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Volume 30      Issue 6                                                                            October 2014 

EDITORIAL 

In the last issue I wished you a wonderful summer, yet in 
the blink of an eye we are in Autumn.  I hope the summer 
was indeed wonderful for you. 
A few things have happened while I had my sunglasses on: 
the promised ‘traffic calming measures’ have blossomed 
on High Street and Shefford Road - it remains to be seen 
how effective they will be.  On Shefford Road the places 
where the footpath crosses have been marked with green 
tiles - this includes the place where the extension will cross, when it gets built: 
watch that space! 
On the down-side, the village has lost some of its best-loved characters: Ainsley 
Evesham, Charlie Taylor and Eugene O'Sullivan; our sympathy goes to all their 
families. 
There is a bit of personal news too: I have decided to retire from the Editorship 
at the end of the current Volume, in April next year.  This was not an easy 
decision, as I shall miss the interest it has given me, but by then I shall have 
been in the job for 7 years and I think it is time someone else took over.  The 
Messenger has changed a lot over those years but I cannot take all the credit 
for that as most of the changes resulted from new technology.  What is certain 
is that under a new Editor it will go on changing, but hopefully in a new 
direction.  After 7 years of my ideas it is time for a fresh perspective, which may 
well come from a younger person and/or one of the opposite gender! The 
vacancy is advertised on page 22 of this issue, followed by a summary of what 
the job entails.  I really have enjoyed my time in the chair and I can thoroughly 
recommend it to anyone. 
But contributions shape the magazine far more than the Editor - on page 12 we 
appeal for pieces describing successful days out, and I am delighted to note 
that, on his own initiative Wayne Allen has decided to widen the scope of The 
Bike Shed to include any classic vehicle.  See page 45 for the new look. 

            Dick Bulley 
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LETTERS 
Letter from Graham Laming: 

Hi Dick, 
Just a note of sincere thanks to all who generously donated to my ride.  A grand 
total of £2,635.45 (including gift aid) was raised and has now been passed to 
Sue Ryder's St Johns Hospice. They would also like to express their gratitude for 
everyone's kindness in supporting the Hospice. 
I met my target of cycling 558km in a day on public roads and am now 
preparing for the UMCA World 24-hour time trials competition in November in 
California. 

With best regards 
Graham Laming 

Letter from Roger Crawford: 
 
Dear Mr Bulley, 
I  wonder  if  you  might  find  room  in  the  Messenger’s  letter  page  next  
time  for  these  thoughts? 
“He who sacrifices freedom for security deserves neither”. This  quote  from  
Benjamin  Franklin  came  into  my  mind  when  reading  the  letter  from   
Phil  Gilbert  and  Zoe  Cox  in  the  August/September  issue  of  the  
Messenger.  I  understand  we  are  the  most  ‘watched’  nation  in  Europe,  if  
not  the  ‘free’  world.  I too am very concerned about this. 
I  was  brought  up  in  Greenford,  West  London,  in  the  Fifties;  it  was  a  
brilliant  time  to  be  a  kid.  In  the  summer,  almost  everyone’s  front  door  
was  left  open  or  at  least  left  unlocked,  and  neighbours  used  to  pop  in  
to  borrow  a  cup  of  sugar  or  a  couple  of  slices  of  bread,  or  even  for  just  
a  chat. We kids were, generally, made welcome.  The  idea  of  being  on  CCTV  
the  whole  time  would  have  filled  people  with   bewilderment  and   horror.  
There  wasn’t  much  to  steal,  of  course  -  few  cars,  very  few  TVs,   nothing  
ostentatious  at  all.  The  street  was  dead  straight  and  desperately  dull  to  
look  at,  but  it  was  truly  a  community  where  people  looked  out  for  each  
other.  Villages,  despite  their  many  failings  and  disadvantages,  used  to  be  
like  that.  When  I  moved  here  nearly  thirty  years  ago,  it  was  a  much  
different  place  than  it  is  now. 
I’ve  never  thought  Meppershall  to  be  a  ‘beautiful  village’,  but  beauty  is  
in  the  eye  of  the  beholder,  of  course.  For me, it has always just been a   
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long  straggle  of  various  houses  along  a  rather  busy  road  and  rather  a  lot  
of  development  off  it.  But  we  have  a  bakery,  a  church,  a  post  office  and  
shop,  a  pub,  and  a  village  hall  -  so  we’re  really  very  fortunate.  The  
make-up  of  the  village  has  changed  though,  and  we  have  a  lot  of  people  
now  coming  from  urban  or  suburban  places  and  bringing  with  them  the  
trappings  of  that  life  -  including  the  ‘need’  for  these  cameras.  And  
inadvertently  they  destroy,  little  by  little,  the  very  life  they  come  to  
enjoy.  And the whole ‘feel’ of the place changes too.  I speak as an ‘incomer’ 
myself.   
I don’t know the answer to it.  All  I  can  do  is  to  comment  on  it  and  express  
that  I’m  not  happy  with  it.  In  fact,  I  would  venture  to  say  that  we,  as  a  
society,  are  not  happy  with  it.   Our  increasing  suburbanisation  and  our  
possessiveness  of  material  goods  seem  to  me  to  be  hostages  to  fortune,  
no  more,  and  cause  us  more  worry  and  discontent.  And  with  it  comes  
the  ‘need’  to  lock  ourselves  away  and  monitor  everyone  else.   No more 
open doors, just images on a screen.  More possessions, but at what loss?   
Only my opinion, of course.  What’s yours? 

      
      Roger Crawford, Wood view Nurseries 
 

Letter from Gill Havers: 
 
We are a village of dog lovers, with beautiful walks for spending quality social time 

with our pets. Sadly, there have recently been two dog attacks in our village, one of  

which was on my dog early on the morning of Sunday 7th September; she suffered 

a puncture wound to her side. The gentleman concerned did not have the 

decency to apologise or ask what injuries his dog had caused. 

If you have a dog that is unpredictable please keep it on the lead and muzzle it! 

Perhaps a public area like the park is not the place for you to exercise your dog.  If 

it had been my puppy or an older dog it had attacked, the outcome could have 

been much worse! 

           Gill Havers 
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Letter from Lee Pringle: 

My wife and I were surprised and disappointed to read in the August/Sept 2014 
issue of the Messenger that our domestic CCTV installation had caused such 
distress to some of our neighbours.  Unfortunately, I find it hard to believe that 
the distress caused by a camera looking at a car passing my driveway is 
comparable to what I felt on the morning of 9th May.  I stepped outside my 
house to go to work to find £9000 of damage to my car less than 2 metres from 
the front door with no evidence left behind which was of use to the police.   
 
Like Mrs. Staines, we too have previously been victims to a domestic burglary 
where most of our possessions were taken whilst we slept upstairs.  Now we 
have a 3 year old daughter, the thought of this happening again is simply 
unbearable and, as the use of CCTV systems has proven to be an extremely 
effective deterrent against this type of crime, we decided that this was the 
most appropriate preventative measure.  Whilst “looking out for each other” is 
a kind and neighbourly thing to do, it is, unfortunately, incredibly low tech, 
unfeasible at 3am and quite simply does not deter criminals. 
 

The UK has one of the highest rates of CCTV cameras per person and one of the 

lowest crime rates – as pointed out in the Aug/Sept letter.  Maybe this is just a 

coincidence? When my car was taken away later that day I was informed that it 

was the fifth event that night within a ten mile radius, with the criminals 

targeting quiet rural areas.  The police were confident that the offences were 

being carried out by a professional gang who had the ability to bypass even the 

most high tech security systems on many makes of car (yes, BMW do fit alarms 

and system immobilisers to their cars, along with tracking devices to some of 

the components which were stolen, all of these were disabled – not something 

the average petty criminal would know how to do). What these experts were 

doing is targeting a certain make of vehicle for a period of time and they 

became very efficient at it (the police believe some of the tasks were being 

performed in less than half the time a BMW dealer allows for its mechanics).   

There have also been spates of similar professional crimes targeting all 

Vauxhall, Jaguar and Land Rover cars for periods of time prior to these events 

against BMWs.  
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When I was made aware of the second attack on Mr. Staines’ car, I felt 

extremely relieved that I had had the CCTV system installed within the 6 week 

time frame that it took for my car to be returned from the garage, as the 

thought of it happening again made me feel physically sick.  Many of us work 

long and hard to be able to enjoy some pleasures in life, including comfortable 

houses in a friendly rural location and nice cars.  Why should we allow people 

to just take our property without any risk of being caught? 

Fortunately, for anyone in the village who takes pride in their belongings, a 
suspect is now in custody.  The evidence from our CCTV system, along with 
others from nearby villages, was key to helping the police identify them and 
will hopefully be used to ensure a successful conviction.   Perhaps if we had 
better support for managed CCTV systems – possibly a camera set at each end 
of the village just monitoring the cars in and out – the culprit could have been 
apprehended long before Mr. Staines had to suffer a second time. 
Although my car was insured, I’ve still not recovered all the insured costs from 
the company after 3 months.  On top of this, my uninsured losses are almost 
£1000. 
 
Whilst I appreciate people are entitled to their privacy, my CCTV system cannot 
see anything I can’t see with my own eyes looking down my driveway – I just 
can’t stay awake as long as it can!   
 
On a serious note though, if anyone else in the village becomes victim of a 
crime and there is a possibility that my cameras may have caught sight of the 
responsible person, I’ll gladly help the police with their investigations.  After all 
looking out for one another is the kind and neighbourly thing to do.  

Lee Pringle 
 

As with everywhere else in the country, there can be strong feelings about the 
degree of surveillance to which we are subject.  Both sides of the argument 
have now been expressed in The Messenger and no further letters on this 
subject will be published.       – Ed 
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Letter from Katherine Gower and Evie MacCormick:  
 
Hai Kawan (‘Hello friends’ in Malay), 
We’re back from our 1-month expedition to Borneo with the charity, Camps 
International. It was definitely an experience of a lifetime! 
As we write, we have been back for a couple of weeks and still miss it a lot! 
We’d just like to say Terima Kasih (thank you) to everyone in Meppershall who 
helped us by donating (and buying) second hand books for our bookstall and to 
those of you who bought tickets at the chocolate tombola at the last two 
Summer Fairs. Both activities were a great success and helped us to achieve our 
fundraising goal. The Camps International ethos is to actively encourage and 
support students in their fundraising activities as an important part of the 
overall experience. It was challenging to juggle this with schoolwork and 
revision in our GCSE year but made us appreciate the trip all the more. 
The money raised allowed us to go and help directly in the improvement of 
both the daily lives and long term futures of the local communities and their 
environment and wildlife.  
During our 1-month adventure some of the local community project work we 
were involved in included:  

 Foundation construction for a Kindergarten 

 Digging a 4ft deep hole for a new village toilet 

 Preparation of brickwork and plastering for a water container 

 Mixing and laying of concrete used to improve a village drainage system 

 Measuring, cutting and fixing of bamboo for the village Kindergarten 
toilets 

Alongside the community work, we also carried out environmental/wildlife 
conservation work including;  

 Planting saplings in the jungle as part of a reforestation programme 

 Jungle pathway maintenance, using a parang (machete) to clear 
overgrown plantation  

 Two beach clean-ups 

 Rubbish collection for data analysis 

 Ground preparation for the first steps in the creation of a butterfly 
sanctuary. 

 As well as all the project work we also had the pleasure of teaching local 
children English, learning some basic Malay ourselves, enjoying the spectacular 
sunsets, sunrises and views of Mantanani Island’s coast, paying our respects at  
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the Sandakan War Memorial, visiting the Sepilok Orang-utan Rehabilitation 
Centre and the Sun Bear Sanctuary and lastly going scuba diving, kayaking and 
snorkelling off the coast of Gaya Island in the South China Sea. 
We will never forget the memories and friendships we made and the 
opportunities we were given on this trip.  
We feel very lucky to have experienced it all. 
Thank you again for your support, 

Katherine Gower and Evie MacCormick  
 

Letter from Chris Waghorn (Parish Clerk): 
 
Could you just find space in the next available Messenger to confirm that I have 
been in touch with the Fire Station Commander who has stated categorically 
that the rumour that fire service vehicles were not able to use Ivel Road due to 
the speed humps has no substance. 
 
I spoke to the Station Commander only yesterday regarding the use of Ivel 
Road by Fire Service Vehicles and he was quite interested to know where the 
rumour originated - he was also more than a little annoyed since it is blatantly 
untrue.   His brief is to ensure that his emergency vehicles get to the scene of a 
fire as soon as is humanly possible and by the shortest possible route and if 
that route is along Ivel Road, then that is the way they will go.   Whilst the 
humps do slow his vehicles down by a few seconds, it would lengthen the 
journey time by minutes rather than seconds if Ivel Road was not used. He also 
commented (unfavourably) on the height of the humps and the fact that there 
are three of them in such a short distance. 

Chris Waghorn 13th August 2014 
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MEPPERSHALL NEWS IN BRIEF 
A NEW MEPPERSHALL CARE HOME FOR THE COMMUNITY 

 
A local care home – closed in the summer of last year because of poor practice 

and failing standards – is to be given a new lease of life by a reputable care 

provider. 

Meppershall Care Home has been bought by Pressbeau Group which also runs 

the award-winning Taymer Nursing  Home in nearby Silsoe.  Plans for the care 

home include a £800,000 refurbishment and a change of name to ‘New 

Meppershall’.  Work has already begun on the property with a team of 

architects, builders, decorators 

and interior designers already 

overseeing the transformation 

of the home. 

Tina Flack – a nurse with 20 
years’ experience – has been 
appointed as home manager 
and will head up the care team 
at New Meppershall.  A 
recruitment drive to provide 
local people with a variety of 
jobs at various levels has also  
been launched. 

Tina said: “It is my priority to create a warm and welcoming home providing an 

excellent standard of care and a lovely environment for residents.  We are also 

looking forward to welcoming in members of the local community over the 

next few months so people can see the changes that have been made, both in 

the fabric of the building and the quality of the care being delivered.” 

Sharad Saraogi, managing director of Pressbeau Group, said:  “Our knowledge 

of the area and our links with so many local people will help us in getting the 

New Meppershall completely transformed over the summer. We will be talking 

to local people every step of the way to keep everyone informed of our 

progress.”  He added: “New Meppershall is a great building in a lovely location  

  

Janet Rayfield, Louise Yates and Tina Flack - 
the management team at New Meppershall 
Care Home 
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with so much potential. It will be a wonderful resource for the local community 

and we feel both privileged and excited to be able to be a part of its future.” 

Work on the first phase of investment includes the complete refurbishment of 

58 bedrooms, the creation of a new café and sports bar for residents, a 

bespoke lounge created by a team of professional interior designers, a hair 

salon, and a dining room with a restaurant-like atmosphere. 

Julie Ogley, Director of Social Care, Health and Housing at Central Bedfordshire 

Council said: “We welcome Pressbeau on board at New Meppershall and look 

forward to seeing the transformation of the home. We are pleased that it is a 

provider with a proven track record in the local area taking over and we look 

forward to working together.” 

As well as taking ownership of New Meppershall, Pressbeau Group has also 

bought Wren Park Nursing Home in Shefford.  

Sharad added: “To have our three care homes all within a few miles of each 

other, excelling in the care they provide to clients is a wonderful opportunity 

for our team. We cannot be more thankful to those in the relevant authorities 

and the individuals in the local community who have supported our vision for 

the home. We look forward to a very positive future at New Meppershall.” 

 

To contact New Meppershall, please call 01462 851876,  or e-mail: 

manager@newmeppershall.co.uk, www.newmeppershall.co.uk  

 

 
Meppershall WW1 Centenary Commemoration in Aid of Help for Heroes 
 

On Sunday 3rd August, Meppershall's churchyard memorial to those lost in the 
Great War played host to a special commemoration - 100 years on from the 
start of that historic conflict. Throughout the afternoon, people visited the 
memorial and the church. In reflective mood, the afternoon provided a 
peaceful moment to remember the sacrifices made by past generations. Many 
completed the commemorative walk around the Manor House, starting and 
ending at the memorial, as part of a wider fundraising initiative for Help for 
Heroes. 
  

mailto:manager@newmeppershall.co.uk
http://www.newmeppershall.co.uk/
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Help for Heroes helps provide practical support to today's wounded service 

men and women. Over the day, a total of £409.15 was raised in donations and 

sponsorship, and a further £62 of Help for Heroes merchandise was sold. We 

received a letter of thanks from the charity which is of course a 'thank you' to 

the village as a whole. 

The day ended with a short ceremony of remembrance. Those involved want to 
express particular gratitude to Rector Roni and to the church Catering Team 
whose refreshments really bolstered our fundraising ...To Steve Ansell for 
allowing us to raise awareness of the event and take donations at Meppershall 
Village Stores on the day ... And to the military representation from our own 
community whose support and participation was - as always - very important 
and much appreciated. 
 

James Read 
 

EVERGREENS 
I now have someone who is helping me with the Evergreens.  We are meeting 
the 1st and 3rd Thursday when we are able. The dates for October are 2nd and 
23rd .  We are also planning for 6th November and 20th November. 

     Regards Karen Long 
 

 

THANKS TO RETIRING MESSENGER HELPERS AND APPEAL FOR NEW ONES 
 

We would like to thank Shireen and Peter Longland for delivering the Messenger 
to Chapel Road for more years than they can remember and Angela Ridley for 
delivering to Coneygate, The Acres and Gregory Close for several years.   Welcome 
and thank you, too, to Becky and Matt Taylor, Karen Lucas and Jacqui d'Amico 
who have joined our delivery team of 32 who ensures that you all receive your 
Messenger promptly. 
 
We need more collators to take over from those who have been doing it for many 
years and who now would like to retire. It is only 10 times a year for about an hour 
and a half, and Jenny at the Sugar Loaf serves tea and cake or biscuits to keep us 
going.  Do come and see what it entails next time (collating dates are at the back 
of the white pages) - and bring a friend! 
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HAVE YOU HAD A GOOD SUMMER? 
 

Did you have any good days out?  We would love you to tell us about them, to 
share your experience with other readers. 
Where did you go and how did you get there, which will not necessarily be by 
car. How did you find out about it? 
Were you a party of parents and children (or grandchildren), or were you a 
retired couple or single? (no, this is not a marketing survey but it will help our 
readers to know how similar your situation is to their own!)  
What did you like most about your day?  Were there any downsides?  Did you 
all feel the same about it?  How much did it cost you? 
If you have ever felt that you could write a piece for The Messenger but you did 
not want to commit to a series, here is your opportunity.  Just put together a 
piece about your day out, as it happened: what was good and what was not so 
good.  Please use my questions above as prompts but not as a questionnaire 
that must be completed.  Send me your piece in any form you like. 
I plan to publish one of these reports each month, so long as I have any.  I think 
they could be really appreciated by other readers and they might stimulate 
readers to send in their own experiences.  Go on – why don't you?              Ed 

 

Shefford Leisure Group have been 

long-standing supporters of Keech 

Hospice Care and this year, The 

Scots’ Society of St. Andrew, 

Bedford have also agreed to raise 

much needed funds for this 

incredibly worthwhile organisiation.  

Full details of the event are on the 

Society’s website: 

www.bedscotsoc.org.uk or please 

contact the Magazine Treasurer, 

John Thompson.  Details on Page 

68. 

  
 

http://www.bedscotsoc.org.uk/
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UNBEATABLE OFFER TO MEPPERSHALL RESIDENTS AGED 65 AND 

OVER TO SEE THE MEPPERSHALL PLAYERS PANTOMIME ON  
29 NOVEMBER 2014 AT 3PM 

 
The GNOMES are able to offer a £5 per person deal for any village resident over 
65 to be taken to and brought back from the Meppershall Players matinee 
performance of Beauty and the Beast on Saturday 29 November 2014 starting 
at 3pm.  The price of £5 includes transport to and from the village hall, a 
reserved seat and a cup of tea and biscuits served to you at the interval.  The 
offer is limited to the first 20 bookings received. 
 
Should you be a wheelchair user and the weather is nice, we could ‘wheel’ you 
there and back if you wish.  Perhaps you are worried that you will not know 
anybody - never mind, we would introduce you to everyone.  Maybe you would 
like to go but have a pet that you cannot leave.  Do not worry, we can provide a 
pet sitter as well as the transport. If you feel alone then this could be an 
opportunity to meet others with similar needs. 
 
So there is nothing to stop you taking up the offer. All you need to do is pick up 
the phone and call 07760793921 and book your slot. Please tell us if you 
require assistance with a wheelchair or other mobility aid or a pet needing 
care, and do not forget to give us your telephone number and address.  Go on, 
RING NOW. 
 

 

THANKS 
Margaret Evesham and family have been overwhelmed by all the kindness 
shown to them after the death of Ainsley on 10th of August and wish to thank 
you all. 

______ 
Eunice Thompson and family would like to thank everyone who attended 
John's Thanksgiving Service at Letchworth Baptist Church on July 11th and also 
for all the kind messages of sympathy and appreciation they have received. 
During the last two years it was a source of great disappointment to him that 
he was no longer able to stand and chat to the passers-by in Church Road, but 
at the same time he felt blessed to have reached his 80th birthday and we thank 
God for the many happy memories we have of him.  



14 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Meppershall Church of England Academy 

‘An outstanding Church of England School’   June 2008 and December 2010 

 

School Report – October 2014 
A big hello from the children and staff at Meppershall CE Academy.  We now have 
ninety six children at our school and welcomed twenty three into our Early Years 
class.   
Over the summer a new school roof was put in place. Thank you to the residents near 
to the school for putting up with any disturbance.  
 The children are settling into the routine of school well and enjoying their new 
topics.  Our oldest class of children are studying “Mountains” and have enjoyed 
setting up a Base Camp on the school field and then tackling “Mount Everest”! They 
were also able to try various foods that mountaineers may take on climbing 
expeditions. We have a busy term ahead and look forward to sharing some of the 
amazing things that are happening within our school.  
I have been looking through the school’s log books and found some interesting 
entries to share with you all: 
"September 1917 
Half term holidays were given for blackberry gathering, according to the Instructions 
issued by the Education Committee.” 
September 1922 
The School Dentist with his assistant, Mrs Beattie, visited this morning for dental 
treatment. Twelve children received treatment. 
September 1957 
Visit of the Children’s Theatre “Hansel and Gretel” The infants were taken for a 
Nature Walk. 
September 1968 
The Hall, which has been converted from the old Infant classroom, is now ready for 
use, and the first P.E lesson was taken there today. It was very noisy as the roof is 
lofty and all the surfaces are hard, so that the sound is reflected back. 
September 1969 
Swimming is now in operation daily during school hours and is being greatly enjoyed 
by the children." 

     Nickie Moore, Head Teacher  
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MEPPERSHALL PARISH COUNCIL  
 

 Report on Meeting of 28th July 2014 
At the July meeting there was only one planning application to discuss,  which 
regarded the removal and replanting of a field hedge away from the highway 
edge. 
 
The finance group reported that the internal audit had been completed and the 
accounts have been sent for external auditing as usual. 
 
There was very little to report on highways matters with the current projects 
(traffic calming and Shefford Road footpath extension) still in the scheduling or 
quotation stage. 
 
There has been a delay in replacing the Meppershall village entrance signs due 
to ensuring the coat of arms is accurately reproduced. It is hoped that the new 
signs will be installed by September. 
 
The playground equipment has had an annual inspection and the report was 
presented to the Council. There were a few minor works required that will be 
carried out as soon as possible. 
 
The proposed new village hall project is still with the legal teams but it is hoped 
their work will be concluded during August when the Council will be able to 
discuss the final proposals. 
 
Please remember that you are welcome to attend our meetings to speak about 
any subject during our open public session. Or you may just wish to come along 
and see what we do. Maybe you are thinking about becoming a Councillor at 
the next election. We look forward to seeing you. 
 
Report on meeting of 8th September 2014 
Councillor Tony Brown from Central Beds Council asked every resident to 
complete the questionnaire giving your opinions about how Central Beds 
should set their budget for 2015/2016. This can be done on the form circulated 
to households or online at http://tinyurl.com/kbkq55j  
  

http://tinyurl.com/kbkq55j
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Councillor Dick Bulley reported that the traffic calming measures have been 
completed in the High Street and Shefford Road. The extension to the 
permissive footpath in Shefford Road has been ordered from a contractor by 
Central Beds, but he has been unable to obtain the start date for the work. 
Mr Phil Collins has been responsible for the allocation of plots at Wry Close 
Allotments for a number of years, but he has now decided to hand the task 
back to the Parish Council. We would like to thank him for all his hard work for 
the past 8 years. In future the assignment of plots will be carried out by Paul 
Carne on behalf of the Council. In addition, our Caretaker has been asked to 
make regular inspections of the plots instead of the single annual inspection 
that was carried out in the past.  
 
The new Village Hall project is still progressing through the legal teams, so once 
again there is nothing for me to report. Until this work is finished there will not 
be a planning application. 
 
I am pleased to report that we have been allocated two Community 
Defibrillators to be installed in the Village. Detailed information will appear in 
the Messenger following the installations. 
 
Finally, the Council has received confirmation from Shefford Fire Station that 
their appliances still use Ivel Road to get to Meppershall and Shillington despite 
the installation of the three large speed cushions by the Bovis development. 
 
Please remember that you are welcome to attend our meetings to speak about 
any subject during our open public session. Or you may just wish to come along 
and see what we do. Maybe you are thinking about becoming a Councillor at 
the next election. We look forward to seeing you at our next meeting on 
Monday 13th October at 7:45 pm in the Village Hall.  Depending on the 
availability of lawyers, there may also be an extraordinary meeting on 20th 
October for Councillors to consider the Joint Landowners' Agreement for the 
New Village Hall project.  Please see the notice board outside the village hall 
for confirmation or otherwise. 
David Foskett  
Chairman 
Meppershall Parish Council – chairman@meppershall.org.uk 
  

mailto:chairman@meppershall.org.uk
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YOUR SHOUT 
with Trevor Thorley 
 

  

CHARLIE TAYLOR: 
Many residents, particularly the more senior, will remember fondly the fleet of 
Taylor’s Coaches as they moved through the High Street on their journeys 
around the United Kingdom and the continent, from their headquarters and 
garages in the centre of the High Street where the Coneygate estate stands 
now. This was a very well respected and successful family business, which was 
sold in 2001. Charlie was the hand-on boss of the fleet of coaches while his  
mother looked after the books, took bookings and undertook other clerical 
matters until her retirement in 1992 at the ripe age of 94; she died in 1996. 
Charlie, a father, grandfather, and great-grandfather, died in a nursing home on 
8th August, 2014 aged 85 years. The funeral service took place in St. Mary’s 
Church on 27th August. 
 
AINSLEY EVESHAM:  
Another well-known resident, Ainsley Evesham, died suddenly in Bedford 
Hospital in the early hours of Sunday, 10th August. Ainsley was born in Hereford 
and, after a successful education, joined The Royal Engineers and served his 
National Service in Egypt. On leaving the army, Ainsley embarked upon a 
distinguished career in teaching which eventually took him to Luton College, 
(now The University of Bedfordshire) as Principal Lecturer in Mathematics. 
Before retiring he attained the position of Assistant Dean of the Faculty of 
Science. He was a founder Trustee and Chairman of The Friends of St. Mary’s 
for a number of years, during which time The Friends purchased the electric 
organ which was played so beautifully at his funeral. 
Married to Margaret for 62 years, he boasted of founding dynasty that included 
his children David and Elizabeth, grandchildren Chris, Pippa, Nick and Sonja, 
and his great-grandchildren William, James and Thomas.  
The family have generously given all the donations made in Ainsley’s memory 
to The Friends of St. Mary’s, Meppershall via 
www.memorygiving.com/ainsleyevesham.  All money will be used for Church 
Restoration. 
 
  

http://www.memorygiving.com/ainsleyevesham
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EUGENE MARTIN O’SULLIVAN – born 14.03.1956:  

Eugene had been diagnosed with terminal cancer, but died suddenly on 28th 
August after suffering a stroke. A Celebration of his Life took place in St. Mary’s 
Church on Thursday 11th September followed by cremation at Luton 
Crematorium. Addressing a full church, tributes were paid by Peter O’Sullivan, 
(Eugene’s brother), Mike Darly (fellow fireman and friend) Jon Lambley (Eugene 
and village life) Dan (Eugene and family life). 
Eugene was a popular member of a Quiz Team, (The Loafers); successful for the 
past three years in The Friends of St. Mary’s Annual Quiz, they will most 
certainly miss him along with his family and many friends.   
 
THE VAUXHALL MALE VOICE CHOIR:  

Mentioned briefly in the previous edition of The Meppershall Messenger, I can 
now confirm that The Vauxhall Male Voice Choir will be performing in St. 
Mary’s Church on Saturday, 25th October, 7pm for 7.30pm, including a special 
Organ Recital on the Walker Organ. Bar available. Tickets £10 from Trevor 
Thorley 01462 813357 trevor.thorley1@btinternet.com., Roger’s Bakery, The 
Post Office and Trustees.  

  

Remember it’s ‘YOUR’ Shout. call Trevor on 01462 813357 
trevor.thorley1@btinternet.com 

 

 

ENGINEERING SOCIETY 
SUMMERFIELD MINIATURE RAILWAY 

(Off A600 just past Haynes bend) 

PUBLIC RUNNING DAYS IN 2014 
From 11.00 am to 4.00 pm 

 
October  December  

Sunday 19th  Saturday & Sunday 
Santa Specials. 

Pre-booking essential 

6th & 7th 

   

  

mailto:trevor.thorley1@btinternet.com
mailto:trevor.thorley1@btinternet.com
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SHEFFORD LEISURE GROUP 
 
  By Enid Pamment 

 

 

Sadly we have to wave goodbye to our long Summer evenings for 2014.  The 
time has passed so quickly and now we are planning for 2015!  One of the 
companies I contacted with the idea of taking a group in 2015 told me: ‘sorry 
madam, there are no places available for groups until 2016!! So the details 
have found their way back to my top drawer for later! 
In late August, we picked a day of super weather for our visit to Hunstanton; 
the promenade was buzzing with families enjoying the sunshine, children 
playing on the beach and enjoying the waves of the sea.  Some of our group 
also joined in and had a paddle and one brave lady actually went in for a swim!  
All too soon it was time for us to leave and make our way the short distance to 
the Lavender Fields, where there was time to explore the farm shop and the 
Lavender Fields and indulge in the cream tea that had been laid on especially 
for us. Everyone agreed what a superb day they had experienced. 
The evening performance of Top Hat at Milton Keynes Theatre told the story of 
Broadway sensation Jerry Travers who danced his way across Europe to win the 
heart of society girl Dale Tremont.  This was a light hearted romantic comedy of 
the 1930’s, beautifully dressed, with song and dance routines and packed with 
Irving Berlin’s greatest hits.  It proved a thoroughly entertaining evening, 
making us dance our way back to the coach!!  

 
Forthcoming Events 2014 (kindly telephone for more details): 

Waverley Paddle Steamer Sun 12th October 

Highgrove House Garden Tour Fri 17th October 

The Lord Mayor's Show & Fireworks Sat 8th November 

Brick Lane Music Hall Thur 14th November 
Thursford Christmas Spectacular (Matinee) Wed 26th November 

Waddesdon Manor Christmas Lights Wed 3rd December 

John Rutter's Christmas Celebration at the RAH Thur 11th December 

 2015 

Charles Rennie Macintosh House, Northampton Wed 11th February 

"Get Together" at Shefford Memorial Hall Sat 21st March 
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Holidays 2014 (kindly telephone for more details): 

Note: 
Due to unforeseen circumstances, we had to cancel our published Tinsel & Turkey trip to Eastbourne, 
scheduled for December.  With the same company and using another of their very popular hotels 
which has just been refurbished, we are delighted to re-book in Shanklin on the Isle of Wight.  The 
dates are 5th – 9th December 2014.  This will be a super trip and open for anyone who would like to 
join us.  Also it is very reasonably priced.  Please contact me for further details. 

 Tinsel & Turkey at the Daish Hotel, Shanklin, IoW Friday 5th to Tuesday 9th 
December 

 

Holidays 2015  

Dubrovnik– Riviera 9th – 16th May 
and a taste of Montenagro, staying at the 3* Valamar Club, Bavin Kuk, Dubrovnik.  The price 
includes a coach from Shefford to East Midlands Airport which is £100 cheaper than other airports.  
The times are reasonable too, leaving at 15.00hrs arrival 19.00hrs.  The price covers full board, 
hotel porterage, regular and varied entertainment.  One full day excursion to Monte Negro which 
includes coach and tour guide; other excursions may be booked from the hotel.  A non-refundable 
deposit of £150.00 secures your flight. The inclusive price for this holiday is £599.00.  We have only 
been allocated a few single rooms with a £15.00 per night supplement. Please note we are only 
allowed three weeks to secure the flights at this price. 

 
London Shows currently available (arranged by Stevenage Group Travel) are:  
Evening Shows – Leaving Shefford at 4.15pm – price includes coach: 
Memphis – Shaftsbury Theatre – Royal Circle Seats Thursday 16th October 

Irvin Berlin's White Christmas – Dominion Theatre    
Stalls 

Tuesday 18th November 

Please telephone for availability and prices of any outings or shows above. 
 

For all holidays, which include hotel accommodation, Shefford Leisure Group 
acts as an agent for the Tour Operator; their terms and conditions apply. 
Shefford Leisure Group is open to all in the local community who feel they 
would like to join us on our ventures and see places they would not see under 
their own steam.  We are always happy to meet new friends. 
 
Raffles are held and all the proceeds are for Keech Hospice Care for Children.  
For further information regarding dates, prices, and availability, or to receive 
our monthly newsletter, please contact Enid on 01462 851397 or e-mail 
enid.pamment@gmail.com    
 
                                                                      Enid Pamment – Shefford Leisure Group   

mailto:enid.pamment@gmail.com
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MEPPERSHALL BROWNIES 

  
MEPPERSHALL BROWNIES - OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD 
 
I apologise for mentioning the word Christmas in the title above, but as the next 
edition of the Messenger will not land on doormats until October, I thought it was 
worth reminding people that Meppershall Brownies will be taking part in Operation 
Christmas Child again this Autumn. 
Every year Operation Christmas Child sends over a million shoe boxes from the UK 
to children in hospitals, orphanages, homeless shelters and poor communities in 
other countries.   The shoe box is often the only Christmas present the children will 
receive.   
Last year Meppershall Brownies sent over 100 shoe boxes to children in Africa and 

you can see below the brownies holding just a few of them. 
 What do we do: 

 We collect empty shoe boxes 

 We cover them with Christmas wrapping 
paper 

 We sort the toys and clothes donated into age 
groups and suitable for a girl or boy 

 We fill the shoe boxes with donated items 

 We include a Christmas card from the 

brownies 

 We donate £2.50 per box to cover the 

transportation costs 

 Boxes are collected by the Samaritans and 

transported to the children 

 We receive an email back telling us where our boxes went to. 

We would therefore be really grateful of any donations of shoe boxes, wrapping 
paper and items for the shoe boxes, such as small children's toys, jewellery, hats, 
gloves, stationery, toothpaste, toothbrushes and soap 
 
We also need to raise money to send the shoe boxes and we are holding a 
table top sale and craft event at the village hall from 2 pm to 5 pm on Saturday 
25th October 2014.  If you would like a table at the sale please contact Gemma 
on 07968 529282. 
Please contact Snowy Owl (Suzanne) on 07817 392325 if you have items you 
would like to donate for the shoe boxes or the table top sale. 
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What the Editor Does 
 

The Job of Editor is a voluntary/honorary one with a 12 month term of office, at the end of which 
re-election can be sought. Responsibilities fall into two unequal parts: editing the magazine each 
month and chairing occasional meetings of the Magazine Committee. 
 
Editing the magazine.  In this part the Editor is assisted by an Assistant Editor.  They agree 
between themselves on who does what. The Editor’s aim is to ensure magazine content is 
relevant, with a broad mix of information and entertainment sourced, wherever possible, from 
within the village. 
1. Copy for each month's issue mostly comes in by e-mail attachment in the form of a Word 

document.  The majority of the copy comes from regular contributors so if one of those 

misses the copy deadline, the Ed will send a reminder. The Ed reads each piece, makes any 

necessary corrections to punctuation or spelling and files it for later use.  Occasionally 

pieces, especially letters, arrive in hard copy, which has to be transcribed. 

2. At or around copy date each month the pieces on file are set into the magazine, using the 

previous month's document as a template.  The new template is loaded to One Drive on the 

cloud, which allows the Ed and the Assistant Ed to access the same document and work on it 

at different times.  At this stage the pieces are adjusted, as necessary, for spacing and font 

size to fit into the space available.  They are simply copied and pasted into the template. 

3. Copy does not arrive all at one time but over a period of about a week.  During that week the 

Ed has 2 or 3 days of quite intensive work and 3-4 days after that of intermittent work.  

4. This stage finishes with sharing the document, on the Cloud, with John Thompson, who 

prints a proof copy.  Proof reading is done by Colette House, who advises the Ed of required 

corrections. 

5. The corrected document is then loaded onto the printing machine by John so as to leave one 

clear week for the printing. 

 
Messenger Committee Chairman 
1. The Magazine Committee meets roughly quarterly to set 

policy on such matters as advertising rates or the replacement 

of hardware.  The magazine is entirely self-funded from 

advertising income. Occasionally the Ed will refer to the 

Committee any matter where he needs a team viewpoint. 

2. The Ed will Chair/host the A.G.M. annually, towards the end of 

April, providing an opportunity for those in the village to elect 

a magazine committee, present reports from committee 

members and seek views from those in the village on the 

magazine. 

3. Most of the Committee have long experience in their positions 

and are able to provide the Ed with strong support. 
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Spotlight on volunteering with Sight Concern Bedfordshire 
 
Could you make a difference? Sight Concern makes an appeal for 

more volunteers in the Meppershall area. 

 

Sight Concern Bedfordshire, the local charity aiming to enhance the 

independence and quality of life of visually impaired people, is 

seeking to combat loneliness and isolation in Bedfordshire.  

 

With the growing numbers of older people, the incidence of people 

with visual impairment grows.  Volunteer Co-ordinator, Joanna Clark, 

explains how Sight Concern Bedfordshire volunteers can make a real 

difference to the continued well-being of those blind and visually 

impaired people who find themselves socially excluded and isolated: 

 

“By making a regular weekly home visit or telephone call, volunteers 

can provide the essential companionship that all of us need and they 

can prove a real lifeline to the visually impaired and isolated.” 

 

Volunteering with Sight Concern Bedfordshire is a rewarding activity 

that is open to all aged over 18 years, giving volunteers the added 

value of increasing their knowledge, experience and skills whilst 

helping those who would benefit. 

 

The volunteers get full training, support and development, and 

reimbursement of expenses.  

 

If you are interested please contact Joanna Clark, Volunteer 

Coordinator.  

 

Tel: 01234 264023 or email joannaclark@sightconcern.org.uk 

 

We`ll see if there is any response! 

  

mailto:joannaclark@sightconcern.org.uk
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SPORTS PAGE We hope to run a regular sports page and thank Wayne Woodcock again 

for the piece below, but Wayne cannot sustain the page on his own, and football is not the 

only sport.  If you play a sport locally or belong to a local club, please use this page to 

publicise your events, fixtures and results. Come on you cricketers, golfers, tennis players etc: 

we are waiting to hear from you! - Ed 

 
The season will have started by the time you read this and all the preparations put in 
by the managers, coaches, players, parents, committee, and helpers will be 
completed. A lot goes into running grass roots football and this includes financially. 
Without the assistance of local companies grass roots football would struggle to 
survive and offer youngsters the fantastic experiences and development that it does. 
I never cease to be surprised at the number of local companies who want to get 
involved and help out: for my own squad, U12 Reds, I am very proud to have The 
Bangkok Lounge sponsoring our match-day kit and DJ Automation Engineering 
sponsoring our training kit, both local Shefford businesses. My thanks go to Motin at 
Bangkok Lounge and Dorothy at DJ Automation for their fantastic support. If there 
are any local companies who would be interested in some kind of sponsorship for any 
of the Shefford Saints teams, no matter how large or small the amount, please feel 
free to contact me on the email address below. We have teams from U7s to adults, 
including girls’ football at some ages. wayne.sheffordsaints@virgin.net 
Refereeing can be a rewarding, but a sometimes thankless task. With the FA's 
Respect Campaign refs are now given a lot more protection, and abuse, either 
physical or verbal, is not tolerated. It is regularly a problem getting refs for games 
locally, due to a lack of refs available and the number of games that take place on a 
Saturday and Sunday locally in youth football. Many refs we see each week are 
youngsters themselves, often in their early to mid teens, who run the games with 
understanding and an enormous amount of enthusiasm, which is great to watch. 
Refereeing courses can be booked with your local FA at a cost of around £130, and, 
once completed the fees paid to a ref are usually around £20 per game with some 
refs often doing a couple of games a weekend. If there are any youngsters out there 
who would be interested in this (minimum age 14) then take a look at the Beds FA 
site in the link or contact me on my email for more advice. 
http://www.bedfordshirefa.com/referee 

Wayne Woodcock Shefford Saints U11 Reds,  07720 397 057. 
www.sheffordsaints.co.uk 
  

mailto:wayne.sheffordsaints@virgin.net
http://www.bedfordshirefa.com/referee
http://www.sheffordsaints.co.uk/
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WHERE MY CARAVAN HAS RESTED                By Denis Neilson 
 
The second three-month timeshare of a Winnebago in the USA, as recalled by Ruth & Denis 

 
Part 2: Kissimmee, Savannah, The Banks and Virginia 
Before setting off for New York, we visited Ruth’s cousin who was staying at a 
timeshare in Kissimmee.  We celebrated by having a meal at a restaurant chain called 
Outback, which specialised in steaks.  We had two surprises that night, the first being 
the amount of drink that was delivered to our table.  Ruth’s cousin had ordered the 
drinks and the barman had told her that it was happy hour and you got two drinks for 
the price of one, but she did not change the order so we all got two drinks each 
(refillable!). The second surprise was to sample a blooming onion.  It is a large onion 
that is cut to resemble a flower, battered, deep fried and served whole so that it is 
easy to pick a single piece.  It just melts in the mouth, delicious! We said our 
goodbyes the following morning and pointed Winnie’s nose towards New York.   
 
It is quite a way from Orlando to New York City so we explored on the way.   The first 
port of call was Savannah in South Carolina. A pleasant old southern town which, 
amongst other things, was used for a scene from the film Forest Gump. We actually 
sat on the seat by the bus stop in Chippewa Square that Tom Hanks had sat on and 
told his early life story to an unassuming old lady. No feather fell from the sky whilst 
we were there. We also saw our first Sears house. Sears sold the majority of their 
goods from a catalogue all over the USA and this house was ordered from that 
catalogue.  It was timber framed and clad and came in kit form complete with all 
fittings.  What is unique about the one in Savannah is that the upstairs windows were 
put in upside down! This is not noticeable unless pointed out. The sills are in the 
correct position but the sash window catches are below the centre of the window, 
not above. We also saw a house built mostly of steel.  It was built by the owner of a 
steel mill but he wanted his house to blend in with all the others so it does not look 
like steel at all but timber cladding.  It is very clever how the metal looks like grained 
wood. This area of America also boasts the antebellum houses, great mansions from 
the slave trade days. Some are magnificent structures and compete with our stately 
homes in both grandeur and style. 
 
Leaving Savannah we headed north through an area known as the ‘banks’.  This is a 
series of islands closely grouped together forming a barrier between the mainland 
and the Atlantic Ocean; a superb area primarily accessible by boat.  Ferries operate 
between the major populated areas and we caught one to Cedar Island which is very 
popular with kite surfers. From there we crossed over to Cape Hatteras Island where 
the lighthouse is the largest brick built one in the US (208 ft.).  They say the view from 
the light bay is fantastic but as it is only open from April to October we were too late   
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to find out.  It was built in 1868 to replace the original light that was destroyed in the 
American Civil War. Whilst in North Carolina we came across the Wright Brothers 
memorial at Kill Devil Hills near Kitty Hawk where the brothers made history with the 
first powered flight. It is amazing to think that the wingspan of a Boeing 747 is over 
twice the distance of that first flight: 120 ft. in 12 seconds.  The place where they 
achieved this remarkable feat is a bleak windswept spot, even today.  
 
Our next stop was Virginia Beach, Virginia, where we visited friends from my days 
working with NATO and got up to date with all their news. The city of Norfolk is close 
to Virginia Beach and it has one of the original Woolworths stores with its dark brown 
wooden oblong, staffed sales counters: no self-service, and compared with shops of 
today, very poorly lit. It really takes you back in time.  The city is also home to the 
huge naval base which supports all US naval vessels operating in the Atlantic, 
Mediterranean Sea and Indian Ocean. The naval base is a city in itself.  By contrast, 
not too far away, is Williamsburg, which thrives just as it was in 1776 when the 16 
settler states (known as the Commonwealth) declared independence from English 
rule and taxation. No vehicles, except horse drawn ones, are allowed in the streets, 
which themselves are hard packed earth.  People exercise and demonstrate their 
skills in weaving and making clothes, timber work, food processing, in fact all the 
skills needed to survive in that environment. It was fascinating to see a wheelwright 
at work, especially when he put the glowing metal ‘tyre’ on a newly made wheel 
which made the wood hiss then creak as the metal contracted onto the wood to hold 
everything together. Political power was no different then from now; it was based on 
wealth and who you knew. The least of the criteria required to be a councillor was to 
own a plantation and a minimum number of slaves!  Thank goodness that 
requirement does not still apply.  We also visited Jamestown where the first British 
settlers to the continent arrived.  They really had it hard.  It was swampy and the 
seeds they had brought with them would not grow, plus they had to contend with 
unknown bugs and diseases.  They eventually managed to communicate with the 
local Indians and learn from them how to live off the land. It was this relationship 
between Indian and Settler that led to the marriage of John Smith to Pocahontas.     
Chesapeake Bay is crossed via a bridge/tunnel. The bridge part allows submarines to 
enter and leave Norfolk naval base whereas the tunnel allows surface ships free 
passage without any height restrictions: quite a novel concept and certainly efficient. 
It is a fast dual highway road and the transfer from bridge to tunnel and back to  
bridge is seamless as you head towards Washington.   
 

To be continued in next issue  
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LIFE ON THE WILD SIDE by JEREMY HOLDEN 
 

Photo Story - Bioluminescent Fungus, Sumatra  
 

The rain forest is full of surprises. Even familiar things can suddenly show 
themselves in a different light – sometimes quite literally. 
 

The delicate white 
fruiting bodies of 
Filoboletus mushrooms 
are a familiar sight in 
Sumatra. A week or so 
after a period of heavy 
rain they spring up in 
photogenic clumps on 
rotten logs or fallen 
twigs on the forest 
floor. I had 
photographed them 
numerous times during 

the day without realising that their true extraordinary nature was only revealed 
at night. 
 
Many denizens of the rain forest are more active after dark, and that it is when 
it is best to look for them. During Fauna & Flora International biodiversity 
surveys we spend a few hours each night tramping through the forest with 
torches searching for nocturnal creatures. Snakes, frogs and many insects are 
more active once the sun sets, and in the concentrated beam of a torch, well 
camouflaged species – which can be almost impossible to spot during the day – 
can be more easily seen. 
 
But sometimes it takes the natural shadows of a rain forest night for certain 
things to be revealed. One particularly dry and bright night I was out looking for 
snakes. Dry moonlit nights are usually less productive for some reason and I 
didn’t have much success. The moon was so bright that I turned off the torch 
and sat down on a log to let my eyes get accustomed to the silvery light. After a 
few minutes I could see clearly. I became aware of a greenish glow nearby, an 
unearthly luminance at the end of the log I was sitting on. Earlier in the day I   
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had spotted a cluster of Filoboletus on this log, their wax-white caps obvious in 
the forest shadows. Now I noticed that these same fungi were glowing with 
their own mysterious light. 
 
The light was faint, but moving closer to them it was quite clear – bright 
enough, I suspected, to be recorded on film. There was no way to meter this 
faint glow so I made a guess and set the camera for a ten-minute exposure. It 
was pleasant sitting in the forest, so I tried another exposure at 15 minutes; 
then another at 30 minutes; and finally (as I had discovered I could actually 
read my book by the light of the moon) a full one-hour exposure. 
This was in the days of film and it was over a month before I got the results 
back. I trawled through the 20 films assessing all the things I had photographed 
in the last month without thought of the fungi pictures. Afterwards I suddenly 
recalled my experiment. I looked back through the transparencies again and 
found one strip that appeared black. The first four shots showed nothing at all. 
Only on the fifth frame – the one-hour exposure – was there the faintest sign of 
an image. Film had latitude of around five stops; meaning that below five stops 
of underexposure nothing would be recorded. This faint exposure was clearly 
about five stops underexposed. To record the fungus I would need to multiple 
the exposure time by five, giving an exposure of at least five hours. 
A few weeks later I found another small group of Filoboletus. This time I built a 
small tent over the fungi to guard against ambient light and the possibility of 
rain ruining the shoot.  I set the camera to give a five-hour exposure and went 
out to look for snakes! 
 
It remains unclear why certain species of fungi are bioluminescent. It is not an 
uncommon characteristic, but is more often seen in the mycelium of fungi 
rather than in the fruiting body, as happens with Filoboletus. An enzyme known 
as luciferase causes this luminescent effect, and in certain areas the forest floor 
may appear scattered with this pale glow, like a night-time city seen from an 
aircraft.  
 
A month later I checked my processed films again. This time I discovered my 
five-hour exposure had worked and I had a single image capturing the 
mysterious night time phenomenon of Filoboletus.  
 
And we are lucky enough to see that picture in The Messenger!   Ed 
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THE LUCY PAGES 
By Lucy Standbridge 
Aged 13 (Congratulations Lucy!)  
 

             

In August, I went and helped out at the Sparks holiday club. 
Sparks is a children’s holiday club held in St. Mary’s church 
for children aged from 5 to 12 years old. This year, Sparks 
was held from the 11th to the 14th of August and the theme 
was Space Academy. The church was our Spaceship and all 
the children helped to decorate it. All the children were 

Astronauts and adult helpers were Captains.  
There were all sorts of activities and things to do, like 
the Cosmic Café where the children made Cheese 
Stars and Rocket Hot Dogs, the Moonwalk which was 
a bouncy castle where the children had to get past 
Captain Buzz and Captain Lightyear (Dawn and Morag) 
and a surprise Supernova session where we learnt to 
play a song on the ukulele. In missions we could have a go at soap carving, 
making a rocket and making a mobile and in Phaser Fitness we played fun 
games like egg and spoon on a space hopper! At the beginning and the end of 
each day, there was an "altogether" where everyone came out of their dens 
and we shouted our team’s chants, watched the Drama team, said the Sparks 
prayer and joined the worship team to sing some hymns and Sparks songs.  On 
the last day all the Astronauts faced the ‘Big Space Exam!’ and had to answer 
some questions to pass. Everyone passed and got to throw their graduation 
caps in the air! 

I interviewed some of the Sashes, Group Leader 
and children: I interviewed Anwen (aged 6 and in 
Yellow group) and Carys Jones (aged 4 and in 
Yellow group), Jess Read (a sash, aged 12 and in 
Blue group), Ed Deluca (a sash, aged 13 and in Red 

group), Alexandra Rowlands (aged 5 and in Orange group), Benita Lines (a sash, 
aged 11 and in Red group), Joshua Smith (aged 4 and in Blue group) and Natalie 
Cockrill (the purple group leader).  I asked them if they have been to Sparks 
before and why they went this year. Alexandra hadn’t been to Sparks before 
and she said “I normally go to the holiday club at my church in Arlesey, but it 
wasn’t on this year and this one sounded like fun”, whereas Jess has been lots 
of times before and comes because she finds it really fun.  Anwen has been 
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twice before and Joshua came last year and had lots of fun. Natalie decided to 

help out this year for the first time, because she knows Roni and it sounded like 

fun.  Carys’ favourite thing about this year was the making and gluing she did in 

Missions, whilst Benita liked making the team dens. Ed’s favourite activity was 

the Moonwalk and Joshua said “I liked making things, the rockets and eating 

my Smarties!” The final question I asked was ‘Is there anything you would like 

to see next year?’ There is nothing Benita, Anwen, Carys and Alexandra wanted 

to see but Jess said that she would like to see more kids come along and more 

activities for older kids. Ed said he would like water fights for the Sparks 

Challenge, Natalie thinks that Fairy Tales would be a good theme another year 

and Joshua had a few ideas on themes; Cowboys, Animals and Fish and other 

underwater things.            

 
_________________________________________________________________ 

 

CAT MISSING 
 

 
LAST SEEN ON SUNDAY 14TH SEPTEMBER 

WHITE WITH BLACK MARKINGS 
PLEASE CHECK SHEDS,  GARAGES AND ANY OUT BUILDINGS 

ANY INFORMATION PLEASE CONTACT KAYLEIGH OR CHRIS ON 01462 339629. 

Churchyard Working Party 

Saturday November 1st - please come and join friends for the autumn clear up 
from 8.30am. Refreshments served, all welcome for as little or as long as you 
can spare. Bring your own tools if possible (rakes etc!)  
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FINANCIAL UPDATE by PAUL SAVUTO 

Q: I am a Director of a company and I employ around 50 staff.  I have heard 
that I have to offer a pension scheme to my staff.  Is that right? 
 
A: Yes, under the workplace pension reform, also known as automatic 
enrolment, all UK business will legally have to offer pensions to workers eligible 
for automatic enrolment by 2018.  Employers will have to contribute towards 
their workers retirement savings, although workers can opt out of the scheme.  
If you haven’t already done so, you may want to: 

 Create a plan of action 

 Consider setting up a dedicated project team to help co-ordinate the 

transition 

 Select a pension provider 

 Communicate with all your workers 

Alternatively, speak to DGS to help guide you through your requirements and 
deadlines. 
 
Q: I have life cover in place to protect my family in the event of my death, but 
should I bother reviewing it? 
A: The simple answer is YES.  Here are 4 reasons why you might want to review 
your life cover. 
Childcare costs 
If one person is taking a career break to raise a family, have you considered the 
impact their death would have on childcare. It may mean the other parent has 
to cut down to part time hours or take on full time childcare. With part time 
childcare now costing on average more than a mortgage, it might be the right 
time to ensure that both parents are covered with life insurance. 
Moving Jobs 
Changing employer could mean you lose any life cover that comes with your 
job or you receive a different level of cover.  This is a valuable work benefit that 
is often overlooked when switching jobs.  Your level of income should always 
be a factor taken into account when reviewing your life cover. 
Mortgage 
Life insurance policies are often bought when we finalise our mortgage.  But 
with house prices changing frequently, and more families repaying mortgages  
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or switching providers, it’s easy to forget the life cover – check you have 
enough. 
Inflation 
Some life insurance policies so not keep up with inflationary cost of living 
increases.  Would you be happy leaving your family to meet these extra costs if 
you have a protection shortfall? 
At DGS we believe Life insurance is designed to protect you in different 
financial and emotional situations and help you and your family to be protected 
should the unexpected happen.  
To review your particular requirements please contact Paul Savuto on 07834 
499595 for a free financial health check. 
 

Competition Time Update 
You may recall back in November 2013, I asked you to let me know what you thought 
the closing level of the FTSE 100 Index (UK largest 100 companies) would be on 16th 
June 2014 and 19th December 2014.   
As of 11th November 2013, the FTSE 100 Index level was 6,727 and at 16th June 2014, 
the closing level was 6,754. 
Congratulations to Paul Lucas who was closest, with his guess of 6,780.  Paul wins 
some wine and also took me up on my offer of a free financial health check, to make 
sure he is still on track to meet his financial goals. 
The FTSE100 is currently at 6,865, but where to next?  Still want to join in.  Simply 
guess the level of the FTSE on 19th December 2014. Contact me by phone 07834 
499595 or email ps@dgsifa.com with your closing level and include your name, 
address and contact number. Have fun.   

Paul Savuto, Chartered Financial Planner, DGS Independent Financial Advisers. 
 
With apologies to both Pauls, this notice should have appeared in the Aug/Sept 
issue. – Ed  

mailto:ps@dgsifa.com
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CALENDAR OF MEPPERSHALL EVENTS 

 
October 2014 

Thursday 2nd    

Evergreens 2.15 – 4.00 pm The Sugar Loaf 

Saturday 4th    

Karen's Karaoke  Meppershall  Social Club 
Sunday 5th    

Silver Sunday 2.00 – 5.00 pm Rosehill Hospital, Hitchin 

Sunday 12th    

2nd Sunday Hike Meet 10.30 am St Mary's Church 
Friday 17th    

Caribbean Night 7.00 pm - Midnight Shefford Memorial Hall 

Sunday 19th    

Pets Service 11.00 am St Mary's Church 
Thursday 23rd    

Evergreens 2.15 – 4.00 pm The Sugar Loaf 

Saturday 25th    

Brownies Table-top Sale 3.00 – 5.00 pm Village Hall 
Vauxhall Male Voice Choir 7.30 pm St Mary's Church 

Thursday 30th    

Charity Race Night 7.30 pm Bromham Village Hall, in 
Aid of Keech Hospice Care 

Friday 31st    
Halloween Disco 9.00 pm  - midnight Meppershall  Social Club 
 

November 2014 
Saturday 1st    

Churchyard Working Party From 8.30 am St Mary's Church 

Winter Fair & Fireworks From 5.30 pm Behind Village Hall 

Thursday 6th   
Evergreens 2.15 – 4.00 pm The Sugar Loaf 

Saturday 8th    

Karen's Karaoke  Meppershall  Social Club 

Thursday 20th    
Evergreens 2.15 – 4.00 pm The Sugar Loaf 

Saturday 23rd   

Xmas Craft Fayre Midday – 4.00 pm Shefford Memorial Hall 

Fri 28th & Sat  29th    

Players Pantomime See poster on p.44 Village Hall 
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Beer Review: Cairngorm - Blessed Thistle 
 
Next up is ale that couldn't be more Scottish if it 
came wrapped in a kilt.  Here we have a bottle 
called Blessed Thistle from the Cairngorm Brewery 
Company.  This 500ml bottle from Tesco weighs in 
at 4.5% volume - on the light side for ale.  The 
front label is as Scottish as you can get.  An image 
of a thistle is accompanied by Cairngorm's 
mountain logo. 
Spinning the bottle round, we see that Cairngorm 
have gone for the "wrap a big label all the way around the bottle" 
approach.  Where the join would normally be, we are told in big 
letters "Brewed in the Highlands of Scotland".  Further around, we 
get a clear rear label.  White and red text on a grey background 
helping to make it even more readable.  Surprisingly modern 

typeface though. This bottle has 2.3 units of alcohol.  One 
worthwhile addition is the full address of the brewery.  Worthwhile 
because it's good to know exactly where it comes from.  This one 
is from Dalfaber, Aviemore, Inverness-shire. 
The single main paragraph tells us everything we want to know 
and some facts that the drinker may not know.  For example, 
apparently "Before hops were used for bittering beers, many 
different herbs and spices would be employed by the brewer to 
import bitterness and flavour.  Blessed Thistle seeks to recreate 
just that."  Amazingly, and possible uniquely, Blessed Thistle gets 
it's bitterness from boiled thistles.  Pale, crystal and chocolate grains are also in there 
plus some hops and ginger added late on.  Malty ale is what the drinker can expect. 
When poured Into the glass, it's darker than you might expect.  Dark, but not opaque, 
which looks good.  There's a creamy head there too if poured correctly.  On the nose, 
it's sufficiently complex to be ale.  Even to the untrained nose, it is overwhelmingly 
malty, but not to dark ale/stout or Leffe proportions, in fact, quite pleasant. 
The taste is complex - bitter maltiness is what this drink is all about.  If pushed to 
pigeon-hole it, it's a bitter.  The grains? They're probably there in the flavour.  The 
hops and ginger?  They're just about detectable too.  The boiled thistle?  It's hard to 
tell really.  It does however, have a sort of flowery, heathery, lightness to it and that 
could be the thistle. 
As you work your way through the bottle, trying to figure out what you are tasting, you 
won't find it a challenge.  The remarkable lightness and refreshing character of this 
ale makes it very, very drinkable. To sum up Blessed Thistle – it has an unusual 
make-up of flavours.  The drinker may well find it more refreshing than many types of 
ale.  For those who like their bitter – bitter, then you'll want to try this drink.  It is a 
good, solid ale with something new, but perhaps not unusual enough to make it truly 
outstanding. For any bitter drinker, it is well worth giving it a try. 

Abridged from the first publication on Hywel's Big Log 2008 by John Thompson. 

Blessed Thistle is available from Tesco, Baldock 

  

http://hywelsbiglog.wordpress.com/
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Henlow Church of England Academy 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Henlow welcomes new Head 
  

Henlow Academy has started the new academic year with a new Headteacher. 
Following the retirement of Ray Payne after 17 years at Henlow, Caren Earp has 
taken up the baton of leadership at the Church of England Middle School. 
Caren spent nine years as Vice Principal of Samuel Whitbread Academy; part of 
the Bedfordshire East Multi Academy Trust which also includes middle and 
lower schools. Her role in recent years has included curriculum development 
across years 9 to 13 and the quest to provide seamless learning as students 
transfer from Year 8 - valuable experience which she brings with her, as the 
country launches a new curriculum. 
Caren’s career began in South London where her love of teaching was nurtured 
at an outstanding boys’ school. A move to Hertfordshire led to Head of English 
and Assistant Headteacher roles, which enabled her to gain a range of senior 
leadership experience, before her first Deputy Headship in Stevenage. 
Caren is delighted to be taking Henlow forward into the future. “Our school 
motto is ‘Aiming for Excellence’ and, as we embark on a new era in education, I 
will ensure that our unstinting focus is upon each individual child’s learning.” 
Mrs Earp is looking forward to welcoming all parents of current pupils into 
school throughout the year and those parents with children entering Year 5 in 
2015 at the annual parents’ information evening on Thursday 6th November 
and the School at Work evening on Wednesday 12th November. 
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PUZZLE PAGES 

Su Doku 127 - Medium 

 

The objective is to fill a 9×9 grid with digits so that each column, each row, and each of the 
nine 3×3 sub-grids that compose the grid contains all of the digits from 1 to 9 

Arithmetic Square Puzzle 101 

 

Use the numbers 1 through 16 to complete the equations.  Each number is only used once. 
Each row is a math equation. Each column is a math equation. 
In this puzzle multiplication and division are performed before addition and subtraction. 

 
(Solutions on page 39-40 – with thanks to Paul Smith)  

3

7 9 6

4 7 1 3

5 2

8 4

6 9 1

6 1 4 5 9 2

2 6 8
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MEPPERSHALL SOCIAL CLUB 

FRIDAYS 

Cash Bingo, eyes down 7.15pm, open to all, £1.00 entry for non- members. 
 
Meat & Fish raffle during the bingo interval (£1 per square). 
 

SATURDAYS 

Karen's Karaoke, one Saturday per month, open to all, (see notice boards and 
the Players' piece in The Messenger for dates). 
 

SUNDAYS 

Paul Carne's Quiz Night, 2nd Sunday of each month, open to all, £1 to play, 
starts 7.30pm sharp, cash prize. 
 
We currently have a Crib (summer) and Domino (winter) team that play on a 
Thursday night in the Shefford & District league, we wish to invite new players 
to join the team(s). We currently have no Darts team; if there are any players in 
the village that wish to play, please Email the address below. 
 

ENTERTAINMENT  
We strive to provide regular entertainment to cater for all tastes, but we do 
need YOUR support to continue to do so. We have a soloist all round 
entertainer in August and a Duo in September. Please see the notice boards for 
further details or Email. These events are OPEN TO ALL, MEMBERS AND NON-
MEMBERS. 
 

OUR OPENING TIMES: Mon to Sat 8pm till 11pm & Sun 12 till 4pm & 8 till 

11pm. 
Fresh filled rolls available Sunday lunchtime. 
Children welcome (with an adult) and your dog is welcome too. 
 
Membership is currently HALF PRICE. 
 
Email- sharon1805@hotmail.co.uk  

mailto:sharon1805@hotmail.co.uk
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PUZZLE SOLUTIONS 

Solution to last month's Wordsearch 
 

 
 

  

B P C A M P B E L L F T O W E R M U G

U O O U Y W E A B O Y N E R I N G A W

I O N C O Z R K N E V E G A K E L D Y

L L W H R H E Z M F I N L A R I G O D

T Y Y E K E M F L Z E B I C R O F T I

H G M N D R Y S L W Y N Q D H G X E R

D O N N E S T A R O D O V E R O T T A

U R U E E T E N B Y O U F C P A N Z C

W D P L Y M O U T H A R A M R I B E R

K O N T P O W I S L B C S R L M E Y A

B N I Y R N O C Y L E A T F T A M L W

L A O P H C I L G E R R A N D O O N F

R E L C B E O A S E Y E D L U L Y H O

I L O L K U M R V D S W E E N N J A R

O R A D O X R E F S T R A M E M N W D

E M A U D C H G E E W A L C U W R E D

R Z F N O A H D H M Y L O R R T L N Y

X U I S D E I N A F T I D Y N E V O R

S P Y N I E I H Y Q H U N T L Y G O E
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Solution to Su Doku 127 

 

 
 

Solution to Arithmetic Square Puzzle 101 

 

 
 

6 1 9 5 2 4 7 8 3

5 2 3 7 8 9 1 6 4

4 7 8 1 3 6 2 5 9

1 3 7 4 5 8 9 2 6

8 9 5 2 6 1 4 3 7

2 4 6 9 7 3 8 1 5

7 6 1 8 4 5 3 9 2

9 5 2 3 1 7 6 4 8

3 8 4 6 9 2 5 7 1
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FILM REVIEW                                                By Carlie Newman 

BOYHOOD (cert. 15 2 hrs. 46 mins) This is innovative filmmaking at its very 

best. Filming in Texas for three to four days every year for 12 years, Richard 

Linklater, the director, follows the same actors in their parts. We see Mason Jr 

(Ellar Coltrane) grow from a six year-old child until he goes to college at 18. His 

sister Samantha is played by the director’s daughter Lorelei Linklater and his 

divorced parents by Ethan Hawke as his father, Mason, and Patricia Arquette as 

Mason Jr’s mother Olivia. 

The emphasis is on the characters rather 

than the story and, although various 

incidents occur, we are always more 

concerned with how the children - in 

particular the young lad - deal with what 

is happening. We see the family move 

home. The mother marries twice more and separates from both. One of the 

stepfathers is actually over-harsh with young Mason. Most of the time the 

children live just with their struggling single mother while their father pops in 

and out of their lives. 

The years segue into each other and often the only way we know it is a 

different year is by the clothes the boy wears and his different haircuts, with 

little references to games and the current President of the USA. From being just 

a little boy we see Mason develop into a young man gaining and losing a 

girlfriend on the way. 

Arquette gives a moving performance as the mother trying so hard to do the 

best for her children but also give herself an education as an adult and have a 

love life. Hawke plays the father as someone who would like to be with his kids 

more but somehow loses his way frequently. When he is with the children he is 

a great dad, but he spends insufficient time with them. Lorelei shows a very 

real teenage girl developing and it must have been very hard for her father to 

keep her going as an actress over all the years. Linklater has drawn out a 

stupendous performance from Ellar as Mason Jr. We seem to see a real boy 

face all the difficulties of growing up and coping with the fun times as well as 

the difficult times in his life. A tremendous film - go see!  
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The Players have been busy planning ahead for this year and next, so after much 
discussion, this is what we hope to do: 

 
Rehearsals are now well underway for the 2014 Pantomime ‘Beauty & the 
Beast’. I want to say a big “thank you” already to all those who have thrown 
themselves into sewing and making costumes, painting and making scenery; it's 
a hive of activity at rehearsals, on and off the stage. 
Tickets for ‘Beauty & the Beast’ are now on sale at Roger's Bakery. Mary and her 
ladies will be happy to sell you tickets alongside your usual order of bread and 
cakes (and we all know you can never have too much cake!). 
Tickets can also be purchased from the Players on Wednesday evenings at the 

Village Hall from 7.30pm-10pm, and we will be selling Pantomime tickets at the 

Table Top Sale in October; we'll also be hosting our 'Something For Everyone' 

Tombola, and we'll be giving you the chance to win a pair of tickets for the first 

night of ‘Beauty and the Beast’. 

The Pantomime Dates and Prices are as follows: 
Fri 28th & Sat 29th November & Fri 5th & Sat 6th December. 
Prices: Sat Matineé £6 - Con £5; Evenings £8 - Con £7; Last night £9 - No 
Concessions. 

Would you like to help ‘Front of House’ at the Pantomime? If the answer is yes 

please let me (Karen) know on 01462 816336. We always appreciate the 

marvellous job that Friends of the Players do on performance nights. I look 

forward to hearing from you. 

Future Productions: VE/VJ celebration/commemoration production (title still to 
be decided). 
Read Through: Wed 7th January 2015, 7.30pm at the Village Hall. 
Auditions: Wed 14th January 2015, at the Village Hall, 7.30pm VE/VJ 
Production: Fri 8th & Sat 9th May 2015 7.45pm at the Village Hall. Tickets £10 - 
No Concessions (Includes Food).  
We are still looking for a pianist for this production. 
  
Pantomime 2015- 27th & 28th Nov & Fri 4th & 5th Dec: Robin Hood 
 
The Meppershall Players have their own page on Facebook, which will be 
updated the first Monday of every month.  If you use the Village Hall don’t 
forget to check out the notice boards in the front entrance. We always have 
plenty of information about the Players on the board.  
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For those of you who enjoy singing, Karen’s Karaoke is at Meppershall Social 
Club once a month throughout the year on the following Dates: Sat 4th Oct, Sat 
8th Nov, Sat 20th Dec.  So come along and enjoy a sing song in a friendly 
atmosphere. 

 
Wanted: One Pianist for Musicals and Pantomimes. Does not need to attend 
every rehearsal, only six musical rehearsals per production and then 
performances (2-3 on musicals & variety’s, 6 on Pantos).  

 
The players meet every Wednesday evening at 7.30pm at the Village Hall. 
Membership is free and we welcome anyone from the age of 9 years to 90+ to 
indulge in all areas of theatrical performances, from set building to costumes, 
directing to acting, make-up to song & dance.  If you are interested in any of 
the above we look forward to meeting you. 
                

Karen Mitchell (Players Secretary) 01462 816336 
 
 
 

What'sit? 
 

You have probably walked past these   Now where is this plaque? 
smart railings many times, but did you   Answer next month. 
recall that they are outside  
18 High Street? 
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The Classic Combustion Shed – Pagani  - By Wayne Allen 
 
Welcome to the updated and expanded Classic Combustion Shed formally known as The 
Bike Shed. As you may have seen previously I have been keen to include some articles for 
our classic car community especially as a result of the Meppershall Summer Fair. Having an 
interest in all things mechanical I also wanted to broaden the appeal of this feature and 
reflect the common interest of many I have spoken to in the surrounding area, with 
special note of the wonderful aviation history on our doorstep at Shuttleworth. So 
going forward I hope the new format retains your interest and allows a greater reach into 
other mechanical enthusiasts. 

To kick off proceedings we have part 1 of the Italian Car Job 
where Sean (pictured left next to what he thinks will be his 
Christmas present). We completed what should have been his 
road trip back in June to visit the Italian exotic car 
manufactures. We start with Pagani in near Modena. 
Argentinian by birth, Horacio Pagani demonstrated an 
unparalleled passion as a boy for drawing, designing and 

making model cars from balsa wood. As he matured he knew that his future lay in Italy, 
where he would seek employment with one of the many sports car manufactures.  Armed 
with a personal reference letter from Juan Manuel Fangio, 5 times world formula 1 
champion, Horacio literally knocked on the doors of Ferrari, Lamborghini and other 
prestigious manufactures, selling his enthusiasm. Eventually Lamborghini opened its doors 
to him on the basis he would work his way up from lowest job to get the practical experience 
of the world of car manufacturing. He took this opportunity and soon demonstrated his 
genius as a designer and rose rapidly to become a leading figure in the design department. 
His most notable work was the redesign of the Lamborghini Countach Anniversary model. 
Eventually Pagani set up his own manufacturing company and the Pagani Zonda was born.  
It debuted in 1999 at the Geneva Motor Show ,Powered by a 6.0 L (366 cu in) Mercedes-
Benz V12 engine producing 389 hp at 5200 rpm and 420 lb·ft at 3800 rpm, mated to a 5-
speed manual transmission gearbox. The C12 could accelerate to 60 mph in 4.2 seconds and 
to 100 mph in 9.2 seconds. This car made a huge impact on and dent into the established 
super car makers market. 
Pagani continues to dominate an exclusive base of customers with a 2 year waiting list for 
the latest Model, the Huayra (pronounced: wai-rah).  At a price tag in access of £1,000,000 
get your order in now! Based again on the Mercedes AMG V12 (pictured right) it 
produces a staggering 720HP and will propel you to 60mph in 3.2 seconds with a top speed 
of 231mph. Pagani's quest for perfection extends to the 
in car sound system, so good that it has won the 
coveted What Hi-Fi award. Mr Pagani can also sell you 
one of his standard living room systems, including 
turntable and a valve driven amplifier for just over 
£200,000. In the next part of the Italian Car Job we visit 
the Lamborghini museum and go on factory tour. For 
more pictures and stories please check my Facebook 
page The Classic Combustion Shed. 
A new Huayra arriving back at the factory after a sedate test drive….I don’t think. 
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It seems a long-time since July when the MGC held its annual garden 
safari.  This event is the highlight of the club’s year, when we tour 
around admiring a selection of members’ gardens, picking up hints 
and tips on both the plants and garden design. 
 
Talking about garden design, for our August meeting we took the 
opportunity of paying a visit to the newly restored Swiss Garden at 
Old Warden. The restoration covered almost every aspect of the 
garden, from renewing the paths to repairing decorative features.  
Even the Swiss Cottage has been re-thatched and adorned with new 
gold finials and faithful copies of the original 1870’s chimney pots.    It 
was an excellent day out and I am sure that a visit to the Swiss 
Garden will become a regular on the MGC trip list. To find out more, 
visit: www.theswissgarden.org 
 
According to the meteorologists , we are now officially in autumn but 
despite this there are still some wonderful gardens to visit that are at 
their best at this time of the year. 

 

Marcia Bairstow writes: 
There most certainly are some great places to visit during the 
autumn. This time of year is when our deciduous trees can really 
display a magnificent array of leaf colour. 
One such place right on our doorstep is Sharpenhoe Clappers, a 
National Trust area Nr Streatley, Beds. It is a classic chalk escarpment 
and part of the Chilterns Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty. There 
is an impressive beech wood covering most of the area, with winding 
paths and wonderful views over the surrounding countryside. In 
autumn it is a delight to walk along the path covered in fallen leaves 
from the beeches with that ‘crunch’ underfoot, and look up and see 
the wonderful russet colour of the beech leaves above. Traces of an 
Iron Age hill-fort can also be found. 
  

http://www.theswissgarden.org/
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There is a free car park halfway up the hill from Streatley on the 
Sharpenhoe road and the pathways commence from there. 
 
Whipsnade Tree Cathedral, Whipsnade, Beds. 
This incredible Tree Cathedral made from trees, shrubs and plants, 
was planted by Edmond K Blyth after the First World War in the spirit 
of ‘faith, hope and reconciliation’. Several of his close friends were 
killed during the war. In 1930 returning home after a visit to Liverpool 
Cathedral he saw the evening sun shining on a coppice of trees and 
he envisaged building a cathedral with trees. Work began in 1932 and 
continued in stages, but it became overgrown during the Second 
World War. After the war work recommenced and the first religious 
service at the site was held in 1953 and services continue to this day. 
In 1960 it was accepted as a gift by the National Trust. 
The cathedral covers a nine acre site and is planted in the form of a 
cathedral with grass avenues and ‘wall’ of trees. A visit in autumn 
provides wonderful leaf colours. 
Open all day. 
Car park: 9am – 7pm 
 

                             Marcia  
 

Contacts for The Meppershall Garden Club: 
Linda Parker   01462 815114  
Kim Lee Tyler             01462 811750  
 Sarah Till             01462 817176  

e-mail at: meppershallgardenclub@hotmail.co.uk  
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Lewis's Further Adventures  
 
MORE MOVES. 
 
We were offered a three bedroom end of terrace house with large garden in 
Herford, reducing my travelling by thirty miles a day.  We went to look at it and 
Fran was delighted, so that settled it. It was administered by the Lifeguards 
which meant we would have Mess facilities. The children and Manny loved the 
house, it had a cellar and an attic to the great delight of the children. 
The Regiment had to move to Todendorf on the Baltic for Firing Camp, this 
happened twice a year, laagering halfway at Sennelager. The accommodation 
at Todendorf was good, in wooden billets, set back some fifty yards from the 
firing points. Everything went well for the first few days; I was relaxing in the 
Radar Repair Vehicle, the aircraft towing the sleeve which the guns fired at 
passed overhead, the individual guns were firing off bursts of four rounds when 
from further down the point there was a heavy ‘crump’.  I jumped out and 
looked down the line of guns: one barrel was missing! Together with many 
other personnel I ran down the line, the gun crew were still manning the 
weapon but one of the loaders was slumped over his support ‘ring’. 
We manhandled him out of the ring; he had a shorn-off piece of the barrel 
protruding from his abdomen; the duty ambulance pulled up and we lifted him 
on to a stretcher and loaded him into the ambulance. The Medical Officer 
arrived, assessed the situation and removed the offending piece of the barrel, 
the wound was dusted off with antibiotics and the ambulance took the casualty 
away to the German Medical facility in the camp. He was very lucky, the red 
hot metal had cauterised the wound, and in a month he was back on duty. I 
checked over the gun with my Weapons Artificer, we replaced the barrel and 
logged the incident - premature detonation. 
 After fourteen days we wrapped up the equipment and wended our way back 
to Gutersloh at the inspiring convoy speed of some twenty-five miles to the 
hour, again laagering at Sennelager. In Mansergh barracks at Gutersloh I made 
sure all the workshop vehicles and personnel were back in, jumped into the VX 
and headed north to Herford, great re-union with all the family even though it 
was late at night. The next day was a Saturday, and very early the boys and 
daughter were swarming over the bed, each trying to command individual 
attention, Fran and I gave in and went down stairs to prepare breakfast for the 
hungry triumvirate.  
It was a sunny day and we had the French doors open to the garden, Manny 
was racing in and out, the children were their usual noisy selves, when an 
Austin Champ drew up outside the house – problems. It was my Weapons 
Artificer, he gave me a sitrep: 16 Regt had followed us and taken over the   
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ranges at Todendorf; there had been a fatality, a Captain Instructor of Gunnery 
was dead, so, as was always the case, the weapon had to be fully inspected and 
tested before the body could be removed. This could not be carried out by the 
16 Regt R.E.M.E. Workshop - it had to be an independent authority who had 
not worked on the weapon, and we were that qualified authority. 
I packed my gear, said a tearful farewell to the family after just a few hours 
together and we turned out onto the Autobahn and headed north.  The Champ 
had a good turn of speed and we pushed it along, taking it in turns driving and 
maintained a good pace. 
Six hours later, at four in the afternoon we pulled into Todendorf, called out 
the Duty Officer and made our way to the firing line. The gun was covered in a 
tarpaulin and had a sentry on duty. By this time we had the gun crew and the 
Troop Commander in attendance. The tarpaulin was removed at my request 
and we took photographs of the corpse and the open breech of the gun. I had 
the remains of the corpse removed by the medics. The Assistant Instructor of 
Gunnery, a Royal Artillery W.O. 2 was present and I questioned him closely. The 
gun had suffered a misfire after firing three rounds from a ‘clip’ of four, it was 
declared a ‘Hang-Fire’.  The book procedure at this point was to clear all 
personnel from the weapon and wait for a minimum of one hour before 
opening the breech. The Ack.I.G. confirmed that after some thirty minutes the 
Captain became very agitated and ordered the Gun Sergeant to open the 
breech, he refused to do so and was backed up by the Ack.I.G. Eventually the 
Captain swore at them, went up to the gun and opened the breech but as he did 
so the charge blew up, removing his head and parts of his shoulders. He had 
flaunted the rules and regulations developed over many years and paid the 
ultimate penalty. 
The body parts adhering to the breech were removed and put into a container for 
the medics.  We then carefully cleaned the breech, and carried out critical 
measurements, particularly around the locking mechanism.  A gun barrel has four 
quarters of life: this one was just entering its second quarter so was relatively 
new; we whistled up the safety officer and received clearance to test the weapon.  
A clip of four rounds was fitted and fired off, the gun operated correctly and was 
handed back to its crew. Now for all the paperwork which would be submitted to 
a Court of Enquiry and had to be correct in every detail.  I handed our report in to 
the Adjutant and he gave us his warm thanks for what had been a difficult job. We 
bade him farewell, tanked up with petrol and turned south for home, Raf dropped 
me off at my home and carried on to Gutersloh, another day was over. 
 
W.O. 2 AQMS. Lewis Birt. R.E.M.E. 

                          To be continued.  
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Parents, Grandparents, & Childminders are all welcome! 

Parents, Grandparents, & Childminders are all welcome. 
 
Well our first month back after a lovely summer, was a busy one! Now we are seeing the 
autumn weather creep upon us, why not bring your little people along for some fun 
indoors? 
On 7th October we have our usual ‘messy play’ session. Old clothes recommended as we 
will be doing bubble and feet painting and will also have our large water game and aqua 
draw out. For craft there will be finger painting and leaf printing. Tuesday 14th sees us 
embracing the autumn theme, when we will be turning our wooden house into a tree 
house and decorating with our handprints made the week before! The farm play set will 
also be out along with the dark tent and torches. At the craft table we will be attempting 
leaf rubbing.  
On 21st there we will be lots of fun and games with our Halloween party! Our party pack 
will be out, including a small bouncy castle, tents and tunnels, ride-ons and musical 
instruments. We will also be having a go at making Halloween mobiles! 28th Oct is half 
term, so unfortunately no session this week!  
 We appreciate the continued support of local families and also any help offered with 
setting up and clearing away. We would also like to hear any suggestions you have 
regarding the group, we are always open to new ideas or activities (please speak to one 
of the team or put something in writing). 
 

Come and join the fun at Meppershall Village Hall, 
 every Tuesday in term time from 1:30 till 3pm.   

 
Under 1’s 50p * Under 3’s £1.00 * Under 5’s £1.50  

FIRST VISIT FREE - MAX ENTRY £2 (exc. parties) 
 

Craft, drink & healthy snack included each week.  
 

 Look for Meppershall Tots on Facebook, or email meppershalltots@hotmail.co.uk  

 Please ring Hayley on 07749 970742 for more information.  
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Ponderings 

October 
At the start of term we welcomed Angela, Ayla, 
Poppy, and George to the setting, and hope they 
already feel settled in. This term we have been taking 
the children along to the local bakers to see how 
bread is made, and linking this to the story of ‘The 
Little Red Hen’; and we have been learning about 
harvest time. Visiting the allotment or the park to 
make the most of the fine weather has also been 
popular. If anybody who enjoys gardening has a little 
bit of spare time, we would really appreciate some 
help digging our beds over, so please get in touch. 
 
We would like to congratulate Emma Carter already a 
member of our team, on passing her level 3 Diploma! 
She has worked extremely hard to achieve this level.  
Now my youngest has left Pre-school and started at Meppershall Academy, I am embarking 
on the Cache Level 2 training course and will be volunteering for more hours at the setting 
whilst continuing to chair the committee. I would like to thank all the staff and committee for 
their support! It really is such a lovely environment to work in. 
 
Look out for us at Meppershall Fireworks night on 1st November. We will be selling glow 
sticks and would love to see you all there. Meppershall Pre-school are now accepting 
Morrison’s vouchers, so please do feel free to pop them in any time you see the sign outside.  
 
We now only have a few places left to fill. If your little one has turned 2 and is ready to make 
new friends and enjoy our stimulating, safe environment, or if you would like them to join our 
waiting list please ring Tamsin our fantastic leader during session time on the number below 
for more information. We are open every morning from 9:15 till 12:15, and each Monday, 
Wednesday and Friday afternoon from 12:15 till 3:15 (term time only). 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ofsted Registration Number: 219293                                     Registered Charity: 1031913 
 
 

  

Meppershall Pre-school is a thriving village Pre-school with its very own 
 ‘Mini Diggers’ allotment.  We take up to 24 children in each session, from in and 

around the surrounding areas.  Priority is given to funded children,  
and we have limited spaces for two year olds. 

Please ring Tamsin on 07816 357159, email info@meppershall-ps.co.uk, 
or visit www.meppershall-ps.co.uk to find out more about the Early Years 

Foundation Stage and exceptional care we offer. 
 

Ofsted Registration Number: 219293                                          Registered Charity: 1031913 
 

Alfie holding a wiggly worm 
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Last year we ran two pieces about water supply and sewage disposal.  I thought it might be 
interesting to pursue this idea and find out where our refuse goes to.  Central Beds has a 
Waste Awareness Officer who has kindly provided this piece and will follow it in future issues 
with the stories of the other classes of refuse that Central Beds takes away. 

 

What happens to your garden waste and where does it go? 
 

The process of composting garden and other organic waste has been used in 

agriculture for thousands of years, producing a natural fertiliser for soil. Composting 

also plays a key role in helping to divert organic waste from landfill.  

Central Bedfordshire Council provide all households in Meppershall with two green 

reusable waste sacks to collect residents' garden waste, which includes leaves, 

cuttings, weeds, grass and hedge clippings, branches and twigs. 

After the garden waste has been collected the vehicles deliver it to one of three local 

open-air composting facilities in Haynes, Ravensden or Toddington. 

At each site the incoming garden waste is checked for quality before being shredded 

and formed into elongated rows, known as 

‘windrows’. This method is an established process for 

large volumes. The windrows are turned by machine 

every week for approximately three months to help 

aerate the material and assist with the composting 

process. At the end of the process the resulting soil 

improver is applied to crops growing in the on-site 

farmland, such as the wheat field at the Toddington.  
. 

Fancy having a go at home composting? 
 

Any green fingered Meppershall resident can bag themselves a cut price 
compost bin nationwide scheme to get more people composting. Central 
Bedfordshire Council have teamed up with www.getcomposting.com to offer 
home compost bins and accessories to all its residents at a reduced rate. 
 
Ian McMurdy, Waste Awareness Officer for Central Bedfordshire Council said 
“More than a third of household waste is made up of organic material that can 
be composted at home. Grass cuttings, fruit and vegetable peelings, tea bags 
and even egg shells are all ideal for composting. By making a small 
investment in a compost bin, not only do you reduce the amount of waste in 
your black bin you’ll reap the benefits of some great quality, free compost to 
help your garden bloom.” 
 

The price for compost bins starts at only £15 for a 220 litre bin and £18 for a 

330 litre one (Plus £5.99 delivery charge). There is also a ‘buy-one, get-one-

half-price’ offer available. Alternatively you can order a composting bin now by 

visiting: www.cbc.getcomposting.com or by telephoning 0844 571 4444 and 

quoting CBC05L.  

http://www.cbc.getcomposting.com/
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On Sunday 5th October between 2-5pm the Letchworth Centre for Healthy 
Living will be participating in “Silver Sunday”, a national celebration of 
older people and their contribution to communities.  Through a variety of 
free activities Silver Sunday is offering people over 65 a chance to keep 
active in body and spirit, try new things, meet new people and build bridges 
to overcome loneliness and isolation. We have a varied programme of 
group sessions on offer throughout the afternoon. 
 
14.00-15.00:  Moving Mindfully and Rosehill Singers  
15.00-16.00:  T’ai Chi and Restorative Yoga  
16.00-17.00:  Circle Dance and Gentle Yoga 
 
 

The Rosehill Café will be open from 14.00 and throughout the afternoon 
offering a complimentary tea or coffee per person.  Speciality teas and 
coffees, as well as delicious homemade cakes will be available to purchase.  
 

Venue: The Letchworth Centre for Healthy Living, Rosehill Hospital, Hitchin 
Road,  
Letchworth, SG6 3NA.  01462 678804.  www.letchworthcentre.org 
 

Jaqui Derrick 
Events Manager 

The Letchworth Centre for Healthy Living 

 

 

CORRECTION 

We apologise for an error in the Who's Who distributed last month: 

The phone number for the Bookings Secretary of the Village Hall should be 

07727 165461 

Please note this correction in your copy. 

  

http://www.letchworthcentre.org/
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MODERN LIFE IS RUBBISH (with apologies to Blur)                                     
David Turner 

Elsewhere in this magazine is an interesting article about where our garden 
rubbish goes. Alas, this is not the whole story as some of it, together with 
general rubbish, ends up strewn across our countryside. It offends my eye 
every day, but rather than just moan about it or wait for the council to deal 
with it, I’ve tried to make a small difference here in Meppershall by regularly 
litter-picking along Shillington Road (where I can pause to enjoy the wonderful 
panoramic view from the bench on the edge of the village). I also telephone or 
e-mail Central Beds Council immediately if I see any evidence of fly-tipping on 
my wider travels. Perhaps you do something similar in another part of the 
village?  If so, The Messenger would love to hear from you so that we can map 
what is being done.  With this information, we can decide whether it would be 
worth coordinating our individual efforts.   Be vigilant and keep our village tidy!   

Now a cautionary tale.  If you’ve ever been tempted to allow someone who 
knocks at your door with a van to take rubbish away, be aware that you remain 
personally liable for where that rubbish ends up, and you may be prosecuted if 
found negligent: 

Fly-tipping link lands Luton man with £600 fine 

A shopkeeper from Luton who was linked to waste found fly-tipped in a field in 
Slip End was fined £600 after an investigation by Central Beds Council.  He was 
charged under the Environmental Protection Act 1990 for passing waste to two 
unknown individuals and failing to check that they were properly licensed to 
take it - an act which constituted a breach of duty of care. He pleaded guilty to 
the offence, incurring a £600 fine plus prosecution costs of £603 and a victim’s 
surcharge of £60.  

“We will not tolerate fly-tipping in Central Bedfordshire,” Cllr Brian Spurr, 
Executive Member for Sustainable Communities Services at the Council, said. 
“Nor will we tolerate any failure to properly dispose of waste, be that 
commercial or domestic waste. This case illustrates the importance of taking 
every measure to make sure your rubbish is disposed of in the correct way.” 

If you see it, report it: get in touch with Central Beds Council’s 
Waste and Recycling Services on 0300 300 8302 or e.mail 
customers@centralbedfordshire.gov.uk .  

mailto:customers@centralbedfordshire.gov.uk
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COVERS BY REQUEST 
 
Our cover picture this month comes courtesy of Beds Speed Watch and 
Meppershall C of E Academy.  It records the day earlier in the year when the 
children did their bit for Traffic Calming.  Thanks to Colette House for making 
the picture available. 
 

 

SIGNIFICANT EVENTS 
 

On 3rd August David Drummond was 90 and we 
were very pleased to present him with his 
celebration cake from Rogers Bakery. 
 

Birthdays in October: 
Charlie Taylor will be 85 on 4th  
Frances Wright will be 95 on 15th  
Betty Mather will be 85 on 18th  
Sylvia Mumford will be 90 on 19th  
John Pontin will be 97 on 24th  
 
Many congratulations to all of the above. 
 

RIP 
We are very sad to record that: 
Charlie Taylor died on 8th August aged 85; and 
Ainsley Evesham died on 10th August, also aged 85; and 
Eugene O'Sullivan died on 29 August aged 58. 
 
We send sincere sympathy to Margaret Taylor, Margaret Evesham and Jan 
O'Sullivan, together with their families. 
_________________________________________________________________ 
If you know of a significant event in the village, please let the Editor know: we 
are looking for things to celebrate!  80th, 90th, and 100th birthdays we mark with 
the presentation of a cake from The Messenger. 
We would also love to hear about big anniversaries or any other cause to 
celebrate.  
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NOTICE BOARD 

 
Biggleswade & District Art Society 

31st Autumn Art Exhibition 
Northill Village Hall (opposite the church) 

Saturday 18th October and Sunday 19th October (10.00-4.00) 
 

Free Admission     Original Paintings for sale     Refreshments 

 
 
 

Shefford Town Memorial Hall, Hitchin Road, Shefford 
 

Caribbean Night 17th October 7pm until Midnight. Tickets £10 for live entertainment 
& 2 course meal. Contact Linda 01462814582 
 
Xmas Craft Fayre 23rd November 12 midday until 4pm.  Free Entry to buyers.. Lots 
of stalls with local crafts. Xmas carols coffee & cakes Licensed Bar. Contact Linda 
01462814582 
 
Christmas Quiz Night 12th December. 7 pm until 10.30.  Tickets £3 each team of up 
to 8. Free mince pies & Crackers . Prize for winners. Contact Brenda 01462813264 
 
Christmas party 19th December. 7.30 pm until midnight. Live Entertainment & 
Disco. Tickets only £5. Contact Linda 01462814582 
 

 

 
ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI 

CATHOLIC CHURCH 
HIGH STREET SHEFFORD 

 
SATURDAY MASS 6pm RAF HENLOW 

SUNDAY MASSES 9am & 5.15pm AT SHEFFORD 
 

For weekday services and confessions please see notices in the church or telephone: 
Parish Priest Canon Noonan on 813436 or 

Parish Secretary Rose Boulton on 811547 or email rosedene@talktalk.net 
 

  

mailto:rosedene@talktalk.net


62 

 

Parish Church of St Mary The Virgin (Church of England) 
Church Road, off Campton Road, Meppershall 

www.stmarysmeppershall.org.uk         facebook.com/stmarysmeppershall  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rector:  The Reverend Veronica Goodman 
01462 339962 – ronigoodman@gmail.com – usual day off Monday 

 
Churchwardens: 

Dawn Abbatt 01462 816962 
James Read 01462 857836  Email: Meppershall.PCC@gmail.com 

PCC Secretary: 
Anne Parsons 01462 813333 Email: annie10639@gmail.com 

 

 

Things to Look Out For… 

Vauxhall Male Voice Choir Concert – Saturday 25th October – The Friends of St 

Mary’s and the village as a whole welcome the musical voices of one of our 

most important local industries. Tickets £10/£5 from Trevor Thorley on 813357 

or The Bakery or Ansell’s Village Stores. 

Fancy a Hike? This month’s Second Sunday Stroll (Sunday 12th, 10.30am) is the 

rescheduled jaunt from the Church Gate to Clophill over the hills of Upper 

Gravenhurst and Cainhoe, approaching Clophill via its castle mounds and 

ending at the Stone Jug (around 5 miles) and (optional) visit Clophill’s ruined 

church to admire the autumn views back across towards Meppershall. Dress for 

autumn weather and muddy paths. Info from James – 857836. 

Pet Service! Bring your goldfish, rabbits, dogs, cats, horses, cattle, and reptiles 

– a celebration of the creatures we love. Lots of fun for our monthly All-age 

Service, 11.00am, Sunday 19th October. 

And (don’t groan!) – we have some early dates for your Christmas diary: 

Sunday 7th December – Christingle Service 
Saturday-Sunday 13th-14th December – Santa touring Meppershall on his float, 
including community carol singing at the Sugar Loaf and Social Club.  
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Services and Events  – October 2014 at St Mary's unless stated below 

 

Date Time Service 

Weds 1st Oct 10.00am Holy Communion 

Sun 5th October 
16th after Trinity 
Harvest Festival 

11.00am 
11.00am 
3.00pm 

Parish Communion  
Junior Church at the School 
Harvest Event  
followed by Harvest Tea at St Mary’s 

Weds 8th October 10.00am Holy Communion 

Sat 11th October 9.00am Celtic Morning Prayer 

Sun 12th October 
17th after Trinity 

8.30am 
10.30am 

Holy Communion 
Second Sunday Stroll 
Clophill via Upper Gravenhurst and Cainhoe 
(rescheduled from August). Meet at the Church 
gate in Meppershall, ending at The Stone Jug 
with optional visit to Clophill’s ruined church. 

Weds 15th Oct 10.00am Holy Communion 

Sun 19th October 
18th after Trinity 

8.30am 
11.00am 

Holy Communion 
PET SERVICE! Bring your animal friends.  

Weds 22nd Oct 10.00am Holy Communion 
Friday 24th Oct 9.00pm Silent Together – all welcome to enjoy and sit in 

the quiet of the church on a summer evening 

Saturday 25th Oct 7.30pm Friends of St Mary’s Present 
Vauxhall Male Voice Choir 

Sun 26th October 
19th after Trinity 

11.00am 
 

Parish Communion  
 

Tues 28th October 2.00-
3.30pm 

Rectory Tea – all welcome for tea, coffee and 
chat at the Rectory 

Weds 29th Oct 10.00am Holy Communion 

Sunday 2nd 
November 
20th after Trinity 

11.00am 
11.00am 

Parish Communion  
Junior Church at the School 
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A Message from St Mary’s… 

It may already be October (so this will 

seem a little tardy) but this month we 

are saying ‘thank you’ to so many 

people for making Sparks such a 

successful event again this year.  Dawn 

and Morag planned and supervised our 

wanderings through space - while we 

learned much about Daniel (the biblical 

character) and his prayerful faith in 

God. Daniel’s friends Shadrach, 

Meshach and Abednego also made an 

appearance and became affectionately 

known to us as “Sheddy, Messy and Off-To-Bed-I-go...." Well, maybe you had to 

be there! 

SO many thanks are due to so many people 
for making this holiday club such a success: 
thank you to all the group leaders and 
helpers, to the craft and activity leaders; 
thank you to “Techie” Dan, and to Andy 
especially for the sun! Thank you to the 
businesses that provided t-shirts, caps and 
badges and our Moon Walk Bouncy Castle; 
thank you to the Brinkleys for allowing the use 
of the donkey field; thank you to Colette and 
Carolyn for providing £75 for the brand new Event Dome that sheltered our 
Space Booster Sessions and our “Walking on Custard” challenge; thank you to 
those who welcomed and those who made tea for the helpers. 

Thank you to the drama group and music makers; thank you to those who 
prayed for fun and for safety; thank you to guest star “Admiral Moore”;  thank 
you to the Bakery for making and delivering lunches; and thank you also to 
those who helped set up and clear away (Dads you were great!).    
Thanks, of course, are due to all the young people who came, had a go and 
joined in with everything… to Space Cadets all, a huge thank you.  
And last - but certainly not least - thanks be to God for the fun had by all.   
  

Another fun morning at SPARKS 2014!  – 
– see more at 
www.facebook.com/stmarysmeppershall   

 

Space boosters in the new ‘Event 
Dome’ 
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For those young people who came to the holiday club - and those who didn’t - 
why not give Junior Church a try?  And do look out especially for our Pet 
Blessing Service on 19th October, Christingle Service 7th December, 9 Lessons 
and Carols 21st December, and our Nativity Play on Christmas Eve.  
Hope to see you again soon… 

Rector Roni 

St Mary’s Church, Meppershall 
Junior Church 

“I have seen the golden sunshine, I have watched the flowers grow and if 
you’re a friend of Jesus (clap, clap, clap), you’re a friend of mine……………………“  
 
It’s going back some years since I sang that song in school, but it was certainly a 
firm favourite on my hymn list back then! 
 
Children are now back at school and bravely facing all the challenges that 
brings – new class teachers for some, new school for others and with all of that 
there is always the challenge of making new friends and sometimes keeping old 
friends. 
 
So, with friendships still in our minds, on the first Sunday in September Junior 
Church went on a ‘friendship picnic’.  We met at the School, walked down to 
the park to play games and discuss how Jesus is our friend.  Each adult and 
child was given a picture which showed Jesus walking in the sand carrying 
someone.  Sometimes there were two sets of footprints in the sand and at 
other times there was only one set of footprints. 
 
This showed us that at our most difficult times in life Jesus carries us.  Although 
it is not always obvious that Jesus is with us at times of difficulty, it is important 
to remember that He is always with us but we have to read the signs He is 
sending. 
 
Thankfully the Lord’s Sun shone upon us whilst we enjoyed our picnic together. 
 
If you would like to join us on any first Sunday of a month, please do come 
along to Meppershall CE Academy at 11am. 
 
Any questions, please call Gillian on 850947. 
 
Blessings The JC Team  
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CIDER APPLE CAKE                                               OCTOBER   2014 

 
125g (4oz) butter.  
125g (4oz) caster sugar. 
2 eggs beaten 
175g (6oz) self-raising flour, sifted 
3 tablespoons medium dry cider.  
2 dessert apples, peeled, cored and sliced thinly. 
2 tablespoons apricot jam (glaze). 
50g (2oz) icing sugar, sifted. 
 
Method 
 

1) Grease and base-line a 20cm (8in) square cake tin. 
2) Cream the butter and sugar together until pale and fluffy, then beat in 

the eggs a little at a time .Fold in the flour and 2 tablespoons of the cider. 
3) Transfer the mixture to the prepared tin. Arrange the apple slices in 4 

lines, facing alternate directions, pressing down gently. 
4) Bake in a preheated oven, 180oC /350Of /Gas Mark 4, for about 35 

minutes, until risen and firm to the touch. 
5) Transfer to a wire rack, brush with the apricot glaze and leave to cool. 
6) Mix the icing sugar with the remaining cider and brush over the cake. 

Leave to set, and then cut into 12 squares. 
 
Recipes are kindly supplied each month by Brenda Putwain.   
Brenda would welcome feedback from readers on her recipes. 
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A very happy birthday to those of you 

celebrating birthdays in October 

 
Orla May Thomas who will be 5 on the 1st  

Katie Johnson who will be 14 on the 1st 
Samuel Derrick who will be 12 on the 2nd 
Caitlin Saunders who will be 13 on the 3rd 
Phoebe Brinkley who will be 6 on the 4th  

Matthew Geneux who will be 14 on the 3rd 
Megan Thomas who will be 2 on the 5th  

Chloe Brightwell who will be 15 on the 8th 
Hannah West who will be 15 on the 8th 

Harry Plumley will be 7 on the 9th   
Isabel Savuto who will be 9 on the 17th 

Georgia Nesbitt who will be 12 on the 18th  
Kitty Cullen who will be 9 on the 19th  

Luke Merryweather who will be 10 on the 19th 
Olivia Jones who will be 4 on the 20th  

Dylan Woodcock who will be 12 on the 27th 
Alexander Davies who will be 12 on the 28th 

 

Belated birthday wishes to Ethan Browning who was 7 on the 15th September 
 

If you are under 16 and would like your name added to 
the birthday page, please call Louise Hutson on 814148  

or e-mail at louhuts@gmail.com 
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THE MEPPERSHALL MESSENGER 

CONTRIBUTIONS 
 
The editor welcomes contributions to the Messenger, whether as letters, articles or notices.  
Contributions should preferably be as attachments to e-mail but hand written contributions 
may be sent by post, left at the Editor’s address below or in the folder kept at the Village 
Stores.  Contributions should run to not more than one A5 page (except by prior 
arrangement) and should be received by the Editor not later than the 12th of the month for 
publication at the end of that month.   Contributions received after the deadline may be held 
over. 
 
DISCLAIMER 
 
The Editor reserves the right to omit or alter any advertisement or article and to change the 
content, format or issue date of the magazine without prior notice.  The Editor cannot be 
held responsible for the factual correctness of, or for any libellous comment or statement 
made in any advertisement, article or other contribution published in this magazine.  Every 
effort will be made to avoid any deliberate attempt to mislead or otherwise cause harm or 
damage to any person or persons by any advertisement, article or any other contribution 
published in this magazine. 
 

THE TEAM 
 

Editor Dick Bulley 116  Shefford Road 815114 
 Email: richard.bulley@btinternet.com 
Assistant Editor David Turner 2 Campton Road 813613 
  Email: davidturner25@hotmail.com 
Advertising and 
Distribution 

Colette House 90  Fildyke Road 815585 
Email: colettehouse@gmail.com 

Production Co-
ordination 

Enid Pamment 112 High Street 851397   
Email: enid.pamment@gmail.com 

Treasurer John Thompson 16  Brookmead  812983 
 Email: jthompson244@btinternet.com 

 

Collating Dates for your Diaries  
2014 2015 

   January 26  
October 27  February 23  
November 24 Double March 30  
December NONE  April 27  
   May 26 Tuesday 
   June 29  

 
Please note that dates in the above table indicate the month in which the collating will take place, at 2.00 pm in 
the Sugar Loaf.  The issue being collated will relate to the following month, e.g. on 2th September the October 
issue will be collated.  

mailto:richard.bulley@btinternet.com

