team were narrowly 
pipped at the post in a local inter school tournament. This result is an amazing 
achievement for such a small school. 
 
Kwik Cricket Report - Natasha Hornsey  
“On 21st May our Kwik Cricket team, consisting of a mixture of Year 3 and Year 
4 girls and boys set off for an Inter School Kwik Cricket Competition, entered by 
18 schools.  We had spent the last few weeks practising our skills with the help 
of a special cricket coach.  When we arrived we warmed up and then we won 
all 4 of our group games, topping the group.  We were delighted!  Then we had 
to play the quarter final against Fairfield School, and we won that one too, so 
went straight into the semi-final.  This was our biggest challenge yet, and we 
just managed to win, scraping a victory by 2 points.  Sadly we weren’t able to 
win the final game, due to some excellent fielding by the other team, Campton.  
Our whole team did brilliantly and we were proud runners up.” 
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It’s not all sport however, and I’m very much looking forward to our annual 
Sing Up concert at the Corn Exchange in Bedford.  Our Year 3 class have been 
working all year on their songs and this is a fabulous opportunity for them to 
meet and sing with other local schools. 
 
I am very proud to report that our results in Reading, Writing and Mathematics 
this year are of our usual high standard and both Henlow Academy and Robert 
Bloomfield will be receiving Meppershall Lower’s best! Our Key Stage One 
results are strong too, so we will have lots to celebrate at the end of the year! 
 

                                                                       Lyn Fairweather, Headteacher 
 
This is a picture of Beeches class so that you can see all of Annie Metcalfe’s 

class-mates; all little angels, obviously! – Ed 
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SHEFFORD LEISURE GROUP 
 
By Enid Pamment 

 
On another so-called Spring day we visited the Windsor Barracks, home to the 
Household Cavalry.  We were made very welcome on arrival and the first stop was at 
the Museum, with plenty of time to look at exhibits which included an outstanding 
collection of rare and unique treasures from ceremonial uniforms, royal standards 
and gallantry awards, to musical instruments, horse furniture and silverware by 
Faberge.  When we were all seated in the lecture room, class began: the history of 
the Household Cavalry and an insight into their role in modern warfare.   
We were then taken to see some of the magnificent horses which were all hungry for 
the ‘polo’ mints we had taken with us.  The next stop was with the Farrier for a very 
interesting talk given by one of the riding instructors.  By this time we were all ready 
for lunch, so we joined the soldiers in the canteen.  The food was excellent and 
modestly priced. 
Lunch over, it was off to the Officer’s Mess with lots to see and tales to hear about 
some of the traditions.  We were allowed to purchase their personalised labelled 
wine, before heading back to the museum, where we were joined by a soldier who 
had served in Afghanistan and Iraq telling us of his and others’ experiences.  We also 
had a talk by two members of the Household Cavalry Band and a demonstration of 
bugle calls.  All three military personnel spoke with great enthusiasm about the roles 
that they had chosen, after which several members of the group were dressed up in 
various parts of the uniforms.  This was indeed a very interesting insight to the 
workings of The Household Cavalry.  A quick visit into Windsor allowed sufficient time 
for a welcome ‘cuppa’ before wending our way home. 
I was privileged to visit The Central Hall, Westminster for a tour of the building with 
another group.  Those who were with us when we visited Westminster Abbey may 
remember we went into Central Hall for coffee.  At this time considerable 
construction work was taking place, particularly in the restaurant area.  This has now 
been completed and the restaurant is fully operational.  The tour of the building is so 
interesting and I feel very excited to be able to share these experiences with those of 
you who book with us to attend the ‘Floral Fanfare’ on 7th September.  We were 
taken upstairs to view the magnificent hall and then allowed to step outside onto the 
balcony where a first class view of Westminster Abbey, Houses of Parliament, Law 
Courts and of course the London Eye can be seen, so have your cameras ready. We 
were informed that the BBC Television cameras and the press always book this spot 
to photograph all the important events like the Royal Wedding. There is no charge to 
go into this building, which is central London’s largest conference and events venue, 
and most certainly ideal as a coffee stop en route to other visitor attractions. Please 
join us! 
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Forthcoming Events 2013 (Kindly telephone for details) 

Sandringham Flower Show Wednesday 31st July 

Man-made wonders at the heart of Essex Wednesday 7th August 

Centenary Floral Fanfare (NAFAS) - 
Central Hall, Westminster 

Saturday 7th September 

HMS Belfast & the Cabinet War Rooms Sat  21st September 

Lord Mayor’s Show Sat 9th November 

Ely Cathedral Christmas Gift and Food Fair Saturday 16th Nov 

Thursford Christmas Spectacular Wednesday 27th Nov. 

Holidays: 2013 (Kindly telephone for more details) 

Lochs & Glens, staying in Dunoon 7th – 13th July  

Austria by Coach (overnight in Cologne), including 
4 superb excursions.   

18th – 25th  August 

Bournemouth, staying at The Sands Hotel for a 
Tinsel & Turkey break 

4th – 8th December 

Jersey – Flying from Luton and staying at the 
Metropole Hotel on half-board basis 

20th -26th April 2014 

London Shows currently available (Arranged by Stevenage Group Travel) are:  
Matinees - Leaving Shefford at 11am - price includes coach: 

Bodyguard – Adelphi Theatre – Dress Circle  Friday 19th July 
 (leaving 1.30 pm) 

RPO- Great Classic Grand Opera Gala – RAH 
Choice of front Arena or Front Circle seats 

Sunday 27th October 

John Rutter Christmas Celebration – RAH – Arena 
& Mid Choir seats 

Thursday 12th 
December 

Evening Shows - Leaving Shefford at 4.15pm - price includes coach: 

From Here to Eternity – Shaftsbury Theatre -  
Royal Circle seats 

Wednesday 9th October 

For all holidays, which include hotel accommodation, Shefford Leisure Group acts as an 
agent for the Tour Operator; their terms and conditions apply. 
Shefford Leisure Group is open to all in the local community who feel they would like to join 
us on our ventures and see places they would not see under their own steam.  We are 
always happy to meet new friends. 
 
Raffles are held and all the proceeds are for Keech Hospice Care for Children.  For further 
information regarding dates, prices, and availability, or to receive our monthly newsletter, 
please contact Enid on 01462 851397 or e-mail Enidpamment@aol.com.                          

 Enid Pamment – Shefford Leisure Group  

mailto:Enidpamment@aol.com
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FINANCIAL NEWS UPDATE          with Paul Savuto 

 
Paul Savuto has very kindly agreed to fill this slot for a couple of months while Jon Ingarfill is 
busy starting up his own business.  We look forward to welcoming Jon back in due course 
and will then have the luxury of a stable of two financial advisers! 
Paul works for DGS Independent Financial Advisers and can be contacted at email: 
ps@dgsifa.com, where he will be happy to receive your questions 
 

 

Some More Financial Questions and Answers 
 

Q: My spouse is divorcing me and is claiming half of my assets, but 

part of my wealth was created before we married.  Why do I have to 

share this portion of my estate? 

 

A: Although divorce law in England is notoriously unpredictable, a 
court will generally only pass on non-marital assets when a person 
requires them to meet their needs.  Marital assets (including 
pensions) are considered to be assets that have been built up during 
marriage.  Non-marital assets are assets that have been built up pre-
marriage, or received from a family gift or inheritance.  Marital assets 
are divided equally; non-marital assets are usually retained by the 
owner. However, if non-marital assets have been put into the 
married partner’s name (either wholly or jointly) for tax planning 
reasons, ie. to take advantage of Capital Gains Tax allowances or to 
reduce an Income Tax liability, these assets will be considered to be 
marital assets and will be shared equally on divorce.  A divorce court 
will not take kindly to an argument based on the notion that non-
marital assets have only been shared for tax planning reasons.  The 
court’s view will probably be: if they are good enough to be used to 
avoid tax, they are good enough to be included in a divorce 
settlement.  In future, you might want to keep non-marital assets in 
your own name, or negotiate a “pre-nup” or a “post-nup” agreement 
to cater for them.   Alternatively – don’t get married!   
Always seek advice from a qualified legal representative. 

mailto:ps@dgsifa.com
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Q: My ageing mother is suffering the early signs of dementia.  She 

already has a will, but I have been advised to set up a Lasting Power 

of Attorney.  How does this work? 

A:  Each of us hopes to remain healthy and independent for as long 
as possible, but there may come a time when we are no longer 
physically or mentally capable of taking decisions for ourselves.  
Around two-thirds of people over 55 have made a Will, but far fewer 
have taken steps to help their relatives cope if this situation arises.  
There are an estimated 750,000 people with dementia in the UK, but 
that number is expected to rise to over a million by 2025.  If we 
include those who have suffered a stroke, brain injury and 
Parkinson’s disease, the figure may already be over 1 million.  An LPA 
is a legal document that allows you to choose and authorise trusted 
relatives or friends to act in your place should be unable to do so.  
This document comes in two parts: 
(1) Property and Financial Affairs – this enables your Attorneys to 
make decisions regarding how your money, property and other 
financial affairs are managed; 
(2) Personal Welfare – this covers healthcare and welfare, including 
medical treatment and where a person lives.  It can also give your 
Attorneys the power to refuse or consent to treatment on your 
behalf.   
Without a registered LPA, your relatives would have a much harder 
time should you lose capacity.  Currently in England & Wales they 
would have to make a formal application to the Court of Protection 
and apply to be appointed as a Deputy to run your affairs. This 
procedure involves time and cost, with initial fees and on-going costs, 
and the appointed Deputy is subject to on-going supervision by the 
court.  If no Attorney has been appointed, the Local Authority may 
apply directly to the court to become a Deputy, and this could 
potentially cut out the relatives altogether.  This is why it is always 
worth planning ahead, so that someone you know and trust can 
manage your affairs if the need should arise 

By Paul Savuto APFS, Chartered Financial Planner  
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POLEHANGER: A FARMING DIARY 
 
Episode 44 

  

Spring Greens and Seasoning 
I am writing (this paragraph at least) on 1st June. The relay of the seasons has 
been re-run and spring appears to have got the handover right this time having 
dropped the baton several days ago on its first attempt.  
Today is, in meteorological terms, the first day of summer; and swallows have 
re-appeared today, having hidden for a couple of weeks since my last sighting. 
Runner bean poles are erected and courgettes ready to transplant. So the signs 
are there, but the temperatures are low and the north wind stubbornly refuses 
to make way for a warmer one. 
Recommencing writing on 12th June, I notice that the swallows have given up 
again. They made a start on extending the nest they built two years ago but 
maybe there are just not enough flying insects for them, or, indeed, mud for 
nest construction. If that is due to the lack of mud that would be so ironic, 
given its universal availability over the past year until very recently.  
Crops 
The winter wheat is looking very good in comparison to many crops around and 
about that have suffered from the wet and cold preventing sowing, or 
compromising germination and growth once sown in less than ideal conditions. 
This is in no small part a reflection of the enthusiasm and attention to detail 
that Mark Brinkley puts into the management (agronomy) of our crops and the 
others he is responsible for. It is also a feature of this year’s being 1st wheats at 
Polehnager (i.e. next crop after Oil Seed Rape) which are earlier sown in 
September: 2nd wheats (i.e. after 1st wheats) are sown in October to minimize 
disease and weed carry over. Most of Mark’s 2nd wheats didn’t get sown due to 
the wet conditions and he has replaced them in his cropping programme with 
Spring Barley, sown in early April. 
I heard a comment from the NFU on the news this morning that, as a result of a 
recent farmer survey, they are predicting a 30% weather related reduction in 
the UK harvest tonnage this year. This is in contrast to the predictions of a 
record global wheat harvest; though much pre-harvest weather is still to come 
in the major producing nations of the US,  
Canada, Ukraine and Brazil for example, and, if bad for grain fill, can upset 

those predictions. Currently forward prices offered for, say,  
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November 2013, for grain yet to be harvested  are ‘easing’ back on the 

assumption of good supply. But the global reserve carry over stock of grain is 

still very tight and this leads to nervousness and price fluctuations as news of 

crop development, good or bad, is received. Our prices are no longer primarily 

affected by UK harvest predictions. 

Footpaths and Conservation 
It is the time of year to keep public and permissive footpaths cut back so that 
walkers can enjoy easy access. I like doing this task as it gives me more leisurely 
time to appreciate the natural environment and wildlife on our farm, both in 
the broad landscape sweep and at the smaller individual species scale. I have to 
temper this far away and more whimsical state of mind with concentrating on 
the job in hand. More than once I have been within a foot of driving into the 
river whilst topping the path alongside as my attention has been diverted!  In 
early June, every wild plant seems to have come to flower at once: and the 
wonderful colour range of greens puts the ‘limited’ Dulux chart in its place.  

Linda Primett informed me that she has managed to get the Red Arrows to 
‘perform’ at the Summer Fair; which will have just happened when this issue of 
the Messenger comes through your letter box. Well done Linda! She said that 
the Arrows had requested a landing facility so they could come by for a cup of 
tea after their fly-past. I was keen to oblige and had a good look to see where 
we could accommodate them but wasn’t able to find anywhere close due to 
the hilly nature of Crackle Hill; so I’m sorry that you had to put up with just the 
aerobatics and did not have a chance to meet the pilots and planes in person!  
 
Michael Foster’s Diary, July 1963 (Italics = my comment) 
1st: Mending (replacing failed transplants) then hand hoeing brussells.  
(Throughout month): setting cow cabbage, tractor hoeing kale, spraying 
mangolds, baling grass and lucerne hay. (For winter cattle feed; variety of crop 
only possible because of high number of staff at the time). 
22nd: Village Hall Fete; our 2 ponies gave 50 rides each at 2d and 3d a time (1p = 
2.5d) 
30th: Mowing thistles in meadows (obviously unpalatable to cattle and 
aggressive occupiers of land that should be growing grass if not cut) 
 
PS I hope you recognized the Red Arrows ‘joke’ and didn’t mind my flight of 
fancy! 
Chris Foster: 10th June 2013 
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LIFE ON THE WILD SIDE 

By JEREMY HOLDEN 

Snakes 

Ever since Genesis, snakes have had a bad reputation: even before that in fact. 
The ancient Egyptians had remedies for snake bites, and Cleopatra committed 
suicide by an asp, so the story goes. It is true that snakes can be deadly. About 
15% of known snake species are venomous, or at least venomous enough to 
produce effects in humans. The World Health Organization quotes a figure of 
95,000 to 120,000 deaths, 400,000 amputations or other serious health factors 
per year from snake envenomations. These occur mostly in rural communities. 
In Southeast Asia, where I now live, snakes are usually killed on sight, 
regardless of the real danger.  

But those of us that know snakes more intimately realise that the bad rap is 
often an unfair one. Part of my job photographing wildlife involves finding and 
sometimes catching snakes. In Sumatra, for instance, there are some 140 
species recognised. They are found everywhere. We had one in the kitchen 
cupboard once and I have seen them sliding silently around the house on 
occasion; but for the most part snakes are secretive. They come into contact 
with people only by accident. Most snake bites occur when a barefooted 
villager treads on a viper along a path, disturbs a wood pile in which a cobra is 
resting, or fails to spot a camouflaged green viper in a bush he is cutting.  

As part of the biodiversity of a place they are something I seek out. Despite the 
diversity of species, and the probable high density of individuals, snakes are 
very difficult to find. Their cryptic colouration makes them hard to spot and 
they quickly vanish if they sense they are being approached. I feel lucky to find 
even one snake on a night’s search.  I can also vouch for the general good 
temper of most snake species (not all – I have been bitten numerous times by 
the spindly but pugnacious vine snake).  

One reason I feel obliged to stick up for snakes is that things could have worked 
out very differently for me, were snakes as malign as most people fear. One 
evening in Sumatra I was walking back through the forest after spending 11 
hours in a hide trying to photograph birds. I was tired and not paying attention 
and didn’t notice a king cobra stretched across the narrow track. The king cobra 
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is the world’s largest venomous snake. As venom goes it is not the worst, but 
the sheer volume of venom injected means that a bite from this snake results 
in death. I didn’t notice the snake (a relatively small one at about 3 metres 
long) until I was mid-stride over it. The snake saw me at the same time and 
rose up into its usual threat pose. However, as I was already straddling the 
snake it hit my leg and curled round my thigh like a living example of the Rod of 
Asclepius. At this point I realised I was in contact with a king cobra. It happened 
so quickly. The snake reared up and butted me in the stomach. It was definitely 
a head butt, not a strike. At the time I thought that this was a consequence of 
my forward movement and the snake’s upward movement. Whatever, by the 
time I hit the ground again, the snake had vanished.  I considered myself very 
lucky. It was only years later that I learned that king cobras will do this – head 
butt instead of bite – when they sense that it is an accidental encounter. They 
are, after all, credited as being the most intelligent of snakes and have no 
desire to waste their precious venom on something that they don’t intend to 
eat.  

A King Cobra (No, not THE one!) 

 

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rod_of_Asclepius
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rod_of_Asclepius
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THE LUCY PAGES 
By Lucy Standbridge 

Aged 11  
              
 

For this month’s article, I have interviewed four Year 4’s from Meppershall 
Lower School who are going to be leaving the lower school and moving up to 
middle school in September. This is a big change, moving to a new school, 
which can be exciting but also worrying, so I am interviewing Meppershall 
children to see how they feel about leaving Meppershall Lower and moving up 
to middle school. The children I interviewed were Megan Myers and Scott 
Metcalfe, who will be going to Henlow Academy, and Maisie Slade and Sam 
Germann who will be going up to Robert Bloomfield Academy. 
My first question was what lessons did they find the most interesting and 
enjoy. Megan said that she loved art and Sam enjoyed science because of the 
experiments they do, like making soap! He also liked the Rainforest project 
which he said “.....was very interesting, learning about the tribes that are 
there” and also enjoyed the Romans with their invention of central heating. 
Maisie enjoyed the World War II project which was accompanied by a school 
trip to the Duxford Imperial War Museum, learning log homework and other 
project work.  
Both of the boys are looking forward to sport at their new schools as there is a 
bigger variety of clubs, including hockey, football and rugby that they are keen 
to do! Scott is looking forward to football club as he already plays for Shefford 
Saints. There are more sports opportunities for the boys to take part in at the 
academies and they can try all sorts of different sports in lessons and clubs. 
All four of them enjoyed their time at Meppershall because it is a small and 
friendly school and they knew everyone there. Mrs Mandy Allen who teaches 
year 3 was Maisie’s favourite teacher because “She is really kind, calm and she 
hasn’t shouted while I’ve been there”! Scott is looking forward to art lessons 
and clubs so he can draw, and Megan is looking forward to moving up to a 
bigger school. Scott, Maisie and Megan are all looking forward to making new 
friends, while Sam is looking forward to science and the experiments they do at 
Robert Bloomfield. 
I’m sure that all of the Year 4’s will get on well at their new schools. 
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CALENDAR OF MEPPERSHALL EVENTS 

July 2013 
 

 

Wednesday 3rd    
Read through of Pantomime 7.30pm Village Hall 

Wednesday 10th    

Auditions for Pantomime 7.30pm Village Hall 
Thursday 11th    

Evergreens 2.15 – 4.00 pm The Sugar Loaf 

Tuesday 23rd    

Carers’ Fayre 10.30 am - 2.30 pm The Letchworth Centre 
Monday 22nd (No August Meeting)   

Parish Council Meeting 7.45 pm Village Hall 

Thursday 25th    

Evergreens 2.15 – 4.00 pm The Sugar Loaf 
Monday 29th – Thursday 1st Aug   

Sparks 10.00 am – 2.00 pm St Mary’s Church 

   

   
   

 

August/September 2013 
 

Monday 9th Sept   
Parish Council Meeting 7.45 pm Village Hall 

Saturday 21st September   

Charity Quiz Night with 
Ploughman’s Supper 

7.30 for 8.00 pm Village Hall 
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PUZZLE PAGE 

Su Doku 103 

 
 

Su Doku 104 

 

(Solutions on page 28 – with thanks to Paul Smith)  

2

5 8 4

9 5 1

6 7

3 5 4

4 9 3

8 3

7 6 8

1 3 2 5

9 5 6 8

3 2

9 1 7

6 2 9

8 1

3 4 8

3

5 8 2 3 6

1 5
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MEPPERSHALL SOCIAL CLUB 

Membership charges: 
SINGLE     £7.50 

FAMILY     £15.00 

OAP SINGLE: £5.00    OAP FAMILY: £10.00 

MEMBERSHIP FORMS AVAILABLE FROM THE BAR 
 
 
 

1st Monday                                   Games Night 

Cards, dominoes, board games 

Challenge a friend to game over a drink 
 

 

2nd Sunday   
Quiz Night 

With Quiz Master Paul Carne at 7:30 pm 

£1 per person. No Maximum Team size 

Half money taken will be 1st prize, the rest will go to Keech Cottage 

 
3rd Wednesday 

Food Night 
 Food served at 7.00 – 8.30: £3 per person 

Tickets available from the bar or by calling Gemma on 07968 529282 
 

Saturday 6th July 
Karen’s Karaoke – 8.00pm ‘til late 

 
Advance Notice 

Quiz with Ploughman’s Supper In aid of Cancer Research 
Saturday 21st September - 7.30 for 8.00 sharp start 

£4.00 per person – max team = 6. 
 

Elvis Night 
Saturday 26th October 

Members £3 each, Non Members £5.  Includes buffet 
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Solution to Su Doku 103 
 

 
 
 
Solution to Su Doku 104 

 

 
 
 
 
 
  

1 3 2 4 5 6 7 9 8

5 7 9 8 1 2 4 6 3

8 4 6 7 3 9 2 5 1

4 6 3 9 7 5 8 1 2

9 2 8 3 6 1 5 7 4

7 1 5 2 4 8 9 3 6

2 8 1 5 9 3 6 4 7

3 5 7 6 2 4 1 8 9

6 9 4 1 8 7 3 2 5

9 7 5 4 6 2 8 3 1

1 6 4 8 3 7 9 2 5

2 3 8 9 5 1 6 7 4

7 5 6 1 8 3 2 4 9

8 4 9 7 2 5 1 6 3

3 2 1 6 4 9 5 8 7

4 9 2 3 1 6 7 5 8

5 8 7 2 9 4 3 1 6

6 1 3 5 7 8 4 9 2
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MEPPERSHALL CRIME REPORT 
 

What follows is a copy of the report presented by PCSO Gill Richardson to the meeting of the 

Parish Council on Monday 10
th

 June. 

 

 
 

Committed Date Offence Street 

1 16/05/2013 Burglary In A Dwelling St. Marys Place 

2 30/05/2013 Criminal Damage - Other Hoo Road 

3 26/05/2013 Criminal Damage - To Vehicles Brookmead 

4 14/05/2013 Criminal Damage - Other High Street 

5 14/05/2013 
Burglary In A Building Other Than 

A Dwelling 
High Street 

 
1:  Entry was gained through an insecure rear window, smashed internal 
window.  Offender made off with general household goods. 
2:  The criminal damage was domestic related. 
3:  A car was keyed. 
4: Damage occurred whilst attempting to steal gardening equipment. 
5: Garden equipment was stolen from a barn. 
 
Colette House and her team of volunteers have been out several times with the 
Speed Watch equipment in the village and a small number of vehicles have 
been recorded speeding. 
As always, I would recommend residents call 101 if they see or hear anything 
suspicious, callers can remain anonymous if required.    
 
Kind regards 
Gill 
PCSO 3659 Gill Richardson 
Bedfordshire Police, Shefford, Stotfold & Arlesey Local Policing Team 
Biggleswade Police Station 
Station Road, Biggleswade  SG18 8AL 
Wk : 01234 842515  Mb : 07931294618  
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Henlow Church of England Academy 
 

 

We are now into the last and very busy term of the year.  
 
As their time at Henlow Church of England Academy comes to an end 
and they look forward to starting the next rung on their educational 
ladder, our Year 8’s have much to prepare this term. It starts with a 
residential trip to the Lake District, where they will experience 
activities such as rock climbing, abseiling, ghyll scrambling, canoeing 
and walking. 
They will take part in their final Henlow Church of England Academy 
sports day on Wednesday 17th July and on Monday 22nd July, they will 
present and exhibit a showcase of all their work, experiences and 
achievements whilst attending the School. We would like to take this 
opportunity to wish all our leavers a fond farewell and every success 
in their future endeavours. 
 
Wednesday 3rd July     Gym and Dance Display 
Thursday 4th July     Gym and Dance Display 
Wednesday 17th July    Sports Day 
Thursday 18th July    Reserve Sports Day 
Thursday 18th July     Yr 8 Leavers’ Event 
Monday 22nd July Yr8 Exhibition and 

Presentation Evening 
Wednesday 24th July    Final Assembly 

End of School Year 
 
School resumes Thursday 5th September 2013. 
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FILM REVIEW                                                     By Carlie Newman 
 

 
Well, we certainly have a major film in Baz Luhrmann's THE GREAT 
GATSBY (cert. 12A 2hrs. 24mins.). Whether it is a true representation 
of F. Scott Fitzgerald's wonderful novel is debatable. It stars Leonardo 
Di Caprio as Jay Gatsby and Tobey Maguire as the narrator of the 
story, Nick Carraway. The wild parties, drink, music and dancing are 
caught almost to perfection but the more intimate moments are lost 
in the general over-indulgence. 
  
Di Caprio gives a good portrayal of the rich Gatsby who moves to a 
house across the water from the lady he is trying to win back. Once 
too poor to secure Daisy (Carey Mulligan) in marriage, he now yearns 
after her as she lives a life of wealth and indulgence with her brutish 
husband, Tom Buchanan (Joel Edgerton). It is 1922 and, by chance, 
Nick moves into the house next door to Gatsby and becomes 
involved in his life as Jay uses Nick, who is second cousin to Daisy, to 
woo her anew.  
  

 
 
Carey Mulligan and Leonardo Di Caprio 
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Nick watches and comments as Tom romances the wife, Myrtle (Isla 

Fisher), of the local garage owner, George Wilson (Jason Clarke) and 

Daisy falls under Gatsby's spell but is loath to leave her husband and 

child. Nick also observes the lavish parties thrown by Gatsby to lure 

Daisy to his opulent house. Jay, himself, keeps away from the throng 

of people enjoying his hospitality.  

 
Luhrmann has caught the luxury of those wealthy enough to enjoy all 
the 20s have to offer. His use of 3D adds to the beautiful production 
design and lovely costumes (under the direction of Luhrmann's wife, 
Catherine Martin), but the characters get somewhat lost in all the 
excitement. In particular we don't see enough of the relationship 
between Myrtle and her husband (who are both very good actors) 
and Tom and Myrtle so that the tragedy, when it occurs, comes out 
of the blue. I am not sure that those who haven't read the book will 
be able to easily follow the early part of the film. Carey Mulligan 
looks and acts well as Daisy and, to my mind, is as good as Mia 
Farrow was in an earlier version. The director uses music that wasn't 
around in the 20s and it is not too intrusive. It is the emphasis on 
spectacle that detracts from the actual narrative and so distorts 
Fitzgerald's story. It is a notoriously difficult book to film and 
Luhrmann has made a good stab at it. 
  
  



33 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Well that’s the first half of 2013 over - now on with the next half. At 
this rate it will soon be Christmas! This brings me to the read- 
through for this year’s pantomime, ‘Sleeping Beauty’, which will take 
place on Wednesday 3rd July at 7.30pm.  Auditions follow on Wed 
10th July at 7.30pm. (14 years and under must be accompanied by a 
Parent or Guardian). If you have a thespian inside you fighting to get 
out come along: pantomimes are great fun - both the rehearsals and 
performances.  If you are interested in make-up, set-painting or 
backstage work, come along on Wednesday 3rd July at 7.30pm. We 
look forward to meeting you. 

   
The dates of this year’s pantomime are as follows: 
Fri 29th Nov, 7.45pm; Sat 30th Nov, 3pm & 7.45pm  
Fri 6th Dec, 7.45pm; Sat 7th Dec, 3pm & 7.45pm 
 
Do you like karaoke? The Meppershall Social Club host Karen’s 
Karaoke on Saturday 6th July (8pm till late) in the Social Club area at 
the Village Hall. There will be lots of tracks, with lyrics displayed on 
the large screen. It’s a fun evening out, in a friendly atmosphere. 
Still wanted is one pianist and some Handy Andy’s or Andrea’s for 
set- building rooms for 2 & 3-act plays.  
    
The players meet every Wednesday evening at 7.30pm at the Village 
Hall. Membership is free and we welcome anyone from the age of 9 
years to 90+ to indulge in acting, singing, directing, choreographing, 
sound, lighting, set-building, scenery painting, front-of-house, 
backstage, stage managing, make up, costumes, etc. 
If you are interested in any of the above we look forward to meeting 
you.                
Karen Mitchell (Players Chairman)  - 01462 816336
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Now is a very busy time for gardeners and garden lovers.  After the cold 

and wet winter, gardens are now thriving, with early flowering plants still 

competing with plants that normally flower in May and June! 
 

We are working on the Village Hall planters & borders in preparation for 

the Summer Fair - after all that rain and then a good couple of days of 

sunshine there are plenty of unwanted ‘guests’ growing that need 

removing! 

 

Activities: 

 

Recently some of us visited the Open Gardens in Campton where we 

enjoyed a variety of beautiful plants and gardens. In addition the church 

hall offered lovely homemade tea and cakes alongside plant sales.   

 

If you are interested in looking rather than doing there are an abundance 
of gardens open to the public this year.  As well as those open under the 

National Garden Scheme www.ngs.org.uk also look at the Open Gardens 

website www.opengardens.co.uk which advertises several of the events in 

the Bedfordshire area.  

 
We will again have a plant stall the Meppershall Summer Fair. 
Let’s hope for good weather but not much wind – I have memories of our 

gazebo wanting to take flight – I understand that this year that’s a job for 

the BBMF Hurricane & the Red Arrows! 

 
Next month some of us are planning a trip to the Sandringham Flower 

show as part of the Shefford Leisure Group. 

 
I’m loving all the Peonies – aren’t they great this year?! 

 
Until next time,                    
Kim Lee Tyler 
 
Linda Parker   01462  815114  or 
Kim Lee Tyler  01462  811750  or 
Sarah Till   01462  817176  or  
e-mail at: meppershallgardenclub@hotmail.co.uk  
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10 Top Gardening Tasks for July 
1) Dead-head roses, perennials and annuals to keep them flowering. 
2) After a spell of wet weather, mulch your borders with compost or bark, to 

preserve that moisture for the hot, dry weather to come (!) 
3) Be brutal and cut back early perennials that flowered in May and June, to 

ground level. Fresh leaves will soon come through, and maybe even more 
flowers. 

4) Despite any rain, pots and baskets can remain dry as large leaves act as 
umbrellas - check them regularly and water. 

5) Continue to feed tomatoes, strawberries in tubs, and patio pots with 
tomato food, for the best fruit and flowers. 

6) Lift early potatoes, and earth-up maincrop varieties. 
7) Propagate strawberries by potting up runners from healthy plants. 
8) Harvest any crops regularly - most taste best when cut young. 
9) There is still time in early July to plant runner and French beans where you 

want them to grow - for an Autumn crop. 
10) Take cuttings of tender perennials, e.g. Penstemons, Pelargoniums and 
Marguerites and grow the cuttings on indoors.  This is an easy and cheap way 
to increase your stock. 
 

BEASTS: 
Watch out for: 
All of last month’s pests and diseases are still around, but are joined by: blight 
(on tomatoes as well as potatoes), powdery mildew, rust, blossom end rot 
(tomatoes) earwigs, scale insects, carrot fly, red spider mite and aphids. The 
best defence is a sharp eye, removing the source - but gardens with bird 
feeders have less aphids as the birds eat the seeds as a starter then feed on the 
bugs for their main course! 
 
BEAUTIES:  
Enjoy in flower:  
BULBS & PERENNIALS: Lilies, Day Lilies, Hollyhocks, Salvias, Sweet Peas, 
Crocosmia, Agapanthus, Dierama (Fairy’sFishing Rod) and later, DAHLIAS - now 
available  in the brightest range of colours imaginable. 
SHRUBS:  Buddleia, Hydrangea, Lavender, Fuchsia, mid-season Clematis, and 
many Roses will keep flowering this year as they have taken so long to get 
going! 
Contributed by Viv Harvey  
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NEW DANCE STUDIO OPENS 

 
Dance teachers Rodney and Sandra Weeks, former British Dance 
Champions, who have been established as the leading dance professionals in 
Bedfordshire for over 40 years, have just celebrated the opening of their brand 
new dance studio at Wrest Park, Silsoe in Mid Beds.  Saturday 18th May saw a 
packed ballroom witness the opening ceremony performed by television, 
theatre and film star Vicki Michelle MBE. Vicki, who is best known for her 
portrayal of Yvette Cart Blanche in the hit show 'Allo Allo', had a great time and 
spent the whole of the evening with Rodney and Sandra and their guests. 
  
Rodney and Sandra have spent the last three months having the ballroom 
refurbished to an extremely high standard. On entering the 
building visitors are greeted by an attractive mirrored reception area, a special 
waiting and relaxation area, excellent toilet and kitchen facilities. Special 
lighting effects, including a glitter ball, have been added and a stunning star 
curtain with hundreds of LED's completes the effect. Finally a brand new dance 
floor has been laid making a perfect surface for all to enjoy their dancing. 
  
A further highlight of the evening was a stunning cabaret by the UK's number 
one professional ballroom couple Warren & Kristi Boyce from Bournemouth. 
Warren and Kristi are also currently rated in the top six in the world and an 
extra surprise for the guests was an appearance by Warren & Kristi's son Glen 
with his partner Kayleigh who are eleven years old and are the current World 
Champions in their age group. The dancers received a standing ovation for their 
performances which delighted the assembled company. 
 
Rodney & Sandra tell us that their new studio 'Strictly Dance & Fitness 
Bedfordshire' will be catering for various dance and fitness styles in addition to 
their own specialities of ballroom and Latin American dancing. In addition to 
classes they will be running regular feature dances, tea dances and practice 
sessions for all.  
  
One of their first additions is a brand new class for absolute beginners in 
Ballroom and Latin American which started on Monday 17th June from 7.15pm 
to 8.15pm. For any further information Rodney or Sandra can be contacted on 
01234 823537 or 07771 570814. 
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SStt  MMaarryy’’ss    

GGiifftt  SSuunnddaayy  

FFeeaattuurriinngg  tthhee  ffaammoouuss  TTeeddddyy  bbeeaarr  aabbsseeiilliinngg!!  

  

RReeffrreesshhmmeennttss  ffrroomm  oouurr  lloovveellyy  nneeww  kkiittcchheenn!!  

  

AAnndd  mmuucchh  mmoorree  ffuunn  aanndd  ggaammeess..  

SSaavvee  tthhee  ddaattee::  SSuunnddaayy  11sstt  SSeepptteemmbbeerr  11--55ppmm  

WWaattcchh  tthhiiss  ssppaaccee  ffoorr  mmoorree  ddeettaaiillss  
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SUMMER SCHOOLS! 

The Summer Holidays are nearly here and Mad Hatters Theatre School are running 

Summer Schools for 4-5 yr olds and 6-18 yr olds: 

Mini Hatters (4-5yrs) 

Date:  13
th

-15
th

 August 2013 

Times: 10am – 2.30pm 

Venue:  Shefford Methodist Church.   

Price: £45* 

(*10% Sibling Discount) 

 

Come and enjoy 3 DAYS of THEATRE FUN by Singing, Dancing, Acting  

and taking part in DAILY ARTS AND CRAFTS. 
……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Main School (6-18yrs) 

Date:  Mon 5
th

 - Fri 9
th

 August 2013 

Times: 10am – 4pm 

Venue:  Shefford Methodist Church.   

Price: £85* 

(*10% Sibling Discount PLUS £5 Early bird discount if you book before July 12
th 

2013) 

 

Come and enjoy 5 DAYS of THEATRE FUN by Singing, Dancing, Acting  

and creating a Musical in a WEEK!  

…………………………………………………………………………………… 

Mad Hatters Theatre School is open to all budding performers, whether 

you have experience in performing or not….. it is guaranteed to give you an 

excellent time during your summer holidays! 

So come and join us….EVERYONE IS WELCOME! 

LIMITED PLACES - CALL NOW TO BOOK YOUR PLACE! 

07789 510 899 
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Parents, Grandparents, & Childminders are all welcome. 
 
We have welcomed many new faces so far this term, and 
had lots of fun junk modelling by turning boxes into a huge 
robot, or singing some new rhymes. Some tried cherries for 
the first time, or they played with the Bob the Builder work 
bench kindly donated by a parent. We also made cards for 
Father’s Day, and have been to Standalone Farm for a 
teddy bears picnic!   
 
We would like everyone to feel they can input their views 
and ideas when they come along, and we are always happy 
to accept more offers of help to set up at 1:15 if you can join 
us before we start. We would also really appreciate a 
coffee/snack assistant from 1:15 till 3:15 if anyone has this 
time available and feels they would enjoy helping out. 
 
This month we have someone along from ‘A’ is for ‘Active’ on 9th July, and our Party 
Package out on the last Tuesday of term including our bouncy castle, tents and ride-ons.  
After which we hope everyone has a great summer holiday!  
 

Come and join the fun at Meppershall Village Hall 

 Every Tuesday in term time from 1:30 till 3pm.  
 

Under 1’s: 50p * Under 3’s: £1.00 * Under 5’s: £1.50  
FIRST VISIT FREE - MAX ENTRY £2 (EXC. PARTIES) 

 
Craft, drink & snack included each week  

 
Look for Meppershall Tots on facebook, or email meppershalltots@hotmail.co.uk  

 Please ring Debbie on 07713 627376 for more information 
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NOTICE BOARD 
 

 

SPARKS! 
The successful children’s summer holiday club is back for another year! 
Mon 29th July–Thurs 1st August, 10am-2pm. Email dawn.abbatt@gmail.com  to 
volunteer to help, lead or support … it is always a truly great week! 
 

 

 
Calling all village organisations.  I have a 20watt PA system with microphone 
and speakers should you be able to use it. (FREE) 851208. 

Denis Neilson 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

mailto:dawn.abbatt@gmail.com
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Ponderings 
We would like to give a warm welcome to Ella and Jacob who are joining us this 
term.  We also say a sad goodbye to Ethan, Kalin, Phoebe, Lyland, Tabitha, Dylan, 
Marley, Jamie, Isabelle, Harry, Teya, Dylan H, and Emily! We wish them lots of luck 
starting big school. On the last day of term we are holding a party/sports days with a 
leavers ‘Grand Finale’! I am sure there will be lots of laughter and tears on the day, 
especially when parents come back to watch. 
 
Our newly named ‘Mini Diggers’ allotment has been enjoyed by many so far this 
term, not just the children who have been fascinated watching plants grow, or thrilled 
by playing in a muddy puddle.  It would not be possible without the kind donations 
from the local community, or all the thought and time put in by staff and parents alike. 
Thanks to you all. We now have lots of flowers and vegetables that will need 
watering over the summer, so if you are ever walking past the allotments please do 
look out for the ‘Mini Diggers’ sign and water away to your heart’s content.  We 
happen to be right next to the tap 
 
Everyone involved with the Pre-school would also like to say a huge thank you to 
Sarah Myers who has been Treasurer of the committee for 5 years, and recently 
stepped down at our AGM.  Sarah has helped the Pre-school through many changes, 
putting in lots of hours, blood, sweat and tears!  We wish you well in all you do in the 
future. 

 

Meppershall Pre-school, located in Meppershall Village Hall, can 
take up to 24 children in each session from in and around the 

surrounding areas from the age of 2 years 6 months. 
We also have limited spaces for funded two year olds. 

Please ring 07713 627376, email info@meppershall-ps.co.uk, or 

visit www.meppershall-ps.co.uk to find out more about the 
Early Years Foundation Stage and exceptional care we offer. 
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THE BIKE SHED                                                             By Wayne Allen   

Drag Racing & Ian King (6-times FIM European Top Fuel Bike 
Champion)       
         
In this edition of The Bike Shed I am very fortunate and privileged to have Ian King agree to 
contribute to the content of this story. Unless you are a drag racing fan then most of you will 
be asking who is Ian King.  In my view Ian is unfortunately one of the great unsung heroes of 
our sporting nation. This is simply down to the fact that drag racing is still considered a 
minority sport and the general media coverage remains, at best, limited.  If only he played 
football for a living! So before we begin the insight into Ian’s contribution to drag racing, 
let’s reveal some of the history and basics. Drag racing can be traced back to America to the 
1930s and beyond.  Car enthusiast (or hot-rodders as they are known) would challenge each 
other as to who had the fastest car on the back roads of the US. Naturally it was deemed 
dangerous as well as illegal to run on public roads. so in the 1950s the first official tracks 
started to emerge with accurate timing to measure the acceleration and terminal speed over 
a given distance, in this case a ¼ mile. Most of the early tracks were converted airfields and 
this is best illustrated by Santa Pod Raceway in Bedfordshire, (near the village of Podington 
to be precise), Europe’s leading permanent drag strip, which was an airbase during WW2.  
 
The format of racing is quite simply two vehicles lined up side by side on a dual lane track. 
They are controlled by a lighting system known as the Christmas tree due to the number of 
sequenced and various coloured lights. The skill of the competitors is to predict the lights 
changing to green upon which they launch their vehicles as fast as possible to complete the 
¼ mile distance in the shortest time possible. Sounds simple but having taking my own bike 
on a RWYB (Run What You Brung) day there is a lot to coordinate to ensure a good run and 
many things can and do go wrong.  I have to say that when you get it right, it is a fantastic 
sensation and you don’t have to worry about speeding fines. There are many classes of 
vehicles for both cars and bikes so it can be accessed by all. One of the great attractions of 
the sport is that the fans can freely roam the paddocks and meet the riders, drivers and 
teams first hand. You really do feel part of it, unlike other motoring events. So now that you 
have some insight into drag racing, I would like to turn the rest of the article over to my 
interview with Ian, which we had to conduct by email due to his very hectic schedule and for 
which I am very grateful for the time he gave to complete this.  

 
Ian provided some history regarding how is interest started. His initial venture into bikes was 
at the age of 12 when he built his first motorcycle. This was based on Raleigh Chopper push 
bike (styled like a custom chopper), into which he inserted a Garelli 70 scooter engine. This 
passion then saw Ian become an award winning constructor of custom road bikes. The drag 
racing bug was the result of day trip to Santa Pod Raceway which led onto competing on his 
own bikes at the ‘Run What You Brung’ events I mentioned earlier. Ian made tremendous 
progress through the ranks of the bike classes which resulted in being top of his game. I now 
pick up with Ian as the reigning FIM European Top Fuel Bike Champion with a few questions. 
Of all the options of racing bikes, why drag racing? 
The excess of power, speed, noise and acceleration.  
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Which win or award that you have achieved (and there have been many) in this sport do 
you find most rewarding to you?  
The first time I won the ACU UK and FIM European Championships in the same year.  
Have the recent challenges of the world economy reduced the field entry in your class of 
racing at events, and therefore is sponsorship becoming more of a challenge? 
No, entry has increased despite the economy, but racers generally run on their own rather 
than sponsor’s budgets. 
What has seen the most dramatic evolution out of the key components of the bike such as 
engine, tyres, transmission and automotive electronics over the past 10 years? 
Ignition and clutch control. 
Santa Pod has recently been re-surfaced. What difference is this making to performance 
and setup requirements to the bike?  

So far it does not have enough rubber on it for optimal traction but as it is much smoother in 
the shutdown area it is easier to run it `out the back door’.  
What advice would you give to someone, young or old, who was considering entry to the 
sport? 
Do it, you will never regret this form of motorsport for social, fun and economic reasons. 
If you could have one wish for the future of drag racing what would it be?  
That every country in Europe has a World Class drag strip. 
 

The class of bike that Ian has constructed and competes with is a true marvel of engineering 
excellence, with blistering performance.  Most observers would be impressed with the 
performance of a standard factory hyper bike like my own Kawasaki ZX12R.  At one point 
back in 2001this was the fastest road going production bike.  However to appreciate the 
power of Ian’s bike I will leave with you some impressive stats. It will out-accelerate most 

vehicles from a standing start, including all Formula One cars and even Thrust SSC and F15 

Jet Fighter planes. 

0 – 60 mph (97 km/h) in 0.7 seconds      
0 – 100 mph (161 km/h) in 1.1 seconds 
0 – 250 mph (400 km/h) under 6 seconds 

Fuel injected, over 11 gallons of the explosive fuel 
Nitromethane per minute. Output of 1500 
Horsepower depending on tune. 
 
For more information about Ian King and his team 
please visit  
www.kingracing.com 
Once again thanks to Ian for his time and insight to this thrilling sport. If you would like to 
see Ian and others competing at Santa Pod please check the website for future events. 
www.santapod.co.uk 

  

http://www.kingracing.com/
http://www.santapod.co.uk/
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COVERS BY REQUEST 
 
This month’s cover is a special commission: Deputy Head Teacher Mary Barker 
asked if feature status on our cover could be offered as the prize in the 
Minibeast Garden’s competition being run in Beeches class, and I was delighted 
to agree.  The children in Beeches class are 5 – 6 years old and the competition 
was to design & build a garden suitable for minibeasts (for those whose 
schooling was a long time ago, that’s insects and such!).  Mary says: 
“The children didn't have to put real minibeasts in the garden just pretend ones 
that they had cut out, although we still got a few worms and ants thrown in for 
good measure! The reason I asked the children to design the gardens was to 
fit in with our topic, 'Watch Me Grow'. The children have been learning about 
how humans grow and then about how minibeasts grow. This was also linked 
to our R.E. which is why we refer to the minibeasts as god's creatures.” 

The whole school voted to choose the winning garden and Annie Metcalfe’s 
entry came out tops. 
 

 

SIGNIFICANT EVENTS 
Birthdays in July: 
 
Alan Pritchard will be 83 on 1st  July 
David Corns will be 92 on 13th July 
 
Congratulations to both of the above. 
________________________________________________________________ 
 
If you know of a significant event in the village, please let the Editor know: we 
are looking for things to celebrate!  80th, 90th and 100th birthdays we mark with 
the presentation of a cake from The Messenger. 
We would also love to hear about big anniversaries or any other cause to 
celebrate. 
________________________________________________________________ 

 
RIP 
Beryl Wright died on 30th April, aged 64 
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St. Mary The Virgin 
Meppershall Parish Church (Church of England) 

Church Road, off Campton Road, SG17 5NA 
 
Rector:  The Reverend Veronica Goodman    01462 339962  
– usual day off: Monday 
 
Churchwardens:  
Dawn Abbatt 01462 816962 
James Read 01462 857836 
Meppershall.PCC@gmail.com 
 
PCC Secretary:  
Anne Parsons 01462 813333 annie10639@gmail.com 
 

Services – July 2013 
Date Time Service 

Sunday July 7th  
6th After Trinity 

11.00am 
11.00am 

Parish Communion  
Junior Church at the School 

Sunday July 14th 
7th After Trinity 

8.30am 
 

Holy Communion  
 

Sunday July 21st  
8th After Trinity 

8.30am 
11.00am 

Holy Communion 
All-Age Service 

Sunday July 28th     
9th After Trinity 

11.00am Family Communion 
SPARKS Opening Service 

Monday 29th – 
Thursday 1st 
August 

SPARKS! Children’s summer holiday club.  
Daily 10am-2pm. Email Dawn for more info on 
dawn.abbatt@gmail.com  or call 816962. 

Sunday  
August 4th 

10th After Trinity  

11.00am Parish Communion 
SPARKS Celebration Service 
 

 
St Mary’s weekday service - Wednesdays: 
Holy Communion (Book of Common Prayer), each Wednesday, 10.00am. 
Join us at St Mary’s this summer – tea, coffee and chat are served up after each 
Sunday 11am service and there is a warm welcome awaiting new faces, new 
ideas and new experiences. Come and enjoy your village church. 
 
  

mailto:annie10639@gmail.com
mailto:dawn.abbatt@gmail.com
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A Message from St Mary’s… 
 

As Summer comes and the holidays approach the Church continues in what it 
calls ‘Ordinary Time’.   It sounds boring doesn’t it?!   Basically Ordinary Time is 
anything that is not Advent, Christmas, Lent, or Easter.  The altar frontals are 
green representing life and growth. At this time in the Church year - for 33 or 
34 weeks in all - we think about Jesus, his life, his ministry, his miracles and his 
teachings. 
I think this will be a very busy Summer for the Church in Meppershall ... 
‘Ordinary Summer tasks’ like cutting the Churchyard grass continue to be done.  
I am extraordinarily grateful to people for the hours they give to keep that 
looking nice for all of us. Thank you! 
As I write, our old toilet is being refurbished (and not before time), hopefully 
into a state of the art ‘all persons’, ‘all abilities’ loo.  
Preparations are afoot for the Sparks holiday club beginning on the 29th July - 
look out for more information in this issue of The Messenger.   Dawn has been 
planning for months, and now the whole team is coming together to make the 
final preparations for days of Paul and Pirate based fun. 
There are plans for the new church kitchen to be open for afternoon teas in the 
Summer (dates to be confirmed). So, if you would enjoy a gentle walk through 
the fields followed by tea, cake and a chat do bear that in mind. 
We are also planning a gift day for the church, to be held at the beginning of 
September.  I hear the village teddy bears are already getting excited about the 
chance to abseil once again - mine hasn’t tried it yet!  Look out for more 
information coming soon. 
And if you are looking for something more active, why not roam the local 
countryside (or the wider region!) in the Beds and Herts Historic Churches Trust 
BIKE AND HIKE on 14th September – see the separate advertisement also in this 
issue of The Messenger. Plan that country walk you have always meant to try, 
and build up your fitness, all in a very good cause! 
After the quinquennial (once every five years) inspection of the church we 
hope to begin some of the more urgent works on the church building.  It has 
stood at the highest point in Meppershall for almost one thousand years. We 
would like to make sure it is there for generations to come - not only because it 
is an old and beautiful building, but also because it is the home of a church 
community that we hope will be alive and well in Meppershall for generations 
to come too. 
Wishing you a wonderful summer, 
Rector Roni   
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Mon 29th   

Tues 30th   

Weds 31st   

Thurs 1st    

 

Name of Child ………………………………………..  Age ……………. 

Address 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……… 

Parent’s Name 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Home phone number 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Mobile (Emergency Contact) 

………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Allergies, Medical conditions 

……………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

If possible could I be with my friend 

…………………………………………………………………………………….. 

(We can only attempt to satisfy requests where possible,  and on a first come basis– but we are all very friendly!) 

  

I give permission for my child to join in with all the activities. 

I give my consent for medical treatment or first aid arising out of illness or accident. 

I understand that this takes place on an open site. I give/do not give permission for my child to be photographed. 

  

Signed …………………………………………………………………………………….    Date 

…………………………………….. 

E-mail (if you wish to be contacted about future events): 

……………………………………………………………………………... 

Places are limited, booking and pre-payment essential, sorry no admissions on the day! 

 Please wear old clothes and bring a packed lunch, Contact Dawn (816962) or Morag (643387) for any further info. 

 

Name of Child ………………………………………..  Age ……………. 

Address 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……… 

Parent’s Name 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Home phone number 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Mobile (Emergency Contact) 

………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Allergies, Medical conditions 

……………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

If possible could I be with my friend 

…………………………………………………………………………………….. 

(We can only attempt to satisfy requests where possible,  and on a first come basis– but we are all very friendly!) 

  

I give permission for my child to join in with all the activities. 

I give my consent for medical treatment or first aid arising out of illness or accident. 

I understand that this takes place on an open site. I give/do not give permission for my child to be photographed. 

  

Signed …………………………………………………………………………………….    Date 

…………………………………….. 

E-mail (if you wish to be contacted about future events): 

……………………………………………………………………………... 

Places are limited, booking and pre-payment essential, sorry no admissions on the day! 

 Please wear old clothes and bring a packed lunch, Contact Dawn (816962) or Morag (643387) for any further info. 

Bring your parents and please join us for 
our opening service on Sunday 28th July 
and come and hear all about what we 
have been doing on Sunday 4th August. 
Both 11am at St Mary’s. 

All aboard me hearties for an action packed week of 
swashbuckling at St Mary’s Church, 29th July to 1st 
August 2013 10-2pm. 
Get ye rations packed up in a box and do not be wearin’ 
yer finest clobber! 
Be sendin’ yer messages in a bottle with yer gold by 
the 26th July. 

Tick the days you wish to 

attend: 

Cheques for £3 / day  
made payable to 
Meppershall PCC 
return to  
Meppershall Lower School  
or 28 Brookmead,Meppershall 
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JUNIOR CHURCH 

 

Dear All  

 

As we are enjoying longer days and, finally, some long overdue bouts of 

sunshine, we wanted to take some time thanking HIM for the beauty and 

perfection of HIS creation. Thank you Lord! 

It is in the early mornings or the sunsets we usually are able to take brief 

moments of appreciation in our busy schedules, when we notice that this 

IS a wonderful world. 

Invigorated by this 'summer feeling' the JC team would like to thank the 

patient parents bearing with us rescheduling as we are in the process of 

arranging a second exciting session of Godly Play as soon as possible. 

This session is to be led by Andrew once more. We are very excited about 

this different way of worship and would warmly like to invite you, if you 

are between 3 and 12 years of age, to join us. Please do look out for 

communications about dates.  

On another note, we would like to mention our popular Mini Beast/ 

Treasure Hunt that, of course, is going to go ahead as usual in 

September. Since our usual JC date coincides with the St. Mary's Gift Day 

on Sunday, 1st September, the hunt will commence from 1pm to 2 pm 

instead of the usual JC time, 11 am to midday.  This change but will allow 

families to enjoy the Gift Day together. As above, please look out for 

communications about the details. 

On a closing note we wanted to share with you that we are seeking to 

come into the 21st Century too and are working on adapting to the use 

of Facebook and Parish Website on top of our usual (conventional) 

communications.  

Thank you so much for your support. Enjoy the summer and sunshine. 

See you at our next JC session on Sunday, 7th July, 11 am at Meppershall 

Lower School. 

 

Your JC team 

Gill, Morag, Julie, Andrew and Alex 
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MUSHROOM RAGOUT                           JULY 2013 
 

Ingredients. 
 

50g (1 ¾ oz) unsalted butter 
2 shallots peeled and chopped finely. 

250g (9oz) chestnut mushrooms wiped and cut into quarters. 
1 clove garlic, chopped finely. 

1 sprig thyme 
20 ml (2dsp) sherry. 

50 ml (1 ¾ fl oz) white wine. 
300 ml (1/2 pt) dark chicken stock. 

100 ml (3 ½ fl oz) double cream. 
Salt and freshly ground black pepper to taste. 

Sprigs of parsley. 
 

 

METHOD. 
 

1) Place the butter in a large frying-pan over a low heat. Add the shallots 

and fry gently, stirring for 3 to 4 minutes until they soften. Add the 

mushrooms, garlic, thyme, sherry and white wine and simmer for 5 

minutes until the liquid has reduced to nothing.  

 
2) Pour in the stock and cook for 10 minutes, or until it has reduced by two-

thirds. Add the double cream and simmer gently until reduced by half 

and thickened to a creamy consistency. Season, then stir some chopped 

parsley through and serve on toast, garnished with a sprig of parsley. 

 

3) Serves 4 as a starter, or have as a snack or supper. 
 
Recipes are kindly supplied each month by Brenda Putwain.  Brenda would 
welcome feedback from readers on her recipes.  
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A very Happy Birthday to those of you 
celebrating birthdays in July 

 

Charlotte Rose who will 6 on the 3
rd

 
Oliver Zimmerman who will be 14 on the 6

th
 

Charlotte Watson who will be 12 on the 12
th
 

Chloe Watson who will be 12 on the 12
th
 

Joshua Wright who will be 13 on the 13
th
 

James Metcalfe who will be 11 on the 14
th

 
Erica Ward who will be 14 on the 17

th
 

Scott Metcalfe who will be 9 on the 17
th
 

Elysia Warner who will be 8 on the 20
th
 

Cameron Maxwell who will be 11 on the 26
th
 

Kerys Henderson who will be 11 on the 26
th
 

Ella Gregg who will be 15 on the 30
th 

 
 

If you are under 16 and would like your name added to 
the birthday page, please call Louise Hutson on 814148  

or email at louhuts@gmail.com 
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THE MEPPERSHALL MESSENGER 

CONTRIBUTIONS 
 
The editor welcomes contributions to the Messenger, whether as letters, articles or notices.  
Contributions should preferably be as attachments to e-mail but hand written contributions 
may be sent by post, left at the Editor’s address below or in the folder kept at the Village 
Stores.  Contributions should run to not more than one A5 page (except by prior 
arrangement) and should be received by the Editor not later than the 12th of the month for 
publication at the end of that month.   Contributions received after the deadline may be held 
over. 
 
DISCLAIMER 
 
The Editor reserves the right to omit or alter any advertisement or article and to change the 
content, format or issue date of the magazine without prior notice.  The Editor cannot be 
held responsible for the factual correctness of, or for any libellous comment or statement 
made in any advertisement, article or other contribution published in this magazine.  Every 
effort will be made to avoid any deliberate attempt to mislead or otherwise cause harm or 
damage to any person or persons by any advertisement, article or any other contribution 
published in this magazine. 
 

THE TEAM 
 

Editor Dick Bulley 116  Shefford Road 815114 
 Email: richard.bulley@btinternet.com 
Assistant Editor David Turner 2 Campton Road 813613 
  Email: davidturner25@hotmail.com 
Advertising and 
Distribution 

Colette House 90  Fildyke Road 815585 
Email: colettehouse@gmail.com 

Production Co-
ordination 

Enid Pamment 112 High Street 851397   
Email: enidpamment@aol.com 

Treasurer John Thompson 16  Brookmead  812983 
 Email: jthompson244@btinternet.com 

 

Collating Dates for your Diaries  
2013 2014 

June 24  January 27  
July 29 Double February 24  
August None  March 24  
September 30  April 28  
October 28  May 26  
November 25 Double June 30  

December None  July 28 Double 
Please note that dates in the above table indicate the month in which the collating will take place, at 2.00 pm in 
the Sugar Loaf.  The issue being collated will relate to the following month, e.g. on 24th September the October 
issue will be collated.  

mailto:richard.bulley@btinternet.com

