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Volume 30      Issue 3                                                         June 2014  

EDITORIAL 

This is the last issue before the big event of the month 
(year?) – The Meppershall Summer Fair.  The adverts on 
pages 26 and 27 give a fair indication of the amount of 
work that has already gone into the preparations, so all it 
needs now is for us all to go along in huge numbers.  From 
everything we have seen so far it will be a brilliant day – so 
long as the weather co-operates.   
 
There was just time to put in a piece on The Meppershall Festival which not only 
entertains so many in the village who make up the audience but involves so 
many as performers, families of performers and helpers of all descriptions. 
 
My editorial last month made two requests: I urged people to come to the AGM 
and to consider being contributors.  Response to the first was "muted" but those 
people who did come made some really valuable suggestions: What'sit on page 
45 is a direct result of an idea raised at the AGM and made reality by John 
Chapman.  Another idea was a Sports page, and this is in hand: if you belong to 
any local sports club, please let me have items of news, fixtures, results etc for 
inclusion on the new page. 
 
The other thing we asked for was new contributors, and I am grateful to say that 
this too has struck a chord: in Your Shout on page 12 Trevor Thorley recounts a 
memorable experience from a long-ago trip to the Himalayas, and this is just the 
kind of thing I was hoping for – more in a similar vein, please! 
 

Then on page 24 I am very pleased to print the first piece from one of our 
advertisers, W&H Peacock.  This will be of real interest to all those who would 
like to experience an auction, either as buyers or sellers. I hope more of our 
advertisers will write for us. 
 
This month sadly sees the last contribution to Financial News Update from Jon 
Ingarfill.  Although he will no longer be writing for us, Jon is still very much in 
business and can be contacted on 07870 564115. 
 
And finally......there really is going to be an update of Who's Who, but at least 3 
of the AGMs mentioned last month do not happen until June, so I will hold over 
one more month to get the details of new committees etc. 

       Dick Bulley 
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LETTERS 
Letter from Graham Laming: 

Sponsors for Sue Ryder event can win generous prizes! 
 
I'm doing another 24 hour bike ride for Sue Ryder's St John's Hospice in 
Moggerhanger, from 5-6 July. I aim to ride 558 km unaided in a day. May I ask 
for your help in publicising the event in the Messenger?  My sponsorship page is 
http://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/GrahamLaming and all sponsors will be 
entered in a draw for prizes worth £100. Sponsors can even choose their 
preferred prize if they win. Prizes will be drawn from a hat by the St Johns 
Hospice fundraising team on July 11th. 
 
The prizes choices are:- 
£100 towards a family meal at a restaurant of your choice 
£100 of garden centre vouchers 
£100 of DIY centre vouchers 
£100 towards Champneys Health Spa 
 
With thanks and regards, 
 
Graham Laming, 72 Fildyke Road (tel.07858 402683) 
 

Letter from Roger Smith: 
 
When speed humps were proposed for Ivel Road in Shefford, I submitted a 
formal objection, primarily citing my wife's chronic back condition, but also 
because they would delay fire and paramedic vehicles responding to a call in our 
village. However, as the Fire Service failed to respond to the statutory 
consultation, my objection was ignored. 
 
Meppershall Parish Council has now been advised that the Fire Service is 
refusing to negotiate these humps because they are so vicious; instead they take 
a lengthy diversion to reach our village.  
 
I hope that I shall never have to inform the Coroner of this contributory factor, 
but would have no hesitation in doing so if the occasion so demanded. 
 
Yours faithfully, 
Roger Smith, 14 High Street.  

http://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/GrahamLaming
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MEPPERSHALL NEWS IN BRIEF 
 

MEPPERSHALL GOOD NEIGHBOURS GROUP 

Evergreens Outing 1st May  
 

Pictured are 8 members of the Evergreens who braved the rain to 
gather at the Langford Garden Centre for lunch and a browse.  The 
GNOMES provided transport to and from the Garden Centre for 3 
Meppershall ladies and also provided 3 volunteers to assist in 
wheelchair pushing and purchases carrying.  Evergreens and 
volunteers all had a good time. Unfortunately the weather was not 
good enough to browse the outside displays but there was plenty to 
attract the eye inside the Centre. The lunch, as you can see, was 
popular; not a morsel left!  Thanks go to Karen Long for organising the 
event and enabling the GNOMES to assist. 
 
The Gnomes also appeared at the Village Festival, where Kim Tyler 
and Denis Neilson gave a spirited performance of "There's a hole in 
my bucket", proving that Gnomes can come in handy even in 
unforeseen circumstances. 
_________________________________________________________ 
 
AN INVITATION TO ALL EX MEPPERSHALL  BROWNIES AND LEADERS TO JOIN 
US TO CELEBRATE BROWNIES’ 100TH BIRTHDAY 
 

 
 

To celebrate brownies being 100 years old, we are having a beetle drive and indoor 
campfire sing along led by our current brownies on Monday 2nd June 2014 from 6.00 pm to 
7.30 pm at the Village Hall.  We would like to invite any ex Meppershall brownies or guiders 
to this event.  It would be great to have as many ex brownies and helpers come along as 
possible and I am sure it will be a really fun evening.  If you have any old brownie uniforms, 
photos, badges or any other memorabilia you would like to bring along with you that would 
be great.  We will provide some refreshments, so it would be useful to have at least a rough 
idea of numbers.  If you would be interested in coming along and joining us celebrate 100 
years of brownies, then can you please text me on 07817 392325. Please also tell your 
friends who might not get a chance to see this.  
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Could you write for The Meppershall Messenger?  
 
This question was raised again at the Messenger AGM on 8th May.  A suggestion 
came from the floor that people with particular interests could write one-off 
pieces, like the one sent in my Emilia De Luca about the World Scout Jamboree.  
A piece could be about a hobby or arise out of your particular skill. Do you do a 
lot of DIY: is there a particular job that you have done that you could share with 
a wider readership so that they do not have to learn on the job as you did?  Or is 
there a particular trip or a holiday that you enjoyed so much that you would like 
to share it?  Trevor Thorley's amazing tale from the slopes of Everest is an 
example of this. (See Your Shout) 
The subject could be anything, and I promise that if you send me one piece I will 
not hound you for more (unless, of course, you want to write more, once you 
have broken the ice!) 
Last month we made a similar appeal to our advertisers and I am delighted to 
include what I hope will be the first of many: the piece from W & H. Peacock on 
page 26. 
Please email your contribution to The Editor at richard.bulley@btinternet.com 
as an attachment in Microsoft Word ‘.doc’ format. I really look forward to 
hearing from you. 
_________________________________________________________________ 

 
POP UP CAFÉ 

 

Come along and try our FREE coffee mornings!  

 Scones  Tea 

 Muffins  Coffee 

 Crumpets  Children’s Drinks 
 

Thursday 5th June Meppershall Village Hall: 1:30 – 3:00pm 
Everyone welcome - Ages 0-99    Toddler and Baby area  
Orchard Children's Centre 
Shefford Lower School, School Lane, Shefford, Beds 
SG17 5XA 
Tel. 01462 615115/07504657383 
Donations welcomed  

  

mailto:richard.bulley@btinternet.com
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Traditional Irish Dancing lessons for girls and boys from age 4+ 
 

Classes: 
Starting Tuesday 13th May @ St Cuthbert’s Hall from 5.30-6.30pm 

Newnham Street, Bedford, Mk40 3JR 
 

&  
 

Starting Thursday 15th May @ Shefford Community Hall from 5.30-
6.30pm 

60 High Street, Shefford, Beds, SG17 5AX 
 

*First class free*£5 thereafter  

Run by Elizabeth Hope (T.C.R.G) under the Rules of An Comhdháil na 
Múinteoirí Le Rincí Gaelacha.   

T.C.R.G - Registered teacher qualified by Comhdháil na Múinteoirí le 
Rincí Gaelacha. 

 

Contact details: 

Mobile- 07855021070 

Email Elizabeth- thehopeschoolofid@gmail.com 

 

 

mailto:thehopeschoolofid@gmail.com
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MEPPERSHALL BROWNIES 

  
This month we have not had many brownie meetings due to Easter and all the bank 
holidays, but we more than made up for this with our fun packed Star Quest event at 
Boyd Field as part of our Big Brownie Birthday celebrations.  Fifteen of our brownies 
joined a further 180 brownies for a very busy day.   
As most of the activities were outside we were very lucky that the weather was nice 
and we even saw the sun from time to time.  The girls had the chance to either take 
part in rafting, archery or climbing, as well as bounce around on bouncy castles, make 
cheese fritters on trangia stoves (the fritters were met with very mixed reviews – the 
brownies either loved them or hated them), take part in a space themed treasure 
hunt to find the lost planets in the woods and send a message back to earth from 
space, and make star related crafts.  In the evening we then had a very yummy 
barbeque and sang songs around the campfire.   
We all had a great time and after a very long and fun day I don’t think any of us 
needed rocking that night – particularly Tawny and Snowy Owl! 

 
         
 
 
 
We have also been practising for the Arts Festival, played lots of games and 
have welcomed another four new brownies. 
If you are interested in your daughter joining Brownies or volunteering as an 
adult helper, then please contact Snowy Owl (Suzanne) on 07817 392325 or 
you can register online at www.girlguiding.org.uk.  Brownie places are limited 
at the moment and your daughter will need to join the waiting list.    
  

Just setting off thankfully 
they stayed afloat                                                        
 

Isabel - Our very own Robin 
Hood lining up for her bullseye 
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Meppershall Village Hall 
Notice of Annual General Meeting 

On 8th June 2014 at 6pm in the Village Hall 
 

AGENDA 
 

1. Approve minutes of the previous annual general meeting held on 5th   
January 2014  

 
2. Chairman’s Report  

 
3. Treasurer’s Report and approve accounts for the year to 31st March 

2014  
 

4. Update on the previously approved formation of a Limited Company and 
for all activities to be undertaken through that entity  

 
5. Update on specification and construction of a new Village Hall  

 
6. Election of trustees and specific responsibilities :  

 

 Chairman  

 Treasurer  

 Secretary  

 Users representatives  

 Nominated individuals  
 

7. Any other business:  
 

 Notified before the meeting  

 Arising at the meeting  
 
 
Please read this agenda in conjunction with the Notes opposite.  
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Notes:  
Item 1:  
The report of the meeting was included in the January 2014 edition of The 
Messenger.  
Item 3:  
The accounts will be available prior to the meeting on request by post or email.  
Item 4:  
The approved Constitution is available on request by post or email.  
Item 6:  
Details of the existing trustees are available on request by post or email, all of 
whom are willing to continue. The current trustees are registered on the 
Charities Commission website at: http://www.charitycommission.gov.uk under 
Meppershall Village Hall Charity number 300052. Further nominations for the 
role of trustee, with a seconder and the nominees consent to act, should be 
provided in writing preferably ahead of, or otherwise at the latest delivered at 
the start of the AGM. A nominee must be willing and able to fulfil all the legal 
duties and responsibilities of a trustee and make the necessary time available 
to attend at least four meetings during the year as well as assist in the running 
of a self-help organisation by taking on and delivering specific projects.  
The appropriate form for nominations may be requested by post or email.  
Item 7:  
Items for other business should be submitted in writing by post or email at 
least two working days before the AGM so that appropriate research or 
information that is required or needs to be obtained can be dealt with before 
the meeting.  
 
Postal Details :  

FAO Mr S. Ansell  
Ansell Village Stores  
6 High Street  
Meppershall  
Beds  
SG17 5LX  

Email Contact Details:  
Chairman: stephen.r.ansell@gmail.com  
Treasurer: dcbirch@btinternet.com  

 
31st March 2014 
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Meppershall Parish Council Report 
 
There was no Parish Council meeting in April so business due to be covered at 
that meeting was carried over to the May meeting or resolved within a working 
party. 
 
At the May meeting Councillors were elected to be representatives and officers 
of the Council for the coming year. Each Councillor volunteers to look after 
various aspects of the business of the Council outside the formal Council 
meetings:- 
David Foskett (Chairman), Peter Chapman (Vice Chairman), Roger Bryant 
(Representative on the School Governors), David Foskett (Representative on 
the Village Hall Management Committee). Each working group also has a leader 
and a number of members. The group leaders are: Paul Merryweather 
(Environment & Leisure), Peter Chapman (Planning & Housing), Dick Bulley 
(Highways & Lighting and Local Traffic Management), Peter Chapman (Health & 
Safety). 
 
Each month the Council meeting receives reports and recommendations from 
these working groups if there has been any activity. The Planning group had 
reviewed and responded to a number of planning applications since the last 
meeting. The Finance group had reviewed the year end accounts and will be 
looking at proposed new Financial Regulations in the next few weeks. 
Councillor Bulley reported that the High Street resurfacing should be taking 
place at the end of May during the half term holiday, when the contractors will 
also be laying the traffic calming measures. It was also reported that the 
Meppershall village signs at the road entrances to the village are being 
replaced. The Council were made aware of a letter from Andrew Goodman 
seeking clearer signposting to St Mary’s Church. It was agreed that the Clerk 
would look into the cost of a new sign, to be erected at the junction of 
Campton Road and Church Lane. The Environment and Leisure group has 
appointed a new contractor to carry out the quarterly safety inspections of the 
play equipment in Foster Field and IDKM were awarded a contract for specific 
works in Old Road Meadow. 
 
The Wry Close allotment area still has a number of vacancies some of which 
will be let to residents of Shefford but this still leaves a number for any 
Meppershall resident to grow their own fruit and vegetables. Please contact 
the Clerk if you are interested on 01462 637531. 
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The Council discussed an e-mail from a resident complaining about the noise 
from parties being held in the village on a fairly regular basis. Although this is a 
matter for the Central Beds Noise Team, Councillors understood that people 
wish to have parties and the noise from them could disturb their neighbours, 
but they ask that the noise should stop by midnight at the latest. We have been 
advised that if this is a regular problem, you should keep a diary of events as 
evidence to present to the officers of Central Beds Council. 
 
Please remember that you are welcome to attend our meetings to speak about 
any subject during our open public session. Or you may just wish to come along 
and see what we do. Maybe you are thinking about becoming a Councillor at 
the next election. We look forward to seeing you. 
 
David Foskett  
Chairman 
Meppershall Parish Council – chairman@meppershall.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Meppershall Church of England Academy 

‘An outstanding Church of England School’   June 2008 and December 2010 

 
 
 

 
As many of you will know, now is the time for SATS.  Nickie Moore has decided to hold over 
her School Report for this month so as to devote her time to what is essential to our children. 
 

 

  

mailto:chairman@meppershall.org
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YOUR SHOUT 
with Trevor Thorley 
 

  

THE FRIENDS OF ST. MARY’S:  
Formed in January 1992, The Friends of St. Mary’s have a vacancy for a new trustee. 
The main function of the Friends is to support the church through fund raising 
functions/events. Doing so provides a lot of enjoyment within a team whilst providing 
funding to the PCC with the urgent church restoration work.  Meeting four or five 
times a year for a couple of hours or so; if you feel that this is of interest to you, 
please contact me on 01462 813357 trevor.thorley1@btinternet.com or any other 
trustee.   
 
TIME FOR REFLECTION:   
The recent publicised avalanche on Mount Everest (Nepal) where eleven sherpas 
were swept to their deaths above Everest Base Camp, was a terrible disaster which in 
some small way Janet & I can personally relate to. 
 
Upon retiring in 1999, one immediate goal was to go on a ‘special’ holiday. We had a 
week off on the Greek Island of Samos and then, after a few months of planning, we 
embarked on a nine-week tour to Nepal and India in the spring of 2000. 
 
We had ‘our own’ adventure, joining seven other people (now friends) for a fourteen 
days trek to the Anapurna Sanctuary.  After an arduous eight-hour journey from 
Kathmandu in rickety transport, we arrived at the camp from where we were to begin 
our ascent. We trekked for an average of 8 hours a day. The 20 or so sherpas carried 
the tents, water and food. We also had heavy packs of clothing and essentials. Toilets 
were ‘holes in the ground’, washing facilities were a dish of water per day, to be used 
for everything! All this sounds like hell but it was essential if we were to reach our 
goal. From temperatures of 40 degrees, under cloudless skies, fantastic flora of 
rhododendrons, and the watching kites that circled and hovered above, it was 
fantastic.  
 
As we climbed up and in some places down, we eventually reached the snow line. 
After a few hours of trekking through snow, three of our companions freaked out and 
had to be taken back. The remaining six, including ourselves continued upwards until 
we reached the Machhapuchre Base Camp. Tents were abandoned from here 
onwards and it felt great to have a good night’s sleep on a wooden bed of slats on 
which we could stretch out our sleeping bags and weary bodies. The next morning we 
continued our climb up and up with snow coming well over our knees. By this time 
there was no track and we were completely reliant on our leader and guides, but 
there were no complaints, this was ‘our’ adventure.  

mailto:trevor.thorley1@btinternet.com
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Time was an issue and eventually we had to make our return to camp on the same 
day. A good night’s sleep and rest was most welcome and the next morning, as we 
were preparing for breakfast, we were alerted by someone shouting “take cover, 
avalanche!”. There was instant panic and we fled for the nearest open door; Janet 
was in a different hut to myself but it was instinct to get inside and put our backs to 
the door to try and keep out what was coming down. It was as if the world had gone 
mad, the noise was deafening and there were rocks, stones, ice and an abundance of 
debris flying about.  We got the ‘side-blast’ of the avalanche, fortunately the main fall 
missed us by fifty to a hundred yards, but it was too close for comfort. Our leader 
decided that we should eat breakfast, let everything settle down, and then step out 
and cross the avalanche, which had swept away the track of our descent: the risk of a 
further avalanche was very high. Everyone had to scramble over these huge boulders 
of ice, moving across as fast as possible. Janet was on the heels of the leading sherpa, 
and I had never before seen her move so fast but there was the quite serious danger 
of risk to life. Thankfully we all got across safely. 
 
In a few more days, with more climbs and descents, and a stop in a small village for a 
welcome shower, we came to the end of our trek, doing two days trek in one day to 
meet our bus, which would have been on a national strike the next day and we could 
have been stranded. In Pokhara ‘cookie’ as he was fondly called, cooked a cake on a 
primus stove; it was delicious. It was sad to say goodbye to the sherpas and guides, 
they were such lovely people.  
 
Back in Kathmandu we took a sightseeing flight round Mount Everest, twelve 
passengers only, and only recently one of these aircraft had crashed with total loss of 
life. We also went for a three-day visit to Chitwan National Park and did a couple of 
elephant safaris; sadly we didn’t see a tiger that was the main attraction. 
 
We flew to Delhi and toured Rhajistan for fourteen days, including the Taj Mahal and 
other place of interest, in an Ambassador car with driver, staying in good quality 
hotels and all included for £800 - it was so cheap. We had a wonderful experience of 
going on a camel safari in the desert, over 40 degrees in the day and sleeping out in 
the open overnight, it was freezing. We flew to Chennai for more exploration and 
then flew out to the Andaman Islands for three weeks. Sadly the main hotel that we 
stayed in was flattened with total loss of life in the Tsunami a few years ago. This was 
very upsetting to learn as we had made some good friends of the staff while we were 
there.  
 
What we did experience on that holiday will live with us forever. 
 
REMEMBER – It’s YOUR SHOUT. Contact Trevor Thorley 01462 813357 
trevor.thorley1@btinternet.com  
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SHEFFORD LEISURE GROUP 
 
By Enid Pamment 

 

 

Our holiday in Jersey started with a coach trip to Stansted Airport in good time 
to catch our flight to St Hellier.  After a 2-hour delay due to an electrical fault 
on the aircraft, things began to look up when we reached Jersey and were 
transported to The Metropole, a hotel in the Modern Hotels group. All the 
rooms were nicely appointed, as were the dining room and lounge.  Staff were 
multi-tasking and could not be more friendly. Although the weather was a little 
unpredictable, it did not stop us enjoying the island.  The hotel itself arranged 
three separate tours which most of us went on, whilst the remaining people in 
our group did their own thing!  The food was excellent, giving a wide variety 
both at breakfast and dinner.  You could also partake of a light lunch in their 
cafeteria beside the swimming pool.  The entertainment had a mixed reception 
bearing in mind it was their first week of opening.  All too soon it was time to 
pack our suitcases, say our farewells and make our journey home. 
 

Forthcoming Events 2014 (kindly telephone for more details): 

City Cruise, Lunch & The Tower of London Sat 14th June 
Singing in the Rain – MK Theatre – Matinee Wed 2nd July 

Bedford River Cruise, with lunch Tue 29th July 

Harry Potter Studio Tour Mon 4th August 

Hunstanton and Norfolk Lavender Fields Wed 20th August 

Top Hat at MK Theatre (Evening Performance) Wed 3rd September 

Flower Festival at St Albans Cathedral Sat 27th September 

Waverley Paddle Steamer Sun 12th October 

Highgrove House garden Tour Fri 17th October 

The Lord Mayor's Show Sat 8th November 

Thursford Christmas Spectacular Wed 26th November 
 
CARITAS HARMONY (formerly Pasque Harmony) 

This very talented ladies choir have arranged a concert for Sunday 29th June at St 
Mary the Virgin Church, Crabtree Lane, Pirton SG5 3QE commencing at 3pm.  
For tickets please contact Brenda on 01582 873656 or Fay 01763 853696.  The 
Choir’s charity for this year is Macmillan Cancer Support.  Why not have a look 
at their website – www.caritasharmony.co.uk 

http://www.caritasharmony.co.uk/
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Holidays 2014 (kindly telephone for more details): 

  

Scarborough – Hotel Esplanade – inc 2 day-excursions September 8th -12th  

Tinsel & Turkey at the Claremont Hotel, Eastbourne Thursday 11th to Monday 
15th December 

 
London Shows currently available (arranged by Stevenage Group Travel) are:  
 
Matinees – Leaving Shefford at 11am – price includes coach: 
Brick Lane Music Hall-60s music + afternoon tea. 
(Coach leaves Shefford at 10.15 am) 

Wednesday 4th June 

The Pyjama Game –Shaftsbury Theatre-Royal Circle Wednesday 25th June 

Twinwood Festival (Glen Miller) at Clapham, Bedford 
(Leaving Shefford at 9.30 am.) 

Sunday 24th August 

 
Evening Shows – Leaving Shefford at 4.15pm – price includes coach: 
War Horse – New London Theatre - Stalls Wednesday 11th June 

Miss Saigon – Prince Edward Theatre - Dress Circle Monday 30th June 

Miss Saigon – Prince Edward Theatre – Stalls Seats Monday 1st September 
 

For all holidays, which include hotel accommodation, Shefford Leisure Group 
acts as an agent for the Tour Operator; their terms and conditions apply. 
Shefford Leisure Group is open to all in the local community who feel they 
would like to join us on our ventures and see places they would not see under 
their own steam.  We are always happy to meet new friends. 
 
Raffles are held and all the proceeds are for Keech Hospice Care for Children.  
For further information regarding dates, prices, and availability, or to receive 
our monthly newsletter, please contact Enid on 01462 851397 or e-mail 
enid.pamment@gmail.com    
                    

Enid Pamment – Shefford Leisure Group  

mailto:enid.pamment@gmail.com
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FINANCIAL NEWS UPDATE                 with Jon Ingarfill 

Do you have the Will to protect your wealth from the ever-present threat of 
Inheritance Tax? 

It seems like a long time since the Conservative Party said it would raise the 

Inheritance Tax (IHT) threshold, above which estates of the deceased are taxed 

at 40%. Since forming the coalition government they have yet to turn those 

words into action and have confirmed that the threshold will remain 

unchanged until at least 2015 and, subject to further legislation the freeze will 

be extended up to and including the 2017/2018 tax year. 

The days are long gone when IHT could reasonably be regarded as a tax only for 

the very wealthy. Many of us still think that we are unlikely to be affected by it, 

but many of us would be wrong. The IHT threshold – officially known as the ‘nil 

rate band’ – currently stands at £325,000. Consider what your house is worth 

today. For many people, this alone is enough to exceed the threshold. Married 

couples and civil partners can pass assets to each other without paying IHT, 

while they are alive or on their death. A fairly recent change of rules also allows 

them to transfer any unused portion of their nil rate band when they die. So it’s 

now possible for the surviving spouse or partner to leave assets of up to 

£650,000 before IHT becomes payable. (It’s important to remember that the 

full nil rate band of £650,000 is not available to unmarried couples.)  

Thankfully, there are a number of things you can do to reduce any liability. A 

good place to start is with your Will. Everyone should consider having a Will 

and, just as important, one that is IHT-efficient. If you don’t, or if there are 

mistakes in the drafting, the laws of intestacy may distribute your assets in 

ways that you never intended, or your estate may be taxed in ways that could 

otherwise have been avoided. It’s estimated that UK taxpayers waste £448m a 

year in IHT payments which could have legally been avoided by simple tax-

planning measures when drawing up a Will. (www.unbiased.co.uk). 

If you own a business, your Will should cover your business assets unless you 

have made appropriate succession plans with your partners. And you should 

review it whenever your circumstances change – a subsequent marriage, for 

example, automatically invalidates a Will. 

Your Will is the place to take advantage of the rules on charitable legacies 

which came into effect on 6 April 2012. If you bequeath money to a charity, it   
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will not be subject to IHT – that’s not new. But, if you leave 10% or more of 

your taxable assets to charity, what remains attracts IHT at a reduced rate of 

36%.  In fact, the lower rate of 36% could apply even when less than 10% of 

your estate is left to charity if, for instance, the estate includes trust assets. The 

rules are somewhat complicated and therefore it’s important to take 

professional advice. 

There are other well-proven methods to reduce IHT, and one is making gifts 

during your lifetime. These reduce the size of your estate and therefore the size 

of any IHT bill. Some gifts depend on you surviving at least seven years after 

you make them before they officially move outside your estate. There are, 

however, some very useful exceptions to this rule which mean that the assets 

move outside your estate, and beyond the reach of IHT, immediately. 

Every tax year, for example, you can make gifts totalling £3,000. On top of that, 

each year you can make small gifts of up to £250 to any person and to as many 

people as you like, provided you have not made any other exempt gifts to that 

person. Investing that sum annually into a Junior ISA for a grandchild or 

godchild could accumulate into a much-appreciated sum by the time they 

turned 18. Potentially the most generous exemption for IHT purposes, 

however, is the one that allows you to make regular gifts as part of normal 

expenditure from your income. These payments must be part of a regular 

pattern and may not come out of your capital. You must also keep enough 

income to maintain your standard of living, so you are unable to make gifts out 

of your salary or pension if you then have to raid your capital to pay the bills. 

Gifts that qualify as normal expenditure out of income have no specified 

maximum, though they will be limited automatically by the size of your surplus 

income. While the exemption doesn’t have to be claimed during your lifetime, 

keeping records of any gifts will help your representatives to claim it 

retrospectively. 

Remember that IHT is a complex area and, without professional help, it can be 

very easy to get things wrong.  

(Please note that this editorial applies to English/Welsh Law only) 

 

To receive a complimentary guide covering Wealth Management, Retirement 

Planning or Inheritance Tax Planning, contact Jon Ingarfill on 07870 564115 or 

by email jon.ingarfill@sjpp.co.uk or visit www.joningarfill.co.uk   

http://www.joningarfill.co.uk/
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WHERE MY CARAVAN HAS RESTED                By Denis Neilson  

 
Part 3 – Mexico, Las Vegas, and the Grand Canyon 
 
We visited Tijuana (Mexico), not the best town for our first foray into that 
country, and later trips left a much better impression.  It seemed to be very 
poor and run down yet it had many visitors.  Medicines are cheap in Mexico so 
many Americans go there to buy their medication rather than pay more at their 
local pharmacy.  Getting into Mexico had been easy; getting back into the US of 
A, not so. It was very time-consuming with slow-moving queues. The only 
interesting event was watching a sniffer dog working, fortunately it did not 
come up to us and bark and wag its tail! 
We had arranged to have the ‘Tags’ (annual vehicle registration sticker for the 
number plates) delivered to us in Las Vegas.  They were due to be changed 
around 20th December, so off across the desert towards the land of make-
believe we went.  We night-stopped at Primm on the Nevada/California border, 
adjacent to The Desperado Roller Coaster; one of the tallest and fastest roller 
coasters in the world, it has a 225-foot drop and reaches speeds of up to 80 
miles per hour. Being chicken, we resisted the temptation to try it out.  The 
following day we completed the 40-odd miles to Las Vegas and The Strip and 
soon realised that the only way to leave the city with a small fortune was to 
arrive with a large one and not spend it! 
It was around this time we realised that our adventure had changed from being 
a holiday and had become a way of life. We had been living among Americans 
on campgrounds and shopping in their stores, with such names as Piggly Wiggly 
and, of course, Wal-Mart and we were beginning to feel at home.  In Vegas we 
ended up staying not only for Christmas but well into the New Year as we 
waited out a postal strike, for we could not travel until we were re-tagged!  We 
celebrated Christmas Day by flying in a light aircraft to an area of the Grand 
Canyon in the Hualapai Nation Indian Reservation.  It was a lovely sunny day 
but with a chill in the air.  Ruth had an uncomfortable flight (turbulence) and 
the meal was not to our liking, but the scenery was absolutely fantastic and 
that made it all worthwhile. 
One might think that bringing in the New Year in Vegas, a Mecca for glitz and 
glamour, would be fantastic, but not so. The planned firework display was not 
spectacular and there was no co-ordination between the casinos; really 
disappointing. There were plenty of people on the Strip but not the 
atmosphere that you get in Edinburgh, Glasgow or even London.  A stay of 
longer than a week or so gets very tiring: you can only take so much of the 
captain going down with his ship at Treasure Island, or the dawn till dusk  
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lighting that is changed every 60 minutes inside the Venetian and you start to 
yearn for reality again.  Outside of the Strip it is an ordinary town, with ordinary 
stores and retail outlets and, of course, ordinary people. 
At last the Tags arrived, we attached them and off we went, by way of the 
Hoover Dam, tamer of the mighty Colorado River which had forged the Grand 
Canyon in the first place.  We made the mistake of stopping for the night in a 
town called Williams.  The town has a railway running through it and where the 
roads cross the line, each train must sound its whistle (or the American 
equivalent).  There are about 8 of these crossings and many trains, we heard 
every one, and the trains ran all night!  It was a great relief that the next night 
was spent sleeping soundly on the very edge of the Grand Canyon. 
For those who have never been to the Grand Canyon, arrival by road or rail 
from Williams does not prepare you for the spectacle.  The landscape is arid, 
flat and not very interesting.  It is only when you walk to the edge of the 
canyon and look across or down, that it becomes a spectacle which takes your 
breath away.  The colours and the depth of the gorge are unbelievable and 
from that height the mighty Colorado looks like a stream. If you come by train 
however, you do get some excitement, not from the views, but from the 
‘attack’ by the cowboys and indians who ride alongside the train, whooping and 
hollering.  Quite an arrival! 
One can take a trip from the North Rim to the South Rim to view the Canyon 
from the other side; hardy souls can back-pack down the steep slopes and 
steps and camp at the bottom, or hire a mule to carry the camping equipment 
(not them); those with the funds can take a helicopter ride.  We spent 3 
wonderful days there hiking and soaking up the views before leaving for 
Flagstaff where we stopped at Black Barts.  Black Barts is a typical Arizona 
general store on the outside but inside it is an emporium stocking everything 
imaginable.  It has a restaurant where the serving staff are also the cabaret, so 
your waiter takes your order then dashes off to perform on stage.   Good food 
and very professional entertainment; a nice stop.   
We drove on, through the Painted Desert and Petrified Forest, stopping next at 
Silver City whose only claim to fame, as far as we could make out, was that 
Jesse James had been held there for one night in the gaol that had since been 
demolished!  What we do remember is that it snowed there, horrible wet 
slushy stuff. 

   To be concluded  

 

LIFE ON THE WILD SIDE  by JEREMY HOLDEN 

Jeremy is currently travelling out of e-mail reach  
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Henlow Church of England Academy  
 

The Summer Term 
 
Our Year 6 pupils have been working very hard all year as they prepare to 
sit the national Year 6 SATs exams in May. These exams assess the 
children’s ability in reading, spelling, punctuation and grammar and 
mathematics. In addition, teachers’ on-going assessment of children’s 
written work will help to complete the picture. 
 
Our Year 8 pupils will then sit tests in a number of their subjects, as will 
similar age children in other middle schools. The results will be passed on 
to the upper schools to which the youngsters will be transferring in 
September. 
 
After half term, when the exam season has finished, we have a number of 
exciting activities planned. They include Year 5 children dressing in Tudor 
costume and visiting Kentwell Hall, in Suffolk; a Year 6 Activity Week and 
residential trip to a Kingswood Activity Centre in Kent; Year 7 visit to Paris; 
and a Year 8 visit to the Lake District. 
 
We also have several days scheduled when children currently Year 4 will 
visit Henlow and spend time working with older pupils, in preparation for 
their transfer next September. A similar programme is in place for our 
Year 8 pupils, who will spend a series of days visiting their new upper 
schools. 
 
Everyone is warmly invited to the P.T.A. Summer Fayre, on Friday 27th 
June which, as always, will include the Lower School Football Tournament. 
 

DIARY DATES 

 

Friday 27th June 2014 Yr 4 Soccer Tournament (from 5.00pm) and  
Summer Fayre (from 6pm) 
Wednesday 16th July 2014 .Sports Day (all day) 
Friday 18th July 2014 Year 8 Valediction (Leavers event) (7.00pm-9.30pm) 
Monday 21st July 2014 Year 8 Exhibition and Presentation Evening  
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THE LUCY PAGES 
By Lucy Standbridge 
Aged 12  
 

             
 

Spring is the time that the gardens come 
to life. You may have noticed the lovely 
flower border and boxes outside the 
village hall, and they are not planted by 
the council, but by the Meppershall 
Garden Club. I interviewed Linda Parker 
who is Secretary of the group.  
 
The Garden Club has been running for approximately 4 years, and it 
started when the Village Hall had a meeting where you would put on 
a post-it note what you would like to see in the village. Three people 
put down ‘a gardening club’ so they got in contact with each other 

and set one up. Once they had 
advertised a little, they had seven or 
eight people turn up. There are 
currently 14 people in the group, and 
they try to keep the numbers small 
because they meet up in member’s 
houses.  They volunteer to keep the 
border and planters around the village 

hall looking nice and some of the members have allotments, so they 
go and have a look around them. 
   
It’s free, and easy to join; all you need to do is speak to one of the 
members. You can speak to them either by word-of-mouth, phone 
them (numbers on their page) or email them at 
meppershallgardenclub@hotmail.co.uk. They meet every third 
Wednesday of the month in the afternoon, and it tends to be the 
newly retired, or people who don’t work anymore, although you can 
be any age to come along. “It is mainly women that come along, but 
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that’s not to say men can’t come”.  As 
well as looking after the Village Hall 
plants, they go and look around garden 
centres. I asked Linda what her 
favourite flower was and she said: “It 
depends on what time of year it is, but 
at the moment I like hardy Salvias". 
They sometimes have their meetings in 
a garden centre, along with teas and 
coffees. The group enjoys having a look 
around each other’s gardens and allotments, and giving each other 
tips. You don’t necessarily have to have any gardening experience to 
come along, just an interest in gardens and gardening. “It is more 
social than hands-on planting, as we like to have a look around and 
see what other people have been up to in their free time”. Every year 
at the Summer Fair, they have a stall to sell flowers and plants, and 
to let you know more about what they’ve recently been up to, so 
why not pop along and see them?   
 
________________________________________________________ 

 
THE BEDFORD MODEL ENGINEERING SOCIETY 

SUMMERFIELD MINIATURE RAILWAY 
(Off A600 just past Haynes bend) 

PUBLIC RUNNING DAYS IN 2014 
From 11.00 am to 4.00 pm 

June  September  

Sunday 8th  Sunday 21st 
Sunday  22nd  October  
July  Sunday 19th  
Sunday 13th  December  
August  Saturday  &   Sunday   

Santa   Specials 
Pre-booking essential 

6th & 7th 
Wednesday 6th  

Wednesday 13th  
Bank Holiday: Sun & 
Mon 

24 &25th   

Sunday 31st   

http://r.search.yahoo.com/_ylt=Az_6xdeeD21TOi0AZhxWBQx.;_ylu=X3oDMTBpcGszamw0BHNlYwNmcC1pbWcEc2xrA2ltZw--/RV=2/RE=1399685151/RO=11/RU=http:/www.yougarden.com/Flowers/Perennials/Cottage-Garden-Perennials/Pack-of-10-hardy-Salvia-Hot-Lips-plugs_48-0115.htm/RK=0/RS=ms5a4.Mo6XbIiqYAkCpyGv9IVLk-
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“What’s The Jamboree?”  
Back in September, I 
attended a selection camp 
for the World Scout 
Jamboree (to be held in 
Kiara-Hama, Japan in 2015), 
alongside 52 other scouts 
and explorer scouts from 
around Bedfordshire. The 
process was stringent but I 
was still successfully 
selected as one of 27 scouts and explorers (we have since been joined by 7 girl guides 
from East Anglia and 2 from Gibraltar) who will be attending the World Scout 
Jamboree in Japan of the summer of next year. 
A question I’m often asked is “What’s the jamboree?” A World Scout Jamboree is a 
giant scout camp, where 30,000 scouts and guides from around the world will be 
camping on one site for 12 days of activities and meeting new friends. The jamboree 
is held every 4 years, and next summer it will be held in Japan. The 2007 World Scout 
Jamboree was in Sweden and in 20-19 it will be held in the USA. The Japanese 
jamboree will have emphasis on both technology and history.  2015 is the 70th 
anniversary of the nuclear bomb drops, so we will be visiting the site of Hiroshima. 
The jamboree site is also equal distance between Hiroshima and Nagasaki.  
We will spend around 3 ½ weeks in Japan. For 12 days we will be at the jamboree, 
swapping badges, meeting new people from around the world and trying new things. 
We will also spend some time staying in Tokyo, experiencing a completely new 
culture. The remainder of our time in Japan will be ‘HoHo’ where, in pairs, we will be 
staying with Japanese families or scout groups to experience what it’s really like in 
Japan. 
A trip of a lifetime like this doesn’t come cheap, and each of us has to raise £3,400. I 
am currently doing very well, and already have over £2,300, from running events 
such as my pudding party and Japanese themed evening, as well as bag packs and 
cake stalls plus donations from Biggleswade district scouting and Meppershall Parish 
Council. 
I am kindly asking for donations, of any size, to help me with my fundraising. I would 
also be grateful to hear from you if you think your workplace would be interested in 
supporting me. Thank you very much in advance. I also have the Bedfordshire unit 
badges for sale, at £3 each. Please email me for an image.      
Emilia De Luca 
For more details and information about donating or the jamboree:  
emilia.deluca.1999@gmail.com 
Donate on my BT donate page: https://mydonate.bt.com/fundraisers/emiliadeluca1 
or alternatively write a cheque to ‘Bedfordshire County Scout Council’ and leave it in 
an envelope addressed to me and left in St. Marys church.  

mailto:emilia.deluca.1999@gmail.com
https://mydonate.bt.com/fundraisers/emiliadeluca1
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The Longest Running Show in Town! 

 

W&H Peacock auction sales have been a regular attraction in Bedford since 1901, 
with the saleroom crowded and people eager to bid for the wide variety of goods 
going under the hammer. Now with over 100 years of experience, the Auction Centre 
is still going strong. For many avid followers, it’s the longest running show in town! 
The benefit of buying from an open auction is the fact that you only pay what the 
market demands and of course the entertainment and adrenaline of bidding against  
others is totally free. 
So next week why not try something completely different and experience the thrill of 
a real auction sale – but beware, you may get hooked! If however you are concerned 
that bidding nerves may get the better of you or you’ll stand rigid to the spot in fear 
of ‘doing it wrong’ – here are a few pointers to get you started: 
Viewing of Lots  The first and most important rule for the novice buyer is to inspect 
the lots thoroughly before bidding. It is up to the prospective purchaser to discover 
any imperfections – Caveat emptor (buyer beware). Sales in Bedford are held each 
Saturday, and to allow ample time for inspection, the Auction Centre is open for 
viewing from 9.00 to 8.00pm the day prior to the sale and from 9.00am on the 
morning of the sale. Also, speak to the staff – friendly, helpful and more than happy  
to share their knowledge & experience with you.  
How Much to Bid Your maximum bid should be the figure above which you are 
definitely not willing to purchase – remembering of course that there is usually the 
auctioneer’s buyer’s premium to add to the final payment price. So be warned, know 
the price you are willing to pay and don’t be tempted to commit yourself any higher.  
Commission Bids If you are unable to attend on the sale day you may take advantage 
of the facility to leave a written bid. Bidding slips are provided and the auctioneer will 
execute your bids faithfully; that is to say he will bid for you, exactly as though you 
were bidding yourself and will purchase as cheaply as other bids allow, up to the  
maximum stipulated.  
These busy weekly auctions are complimented by monthly Fine Art and Antique sales, 
a regular calendar of specialist auctions and commercial sales both on company 
premises and in house. In addition, our offices in St. Neots and Leamington Spa also 
hold weekly auctions. This means that we are amongst the largest provincial auction 
companies in the UK and are the automatic choice for private and professional clients 
requiring chattel auction and valuation advice. 
 
For more information contact  
W&H Peacock Auctioneers & Valuers  
26 Newnham Street, Bedford MK40 3JR 
Tel: 01234 266 366  
Email: info@peacockauction.co.uk 
www.peacockauction.co.uk  

info@peacockauction.co.uk
http://www.peacockauction.co.uk/
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Local Crime Message 

 

Incident Type:  Burglary and Shed Burglary. 

Location:  Fildyke Road, Meppershall. 

Date and Time:  Between 10th May at 10:00 and 12th May at 12:36. 

Incident Details:  

Location 1 - Offenders have entered the premises by standing on a 
garden chair and forcing a window with garden implements. 
A search has been made. 
A flat screen TV, jewellery and cash have been taken. 
Location 2 - Offenders have forced open the shed door by unknown 
means. Nothing has been taken. 

Crime Reference:  JD / 18126 / 2014 and JD / 18078 / 2014. 

Crime 
Reduction 
Advice:  

Keep doors locked, even when you are in the house or garden. 
Secure gates, keep fences and walls in good repair and consider 
defensive planting or trellis. 
Keep garden tools locked away to avoid them being used to 
force a door or window. 
Don't leave out anything that could be used as a climbing aid, 
either to reach a window or into a neighbour’s garden. 
Ensure that you have good lighting around the premises. 
Report any suspicious activity in neighbouring gardens. 
Be aware of the sounds of breaking glass. 

 

Register Your New Vaulaubles for Free at 
https://www.immobilise.com/view.php#registration 

If you have information about any crime or suspicious activity please call 
the Control Room on 1 0 1 

Text your message to 07786 200011 

Alternatively you can contact the independent charity Crimestoppers, 
anonymously, on 0800 555 111, or online at www.crimestoppers-uk.org 
No personal details are taken, information is not traced or recorded and 

you will not go to court. 
 

 
 

  

https://www.immobilise.com/view.php#registration
http://www.crimestoppers-uk.org/
http://www.ringmaster-messaging.co.uk/
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 MEPPERSHALL SUMMER 

  

 SATURDAY 28 JUNE 2014 
1pm-5pm: Field behind Village Hall, SG17 5LX 

          Free Entry! 
RAF SPITFIRE FLY-PAST – look up into the sky and see this historic 
aircraft fly over Meppershall. Where else can you see a Spitfire fly for 
free? 
THE GREAT MEPPERSHALL BAKE-OFF -  
Have you returned your Bake-Off competition 
entry yet?  Details, including classes, entry 
forms and guidelines can be downloaded 
from www.meppershall.org  via our Facebook 
page or a registration form collected from the 
Meppershall & Shillington Post Office.  
Registration for the competition must be 
completed by Thursday 26 June.  
Make sure you visit this exciting new 
marquee with all it has to offer –  
Competitions, organic home baking, preserves, cakes, confections, 
cookery equipment etc. 
REFRESHMENTS – Will include the ever popular St Mary’s Tea Tent, a 
Beer and Pimms Tent and our regular catering of burgers, Ice cream, 
candyfloss, Popcorn etc. In addition this year we will have Tai and 
Indian street food to temp you. 
 

Look out for more details on our fair in this edition of the 
Messenger  

FAIR! 

 

http://www.meppershall.org/
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MEPPERSHALL SUMMER 

 

 

SATURDAY 28 JUNE 2014 

    More News  
Here is an update on some of our NEW attractions: 

GO KARTZ – Children’s activity 

We hear this all the time -'I want another go...' ,  
kids love the opportunity to drive for themselves 
and parents love the safe atmosphere and seeing 
their child's coordination improve in front of 
their eyes....  Come and join us at the 
Meppershall Summer Fair. 

FERRET RACING – A chance to meet the owners, ask for help and 
advice on keeping and racing Ferrets whilst cheering the little fellers 
on!   
RAFFLE AND OPEN AUCTION – Come along to the Raffle Stall and 
enter the “Food Glorious Food” draw with magnificent hampers and 
dining experiences for prizes. In addition this year we will be offering 
exciting treats and experiences as an Open Auction – this means you 
can see the highest bid so far and can beat it if you really want to win 
that prize! 

Can you help us? 
VOLUNTEERS REQUIRED – We need helpers on the day. If you can 
spare an hour or so please do give us a call. Jobs include helping set 
up in the morning and selling Programmes and Raffle Tickets during 
the afternoon. (Sat 28th June) 
Please remember we are raising funds for our village and won’t it 
be great to see a Meppershall Firework display again this year? 
Please call Linda Primett on 01462 815629 or email 
lindaprimett@hotmail.co.uk  

FAIR! 

mailto:lindaprimett@hotmail.co.uk
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CALENDAR OF MEPPERSHALL EVENTS 

 
June 2014 

Sunday 1st    

Shefford Summer Fete & Music 
Festival 

1.00 – 8.00 pm Grounds of Shefford 
memorial Hall 

Monday 2nd    

Brownie indoor campfire 6.00 – 7.30 pm Village hall 

Thursday 5th    

Pop up Cafe 1.30 – 3.00 pm Village Hall 
Sunday 8th    

Village Hall AGM 6.00 pm Village Hall 

Monday 9th    

Parish Council Meeting 7.45 pm Village Hall 
Wednesday 18th    

Meppershall Players AGM 7.30 pm Village Hall 

Saturday 28th    

Meppershall Summer Fair 1.00 – 5.00 pm Foster's Field 
 

July 2014 
Wednesday 2nd    

Players’ Panto.Read-Through 7.30pm Village Hall 

Saturday 5th- Sunday 6th   

24 Hour Bike Ride for Sue Ryder’s 
St.John’s Hospice, Moggerhanger 

  

Wednesday 9th   

Players’ Panto Auditions 7.30pm Village Hall 

Saturday 12th   

Karen’s Karaoke  Social Club 

 
 

  



29 

 

The Meppershall Festival 2014 
 
The truly remarkable thing about The Meppershall Festival each year is the way that 
it caters for such a huge diversity of tastes. 
 

The afternoon of Saturday 17th May saw a big 
group of enthusiastic people, mainly of the 
younger variety, learning and practising the 
Salsa under the inspiring tuition of Roberto 
from the Salsa Trio Lowry.  It was near 
impossible to keep still when the Village Hall 
was filled with those infectious latin rhythms, 
and even watching from the safety of the 
sidelines it was obvious that the dancers were 
really enjoying themselves.  The same could be 

said of the more senior citizens who came to partake of tea and cakes, liberally 
provided by the ladies of St Mary's. 
Later that day at the evening concert the diversity was in the talents of the 
performers and it really is amazing what variety our small village can offer.  Following 
the pattern that has now become established, the first half of the show was devoted 
to the youngest performers and we heard singers and instrumentalists.  As ever, it 
would be invidious to select individuals for special mention but the audience reaction 
made it clear that they loved the Brownies singing and equally loved the Meppershall 
Academy Choir – we are so lucky to have such a musical school. 
Then the second half demonstrated that those talented youngsters were bred by an 
equally talented older generation.  One of the best things about these Festivals is that 
we see people that we know in different contexts and we can say "I didn't know she 
could sing" or "I didn't know he was a poet".  But as well as surprises there were 
many old favourites, if "old" is an appropriate word for Lucy Standbridge, Louis 
Bradshaw, Gemma Parr-Smith and Jayd Johnson.  Further down the programme were 
some equally popular but more "mature" artistes, such as Karen Mitchell and the 
Meppershall Village Choir.  A spot of variety was added by the fascinating story telling 
of Bob Wilkins (from Arlesey!) and the Meppershall Gnomes sought to publicise their 
telephone help line by providing much needed help to Liza (Kim Tyler) after the 
lamentable failure of Henry (Denis Neilson). 
That a great time was had by all is as much due to the organisers as to the 
performers.  Thanks for the Salsa session go to Carolyn Holmes and for the evening  
to Colette House who also provided the excellent compere for the evening in the 
shape of her son Ashley and, of course, to the great team responsible for sound, 
lighting, ticket sales, front of house etc; one of the most enjoyable aspects of the 
Festival is that it involves so much of the village in one way or another.  
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PUZZLE PAGE 

Su Doku 121 - Hard 

 

 

Su Doku 122 - Medium 

 

The objective is to fill a 9×9 grid with digits so that each column, each row, and each of the 
nine 3×3 sub-grids that compose the grid contains all of the digits from 1 to 9 
 
(Solutions on page 33 – with thanks to Paul Smith for a fresh delivery of puzzles)  

6 8 2 3

6 1

3 9

1 2 8

5 4

4 8 9

3 7 5 4

4 5 6

1

5 8 3

7 3 2 4

7 9

4 8 6

8 9 5

3 9 6 7

2

1
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MEPPERSHALL SOCIAL CLUB 
 

2nd Sundays : Quiz Night 
Quiz Master Paul Carne at 7:30 pm 

£1 per person. No maximum team size 
Half money taken will be 1st prize, the rest will go to charity – see 

below. 
 

Meppershall Social Club is resuming its Annual Snooker Tournament,  
Check your closets and get your cues out and dust them off. 

Please contact Luke Harris on 07527 594145 to enter your name 
into the Draw. 

Open to 18+ years of age with a £3.00 entry fee. 
 

Alternatively if snooker isn't your game how about an Annual Darts 
Tournament? Luke would gladly arrange this for you if you contact 

him on the above number. 
 

Meat & Fish raffle: Draw every Friday at 9.00 pm, after Bingo. 
  

Saturday 7th June: Karen's Karaoke 
 

The new Committee and Club members have decided that the 
charities for this year will be: 

Bedford Critical Care & Macmillan Uro-oncology Specialist Nurses. 
Proceeds from the bottle on the bar and selected charity events will 

be split 50/50 between the above charities. 

Meppershall Social Club now has an email address of:- 

meppershallsocialclub@outlook.com for any queries or enquiries. 

 

mailto:meppershallsocialclub@outlook.com
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Robbery – Lucas Way, Shefford  

A woman was hit in the face on Wednesday 30th April as three men entered her 
home in Lucas Way, Shefford and demanded money.  The robbery happened at 
about 5.10pm, when the 31 year old woman was at home with her young 
children. 

She had just waved off a friend and had gone back into the house, leaving her 
front door unlocked.  When she turned round, she saw that a man had come 
through the doorway, followed by two others.  They threatened to harm her 
children if she did not hand over money and also kicked her and grabbed her 
round the face to stop her screaming. She was able to kick one in the groin and 
eventually they ran off empty handed, other than picking up her purse on the 
way out. It was a small black leather Jimmy Choo purse, decorated with gold-
coloured studs, containing £40.  They ran out of the house and went right, then 
left, and right near some fields leading to the A600, probably to a waiting car.  

The offenders are described as: 

 Mixed-race man, about 30 years, 5ft 8ins tall, short dark hair and wearing 
a navy blue hoody 

 Asian man, about 5ft 8ins tall with a bobble hat, dark hoody and red scarf 
 Asian man, about 5ft 8ins tall, with a red scarf and blue hoody  

Det.Con. Surinder Ram, of Bedford CID, said: “This was an appalling and 
shocking attack on a woman in her own home, and in front of her children. 
She’s been left bruised and understandably, very scared.” 

“We know that people saw the three offenders running away down Lucas Way 
– we’re hoping that someone else has seen them in the area and saw them 
getting in a car. If you saw anyone at all who fits this description in the area at 
the time please call us – every bit of information is important.” 

Det.Con. Ram can be contacted direct on 01234 275347, or anonymously via 
independent charity  Crimestoppers on 0800 555111.  
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Solution to Su Doku 121 
 

 
 
 
Solution to Su Doku 122 

 

 
 

 
 
  

6 9 8 2 1 4 5 7 3

4 3 7 9 5 6 1 2 8

5 1 2 8 3 7 4 9 6

1 7 4 3 2 9 8 6 5

8 5 9 7 6 1 3 4 2

3 2 6 5 4 8 9 1 7

9 6 3 1 8 2 7 5 4

7 4 5 6 9 3 2 8 1

2 8 1 4 7 5 6 3 9

5 8 9 6 4 3 1 2 7

4 1 2 5 7 8 3 6 9

7 6 3 2 1 9 4 5 8

6 2 7 1 9 5 8 3 4

9 5 4 8 3 6 2 7 1

1 3 8 7 2 4 6 9 5

3 9 5 4 6 1 7 8 2

8 7 1 3 5 2 9 4 6

2 4 6 9 8 7 5 1 3
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FILM REVIEW                                          By Carlie Newman 

 

With many twists BEFORE THE WINTER CHILL 

(cert.15 1 hr 43 mins.) gradually reveals itself to be more 

than the straightforward domestic drama that it at first 

appears to be.  Kristin Scott Thomas plays Lucie, the wife of 

a successful 

doctor, who 

believes she 

shares the 

perfect life 

with him. But 

her husband 

Paul (Daniel 

Auteuil), a 

neurosurgeon, 

becomes obsessed with a beautiful young woman whom he 

meets in a café and who claims to be a former patient. He 

sees the young woman, Lou (Leila Bekhti) everywhere he 

goes and when he starts to receive bouquets of flowers he 

suspects that Lou is keen on him. 

Meanwhile Lucie confides her worries about her failing 

marital relationship to Paul's best friend, Gerard (Richard 

Berry). However she feels compelled to repel his advances, 

while Paul continues trying to find out who Lou is and what  
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she is up to. And like much of the rest of the film, it is not 

clear what exactly her real life is. She is certainly not the 

student she professes to be. 

By this time the film has developed into a tense thriller and 

we are as eager as Paul to discover what is going on. Thatwe 

are never told the whole story is presumably what the 

director Philippe Claudel intends.  

The movie is like a film by Michael Haneke (and Auteuil 

starred in Haneke's film Hidden), but not quite as expertly 

put together as the German director's. There are some well-

shot scenes, however, particularly one where Auteuil 

searches for Lou and comes across a line of prostitutes lining 

the road looking for clients.  

Scott Thomas starred in Claudel's excellent film, I've Loved 

You So Long as a woman newly released from prison. She 

puts in another intelligent performance here. Auteuil is also 

most convincing as her husband and the two work well 

together. In fact there are three main parts and newcomer 

Bekhti shows that she can not only hold her own but give us 

her own sense of mystery as she follows the doctor around. 

There are, of course, a number of twists, most of which 

come as a surprise to the viewer. As with Haneke's films, 

what you don't see in this movie is as important as what you 

do see.  
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The Players have been busy planning ahead for this year and next, so after much 
discussion, this is what we hope to do: 
 

I don’t know about the rest of you but I could do with a few more 
hours in a day!  The Players have added an extra event to the 
calendar for this year: we will be at the Shefford Summer Fete on 
Sunday 1st June from 1pm-5pm promoting the Players and hopefully 
our Summer Fair on the Saturday 28th June.  
 
The Players’ AGM is on Wednesday 18th June 2014, 7.30pm at the 
Village Hall. This is open to non-members as well as the usual 
suspects, and it’s a great time to come and find out what the Players 
are all about. 
 
On Saturday 28th June 2014, the Players are at the Meppershall 
Summer Fair, with an Arena Display, a something for everyone 
Tombola, plus Pantomime 2014 tickets on Sale. So come and say 
hello (we’re a friendly bunch). 
 
Pantomime read-through will be on Wednesday 2nd July 2014,  
7.30pm, at the Village Hall Meppershall; come along if you’re 
interested in appearing in this year’s Pantomime. Pantomime 
Auditions, Wednesday 9th July 2014, at the Village Hall, 7.30pm 9-
15yrs (Children in this age group must be accompanied by an adult); 
8.00pm for age 16- 90+yrs.  
 

Players’ Summer Break will be 11th -25th August 2014.  
 
Players’ Pantomime 2014 is Beauty and the Beast: performances will 
be on Fri 28th & Sat 29th November & Fri 5th & Sat 6th December. 
Ticket prices will be: Sat Matinees £6, concessions £5; Evenings £8, 
concessions £7.  Last night: £9 - no concessions. 
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The Read through of VE/VJ celebration/ commemoration production 
(title still to be decided) will be on Wed 7th January 2015, 7.30pm at 
the Village Hall. Auditions will be on Wed 14th January 2015, at the 
Village Hall, 7.30pm and performances will be on Fri 8th & Sat 9th May 
2015 at 7.45pm at the Village Hall.  Tickets will be £10 with no 
concessions but the price includes food.   
 
Pantomime 2015 is Robin Hood on 27th & 28th Nov & Fri 4th & 5th Dec.  
 
The Meppershall Players do have their own page on Facebook, which 
will be updated the first Monday of every month.   
If you use the Village Hall don’t forget to check out the notice boards 
in the front entrance. We always have plenty of information about 
the Players on the board. 
 
For those of you who enjoy singing, Karen’s Karaoke is at 
Meppershall Social Club once a month throughout the year on the 
following dates:  
Sat 7th June, Sat 12th July, Sat 2nd Aug, Sat 13th Sep, Sat 4th Oct,  
Sat 1st Nov. so come along and enjoy a sing song in a friendly 
atmosphere. 

 
The Players meet every Wednesday evening at 7.30pm at the Village 
Hall. Membership is free and we welcome anyone from the age of 9 
years to 90+. To indulge in all areas of theatrical performances, from 
set building to costumes, directing to acting, make-up to song & 
dance.    
 
If you are interested in any of the above we look forward to meeting 
you. 
                
Karen Mitchell (Players Chairman) 01462 816336 
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Our meetings this year all have a different theme as chosen by the host.  We 
enjoyed a lovely ‘afternoon tea’ at the Sugar Loaf last month; many thanks to 
Jenny for putting on such a wonderful spread. The next meeting will be on 
‘Herbs’, and not just growing them! More news on this next time. 
We are now in preparation for our stall at the Summer Fair. We plan to offer a 
‘Country Living theme’ with a range of garden related items and produce for 
sale. Let’s hope for another sunny day!  
One of our members, Linda Parker, recently had a holiday visiting the gardens 
of Provence.  One of the guides taking tours was a garden expert called Alan 
Mason who has been head gardener at various stately homes and has made 
several gardening programmes for channel 4.  He has a wealth of knowledge 
about gardens and gave Linda and the group lots of tips that she would like to 
share us. Here are some of them:  

♣ Use chamomile tea to control damping-off fungus, which often attacks young 
seedlings quite suddenly.  Just add a spot of tea to the soil around the base of 
seedlings once a week or use it as a foliar spray. 

♣ Little clay pots make great cloches for protecting young plants from sudden, 
overnight frosts and freezes. 

♣ To prevent the line of your string trimmer from jamming or breaking, treat 
with a spray vegetable oil before installing it in the trimmer. 
 
Thank you Linda we look forward to hearing more another month. 
Another tip that must be mentioned is from Viv Harvey –  

♣ This year’s recommended garden compost is ‘J Arthur Bowers Traditional’ – 
Thanks Viv, it’s great to hear from you again! 
 
Thank you to all our members for making our MGC pages in the Messenger so 
informative. It’s great to be able to share your wealth of experience. 
Loving those Majestic Tulips standing like soldiers in planters everywhere! 
Now over to Marcia, for more garden related visits: 
 
We have had some wonderful warm spring- like days to be able to get out into 
our gardens and feast our eyes on the array of spring flowers, and also the 
wonderful tree blossom, which has been quite spectacular this year. 
This month the residents of many local villages open their gardens for us to 
visit. Each one allows us to see how others create interesting and individual 
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gardens. I always come away with ideas of plants to grow and where to grow 
them, plus innovative ways to use garden space!  
I have included local villages hosting ‘Open Gardens’ for each week-end in June. 
Sunday 8th June 
Beeston Open Gardens, Beeston Nr Sandy, Beds. 2.00-6.00pm 
Some new gardens have been added this year 
which have not opened before. 
Refreshments and homemade cakes are 
available at:  16 The Green. The plant stall is 
next to the Village notice board on The 
Green. 
Tickets:   £3.00 adult, under 13’s free, 
available at either end of The Green.  
Saturday 14th June   Woburn Village Open Gardens, Beds. 10.30am-6.30pm 
At least a dozen gardens open, plus scarecrows on The Green opposite ‘Inn at 
Woburn’ and around the village. 
Refreshments available at Woburn Lower School and at some gardens. 
Tickets: £ 4.00 plus programme, available at Heritage Centre in Old St Mary’s or 
on The Green. 
Saturday 21st and Sunday 22nd    June  Clophill Open Gardens, Beds. 
 12noon - 6pm 
Fourteen or more gardens are open. 
Refreshments are available at St Mary’s Church; there is also a plant stall here. 
Tickets: £5, valid for both days and accompanied children are free. 
Programmes are available from St Mary’s Church, Methodist Church and the 
Village Green. 
Sunday 29th June  
Old Warden Village Open Gardens, Beds. 2.00-5.00pm 
There will be seven gardens available to view. I can personally recommend this 
event; the gardens are beautifully kept with a mixture of perennial planting, 
formal kitchen gardens, and rose gardens. 
Refreshments are available at the Village Hall where there is also a plant stall. 
Tickets: £4, children free, available at the Village Hall. 
All proceeds from the ‘Open Gardens’ scheme support various local charities.  
An English country garden in June is a special experience, that wonderful 
fragrance of the roses...                                                             Marcia Bairstow 

Contacts for The Meppershall Garden Club: 
Linda Parker   01462 815114 or 
Kim Lee Tyler                01462 811750 or 

 Sarah Till    01462  817176 or 
e-mail at: meppershallgardenclub@hotmail.co.uk  
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Lewis's Further Adventures  
 
Testing Days in Wales. 
 
Twelve months had passed in a flash, all the nominated establishments had 
been visited and relationships established. A farewell lunch with the engineers 
at EMI and the invitation to call at any time was somewhat pleasing. 
 
I had to arrange to get the Repair Vehicles up to TEGWRA, the R.A. were 
responsible for the FCE 7 Mk4 (Yellow Fever). My faithful Singer Gazelle was 
loaded up with two ‘volunteer’ Sergeants and with a 4 a.m. start, off we rolled 
to Marshalls, checked and signed off the Instrument Repair Vehicle and then on 
to Old Dalby for a similar procedure with the Radar Repair Vehicle and 
Meadows Generator, which was fitted with an on-mounted 400 Hertz 
Alternator powered from the Meadows.  We trundled off to Wellington, where 
we parked up -  the Crescent was just about filled with Military Vehicles! Fran's 
mother having been pre-warned, bustled around feeding everyone! 
 
On to Ty-Croes, arriving in the Camp at 01.00 hrs - these late arrivals were 
becoming a habit. The trials site was located on the headland, very exposed to 
the wind and rain but well away from the other equipments undergoing their 
own trials: Thunderbird was still being fired regularly. The repair vehicles had to 
be carefully sited so that the line of sight from the FCE to the approaching test 
aircraft would not be disrupted. Back into uniform, leather winter-warm and 
Wellington boots were the order of the day.  Two Gunner Sergeants crewed 
the FCE and they soon became very skilled in controlling the beast. One of 
them was married to a local lass whose family owned the grocery shop in Ty-
Croes village, so we became members of the ‘special offer list’, to the delight of 
the mem-sahib. I had a sergeant instrument technician and a corporal radar 
technician as my immediate support in maintaining the systems. 
 
Another AQMS and his wife, close friends, unfortunately decided to separate 
and we were asked to take over the family dog, a lovely black standard poodle 
called Manny. He became my constant companion on site unless our new born 
daughter was out in her high pram; then he curled up underneath it and woe 
betide anyone who approached. 
 
We had a nominated aircraft for the trials, a Canberra, based at the R.A.E, 
Farnborough: it would fly a variety of approach patterns which the FCE crew  
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would intercept and track with control and firing of a non-existent gun. 
Everything was monitored and recorded at the control room. 
 
Naturally faults occurred on the system and most repairs had to be carried out 
during the silent hours to ensure optimum performance during the active trial 
daylight hours; there were also night trials to ensure overall system 
competence.  On many nights there would be a hammering on the door of the 
repair vehicle with a command from Fran, my wife saying " Your time here is up 
Birt, come on home NOW"; of course I had to comply! 
 
During sunny days the rear door of the RRV would be open and Manny lay 
indulging himself fast asleep in the doorway; a SMIG (Sergeant Major Instructor 
of Gunnery) wanted to get into the vehicle to talk to me, he poked Manny with 
his swagger stick, Manny with a toss of the head, grasped the stick and 
removed it from the grasp of the SMIG and proceeded to shred it very 
effectively, The SMIG (a pompous gentleman) did not appear on the site during 
the rest of the trial! 
 
As always in trials, certain runs had to be repeated. I also had to ensure the 
repair vehicles were up to scratch to provide the full support capability. The 
hydraulic crane proved to be somewhat difficult to control, particularly under 
full load in high windy conditions. It was replaced with a swing girder device 
with a chain operated block and tackle which proved more reliable.  As the 
trials were run down, there was a hell of a lot of official documentation to be 
completed, the repair vehicles had to be serviced and returned to Old Dalby: 
the R. A. were responsible for the FCE. 
 
Another chapter in life's rich panoply came to a close. I was able to stand in for 

other duties with the Thunderbird trials and also spend a little more time with 

the family but it didn't last long: a call from my OC – "come in Lew, they want 

you to join 7 Artillery Brigade in B.A.O.R." - another door had opened! 

 
W.O.2 AQMS Lewis Birt R.E.M.E. 
 
To be continued 
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Parents, Grandparents, & Childminders are all welcome! 
What’s happening in June? 
On 3rd June we have our Messy play week with a food theme. This free session is linked with Shefford 
Orchard Centre. So old clothes essential! We then have our Seaside themed week with Robo-fishes 
swimming in water, followed by transport week with all our ride-ons out, then finally our home week, 
when we will transform our play house into a little home! 

Standalone Farm Visit. 
For those who attend at least 6 Tots sessions by and including 8th July 2014, 
we will provide you and your children with tickets to go Standalone Farm with 
us on 15th July.  (only one adult per family).  All you will need to bring along is 
your picnic and a teddy. We will have use of a party barn to store our things 
and use if weather is not so good.  This will replace our normal session in the 
village hall. Please come along and ask for a loyalty card if you are interested. 

New Committee. 
On 9th May we held our AGM at ‘The Loft’ in Shefford.  A great evening was had by all. We now have 
Hayley as our new Chair, and Justine as our new Secretary, and would like to thank Angela our 
Treasurer for standing again! We also properly welcomed our newest committee member Nicola. We 
thanked Katherine our Secretary who stepped down, and I was thanked as the Chair who also stepped 
down. I have thoroughly enjoyed my time on the committee, and will continue to support this wonderful 
group until the end the term. I will also be handing over the writing of this page next month, so look out 
for the fresh look!  

Meppershall Summer Fair. 
This year Tots and Pre-school have joined forces again and will be offering lots of exciting activities for 
all ages at Meppershall Summer fair on the afternoon of Saturday 28th June. Please pencil this date into 
your diaries, and lets all help make it even more fun than last year if that is at all possible. 

Come and join the fun at Meppershall village hall, 
 every Tuesday in term time from 1:30 till 3pm.   

Under 1’s 50p * Under 3’s £1.00 * Under 5’s £1.50  
FIRST VISIT FREE - MAX ENTRY £2 (exc. parties) 

Craft, drink & healthy snack included each week  
 Look for Meppershall Tots on facebook, or email meppershalltots@hotmail.co.uk  

 Please ring Hayley on 07749 970742 for more information 

Come and join the fun at Meppershall village hall, 
 every Tuesday in term time from 1:30 till 3pm.    
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Ponderings 
Doesn’t time fly? We did manage to get to the allotment before half term with the 
children, thanks to extra help from staff, parents and children who spent a few hours 
one Sunday digging it over! The runner beans are in and growing nicely, which links 
well to the next topic this term which is ‘Growing, looking after ourselves, and 
keeping safe’.  
 
Thank you to all the people who have also helped us raise funds so far this year for 
extra resources. Just before half term we raised £225 doing a bag pack at 
Morrison’s, and the children are currently taking part in a fantastic ‘Sponsored find’ 
which they started over half term.  
 
What’s happening in June? 

This month we will all be sounding out the letters ‘Ii, Ff, Bb, Ll, and Ee’. 
On Wednesday 4th June we have a bags2school collection of all unwanted clothes. 
Please drop any bags off in the village hall car park before 9am that morning. 
On Saturday 28th June we will be having lots of fun at the Summer Fair, and keeping 
our fingers crossed for fine weather. 
The 25th June is the date set for our ‘Mini Sports Day’! The children are usually 
delighted when practicing for this event, and love all the attention on the day. 
 
We are looking to recruit qualified relief staff to join our thriving village pre-school. 
Successful candidates may be required to work at short notice to cover staff 
sickness, holidays and training.  If you really enjoy working with children, please ring 
Debbie on 07713 627376. We are committed to offering Equal Opportunities in 
Employment, and follow strict Safeguarding and Safer Recruiting Procedures. 
 

We are now enrolling for September. If your little one is ready to make new friends 
and enjoy our stimulating, safe environment, please ring Tamsin any morning in term 
time on the number below to book a visit.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Ofsted Registration Number: 219293                                     Registered Charity: 1031913  

Meppershall Pre-school located in Meppershall Village Hall, can take up to 

24 children in each session from in and around the surrounding areas. 
 Priority is given to funded children, 

 but we also have limited spaces for 2 year olds.  
Please ring Tamsin on 07816 357159, email info@meppershall-ps.co.uk, or  

visit www.meppershall-ps.co.uk to find out more about the 
Early Years Foundation Stage and exceptional care we offer. 
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SPEED WATCH GROUP 

 

In our locality, the Speed Watch Groups in 
Arlesey, Campton, Langford, Meppershall and 
Shefford continue to provide traffic calming 
visits. 

 
For the most part, drivers have to be thanked for 
driving with care and consideration through our village, 
but unfortunately there are always those who exceed 
the limit. Fifty four vehicles have been reported this 
year in one village alone. 
 
Our local Joint Speed Watch Group has now expanded 
to cover the whole of Bedfordshire. With the benefit of 
a small grant from the Police and Crime Commissioner, 
the new Bedfordshire Community Speed Watch Group 
will be able to supply various promotional items to 
volunteers attending local village and town events to 
advertise the work of the group, and attract new 
volunteers. 
 
Thank you for driving within the speed limits. Slower 
Speeds = Safe and Happy People. 
 

Terry Cobb – Speed Watch Co-ordinator – 9.4.14. 
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What'sit? 
 

The Messenger is delighted to announce that it is responding yet again to a 
suggestion made at the AGM.  We were told that the magazine needed more 
quizzes and similar and someone – it might even have been the Editor – 
thought of the features that have often run in newspapers, where a picture is 
shown of some local item but taken out of context or from an unusual angle. I 
asked John Chapman if he could provide a series of appropriate pictures, and 
he responded immediately. 
 
All the objects in the pictures are in Meppershall and are readily visible if you 
think of looking.  We will publish one picture each month, starting now, and in 
the following month, as well as the next challenge, we will publish a picture 
that reveals all about the last one.  
 
This is not a competition in the sense that we are inviting you to send in 
answers, but it is a challenge:  see if you can do better than your friends and 
neighbours. 
 
So here is the first picture: 
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Central 
Bedfordshire 
Scam Aware 
 
These two scams were circulated recently by Central Beds Trading 
Standards Dept. For more information on current scams and how to 
recognise them, visit the Trading Standards page of Central Beds 
website.  
 
The Trading Standards team would like to take this opportunity to remind 
consumers to be wary of any letters, emails or phone calls they receive 
informing them of a lottery or prize draw win.  
 
We have had a report from a consumer who has received a letter from 
"Euro Millions Lottery International" informing that they have won a large 
amount of money. The letter gives the following address: "10 King 
William Street, London, EC4N 7TW" and states that in order to claim the 
prize, the addressee should call the following telephone number "02033 
185277" (please note, these details may differ on different letters). In this 
case, the consumer did phone the number out of interest and was 
subsequently asked to fax specific personal and bank details. Thankfully, 
they decided not to.  
 
Based on the information provided we believe this letter to be part of a 
scam and we would advise anyone to act with extreme caution when 
receiving such a letter, or emails or phone calls of a similar nature, 
purporting to inform them of a lottery or prize draw win. Our advice to 
consumers would be that they can only win a prize if they have entered 
the competition. If you don't remember entering the lottery or draw, ask 
yourself how the sender has got your name and address - when was the 
last time you gave your name and address when buying a lottery ticket, 
for example! If, at any point, you are unsure as to whether a letter is 
genuine, do not be afraid to throw it away. These types of scams are 
looking for you to make contact with the sender, so that they can either 
obtain personal or bank details or attempt to get you to buy a "cash 
voucher" or pay an admin / tax / release fee. 
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The Trading Standards team also would like to bring to your attention the 
following warning which was recently issued (14 March 2014) by the 
National Institute for Health and Care Excellence (NICE). We have 
received a report from one resident who has received the email 
mentioned below: 

 
A spam email has been sent out to a number of email addresses 
informing recipients about a cancer diagnosis. NICE is advising people 
who have received the email - the subject line of which is important blood 
analysis result or blood test results - to delete it without opening it and 
not to click on any links.  
 
Sir Andrew Dillon, NICE Chief Executive said: “A spam email purporting 
to come from NICE is being sent to members of the public regarding 
cancer test results. This email is likely to cause distress to recipients 
since it advises that ‘test results' indicate they may have cancer. This 
malicious email is not from NICE and we are currently investigating its 
origin. We take this matter very seriously and have reported it to the 
police.”  
 
The emails look like they are being sent from no_reply@nice.org.uk or 
results@nice.org.uk. These mail boxes do not exist. NICE does not 
process blood results, and does not collect or keep personal health data. 
We have spoken to Action Fraud, the UK's national fraud and internet 
crime reporting centre. If you have received a potential scam message or 
computer virus and you haven't responded to it, you may wish to report it 
to them using their online fraud reporting tool. We have also spoken to 
the Metropolitan Police who are investigating the issue. 
__________________________________________________________ 
 

Scam Awareness Month - Spot Scams. Stop Scams. 

Did you know a recent study of reported scams showed that : 
 over a third (34%) were carried out over the phone 

 almost a quarter (24%) were by visiting a website 

 16% were by receiving a letter or fax 

 and one in ten (10%) were by email 
 
For advice on how to spot a scam and what to do, please visit Be Scam Aware 

If you spot a scam, please report it to Citizens Advice on 08454 040506. 
If you have fallen victim to a scam, report it to Action Fraud on 0300 123 2040 or by 
using their online fraud reporting tool  

www.centralbedfordshire.gov.uk/bescamaware
http://links.govdelivery.com/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTQwNTA3LjMxOTgyNTUxJm1lc3NhZ2VpZD1NREItUFJELUJVTC0yMDE0MDUwNy4zMTk4MjU1MSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTE3MDEwNTkwJmVtYWlsaWQ9cmljaGFyZC5idWxsZXlAYnRpbnRlcm5ldC5jb20mdXNlcmlkPXJpY2hhcmQuYnVsbGV5QGJ0aW50ZXJuZXQuY29tJmZsPSZleHRyYT1NdWx0aXZhcmlhdGVJZD0mJiY=&&&100&&&http://www.citizensadvice.org.uk/
http://links.govdelivery.com/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTQwNTA3LjMxOTgyNTUxJm1lc3NhZ2VpZD1NREItUFJELUJVTC0yMDE0MDUwNy4zMTk4MjU1MSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTE3MDEwNTkwJmVtYWlsaWQ9cmljaGFyZC5idWxsZXlAYnRpbnRlcm5ldC5jb20mdXNlcmlkPXJpY2hhcmQuYnVsbGV5QGJ0aW50ZXJuZXQuY29tJmZsPSZleHRyYT1NdWx0aXZhcmlhdGVJZD0mJiY=&&&101&&&http://www.actionfraud.police.uk/
http://links.govdelivery.com/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTQwNTA3LjMxOTgyNTUxJm1lc3NhZ2VpZD1NREItUFJELUJVTC0yMDE0MDUwNy4zMTk4MjU1MSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTE3MDEwNTkwJmVtYWlsaWQ9cmljaGFyZC5idWxsZXlAYnRpbnRlcm5ldC5jb20mdXNlcmlkPXJpY2hhcmQuYnVsbGV5QGJ0aW50ZXJuZXQuY29tJmZsPSZleHRyYT1NdWx0aXZhcmlhdGVJZD0mJiY=&&&102&&&http://www.actionfraud.police.uk/report-a-fraud-including-online-crime-questions
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THE BIKE SHED                                                             by Wayne Allen  

Thundersprint Darley Moor Race Circuit                                            
You may recall I recently reported on the Oswestry Road Racing 
Museum owned by Phil Morris. That is Phil Morris of Phil Morris 
Racing who will be attending the Meppershall Fair in June. Phil 
kindly invited Sean and I to attend the Thundersprint bike event 
at Darley Moor Race Circuit. I must confess I had never heard of 
this track hidden away in deepest Derbyshire, until our recent 
invitation. Based on an old airstrip, like most historical circuits it 
has evolved over the years to form its unique triangular shape. 
The Thundersprint event has attracted a strong following of 

racing bike enthusiast. Many of the past masters and current have been invited to 
ride their machines in front of the appreciative fans. This year was no exception. 
Fortunately for us the Phil Morris Racing stand was the base for 
John McGuinness (20 times TT winner and pictured right) and Nick 
Jefferies also a TT legend.  Our neighbour was no less than Jim 
Redman 6 times world champion with two very race bred Hondas. 
Jim’s neighbour was GP rider Scott Redding of Team Go & Fun 
Gesini Honda. John McGuinness was in big demand for autographs 
and photos throughout the day and made no refusals to anyone. 
That also extended with Nick and Jim next door who was promoting 
his autobiography. 
Time passed very quickly and the first parade of bikes started to line up on the start 
grid for a 12:00 start. With our high viz jackets and media passes we managed to 
access the track for a great vantage point to take our photographs of the great racing 
legends. The line-up was completed with race and road bikes for speed restricted 
display around the circuit which by this time was saturated by the heavy downpour 
that must have been watching the assembly of bikes in the paddock area. The parade 
slowly went off in a mass of spray turned amber by the flashing lights of the safety 

car. The parade continued for several laps with sun just emerging as 
they entered the pit lane. There were many club and trade stands, 
selling everything from new bikes to polishing cloths. Once again the 
event is very accessible to all and with a £10 entry fee is great value. 
Despite the poor weather conditions it was a great event and to be 
supporting the Phil Morris Racing team was a privilege.   
Nick Jefferies (left), riding the David Jefferies VM Yamaha, returns to 
the paddocks after a rain soaked parade session around Darley 
Moor’s unique layout. 

Meppershall Fair update: 
We are now going to have a best bike of the show award. To enter you must register 
your bike by the 21st June. Please email the make, model and year with your name to: 
goose1100@yahoo.co.uk.  
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COVERS BY REQUEST 
 
On our June cover we are delighted to have such a happy picture of the 
Evergreens enjoying their tea (and cakes!) on their outing to Langford garden 
Centre. 
Thanks for this picture go to Denis Neilson who not only took the picture but 
provided practical assistance on the day as one of the Gnomes party. 
 

 

SIGNIFICANT EVENTS 

Birthdays in June                    
On 4th June Kathleen Foster will be 89 
On 14th June Harold Calver will be 96 
On 28th June Joan Wood will be 84 
 
Many congratulations to all of the above. 
 
Congratulations also to David & Kathleen Drummond who celebrate their 60th 
Wedding anniversary on 4th June. 
 
 
________________________________________________________________ 
 
If you know of a significant event in the village, please let the Editor know: we 
are looking for things to celebrate!  80th, 90th, and 100th birthdays we mark with 
the presentation of a cake from The Messenger. 
 
We would also love to hear about big anniversaries or any other cause to 
celebrate. 
________________________________________________________________ 
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NOTICE BOARD 

 

 
Shefford Summer Fete & Music Festival 

Sunday 1st June 1pm - 8pm 
A fun day for all the family 

Arena events from local schools, stalls, pony rides, classic cars 
barbecue, bouncy castle, beer tent, & lots more. 

A music festival will start at 5pm till 8pm where you are all invited to 
picnic in the park.  FOC. 

 
Memorial Hall Grounds Hitchin Road 

 

 
 

 

 

 
ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI 

CATHOLIC CHURCH 
HIGH STREET SHEFFORD 

 
SATURDAY MASS 6pm RAF HENLOW 

SUNDAY MASSES 9am & 5.15pm AT SHEFFORD 
 

For weekday services and confessions please see notices in the church or 
telephone: 

Parish Priest Canon Noonan on 813436 or 
Parish Secretary Rose Boulton on 811547 or email rosedene@talktalk.net 

 

 

 

 

  

mailto:rosedene@talktalk.net
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St Mary The Virgin 
Meppershall Parish Church (Church of England) 

Church Road, off Campton Road 
 
 
 
 
 

Rector:  The Reverend Veronica Goodman 
01462 339962 – usual day off Monday 

Churchwardens: 
Dawn Abbatt 01462 816962 

James Read 01462 857836  Email: Meppershall.PCC@gmail.com 
PCC Secretary: 

Anne Parsons 01462 813333 Email: annie10639@gmail.com 
 

Services and Events –June 2014 at St Mary's unless stated below 

Date Time Service 

Sunday 1st June 
Sunday after 
Ascension 

11.00am 
11.00am 

Parish Communion  
Junior Church at the School 

Weds 4th June 10.00am Holy Communion 
Sat 8th June 9.00am Celtic Morning Prayer 

Sunday 8th June 
Pentecost 

8.30am 
11.00am 
2.30pm 

Holy Communion 
Pentecost Praise 
Second Sunday Stroll: Meet at the Church Gate 
for a 4 mile walk to Arlesey via Henlow Camp. 

Weds 11th June 10.00am Holy Communion 

Sun 15th June 
Trinity Sunday 

8.30am 
11.00am 
6.30pm 

Holy Communion 
All-Age Family Service  
Deanery Evensong - All Saints Church, Clifton 

Weds 18th June 10.00am Holy Communion 
Friday 20th June 9.00pm Silent Together – all welcome 

Sun 22nd June   
1st after Trinity 

11.00am 
 

Parish Communion  
 

Weds 25th June 10.00am Holy Communion 

Sat 28th June MEPPERSHALL VILLAGE FAIR 

Sun 29th June 
2nd after Trinity 

11.00am 
 

United Benefice Service at St Mary’s, 
Meppershall – with Shefford 

 
St Mary’s weekday service - Wednesdays: 
Holy Communion (Book of Common Prayer), each Wednesday, 10.00am.  
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Things to look out for! 
Second Sunday Stroll – Sunday 8th June, 10.30am at the Church 
Every second Sunday of the month, join us for a social hike around our 
beautiful landscape. In June, we take footpaths past Henlow dog track, through 
RAF Henlow, across Oldfield Farm, over the River Hiz, to end in Arlesey. Call 
857836 (James) for more information or just turn up. 

A Message from St Mary’s… 
Making the effort. Sometimes it is not so easy – whether it is the gardening, a 

visit to a friend or relative that we never get around to, sorting through old 

things that we don’t use anymore, a job we promised we would complete. 

Someone once said to me, “It’s not the things you do that make you tired, it’s 

the things you don’t do.”  I know what they meant. 

At the Meppershall Summer Fair this month, the Meppershall skies will be filled 

with the sound of a Spitfire. It reminds me about making an effort in two very 

big ways. Firstly, the Fair only happens because of a lot of hard work and 

organisation by a team of people who create a fun, enjoyable and very 

worthwhile day for so many people. They make a huge effort and it always pays 

off – another great Meppershall Fair day is in store on 28th June! 

The Spitfire is also a reminder of a whole generation that made the biggest 

possible effort. The Battle of Britain refers mainly to the defence of our skies in 

WW2, but the effort of both WW generations spanned factories and services at 

home, as well as the bravery and sacrifice of men and women in the conflict 

itself. How grateful we all are, still, for the creation of a peaceful Europe. No 

generation ever made a greater effort. 

And as for us? What are we most willing to make an effort for? We still work 

hard for ourselves, for our families and our communities, even for our world.  

Maybe you volunteer in some of the village activities and projects, or maybe 

you look after a neighbour in need or give some hard-earned cash to charity. So 

many people make an effort in so many wonderful ways. 

At St Mary’s we make an effort to share and celebrate the Christian faith and 

play our part as an active church serving the community. We love to welcome 

new faces and old friends.  Please come and visit the church tea tent at the 

Summer Fair, and look out for our SPARKS summer holiday club in August. 

Wishing you a richly blessed summer! 

 
Rector Roni 
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St Mary’s Church, Meppershall 
 

Junior Church 
 

Our next JC session to be held at the School will be on Sunday  
1st June from 11am to 12noon. 
 
This will be the first Sunday after Ascension, a time to consider how 
we would have felt having Jesus amongst us and then seeing him 
disappear into Heaven. 
 
There are times in our lives when we feel lonely and wonder whether 
Jesus is still with us.  At times it can be difficult to believe that we are 
being watched over and protected, but of course, we are being 
watched over all of the time. 
 
Jesus is with us all day every day and watches over us even when we 
are asleep too.  He taught us to love, share, trust and forgive.  
 
As we all know, this is easier said than done and it is at times of 
difficulty and sadness that our faith is tested the most.  It is usually at 
these times that He is lending us the most strength although we 
don’t necessarily realize it. 
 
So as we enter this period when the disciples must have been 
particularly sad and bewildered, it is good to remember that the Lord 
did return in his bodily form to the disciples before revealing the 
wonderful Holy Spirit. 
 
We can now look forward to the Ascension, followed by Pentecost. 
 
The JC team are always pleased to welcome new children, no 
advance notice required, just turn up. 
 
Blessings 
The JC Team 
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VEGGIE BURGERS                                                JUNE 2014 
 
Makes 4 
 
550g (1 ¼lb) peeled and quartered potatoes 
25g (1oz) butter 
75g (3oz) Red Leicester cheese (finely grated) 
4 tbsp snipped chives 
50g (2oz) chopped shelled walnuts 
1 large beaten egg 
50g (2oz) fresh white breadcrumbs 
3-4 tbsp olive oil for frying 

 
Method 
 
1) Cook potatoes in boiling salted water for 20-25 minutes until 

tender, drain well and mash. 

2) Beat butter, cheese, chives and walnuts into mash and season 

well with salt and freshly ground black pepper. Spread onto a 

plate, cover and chill until cold. 

3) Divide potato mixture into four, and shape each piece on a 

floured surface into a neat round approximately 10cm (4in) in 

diameter. 

4) Brush potato cakes with egg then coat with breadcrumbs. 

5) In a large frying pan, gently fry veggie burgers in olive oil until 

golden brown on both sides – turning them carefully. 

6) Serve in a roll with side salad or with baked beans etc. 

 
Recipes are kindly supplied each month by Brenda Putwain.   
Brenda would welcome feedback from readers on her recipes.  
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A very happy birthday to those of you 
celebrating birthdays in June 

 
Max Curtis who will be 4 on the 1st  

Molly Curtis who will be 4 on the 1st  
Chloe Marshall who will be 14 on the 1st 
Vinnie Simpkins who will be 9 on the 1st 
Yasmine Vara who will be 15 on the 3rd 

Abbie Bradshaw who will be 11 on the 3rd 
Niamh Fairweather who will be 12 on the 3rd 

Abigail Lougher who will be 12 on the 4th 
Aliyah Vara who will be 13 on the 5th 

Lewis Savuto who will be 12 on the 10th 
Alison Watson who will be 10 on the 14th 

Maya Cox who will be 14 on the 15th 
Louis Fairy who will be 13 on the 22nd 

Liberty Simpkins who will be 13 on the 22nd 
Tayla Woodcock who will be 8 on the 25th 
Monica Steeley who will be 11 on the 26th 
William Lambley who will be 8 on the 28th 
Maya Derrick who will be 15 on the 28th 

Finn Rose who will be 9 on the 30th  
 

 
 

If you are under 16 and would like your name added to 
the birthday page, please call Louise Hutson on 814148  

or e-mail at louhuts@gmail.com  

mailto:louhuts@gmail.com
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THE MEPPERSHALL MESSENGER 

CONTRIBUTIONS 
 
The editor welcomes contributions to the Messenger, whether as letters, articles or notices.  
Contributions should preferably be as attachments to e-mail but hand written contributions 
may be sent by post, left at the Editor’s address below or in the folder kept at the Village 
Stores.  Contributions should run to not more than one A5 page (except by prior 
arrangement) and should be received by the Editor not later than the 12th of the month for 
publication at the end of that month.   Contributions received after the deadline may be held 
over. 
 
DISCLAIMER 
 
The Editor reserves the right to omit or alter any advertisement or article and to change the 
content, format or issue date of the magazine without prior notice.  The Editor cannot be 
held responsible for the factual correctness of, or for any libellous comment or statement 
made in any advertisement, article or other contribution published in this magazine.  Every 
effort will be made to avoid any deliberate attempt to mislead or otherwise cause harm or 
damage to any person or persons by any advertisement, article or any other contribution 
published in this magazine. 
 

THE TEAM 
 

Editor Dick Bulley 116  Shefford Road 815114 
 Email: richard.bulley@btinternet.com 
Assistant Editor David Turner 2 Campton Road 813613 
  Email: davidturner25@hotmail.com 
Advertising and 
Distribution 

Colette House 90  Fildyke Road 815585 
Email: colettehouse@gmail.com 

Production Co-
ordination 

Enid Pamment 112 High Street 851397   
Email: enid.pamment@gmail.com 

Treasurer John Thompson 16  Brookmead  812983 
 Email: jthompson244@btinternet.com 

 

Collating Dates for your Diaries  
2014 2015 

June 30     
July 28 Double    
August NONE     
September 29     
October 27     
November 24 Double    

December NONE     
Please note that dates in the above table indicate the month in which the collating will take place, at 2.00 pm in 
the Sugar Loaf.  The issue being collated will relate to the following month, e.g. on 2th September the October 
issue will be collated.  

mailto:richard.bulley@btinternet.com

