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Volume 29      Issue 7                                       November 2013 

EDITORIAL 
 

The hottest topic in Meppershall this 
month must be the proposed 
development behind the Village Hall, 
which is why it again gets heavy coverage 
in this issue. Following the exhibition and 
consultation by the developers, there was 
a lively discussion at the Parish Council 
meeting, reported on page 7. This is 
followed by 4 pages setting out the major 
concerns raised at the exhibition and 
some preliminary responses to them.  Even Lucy gets in on the act – 
see page 24. The three parties to the development intend to use the 
Messenger regularly to keep you up to date. 
 
A very full Calendar of Events on page 26 reflects a heavily laden 
Notice Board on pages 41 & 42; please go along and support these 
local fund-raising efforts. 
 

On page 38 we have another contribution from Lewis Birt from his 
REME days, but this time he has moved from North Africa to 
Anglesey.  We are promised a further episode from here in a future 
issue. 
 
And finally, a reminder that the next issue will be the double 
December/January issue, so if you need to get in some news for 
January, you need to catch that one.  There will be no separate 
January issue. 

Dick Bulley 
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LETTERS 

Letter from Jean Holden: 
 
Hi, 

 

A line of thanks to friends and neighbours who came along to 67 High 

Street to support the Marie Curie tea party which friends and I held in July.  

I would like to say we raised £502 in just three hours on a wonderful warm 

afternoon.  We decided to make it a Vintage tea party, which went down very 

well. 

 

Thanks to the many friends who made lovely cakes; also special 

thanks to Maureen, Jill and Donna; we made a great team. We hope to repeat 

the same next year. 

 
Letter from Jane Morris: 
 
Dear Mr Bulley, 
 
My husband Martin and I have had an allotment plot in Meppershall for several 
years. 
 
Last weekend we went to pick our bumper crop of pears and apples from the 
trees on our plot and for the second year in a row somebody had helped  
themselves to our fruit! All they had left were the small unusable apples, and 
one pear they had obviously missed! We were both very disappointed and I am 
wondering if this could be brought up in this month's Messenger. 
 
Your help in this matter is appreciated. 
 
Letter from Enid Pamment: 
 
The Harvest Supper proved a most enjoyable evening; the food was excellent, 
provided by a few very hard working ladies - not to mention the help received 
from the Brownies!  Thank you and well done to you all.  Also, the auction 
afterwards proved hilarious and certainly made the evening very light-hearted 
and fun. 
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MEPPERSHALL NEWS IN BRIEF 

 
Roger & Mary celebrate 30 years at the Bakery 
 

 

 
On the evening of 28th September the wind of earlier in the day 
dropped and the awnings remained intact.  Over the course of that 
evening upwards of 100 people from the village called by to 
congratulate Mary & Roger and to enjoy their hospitality.  It was a 
wonderful opportunity to chat with friends and neighbours and to 
sample a tempting array of different breads, cheeses and canapés, 
not to mention the delicious petit fours.  I think we would all like to 
thank Mary & Roger for providing the occasion, and to wish them 
every success on their way to the next 30 years. 
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MEPPERSHALL BROWNIES 

  
We have had another busy start to the term.  We started back with a fun 
games night and welcomed our two new Brownies, Jessica and Tayla.  The 
Brownies started earning their hostess badge by making invitations to our 
fund-raising supper and deciding what we would serve to eat.  We decided on 
a ploughman’s, followed by apple crumble or jelly and ice-cream. 
 

Screech Owl organised our next meeting, and we 
enjoyed finishing off the ‘Out and About’ badge by 
learning about and following scouting trail signs 
outside.  The girls really enjoyed this and are keen to 
do a longer one in the woods next year.  We then 
came back inside and toasted marshmallows to make 
yummy smores and hot chocolate.   

 
Tawny Owl ran our next meeting where we did autumnal activities including 
making bird feeders and planting hyacinth bulbs.  The Brownies particularly 
enjoyed finding live worms in the soil and dried worms in the bird feed and 
spent most of the time trying to find as many as possible - ugghh!   
 
Parents, grandparents, brothers and sisters joined us for our fund-raising 
supper, which was a really lovely evening.  The girls all worked very hard to 
set up the hall, and prepare and serve all the food to our guests. They did an 
amazing job and definitely earned their Hostess badge.  We 
then had a visit from the District Commissioner who gave an 
embarrassed Tawny Owl and Screech Owl their First Aid 
Certificates.   We then finished off by making everyone join 
in and sing our Brownie songs.  As well as having a lovely 
evening and earning a badge we also raised over £100 
which will go towards packing and sending shoe boxes this 
year for Operation Christmas Child. 
 

If you are interested in your daughter joining Brownies, then please contact 
Snowy Owl (Suzanne) on 07817 392325 or you can register on-line at 
www.girlguiding.co.uk, select the ‘parents’ tab and make sure you put Monday 
afternoon and evening as an option.  Places are limited at the moment and 
you may need to join the waiting list.    

http://www.girlguiding.co.u/
http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=hostess+badge&id=B8E9B40DE9EF26E65FB13C6D13578446963C0213&FORM=IQFRBA
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Family Film Show! 
 

First of all, a big “thank you!” to all that joined us for one or more of 
our ‘Films on Friday!’ at Shefford Baptist Church. Hopefully, the 
variety of choices has been appreciated, and if you have any 
feedback for future choices then please do contact me.   
 
Next month (November) we will be holding a family film show on 
Saturday 23rd November, at 3p.m. The film is ‘Nativity 2: Danger in 
the Manger!’ and is the sequel to the comedy film that saw a school’s 
rather chaotic attempt to put on a public performance of the 
Nativity, due to an overenthusiastic teaching assistant.  Rather like 
the ‘Films on Friday’ entry is FREE with refreshments available 
afterwards, but unlike the ‘Films on Friday’ this is a film open to all 
the family to enjoy. So, we look forward to seeing you all! 
 

Rev. Steve Summerfield 
________________________________________________________ 

St Mary's Churchyard Working Party - Saturday 9th November 

Autumn brings some significant jobs for even the smallest garden – 
and the churchyard is the same (only bigger!). Here is a chance to join 
other members of the community, help the churchyard show its very 
best side for Remembrance Sunday and get a big dose of community-
based feel-good factor by lending a hand with a round-up, clear-up 
and tidy-up. If you have even just an hour to spare - or even better, a 
half day or more! - Why not join in the Churchyard Working Party on 
Saturday 9th November?  

We start at 9.30am and we will keep going through until 4.30pm. On 
your own, with a friend or as a family - meet new people, mix with 
friends, drink our free tea and coffee. Call James on 01462 857836, 
email Meppershall.PCC@gmail.com or simply turn up. 

  

mailto:Meppershall.PCC@gmail.com
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MEPPERSHALL PARISH COUNCIL REPORT 
 
At the October Parish Council meeting we opened with two guests. The first Gill Richardson 
our PCSO gave the meeting a report of the crimes recorded in Meppershall over the 
preceding month. It was noted by members of the public who attended the meeting that 
there was no reference to the drug problem which has been raised regularly at previous 
meetings. She told us that as there had been no reports or complaints logged in the last 
three months so she was not aware of any concerns. Members of the public are therefore 
advised to ring 101 and report all incidents whatever they may be. 
 
We were also addressed by Ian Hanglin who gave an interesting advice session to the Council 
about the maintenance of Old Road Meadow and how it could be managed in the future. 
 
Tony Brown one of our Central Beds councillors was asked about difficulties residents were 
having in obtaining replenishment of waste food bags and replacement garden waste bags 
when existing one are lost or damaged. He told us that we can phone the Chicksands offices 
for some to be delivered or call in at their reception where a stock is always held. 
In the formal part of the meeting the main topic of discussion was about the plans for the 
new Village Hall and the housing development behind the High Street which will provide the 
funds to build the new centre. 
 
I reported to the meeting that more than three hundred people attended the two day 
exhibition in the Village Hall explaining proposals for a new community centre, sports 
pitches, play facilities and housing.  That level of attendance, about 20% of the village 
population, is exceptionally high for a consultation exercise of this kind. The project is a 
cooperative one put forward by the Village Hall Charity, Polehanger Farms Ltd and the Parish 
Council after the housing development proposal was included in the Local Development 
Framework a few years ago. This was conditional on the provision of a replacement for the 
much used but aging Village Hall and the creation of a civic burial ground and sports pitches. 
 
Ten days after the exhibition 119 questionnaires have been completed by members of the 
public.  The interim statistics are set out in the piece which follows.  The comments made on 
the backs of the forms are being reviewed by the Village Hall Trustees, Bloor Homes and the 
Parish Council. The main topics covered are:- 

 Volume of Traffic and congestion where the access road will join High Street 

 Loss of amenity for properties that border onto the new development. 

 Changing character of the Village due to extra housing. 

 Lack of infrastructure, especially bus services, to service 77 new houses. 

 Preferential access for local people to affordable homes 

 Footpath to the High Street becoming a nuisance area 

 Future maintenance costs of the new Community Centre 

 Play Areas and Sports Areas 

 Sports Fields could be built on in future 

 Impact of construction period, especially on Pre-school.  
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 Flooding, Sewerage and Water Supply 

 School overcrowding 

There were also comments about the format and wording of the questionnaire. 
During this part of the meeting I welcomed a number of residents who had concerns about 
the project and the questionnaire to address the meeting and put their points to the Council 
personally. 
 
I explained to the meeting the process that the three parties are currently working through. 

 Firstly there needs to be a legal agreement or framework that all the parties are happy to 
agree to. This outlines the process under which the Parish Council will provide land to 
the Village Hall Charity on which to build a new centre. The Parish Council will receive a 
larger parcel of land in exchange, which is above Fosters field. This will allow the 
enlarging of the open space and provide room for the provision of sports pitches and a 
burial ground. The Village Hall Charity will give up their current land to allow the 
construction of an access road to the new hall and the housing development. 

 On completion of that agreement a formal planning application will be made for the 
housing and village hall developments. At this point anyone who has views to express for 
or against these applications in whole or in part should send them to the Planning 
Department at Central Beds. There is a time limit for these comments to be made, and I 
have already promised to let everyone know via The Messenger when that time comes. 
Central Beds Development Management Committee will hold a meeting about the 
applications in due course in order to make the final decision. This meeting is open to the 
public and anyone who wishes may address this committee. You or a group or a 
representative for either will be allowed to address the meeting for 3 minutes only. The 
final decision is in the hands of Central Beds Councillors and although the Parish Council 
may express an opinion, as it can do for every planning application, it has no authority to 
grant or refuse planning consent. 

 Should the development go ahead the Village Hall Trustees will start the process by 
commencing work on the new centre, which must be up and running before the old one 
is demolished or any house on the new development is occupied. Because of the 
approval stages outlined above that have to be completed first, it is impossible to say 
when work will be able to start. 

At our next meeting, Councillors will have had time to read all the responses and we will 
discuss the project again. I will report on the current situation in the next issue of the 
Messenger. 
If you were unable to get to the exhibition and would like more information about the 
project please feel free to contact me. 
Please remember that you are welcome to attend our meetings to speak about any subject 
during our open public session. Or you may just wish to come along and see what we do. 
Maybe you are thinking about becoming a Councillor at the next election. We look forward 
to seeing you.  The next two Council meetings will on 11th November & 9th Dec.  
 
David Foskett, Chairman, Meppershall Parish Council – chairman@meppershall.org 
  

mailto:chairman@meppershall.org
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Development in Meppershall 
 

Councillors and Village Hall Committee members are studying the submitted questionnaires 

in detail and will give a full and considered response to all the issues raised as soon as 

possible.  However, all parties felt it important to give a preliminary explanation for as many 

of the points mentioned by local people following on from the consultation exhibition in the 

next edition of The Meppershall Messenger while the detail of the emerging proposals are 

still fresh in everyone’s minds. 
 

More than three hundred people attended a two day exhibition in the Village Hall explaining 
proposals for a new community centre, sports pitches, play facilities and housing.  The 
project is a cooperative one put forward by the Parish Council, the Village Hall Committee 
and Polehanger Farms Ltd which owns a proportion of the land behind the existing hall. 
Ten days after the exhibition 119 questionnaires have been completed by members of the 
public.  These interim results showed that: 

 56% of respondents are in favour of the scheme with 38% against 

 77% would use the new Community Centre while 20% would not 

 39% said they or their families would use the new sports pitches while 59% would 

not 

 66% are in favour of affordable homes making up a proportion of the total houses 

built while 29% are not 

 27% of respondents have a family member in need of an affordable home; 71% do 

not 

Below are a number of the specific concerns most frequently raised through both channels 
and responses to each: 
 
1. Traffic.  There are perceived problems with traffic along the High Street and some people 

are worried that these will be made worse by the introduction of more housing.  Specific 

issues raised include parking, speeding cars, access to and from adjoining roads and to 

local businesses. 

Response.  As part of the planning process a technical assessment will be submitted to 

help formulate the best way for traffic to be managed in future.  It is hoped the final 

design will incorporate improvements to parking and general traffic flow and that the 

various junctions involved can be made to work more efficiently.  It is understood that 

the local authority is already looking into the possibility of traffic calming measures to 

address issues of excess speed and it is likely these will be carried out as part of the work 

2. Questionnaire.  A few members of the public have expressed dissatisfaction with the 

form of the questionnaire, suggesting some of the questions were in some way “biased.”  

The five direct questions on the form were: 

 Overall, are you in favour of the plans for Meppershall described in the 
exhibition? If built, do you anticipate you or members of your family would use 
the new Village Hall (including attending events)?  

 If built, would you or members of your family be likely to use the sports pitches?   
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 The enabling housing development will include a proportion of affordable homes. 
Do you think this is a good idea?  

 Is anyone in your immediate family in need of affordable housing? 

The back page of the questionnaire was reserved for any other comments, concerns 
or criticisms.   

Response.  The questionnaire was produced in conjunction with a well-respected public 
relations company.  Its form and text were agreed by all the parties involved in the 
proposals and intended to offer a fair and transparent way for support or opposition to 
be expressed.  The public consultation is an open process designed to allow local people 
to have their say before an application for planning permission is made.  All the parties 
involved are completely committed to this consultation being carried out in an open and 
inclusive manner. 

3. Local access to affordable homes.  The questionnaire invited people to support or reject 

the concept of affordable homes within the development and were more than two to 

one in favour.  A number of respondents have expressed their conviction that local 

people and their families should receive priority treatment in the allocation of any 

affordable homes built on the site. 

Response.  All parties involved believe this development will be of lasting benefit to the 

community.  No town or village can stand still and while change is always painful they 

firmly believe the overall impact on life in Meppershall will be beneficial.  To this end 

they also agree that it is entirely appropriate that local people should have first call on 

the affordable element of any housing development. 

4. Footpath to High Street.  The plans include a footpath in the south-eastern corner of the 

development giving access past existing housing onto the High Street.  A number of 

people have expressed concern that this would form a natural “hidey-hole” for youths to 

congregate and for anti-social behaviour. 

Response.  It is customary to include such a footpath when it can provide significantly 

easier access for pedestrians than might otherwise be available.  Following public 

disquiet, particularly from those existing householders living directly adjacent to the 

proposed path, the developer will go back to the planning authority to investigate the 

possibilities for meeting those residents’ fears. 

5. Community Centre will be a “white elephant.”  Some respondents have argued that the 

new community centre will include facilities far in excess of what the village needs and 

that as such it will be a “white elephant,” the wrong thing in the wrong place.  There 

were also concerns about the costs of running a larger hall. 

Response.  The existing village hall has seen better days.  It is a tired and out-dated 

building which has given great service to the community but is becoming ever more 

expensive to run and inadequate in its offering.  Built to modern standards, the new 

community centre will be significantly more efficient to heat and light.  It will be 

purpose-built to provide precisely the facilities which the old building lacks.  It will be a 

venue available to all in Meppershall to use in ways which the existing structure cannot   
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accommodate.  It will provide a focus for events, productions, clubs etc., and in so doing 

it is the proposers’ intention to foster a greater sense of community and to bring 

residents of the village, new and old, together. 

6. Play Areas & Sports Fields.  Many comments have been received regarding the siting, 

scale and facilities under the general headings of Play Areas & Sports Fields.  Some 

people want more from this element of the proposals and some want less.  A host of 

alternative sports uses have been offered up for consideration, especially by younger 

members of the community and by those desiring more for girls and women.  

Response.  The parties involved in the proposals welcome the comments and 

suggestions made and will be paying very close attention to them, particularly in terms 

of final layout and possible uses.  The design of the outdoor component of the scheme is 

by no means set in stone and further discussions will ensue to try to explore the 

alternative ideas put forward wherever practicable. 

7. Sports Fields will be built on.  Concerns have been expressed that the inclusion of new 

sports and games fields in the proposals is effectively a “Trojan Horse” and that these 

will be earmarked for further housing as soon as the developer can gain permission for 

further building. 

Response.  The sports fields are not owned by the developer and belong entirely to the 

public bodies elected by the local community.  None of the parties concerned has any 

plans whatsoever to build on land allocated for the sports fields.  The District Council, 

which first identified the housing site as land where new homes should be built has 

issued no plans for further building on the sports fields.  In the event of such a suggestion 

being made your Parish Council would vigorously oppose it.   

8. Impact during construction.  It has been suggested that certain village events will be 

made untenable during construction work and that there will be unpalatable disruption 

to the life of the village at that time.  Mention has also been made of the potential 

dangers caused by construction traffic.   

Response.  Every effort will be made to ensure that life continues as near to normal as 

possible throughout the construction period.  The existing village hall will remain in use 

and will not be demolished until such time as the new building can take its place.  It is 

anticipated that events like the fair, for example, will continue unaffected.  Construction 

traffic will be managed by the developer which has an excellent record pertaining to 

health & safety on and around its sites.  Inevitably there will be some disruption but 

strenuous efforts will be made to minimise this and to make sure the work is carried out 

in a sympathetic and reasonable manner.   
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9. Flooding, sewerage & water supply.  The ability of the existing water and sewerage 

systems to cope with increased demand brought about by this development has been 

brought into question by some villagers as has the possible risk of flooding. 

Response.  Anglian Water has been involved at a specialist level with the development of 

these plans.  It is hoped and intended that sewerage, water supply and flood risk will all 

be as efficient if not better as a result of the proposals being carried out.  Certainly, the 

developer will make the company aware of the concerns expressed by some local people 

and will be working closely with it to ensure the best possible outcomes.  As was 

explained at the exhibition, a sustainable urban drainage scheme has been specifically 

designed to deal with storm water flows from the site.  A new pumping station will be 

built to move the output of foul drains to the public main.  Anglian also confirms that 

there is sufficient capacity in its system to adequately supply the new homes without 

detriment to existing properties. 

10. School Overcrowding.  There are fears that a new development will bring an influx of 

children such that the village school will be unable to cope.  Concerns have been 

expressed that any “overflow” would have to be “bussed” to other schools, severing a 

vital link between the next generation and their community. 

Response.  The village school may well be one of the greatest beneficiaries of the 

proposals if carried out.  Currently there is a problem with pupil numbers in that the 

school is significantly below its target rolls.  In other words, the addition of more pupils 

would be a safeguard to the school’s continued existence and general wellbeing.  There 

are no plans to bus children from the village to other schools in the wider area. 

 

Finally 

 

All parties are pleased by the number of people who were able to attend the exhibition 

and by the interest they have shown.  They are very encouraged by the degree of overall 

approval which has been expressed for the scheme – three people in favour for every 

two who are opposed.  The fact that more than three quarters of respondents anticipate 

using the new community centre is also very gratifying. 

 

It is recognised that there will always be apprehension over such a development but 

efforts will continue to be made to keep people informed and to enable them to 

contribute their thoughts and ideas.  
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YOUR SHOUT 
with Trevor Thorley 
 

  

 

30th ANNIVERSARY:  

Roger and Mary (Roger’s Bakery) celebrated their 30th year in 

business with a cheese and wine party on the forecourt of the shop 

on Saturday, 5th October. Customers and friends enjoyed a lovely 

evening in spite of a chilly wind. As Mary summed up, it was a great 

occasion, made extra special by the company of the people present. 

All there would most definitely agree: thank you Roger and Mary for 

the wonderful gesture.   

ANNUAL BONFIRE:  

The cancellation of the firework and bonfire night celebrations for 

this year (ending what has been a popular and traditional event for 

children and their parents for many years) has ruffled a few feathers, 

with some people feeling that while the cost of putting on the event 

has escalated, the proposed new housing development plans may 

have influenced the decision making?  

HARVEST FESTIVAL:  

St. Mary’s Church was beautifully dressed with flowers and produce 

for the Harvest Festival service on Sunday 6th October.   
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Following this, on Monday 7th October the Harvest Supper took place 

in the Village Hall where people enjoyed a lovely meal followed by 

homemade desserts. The produce was auctioned off with all 

proceeds going to the Bishop of St. Albans Harvest Appeal for the 

people of Ethiopia. 

EDDIE LANE:  

His many friends will be saddened to learn of the death of Eddie 

Lane, who passed away on Saturday 5th October after a long illness.  

Our thoughts at this time are with his wife Josie. By the time this 

issue comes out Eddie’s funeral will have taken place. 

PETS SERVICE:  

A special Pets Service will also have been held in St. Mary’s Church on 

Sunday 20th October, the day after the Keith Ball Jazz Concert. People 

are invited to bring their pets, large and small (there was even a 

horse that squeezed in last year), to be blessed. It’s going to be fun. If 

I haven’t been eaten by a lion I will tell you all about it next month. 

 

Remember -  It’s ‘YOUR’ SHOUT!  

01346 813357 trevor.thorley1@btinternet.com 

 

 

Letter from Josie Lane 

 

Re- Edward Lane 
My family and I would like to thank all our friends in Meppershall who have 
sent cards, messages of condolence and offers of help; they have been a great 
comfort. 
Eddie was almost 88 years old and had had Parkinson's for the last 5 years.  He 
and Josie married in Meppershall Church in 1947 but left the village in 1952 to 
explore further afield.  They returned in 1992 and spent 21 happy hears here. 
 

Josie Lane. 
  

mailto:trevor.thorley1@btinternet.com
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Meppershall Church of England Academy 

‘An outstanding Church of England School’   June 2008 and December 2010 

 
School Report- November 2013 

The last few weeks have been very busy at school. The children celebrated 
Harvest at church with Reverend Roni and shared some lovely prayers and 
stories. A highlight was our School Choir singing a beautiful song. Our youngest 
children gave a delightful performance, singing about Combine Harvesters!  
As well as celebrating Harvest, we also had a visit from Richard, the Bishop of 
Bedford. The children were very excited by this, and our newly nominated 
School Council had the privilege of showing Bishop Richard around our school.  
Our Year 3 and Year 4 class will be taking part in a Faith Tour based in Bedford 
next week.  This will be a wonderful experience for the children and it will really 
help to make their learning journey come to life. Their topic this term has taken 
them on a magic carpet ride to India. Both classes have been busy learning 
fascinating facts and creating wonderful display inside and outside of their 
classroom. We are all very excited to hear how they get on. 
As mentioned, our School Council has now been elected. Two children from 
each year group were chosen by their class mates to be nominated. We had 
our first official meeting this week and it was all very exciting! They have 
already come up with a huge list of events that they would like to get started 
on. When I asked them what was the most important thing to them about 
being on the School Council one little girl named Lottie replied “helping other 
people who aren’t as lucky as us”. This made me feel so proud of the children 
in our school and very thankful to the wonderful parents who allow us the 
privilege of teaching them.  The children now have a list of exciting and fun 
fund-raising activities that will be organised throughout the year.  They are also 
looking forward to creating their own school report for the Messenger! 
Other news includes our school recently gaining a certificate from Sainsbury’s 
School Games at the silver level. This is for all the sport we provide both during 
the school day and after school and for our inter school sports competitions. 
Next year we’re going for gold! 
 

Mary Barker 
Deputy Head Teacher  
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SHEFFORD LEISURE GROUP 
 
By Enid Pamment 

 
Oh dear. It is now November, and the dark nights are upon us. However, we still have 
nine trips to look forward to before the end of 2013, many with the Christmas theme, 
plus one ‘Tinsel and Turkey’ holiday. 
Our trip to HMS Belfast, moored on The River Thames, was a success as there was 
much to see, from the engine room to the ship’s laundry.  The sleeping quarters were 
cramped, and the sailors soon had to learn to be tidy.  The NAAFI canteen sold a wide 
variety of goods including duty free tobacco and confectionery, along with essentials 
such as toothpaste and shoe polish. Alcohol was not permitted, but from 1960 
onwards each member of the crew could purchase up to two cans of beer per day, 
provided the cans were opened immediately to prevent hoarding!  Many of us had 
lunch aboard the HMS Belfast but others ventured along the Thames to find either 
pubs or restaurants. After lunch, we boarded the coach to make our way to the 
museum that was Churchill’s War Rooms. The bunker was a short distance from the 
Cenotaph and documented the lives of all those living in this area, showing much of 
the war work that they undertook.  There were interesting maps where one could 
pinpoint the year of interest and see the important events taking place at the time.  
We were also able to see the quarters where Sir Winston gathered his ministers, and 
to see the bedroom equipped in case ‘Clemmie’ (Sir Winston’s wife) had to stay the 
night.  Once we had refreshed ourselves, we made our way back to the Cenotaph to 
meet our coach for the homeward journey. 
As a contrast to the above, we made our way to Boundary Mills in Grantham where 
we were met by Jenny Owen, Coach Co-ordinator.  Jenny boarded our coach and 
explained the itinerary for the day.  As we left the coach she handed all of us an 
envelope containing vouchers for a light lunch and tea, also a 10% voucher against 
purchases made in Boundary Mills.  The complex was vast, the ground floor being 
Boundary Mills selling ladies/gents clothing and shoes, all items being well known 
brands.  The cafe was also on this floor where we could use our vouchers.  After lunch 
we had a tour of the Vale of Belvoir and our Guide took us around the interesting 
parts associated with Lincolnshire and Leicestershire.  We then returned to Boundary 
Mills where most of us made our way to the first floor, which is part of the Oldrid 
Group called ‘Oldrids and Downtown’ where they sold everything that you would 
expect to see in a well-stocked store, from nail polishes to furniture and televisions. 
After a well-earned cup of tea and cream cake(!) it was all too soon time to return to 
the coach for home, laden with purchases.   
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Forthcoming Events 2013/14 (kindly telephone for details) 

Lord Mayor’s Show Sat 9th November 

Ely Cathedral Christmas Gift and Food Fair Saturday 16th November 

Thursford Christmas Spectacular Wednesday 27th Nov. 

John Rutter – Royal Albert Hall (Matinee) Thursday 12th December 
Essex Highlands Christmas Special Wed 18th December 

Hampstead & Kenwood House Wed 19th February 2014 

Get-Together, Memorial Hall, Shefford Sat 22nd March 2014 

Man-Made Wonders at the Heart of Essex Wed 9th April 2014  

The London Olympic Legacy Tour Sat 31st May 2014 

Holidays: 2013 (kindly telephone for more details) 
Bournemouth, staying at The Sands Hotel for a Tinsel 
& Turkey break. (Fully Booked) 

4th – 8th December 

Jersey – flying from Luton and staying at the 
Metropole Hotel on half-board basis 

20th -26th April 2014 

 
London Shows currently available (arranged by Stevenage Group Travel) are:  
Matinees - Leaving Shefford at 11am - price includes coach: 

RPO - Grand Opera Gala – RAH: Front arena or circle Sunday 27th October 
Wicked – Stalls Seats – Apollo Theatre Wed 13th November 

Thriller – Stalls Seats – Lyric Theatre Tuesday 17th  November 

Jersey Boys – Stalls Seats – Prince Edwards Theatre Tuesday 26th November 

John Rutter Xmas Celeb – RAH: Arena & Mid Choir Thursday 12th December 

Disney on Ice; O2 Arena – First price seats Sunday 29th December 

 
Evening Shows - Leaving Shefford at 4.15pm - price includes coach: 
Rock of Ages - Stalls seats – Garrick Theatre Thursday 31st October 

The Bodyguard – Dress Circle seats – Adelphi Theatre Wednesday 6th November 

Matilda – Stalls seats – The Cambridge Theatre Thursday 12th December 
 

For all holidays, which include hotel accommodation, Shefford Leisure Group acts as 
an agent for the Tour Operator; their terms and conditions apply. 
Shefford Leisure Group is open to all in the local community who feel they would like 
to join us on our ventures and see places they would not see under their own steam.  
We are always happy to meet new friends. 
 
Raffles are held and all the proceeds are for Keech Hospice Care for Children.  For 
further information regarding dates, prices, and availability, or to receive our monthly 
newsletter, please contact Enid on 01462 851397 or e-mail Enidpamment@aol.com.                          
Enid Pamment – Shefford Leisure Group  

mailto:Enidpamment@aol.com
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FINANCIAL NEWS UPDATE                      with John Ingarfill 

BUSINESS EXIT STRATEGY – SHOULD I STAY OR SHOULD I GO? 

It is extremely important to have an effective Exit Strategy in place for you and your 
business. 
For tax reasons alone, it is essential that every owner of a privately run business 
should have an exit strategy plan. Yet surprisingly, few business owners actually have 
one; normally they are too busy just to stop and think about what will happen when 
they finally decide to call it a day. 
It takes a great deal of hard work and commitment for someone to run their own 
company, and the day-to-day pressures naturally mean that the financial health of 
the business takes priority over the time spent on planning their own financial 
objectives. 
As a result, very few owners have given serious consideration to the ultimate 
question – the final realisation of all that they have worked for. Even if a business 
owner does not have plans to leave the company in the foreseeable future, the 
consequences of failing to plan ahead can be both considerable and expensive. 
That is why all owners and businesses need an exit strategy, which allows the 
shareholder director to leave the company in the most efficient way possible, 
consistent with personal and business objectives and with minimal disruption to the 
long term stability of the business.  
It makes good sense to consider an exit strategy sooner rather than later. It is almost 
always less expensive and less disruptive to develop a strategy over a period of time; 
a small outlay at the outset can remove risk from the balance sheet, while proper 
planning can avoid large capital outflows in the future. And tax planning now is likely 
to be easier and less disruptive than paying tax later. What is more, planning an exit 
strategy gives confidence to co-directors, employees, family and clients – not to 
mention the bank. 
Strategic planning is vital if owners want to ensure that they end up with the 
maximum cash in hand after taxation. With proper advice and planning, taxes can be 
substantially reduced, deferred or even eliminated in some cases. A well-planned 
strategy should embrace the owner's personal and business objectives, the value of 
his or her share in the business, the ability to realise this share when required, and to 
cope financially should the exit be forced. 
The issue facing owners of small to medium sized enterprises (SME's) is that they 
have worked hard to build up the business and have become fairly indispensable. This 
poses something of a dilemma if something happens to them or they want to leave 
the company in the future. 
If they were able to put a value on the company shares, they would probably find 
they have created an asset that's worth a great deal of money. The problem is how to 
unlock that value from the business and minimise the impact of leaving the company.  
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There is a range of financial planning tools, which can be applied to the development 
of an exit strategy. These include international investments, cashflow injections to 
support the balance sheet and facilitate exit plans, retirement planning, corporate 
protection and capital tax planning which, planned effectively, can reduce or remove 
the twin threats of Capital Gains Tax and Inheritance Tax. 
As part of the strategic plan, it is vital that owners examine both business and 
personal issues including estate planning, retirement plans, financial requirements, 
and tax planning, as well as heirs, liabilities and the capabilities of existing 
management. Owners should decide who the most likely buyer of the business might 
be, ranging from family members, employees or partners to investors or competitors. 
With the right professional advice, owners could unlock some of the wealth currently 
tied up in the business, allowing it to continue to thrive once they have left. At the 
same time, it is important to protect the business from the impact of death in service 
of key people, an important issue often overlooked by SME's. 
All privately owned businesses will one day end up being sold or transferred, and 
owners have to do what is right for themselves. If a person has worked hard over the 
years to build up a successful business and is aged 50 or over, now may well be the 
right time to start thinking about how to enjoy that success in a way that best suits 
the individual. 
The days of a 'set in stone' retirement age of 60 or 65 are long gone and these days, 
all kinds of options are open. Early retirement may be part of the game plan. Or the 
owner may be enjoying the work so much that they want to carry on. Perhaps the 
owner would like to continue working, but at a slower pace, maybe with some 
voluntary activities thrown in. He or she might possibly want to help someone set up 
their own business with the benefit of their experience, or they might fancy a spell as 
a non-executive director or chairman. 

Whatever demands and pressures are placed on your time today it’s important to 
start thinking about putting that strategic plan in place. 
 

EXIT STRATEGY KEY QUESTIONS 

 How do I intend to leave my business? 

 Have I set myself an exit date? 

 What are my chances of surviving to that date? 

 What will happen to my shareholding if I survive until then (and what will 

happen if I do not)? 

 Will my absence cause the company to lose customers? 

 What is my projected income and expenditure likely to be after I leave? 

 How much can I expect to realise from my shares? 

 What will be the tax implications of selling? 

Jon Ingarfill Dip.PFS   Tel: 07870 564115   Web: www.joningarfill.co.uk  

http://www.joningarfill.co.uk/
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POLEHANGER: A FARMING DIARY 
 
Episode 47 

  

 
Looking Forward 
Today, 10th October, we have started to drill (sow) our next crop of 2nd wheat 
after last harvest’s 1st wheat. This will be the last year of our current 3 year 
rotation; back to Oilseed Rape for Harvest 2015. Soil conditions are excellent 
after careful seedbed preparation and will give the wheat seed its best chance 
to germinate and settle down to survive the winter, assuming of course that we 
get some more substantial rain before long. Dust is blowing behind the drill in 
the strong winds today. 
EU Common Agricultural Policy Review: 2014 - 2020 
The fine detail is still being worked out but the substance of the review is now 
known for 2015 and beyond. One widely trailed feature will be that single 
cropping such as we have practiced for the past 3 years will not be allowed if 
the Single Payment subsidy is applied for and to be paid. In fact, each arable 
holding like ours over 30 hectares will have to plant 3 crops in the year: the 
maximum area covered by one crop is to be 75% and by two crops 95%: i.e. the 
3rd crop must cover at least 5%. There will be all sorts of ideas as to how best to 
incorporate this ruling into farm planning to maximize profitability, whilst 
recognizing the EU aim of improving environmental benefits on the ground. I 
don’t think we know for certain yet whether spring barley will be acceptable as 
a different crop to winter wheat for instance; but we hope so! Spring wheat? 
Maybe, maybe not. 
Post Albania 
In the middle of October, (the week after this copy was written) I will be 
privileged to follow up my August trip to Albania with a further 4 days in 
Macedonia, once part of Yugoslavia. This will be to attend a ‘round table’ 
conference/conversation for leaders of new, less traditional churches in the 
Balkans, together with representatives of supporting churches from Russia, 
Canada, Ukraine, Ireland and the UK. Whilst only indirectly linked to 
agriculture, it will be an interesting trip nevertheless to see what goes on in 
another country with different farming traditions. 
Fire 
We still await confirmation of the insurance payment for the crop fire loss two 
months ago. Loss adjustors have to report back to the underwriters having 
inspected the field and the combine. Meanwhile Mark and I have been able to  
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work out pretty accurately what the value of the loss is. The combine’s on 
board computer gives a field by field printout of area, yield etc.. From this we 
can compare with the known whole field area. The yield estimate from the 
combine compares very favourably with the weight sold off the farm and 
measured by weighbridge at destination. 
Supermarkets PS 
I mentioned in the October issue about a supermarket’s marketing strap line 
that irritated me. I saw a better one last month from a more ‘upmarket’ chain: 
“we’re doing the right thing by farmers, and their flock, herd or brood”. That’s 
more like it! 
From the News 
The New Imperialists? 
Ukraine has agreed a deal with a major Chinese company to lease 5% of its land 
to feed China’s ‘burgeoning population’. This is the biggest agreement so far in 
what is being compared to the 19thC “scramble for Africa”. Under the 50 year 
lease deal China would eventually control 7.5 million acres, an area roughly the 
size of Belgium!  
Carbon Paw-prints 
It is estimated that (the care of) the average European pet cat causes 0.5 
tonnes of greenhouse gases, more than the average person living in sub-Sahara 
Africa. 
Michael Foster’s Diary, November 1963 (italics = my comment) 
Friday 1st: moving 15 tons oats in sacks (from one barn to another) 
Saturday 2nd: half-term weekend in Peak District. It ‘simply poured torrents of 
rain’. 
Wednesday 6th: cows lay in (straw yards) overnight in view of recent rain. Milk 
has dropped by as much as half a gallon per cow with the effect of the rain. 
Thursday 7th; finished sacking up 20 tons wheat in 194 sacks (do the maths: it 
wouldn’t be allowed today!). After supper watched Miss Jamaica crowned as 
Miss World. 
Saturday 16th: shooting at Rosehill, Shillington; the ‘bag’ including 44 hares. 
(I’ve commented before how rare it is to see hares here at the moment) 
(margin in diary printed by publishers:) “A good kitchen garden is a vital adjunct 
to a well-run farmhouse. Too often it is an afterthought. Fork in a generous 
dressing of well-rotted dung, add lime where necessary” (times change!) 
Monday 18th: wage increase of 6/- (30p) and working week reduced to 45 
hours. 8 regular employees cost £4810 in total (more maths!). 
 
Chris Foster: 10th October 2013  
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LIFE ON THE WILD SIDE 

By JEREMY HOLDEN 

Cockroaches  
 

 
Phobias, by their very nature, are odd things: an extreme irrational fear. The 
reasons for a fear of snakes, or spiders, or being out of one’s depth in water 
are, at root, mysterious to the phobia sufferer. It is rational to avoid snakes as 
they can deliver a painful, or even fatal, bite. So can some spiders. And a 
cramped leg in a deep lake might lead to drowning. These fears make sense. 
But the real heart of a phobia, as the dictionary explains, is irrational. I know 
this because I suffer one myself, and it makes no sense.  
 
I can handle the deadliest snakes, pick up spiders, and happily swim out over 
coral walls where the sea drops away into a black abyss. But I cannot bear to be 
in the presence of a cockroach without turning into a shoe-wielding maniac, 
intent only on murder. My phobia is very precise. There are over 4000 species 
of cockroach on the planet, most of which live in the tropics. Some are 
enormous, others fascinatingly cryptic, some improbably colourful (one South 
American species is powder blue with yellow piping, like a concept car from the 
1950s). But there are four species that have formed a close association with 
man: the American, the German, the Asian, and the Oriental cockroach. They 
all look similar: largish mahogany-coloured insects with flattened papery bodies 
and twitching antenna.  And they all make me shudder. I can handle the leaf-
like jungle cockroaches I find in the rainforest, and I once saw a giant 
Madagascar cockroach without getting jittery. But I can neither handle nor 
comfortably look at the Asian cockroaches that I find in my room. 
 
I am writing this now because it is the height of the monsoon in Cambodia. The 
streets and drains are often flooded, and the cockroaches become refugees 
seeking shelter. Every day I have to deal with a fresh invasion. My job as a 
conservationist makes it a painful thing to use insecticide, which may also harm 
the geckos that are more than welcome to share my living space. Instead I 
resort to the shoe and ‘take them out’ one by one. By ‘take them out’ I don’t 
mean gently remove them with a glass jar and slip of paper - as my father used 
to do with spiders in the bath. I mean it in the military sense. This action is not 
without its attendant pangs. I would like to believe that I could accept all living  
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things but if I were to knowingly leave a cockroach roving around my room 
while I slept, I would certainly be haunted by nightmares featuring cockroaches 
the size of Yorkshire terriers. Nothing could seem more terrifying. 
 
So what to do? How can I try to convince local people not to harm the snakes 
they come across, or to accept the presence of tigers in the adjacent forest, 
when I can’t suffer a cockroach to live? The supposed cure for a phobia is total 
immersion in the fear. Put an ophidiophobe in tank full of harmless snakes and 
once the hyperventilation and screaming has stopped, they are cured. I am 
certainly not ready for a cockroach bath, so I shall have to look at less radical 
measures. Perhaps the jar and paper method. But then, where do I put them? 

 

 The four species of common 

household roaches 

A, the German roach, or Croton 

bug, Blattella germanica (length 

9/16 inch). 

B, the American cockroach, 

Periplaneta americana (length 1 

3/8 inches). 

C, the Australian cockroach, 

Periplaneta australasiae (length 

1 1/4 inches). 

D, the wingless female of the 

Oriental roach, Blatta orientalis 

(length 1 1/8 inches). 

E, the winged male of the 

Oriental roach (length 1 inch) 

Pictures from Wikipedia 

 

 

 

  

http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Blattella_germanica
http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Periplaneta_americana
http://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?title=Periplaneta_australasiae&action=edit&redlink=1
http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Blatta_orientalis
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/7/72/Snodgrass_common_household_roaches.png
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THE LUCY PAGES 
By Lucy Standbridge 

Aged 12  
              
 

Do you think change for the village is good?  

I went along to the Village Hall to look at the plans for the new housing 

developments and new community centre, and interviewed some people to 

see what their opinions are. 

Everyone I spoke to is looking forward to the new community centre and most 

of them also look forward to the new sports pitches, like James Read (age 12) 

and Jess Read (age 11). Gemma Chapman said “I will use the community centre 

for helping with the Meppershall Players and Brownies”.  Ken Mills said “I like 

the layout of the community centre and the ample provision for parking”.   

Here are some views on the housing development:  

One lady liked the bungalows that will be provided. Keira Thomason (age 10) 

said “I like the idea of the pond!”, but another villager was concerned about 

the dangers of it for children. There was also concern from many about the 

existing play area being too far away from the community centre and 

recreation field. Jacqui Plumley was excited about the new community centre, 

particularly the new provision for the pre-school.  Carol Pirtchaid and Peter 

Chapman both had concerns about increased traffic and congestion pointing 

out that there is already a shortage of parking along the High Street, near to 

the proposed entrance of the new development. Most people thought that the 

addition of so many houses was a bad idea. One lady said it will be too big for 

the village, whilst Gemma and Peter Chapman think we have gone from very 

little to a lot in the village. Jacqui thought that “people will have the view from 

their homes spoilt by housing, when there used to be countryside”.   

Overall, the majority of people thought that the community centre idea was 

good, but do not want the additional housing.   
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Personally, I like that we are going to have a new community centre, but I think 

that there are too many houses that are going to be built. I would use the 

facilities, such as the community centre for Meppershall Players. I think that 

the new community centre is good for the village, but the housing isn’t.  

__________________________________________________ 

Mount Pleasant Golf Club & the SRA present 

FANTASTIC FIREWORK DISPLAY 

Sunday 3rd November from 6pm 

Adults £4.00 - Children £2.00  (Under 2’s Free) 

Bar open     Hot Food available     Mulled wine    Raffle 

Tickets available at Golf Club Bar or pay on the night 

Station Road, Lower Stondon, Beds, SG16 6JL 

 

MOUNT PLEASANT GOLF CLUB,   LOWER STONDON, BEDS, SG16 6JL 

Charity Christmas Fayre 

Tuesday 26th November 

6:30pm – 9:30pm 

Free Entry 
Great Opportunity to buy some Christmas Presents, Stocking Fillers  

or a Gift/Treat for yourself. 

All welcome, please invite family & friends 

 Home wares    Bath & Soap products    Gift & Candles    Cupcakes 

 Handbags    Christmas cards    & more 

Raising funds for The Alzheimer’s Society & Age UK 
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CALENDAR OF MEPPERSHALL EVENTS 

 

November 2013 
Sunday 3rd    
Fireworks Display 6.00 pm Mount Pleasant Golf Club 

Friday 8th    

Pre-school Christmas Extravaganza 8.00 pm Village Hall 

Saturday 9th    
Churchyard Working Party 9.30 am – 4.30 pm St Mary's Churchyard 

Saturday 16th   

Autumn Fayre  Meppershall Lower School 

Saturday 23rd    
Family Film Show 3.00 pm Shefford Baptist Church 

Tuesday 26th    

Charity Christmas Fayre 6.30 – 9.30 pm Mount Pleasant Golf Club 

Friday 29th    
Players' Panto – Sleeping Beauty 7.45 pm Village Hall 

 Saturday 30th   

Christmas Fayre 12.00 – 3.00 pm Southill Lower School 

Players' Panto – Sleeping Beauty 3.00 pm & 7.45 pm Village Hall 
Christmas Lights On 6.00  pm Shefford 
 

December 2013 
Sunday 1st    

Christmas Craft Activities 10.00 – 11.15 am Meppershall Academy 

Christmas Craft Fayre 12.00 – 4.00 pm Shefford Memorial Hall 
Friday 6th    

Players' Panto – Sleeping Beauty 7.45 pm Village Hall 

Saturday 7th    

Players' Panto – Sleeping Beauty 3.00 pm & 7.45 pm Village hall 
Floral Christmas Workshop 10.00 am – 4.00 pm St Faith's Church, Hexton 

Santa Special Train Rides Timed tickets  Summerfield Railway 

Sunday 15th    

Santa Special Train Rides Timed tickets  Summerfield Railway 
Santa's Float & Carols Afternoon Round Meppershall 

Sunday 22nd    

Nine lessons & Carols 6.30 pm St Mary's Church 

Tuesday 24th    
Nativity Play (open to all) 5.00 pm St Mary's Church 

Friday 27th    

Foresters F/S Concert: Johnny Red 8.00 pm - midnight Village Hall 
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PUZZLE PAGE 

Su Doku 109 

 
 

 

Su Doku 110 

 

(Solutions on page 29 – with thanks to Paul Smith)  

2

5 8 4

9 5 1

6 7

3 5 4

4 9 3

8 3

7 6 8

1 3 2 5

6 7

1 7 8 5 6

9 6 5 3 1

3 7 1

2 9

7 1 9 2 3

8 7 1

4 9 6

6 3 4 5
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MEPPERSHALL SOCIAL CLUB 
 

1st Monday                                   Games Night 

Cards, dominoes, board games 

Challenge a friend to a game over a drink 
 

 
2nd Sunday   

Quiz Night 
Quiz Master Paul Carne at 7:30 pm 

£1 per person. No Maximum Team size 

Half money taken will be 1st prize, the rest will go to Keech Cottage 

 
 
3rd Wednesday 

Food Night 
 Food served at 7.00 – 8.30: £3 per person 

Tickets available from the bar or by calling Gemma on 07968 529282 
 
 

ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI 
CATHOLIC CHURCH 

HIGH STREET SHEFFORD 
SATURDAY MASS  6pm RAF HENLOW 
SUNDAY MASSES  9am & 5.15pm AT SHEFFORD 
For weekday services and confessions please see notices in the 
church or telephone: 
Parish Priest Canon Noonan on 813436 or  
Parish Secretary Rose Boulton on 811547 or email 
rosedene@talktalk.net 

 
 
 
 

  

mailto:rosedene@talktalk.net
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Solution to Su Doku 109 
 

 
 
 
Solution to Su Doku 110 

 

 
 

  

1 3 2 4 5 6 7 9 8

5 7 9 8 1 2 4 6 3

8 4 6 7 3 9 2 5 1

4 6 3 9 7 5 8 1 2

9 2 8 3 6 1 5 7 4

7 1 5 2 4 8 9 3 6

2 8 1 5 9 3 6 4 7

3 5 7 6 2 4 1 8 9

6 9 4 1 8 7 3 2 5

3 2 5 1 6 8 7 4 9

1 7 4 2 3 9 8 5 6

8 9 6 4 5 7 3 1 2

9 3 8 5 4 6 2 7 1

6 4 2 7 1 3 5 9 8

7 5 1 9 8 2 6 3 4

5 8 9 6 7 1 4 2 3

4 1 3 8 2 5 9 6 7

2 6 7 3 9 4 1 8 5
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Meppershall Village Hall 

 Doors open at 8pm 

Come along to Meppershall Village Hall  
for some relaxing retail therapy 

 
  
 

 
 
 
 
 

     
    Tickets cost £5 on the night or £3 in advance 

including a welcome drink! 
Please tel.07772 531642/810058 for more details 

All proceeds go to Meppershall Pre-school  
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Incident Type:  Shed Burglary. 

Location:  Hoo Road, Meppershall. 

Date and Time:  Between the 13th and 14th October. 

Incident Details:  

The offender has gained access to the rear garden. 

The door to the shed has been forced open. 

A number of power tools have been taken. 

Crime 
Reference:  

J D / 3 6 6 3 6 / 2013. 

Crime 
Reduction 
Advice:  

Keep your shed in good repair. Make sure that hinges and 
hasps are correctly fitted. 

Use a good quality padlock to secure the door. 

Ensure that you have good lighting that covers all areas of the 
property. 

Consider fitting a shed alarm. 

A security cage can be installed inside the shed to secure tools 
and valuables.  

Report suspicious activity in neighbours’ gardens. 
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FILM REVIEW                                                     By Carlie Newman 

Still of interest to a huge number of people the People's 
Princess, who died at a very young age in such tragic 

circumstances, is now the subject of a major film. Although 
perhaps as much myth as fact, DIANA (cert. 12A 1hr. 43mins.) 
purports to tell the inside story of The Princess of Wales' 
(Naomi Watts) last two years. In particular it tells of the 
relationship between her and Dr Hasnat Khan (Narveen 
Andrews), the handsome British Pakistani heart surgeon, who 
stole her heart while she was visiting a friend's husband in 

hospital. 
Between the story of the Princess' 
romance with the doctor, we see 

something of the charitable work she 
undertook. Director Oliver Hirschbiegel 

re-creates scenes of her visits to Aid 

victims in Africa and other good deeds 
in the UK and abroad. Much is made of 
her efforts to raise awareness of 
landmines and their victims, including 
one brave walk through an area which 
whilst cleared was still the cause of the 
death of an aid worker previously. She 

steps forward alone and bravely and 
only subsequently confesses to being 
scared. 

 
We are shown Diana preparing for her famous interview with 

Martin Bashir and then parts of the actual televised interview 
which, again, is re-created. It is this interview which finally 

leads to her divorce from Prince Charles after some years of 
separation. There is a poignant moment when the princess 
bemoans the fact that she hasn't seen her sons for five weeks.  
 
The divorce puts her relationship with Dr Khan on a different 
footing. He is now very concerned about how his parents view 

Diana and at first it seems as though they are happier with 
their son and his famous lady friend now that she is divorced. 
The family welcomes her to their home in Pakistan, where she 
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goes alone and is greeted by the whole extended family. So far 
the two have kept their love affair secret, but once exposed, Dr 
Khan can't cope with all the publicity and the fact that he is 
treated differently by his colleagues at the hospital where he 

works. He keeps attempting to break up with Diana, although - 
as shown in this film at least - they love each other. 
 
Diana has a very strange relationship with the press as a 
whole, sometimes hiding her face and desperately trying to 
escape from the paparazzi and at other times actually phoning 
journalists to give them information on where she will be at a 

given time so that they can turn up with a photographer. 
 
Between her affairs with Dr Khan and Dodi Fayed (Cas Anvar) 
and, indeed, when she is separated from Charles, Diana leads a 
lonely life and this part is portrayed well. 
 

In real life Diana was like a stick insect with long, very thin legs 

and quite a long face. Naomi Watts is not particularly slim and 
her legs are of normal shape. The actress has a pleasant round 
face. In spite of the blond wig she wears, she does not look like 
the princess. Although she walks, talks and does the side 
glance looking upwards that Diana did, adequately, she is not 
really similar enough. To have chosen an unknown actress who 

had the figure and face of the princess might have given a 
more realistic picture of Diana. 
 
Douglas Hodge as Paul Burrell, Diana's butler and companion, 
appears often and one presumes that Burrell gave advice on 
Diana's actions around that period. Narveen Andrews makes a 

handsome, sensitive doctor and Cas Anvar is pleasant enough 
as Dodi Fayed. 

 
The script is rather poor and the direction pedestrian but as a 
light romantic tale of the life of someone who remains an iconic 
figure, Diana should appeal to Royalty watchers and others in 
need of fairly mindless easy viewing.  
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It’s no good; I can’t start the Players bit without mentioning the Meppershall 
Summer Fair.  It was Amazing - so much to see and do for all ages.  I personally 
want to say a big Thank You to all those involved in the organisation and It’s no  

 

Twenty years have passed since the evil Witch Sceptica put a curse on Princess 
Katherine and the forest, once a quiet sleepy refuge, is about to get a rude 
awakening. Will Katherine evade the curse? Will Dame Primrose get her man? 
(Any man?) Will Silly Billy stop being silly? Will Little Bo Peep find Old 
MacDonald’s sheep? Can Fairy Dimples help? Will Prince Robert find his 
Princess? So many questions! Confused? You will be! If you want to know the 
answer to these questions and hopefully see good triumph over evil (well, 
Sceptica has been working out) come and see ‘Sleeping Beauty’ the 
Pantomime. 
 
Our charity performance this year is on Saturday 30th November at 3pm, and is 
in aid of Meppershall Pre-School, so please buy a ticket/tickets for this matinee 
performance to support your local Pre-School.    
The dates of the Pantomime are as follows:  
Fri 29th Nov, 7.45pm, Sat 30th Nov, 3pm & 7.45pm  
Fri 6th Dec, 7.45pm, Sat 7th Dec, 3pm & 7.45pm 
Ticket Prices are: Matinees £6 concessions £5; Evenings £7, concessions £6. 
Last Night £9, no concessions. (Concessions are Senior Citizens and Children 16 
years and under).  Tickets are on sale at Roger’s Bakery now. 
 
Would you like to assist front of house at the pantomime? Give me (Karen) a 
call 01462 8166336 or Gemma on 07968 529282      
  
Meppershall Players do have their own page on Facebook, which will be 
updated the first Monday of every month.   
 
The players meet every Wednesday evening at 7.30pm at the Village Hall. 
Membership is free and we welcome anyone from the age of 9 years to 90+. To 
indulge in acting, singing, directing, choreographing, sound, lighting, set 
building, scenery painting, front of house, backstage, stage managing, make up, 
costumes, etc.  
If you are interested in any of the above we look forward to meeting you                
Karen Mitchell (Players Chairman) 
01462 816336 
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Recently we were very fortunate to be invited to visit an interesting garden in Meppershall. 
This garden has a number of areas including an eye-catching entrance, a greenhouse and 
vegetable garden, a pond feature, numerous planted displays and various sheltered seating 
areas.  
 
There are a number of accessories around the garden, my favourite being the old style 
‘phone box’, it was a  pity the young lady making a ‘phone call was not able to join us! I also 
very much admired the beautiful planted urns distributed within the garden. 
 
After our tour we were treated to tea and cakes in the Breeze House.  Many thanks from all 
of us to our host Mr Edwards for his kind invitation. 

 
Activities: 
 
Many of us, along with our partners, were able to join the St Mary’s harvest supper in the 
village hall. This was a lovely evening ending with an auction for charity. Many thanks to all 
those who helped organise this event, especially those who made the splendid food. 
  
Some of us made a trip to Hexton recently to The Bothy and Country Matters, where we 
were again pleased to see so many local crafts for sale. It’s so good to be able to support 
local crafts persons where we can.  
 
What a wonderful crop of blackberries we have had this year, I am sure many of you will, 
just like us, have been picking these to make jellies and jams etc. Along with the apples from 
the community orchard we now have many crumbles in the freezer for the winter. We are so 
lucky to have these resources on our doorstep. 
 
Take care, 
Kim 
 
If you are interested in joining the MGC do contact us. 
 
Contacts: 
Linda Parker   01462  815114  or 
Kim Lee Tyler  01462  811750  or 
Sarah Till  01462  817176  or  
e-mail: meppershallgardenclub@hotmail.co.uk  

mailto:meppershallgardenclub@hotmail.co.uk
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10 Top Gardening Tasks for November 
1. Plant tulips:  November is the best time to plant these bulbs, as the ground is cool 

and moist, yet still warm enough to let the roots get established. I have given up on 
‘bargain’ bulbs as they are so often diseased. If you plan to leave them in the 
ground after flowering, plant much deeper than usually recommended, e.g. 20-
25cm. 

2. Clean-up hard surfaces such as paths, patios and decking. These can be very 
slippery in winter, with the accumulated dirt and algae of the summer.  

3. Reduce the watering of houseplants; as light levels drop growth usually slows 
down so water only when the surface of the compost is dry. 

4. If you would like fresh, scented daffodils for indoor decoration at Christmas, plant 
‘paperwhite’ narcissi in a pot, mid-month. 

5. Reduce tall stems of roses by about a third, to reduce wind-rock during the winter. 
‘Proper’ pruning can wait until spring. 

6. Young trees should be securely staked for their first few years - check that the 
strap is not too tight, possibly damaging the trunk, and loosen if necessary. 

7. Finish bringing tender plants in containers under cover, as frosts are not too far 
away. Somewhere light, frost-free, and not too warm is ideal.   

8. Now that beds and borders have had their summer planting removed, it is a great 
time for mulching all but the heaviest, wettest soil.   You can find ‘BOGOF’ bargains 
of mulches such as bark chips at certain local supermarkets and garden centres. 

9. Buying bare-root plants now, rather than container-grown ones, is usually better 
value, especially for fruit, roses, hedging and trees. 

10. There is still time to......plant up a winter container; it will put on some growth 
before the temperatures drop too low.  Use evergreen mini-shrubs such as 
euonymus, tiny conifers or Christmas box  as the semi-permanent  features, and fill 
in between with winter-flowering violas, pansies, or if you can provide a sheltered 
porch, mini-cyclamen. 

BEASTS: Watch out for: 
Fungal pests: powdery mildew, grey mould, and honey fungus (around dead tree 
stumps) can continue to be a problem, together with pansy & viola leaf spots.   
Suspect vine weevil grubs, especially in pot plants, if your plants suddenly die. 
Temperatures are now too low for effective biological control, so chemicals (Provado) 
are needed, but must NOT be used on edible plants.  
BEAUTIES: Enjoy in flower:  
Herbaceous and Bulbs:  winter-flowering pansies and violas, autumn cyclamen 
(Cyclamen hederifolium is the hardy variety), Nerines, Autumn Crocus.   
Shrubs and Trees: winter honeysuckle (if you have plenty of room), Viburnum ‘Dawn’, 
the autumn-flowering cherry tree (Prunus subhirtella), and last but not least....Betula 
utilis  jacquemontii - the white-bark birch.  Take a stroll through the Winter Walk at 
Anglesey Abbey (National Trust) near Cambridge, to see the magical effect of this 

beauty!                                                                 Contributed by Viv Harvey   
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Lewis's Adventures in Wales. 
 
Fast forward to 1958. 
 
Time has rolled on; I was now an Artificer Staff Sergeant serving at the Trials 
Establishment Guided Weapons Royal Artillery (TEGRA) at TyCroes on the Isle 
of Anglesey in North Wales. My appointed role was to ensure the correct 
functioning of a new Light Air Defence Radar System and the supporting 
Radar and Instrument Repair and Test vehicles which were shortly to enter 
service with the Regular Army. To this end I had spent some two years with 
the manufacturer, EMI, during the development phase.  
 
One of the radars deployed on the Island for Acquisition and Surveillance 
(Radar No 4 Mk 7), was a great ten ton beast of sizeable dimensions. Road 
access to the Island was by Telford's Bridge over the Menai Straits, and earlier 
measurements had established that the radar was too large to pass through 
the portals of the bridge. As a result, the Radar was transported by sea from 
Liverpool to Holyhead. The cost was in excess of £20,000 per one-way trip. 
 
I had a great pal in the Unit who was an AQMS Artificer, Weapons; we co-
operated on many ventures both legal and illegal, to our great enjoyment. 
Over a number of beers in the Mess Albert and I discussed the problem of 
the Radar and the bridge, and determined that a recce of Telford's 
construction was called for. A preliminary survey indicated that the portals 
through the suspension towers at the two ends of the bridge were of different 
dimensions - a very detailed survey was called for as no detailed construction 
drawings were available to us. A return to the bridge during the early hours of 
the morning established that the widest portals were on the north side on the 
mainland end and the south side on the island end. There were large 
buttresses protecting the bases of the suspension columns and substantial 
granite kerbs to the roadways; we made accurate drawings of all of these. 
 
The floor of the general workshop at TEGRA was remarkably smooth and level, 
so we acquired a quantity of three inch steel angle iron and having chalked in 
the required profile on the floor, proceeded to manufacture a representative 
profile. 
 

We had two 4Mk7's on site.  One was towed into the workshop where we 
checked it against our profile: the front wheels on the swing axle were far too 
wide!  We decided that a set of metal wheels would have to be made up to 
replace the bulbous rubber tyres and reduce the overall width. All the external 
protective covers for the air-conditioning and power supply units together 
with the antenna guard members would have to be removed. We made up   
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the wheels and fitted them, removed all the protective covers and, lo and 
behold, the profile passed over the Radar – just!  The problem of getting the 
steel wheels above the granite kerbs was solved with railway sleepers. The 
towing vehicle would be a ten ton AEC Matador of slightly smaller 
width than the 4Mk7. 
 
We now put the scheme forward to our C.O. and the R.A. Brigadier 
commanding TEGRA; they both gave their approval. We enlisted the 
assistance of the Police and the PWD responsible for the bridge.  A 
large car park on the mainland side of the bridge and a long lay-by on 
the Island, overlooked by the Marquis of Anglesey from his lofty 
plinth, were designated as the assembly/disassembly sites for the 
operation; overhanging tree branches on the route were all pruned 
back, and the Police agreed that 02.00 to 03.00 would be the best times 
for crossing the bridge.  Normally the Radars would be starting from 
the mainland and coming to the island, but since all the modifications 
were done in our workshop on the island, the proving run had to be 
done in the reverse direction: onto the mainland and then back onto 
the island. 
 
The great night arrived — and it was not raining!  With full police 
support we moved out to Llanfaelog and thence the A5, on to the lay-
by where we fitted the metal wheels and stripped all the covers. With 
the bridge closed, the sleepers were laid and the crossing made; turn 
round in the car park and back over the bridge, back to the lay-by and 
reverse the previous disassembly. Hey ho for TEGRA! Our objective had 
been achieved and our proven method was used several times every 
year thereafter, as different units of the RA came to Anglesey to 

practice missile firing.  The army saved 
£20,000 each time but we did   not 
receive a penny! 
 
 Radar, AA No4 Mk 47: ready for transit

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

                        Ready for action. 
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Parents, Grandparents, & Childminders are all welcome. 

 
We hope everyone is having a great half term. Before half term we had our 
Halloween party with clementine pumpkins and ghost bananas, and a few 
weeks before that Mad Hatters, the local Theatre School, came along to do 
some dancing, acting and singing with us. A member of the Sure Start Team 
also came from the Orchard Centre in Shefford on Tuesday 1st October to do 
messy play with us.  Three extra fun weeks in one half term! Thank you to all 
who helped make it a success. 
 
This month Carol will be back again on Tuesday 19th, this time with soft play 
equipment from Shefford Orchard Centre. This session will be free to all, so 
please come along and find out more about other things to do and see with 
your little ones, and join in the activities they bring.   
 
At the end of term we will have our fantastic Christmas party; look out for 
more details in the next issue. 
 
Thank you to everyone who helps to make the sessions run so smoothly, and 
the committee who meet up and think of all the new ideas.  It would not work 
without you. 

Come and join the fun at Meppershall Village Hall, 
 every Tuesday in term time from 1:30 till 3pm.   

Under 1’s 50p * Under 3’s £1.00 * Under 5’s £1.50 
FIRST VISIT FREE - MAX ENTRY £2 (exc. parties) 

Craft, drink & healthy snack included each week 
Look for Meppershall Tots on Facebook, or email 

meppershalltots@hotmail.co.uk 

Please ring Debbie on 07713 627376 for more information 

mailto:meppershalltots@hotmail.co.uk
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NOTICE BOARD 
 
Shefford Town Memorial Hall, Hitchin Road, Shefford -  Fund Raising Events:  
Sunday 1st December -  Christmas Craft Fayre 12 noon till 4pm Free Entry to 
buyers, pitch booking in advance only. Licensed bar, Christmas carols, 
homemade cakes and lots more. 
Bookings or enquiry's for any Fund raising events to Linda 01462814582 
Hall Hire Sheila 01462815495 
We are also looking for a booking clerk, Secretary, and any new people that 
would like to join our Committee to help fund raise or help with the day to day 
running of the Hall. 
 

  
 

Christmas Fayre at Southill Lower School, School Lane, 

Southill 

Saturday 30th November    12noon to 3pm 

 

Come along for a wonderfully festive afternoon! With a great selection 

of retail stalls, enchanting Santa’s Grotto - gift and photo provided 

(photo to be emailed for you to print as many as you like for a unique 

gift), children’s stalls and craft activity, festive refreshments, a great 

raffle and more.  Free entry. 

There is still availability for stallholders (no increase on last year’s 

price), please contact Helen Close via 07721 008153 or 

h.close@virgin.net. 
  

 Supporting the Friends of Southill Lower School 

Registered Charity No. 1149549 

 
 

 

 

Back by Popular demand: 

'Johnny Red'     50's & 60's music and rock and roll 

+ Disco and Buffet 

Friday 27th December 2013     

Meppershall Village Hall   8 pm until midnight 
Tickets available now    £7.50  

Contact Helen   01462 812708   or 07989 914941  

mailto:h.close@virgin.net


42 

 

 

 

 

SUMMERFIELD MINATURE RAILWAY 

SANTA IS COMING TO SUMMERFIELD 

ON 7
TH

 & 8
TH

 DECEMBER 
 

Booking is essential to see him.   

Down load a booking form from our website, 

WWW.BEDFORDMES.CO.UK, 

or phone 01494 439098  

All Santa Special trains are pre-booked and timed, and we are 

unable to accept bookings on the day. 

 
 

 
SHEFFORD CHRISTMAS LIGHTS 

  
The date of switch-on is November 30th at 6 pm. Father Christmas will attend 
as in previous years and there will carol singing and some food available, 
together with amusements for the younger ones. 
 

 

Floral Christmas Workshop 
St Faiths Church, Hexton 

Saturday, 7th December, 10am – 4pm. 

Floral demonstrations in the morning followed by a 

creative afternoon producing a Christmas door wreath. 
A fee of £35 per person includes light refreshments and a contribution towards 

the church restoration. 

For further details, contact; 

Sue Malloy on 01462 812115 
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Ponderings 
Meppershall Pre-school is now enrolling. Autumn term is our quietest and a lovely time for 
your little one to start. They can make new friends and enjoy our stimulating, safe 
environment. All our staff are qualified including one relief member. Please ring Tamsin, our 
fantastic level 4 leader, any morning in term time on 817359 to book a visit. We would like 
to welcome William Hamilton-Hastings on board, and hope he is already enjoying his time 
with us. 
This term we have been learning all about ourselves.  Each child has filled in a little booklet 
with the help of their parents/carers and taken it back into Pre-school so all the staff can 
discover more about that little person. The children have really enjoyed talking about 
themselves! 
The fund-raising team have now organised a Christmas Extravaganza for Friday 8th 
November at 8pm in Meppershall Village Hall. Tickets are £5 on the night or £3 in advance 
including welcome drink, and are now available from Michelle on 07772 531642, or Katie on 
810058. On the night we have treatments available, unique gifts, crafts, and jewellery to 
buy. You can also indulge with a few more drinks and cheese and biscuits and just unwind 
from a busy week. We will then be at the Lower school Autumn Fair on 16th November 
selling second hand books, and bowling fun in the undercover area outside. Our next 
bags2school has also now been booked for 9:30am on 27th November, so please do let us 
know if you have any clothes/curtains/bedding/shoes/teddies you would like us to collect? 
The Meppershall Players are also showing a matinee performance of Sleeping Beauty on 
30th November, and we will be there serving refreshments. Please ask in the bakery for 
tickets. 
Finally the government now have more funding available for 2 year olds, so if you receive 
benefits and would like to find out if your family qualifies, please visit your local Children’s 
Centre, or call Central Beds on 0300 300 8119.   
 
 

 

 

 

Ofsted Registration Number: 219293                                     Registered Charity: 1031913  

Meppershall Pre-school located in Meppershall Village Hall, can take up to 
24 children in each session from in and around the surrounding areas from 

the age of 2 years 6 months.  
We also have limited spaces for funded two year olds. 

Please ring 07713 627376, email info@meppershall-ps.co.uk, or visit 
www.meppershall-ps.co.uk to find out more about the 

Early Years Foundation Stage and exceptional care we offer. 
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THE BIKE SHED                                                             by Wayne Allen   

The Italian Jobs – Part 1.     DUCATI 
 

First of all I would like to say a big “thank you” to my wife Bev 
after recently celebrating our 25 years of marriage. Her long support (or 
suffering!) of my hobby should be applauded. To mark this occasion we spent 
one week in Italy at Lake Como, a place of truly outstanding natural beauty. 
During our stay in Italy we were (well, I was) fortunate to visit a number of 
‘petrol-head’ heaven museums: ladies, please bear with me.  The most 
prestigious museum that we visited was the famous Ferrari facility at 
Maranello; for the car buffs this is a must-do activity! However, just 30 minutes 
further on to Bologna was the home of the other great Italian manufacturer, 
Ducati, in my view the two-wheeled Ferrari. Our pre- booked tour was not only 
to the Ducati museum, but also extended us access to their production facility, 
which I will cover in the next edition. 
 
On arrival at Ducati we were met by our factory tour guide at the security gate, 
and taken into the wonderful reception area within Ducati’s main building. 
From here we paid our entry fee for the tour, which would turn out to be the 
best €10 you could spend. We were issued with wireless headsets which 
allowed us to hear the tour commentary in English from our appointed guide. 
Within the reception area, several of their current production bikes were on 
display and a glass cabinet proudly displayed radios, cameras and electrical 
components that were Ducati’s entry into manufacturing. Our tour guide 
confirmed the itinerary for the remainder of the afternoon and the first stop 
was the museum. On entering the main hall, my wife describes my facial 
expressions as "like a kid in a sweet shop". Even if you're not a motor cycling 
fan you immediately feel the passion that Ducati have for their racing heritage. 
The main hall of the museum is circular in shape with its central feature 
replicating a large motorcycle helmet. Following the contours of the circular 
museum there are access points to thematic rooms. The first of these displayed 
the very first to Ducati motorcycle, the Cuccilio (‘puppy’ in Italian). This was 
essentially a converted pushbike with a very small two stroke engine. Once we 
emerged from this room I drooled past the historic racing bikes leading up to 
the next room. Within this gallery were two very famous bikes that were 
campaigned by Paul Smart and Mike Hailwood.  Mike’s bike was the backup 
machine on which he won the Isle of Man TT in 1978.  
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As you progress anti-clockwise in the main hall you are transported in 
chronological order through their racing years and successes. One of the key 
aspects I did note going into the museum (and this applied to the Ferrari 
museum later), was that they a very proud to display their machines with easy 
access for photography. At this 
point it was evident I was lagging 
behind the main group, but I now 
had an even clearer access to  
shoot the bikes and could still 
keep up with the commentary via 
my headset. Further rooms 
demonstrated Ducati’s 
innovation in engine design, with 
multiple displays of the 
desmodromic valve power plants (this is an article on its own).  
 
We've now reached the halfway point around the main hall and are rewarded 
with a spectacular line-up of Ducati’s contribution to the world superbike series 
in which they achieved great success over the past years.  Among the exhibits 
were bikes piloted by Carl Fogarty, as pictured here. 
 
We then moved into probably one of the greatest galleries within the facility, 
the Moto GP bikes. These machines stand head and shoulders above all that 
have preceded them. Bikes of Casey Stoner line up on the elevated podium to 
reflect their command of those successful Moto GP years which sadly are a far 
cry from the recent poor performance on the world circuits. Opposite the GP 
bikes was a wall of glass displaying a range of awards and trophies from floor to 
ceiling. Our time in the museum at this point was rapidly expiring before we 
had to move on to the production facility. The museum is truly a great example 
of Italian flare and pride. All the manufacturers I have covered in previous 
editions all have something unique, but for me Ducati just has that edge. 
 
In next month’s Part Two we visit the Ducati factory and then onto the Moto 
Guzzi Museum. Yes, I got away with murder, almost. 
 
For details of the collection please see the website: www.ducati.com 
  

http://www.ducati.com/
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COVERS BY REQUEST 
 
As Rector Roni reminds us in her Message from St. Mary’s, November is the 
month for remembering the departed, our own friends and families and those 
who died in the Armed Services. Meppershall's own War Memorial is in  
St. Mary’s churchyard, and David Turner took this picture especially for the 
Messenger, on a suitably sombre day. 
 
 

 

SIGNIFICANT EVENTS 
Birthdays in November 
 
Florrie Vintner will be 96 on 8th  
Jean Ford will be 81 on 10th  
Poppy Ashton will be 85, also on 10th  
Anne Gilmour will be 82 on 30th  
 
Congratulations to all of the above. 
________________________________________________________________ 
 
If you know of a significant event in the village, please let the Editor know: we 
are looking for things to celebrate!  80th, 90th and 100th birthdays we mark with 
the presentation of a cake from The Messenger. 
We would also love to hear about big anniversaries or any other cause to 
celebrate. 
________________________________________________________________ 

 
RIP 
 
David Dilley died on 20th September, aged 60. 
Our sympathy goes to all his family. 
 
Edward (Eddie) Lane died on 5th October aged 87. 
Our sympathy goes to Josie & family.  
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St. Mary The Virgin 
Meppershall Parish Church (Church of England) 

Church Road, off Campton Road, SG17 5NA 
 
Rector:  The Reverend Veronica Goodman    01462 339962  
– usual day off: Monday 
 
Churchwardens:  
Dawn Abbatt 01462 816962 
James Read 01462 857836  e-mail: meppershall.pcc@gmail.com 
PCC Secretary:  
Anne Parsons 01462 813333 annie10639@gmail.com 

 

Services & Events – November 2013 
Date Time Service 

Sunday 3rd Nov 
All Saints 

11.00am 
11.00am 
6.30pm 

Parish Communion  
Junior Church at the School 
Service of Special Memories – add the 
names of loved ones you would like to 
remember to the list at the back of the 
church 

Saturday 9th Nov  8.00am 
9.30am – 
4.30pm 

Celtic Morning Prayer 
Churchyard Working Party 
All welcome! Help present the churchyard 
at its best for Remembrance Sunday 

Sunday 10th Nov 
Remembrance 
Sunday  

8.30am 
10.45am 
11.00am 

Holy Communion 
Gather at the Memorial in the Churchyard 
Service of Remembrance 

Sunday 17th Nov 
25th after Trinity  

8.30am 
11.00am 

Holy Communion 
All-Age Family Service 

Sunday 24th Nov 
Last after Trinity 

11.00am 
 

Parish Communion  
Christ the King 

Sunday 1st Dec 
1st of Advent 

11.00am 
11.00am 

Parish Communion  
Junior Church at the School 

 
St Mary’s weekday service - Wednesdays: 
Holy Communion (Book of Common Prayer), each Wednesday, 10.00am.  

mailto:annie10639@gmail.com
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Some December Dates For Your Diary… 
Sunday 8th December – Christingle Service, 4pm 
Sunday 15th December – Santa’s Float and Carols around Meppershall 
Sunday 22nd December – Service of Nine Lessons and Carols, 6.30pm 
Christmas Eve – Nativity Service with Carols, 5pm.  

A Message from St Mary’s… 
For many of us November turns our thoughts to remembering.  On Sunday 3rd 
November (11am) we will celebrate All Saints’ Day (actual date 1st November). 
We ponder the good example of good and holy lives, saints and martyrs 
through Christian history. Then at 6.30pm at our All Souls’ Service, we 
remember and give thanks for the lives of those we have loved and lost. There 
are lists in the back of the church for those who wish a loved one to be 
remembered by name during the service. On Remembrance Sunday we 
remember servicemen and women killed in the line of duty. We give thanks for 
all those dedicated to the service of their country and the protection and 
freedom of its citizens and, ultimately, for the peace, protection and freedom 
of people everywhere. 
I sometimes think of it as a sad, maybe melancholy time - but it also makes me 
think what a precious and important thing memory is. I guess without memory 
the world would be on repeat all the time, like a broken record. Every day you 
would wake up not knowing where you work, needing to make friends all over 
again... like the films ‘Groundhog Day’ and ‘50 First Dates’. Our memories 
shape us. We all go through things and have different experiences that, at least 
partly, make us who we are. And memory helps keep us safe, hopefully helping 
us learn, remember, and avoid repeating the mistakes of the past; and 
repeating good things some more. 
Very importantly, memories build relationships: we remember what we have 
done, shared, and endured together. Memories are part of the way we 
treasure each other and they help us nurture our love for each other. 
Our community, our society as a whole, can use our shared memories and 
history to shape and guide us, adapting from yesterday to the demands of 
today and tomorrow. Without history we would not know all the good things 
that people have done for us and our society, or recognise the advances we 
have made. Shared memories help us grow and learn together, to move 
forward into a better future. 
Under God, let us be thankful for the memories we treasure, let us learn  
humbly from the mistakes that we have made, and let us be thankful for the 
gift of remembering and all that it makes possible.  
With all good wishes, Rector Roni.  
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JUNIOR CHURCH 

 

The nights are beginning to draw in and we are all preparing 
ourselves for the colder weather and of course that wonderful time 
of the year………..Christmas! 
The JC team is no different and with this in mind have two very 
special events to look forward to.   
Event number 1…… 

Sunday 1st December in  
Meppershall CE Academy School Hall 

Christmas Craft Activities 
10am-11.15am 

 
There is no charge for this, but donations are welcome 

For those who would like to, we will be going up to join the Church 
service for 11.30 to see two of our longest and most regular JC 

members take their first Holy Communion. 
 

Event number 2…… 

Dressing Up Time!!! 
On Christmas Eve, 5pm in St Mary’s Church 

Join us in our Nativity Play where you can come 
dressed up as an angel, shepherd, sheep, cow to 

name but a few or even in National dress! 
 

Just turn up at 5pm and be a part of the play – Mary, Joseph, and 
Angel Gabriel look forward to welcoming you! 

For more information about either of these events, please contact 
Gillian on 850947. 

    The JC Team   
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PARSNIP AND APPLE SOUP                                            NOVEMBER 2013 
 

25g (1oz) butter 
680g (1 ½ lb) parsnips, peeled and sliced 
1 Bramley cooking apple, cored, peeled, and sliced 
1.25  litres  (2 pints), vegetable stock 
4 sage leaves, plus extra to garnish 
2 cloves 
150 ml (5fl oz) Single cream 
Salt and freshly ground black pepper 
1 dessert apple, cored, peeled, and sliced and fried in 25g (1oz) 
butter to garnish. 
  

 Method - Serves 6 
  

1) Melt the butter in a large saucepan and add the parsnips and apple. 
Cover and cook gently for 10 minutes, stirring occasionally. 

2) Pour the stock into the saucepan and add the sage and cloves. Bring 
to boil, cover and then simmer for 30 minutes, until the parsnip is 
softened. 

3) Remove the sage leaves and cloves, then puree the parsnips in a 
blender or food processor. 

4) Return to the saucepan and reheat gently with the cream. Season to 
taste. Serve hot, garnished with the sage leaves and apple sliced and 
with granary bread. 
 
 

Recipes are kindly supplied each month by Brenda Putwain.   
 
Brenda would welcome feedback from readers on her recipes.  



51 

 

 

 

A very Happy Birthday to those of 
you 

celebrating birthdays in 
November 

 

 
 
 

Alice Geneux who will be 11 on the 1st 
Ben Halford who will be 9 on the 4th 

Elliot Cooper Hughes who will be 15 on the 10th 
Freddie Hefford who will be 8 on the 10th 
Scarlett Vernon who will be 2 on the 19th 

Abbie Saunders who will be 14 on the 19th 
Lucy Wallace who will be 10 on the 23rd 
Alex Thorne who will be 14 on the 28th 

George Underwood who will be 1 on the 29th 
 
 

 
 
 

If you are under 16 and would like your name added to 
the birthday page, please call Louise Hutson on 814148  

or email at louhuts@gmail.com 
  

mailto:louhuts@gmail.com
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THE MEPPERSHALL MESSENGER 

CONTRIBUTIONS 
 
The editor welcomes contributions to the Messenger, whether as letters, articles or notices.  
Contributions should preferably be as attachments to e-mail but hand written contributions 
may be sent by post, left at the Editor’s address below or in the folder kept at the Village 
Stores.  Contributions should run to not more than one A5 page (except by prior 
arrangement) and should be received by the Editor not later than the 12th of the month for 
publication at the end of that month.   Contributions received after the deadline may be held 
over. 
 
DISCLAIMER 
 
The Editor reserves the right to omit or alter any advertisement or article and to change the 
content, format or issue date of the magazine without prior notice.  The Editor cannot be 
held responsible for the factual correctness of, or for any libellous comment or statement 
made in any advertisement, article or other contribution published in this magazine.  Every 
effort will be made to avoid any deliberate attempt to mislead or otherwise cause harm or 
damage to any person or persons by any advertisement, article or any other contribution 
published in this magazine. 
 

THE TEAM 
 

Editor Dick Bulley 116  Shefford Road 815114 
 Email: richard.bulley@btinternet.com 
Assistant Editor David Turner 2 Campton Road 813613 
  Email: davidturner25@hotmail.com 
Advertising and 
Distribution 

Colette House 90  Fildyke Road 815585 
Email: colettehouse@gmail.com 

Production Co-
ordination 

Enid Pamment 112 High Street 851397   
Email: enidpamment@aol.com 

Treasurer John Thompson 16  Brookmead  812983 
 Email: jthompson244@btinternet.com 

 

Collating Dates for your Diaries  
2013 2014 
   January 27  
November 25 Double February 24  
December None  March 24  
   April 28  
   May 26  
   June 30  

   July 28 Double 
Please note that dates in the above table indicate the month in which the collating will take place, at 2.00 pm in 
the Sugar Loaf.  The issue being collated will relate to the following month, e.g. on 24th September the October 
issue will be collated.  

mailto:richard.bulley@btinternet.com

