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Volume 29      Issue 9                                               February 2014  

EDITORIAL 
 
I feel that we are now in an ‘in between’ 
season: Christmas seems ages ago (but I still 
hope you had a good one) and even "Happy 
New Year" seems rather late.  If only it were 
Spring, which brings everything new optimism 
and energy, but we have to grit our teeth and 
get through February and March first. 
 
To help you get through February our faithful 
contributors have thrown off any torpor left 
over from Christmas and enable me to 
assemble an issue as varied as ever.  In no 
particular order (as they say) we offer a Christmas like no other, with Jeremy 
Holden (page 24), Lucy's introduction to campanology (page 26), a further 
instalment of Lewis Birt's experiences with REME (page 41) and the final piece 
of Wayne Allen's petrol-head's holiday in Italy (page 47).  We can also offer you 
a Pop-up Café in aid of the Orchard Children's Centre (page 14) and a Fish & 
Chip Supper on 16th May in aid of The Spinal Injuries Association, so long as you 
organise one! 
 
The latest act in the drama of the development behind the Village Hall was 
played out at the VHMC AGM, on which there is a comprehensive report on 
page 11. 
 
This month I am also pleased to welcome Nickie Moore as Acting Head Teacher 
of Meppershall Academy, at least to the end of the academic year. 
 
And finally, an item of ‘family’ news from the Messenger team: Phyllis Kidger 
turned 96 on 16th January!  The team was delighted to take her our greetings 
and be able to congratulate her on remaining an active printer for us each 
month.  Well done and thank you, Phyl. 

 
Dick Bulley 
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LETTERS 

Letter from Paul Smith: 
“WHAT’S BEST FOR MEPPERSHALL?” 

In November 2013 the Meppershall Messenger was kind enough to distribute a 
survey questionnaire regarding the proposed housing development by Bloor 
Homes on the land behind the Village Hall.  This was signed by “Linda Primett 
and others” and we now are happy to report the results of that survey. 
Our personal view, shared by many, is that the recent consultation and 
‘questionnaire’ issued by the developers was unfair and flawed, and, has been 
used by the Trustees of the Village Hall and the Parish Council to misrepresent 
village support for the development so we prepared this alternative survey of 
two very straightforward questions. 
We would like to repeat our thanks to The Meppershall Messenger for 
distributing the questionnaire at relatively short notice.  It is heartening to see 
the part they are willing to play in ensuring all voices are heard in the village. 
We would also like to thank the households who returned a completed form.  
In all, 74 forms representing 97 residents were received which represents 
10.9% of the 680 households in Meppershall reported in the 2011 census. 
To the first question: 
Overall, do you agree that Meppershall would benefit from the development of 
around 77 houses to fund the construction of a new Community Centre, rather 
than retaining and improving the existing Village Hall?   
5 (6.8%) replied YES and 69 (93.2%) replied NO. 
To the second question:  
If a new Community Centre is built as described would you use it more than the 
existing Village Hall? 
7 (9.5%) replied YES and 67 (90.5%) replied NO. 
It appears that many residents did not return the form as they consider the 
development a ‘done deal’ but those who did showed that they have a strong 
objection to the scheme (over 9.9% of the total village households and over 
90% of those returning a voting form).  Had this referendum been held before 
an unstoppable process was started, the true feeling of the village may have 
emerged, which may have led to the consideration of a more proportionate 
and appropriate redevelopment of the village hall. 
This result was reported to the Parish Council and the Trustees of the Village 
Hall but it has not changed their support of the planning application and 
development of the present scheme. 
Thank you again to the 74 households who gave their view. 

Linda Primett, Barry Plumley & Paul Smith  
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Letter from Vic King: 

 
The Shefford Branch of the Royal British Legion 

 
Vic King, Poppy Appeal organiser, would be interested to hear from anybody 
who would be prepared to collect or help in any way with this essential and 
worthy charity. The continued expansion of our town means that we now have 
several new-build areas that we need collectors for. As a direct consequence of 
conflict in our world our gallant servicemen, and their families as well, have to 
rely upon the RBL and do call upon us for support and comfort during some 
terrible times in their lives; as a direct result of our efforts the Legion has been 
able to respond to those calls.  
Locally we have responded to this cause very well, and we are pleased to be 
able to report that to date we have collected £11,187.54p (Meppershall raised 
£789.95). We are justifiably proud and thankful to all those who have given so 
magnificently of both their time and money to this end. Considering that 
approximately 25% comes from door-to-door collections, whilst approximately 
35% is from static boxes it is easy to understand why we must continue to push 
for your support in this very vital work. Please contact Vic King on 01462 638675 
or e-mail him at: kingalbert@sky.com. 
The branch meets at the Shefford Town Memorial Hall, 10 Hitchin Road, on the 
second Monday of each month at 8pm sharp. You do not have to be an ex- 
service person to become involved, and you would be very welcome to attend 
these meetings.  If you can help us in any way then please contact any 
committee member. 

 Thank you. 
Letter from Sharon Watson: 
 
Dear Richard, 
I am not sure if I have left this too late but I would appreciate it if you could add 
an extra entry from me personally, as a parent of one of the Brownies.   I am 
sure the other parents would agree that Suzanne, Gemma and Claire were 
fantastic, looking after four of our Brownies at the centenary celebrations of 
Brownies held at Butlins in Skegness between 3rd - 5th January 2014!  The girls 
had such a fantastic time and it was so kind of them to give up their time over 
the New Year to be with the girls and give them such a wonderful opportunity!   
We are so lucky to have such dedicated people in our village and Brownies has 
certainly changed since I was one! Probably not that long ago! 
Thank you Richard, and a very Happy New Year to you and your family.  You do 
a great job too! 

Kind regards   Sharon Watson  
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MEPPERSHALL NEWS IN BRIEF 

Everything happens in Meppershall! (Contributed by Enid Pamment) 
I thought you would like to see our Canada 
goose who decided to visit us on Monday 
evening at 11.20pm.  My daughter Sharon 
and I were just finishing off in the kitchen, 
preparing to go to bed, when there was an 
enormous thud and I wondered if my 
grand- daughter Alison had fallen out of 
bed!  I ran to the front to see if there had 
been an accident, then I went into the 
garage and looked outside into our dog 
Todd's run and there in a crumpled heap 
was this furry thing all huddled up, so I 
could not identify what it was.  He then 

lifted his head and I thought he was a duck, but then he got bigger and bigger.  
I fetched my husband from his slumber in the lounge and after he told me I was 
seeing things, he decided to get up with his Zimmer and then he went outside.  
Todd, our dog, was running backwards and forwards obviously distressed, so I 
locked him indoors, opened the gate to the dog’s run and Terry gradually and 
gently pushed our enormous friend into the garden.  He then strutted around a 
bit and we went to bed.  Next morning he was still strutting around examining 
his new found home.  We decided he was hungry so gave him bread and water 
which he ate rapidly.  Then he settled down preening himself.  We phoned the 
RSPCA and they said they would send somebody around that day.   He did 
make us laugh as he said the bird must have felt like a Boeing 474 dive-
bombing into the dog’s  run and he would never have managed to fly out from 
our garden, as like a Boeing 474 they take off slowly with a tremendous 
wingspan and our garden would not give him sufficient room to get airborne. 
The man then went to his vehicle and brought back a large thick cloth with a 
zip, laid it on the ground, picked up our friend and put him into the cloth, 
zipping him up.  He then tucked him under his arm, popped him into the car, 
and came back for his other belongings.  He told us he would try to get him to a 
lake or the river in Bedford before letting him loose, but he did check his wing 
and was happy as it seemed OK.  He said we did the right thing because had we 
left him a fox may have got him. We cleaned up the patio at the back as much 
as we could and today it poured with rain, so that was a great help!  I couldn't 
imagine what it would have looked like had we kept him for a week!  
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MEPPERSHALL GOOD NEIGHBOUR GROUP 
 

The GNOMES are up and running for the benefit of all 
villagers and can be contacted on 07760 793921 (put this in 
your phone straight away).  As a reminder: GNOMES stands 
for Good Neighbours Offering Meppershall Excellent 
Services.  
 
With this issue of The Messenger you should have received a 
card giving that contact phone number – please keep this 
card somewhere safe as a reminder to call the Gnomes when 
you need a helping hand. 

 
The Group extends grateful thanks to Ansell Village Stores for their sponsorship 
and a big thank you to the Lester Family and another villager, who wishes to 
remain anonymous, for their very generous donations that will ensure our 
financial health well beyond next year. 
 
We would wish to remind our potential ‘customers’ that we have full public 
liability insurance in place. All our volunteers are cleared by the Disclosure and 
Barring Service for this type of involvement, and have all signed a client 
confidentiality statement.  We are ready and waiting for your call. 
 
At the Group meeting on 8th January the Secretary was able to report that we 
had tested our systems by staging a call-out with the co-operation of the 
Evergreens (thank you to Karen and Ida), and we have had our first real call. 
The Gnomes are coming..........! 
 

David & Thelma Purchase 
 
Those of you with long memories of the village will remember that David and 
Thelma once owned and ran the post office and stores: our 25th anniversary 
issue included a picture of their leaving party. 
 
David and Thelma have kept in touch via Barbara Horwood, who sends them a 
copy of The Messenger every month, and this Christmas Thelma very kindly 
included in her Christmas card a contribution to Messenger funds.  The 
Messenger would like to thank them very much for that contribution and to 
wish them continuing good health and prosperity. 
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SLEEPING BEAUTY - THE MEPPERSHALL PLAYERS 

Although the 2013 pantomime is now history and Karen's thoughts are already 

turning to her 2014 offering, The Messenger could not let it go without at least 

a brief word of appreciation.  We took our grandchildren to the last matinee 

performance which, sadly, was only half full, but this in no way dampened the 

children's pleasure.  Some of the gags were over the heads of primary school 

children (mercifully?) but they still loved to boo the evil Fairy Sceptica. 

Meppershall is very lucky to have Karen Mitchell's writing and directing talent, 
and she in turn is fortunate to be supported by the talents of the Players – 
although I am sure she could do with more of them!  
 
 

 

 

A Village Valentine Verse 
 

To my Valentine 
 
Out on the edge of an icy blue sky, 
Flickering wings in the distance: 
Rising to journey away from this land 
And follow some deeper insistence.  

Ours is the journey from mundane to bright, 
Spirits not bound by this place: 
For mine is a freedom that lifts me high up, 
Whenever I look in your face. 

Meppershall, February 2014 
 
With thanks to our regular contributor, Anon, for this timely piece.   Ed 
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MEPPERSHALL BROWNIES 

  

Happy Birthday to us, Happy Birthday to us, Happy Birthday dear 

Brownies….   

 

This year is a very exciting year for Brownies as we will spend from 
now until September celebrating Brownies being 100 years old.  
Brownies was started in 1914 by Lord Baden Powell’s sister Agnes, 
four years after Girl Guides started.   Brownies were initially called 
Rosebuds but were renamed a year later after the girls complained 
that they didn’t like their name.  The name Brownies comes from the 
story by Juliana Ewing, written in 1870.  In the story two children, 
Tommy and Betty, learn that children can be helpful Brownies or lazy 
boggarts.  A boggart is a mischievous elf by the way.  Obviously all 
our Brownies are extremely helpful and never ever lazy or 
mischievous!   
 
We started our celebrations with a very special adventure: after 
Christmas we went to Starburst.  Over two thousand Brownies took 
over the whole of Butlins in Skegness.  We had great fun taking part 
in lots of exciting activities, including swimming and we particularly 
enjoyed racing down the rapids, learning street dancing and circus 
skills, making Snowy and Tawny Owl very dizzy and screaming very 
loudly on the fairground rides, watched Cloudy with a Chance of 
Meatballs 2 at the cinema, ten pin bowling, watching and shouting 
incredibly loudly at the very funny game show and in the evenings 
after a yummy dinner we had a birthday party and disco and Sam 
Callaghan from this year’s X-Factor came along to sing to us; it was a 
fantastic weekend! We all had a great adventure and it was a great 
start to our Big Brownie Birthday celebrations.  
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Here is what the Brownies had to say about their adventure: 
 
Alison -  “Butlins is an amazing place to go.  My favourite things were 
swimming, bowling and the cinema” 
 

Simran - “Butlins was really, really good.  My favourite things were 

bowling, cinema and swimming and waking up at 3 am!”  

 

Amy-Rose - “My favourite activities were swimming, bowling and the 

cinema” 

 

Summer - “I really enjoyed swimming, going down the rapids and the 
funfair” 
 
The adults did not enjoy waking up at 3am quite so much, but the 
girls did thankfully all go back to sleep very quickly, and had to be 
woken up for breakfast in the morning. 
 
We have other fun Big Brownie Birthday activities planned including 
the Big Brownie Boogie in March, Star Quest (which is an outdoor 
adventure day in May) and the Big Brownie Sleepover in June.  We 
also hope to have our own party and I would like to invite all ex-
Brownies or anyone from the village who has helped at Brownies to 
this event – more details to follow next month.  The girls will also 
take part in lots of fun activities as we take on the Big Brownie 
Birthday challenge. 
 

If you are interested in your daughter joining Brownies, then please 
contact Snowy Owl (Suzanne) on 07817 392325 or you can register 
online at: www.girlguiding.co.uk. 
 
To judge from the letter on page 4, Suzanne, your efforts and sleep 
deprivation were worth it!  - Ed 
  

http://www.girlguiding.co.uk/
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MEPPERSHALL PARISH COUNCIL REPORT 
 
There have been two council meeting since the last issue of the Messenger. 
 
At the December meeting, following a letter from the Parish Clerk to the Chief 
Constable, we were pleased to welcome Inspector Nouch and Sergeant Kidd from 
Bedfordshire Police. They answered many questions from the public on burglaries 
and drugs, which have both been issues of concern in the village. They reminded us 
that 999 should always be used for an immediate response in an emergency. 
However, should we be concerned about anything that they can deal with on a non-
emergency basis, it should be reported to the Police by telephoning 101. They cannot 
take action on any matter unless the public has recently logged a call via this service. 
At the January meeting the Council reviewed two planning applications and raised no 
objections. I reported on the proposed development to the rear of the High Street 
and the new Village Hall project and advised the meeting that legal formalities were 
proceeding and at present there was nothing significant to report. 
In the Finance section of the meeting the Council approved the financial report for 
the period ending 31st December 2013. We also examined the proposed budget for 
2014 – 2015 from which the annual Precept is set: this was agreed without 
amendment. I can therefore announce that the Council Tax for this Parish Council 
from April 2014 will not be increased. 
Councillor Bulley presented to the meeting a proposed traffic calming programme for 
Shefford Road, High Street and Shillington Road following an assessment compiled by 
Central Beds Highways engineers Amey. In their report they did not recommend any 
raised speed bumps. They specifically identified an issue with the proposed new road 
junction at the Village Hall which the developers have been instructed by Central 
Beds to address, should their development go forward to a planning application. The 
report was passed to a Council working group to develop an action plan following a 
detailed review with Amey. 
Since the last Council meeting the Environment and Leisure working group has been 
reviewing tenders submitted for grass cutting in the village. Following their advice the 
Council was pleased to re-appoint our current contractor. 
 
Please remember that you are welcome to attend our meetings to speak about any 
subject during our open public session. Or you may just wish to come along and see 
what we do. Maybe you are thinking about becoming a Councillor at the next 
election. We look forward to seeing you.  The next 2 Council meetings will be on 
10th Feb and 10th March. 
 
David Foskett  
Chairman  
Meppershall Parish Council – chairman@meppershall.org  

mailto:chairman@meppershall.org
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Meppershall Village Hall  

Update and report from the AGM 

The well attended AGM was held on 5th January 2014 with some 40 attendees. 
Steve Ansell, Chairman, reported a generally successful year for the hall, with 
particular thanks to the Meppershall Village Fair Committee that made the 
Village Fair such a success and enabled the purchase by the Parish Council of 
new chairs and tables rather than making a donation to running costs, and to 
the volunteer Trustees who have put a lot of work into the consultation and 
planning for the possible future of the hall.  
The existing hall continues to require regular maintenance for which thanks 
and appreciation were expressed to Graham Walker. Further thanks went to 
Sue Rafferty the Booking Secretary, Linda Primett who stood down as Secretary 
during the year, and Melanie Fergus who took over. 
David Birch, Treasurer, reported on a generally healthy financial position, 
although all users are being asked to try and avoid wasting heat, water and 
electricity. The Parish Council has not indicated that there is likely be any 
change in its continuing financial support for the hall. Bookings currently have 
to be turned away during term time because of regular weekly bookings, but it 
was agreed to look at inventive ways of increasing hirings during the school 
holidays. It is expected that future Annual General Meetings would be held 
around May/June, recent meetings having been delayed so that as much 
information about the proposed new Hall was available as possible. The 
Treasurer’s report and accounts were approved unanimously. 
 
Conversion to a Company Limited by Guarantee. 
The proposal was introduced by Graham Jones, with further explanation by Rae 
Levene, Managing Partner of Park Woodfine Heald Mellows, solicitors retained 
by the Village Hall. 
The proposed change is supported by the Charity Commission where, as in the 
case of Meppershall Village Hall, the charity owns land and/or employs people. 
One of the main reasons for becoming a limited company is to limit the 
individual liability of the Trustees, although it was made clear that Trustees 
could still be held liable if they acted otherwise than in accordance with their 
fiduciary duty to the Charity. It does mean that membership of the Charity 
would be limited to individuals who have specifically agreed to be members, 
which is a straightforward process.  
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Several concerns were raised about the proposed changes, which were 
discussed at some considerable length. The Trustees confirmed that 
Meppershall residents would be invited, via the Messenger, to become 
members of the Charity when the time arose, and it was further agreed that 
membership would be open to “any individual over the age of 18 who is 
resident in the ‘area of benefit’ and interested in promoting the Objects”. 
Following a full and frank discussion of all the issues arising, the proposal was 
passed by 25 votes to 2.  
Proposed New Village Hall 
It was clear that there were a considerable number of both concerns and 
misconceptions about the proposed development.  
David Birch provided a lengthy explanation as to how the current position had 
been arrived at, in particular that the initial proposal for the building of the 
new houses had not been initiated by the Trustees of the Village Hall. 
He outlined the process of consultation with both existing users and other local 
village halls. The Trustees refuted suggestions that the process in respect of the 
Hall had been less than transparent, in particular highlighting that it had been 
discussed at previous AGMs, there had been updates in the Messenger, and 
that a public consultation had been held as soon as there was a substantive 
proposal about which to provide information and formally consult.  
Particular concerns were expressed about the cost of building the new hall and 
whether the proposed building was financially viable. 
The Trustees will be responsible for the building process, and will retain control 
of the contract and money being paid for the work. It is fundamental to the 
deal that the current hall remains open until the new one is ready for 
occupation. It is also in the best interests of the developer to ensure the 
process is as smooth as possible as they can’t put in a proper access road or sell 
any houses until the current hall is demolished.   
Tenders will be invited for building the hall as proposed, but if the tenders are 
too expensive, the design will need to be amended. No guarantees can be 
given about future income, but the hall already has a number of established 
regular users, the new facilities will be much more attractive to users, and 
more rooms will be available for letting and hire. The ‘standalone’ changing 
rooms and playing fields should encourage local sports teams. 
Concern was expressed about the likely increase in running costs and potential 
for reliance on the Parish Council for support. As the new hall will be much 
more environment-friendly and better insulated, heating and lighting bills 
should be lower and maintenance minimal in the first few years. The 
expectation is that there will be a reasonable sum of money retained from the   
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available development budget to provide a buffer against unforeseen or 
additional expenses.  
 
It was specifically recorded, at the request of Paul Smith, that the Trustees will 
only proceed if they are satisfied that the new Village Hall will be financially 
viable. All current Trustees confirmed their agreement and that this had always 
been, and continues to be, a pre-requisite for them. 
 
Several people expressed their concerns about the impact of 77 new homes; in 
particular the obstruction of views, potential drainage problems and issues 
relating to increased traffic. It was noted that such issues had been raised and 
discussed during the consultation process and any continuing concerns should 
really be submitted to Central Beds, the Planning Authority. The Trustees will 
continue to pass on such concerns to the developer, but the Trustees have no 
control over that part of the proposed development.  
The Trustees also confirmed that they would naturally continue to reply to any 
other questions or concerns about the Hall developments, but respecting 
confidentiality between the parties they would not be able to disclose 
commercially sensitive information relating to the details of the negotiations.  
 
It was agreed that the Trustees should progress negotiations for a new village 
hall (23 for, 2 against and 6 abstentions). 
 
Election of Trustees 
The current Trustees, Steve Ansell (Chairman) David Birch (Treasurer) Graham 
Walker (Maintenance and licensee), Jeff Hurst and Graham Jones were re-
elected unopposed.  Dave Foskett will continue as representative of the Parish 
Council. User groups will be asked to nominate representatives. 
 
The Trustees can co-opt additional members as required, and would be pleased 
to hear from anyone able and prepared to make a meaningful contribution to 
the Village Hall or with specialist skills that could assist in managing the new 
Village Hall construction. 
 
Melanie Fergus and Sue Rafferty kindly agreed to continue as Secretary and 
Booking Secretary respectively.  
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POP UP CAFÉS 
 

Come along and try our FREE coffee mornings!  
 

 Scones  Tea 

 Muffins  Coffee 

 Crumpets  Children’s Drinks 
 

Meppershall Village Hall: 1:30 – 3:00pm 
 
Thursday 20th February  
Thursday 20th March  
Thursday 10th April  
Thursday 1st May  
Thursday 5th June  
 

Everyone’s welcome - Ages 0-99                      Toddler and Baby area  
 
Orchard Children's Centre 
Shefford Lower School, School Lane, Shefford, Beds 
SG17 5XA 
Tel. 01462 615115/07504657383 
Donations Welcome  
 

 

 
CORRECTION 

In our last issue we published a letter from Maureen Vintner concerning her 
husband, Gerald.  By a very unfortunate error, our editorial referred to Gerald 
as though he was dead.  We are very happy to confirm that this is not the 
case, and we apologise sincerely to Gerald and to Maureen for any distress 
caused by our error.  
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YOUR SHOUT 
with Trevor Thorley 
 

  

By the time you read this we will already be one month into 2014; how time 
seems to fly! 

Pre-Christmas was, as always, very, very busy. Santa toured the village in his 
sleigh with his team of helpers and raised in the region of £600, which will go to 
the Bishop’s annual appeal. I feel sure that the organisers would like me to say 
a big thank-you to everyone.  Santa also found the time to visit the school, 
making many young children very happy.  I hope that he managed to bring each 
of them what they wanted on the morning of December 25.  

St. Mary’s Church was a centre of activity with the annual Nine Lessons and 
Carols service bringing everyone together in a full church to witness to this 
wonderful event. On Christmas Eve at 5pm there was the Family Nativity 
Service - lovely for children and parents alike. Mid-night Mass too was well 
attended of course, as was the Christmas Day morning Communion service. 
It is hoped that the much-needed work on the church restoration will take 
place; there is much to be done and our Rector Roni has been working hard to 
find the funding required. The Friends of St. Mary’s have also been working 
hard to raise money, through annual concerts, the Annual Quiz night and 
covenants and the Friends are grateful for all the support they have been given 
over the years. This fundraising improves the chances of St. Mary’s receiving a 
faculty for the work to begin.  
Over the past twenty years, The Friends of St. Mary’s have been able to provide 
the electric organ, contribute to the restoration of the ancient Walker Organ, 
contribute £8,000 to the changes to the vestry, and purchase the sound 
equipment. At this point in time the Friends have a sum approaching £30,000, 
which will be passed to the P.C.C. when the restoration funding is eventually 
obtained. It is important that your support continues: the church was built in 
1236 and no one would want to see this beautiful building fall into decay.  We 
all need the church at some time in our lives, whether for christenings, 
weddings or burials and we do need to remember this. 
Please keep your comments coming. Remember this is  ‘YOUR SHOUT’ and 
your voice and at times it is not necessarily my opinion, as appears to have 
been wrongly implied recently. 
 
Trevor Thorley tel: 01462 813357 or email trevor.thorley1@btinternet.com  

mailto:trevor.thorley1@btinternet.com
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Meppershall Church of England Academy 

‘An outstanding Church of England School’   June 2008 and December 2010 

 
School Report- February 2014 

 
I would like to take this opportunity to introduce myself as the Acting Head at 
Meppershall CE Academy. I am delighted to be working with such a lovely 
group of children and dedicated staff and governors. I look forward to working 
with them all for the foreseeable future. The school had a busy end to the term 
and here are just a few of the treats the parents and children enjoyed! 
 
Carols by Candlelight 
This was a wonderful and prayerful occasion at St Mary’s Church, Meppershall, 
which captured the peace and joy of the festive season. The children read and 
sang beautifully and also decorated the Chrismon Tree with Christian Symbols 
to wonderful effect. The tree was displayed at St Michael’s Church in Shefford 
and received many well deserved compliments. 
We had a wonderful time at the Pantomime at Milton Keynes on 16th 
December!  ‘Snow White and the Seven Dwarves’ was a great show – with 
much audience participation!  Many thanks to the PTA for subsidising the cost 
of the tickets! 
 
Hey Ewe! 
The children of Birches and Elms delighted us with their traditional Nativity 
Story with a twist! The nativity story was told from the point of view of the 
sheep. Their performances would not have looked out of place on stage in the 
West End, as narrators, actors, singers and dancers gave of their best!  The solo 
verse of ‘Away in a Manger’ left few dry eyes in the house!  Great job! 
Christmas parties were held in each class with a very special visit from Santa. 
The end of term culminated in a delicious Christmas dinner being enjoyed by 
the whole school Thanks to Mrs Fitzpatrick for all her hard work and 
preparation in the kitchen. 
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The children have been busy writing about their Christmas holidays this week. 
Here are a couple of examples of the fun and presents the children experienced 
in Oaks Class: 
On Christmas morning I woke up and ran into my Dad’s bedroom and woke him 
up and asked him if I could open the present from my stocking. He said “Yes!” 
so I rushed back to my room and tore it open… 
We went to visit my Nan, that takes about 2 hours 20 minutes to get there and 
they’re so kind. The dinner was amazing…it was really fun! 

By Rees 
First I woke up at 4.15 am. I took my stocking into Mum’s room and before you 
could say “Amy, go back to bed!” I’d already started opening my presents… 
I opened the door, turned on the light and ran into the lounge. There it was, just 
standing against the wall, wrapped up in penguin wrapping paper. It was, a 
new …BIKE WITH MY NAME ON! I literally screamed the house down!  
For Christmas dinner I had – turkey, pigs in blankets, (I ate all of them). For 
pudding I had trifle, cake and sponge pudding with custard. Also at the table, 
Nannie and Grandad pulled crackers. Inside them were pictures of Auntie H’s 
scan of a baby inside her…. 

By Amy-Rose 
 
We are looking forward to an exciting term ahead and would like to wish 
everyone a very happy 2014! 
 

Nickie Moore 
Acting Head Teacher 

 

 
 

 

 
Micro-chipping of dogs 

 

The Dogs Trust is able to offer free micro-chipping for dogs. It will become a 
legal requirement for all dogs to be chipped by 6/04/16. 
If you would like to have your dog chipped please contact me: if there is 
enough interest I shall contact the Trust to arrange a date. 

 mbairstow43@gmail.com    Tel: 01462851959 
 

  

mailto:mbairstow43@gmail.com
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SHEFFORD LEISURE GROUP 
 
By Enid Pamment 

 
Firstly, on behalf of Shefford Leisure Group, we would like to thank all those 
too numerous to mention individually who sent Christmas and New Year good 
wishes.  We would also like to thank everyone for their continued support and 
to wish everyone good health and safe travelling in 2014.  Grateful thanks to 
you all. 
Once again the days are starting to draw out, but we still have to report a few 
trips which took place at the end of November and December 2013.  At the end 
of November we made our annual visit to Thursford to see the famous 
Christmas Spectacular; en route we called in to the Eleveden Estate for 
morning coffee.  The show was most spectacular, with lots of Christmas 
numbers, a comedian and a juggler.  After the show we stopped at Mother 
Hubbards in Swaffham for a ‘fish and chip’ supper before returning to Shefford.  
In December we made our way for a 5-day Turkey and Tinsel trip to the ‘Sands 
Hotel’ in Bournemouth.  This was a great success and the hotel really looked 
after our every need.  The weather was most kind and everybody was able to 
do their ‘own thing’ during the day time, with varied entertainment in the 
evening.   
A few of us went to the ‘John Rutter Christmas Special’ at the Royal Albert Hall, 
which as usual was a rousing performance to get one in the mood for 
Christmas.  We then ended December with another Christmas Celebration 
presented by ‘Pasque Harmony’ at The Priory Church, Dunstable in aid of Keech 
Hospice Care.  One or two of the choir members are local to us.  In future this 
choir will be known as CARITAS HARMONY and they will be performing for 
other charities in the future. In 2014 their charity will be MacMillan Nurses. 
Please do support them as they do a sterling job raising funds for charities. 
 

Forthcoming Events 2014 (kindly telephone for more details) 

Hampstead & Kenwood House Wed 19th February  

Ripley's "Believe it or not" attractions, including 2 
course lunch 

Wed 12th March 

Get-Together, Memorial Hall, Shefford Sat 22nd March  

Man-Made Wonders at the Heart of Essex Wed 9th April  
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The London Olympic Legacy Tour Sat 31st May  

Highgrove House garden Tour Date TBA 
Bedford River Cruise, with lunch Tue 29th July 

The Lord mayor's Show Sat 8th November 

Thursford Christmas Spectacular Date TBA 

 
Holidays: 2014 (kindly telephone for more details) 

Jersey – flying from Stanstead and staying at the 
Metropole Hotel on half-board basis, near to beach 
and town centre. 

Sunday 20th –  
Sunday 27th April  

 
London Shows currently available (arranged by Stevenage Group Travel) are:  
Matinees - Leaving Shefford at 11am - price includes coach: 
Dirty Dancing - Piccadilly Theatre - Stalls Sunday 9th February 

Phantom of The Opera- Her Majesty's Theatre-Stalls Thursday 27th February 

Jersey Boys – Prince Edward Theatre - Stalls Tuesday 4th March 

Mamma Mia – Novello Theatre – Stalls Thursday 13th March 

Lion King – Lyceum Theatre – Stalls Wednesday 30th April 

Tchaikovsky Gala + Fireworks – RAH – Arena Seats Saturday 10th May 

Les Miserables – Queens Theatre – Dress Circle Wednesday 14th May 

 
Evening Shows - Leaving Shefford at 4.15pm - price includes coach: 
The Bodyguard – Adelphi Theatre – Dress Circle 
(Includes 2-course meal at Strand Palace Hotel) 

Wednesday 26th February 
(leaves Shefford 2.45 pm) 

War Horse – New London Theatre – Stalls Monday 10th March 

The Mountbatten Festival of Music with her Majesty's 
Royal Marines – RAH – Circle or mid Choir seats 

Wednesday 12th March 

Miss Saigon – Prince Edward Theatre – Dress Circle Monday 30th June 
 

For all holidays, which include hotel accommodation, Shefford Leisure Group acts as 
an agent for the Tour Operator; their terms and conditions apply. 
Shefford Leisure Group is open to all in the local community who feel they would like 
to join us on our ventures and see places they would not see under their own steam.  
We are always happy to meet new friends. 
 
Raffles are held and all the proceeds are for Keech Hospice Care for Children.  For 
further information regarding dates, prices, and availability, or to receive our monthly 
newsletter, please contact Enid on 01462 851397 or e-mail Enidpamment@aol.com.                          
Enid Pamment – Shefford Leisure Group  

mailto:Enidpamment@aol.com
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FINANCIAL NEWS UPDATE                      with John Ingarfill 

RETIREMENT APATHY WILL COST YOU DEARLY 
There is much to be said for living for the moment and, for people coping with the 

economic downturn, getting through the week is understandably the major 

consideration. Yet many people risk a life of poverty in retirement because they are 

significantly underfunding their retirement savings. 

We are all expected to live longer and there is a good chance that many of us will live 

almost a third of our lives in retirement so you would do well not to underestimate 

the size of the retirement fund you will need to live comfortably.  A pension fund 

today of £200,000 may sound a decent sum, but after taking 25% as a Pension 

Commencement Lump Sum (PCLS), the remainder will buy you an annual income of a 

little more than £6,400*, which is why you need to get to grips with your retirement 

plans long before you pick up your gold watch.  

The difference between starting to contribute towards a pension at 35 and starting at 

45 is staggering. It can be even worse for women - they live longer than men on 

average and many will take career breaks to have children, leaving gaps in their 

contributions.  A 35 year-old male who wants to retire on £30,000** a year when he 

gets to 65, will have to put aside £1,015 a month for the next 30 years. If he waits 

until he is 40, he would have to save £1,395 a month. The monthly sum will rise to 

more than £1,987 a month, if the same man delayed saving until he was 45, so it is 

important to start your retirement planning early. The longer you leave it, the harder 

it is to catch up on missed time. 

People should seriously consider joining their company scheme, particularly if the 

employer is contributing to the fund as well, or if it is based on final salary. 

Remember that an employer contribution to a pension is effectively deferred salary, 

so failure to join a company scheme is akin to taking a pay cut.  

However, if your employer offers a pension scheme this alone may not be sufficient 

for your needs.  Increasing your retirement provision through a private pension, is a 

highly tax-efficient way of boosting retirement provision and it is worth seeking 

advice on maximising this opportunity to meet your personal goals. Even if your 

employer doesn’t make contributions, having a fixed sum transferred from your 

salary each month is a relatively pain-free way to start the savings habit. 

Retirement planning is not just about investing into a pension – for instance, 

Individual Savings Accounts (ISAs) can come into the mix. Indeed, younger workers 

who expect to be higher-rate taxpayers later in their career could consider saving via  
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an ISA first and then moving those savings into a pension when they become higher-

rate taxpayers to benefit from the higher tax relief.  

It should be noted that the levels and bases of taxation and reliefs from taxation can 

change at any time as they are subject to changes in legislation. The value of any tax 

reliefs depends on individual circumstances. 

As you get older and move into your forties and fifties, you need to work out whether 

the plans you had in place are on track. Firstly, establish what your likely state 

pension entitlement would be. You should also contact the pension trustees of your 

current and previous employers, who will be able to provide pension forecasts, as will 

the companies managing any private pension plans.  

Given the volatility of stock markets there is a chance that what you are currently on 

target to receive is less than you’d ideally like, or perhaps even need. It makes sense 

to seek advice about how you can bridge this gap. You might need to consider 

whether options such as retiring later or working part-time beyond your retirement 

date may be a more realistic way of meeting your retirement goals. 

As you get even closer to your chosen retirement age, you may need to consider 

reducing the risk of your investments to protect the fund you have built up over the 

years. Many experts suggest that this risk reduction should start at least five years 

before you wave goodbye to the working world for good. 

Retirement planning may not be the hot topic of conversation at dinner parties and 

social gatherings but that does not mean it should be ignored. Planning ahead and 

getting your strategies in place early will mean that your dreams of a happy 

retirement have a greater chance of coming to fruition. Failure to act will mean that 

they are nothing but pipe dreams. 

_________________________________ 

*Source, Money Advice Service website 23 December 2013. This figure assumes that a 

pension commencement lump sum of 25% is taken and the resulting annuity is on a 

single life basis, with no guarantees, payable monthly in advance and increases each 

year in line with 3%. The figures shown are only examples and are not guaranteed.   

**These figures assume an investment growth of 7% pa.  The calculation assumes 

that no tax free cash is taken at retirement and that the resulting annuity is on a 

single life basis, with no guarantees, payable monthly in advance and increases each 

year in line with 3%. The figures shown are only examples and are not guaranteed - 

they are not minimum or maximum amounts. What you will get back depends on how 

your investment grows and on the tax treatment of the investment.  You could get 

back more or less than this. 

Jon Ingarfill     Tel: 067870 564115 email: jon.ingarfill@sjpp.co.uk  
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POLEHANGER: A FARMING DIARY 
 
Episode 49 

  

 
We got there in the end. On 9th December we finally drilled the last 130 acres, 
about 1/3rd, of our wheat area. After such a wet autumn since mid-October, we 
had a dry spell which gave us hope that we could finish the drilling. But, 
frustratingly, the days were so dull that the soil just didn’t dry out below the 
top inch, which is not enough to carry the machinery without compacting the 
soil. When Mark did eventually try in the first week of December, the soil 
picked up on the press wheels of the drill (those wheels are normally an asset 
in firming the soil around the seed). By borrowing a different machine he was 
able to overcome the problem: and we all gave a big sigh of relief. In my 
memory this is the latest that we have ever drilled a winter crop.  
Weather Reports and Retorts 
I keep reading about weather events around the globe that speak of extremes 
or records being broken. There are too many to mention here but google 
http://local.msn.com/early-snow-kills-thousands-of-cattle-in-sd-1 for example. 
I recognize that our news gathering and instant access to it is better than it has 
ever been, but nonetheless I continue to be convinced that something is 
happening to affect global weather patterns towards more intense and 
extreme events. Individually these could be explained away by sceptics of 
‘man-made climate change’, but in aggregate I am not sure that they can. The 
overwhelming majority of scientists are speaking of significant climate change 
occurring, with the influence of man implicated. So, what to do as a concerned 
individual? 
EU CAP  
Whatever your view on the agricultural aspect of the Common Agricultural 
Policy, (or any other aspect of the European Union for that matter), the Single 
Payments we receive get caught up in the bureaucracy and politics of 
formulation and implementation. This year our government was finally able to 
rollout the payments at the intended time, helping the cash flows of those 
particularly hard hit by the severity of the heavy snow in March and the late 
Spring. This is in stark contrast to the dreadful muddle that was made in the 
first two years of rollout. 
However, I think I have mentioned before that the payment we receive has a 
deduction of 19% for ‘modulation’. This money is diverted towards 
environmental and ‘countryside’ projects. This year there is a further deduction   

http://local.msn.com/early-snow-kills-thousands-of-cattle-in-sd-1
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applied of 2.453658% (who works these figures out?): ‘for financial discipline’. 
This is a euphemism for the fact that the EU budget is a mess and it needs to 
claw back some money. Maybe to cover the overrun on the grandiose building 
schemes it has started!  
Philosophically I am not particularly keen on subsidy but recognize the strategic 
argument for it in specific situations. However, many (most?) individual farming 
budgets have become reliant on these payments in order to survive the 
vagaries of weather and fluctuating market prices. What irks me is the cavalier 
way that the EU dispenses its largesse within its own internal workings. 
(Grumpy old man? Me?)   
From the News 
The Law of Unintended Consequences 
On 1st December the EU suspended the use of 3 neonicotinoid ‘crop protection’ 
pesticides on crops considered attractive to pollinators, such as oilseed rape, 
maize and sunflowers, because of the suspicion that they were a major part of 
the cause in the decline in the bee population. 
Accordingly, because there don’t appear to be any suitable new products to 
replace this group of pesticides, it seems that farmers, for the time being at 
least, may have to resort to older products that could have an even worse 
effect on a wider range of insects and bees.  
Typhoon Haiyan; Philippines 
1 million farmers were affected according to the UN. That puts my grumpiness 
in to perspective. (Come on Chris, count your blessings!) 
Food Waste 
Plans are afoot to build a £30 million anaerobic digester plant in Dagenham to 
take up to 160,000 tonnes of food waste: I’m not sure whether that is at one 
sitting! Whilst this may be good thing in isolation I do find myself wondering 
why we waste so much food in the first place.  
Cheese Nose 
Wyke farms’ master cheese grader, Nigel Pooley, has just celebrated 50 years 
in the industry. His expert nose has graded 1.4 million tonnes of Cheddar for 
Wyke and is so valuable to the company that it is insured for £5 million! 
Michael Foster’s Diary, February 1964 (Italics = my comment) 
1st :  23 cows milking at Fowlers Farm (where the houses in Fowlers Drive are 
now); 47 at Polehanger (we ended up with 150 in 1990) 
15th : sowing 2.5 lbs. brussell seed on 1 sq. chain (about.0.1 acre) Rye Field 
Allotments. (Plants would be transplanted to field in May.) 
 

Chris Foster: 30th December 2013  
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LIFE ON THE WILD SIDE 

By JEREMY HOLDEN 

Whatever happened to Christmas?  
 

I am not a great fan of Christmas. Once the myth of Santa was exploded, the 
magic remained only in the fact that it was a holiday and meant time away 
from school. Mid-winter in England wasn’t the best time for wildlife: no 
amphibians, bird’s nests, or wild flowers (excepting the rare dazed heads of 
hogweed that inexplicably spring up over winter, as if waking early and 
confused from a troubled sleep). True, there were winter migrants like 
fieldfares and redwings, plucking the darkening hawthorn berries from the 
leafless bushes. And occasionally, if the weather got cold enough, bramblings, 
the chaffinch’s boreal cousin, might appear in the garden. Sometimes 
Christmas day would bring clear blue skies and sunshine. I remember once 
seeing a small tortoiseshell butterfly on Christmas day, sadly duped by the 
unseasonal weather into abandoning its hibernation.  
 
As I got older Christmas’ pagan themes became more important – the turning 
of the year and the sun’s gradual ascent. What a blessed relief this must have 
been for our earliest ancestors – a gift indeed. 
 
In the tropics this sense of a renewed year doesn’t occur, and that pagan magic 
is impossible to intuit. For this reason I scarcely notice the arrival of Christmas. 
It is often a friendless time when colleagues return home or vanish into the 
business of families. The day can often pass me by unawares, as it did last year. 
The year before I spent part of Christmas day in a Chinese malaria clinic getting 
diagnosed with vivax. 
 
This year, for a change, I thought I would make something of Christmas. While 
everyone else was relaxing and treating themselves I decided to climb 
Indonesia’s highest volcano. The fact that I had elected to inflict physical 
suffering upon myself at this time gave me an added sense of virtue.  
 
I set off from my guesthouse at midnight to climb up through the forest in the 
dark and, if I could keep the pace, arrive at the tree line for daybreak. I hoped it 
wouldn’t rain. It didn’t, and I arrived at the forest’s end just as the sun was 
breaking over the mountains. The views were clear across the valley to the 
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Mystic Lake, the highest volcanic crater-lake in Southeast Asia. I took 
photographs until the sun caused the clouds to boil up and obscure the view. I 
didn’t need to make the final climb to the summit, but I did it anyway, getting 
sunburned and half choked by the sulphur dioxide spewing from the crater. I 
became, for a few hours, the highest person in Indonesia. 
 
Doing the climb in one day was over taxing, and I could only manage a kind of 
limping, creeping progress by the time I came out of the forest at 7.30 that 
evening. Instead of getting new socks I had worn a pair out, and got a blister 
the size of a florin. But it was worth it. My Christmas present was the clear skies 
and the photographs I took, as well as the virtuous sense that after 36 hours 
without sleep and 24 without food, I was perhaps one of the few Englishmen to 
have lost weight on Christmas day.  
 
Jeremy's Christmas Souvenir 
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THE LUCY PAGES 
By Lucy Standbridge 

Aged 12  
              
 

Ring in the New Year 
 

Happy New Year! On New Year’s Eve I was walking with my family back from 
the village hall’s disco, and I heard the church bells ringing in the New Year; it 
really was a beautiful sound. A few days later, I went up to the church when the 
bell ringers were practising to find out more about bell-ringing. 
 
I met John Parsons who is the Tower Captain at St Mary’s, in charge of the bells 
and their ringers. In our church there are six bells which each make a different 
sound. The bells are numbered from one to six, the lightest being one and the 
heaviest being six. The lightest one is called the treble bell and the heaviest is 
the tenor. The heaviest bell we have is 550kg.  
 
When they go to play, the ringers have to begin by turning the bells round. The 
bells start with the open part facing down but to make a sound, they have to be 
turned upside down so when the rope is pulled, the bell spins round and 
chimes. Each rope is attached to a wheel, and when the rope is pulled, the 
wheel spins round and makes the bell sound. 
 
There are hundreds or even thousands of different methods that they could 
play, but it depends who is ringing and what the ringers have learnt that 
decides what they are going to play. One of the most common methods the 
bell-ringers play is called ‘Rounds’. This is where the treble bell’s rope is pulled 
first, then the second bell and so on until the sixth bell and then they start the 
round again. John said that he could ring for 2-3 hours before his hands would 
hurt, but it depends on your experience, practice and knowing what you are 
playing. He let me have a go on a bell, but I couldn’t make a sound as I was not 
strong enough!  
 
Around 7 or 8 people go along to play each time and they could do with some 
more people to come and learn. It is the first time in 10 years that they have 
had children learning to play at our church. There is a shortage of bell-ringers in   
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the UK.  Anyone can go along and try it, as long as you are big and strong 
enough. It doesn’t require too much strength, once you get the hang of it 
though. Our ringers practice at St Mary’s every other Friday evening, and the 
other week they go to St Peter’s church in Arlesey.  If you are interested in bell-
ringing or would like to go to watch and find out more, then phone John on 
01462 813333. 
 
The bell ringers practicing: 

 

 
 
And I also had a go: 
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CALENDAR OF MEPPERSHALL EVENTS 

 

February 2014 
Sunday 9th    
Second Sunday Stroll 10.30 am St Mary's Church 

Monday 10th   

Parish Council Meeting 7.45 pm Village Hall 

Saturday 15th   
Crissie Rhodes 8.00 pm Meppershall Social Club 

Thursday 20th    

Pop up Café 1.30 – 3.00 Village Hall 

   
   

   
 

March 2014 
Monday 10th    

Parish Council Meeting 7.45 pm Village Hall 

Thursday 20th   
Pop up Café 1.30 – 3.00 Village Hall 

Saturday 22nd    

Churchyard working party 9.00 am St Mary's Church 
   

 
 
 

ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI 
CATHOLIC CHURCH 

HIGH STREET SHEFFORD 
SATURDAY MASS  6pm RAF HENLOW 
SUNDAY MASSES  9am & 5.15pm AT SHEFFORD 
For weekday services and confessions please see notices in the 
church or telephone: 
Parish Priest Canon Noonan on 813436 or  
Parish Secretary Rose Boulton on 811547 or email 
rosedene@talktalk.net 

mailto:rosedene@talktalk.net
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Henlow Church of England Academy 
 

 

Happy New Year from everyone at Henlow C.E Academy! 
 
The last few weeks of the Autumn term were very busy with our Anti-Bullying Week, 
House Sports, Kenyan Super Learning Day, A sleep out, Christmas Concert and 
other end of term activities. 
 
Kenyan Super Learning Day 
A spectacular Super Learning Day was held on the 4th December. The children learnt 
lots more about life in Kenya and Mrs Albert and Mr Lee shared their experiences of 
their visit to Kenya during the October half-term. So far pupils have raised a massive 
£500 which will be sent to Utange Baptist Primary School which will allow them to 
purchase ten refurbished computers. Thank you! 
 
Sleep Out 
Twenty-five pupils and eight staff raised awareness of the plight of the homeless with 
a sponsored Sleep Out. Pupils from Year 8 built their own cardboard city, bedded 
down in sleeping bags outside and spent a cold night under the stars. Money raised 
went to LAMP, a charity sponsored by the Diocese of St. Albans, who work with 
homeless and disadvantaged young people in the Luton area. 
 
House Sports Programme 
House Sports saw children from each of the five Houses, in each year group, 
competing against each other in, rugby and netball competitions. The results all 
contribute points for each House, along with the term’s merit totals, towards the 
overall House Trophy. 
 
The House Sports –  
 

Overall Position 
after Autumn 
collection 

The House Merit winners 
were: 
 

The overall House Positions 
after the Autumn events: 
 

1st  Gribble 
 

Year 5 Addington 
 

1st Gribble 
 

2nd  Tilley 
 

Year 6 Lennox-Boyd 
 

2nd Raynsford 
 

3rd Raynsford 
 

Year 7 Gribble  
 

3rd Lennox-Boyd 
 

4th Lennox-Boyd 
 

Year 8 Raynsford 
 

4th Tilley 
 

5th  Addington 
 

The overall Autumn Term 
Merit Winners were Gribble 
 

 5th Addington 

  



30 

 

 

 

 

  
 
 

 
 
Christmas Concert 
The Christmas Concert was a festival of musical activities and drama, featuring a 
number of children from across the School and most of the Year 5 pupils. The two 
evenings involved choirs, instrumentalists and audience participation in singing 
communal carols; followed by the Key Stage 2 drama production of “A Pudding for a 
Chimney Sweep”  
 
This Spring term we have lots of activities planned in addition to the normal daily 
teaching and learning. 
 
Key events/dates: 

 Young Voices Concert at the O2 Arena:  Monday 27th January 

 Our two week book event starts from 27th February. Travelling Books will once 

again be supplying us with cases of new books to purchase. Book Character 

Day will be held on Friday 7th March and Year 5s will be visiting the Roald 

Dahl Museum. 

 Bags 2 School collection:  Wednesday 6th March 

 Key Stage 3 Drama Production: Tues/Weds 1st and 2nd April 

 Annual Talent Show:  Friday 4th April 

 
If you would like more information on any of the above please contact the School 
Office on 01462 813733 email:henlowacademy@schools.bedfordshire.gov.uk 
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PUZZLE PAGE 

Su Doku 113 

 
 

 

Su Doku 114 

 

(Solutions on page 33 – with thanks to Paul Smith)  

8 1 4 5

2 3

3 6 2

5 7

3 5 4

7

8 6

2 9

4 8 5 7

3

8 1 7

4 2 3 5

8 5

6 9 4 8 1

3 7 4

7 1 2

9 6 4 7
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MEPPERSHALL SOCIAL CLUB 
 

2nd Sundays : Quiz Night 
Quiz Master Paul Carne at 7:30 pm 

£1 per person. No Maximum Team size 

Half money taken will be 1st prize, the rest will go to charity – see below 

 
Meppershall Social Club is resuming its Annual Snooker Tournament,  

check your closets and get your cue's out and dust them off. 
Please contact Luke Harris on 07527 594145 by 1st March to enter 

your name into the Draw. 
Open to 18+ years of age with a £3.00 entry fee. 

Alternatively if snooker isn't your game how about an Annual Darts 
Tournament? Luke would gladly arrange this for you if you contact 

him on the above number. 
Starting 19th January:         Meat & Fish raffle 

Draw every Friday at 9.00 pm, after Bingo  

Saturday 15th February 
8.00 pm 'til late 

X FACTOR'S CRISSIE RHODES 
£3.00 members, Non-members £5.00 

Includes Ploughman's Supper 
Tickets on sale now from: 
Social Club 01462 817359 

Sharon Dennis 01462 816929/Louise Savory 07879 308369 
See You There! 

 
The new Committee and Club members have decided that the 

charities for this year will be: 
Bedford Critical Care & Macmillan Uro-oncology Specialist Nurses 

Proceeds from the bottle on the bar and selected charity events will 
be split 50/50 between the above charities. 

Meppershall Social Club now has an email address of:- 
meppershallsocialclub@outlook.com for any queries or enquiries. 

  

mailto:meppershallsocialclub@outlook.com
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Solution to Su Doku 113 
 

 
 
 
Solution to Su Doku 114 

 

 
 

  

8 9 7 1 4 3 5 2 6

5 1 2 7 8 6 9 4 3

3 6 4 5 9 2 1 8 7

2 5 6 4 7 8 3 1 9

7 8 9 3 1 5 2 6 4

4 3 1 6 2 9 8 7 5

9 2 3 8 6 7 4 5 1

1 7 5 2 3 4 6 9 8

6 4 8 9 5 1 7 3 2

5 9 7 4 8 2 1 3 6

3 8 6 1 5 7 2 9 4

1 4 2 6 3 9 8 7 5

4 3 8 5 9 1 7 6 2

6 7 9 2 4 8 5 1 3

2 1 5 3 7 6 9 4 8

8 5 4 7 1 3 6 2 9

9 6 1 8 2 4 3 5 7

7 2 3 9 6 5 4 8 1
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The Trading Standards team would like to warn 
residents of a potential telephone scam involving 
‘frozen pensions’. 
 
We have received a report from a concerned resident 
who recently received a telephone call whereby the 
caller claimed to be from the ‘Pension Helpline’.  The 
caller claimed that the resident had a ‘frozen pension’, 

which they could assist with in releasing to the resident. Fortunately, the 
resident knew they did not have a frozen pension and ended the call.  
However, based on the information we have received, this telephone call has 
all the hallmarks of a scam, and we would advise anyone to act with extreme 
caution when receiving such a call. 
 
Our advice to residents is never to provide your personal or bank account 
details to anybody over the telephone unless you are absolutely certain of their 
intentions. Never be intimidated into making a quick decision if, for example, 
the offer is said to be available for a limited period only. Finally, if you are ever 
unsure as to whether the call is genuine, do not be afraid to end the call by 
hanging up. 
 
The Trading Standards team would also like to warn residents of a potential 
telephone scam whereby the caller claims that you were previously involved in 
a ‘road traffic accident’. We have had a report from a concerned resident who 
has recently received a number of such calls.  On each occasion the caller 
claimed that the resident or a family member had recently been involved in an 
accident, and as a result the caller was requesting further information. 
Fortunately, the resident knew that no such accident had taken place and when 
they asked the caller further questions, the call was ended immediately. 
 
Based on the information provided, this telephone call has all the hallmarks of 
a scam and we would advise anyone to act with caution when receiving such a 
call. Our advice to residents is to never provide your personal, bank account or 
vehicle details to anybody over the telephone unless you are absolutely certain 
of their intentions. If you are ever unsure as to whether the call is genuine, do 
not be afraid to end the call by hanging up. 
 
If you would like to report a likely scam, please call Citizen’s Advice Consumer 
Service on 08454 040506.  
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MEPPERSHALL FESTIVAL 2014 
 

SAVE THE DATE 
This year, the festival will be held on 

SATURDAY 17
TH

  MAY 

 

AFTERNOON ENTERTAINMENT 
We are making changes to our afternoon programme. 
Further information to follow in the March edition of the 
Messenger. 

Would you be interested in joining the Festival Committee to 
organise a dance event? 

Please contact: Carolyn Holmes, 07868 530221 
   carolynholmes@btinternet.com 

WHAT ABOUT THE ARTS AND CRAFTS EXHIBITION? 

Feedback indicated that most of our exhibitors also displayed their treasures at 
the Summer Fair.  So, this year, we are joining forces and you are invited to 
exhibit in the Summer Fair Lifestyle Marquee. 

EVENING CONCERT 
 

Are you interested in showcasing your musical talents? 
Everyone is welcome: singers and instrumentalists; 
beginners and experts; performing classical, jazz, rock 
and more… 

Please contact:  Colette House, 07831 111062 
      colettehouse@gmail.com 

 

  

mailto:colettehouse@gmail.com
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Emergency food parcels for local people 

Most of us are feeling the pinch financially but for some 

Central Bedfordshire residents, they’re now at the point 

where they can’t afford to buy food – and this is where the 

Bedfordshire Food Aid Network (BFAN) can help.  

 

BFAN works with many of the local organisations that provide food parcels to 

get food more quickly to more local people who need it.  The Network collects 

donated food ‘en masse’ and has storage facilities across the county for local 

food parcel providers to use as ‘larders’. The Network was the idea of Preen, 

the Bedfordshire based furniture reuse Community Interest Company that 

supports it, and also works with Central Bedfordshire Council. All food collected 

is used in Central Bedfordshire. 

If you know someone who needs a food parcel 

Please contact Local Welfare Provision at Central Bedfordshire Council (t. 0300 

300 8070), JobCentre+ or BFAN direct (foodaid@preencic.org or t. 0844 99 343 

99). We will arrange an emergency food parcel and contact the recipient to let 

them know when the food is on its way. 

To donate food to the Network 

Drop off at a Preen Reuse Centre or a local BFAN Collection Point (see our page 

on facebook) for current locations, or contact BFAN to pick up large quantities.  

To collect food for the Network 

Please contact the Network Co-ordinator, Caroline, (foodaid@preencic.org or 

tel. 0844 99 343 99) and we’ll help you with advice and publicity. 

Thank You! 
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FILM REVIEW                                                     By Carlie Newman 

An exciting film which takes its audience right into outer space - with Sandra 

Bullock and the lovely George Clooney, now somewhat older, - don't miss 

GRAVITY (cert. 12A 1 hr. 31 mins) and do please see it on a large screen in 3D.  

 

Sandra Bullock drifts weightlessly out of her space suit in GRAVITY  

 

Dr Ryan Stone (Bullock), a scientist, is on her first space mission alongside 

veteran astronaut, Matt Kowaslki (Clooney) and other astronauts. They run into 

trouble and the other crew members are killed, leaving the two of them to 

float untethered and low on oxygen and no longer able speak to Earth as they 

have lost radio control.  

Very little dialogue accompanies the marvellous visuals created by director 

Alfonso Cuaron.  

 The special effects make one feel as though we, the audience, are floating 

around space and can hear the total silence of the atmosphere (or should that 

be above the atmosphere?). 

But it is the imagery rather than the somewhat pedestrian dialogue and 

simplified story that grab one's attention. This is a landmark achievement by 

director Cuaron .   
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It’s no good; I can’t start the Players bit without mentioning the Meppershall 
Summer Fair.  It was Amazing - so much to see and do for all ages.  I personally 
want to say a big Thank You to all those involved in the organisation and It’s no  

 

Happy New Year. Let me start by saying a big Thank You to everyone who 
helped make Panto 2013 such a great show.  That includes all of you who came 
to see ‘Sleeping Beauty’, because without you coming to watch us, dressing up 
in costumes and running around the stage, wouldn’t be half as much fun.  
I can’t tell you what Pantomime we’re doing this year but I can tell you the 
dates, Fri 28th & Sat 29th Nov and Fri 5th & Sat 6th Dec. Our first matinee on Sat 
29th Nov will be our charity performance, so if you want your 
association/charity to be considered, send a letter to The Meppershall Players, 
c/o Karen Mitchell, 11 Crackle Hill Road, Meppershall, Beds, SG17 5 LR. 
 
We will be performing a play in early spring: "Kindly Leave the Stage", by John 
Chapman is a comedy in two acts.  This play contains adult themes and some 
swear words, and is not deemed suitable for young children. Performance 
dates are Friday 28th & Saturday 29th March, tickets £9, Concessions £8 
Tickets will be on sale at Roger’s Bakery from February 8th  
 
For those of you who enjoy singing, Karen’s Karaoke is at Meppershall Social 
Club once a month throughout the year on the following Dates:  
Sat 1st Feb, Sat 1st March, Sat 5th April, Sat 3rd May, Sat 7th June, Sat 12th July, Sat 
2nd Aug, Sat 13th Sep, Sat 4th Oct, Sat 1st Nov.   
So come along and enjoy a sing song in a friendly atmosphere 
 
Meppershall Players do have their own page on Facebook, which will be 
updated the first Monday of every month.   
 
The players meet every Wednesday evening at 7.30pm at the Village Hall. 
Membership is free and we welcome anyone from the age of 9 years to 90+. To 
indulge in acting, singing, directing, choreographing, sound, lighting, set 
building, scenery painting, front of house, backstage, stage managing, make up, 
costumes, etc.  
If you are interested in any of the above we look forward to meeting you                
Karen Mitchell (Players Chairman) 
01462 816336 
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Activities: 
On behalf of all our members, many thanks to Maureen for hosting our 
Christmas social back in December. We had a lovely afternoon with wonderful 
food provided by everyone.  
As you will have noticed from the last edition of The Messenger Viv Harvey has 
decided to take a break from her regular article ‘The Gardener’s Diary’. I would 
like to thank Viv for all her hard work producing this each month,  I’m sure that 
many of us have used it as a reminder of what to do next in our gardens.  Enjoy 
the rest Viv, you deserve it! 
Our members have decided that for 2014 we will have a different focus to our 
monthly Messenger input, and I would like to thank Marcia Bairstow for 
agreeing to help with the production of this.  
Marcia has written the superb piece below on my favourite flower of the 
season – the Snowdrop, and yes Marcia, I am keeping a keen watch on my 
garden looking for these little wonders to appear. 

Kim Tyler 

SNOWDROPS 
Between the bursts of rain I have been out hunting 
for that first elusive snowdrop in my garden. As I 
write this, so far I do not see any sign but I know 
that somewhere they are there just waiting.......  
Once they appear I feel ready for the new year 
ahead, optimistic about a new gardening season 
with all it may bring! 
 

This year we will suggest various gardens that you may like to visit, enjoy and 
maybe come away with ideas for your own garden. Some gardens we have 
visited ourselves and recommend, others just sound interesting. We shall 
endeavour to suggest a selection offering different types of garden layouts with 
different styles of planting, all with a seasonal focus.  Hence the search for that 
snowdrop! 
 
This month there are many gardens open for you to visit and enjoy some 
wonderful snowdrop displays and we have included a little information about 
those we feel are worth a visit. 
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King’s Arms Gardens, Ampthill, Beds 
Woodland garden set in 1 ½ acres developed by late plants man William 
Nourish. Easy walking along winding paths .There are many varieties of 
snowdrops to see in late Jan/Feb. onwards.  
Open: Every last Sunday in the month. 
 Admission: £2. Park in town centre (Waitrose) 5 min walk down King’s Arms 
Path. 
Walkern Hall, Stevenage SG2 7JA 
Was once a medieval hunting park in 8 acres, now a winter woodland garden 
with aconites and snowdrops to see in Jan/Feb. 
Open: Sat.22nd and Sun 23rd Feb. 12 noon - 4.30pm. 
 Refreshments: Homemade soups/teas. Admission: £3-50 
 
Benington  Lordship Gardens.  Benington,  near Stevenage 
The garden surrounds what was once a Norman Castle. There are some200 
varieties of snowdrops which carpet the banks of the ‘moat.’ Hard paths for 
easy walking.   
Open: Daily, Sat. 8th Feb – Sun.2nd March 12noon - 4pm. Guided walks at 2pm 
£1.       ( Mon/Wed)   Refreshments: Soup, teas and cakes. Admission: £5 
 

Moggerhanger Park, MK44 3RW 
Georgian House set in 33 acres of parkland and woodland, landscaped by 
Humphrey Repton. Winding woodland walk surrounded by snowdrops leads to 
Woodland Cafe serving teas/snacks and homemade cakes. 
Open: Daily 10am – 5pm Admission: Free  
 
Chippenham   Park  near Ely Cambs. CB7 5PT (1hr 8 minutes driving time) 
Anglo-Dutch designed house and garden landscaped 
with canals, park and formal gardens. Anne Crawley 
moved here in 1985 and restored the gardens. This 
garden has a wonderful   display of snowdrops and 
aconites, stated as possibly the best in East Anglia. 
Open:  Every Sat/Sun in February. 11am – 4pm.   
Admission:  Adults £5 
Tearooms serving: Soups/hot dogs/mulled wine and 
other refreshments. 
Some distance to travel but it looks fantastic!  
Enjoy your snowdrop walks........may the sun shine! 

Marcia Bairstow  
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Lewis's Further Adventures in Wales 
 
A Lucky Strike 
1958, a bad year for gales! Stationed at Ty-Croes on Anglesey, we were living 
in semi-detached married quarters, ours being the closest to the sea: Ty-Croes 
lies on the West Coast of Anglesey and enjoys a remarkable cross section of 
weather patterns, from balmy sun kissed days to rip roaring hurricanes. I was 
now an Artificer Quartermaster Sergeant, responsible for a number of radar 
systems deployed to provide safety cover within the firing range which 
stretched for many square miles over the Irish Sea. 
 
This particular evening a full westerly gale was blowing, with wind speeds up 
to seventy-five knots. My little family was tucked up and fast asleep, 
however our tranquillity was soon disturbed by a heavy pounding on the 
front door. Grumbling to myself, I opened the 
door to find the Guard Commander in a high state 
of agitation; he had just received a telephone call 
from the duty watch at South Stack Lighthouse to 
say that our radar station located some six 
hundred feet above the lighthouse had been 
struck by lightning! It was manned twenty-four 
hours a day by a soldier of the Royal Artillery. I 
requested that my 2i/c, who was sleeping in the 
Mess, be brought up to speed with the emergency and also to ensure that 
the duty vehicle was tanked up and the keys available.  I dressed in the foul 
weather clothing which was standard issue at TEGRA, bade farewell to the 
matriarch of the household and struck out into the storm. Ginger Edwards my 
number two, a rather taciturn Cornishman, already had the Austin Champ 
ticking over at the workshop gates when I got there. 
A quick briefing and off we trundled to South Stack some twenty miles to 
the north. 
 
The storm had not abated and there was a fair amount of debris on the 
carriageway. Leaving the major road, we had to take to a rough track skirting 
the headland: amazingly the sea-water was being forced up the cliff face and 
over the track, termed perilous!  We plunged through the sea water and on 
to the radar location. As we pulled up at the entrance the sight before us was 
unbelievable — the turf covering the mountainside had been ripped apart 
exposing the granite base and a channel blasted through the concrete base of 
the radar station to the base of the radar antenna. The waveguide running up 
through the centre of the equipment was severely burnt and distorted. All 
the dish and nutator head, together with the drive motors mounted above   

http://dalesman.wordpress.com/2008/11/07/anglesey-a-jewel-of-an-island/
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roof level, had disappeared.  We found the RA. duty gunner still fast asleep 
on his metal framed bed even though the noise of the strike must have been 
horrendous, (a tribute to the local brown ale which, by the empties 
scattered around, he had consumed in liberal quantities). We "gently" 
brought him back to the land of the living and told him he would be 
responsible for the damage, however he could pay it off at £10 a month: that 
livened him up pretty quickly! 
It was quite evident that the radar was a write-off, beyond economic repair. 
There was nothing we could do other than to ensure that the gunner was 
up to the task of guarding the smoking remains. 
 
Ginger and I carried out an appreciation of the actions to be taken to 
remedy the situation: 
1. The remains of the Radar Equipment needed to be stripped out straight away 

and the floor and roof repaired with concrete.  A task for the P.W.D. 
2. Return the remains to Ty-Croes and arrange for a replacement trailer-

mounted radar from those held on site, to be towed out to the South Stack 
location. The Meadows trailer mounted Generator Set (27.5 kva ), was O.K. 
and functioning which was a mercy: it gave us power on site. 

 
By the time we returned to Ty-Croes it was 6.30 in the morning, the cooks were 
on duty in the Mess so we availed ourselves of a hearty breakfast. Home for a 
quick wash and shave and then into a furious morning of activity; the 
Quartermaster's face when I informed him of the two days work required for 
sorting the documentation to obtain a replacement radar set and disposal of the 
remains, gave me great pleasure - he was a miserable blighter! 
 
It was to be the start of many long days sorting out the equipments and getting 
the systems functioning and secure. The charred remains were stripped out and 
returned to Ty-Croes, a party of Gunners levelled a site adjacent to the burnt out 
station and the trailer mounted replacement was manoeuvred into position. 
Cable connections were made to the Meadows and the radar run up for a series 
of tests to ensure correct operation. 
 
Unbelievably, it took over a month for the P.W.D. to complete repairs to the fabric 
of the building, and the decision was taken not to build the radar into the 
building, but to leave it trailer mounted. The missile launches continued without 
interruption so all was well. 
 
Thus ended the saga of the South Stack storm and lightning strike, just another 
few days in the life of a R.E.M.E. tiffy. 

W.O.II. A.Q.M.S. Lewis Birt.  
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Parents, Grandparents, & Childminders are all welcome. 

 
Hello all.  Well we have had a busy start to the term so far. We started off with 
our Construction week, then we turned our house into a tree house for Nature 
week, and a cottage for People week. We will be getting our Party Pack out just 
before half term so all the little ones can let off a bit more steam jumping on 
our bouncy castle and playing on the ride-ons. 
 
We would like everyone to feel they can input their views and ideas when they 
come along, and we are always happy to accept more offers of help to set up at 
1:15 if you can join us before we start.  We would also really appreciate a 
coffee/snack helper from 1:15 till 3:15 if anyone has this time available and 
feels they would enjoy helping out.  Please ring Debbie on 07713 627376 for 
further information.  
 
We are now planning some exciting things to do up until Easter, including more 
messy play, a Transport week, a Theatre week, and our Easter Party!  Please 
look for us on Facebook to see any updates and make new friend’s. 

 
Come and join the fun at Meppershall village hall, 

 every Tuesday in term time from 1:30 till 3pm.   

Under 1’s 50p * Under 3’s £1.00 * Under 5’s £1.50  
FIRST VISIT FREE - MAX ENTRY £2 (exc. parties) 

 

Craft, drink & healthy snack included each week  
 

 Look for Meppershall Tots on facebook, or email 
meppershalltots@hotmail.co.uk  

Please ring Debbie on 07713 627376 for more information
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Be Extra Vigilant When Using Bank Cards 

Bedfordshire Police is warning the public to be extra vigilant when using their 
bank cards after two elderly residents had their cards stolen from them when 
out shopping. 
The first incident happened on Friday (15th Nov) when the 85 year old victim 
was at the Sainsburys store in Bells Brook, Biggleswade.  The victim had noticed 
that someone was watching her pay for her shopping using her bank card. 
When she returned to her car a woman approached her and asked if she 
wanted help putting her shopping into the back of her car. The victim agreed 
and a short time later a man approached and told the girl it was time to leave. 
On returning home the victim realised that her bank card was missing, and 
when she contacted the bank she was told it had been used several times. 
The second incident happened on Wednesday (20th Nov) when an 82 year old 
victim was approached by a woman as she was putting her shopping into the 
back of her car in West Street, Leighton Buzzard. The woman, who is described 
as having an Eastern European appearance and spoke with an accent, asked 
the victim for change. The victim removed her purse from her bag to illustrate 
that she didn’t have any change and the woman left.  However, shortly after 
the victim realised her bank card and credit card had been taken. 
Gary Maxey, investigating, is keen to remind members of the public to take 
extra care when they are out shopping and to ensure they protect their pin 
numbers and payment cards. 
He said: “I would warn anyone who is out shopping, especially over the busy 
festive period, to ensure they take extra precautions to ensure they are not 
being overlooked when using payment cards. Always cover the key pad when 
entering your pin number, and if anyone is standing too close to you, politely 
ask them to step away or alert the store security staff. 
“Often people will use a number of tactics to distract and trick people in to 
revealing where they keep their cards and cash. Asking for change or saying 
that you’ve dropped something on the floor can be a ruse so please avoid 
getting your purse or wallet out in public.” 
Anyone with information relating to these crimes can contact Gary Maxey, in 
confidence, at Bedfordshire Police on 101, or text information to 07786 
200011. 

Alternatively, contact the independent crime fighting 
charity Crimestoppers, anonymously, on 0800 555 
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Hold a Fish and Chip Supper to help spinal cord injured people 
rebuild lives after injury 

Great British Fish and Chip Supper – Friday 16th May 2014 
 

Want to eat Fish and Chips, while raising money for charity? Hold a fish and 
chip supper on Friday 16th May 2014 whilst raising awareness of spinal cord 
injury and supporting SIA’s vital services. You can hold a fish and chip supper in 
your own home, at work or hold a larger supper at your local community 
centre.  SIA will provide a fundraising pack containing hints and tips, recipes, 
invitations and donation envelopes. By inviting 8 friends and asking them to 
donate an additional £5.00 means you will raise at least £40.00 from your 
supper but we will also give you additional fundraising ideas to raise even more 
money for SIA. 
In 2014 SIA is celebrating its 40th anniversary and so we want to make the 
batter matter and raise £25,000 from everyone holding suppers. Last year we 
raised £12,500 from the suppers.  The money raised from the suppers will help 
the Spinal Injuries Association offer support to individuals who become 
paralysed and their families, from the moment a spinal injury occurs, and for 
the rest of their lives by providing services and publications which enable and 
encourage paralysed people to rebuild lives after spinal cord injury.  Every year 
in the UK over 1,000 people experience a spinal cord injury and there are an 
estimated 40,000 spinal cord injured people in the UK alone.  
 
Community Fundraising Manager, Elizabeth Wright, says, “The Fish and Chip 
Supper is a wonderful opportunity for a great evening with friends and family. 
We are also encouraging people who work to hold a Fish and Chip Lunch in 
their work places to raise even more funds. You may be even a local 
community group wanting to run a fun evening with your group.” 
 
For more information or request a fundraising pack call Elizabeth Wright on 
0845 071 4350 or email fundraising@siafishandchips.co.uk or visit 
www.siafishandchips.co.uk 
 
The Spinal Injuries Association 

 
   

mailto:fundraising@siafishandchips.co.uk
http://www.siafishandchips.co.uk/
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Ponderings 
Usually the year starts off quietly, but instead we had an especially interesting 
start to the term. Ofsted came to inspect on our second day back! I am pleased 
to report all went well and you can now view our latest inspection online. 
Ofsted were particularly impressed with how happy all the children were.  
We would like to officially welcome Max, Sam, Jennifer, Zara, and Scarlett who 
started our Pre-school in January. All our new children are settling in well, and 
with our Quality Grant through, they can help us test out all the new toys and 
equipment.   
We follow themes related to the children’s interests at Pre-school so have been 
busy with ‘Animals’, and we have just celebrated Chinese New Year by eating 
Chinese food, doing Chinese writing and more!  We hope to start visiting the 
allotment again very soon, and we thank ‘Malcs Garden Services (01462 
811882)’ for painting, re-roofing and repairing our shed!  We desperately need 
A3 paper for painting, so if anyone has any, (it doesn’t have to be special) 
please bring it along to Pre-school or let us know if you can help? 
With such a busy start to the year we would really like to get a few more 
qualified relief staff onboard who could work at short notice. If you would be 
interested in applying please ring Debbie on 07713 627376. We are committed 
to offering Equal Opportunities in Employment, and follow strict Safeguarding 
and Safer Recruiting Procedures. 
Meppershall Pre-school now has a few places left to fill. If your little one is 
ready to make new friends and enjoy our stimulating, safe environment, please 
ring Tamsin our fantastic level 4 leader any morning in term time on 07816 
357159 to book a visit.  
 

 

 

 

Ofsted Registration Number: 219293                                     Registered Charity: 1031913  

Meppershall Pre-school located in Meppershall Village Hall, can take up to 
24 children in each session from in and around the surrounding areas from 

the age of 2 years 6 months.  

We also have limited spaces for funded two year olds. 
Please ring 07713 627376, email info@meppershall-ps.co.uk, or visit 

www.meppershall-ps.co.uk to find out more about the 
Early Years Foundation Stage and exceptional care we offer. 
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THE BIKE SHED                                                             by Wayne Allen   

The Italian Jobs - 3 

The Moto Guzzi Museum     (Mandello)                                   
 
A brief history of Moto Guzzi goes back to the 1920s when three men 
who had served in the air corps decided to set up a motorcycle firm. 
Carlo Guzzi, Giovanni Ravelli and Giorgi Parodi had great dreams. 
When Ravelli was killed in a plane crash, Carlo and Giorgi made the 
decision to continue with their plans. The first motorcycle produced 
as a result of this was a 500cc bike called ‘Normale’ and was designed 
by Carlo Guzzi. It began to be produced after some racing success in 
1922. The Normale was a popular model that had an overhead cam, a 
4-cylinder head, 82mm stroke and 88mm bore. Not wishing to sell 
short the extensive history of Moto Guzzi we now turn to the legacy 
that is maintained through the factory museum.The visit to the Moto 
Guzzi Museum was in stark contrast to that experienced at Ducati 
which we covered in previous issues of the Bike Shed.  On arrival, the 
factory building is one of the oldest manufacturing sites of any 
automotive organisation in Italy. One of the other idiosyncrasies of 
this museum is its limited opening hours which were between 3-4pm 
from Monday to Friday.  
 
There were a number of multinational bike enthusiasts including 
ourselves, assembled outside the very large sun bleached red gate, 
dressed with the Moto Guzzi logo. At 2:55pm the gates slowly open 
like a scene from ‘Lord of The Rings’. We were then greeted by a no-
nonsense security guard, wearing designer sunglasses and armed. He 
asked us to sign the visitors register and then laid down the law that 
the museum was open for the next hour only and pointed towards 
the main entrance door of the museum area. No wireless headset 
here like Ducati but there were people on hand to provide details on 
the 150 bikes displayed, should we require them.  Each exhibit did   
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have its own description card against it in English, and coupled with 
the large timeline graphics we were immediately informed. The 
positive was that both race and road bikes are displayed in a true 
timeline of Moto Guzzi’s extensive history.  Personally I have seen a 
number of people throwing criticism at the Museum on sites like trip 
advisor, but you would fail as a true bike enthusiast if you did not 
appreciate what Moto Guzzi has achieved. Yes I agree it was not as 
polished as Ducati but somehow it seemed more pure and in my eyes 
was more reflective of its complete history. On the basis that it is 
free, then without doubt well worth the visit.  
 

For me though, the highlight of this tour 
was to see some of the racing machines. 
Unquestionably the V8 racer (pictured left) 
that was made back in the 1950s and 
clothed with a dustbin fairing, draws the 
most attention.  I have been privileged to 
see one of these on parade laps at Mallory 

Park and once again the sound is incredible.  
 
The engine (pictured here) is only 
500cc with double overhead cams, fed 
by 8 Dell’Orto 20mm carbs and 
producing 78 bhp. This would project 
the bike known as ‘The Otto’ towards a 
top speed of 171 mph. Much closer to 
home, you can view an example which 
is on display at the Sammy Miller museum. It is this one that still sees 
action at the various classic track events. For further details of the 
Moto Guzzi collection please view their website at: 
http://uk.motoguzzi.it/motoguzzi/UK/en/passion/Museo.html 
  

http://uk.motoguzzi.it/motoguzzi/UK/en/passion/Museo.html
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COVERS BY REQUEST 
 
This month's cover is a first for The Messenger in having a card to peel off and 
keep.  The Messenger strongly supports the Gnomes and the band of public 
spirited people who are trying to prove that charity really does start at home.  
The GNOMES logo and the detachable card were created by Kim Tyler, who is 
in charge of publicity for the Good Neighbour Group.  The Messenger is 
indebted to John Thompson for creating the cover to provide a setting for the 
card. 
 
 

 

SIGNIFICANT EVENTS 
 
Birthdays in February                      
 
John Winter of 96 Shefford Road will be 90 years of age on 25th February.  
 
Belated congratulations to Tina Hammond and Paul Jarvis who were married 
on 3rd October 2013.  
 
RIP 
David Moore of Luton, who was a stalwart member of The Meppershall Players 

for many years, on Tuesday 30th December 2013, aged 87 years.   

Gerard  Middleton, on Saturday 18th January 2014, aged 69 years. A loving 
husband, father & grandfather. 
 
__________________________________________________________ 
 
If you know of a significant event in the village, please let the Editor know: we 
are looking for things to celebrate!  80th, 90th and 100th birthdays we mark with 
the presentation of a cake from The Messenger. 
 
We would also love to hear about big anniversaries or any other cause to 
celebrate. 
________________________________________________________________  
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St Mary The Virgin 
Meppershall Parish Church (Church of England) 

Church Road, off Campton Road 
 
 
 
 
 

Rector:  The Reverend Veronica Goodman 
01462 339962 – usual day off Monday 

Churchwardens: 
Dawn Abbatt 01462 816962 

James Read 01462 857836  Email: Meppershall.PCC@gmail.com 
PCC Secretary: 

Anne Parsons 01462 813333 Email: annie10639@gmail.com 
 

Services and Events – February 2014 

Date Time Service 

Sunday 2nd Feb 
Candlemas & 
Presentation of 
Christ in the Temple 

11.00am 
11.00am 

Parish Communion  
Junior Church at the School 

Saturday 8th Feb 9.00am Celtic Morning Prayer 

Sunday 9th Feb 
4th before Lent 

8.30am 
10.30am 

Holy Communion 
Second Sunday Stroll: Meet at the 
Church Gate. 

Sunday 16th Feb 
3rd before Lent 

8.30am 
11.00am 

Holy Communion 
All-Age Family Service 

Friday 21st Feb 9.00pm Silent Contemplation – all welcome 

Sunday 23rd Feb 
2nd before Lent 

11.00am 
 

Parish Communion  
 

Sunday 2nd March 
1st before Lent 

11.00am 
11.00am 

Parish Communion  
Junior Church at the School 

 
St Mary’s weekday service - Wednesdays: 
Holy Communion (Book of Common Prayer), each Wednesday, 10.00am.  
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Things to look out for! 
Second Sunday Stroll - Sunday 9th February, 10.30am at the Church 
Every second Sunday of the month, join us for a social hike around our 
beautiful landscape (no mid-morning service – see table above). Come 
appropriately equipped (footwear, waterproof coat, warm layers, snack). After 
our successful trek to The Fox at Pirton (well done all you Meppershall Hikers!) 
this month is a shorter outing - down to the Cow Bridge, back via Lower 
Gravenhurst and Shillington, just under 4 miles, with tea & coffee in church at 
the end.  Call 857836 (James) for more information or just turn up. 
Churchyard Working Party - Saturday 22nd March 
Huge thanks once again to the volunteers who helped in November. For the 
next working party we will be clearing the ground and tidying up for Spring and 
for Easter.  Fun, friendship, dirty hands, refreshments … come for the day or 
just for an hour. All welcome - from 9am. 
 

A Message from St Mary’s… 
February 14th, as if you didn’t know, is St Valentine’s Day....  
 
There are at least three Saint Valentines.  The one remembered is believed to 
have been martyred for continuing to conduct weddings after Emperor 
Claudius claimed that married men made poor soldiers and outlawed marriages 
among younger citizens. So we celebrate romantic love on Valentine’s Day… 
 
Isn’t it wonderful to feel loved, to feel special, to feel precious and wanted?  
Whether it is being picked for the football team, or marrying a handsome 
Prince, we all like to be needed and to be wanted. I remember floating down 
the stairs at work the day Andrew said he wanted to marry me! 
 
But there is more to love than romance... One way of looking at the Bible is as a 
big thick Valentine from God to his people. And in it St Paul writes about love. 
He says: “Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is 
not proud. It is not rude, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps 
no record of wrongs. Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth. It 
always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres.  Love never 
fails.”  1 Cor 13. 
 
Love is not just a nice warm fuzzy feeling… nice though that is. Love is very 
practical. Love cares for people: it reaches out. 
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Love is patient. Ask the parents who love for nine long months before they see 

their baby born. Love will wait patiently by a hospital bedside, day after day, 

night after night. 

Love is willing to listen, to come alongside, to care and support. Love is a 
shoulder to cry on. 
Love is forgiving… and that might be forgiving something which we come to 
realise is really rather small in the cosmic scheme of things, or it may mean 
forgiving those who have imprisoned you for years because of your beliefs, or 
forgiving those who have murdered your family and friends in civil war and 
ethnic cleansing. 
 
Love gives unconditionally. Love gives without expecting anything in return.  (It 
is called ‘trading’ when you demand something in return.) 
 
Simple and old fashioned as it may seem, I think that love remembers its 
manners. Love is considerate; it respects the dignity of the other person. In a 
similar way love does not impose its ideas on other people. We all have the 
right to freedom of thought, and conscience and religion. We share, discuss, 
and debate; but love does not force its mind on others. 
 
And love means doing what someone else wants...  at least some of the time.   
Love knows how to share, to cooperate, to compromise and, to desire the 
happiness of the other person. 
 
Love wants justice even at a personal cost.  I think of the examples of Martin 
Luther King, William Wilberforce, and Mohandas 'Mahatma' Gandhi. 
 
Love is prepared to give its own life for another if necessary.  For Christians - 
that is the Gospel.   It is also the day to day offering of some people in their 
work...  firemen, bodyguards and our service men and women for example. 
 
This February let’s pour out our love in cards and gifts and chocolates as 
tradition invites us...  but then let us continue to pour love in all its many guises 
into our homes and our families, our communities and our neighbourhoods...   
into a world that needs it so badly. 
 
Happy Valentine’s Day!                                                                              Rector Roni 
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JUNIOR CHURCH 

 

1st Sunday of the month in Meppershall CE Academy 
Hall 
 

One month of the 2014 has already passed us by and I wonder how many 
people have managed to continue with their New Year resolutions. 

I know lots of people have resolved to be fitter and eat more healthily, so 
that’s our bodies taken care of. 

Now is a good time to consider making time to do some of the things that 
didn’t happen last year.  Perhaps your child has been asking to go to 
Junior Church, but there just hasn’t been enough time to fit it in. 

Maybe now is a good time to give it a try!  Children aged 3 to 12 are 
welcome and if you have younger ones, you are welcome to stay with 
them for the hour. 

So, for 2014 make it a resolution to bring your children to Junior Church 
for an hour of fun while learning about God and Jesus our wonderful 
saviour. 

The JC team looks forward to welcoming you and your children! 

Blessings 

 

    The JC Team   
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CHOCOLATE WHISKY CAKE                                               FEBRUARY 2014 
175g (6oz) dark plain chocolate 
110g (4oz) softened unsalted butter 
175g (6oz) light brown sugar  
75g (3oz) cold finely mashed potato 
2 beaten eggs 
175g (6oz) self-flour 
¼ tsp salt 
4 tbsp milk  
125ml (4fl oz) double cream 
50g (2oz) sifted icing sugar 
3 tbsp whisky 
3 tbsp raspberry jam 
Raspberry to decorate 
 
METHOD 

1) Preheat the oven to 190oC /375oF /Gas5 and grease and line two 

20cm (8in) Victoria sandwich cake tins. In a heatproof bowl, break 50g 

(2oz) of the chocolate, and place over a pan of gently simmering water 

to melt. 

2) In another bowl, beat together the butter and brown sugar until pale. 

Beat in the melted chocolate and mashed potato. 

3) Gradually beat in eggs, adding a little of the flour with each. Sift the 

remaining flour and salt into the mixture and add the milk. Gently fold 

together until well combined. 

4) Divide the mixture equally between the prepared tins and smooth over 

the tops. Bake for about 25 minutes until risen and springy-firm to the 

touch. Turn out onto wire racks to cool completely. 

5) Melt the remaining chocolate as above and cool for 10 minutes. Add 

the cream, the icing sugar and the whisky. Carefully whisk together 

until thick and creamy. Spread the jam over one half of the cake and 

then spread half the chocolate cream on the top. Sandwich together 

with the other half. Spread the remaining chocolate cream on the top. 

Decorate with fresh raspberries before serving. 

Recipes are kindly supplied each month by Brenda Putwain.   
Brenda would welcome feedback from readers on her recipes.  
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A very Happy Birthday to those of 
you 

celebrating birthdays in  

FEBRUARY 
 

 

Keira Thomason who will be 11 on the 6
th
 

Benjamin Saunders who will be 10 on the 16
th
 

James Wallace who will be 15 on the 19
th 

Alfie Curtis who will be 7 on the 25
th
  

 
 

If you are under 16 and would like your name added to 
the birthday page, please call Louise Hutson on 814148  

or e-mail at louhuts@gmail.com 
  

mailto:louhuts@gmail.com
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THE MEPPERSHALL MESSENGER 

CONTRIBUTIONS 
 
The editor welcomes contributions to the Messenger, whether as letters, articles or notices.  
Contributions should preferably be as attachments to e-mail but hand written contributions 
may be sent by post, left at the Editor’s address below or in the folder kept at the Village 
Stores.  Contributions should run to not more than one A5 page (except by prior 
arrangement) and should be received by the Editor not later than the 12th of the month for 
publication at the end of that month.   Contributions received after the deadline may be held 
over. 
 
DISCLAIMER 
 
The Editor reserves the right to omit or alter any advertisement or article and to change the 
content, format or issue date of the magazine without prior notice.  The Editor cannot be 
held responsible for the factual correctness of, or for any libellous comment or statement 
made in any advertisement, article or other contribution published in this magazine.  Every 
effort will be made to avoid any deliberate attempt to mislead or otherwise cause harm or 
damage to any person or persons by any advertisement, article or any other contribution 
published in this magazine. 
 

THE TEAM 
 

Editor Dick Bulley 116  Shefford Road 815114 
 Email: richard.bulley@btinternet.com 
Assistant Editor David Turner 2 Campton Road 813613 
  Email: davidturner25@hotmail.com 
Advertising and 
Distribution 

Colette House 90  Fildyke Road 815585 
Email: colettehouse@gmail.com 

Production Co-
ordination 

Enid Pamment 112 High Street 851397   
Email: enidpamment@aol.com 

Treasurer John Thompson 16  Brookmead  812983 
 Email: jthompson244@btinternet.com 

 

Collating Dates for your Diaries  
2014 

   July 28 Double 
February 24  August NONE  
March 24  September 29  
April 28  October 27  
May 27 Tuesday November 24 Double 
June 30  December NONE  

      
Please note that dates in the above table indicate the month in which the collating will take place, at 2.00 pm in 
the Sugar Loaf.  The issue being collated will relate to the following month, e.g. on 2th September the October 
issue will be collated.  

mailto:richard.bulley@btinternet.com

