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Volume 30      Issue 8                                 December 2014/January 2015 

EDITORIAL 

You may have been surprised that this issue 
reached you so early.  The Messenger is always put 
together on the last Monday in each month, and 
this month the last Monday fell on 24th - about as 
early as it can be.  So first off this month I must 
thank very sincerely all the contributors who made 
heroic efforts to deliver their copy early to make 
that deadline.  
 
Special thanks also to two contributors whose regular items conclude 
this month: Kim Tyler and Marcia Bairstow, who between them have 
so successfully filled the MGC pages; new arrangements commence 
next month. 
 
I wish I could thank A.N. Other for coming forward to be the new 
Editor, but no such luck – yet.  There is still time, but it would be 
better to avoid brinkmanship next March. 
 
Very sadly, there are three more deaths to announce on page 55: 
Pam Sheridan and David Corns and Chloe Watson, all of whom will be 
greatly missed in the village. 
 
And my final point this month is to wish all our readers a really Happy 
and Peaceful Christmas.  By the time The Day arrives you will have 
had a wonderful choice of Fairs and Sales as advertised in this issue, 
The Pantomime to attend, and various Concerts, Discos and Carols.  I 
hope these have made an enjoyable season for you, leading up to a 
really good Christmas and New Year. 
 
Be with you again in 2015! 

             Dick Bulley  
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LETTERS 

Letter from Mick Trundle: 

  Trundle Towers, Meppershall 

Dear Richard, 

It is a known fact that a considerable number of people move into 

communities such as ours and use it to merely eat and sleep, taking no interest 

whatsoever in their surroundings or events in the community. This, of course, 

is their prerogative, but it was brought home to me at the recent concert at St 

Mary's given by the Vauxhall Male Voice Choir. One of the Choir members is 

an old friend of ours, and whilst chatting to him during the interval we were 

joined by one of his colleagues who mentioned that he’d had some difficulty 

finding the church. Assuming the church was located in the centre of the 

village he had cruised up and down the High Street for some time finally 

seeking directions from a passer-by. "There is no church here" he was told, 

"people here have to go to Campton or Shefford". Not accepting this piece of 

garbage he pressed on and eventually found his destination. Presumably the 

sad git that he spoke to is one of those who pick the Meppershall Messenger 

up from the doormat and promptly throw it in the bin. 

Kind regards,                                                                                        Mick Trundle 

 

Letter from S. Kiteley: 
 
Re.Shefford Hill Path. 
Nice to see the Shefford path completed.  Unfortunately the entrances are 
both obscured by overgrown bushes and I believe one of the signs faces the 
wrong way.  Hopefully they will be attended to. 
 
Re.Jigglers Cross 
My parents named it when they moved there in the 60s.  Mum had a window 
put in the kitchen to look out on her garden and you could see the water 
tower.  She told us tales about Jiggler who supposedly hung on a jibbet there.  
When they painted the house white they came up with the name Jigglers Cross 
as cross means white stones.  Hence the name was born and Mum's brother 
hand-made the sign. 

S. Kiteley  
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MEPPERSHALL NEWS IN BRIEF 
 

PHYLLIS KIDGER RETIRES 
 

The helpers who had 
assembled at The Sugar 
Loaf to collate the 
November issue of The 
Messenger had a special 
guest in the person of Phyl 
Kidger.  Phyl had been 
invited to receive the 
thanks and good wishes of 
all her colleagues to mark 
her retirement. 
Presenting her with a card 
and a bouquet of flowers, 
Editor Dick Bulley noted 
that Phyl had been 
associated with The 
Messenger in various 
capacities for around 27 
years, making her one of 
the longest, if not the 
longest serving member of 
the team.  He thanked 
Phyl for her constant and 

reliable service over all that time, expressing love from all those who had 
worked with her and giving her their very best wishes for the future. 
 

Save the date.......! 
Meppershall Festival 2015 - Saturday 16th May 2015 
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MEPPERSHALL VILLAGE PLAN 
 

There has been an encouraging response to my appeal for new people to join a 
group reviewing the current Village Plan, but there is still room for one or two 
more.  Group meetings will start after Christmas, and the first priority will be to 
determine the scope of the review. 
If you would be willing to give some time to this very worthwhile project please 
contact the undersigned. 

Dick Bulley, Cllr. 
 

 
Meppershall Winter Fair 

 

The Winter Fair and Fireworks were a great success: we had 
more people attend than we have ever had before, and 
raised some more funds for the Village Hall. This was our first 
year as the Winter Fair and we are hoping to build on it. 
As with all these events it took a lot of organising and hard 
effort from a few people, so I would like to thank: 
Ali Roberts, Mick Ridley,  Graham Jones, Louise Hutson, Pippa 
Brown, Linda Primett , Carolyn Ansell, Kim Tyler, Martin 
Randall, Wayne Allen, Jeff Hurst, Andy Hurst, Tony Primett 
(for pumpkin), Denis Neilson, Joan & Bruce Glanville, and of 
course Casey. 
 
Next year’s event will be on the 31st of October 2015; we 
haven't started planning yet but if you would like to be 
involved please let me know. 

Steve Ansell 
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Meppershall Church of England Academy 

‘An outstanding Church of England School’   June 2008 and December 2010 

School Report – November 2014 
The following excerpts are taken from the School Log Books: 
“1919 November 11th – Armistice Day was observed: the Rector visiting and 
granting a half day’s holiday. 
1920 – Armistice Day. Addressed the school on the topic of the day – The 
Funeral of the Unknown Warrior and observed the two minutes silence. 
1924 – Tuesday, Armistice Day, the two minutes silence was kept at eleven 
o’clock on our knees and then followed by the Lord’s Prayer. 
1925 – Armistice Day was remembered.  At Morning Prayers, the hymn “Those 
whose course on earth is o’er”. At eleven two minutes silence was kept, all 
kneeling followed by a prayer and the Lord’s Prayer. At the close of afternoon 
school, one verse of the National Anthem was sung”. 
 

11/11/14 – Armistice Day was observed. The hymn sung at Collective Worship 
was “We will remember”. Mrs Allen led the service and taught the children 
about the significance of the date and the fact that it was one hundred years 
since the beginning of World War One. The children learnt about the symbol of 
the poppy and the moving Art Exhibition at the Tower of London was talked 
about.   
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Short video clips were shown about the British Legion, poppies and the 
trenches. 
 
Sgt Jim Metcalfe of the RAF (and a parent of one of the children) spoke to the 
children about life in the RAF today. He was wearing full RAF Blues. He spoke 
about recent conflicts he had experienced, including the Falklands and 
Afghanistan.  He allowed a few of the children to hold his Helmet and Body suit 
from Afghanistan to demonstrate how heavy these items are. The children then 
asked some questions about his experiences and travels.  
 
At eleven o’clock two minutes silence was observed by all members of the 
school together on the playground. We stood with bowed heads. Afterwards, 
the candle that had been lit at the start of our Collective Worship at 9.00am 
was extinguished. 
 

The school term continues to be busy. All of the parents have had an 
opportunity to come in at least once this term and share lunch with their 
children.  The eldest members of the school are going to Henlow CE Academy 
to take part in an Anti-bullying morning on Thursday 20th November. 
 
As part of our topic work, an alien spaceship crash landed at school and left an 
egg behind! The children in Years One and Two wrote about what happened 
and what the alien looked like. 
 
The children are beginning to prepare for our Christmas Nativity and Carol 
Service.  The excitement is growing! We wish you all a very Merry Christmas 
and a Happy New Year.  

Nickie Moore 
Head Teacher 

 
It is wonderful to read a report on Armistice Day actually written in 1919.  

Thank you Nickie for bringing it alive for us, as well as for the children.  

Thank you to Lee Merrick and Enid Pamment for the picture of the poppy 

installation at the Tower of London – Ed 
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Meppershall Parish Council 
 
Meeting on 10th November 2014 
 
Following a report from Unitary Councillor Lewis Birt I pointed out to the 
meeting that Central Beds Council are still withholding the central government 
Council Tax Support Grant that is paid to Central Beds for distribution to Town 
and Parish Councils. I asked him to explain this policy and he said he was 
unable to comment on this matter, but a letter had been sent from the Council 
to all those affected. Unfortunately although the CB Councillors have seen this 
letter it has not been received by us. Your Parish Council will continue to 
pursue this matter with the help of the Bedfordshire Association of Town and 
Parish Councils.  
 
In the Planning section of the meeting we reviewed and discussed without 
objection a planning application in High Street Meppershall. There were no 
other planning matters. 
 
In the Highways section Councillor Bulley reported that the 30mph warning 
roundels have still not been installed and he was chasing this with Amey. He 
was also pleased to report that the extension to the Permissive Path in 
Shefford Road was now complete, with a wide ‘kissing gate’ at the end of the 
path to prevent pedestrians walking straight into the roadway. 
 
The Clerk reported that the majority of Allotment rents have been received and 
he will shortly be able to advise on the number of vacancies there will be for 
the new season. 
 
I reported to the meeting that legal matters regarding the new Village Hall 
project were nearing conclusion, but no details were available at this time. 
 
The installation of the Community Defibrillators is at the ‘paperwork stage’, 
more information will be available in the New Year. 
 
Dog Control Legislation has been put in place by Central Beds Council and the 
Council has been asked to provide details of the public play areas and open 
spaces affected. 
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Finally Councillor Bulley was pleased to report that he has a number of 
volunteers to work on the revision of the Village Plan but could always do with 
some more to lighten the load. He is proposing to hold an inaugural meeting in 
the New Year. 
 
If you are considering becoming a Parish Councillor the Bedfordshire 
Association of Town and Parish Councils will be running a short information 
session in Meppershall early next year to explain how Parish Councils work, and 
how easy it is to become a local councillor. Elections are being held in May 
2015. The Parish Council is non-political and plays a vital role in representing 
our village and its views to Central Beds Council. Local Government Minister 
Kris Hopkins recently spoke of “parish councils as close partners with principal 
authorities, and not to be considered as inferior”.  
 
Please remember that you are welcome to attend our meetings to speak about 
any subject during our open public session. Or you may just wish to come along 
and see what we do. We look forward to seeing you at our next meeting on 
Monday 8th December & Monday 12th January at 7:45 pm in the Village Hall. 
 
David Foskett  
Chairman 
Meppershall Parish Council – chairman@meppershall.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 
A MESSAGE OF THANKS 

 
It has been a year since I lost my husband Gerard.  I would like to express my 
thanks to all neighbours and friends in Meppershall who have been such a 
great source of help and support to me at this difficult time. Nothing has been 
too much trouble for them, from fixing things to being there for a chat. I 
believe that the people of Meppershall make it one of the friendliest villages to 
live in. 

Janice Middleton 
 

  

mailto:chairman@meppershall.org
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YOUR SHOUT 
with Trevor Thorley 
 

  

 
CONCERT:  
The Friends of St. Mary’s welcomed The Vauxhall Male Voice Choir to St. Mary’s 
Church on Saturday, 25th November with a joyful evening of entertainment. The 
variety of songs and the organ recitals on the ancient organ combined to the 
enjoyment of the large audience.  Jerusalem sung with audience participation was a 
great choice for the finale. Thank you to Mark and Bobby Brinkley for their courtesy 
with car parking; to Roger’s Bakery and The Post Office for help in selling tickets; to 
John Thompson with his help of ticket printing and also to Les for all his hard work in 
the installation of the lighting which sadly on this occasion wasn’t used. 
 

QUIZ NIGHT:  
The Friends of St. Mary’s ANNUAL QUIZ NIGHT 2015 will take place on Saturday, 31st 
January in the Village Hall, 7pm for 7.30pm. The bar will be open from 7pm. Tables of 
six, £5 per person. You are advised to book early to avoid disappointment by calling 
James 01462 857836 or by email: Meppershall.PCC@gmail.com 
 
NEPAL: 
In the May issue, I made mention of the shocking avalanche disaster on Mount 
Everest, Nepal.  I made comparison to our personal experiences when we embarked 
on a fourteen-day trek to the Annapurna Sanctuary in March 2000.  The shocking 
disaster which received both press and television coverage in October this year when 
30 to 40 people lost their lives, highlighted the risks that are there but rarely 
materialise. The route taken by those people in October was exactly the same as 
taken by ourselves, with seven others, led professional guides and sherpas, although 
we did not go up higher to the Annapurna Circuit. The base camp where we took 
shelter when an avalanche narrowly missed us is the one which was ‘wiped out’ in 
October with multiple loss of life. The flip-flop/plimsoll footwear worn by most of the 
porters was grossly inadequate and is something that organisers of these treks could 
address. Thankfully these disasters do not happen often, and people will still continue 
to go: the lure of the mountains and the beauty that can be experienced is something 

that most find unable to resist. 
 
  

mailto:Meppershall.PCC@gmail.com
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MEPPERSHALL VILLAGE CHOIR:  
Choir Leader Wendy Corns has had some response to her appeal for members 
in the November issue of the Messenger, but there is still room for more!  
Please remember that there is no commitment to join but if you are just faintly 
interested go along and see for yourself; rehearsals are on most Tuesdays at 
7.30pm. It’s very rewarding!  For more information please give Wendy a call on 
01462 850142 wendycorns1950@gmail.com 

 
Remember It’s YOUR SHOUT 
Trevor Thorley 01462 813357 trevor.thorley1@btinternet.com 
_______________________________________________________________ 

 
Letchworth Centre for Healthy Living. 
 
Having just been chosen the complementary health centre which has made the most 
‘Outstanding Contribution to the Community’ in the country, the Letchworth Centre 
for Healthy Living appears to be on a roll during this, its 30th anniversary year.  A 
registered charity with over 1,200 people using its services each week, the Centre has 
become one of the leading and possibly the largest such facility in the country. 
However, despite its national reputation as a centre of excellence, the Centre is not 
well known locally – and many people are not aware of how its work might help 
them. 
 
Complementary approaches – whether as one-to-one therapies like osteopathy or 
acupuncture, or group-based classes like Yoga, Pilates and T’ai Chi can help with back 
problems and pain from arthritis, can reduce stress and promote relaxation, can give 
people more energy, and may be able to help with or relieve symptoms of other 
chronic physical conditions.  Quite simply, these approaches can help people to feel 
better! 
 
The Centre offers 

 A complementary therapy clinic staffed by highly skilled and qualified  
professionals 

 Over 70 day, evening and weekend classes taught by talented and experienced 
tutors  

 A large counselling and low-cost counselling department 

 Special programmes for older people, for carers and for people living with 
Parkinson’s 

 

To find out more, visit  www.letchworthcentre.com, or telephone 01462 678804. 
  

mailto:wendycorns1950@gmail.com
mailto:trevor.thorley1@btinternet.com
http://www.letchworthcentre.com/
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SHEFFORD LEISURE GROUP 
 
  By Enid Pamment 

 

 
On behalf of Shefford Leisure Group I would like to wish all of our readers a very 
enjoyable Christmas and good health for 2015.  We do hope the many people who 
joined us on our various outings were able to share experiences and see places of 
interest they would not have managed under their own steam! 
On Saturday 13th December, we have arranged for the Wanderbus to take us to 
Dunstable to be entertained by Caritas Harmony for their Christmas Spectacular; the 
proceeds will go to Macmillan Nurses. Some of you joined us last December when we 
were beautifully entertained by the then Keech Hospice Choir.  We will be leaving 
Meppershall about 5.15pm.  For those interested, please telephone me, details as 
above. 
We had a long wait before we managed to secure a date to visit Highgrove, the home 
of HRH Prince Charles and The Duchess of Cornwall, for our garden tour.  When we 
arrived we were welcomed by a very smart young man who went efficiently through 
identification check before directing us to our Guide for the tour.  We were taken into 
a garden room where our Guide explained a little about the garden prior to showing 
us a video of Prince Charles explaining how he developed his garden, which was really 
fascinating.  Our guide then led us into the garden, explaining all the details along the 
way and why they were planted in this manner.  The tour itself lasted two hours, but 
it was so interesting it certainly didn’t seem that long and our guide had a wonderful 
sense of humour which made it all the more enjoyable. After the tour we were taken 
into the restaurant which was beautifully equipped and we were served by smartly 
dressed young ladies. We then visited the souvenir shop before making our way back 
down the narrow lanes en route back to Shefford. 
At very short notice we were able to organise a trip to see the ‘Poppies’ at The Tower 
of London, to make the Centenary of the Great War’. The morning was spent at the 
newly refurbished Museum of London of which one area was devoted to the history 
of the First World War 1914 – 1918.  An enjoyable lunch was provided before re-
boarding our coach for a tour of the sites of the First World War.  We later left the 
coach to walk to the Tower to see the thousands of poppies – a truly sombre sight.  
On the 8th November we all boarded the coach making our way to London for our 
annual visit to The Lord Mayor’s Show.  We arrived at Blackfriars Bridge in good time, 
where we waited before being allowed to take our place in Queen Victoria Street for 
the return journey of the procession from Mansion House.  As always the 
atmosphere was electric, everyone, regardless of age, clapping and enjoying all of the 
floats.  It was quite emotional to see everyone joining in the fun.  After the Parade   
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and seeing the new Mayor of London pass by in his golden coach, we then made our 
way back to Blackfriars Bridge where we were placed by the Police ready for the 
firework display, which was superb, albeit spoilt a bit by the rain which decided to fall 
rather heavily before the end of the display.  We then made our way homeward 
through the heavy traffic and our friendly Chamber’s driver drove us through Regent 
Street and on to Oxford Street, where the decorative baubles littered the sky with all 
the High Street shops decorated with their Christmas themes – a truly magical sight. 

 

Forthcoming Events 2014 (kindly telephone for more details): 

Waddesdon Manor Christmas Lights Wednesday 3rd December 

John Rutter's Christmas Celebration at the RAH Thursday 11th December 

Harrods and Christmas Lights (leaving Shefford 1.15 pm) Friday 12th December 

 2015 
Charles Rennie Macintosh House, Northampton Wednesday 11th February 

‘Get Together’ at Shefford Memorial Hall Saturday 21st March 

Holidays 2014 (kindly telephone for more details): 

Tinsel & Turkey at the Daish Hotel, Shanklin, IoW 
(Sold out – reserve list only) 

Friday 5th to Tuesday 9th 
December 

Holidays 2015  

Dubrovnik– Riviera    9th – 16th May 
We now have sufficient numbers interested to allow this holiday to go ahead. 

London Shows currently available (arranged by Stevenage Group Travel) are:  
Matinee Performance, leaving Shefford at 10.45 am. 

Disney on Ice – 100 years of magic(leave Shefford 11.15am Sunday 28th December 

 2015 

Cats -  London Palladium – Stalls (12 weeks only) Wednesday 14th January 

The Railway Children – Kings Cross Station Thursday 22nd January 

Jersey Boys (inc 2-course lunch at Planet Hollywood) Tuesday 27th January 

  

Evening Shows – Leaving Shefford at 4.15pm – price includes coach: 

 2015 

RPO – Best of Broadway – RAH Arena seats & Circle seats Wednesday 18th March 
Please telephone for availability and prices of any outings or shows above. 
For all holidays, which include hotel accommodation, Shefford Leisure Group acts as an agent for the 
Tour Operator; their terms and conditions apply. 
Shefford Leisure Group is open to all in the local community who feel they would like to join us on 
our ventures and see places they would not see under their own steam.  We are always happy to 
meet new friends. 
Raffles are held and all the proceeds are for Keech Hospice Care for Children.  For further information 
regarding dates, prices, and availability, or to receive our monthly newsletter, please contact Enid on 
01462 851397 or e-mail enid.pamment@gmail.com                                                                          

Enid Pamment – Shefford Leisure Group   

mailto:enid.pamment@gmail.com
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MEPPERSHALL BROWNIES 

  
 

This month we have again been very busy.  We held our Brownie Craft Fayre and 
Table Top which raised over £200 for Operation Christmas Child.  Thank you to the 
people who hired tables, to everyone who came along to the Fayre, to the Brownies 
who helped out and a very big thank you to Tawny Owl for organising the event.   
Together with our other fund raising events, we have raised £450 this year.  This 
means we have filled, at a very busy Brownie evening, 100 shoe boxes to send to 
children who would otherwise not receive a Christmas present this year.   As you can 
see from the pictures below the children who receive the boxes are overjoyed and 
the Brownies sending them off really enjoy filling them and knowing they are helping 
children less fortunate than themselves. 

 
This really is a village effort, so thank you to all the people who donated money and/ 
or items for the boxes, all the people who wrapped boxes for us; notable mention 
must go to Helen Burr who wrapped an amazing 52 boxes (if you have ever tried to 
wrap one you will realise what a Herculean effort this is), Junior Church for sending a 
further 11 boxes, and also those who came to help us fill and check the boxes.   
We also finished our Big Brownie Birthday celebrations with a District Party.  Our 
Brownies joined their Brownie friends from Henlow, Henlow Camp, Shillington, Lower 
Stondon and Arlesey for a traditional party, which was a lovely finale to our very busy 
centenary year.   
 
If you are interested in your daughter joining Brownies, then please contact Snowy 
Owl (Suzanne) on 07817 392325 or you can register online at www.girlguiding.org.uk  

http://www.girlguiding.org.uk/
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And...... 

 

________________________________________________________ 
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Christmas Disco 
Friday 19th December 

8.30pm - Late 

Meppershall Village Hall 

Tickets are £5.00, available from Meppershall Academy 

Office  

Contact Kate or Kelly  07751 596078/07935 643326 

All proceeds fundraising for Meppershall Academy PTA 
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WHERE MY CARAVAN HAS RESTED                By Denis Neilson 
 
The second three-month timeshare of a Winnebago in the USA, as recalled by Ruth & Denis 

 
Part 4: Breakdowns in the Mountains 
By this time it was getting cooler and the warmer south was calling, so southwards it 
was, into the Shenandoah Valley to a small town called Shenandoah Farms where we 
picked up the Skyline Drive which runs along the mountain ridge above the 
Shenandoah River and then joins the Blue Ridge Parkway.   It is this road that takes 
you through the Blue Ridge Mountains directly into Tennessee.  The Parkway is a very 
scenic, well maintained, road and, at the time we travelled it, had a speed restriction 
of 50mph and no stopping except in specified parking areas.  The views are stunning 
and we were enjoying the run and looking around us when the familiar chugging 
sound of Winnie’s engine ceased and we slowly came to a stop in complete silence.   
Baffled, we tried all we could to restart her but to no avail.  The old girl just did not 
want to know.  We telephoned Good Sam, our breakdown service, and they told us to 
sit and wait…brilliant, we could not do anything else but put the kettle on, sit and 
look at the glorious view and enjoy our tea.   
 
This unexpected relaxation was interrupted by a State Trooper who stopped in front 
of us and, after knocking on the window, told us we could not park on the highway.  
When told that we had broken down he said that he would arrange for a ‘wrecker’. I 
had visions of a mobile vehicle crushing machine arriving at any moment and just 
squeezing Winnie into the size of corned beef tin right in front of our eyes.  When the 
‘wrecker’ arrived I was relieved to see that it was similar to those vehicles on our 
motorways which attend truck breakdowns.  A man leapt out of this truck, asked 
what had happened and then removed the Reliant Robin engine cowling and took off 
the distributor head. He asked us if we had a spare one and we shook our heads, he 
intimated that anyone owning this type of vehicle always carries a spare because of 
the likelihood of failure from overheating and the breakdown of insulation between 
the contact points.  There was nothing we could do but surrender Winnie to the 
embarrassment of being hooked onto the crane at the back of his truck and dragged 
at an alarming rate of knots (she had never gone anywhere near that speed before, 
and the 50mph limit obviously did not apply to ‘wreckers’) down the Blue Ridge 
Parkway to Roanoke where, in a matter of seconds, a new distributor head was fitted 
and Winnie was rumbling happily again.  Ironically, he only had one in stock so we 
were not able to buy a spare! Having sat for almost 2 hours on the highway and not 
having selected a campsite we stayed in the ‘wreckers’ yard for the night.  Not the 
most attractive of places, but peaceful and private! 
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From the ‘wreckers’ we travelled on into Tennessee and encountered our first ‘dry’ 
county.  We went for a meal at a diner and asked for wine only to be told that it was 
illegal to serve alcohol in that county, but 5 miles up the road, in a different county 
but in the same state, we could buy beer or spirits. Our campground was at Pigeon 
Ford, close to Dollywood, in the Smokey Mountain Range.  We did not visit Dolly 
Parton’s place as we had been to Disneyworld a year earlier with our grandchildren 
and we did not think it could be beaten. Instead we roamed the Smokies which were 
very nice, though the snow had not yet fallen the drive through the Wilderness Pass 
between Thunderhead and Wild Eagle was certainly worth doing.  It was here that we 
saw our first wild black bear.  It must have been 4 to 5 hundred yards away from us 
but it was a real bear. I will admit that one needs better than 20-20 vision to see it in 
our photograph! 
 
Leaving the Smokies we headed southwest and all was going well, Winnie was 
rumbling away nicely and Ruth was sat in the passenger seat composing an email on 
our Pocketmail to the folks back home. We had passed through Knoxville and had 
arrived in a small town (the name of which escapes me) which we approached 
downhill. Traffic lights at the bottom of the hill changed to red so brakes were 
applied but Winnie did not respond.  Pumping the brake pedal had little effect but 
the traffic lights got closer, the handbrake had little effect but, thankfully, the brakes 
eventually started to bite a bit and we managed to stop at the lights.  As soon as we 
could we pulled in and I had a look at the brakes.  There was no sign of any leak, the 
reservoir was full, not a lot I could do and it had started raining , so we looked in our 
tome and found a site in the Edgar Evins State Park which the book advised had 
‘lakeside pitches’.  When we arrived at the park entrance the light was getting very 
bad and visibility was difficult, our headlights making very little difference. We were 
allocated a pitch number, and still feeling tense about the brakes made our way along 
what must have been the darkest road ever. No street lights, high trees, falling rain 
and poor headlights. Peering into the gloom Ruth spotted our pitch number and we 
swung into our bay which no sooner had we got on to than we came up against a 
fence and we stopped.  We were pleased to have arrived and went to bed.  Next day 
dawned bright and clear and our big surprise was that the fence in front of us was to 
protect us from driving into the lake! All the pitches had a lake view and were built 
out on wooden jetties that actually overhung the water.  Thank goodness the brakes 
had worked that time! 
We spent a couple of days looking around this huge park with its horse-riding and 
walking trails.  People also come here to hunt, fish and sail so it is a very large 
recreational area in all respects.  I found out from a Park Ranger that the nearest 
Chevrolet (large vehicle) garage was in Nashville, so 2 days later saw us on our way at 
a modest speed, testing the brakes at very regular intervals.  

To be continued in next issue  
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Beer Review: Broughton Old Jock Ale 
 
BROUGHTON Old Jock Ale is another more Scottish than thou bottled ale. 
The abundant Scottish-ness of the ale is made perfectly clear by the front 
label.  The simple, yet effective design features two Scottish Saltires, one 
on either side of an illustration of the “Jock” in question. Quite possibly, 
the most Scottish looking man you have ever seen, in full Highland 
military regalia with mountains in the background. Printed directly below 
the name and illustration is something else that catches the eye… “ABV 
6.7%”.  That makes this strong ale. Opting for the one long label wrapped 
around the bottle, the left-hand-side gives us the story that Jocks were 

the fighting men of Scotland and that they drank strong ales.  Presumably, 
like this one. Furthermore, that this is a “classic Scottish Strong Ale” and 
that its “dark and strongly flavoured” nature needs to be at room 
temperature.  Unusual as most ales like to be cooled.  In case you like to 
pick your drinks according to your meal, this one says that it goes well 
with cheese and meat dishes.  The ingredients, if you give a hoot, are: 
water; malted barley; hops and yeast. It’s not often you see yeast listed as 
an ingredient.  Obviously it’s got to be in there, but most ales and beers 
seem to leave that out of their ingredients lists these days. 

The bottle is 500 millilitres and much darker than many others. There are also hops 

embossed around the shoulder of the bottle. I don’t know why they bothered, since the dark 

shade of glass makes them almost invisible. The bottle top is plain red too.  Most brewers 

would have done something with the bottle top, but not Broughton, yet.  

Poured into a glass, Old Jock has a thick, frothy head, but that settles 

down within moments to a thinner and inconsistent covering.  The colour 

was a bit of a surprise. Not opaque, with some reddish hues.  On the 

nose, it has a rich, malted barley smell.  No fruit, flower, or caramel 

nonsense here.  No bubbles either, which won’t make it too gassy. This is 

straightforward, quality strong ale, tasting of malted barley.  The taste 

and aftertaste are somewhat bitter and sour, but honestly, it is not 

something to worry about.  It doesn’t try to deliver a multi-coloured 

spectrum of tastes and flavours, instead, it aims to provide something simple and something 

exceptionally good and something which many will appreciate, something that is very 

strong.  There is no doubt that Old Jock is strong and quite drinkable, at least for a bottle’s 

worth. I’d be reluctant to have another bottle or pint right after this one because the smell 

and flavour are that strong.  But if you want a single, quality bottle of Scottish strong ale, you 

will probably enjoy Broughton Old Jock Ale. 

Abridged from the first publication on Hywel's Big Log 2008 by John Thompson. Old Jock 

Ale is available from Tesco.   

http://hywelsbiglog.wordpress.com/2008/02/29/beer-review-cairngorm-blessed-thistle/
http://www.broughtonales.co.uk/
http://hywelsbiglog.wordpress.com/
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LIFE ON THE WILD SIDE by JEREMY HOLDEN 
 
 

A Cautionary Tale 
 
In Sumatra recently I heard a strange story. A farmer had stolen land from the 
national park to make farmland for himself. The forest he cleared was on the 
slopes of the country’s largest volcano. Because the volcanic soil there is rich 
and dark it makes excellent farmland, almost as productive and dynamic as the 
rainforest that is felled to clear the land. This forest is beautiful and diverse: 
many species of orchids hang from the trees, there are birds found nowhere 
else, scarlet toadstools grow on the forest floor, and there are many species of 
animals. Tigers pass through, tapirs forage the night time forest, and monkeys 
crash through the canopy. 
 
When the farmer cut the trees and cleared the ground he burned away the 
thick vegetation until only the rich dark earth remained, blacker now from the 
ash of fig trees and the leaves of orchids. The trees and the plants had to 
submit; the insects were burned or crawled away; the birds fled, and the tiger 
and tapir stopped passing through. From the canopy the monkeys watched the 
smoke rise.  
 
A year passed and the farmland was full of crops: potatoes in neat runnels, 
corn and chilli peppers, and a small tamarillo tree. Armed with a noisy spraying 
machine, the farmer rained down poisons to keep the insects away and any 
errant plants from returning. With no insects, the birds stop coming. The 
ground was given over only to the farmer’s crops; it was as if the forest never 
existed there.   
 
But from the canopy nearby the monkeys can see the corn ripening on the 
stalks, and with the absence of the fig trees, they come to eat the corn. 
Although the farmer has taken everything from the forest he is angry at having 
to give anything back and he decided to teach the greedy monkeys a lesson. 
Monkeys are like men, they are greedy and easy to trap. The farmer makes a 
trap for the monkeys and baits it with some of his precious corn. 
 
The next day when the farmer returns to check his trap he finds a monkey 
caught in the small wooden cage. In its fear and confusion the little monkey   
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had not eaten any of the corn. Being a young monkey it is easy for the farmer 
to subdue and take it out of the trap. Looking at the frightened monkey, who is 
grimacing in fear, the farmer feels nothing but anger, affronted that this little 
thief should steal from him, a hardworking farmer. He calls his friend, a nearby 
farmer to look at the little villain. ‘Let’s teach this thief a lesson’, he says to his 
friend. 
 
There is no account of what the friend did, but one hopes he turned away in 
shame as the farmer began to torture the little monkey. There is no need to 
recount what he did, suffice to say the little creature was finally released dazed 
and broken to crawl back into the forest and die – a lesson for all the other 
greedy monkeys. 
 
Sometime later the farmer started to notice things happening to his body. His 
hands became painful and his fingers curled up as if they had been broken. 
Sores developed on his stomach as if he had been burned with a lighted 
cigarette. There were other complaints, too, and with dread the farmer 
realised that they are the same injuries he had inflicted on the little monkey. 
 
The village doctor was baffled by the farmer’s complaints, and none of the 
medicines he prescribed had the slightest effect.  The farmer grew sicker and 
more frail and could no longer tend his farm. Without the rain of poisonous 
insecticides the small creatures returned, and with them the birds. The first 
jungle pioneers crept back, and monkeys came down to eat the sour tamarillos 
ripening on the tree the farmer had planted.   
 
Within one year of capturing the monkey the farmer died, too. Only one man in 
the village – the farmer’s friend who had seen what he did to the monkey – 
knew why the farmer had died. Perhaps thinking of the farmer, perhaps of his 
own redemption, he suggested to the family that they bury the farmer in his 
farmland at the foot of volcano. ‘He had loved that land so much’, the friend 
explained.    
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THE LUCY PAGES 
By Lucy Standbridge, aged 13  
 

             

 

On Saturday 1st November, my family and I attended the Meppershall Winter 
Fair and Fireworks. The weather was good and I interviewed a lot of visitors to 
the fair (with my clipboard and head torch!). At the Fair there were lots of craft 
stalls, a carousel, cider and gluhwein, hot food, the ‘Best Guy Competition’ and 
the Best Pumpkin Competition. The winners of the best ‘Guy’ were the 
Simpkins family and the winner of the best pumpkin was Casey-Rose Holloway. 
The fireworks were the highlight of the evening, which were set alight by the 
Simpkins family. 
 
I interviewed a variety of people of different ages from 6-60+, and although 
most of them were from Meppershall, we had some people that came from as 
far as Clophill, Lilley and Luton. Elise Simpkins came because she was entering 
the guy competition and it was just across the road from her house. Casey-Rose 
Holloway, Liam Holloway, Molly and Ben came because their relatives were 
helping out at the Fair. Sam Garwood came with his friend who lives in the 
village and Lottie Brooks said “I came because it sounded like fun!” Geraldine 
and Adam Palmer come every year, and Chris from Luton said “I came because 
my daughter lives in the village; it has always been good and this year was even 
better!” A 30+ lady who preferred to remain anonymous came to support the 
village, to see the Winter Fair and because the fireworks were within walking 
distance. 
 
I asked my interviewees to name their favourite stalls and Caz Gilson liked the 
scarves and bag stalls and the jams, which Molly and Ben thought were good 
too. Milli Gilmour, who came with her family (Sophie, Sam and Dan), liked the 
Christmas decoration stall. Sara & James and their children Phoebe, William 
and Edward thought that all the stalls were interesting to look at and the 
children particularly liked the Guys and pumpkins. Douglas, his brother William 
and their dad Steve Robinson’s favourite were the potatoes and chips from the 
hot food van! The anonymous lady liked the display of pumpkins and Guys. 
Chris liked all of them and Lottie, Adam and Geraldine all liked the cake! 
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Finally, I asked them if there were any improvements they would like to see 
and would they come again. Most people said they would have liked to see a 
bonfire. Sara, James, Phoebe, William, Edward, Adam and Geraldine said they 
would come again but it would have been better if they knew what time the 
fireworks were starting. Another lady (who wished to remain anonymous) who 
came with her family agreed with the bonfire and firework times, and would 
have liked the fireworks with music, children free entry and concession rates. 
The other anonymous lady said “I feel that the Village Hall didn’t have the 
Winter Fair atmosphere I was expecting as the lights were too bright and there 
was no music. I felt the fireworks were very expensive for a family with three 
children compared with other local displays, and therefore we had no money 
left to purchase from the craft stalls”. 
 
I also spoke with Linda Primett and Steve Ansell, both members of the Fair 
committee, to ask them about what my interviewees had said. They explained 
to me that the main reason for not having a bonfire this year was due to 
expense and clearing up afterwards. In past years someone had to monitor 
what was being put on the bonfire and make sure all things being put on there 
were safe. It also took 1-2 weeks to clear up the bonfire, and due to lack of 
volunteers this year a bonfire was not possible. I also asked them if there were 
any reasons why we weren’t allowed to know the time of the fireworks and 
Linda said “There wasn’t an actual reason, but we wanted to get people there 
to enjoy the Fair as well as just coming for the fireworks. We were trying to 
make it seem like a Christmas market experience which is something we will try 
to achieve next year, and perhaps next year the time will be published”. They 
said that next year they are hoping to have music with the fireworks, and 
because this is the first time they have put on a Christmas fair as well as 
fireworks, there is always room for improvement and the Summer Fair 
Committee (who organised it) are definitely looking to have another one next 
year.  
 
Speaking for myself, I went to the Fair to support the village and also to see 
the fireworks. I liked the pumpkin and Guy competition display, and the 
fireworks were great. I think that it would be better if there was music, but 
overall I thought it was a very enjoyable evening, and I would definitely come 
again next year.  
 
 And to all the readers of The Lucy Pages - Merry Christmas and Happy New 
Year.   
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FINANCIAL UPDATE by PAUL SAVUTO 

NEW INTESTACY RULES COME INTO FORCE (1ST OCTOBER 2014) 
In the first change of its kind since 1926, new Intestacy rules have come into 
effect that will change the way in which relatives inherit assets from someone 
who has died without a Will. In short, particularly for non-married couples, it’s 
vital to make a Will to ensure that those they wish to inherit their Estate 
actually do so. 
Please find below a summary of the changes: 
 
Unmarried couples 
No change - Despite pressure to allow people who have lived together for a 
number of years to inherit some part of their partner's Estate, the new 
intestacy laws still make no provision for ‘common law’ partners – even those 
who have children with the deceased. The only way non married partners can 
inherit each other’s Estate is to make a Will. 
 
Married couples/civil partners with NO children 
Old Law - Only the first £450,000 plus half of the remainder would go to the 
surviving partner. The other half would be split between the deceased’s blood 
relatives. 
New Law - Married spouses are now entitled to the whole Estate if their 
husband/wife dies without a Will and they have no children. 
 
Married Couples and civil partners WITH children 
Old Law - Surviving spouse would receive; the first £250,000 of the Estate, all 
the deceased’s belongings and life interest in half of the remainder of the 
Estate. The deceased’s children would receive the other half. 
New Law - Surviving spouse receives the first £250,000 of the Estate and any 
personal belongings. Instead of receiving life interest in 50% of the remaining 
balance, they now receive it as an outright payment. The remaining 50% goes 
to the deceased’s children. 
 

Adopted Children 

Old Law – Risk that adopted children would lose their inheritance if they were 

adopted.  
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New Law – A child of the deceased will inherit even if they are subsequently 
adopted. 
 
No Survivors 
If a person has no surviving children or direct descendants (great grandchildren 
etc), the Estate will be inherited in this order: 
•  Parents. 
•  Whole blood brothers and sisters, or their children if your siblings have not 
survived you. 
•  Half blood brothers and sisters, or their children if there is no surviving 
parent. 
•  Grandparents. 
•  Whole blood uncles and aunts, or their children. 
•  Half-blood uncles and aunts or their children. 
•  The Crown. 
 
If you have any questions about the changes please don't hesitate to contact 
me on 07834 499595. 
_______________________________________________________________ 
 

 
Central Bedfordshire Pharmaceutical Needs Assessment (PNA) Consultation 
 

Central Bedfordshire Pharmaceutical Needs Assessment (PNA) is now out for 
consultation. 
The PNA will be used by NHS England, Public Health and Clinical Commissioning 
Groups to inform the commissioning of pharmaceutical services. This consultation 
period is an opportunity to have your say on the future of pharmacy services in your 
area. 
The consultation is being hosted on Central Bedfordshire Council's website 
(http://www. centralbedfordshire.gov.uk/council-and-democracy/have-your-
say/default.aspx), where you will find the full draft document, executive summary 
and online response questionnaire. 
  
If you have any questions or would like to receive a paper copy of any of the 
documents, please contact Martin.Westerby@centralbedfordshire.gov.uk  
 
The consultation period will close on 15th December. 
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CHRISTMAS........................OR XMAS? 
by Chris Waghorn 
So this is Christmas – but what is Christmas?  What does Christmas mean to us? How 
do we see Christmas?  Everyone knows the story of Christmas, the birth of the baby 
Jesus, the manger, the shepherds, the angels and the three kings.  Throughout our 
lives we accept or reject the basic origins of Christmas sometimes accepting, 
sometimes rejecting but mostly ignoring.  We think ourselves happy in that ignorance 
until an inner voice poses a question that makes us stop and think and realise just 
how far the world has moved from the beauty and simplicity of the story. 
So this is Christmas – but it hasn’t always been like this.  There never used to be 
Christmas trees and decorations, no minor celebrity used to flick a switch for the 
whole town to be lit up whilst a huge crowd of children and parents start cheering – 
but cheering what?   A special new born baby and the miracle of that birth? No, 
they’re cheering the arrival of a decorated lorry from which is blaring out the 
distorted sounds of either Jingle Bells or Rudolph the Red Nosed Reindeer.   On the 
back, a man in a red suit and a false beard is shouting Ho, Ho, Ho and Is throwing 
sweets into the crowd for the children to fight over- and there are still three weeks to 
go before Christmas Day dawns. 
So this is Christmas – neighbour vies with neighbour to see who can get the most 
lights on the front of his house and in his front garden.    Father Christmas with his 
reindeer and his sack of presents has taken over and, for the majority, Christmas has 
become a chore and a worry.   It is without question, the most expensive time of 
year.   Family birthdays are spread throughout twelve months, but on Christmas Day 
everyone has a second birthday – and the presents that go with it! 
So this is Christmas - there are those who moan about the cost – these are the 
Scrooges of this world who, in early December,  resent every penny they are going to 
have to spend – until  they recall the smug self-satisfaction and the happiness they 
felt  following  the pre-Christmas round of social drinking with their friends last year.   
Satisfaction and happiness in the knowledge that their party had been the most 
lavish, their tree had been the biggest and the brightest of them all with its brash 
flashing lights beneath which their piles of presents were obviously the most 
expensive. 
So this is Christmas - at the other end of the scale there are the Cratchetts who rarely 
complain, even though life is a struggle.  To them, Christmas is a joyous time and they 
are determined to enjoy it.   The ‘turkey’ may be only a couple of chickens from the 
local supermarket, the lights on the small and scruffy tree that nobody else wanted 
may not always work  but they had great fun making  the paper chains that festooned 
the room from the central light. Many of the presents beneath the tree will be home 
made, but are made with love and are the more precious for that to both giver and 
receiver. 
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So this is Christmas – as it is now.  Isn’t it time we took more notice of the Cratchetts 
and start putting  Christ back Into Christmas and taking the X out of Xmas ?  

__________________________________________________ 

PUZZLE PAGES 

 

SuDoku 1408 

 

The objective is to fill a 9×9 grid with digits 
so that each column, each row, and each of 

the nine 3×3 sub-grids that compose the grid 
contains all of the digits from 1 to 9  

 
 
 
 
 
 

Arithmetic square puzzle 102 
 +  +  +  

 

58 

+   +   -   - 

 

  

 -  +  +  

 

1 

+   +   +   + 

 

  

 -  +  +  

 

2 

-   +   -   + 

 

  

 -  +  +  

 

9 

         20 

 

46   2   30 

   

Try to fill in the missing numbers. 

Use the numbers 1 through 16 to complete the equations.  Each number is only used once. 
Each row is a math equation.   Each column is a math equation. 

(Solutions on page 33 – with thanks, as ever, to Paul Smith)  

1

5 8 3

7 3 2 4

7 9

4 8 6

8 9 5

3 9 6 7

2

1
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MEPPERSHALL SOCIAL CLUB 

Social Club Newsletter November/December 2014 
 

Our Halloween fancy dress disco was a great success - lots of new faces and 
everyone made a tremendous effort with their Halloween costumes.  We thank 
you for helping make it a great night and we hope you continue to attend our 
events. 
 
Our Christmas and New Year entertainment is booked: we have Big Steve's 
Disco on both Christmas Eve and New Year's Eve; please see posters for further 
information on these events. As baby/child sitters are hard to come by and 
expensive on Xmas eve and New Year's Eve, children are welcome at both 
events when accompanied by an adult, Xmas Eve is free to all, New Year's Eve 
is free to members & £2 for non-members, children free. We look forward to 
seeing you. 
 
Our monthly karaoke night, hosted by Karen Mitchell, is going well, but there's 
always room for more singers or spectators. It's a fun night out and everyone is 
welcome, entry is free, the next two karaoke dates are Saturday 20th 
December & Saturday 10th January. 
 
Our monthly quiz nights hosted by Paul Carne take place the 2nd Sunday of 
each month. We always need more quiz teams (max 6 per team) entry is £1 per 
player, so come along and join in, the next quiz is Sunday 14th December, all 
welcome. 
 
Don't forget we have two full size snooker tables available at £2 per hour, and 
we will soon be taking names for our annual snooker competition, so come 
along and get some practice in, adults only. 
 
What events/ entertainment would YOU like to see at YOUR social club? 
If anyone would like to put forward any ideas for next year's events and 
entertainment, please feel free to contact sharon1805@hotmail.co.uk and we 
will be happy to consider your ideas; it's your social club - use it or lose it!! 
 
Finally we would like to wish you all a very merry Christmas & a safe & happy 
New Year. 
 
 
  

mailto:sharon1805@hotmail.co.uk
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Clocks Go Back - Burglaries Go Up 
 

Bedfordshire Police are warning residents across the county to be on their guard after 
the clocks go back, providing easy pickings for burglars. Traditionally the number of 
break-ins goes up by as much as half when it starts getting darker earlier, so this year, 
as well as special operations to target burglars, the force is giving local people 
guidance on how to protect their homes against this seasonal increase in burglaries.  
Simple crime prevention precautions really can make all the difference. Thieves are 
essentially lazy and if they have to make a lot of noise, spend a lot of time, or risk 
being seen, they are unlikely to bother to attempt a break-in. Taking a few 
precautions now, and purchasing a few simple security devices to make your home 
more secure, is a small price to pay for peace of mind. 
 
Make sure you do the following things to make your home more secure and help 
Bedfordshire Police reduce the number of burglaries this winter. 

 Leave lights or the radio on so it looks and sounds like someone is at home. 

 Lock all windows - thieves can wriggle through any gap larger than a human head. 

 Fit locks to the top and bottom of patio doors. 

 Visible burglar alarms make burglars think twice. 

 Never leave garages or sheds unlocked. 

 Check for weak spots and sagging fences on your boundary. 

 Stop a thief getting into the back of the house where he can work unseen by 
fitting a strong, high gate across a side passage. 

 Be alert to strangers loitering in the street. If you don't recognise them or they are 
acting suspiciously, call the police. 

 Don't hide keys under the mat or in a flowerpot - it is the first place a burglar will 
look. 
 

You can download a comprehensive guide to protecting your home and property 
from the Bedfordshire Police website bit.ly/1pFTcB3 or visit 
www.bedfordshire.police.uk . 
 
Vulnerable and older people can get a free security check and home improvements 
from the Bobby Van team, qualified carpenters and security experts who provide 
those over 65 or vulnerable people with a FREE security check to improve their 
security and prevent them becoming victims in the first place. If you are over 65 or 
considered vulnerable, or a carer for someone in this situation, go to bit.ly/1ruSZHu 
to ask for a visit. 
 
Anyone with information relating to a burglary or other incident should call 
Bedfordshire Police on 101, or text information to 07786 200011. Alternatively you 
can contact the independent crime fighting charity, Crimestoppers, anonymously, on 
0800 555 111.  

http://bit.ly/1pFTcB3
http://www.bedfordshire.police.uk/
http://bit.ly/1ruSZHu
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CALENDAR OF MEPPERSHALL EVENTS 
December 2014 

Friday 5th & Saturday 6th    
Players Pantomime See poster on p.37 Meppershall Village Hall 
Sunday 7th    
JC Christmas Craft Sunday 10.30 – Noon Mepp. CE Academy Hall 
Christingle Service 4.30 pm St. Mary's Church 
Monday 8th    
Parish Council Meeting 7.45 pm Meppershall Village Hall 
Friday 12th    
Christmas Quiz Night 7.00  – 10.30 pm Shefford Memorial Hall 
Saturday 13th    
Pre-School Christmas Party 2.00 – 5.00 pm Meppershall  Village Hall 
Macmillan Christmas Spectacular 6.30 pm Dunstable Methodist Ch. 
Sunday 14th      
Paul Carn's Quiz 7.30 pm Meppershall Social Club 
Santa's Float + Carols in Sugar Loaf Evening. Carols 7.00 pm Shefford Rd+Fildyke Rd. 
Monday 15th    
Santa's Float + Carols in Social Club Evening. Carols 7.45 pm High St. etc 
Friday 19th   
Christmas Party 7.30  - Midnight Shefford Memorial Hall 
MAPTA Christmas Disco 8.30 - Late Meppershall Village Hall 
Saturday 20th    
Karen's Karaoke 8.00 'til late Meppershall Social Club 
Sunday 21st    
Nine Lessons & Carols 6.30 pm St Mary's Church 
Wednesday 24th    
Denni Harris 9.00 - Midnight The Sugar Loaf 
Big Steve's Disco 6.30 pm-midnight Village Hall 
Wednesday 31st    
Steve Curtis tribute evening 9.00 -  1 am The Sugar Loaf  
Big Steve's Disco 8.00 pm – 1.00 am Village Hall 

January 2015 
Wednesday 7th    
Read through of Players next prod'n 7.30 pm Village Hall 
Saturday 10th    
Karen's Karaoke 8.00 'til late Meppershall Social Club 
Sunday 11th    
Paul Carn's Quiz 7.30 pm Meppershall Social Club 
Monday 12th    
Parish Council Meeting 7.45 pm Meppershall Village Hall 
Wednesday 14th   
Auditions for Players next prod'n 7.30 pm Village Hall 
Saturday 20th    
Karen's Karaoke  Mepp Social Club 
Saturday 31st    
Friends of St Mary's Quiz Night 7.00 for 7.30 pm Village Hall 
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PUZZLE SOLUTIONS 
Solution to Su Doku 1408 

 

 
 

 

Arithmetic Square solution 102 

15 + 13 + 14 + 16 

 

58 

+   +   -   - 

 

  

6 - 11 + 5 + 1 

 

1 

+   +   +   + 

 

  

3 - 10 + 2 + 7 

 

2 

-   +   -   + 

 

  

4 - 12 + 9 + 8 

 

9 

         20   46   2   30 

   

 
 

 

5 8 9 6 4 3 1 2 7

4 1 2 5 7 8 3 6 9

7 6 3 2 1 9 4 5 8

6 2 7 1 9 5 8 3 4

9 5 4 8 3 6 2 7 1

1 3 8 7 2 4 6 9 5

3 9 5 4 6 1 7 8 2

8 7 1 3 5 2 9 4 6

2 4 6 9 8 7 5 1 3
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FILM REVIEW                                                     By Carlie Newman 

Dealing with the personal life as well as his extraordinary discovery of how to 

crack the Enigma code, we learn much about Alan Turing in the film THE 

IMITATION GAME (cert. PG 13 1 hr. 42 mins.). The film was a highlight of the 

London Film Festival 2014 which has just finished. Benedict Cumberbatch takes 

on the role of Turing as an adult after we see Alan as a young boy (another 

good performance from Alex Lawther) who has difficulty forming relationships. 

The lad already shows his brilliant brain 

and exceptional mathematical ability.  

Keira Knightley, Matthew Beard, 

Matthew Goode, Allen Leech and 

Benedict Cumberbatch in The Imitation 

Game  

The film begins in Manchester in 1951, where, after a break in at his home, 

Turing is charged and later punished for being a homosexual, which was illegal 

at the time. The scenes where he is interrogated by the policeman (Rory 

Kinnear) start and end the film so there is not much surprise there. However 

the bulk of the film is concerned with Turing's time at Bletchley Park. As at 

school Alan finds it hard to make friends but gradually shows and then 

convinces his colleagues that he is able to crack the Enigma code. 

He makes one friend, Joan Clark (Keira Knightley), who manages to get into the 

work although initially dismissed because she is a woman. At the press 

conference for the film, Keira said that Joan was breaking boundaries. 

The code breaker actually helped win WWII and Cumberbatch manages to 

show us the all-round personality of the man as far as is possible for a person 

who kept his personal life very private. While coming across as very confident, 

Turing is also seen to be extremely awkward. In the press conference Benedict 

said that he is very keen for history to be known and audiences to see the film. 

There is already talk of an Oscar nomination for his performance. Knightley also 

gives a finely nuanced performance and they are backed up by a cast of British 

stalwarts including Charles Dance, Mark Strong and Alan Leech (the chauffeur 

in Downton Abbey) and are directed expertly by the Norwegian Morton Tylden. 

A highly recommended film, out now.  
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The Players have been busy planning ahead for this year and next, so after much 
discussion, this is what we hope to do: 

 
By the time you read this our first three performances of ‘Beauty & the Beast’ will be 
over, with just three more to go. Have you been to see it yet? No? Then don’t despair 
it’s not too late. Just pop along to Roger’s Bakery where tickets are still on sale. The 
lovely Mary and her ladies whilst serving you a loaf of bread and cake or cakes (you can 
never have too much cake) will be happy to sell you tickets to this ‘fun for all the family’ 
extravaganza. The last performances are Fri 5th & Sat 6th December. Tickets: Sat Matinee 
£6, Cons £5; Evenings £8, Con £7; Last night £9, No Concessions. So start your 
celebrations for the festive season with the Meppershall Players’ ‘Beauty & The Beast’ 
Future Productions: ‘When the Lights Go On Again’, a celebration/commemoration 
marking the seventieth anniversary of VE/VJ.  
Read through: Wed 7th January 2015, 7.30pm at the Village Hall Meppershall.  
Auditions: Wed 14th January 2015, at the Village Hall, 7.30pm Performances: Fri 8th & 
Sat 9th May 2015 7.45pm at the Village Hall Meppershall, Tickets £10 No Concessions; 
includes food.  
Tickets for ‘When The Lights Go On Again’ will be available to buy at the Pantomime 
‘Beauty & the Beast’ and will be available from Rogers Bakery Monday 2nd February 
2015 
We would very much like to have a pianist for ‘When the Lights Go On Again’, if you are 
interested please contact Karen 01462 816336. 
Pantomime 2015-Fri 4th 5th, 11th & 12th Dec Robin Hood. 
The Meppershall Players have their own page on Face book, which is updated on the 
first Monday of every month.   
If you use the Village Hall don’t forget to check out the notice boards in the front 
entrance. We always have plenty of information about the Players on the board. 
For those of you who enjoy singing, Karen’s Karaoke is at Meppershall Social Club once a 
month throughout the year. The last one this year is on Sat 20th Dec, then in 2015 on 
the following dates: Sats 10th Jan, 7th Feb, 7th Mar, 4th Apr, 2nd May, 6th  June, 4th July, 1st 

Aug, 5th Sep, 3rd Oct, 14th Nov, 19th Dec.  So come along and enjoy a sing song in a 
friendly atmosphere. 
The Players meet every Wednesday evening at 7.30pm at the Village Hall. Membership 
is free and we welcome anyone from the age of 9 years to 90+ to indulge in all areas of 
theatrical performances, from set building to costumes, directing to acting, make-up to 
song & dance.   
If you are interested in any of the above we look forward to meeting you.                
 

Karen Mitchell (Players Secretary) 01462 816336  



36 

 

What'sit? 
 

What'sit No. 5. 

The Old Shop is at 36 High Street. 

 

 

 

 Now where is Whatsit No. 6?... 
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The Classic Combustion Shed – By Wayne Allen 

 
An evening with Freddie Spencer at Squires Café. Hosted by Niall McKenzie. 
 
It was once said you're only six handshakes away from meeting the President of 
the United States. For me and a chance meeting with a fellow bike enthusiast 
that equation shortened to a single handshake which, in turn, led to a meeting 
with Freddie Spencer (3 times World Motorcycle Champion) a few years on.  

 
Several years ago I was very fortunate to 
meet a classic bike team at the Mallory Park 
Festival of 1000 bikes. The bike enthusiasts I 
refer to here are Richard Grantham and his 
father John, who collectively deepened my 
interest in classic bikes. From that day on I 
followed with great interest their race replica 
creations, which are very authentic ground-
up race bikes that HONDA developed many 

years ago. Not only are these bikes assembled and restored using genuine 
Honda racing components (HRC) and completed to the highest standards, but 
Richard and John then add the key ingredient which is to have the original rider 
parade their final creations at various race tracks through Europe. I cannot 
emphasise enough that these are not off the shelf road going race replicas, 
these are what Honda would have produced and manufactured for the track. 
Richard and John go to extreme measures to ensure 100% accuracy which 
includes sourcing parts from all over the world. Through this activity and the 
end results, the Granthams have earned a very well-deserved reputation and 
association with many of the past masters.  
 
At a more recent event at the bike 
bonanza in July, Richard kindly extended 
an invitation to me to attend a night 
with Freddie Spencer at Squires Café 
which was to take place in October this 
year. This was a truly unique invitation 
because it wasn't only to turn up at 
Squires, it also entailed meeting Freddie 
in the more informal setting of John’s 
home for food and drinks. If you are not familiar with Squires Cafe then we can   
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effectively label it as the Ace Cafe of the North. Squires Café is a true bikers 
meeting spot, offering the refinements of burgers and mugs of tea. So, where 
better to hold an evening with “Fast Freddie,” who claimed the 500cc 
championships in both 1983 and 85 with the 250cc title also in 1985. The venue 
lends itself very well to such an event with all tickets sold out.  
 
Niall McKenzie was master of ceremonies and gave the introduction and cue 
for Freddie to make his entry to a very appreciative crowd. Once again Richard 
and John’s attention to detail extended to dressing the event with two Honda 
bikes, one of which Freddie had ridden during his career. So the evening hinged 
around an informal interview with Freddie conducted by Niall, in which he 
related stories about his successes within the GP motorcycle world. Such was 
the detail of Freddie’s accounts of his time as a top GP rider we only just got 
through the 1983 season. The best story, in my view, was when Freddie was 
invited to Soichiro Honda’s home where he was personally thanked for bringing 
the world championship to Honda.  
 
As well as appointing myself as the photographer for the evening I was invited 
to act as a chaperone to Freddie during the build up to him walking on stage. 
For the more serious fans on the evening there was an opportunity to buy the 
latest Arai Spencer replica helmet at a touch over £400. More importantly the 
availability to have Freddie signing it there and then must have changed its 
value at the stroke of a pen.  
 
Like a football match, the evening was split into two halves. McKenzie fired the 
questions and Freddie naturally answered them in the very relaxed atmosphere 
of the evening. During the break both Freddie and Niall kindly signed 
autographs for the fans on a wide variety of memorabilia. It was a great 
privilege to be allowed behind the scenes as well the freedom to take some of 
the pictures that you see attached to this article. Please watch this space for a 
potential follow up event which will allow the 1985 season to be covered. 
Thanks again to Richard, John, David and Mrs Grantham for welcoming me into 
their home and their great hospitality and unique guests. 
 
 

Squires Bikers Cafe 

Newthorpe, South Milford 

Leeds 

West Yorkshire 

LS25 5LX 

Tel: 01977 684618 

Website: www.squires-cafe.co.uk  

http://www.squires-cafe.co.uk/
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At a recent gathering one of our members shared with us some of her photographs 
from a visit to Durban Botanical Gardens in South Africa. It was a fascinating slide 
show, including background information on the set up of the gardens and some very 
interesting facts on various plants & trees growing there.  This was followed by a 
short meeting, and thanks to some members bringing along spare plants etc. we 
were able to share some plants & bulbs. 
Although it was a mild October we decided that it was time to remove the summer 
plants from the village hall planters. Some members then planted up the large tubs 
ready for the winter.  
I really cannot believe how mild the weather has been. I watched the Meppershall 
Firework Display in my short sleeves - I know I am the last one to wear a coat, but this 
was extreme weather!  - Just today I found some violets flowering on the playing 
field, is Spring here already? 
Remembering that this edition will cover the festive season and being the florist in 
the garden club I thought I would give you a couple of seasonal ideas for decorating 
your home: 

  Mirror Decoration - Hang some interesting twigs over a mirror. Attach small 
baubles & ‘icicles’ from the twigs. Clear/see-through ones catch the light well. 
Contorted Willow twigs are  good for this sort of thing. 

 Twig Tree - Wedge some decorative twigs into a vase. Hang mini decorations on 
the twigs as detailed above. 

 Place Settings - Place a few marbles into the bottom of an old glass and add 
water. Use the marbles to gently hold the stem of a single flower such as a mini 
Gerbera or open Lily in place. Add a few pieces of trailing foliage such as Ivy to flow 
over the side. Maybe tie on a few strands of metallic angle hair.  Write the person’s 
name on a gift tag and tie to the stem of the glass. 
As mentioned last month this is my last regular MGC slot – I am pleased to say that 
future articles will be submitted by different members of our group. Being a member 
of the Meppershall Garden Club is a great way to meet new friends and share an 
interest. If you are interested in joining us do give us a call.  
I am sure I will see many of you out and about whilst ‘walking Ben’ – do say hello. I 
am also sure I will do the odd contribution for the MGC in the future, and of course 
for those other village committees I belong to – it is great being part of our village, 
everyone is so friendly and always offer to help if they can.                                Kim Tyler  
Contacts for the Meppershall Garden Club: 
Linda Parker: 01462 815114;   Kim Lee Tyler 01462 811750: Sarah Till 01462 817176  
e-mail at: meppershallgardenclub@hotmail.co.uk 

  

mailto:meppershallgardenclub@hotmail.co.uk
http://www.clipartpal.com/clipart_pd/holiday/christmas/christmasornaments_10642.htm
http://www.clipartpal.com/clipart_pd/holiday/christmas/christmasornaments_10642.htm
http://www.clipartpal.com/clipart_pd/holiday/christmas/christmasornaments_10642.htm
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THE DAY AFTER CHRISTMAS! 
Christmas is just around the corner and it’s beginning to feel a little bit ‘Christmassy’. 
I am looking forward to sharing time with family and friends.  Once the day itself is 
over, Boxing Day is perhaps a time to relax and walk off all those calories from the 
previous day! A bracing walk in beautiful surroundings is what is needed.... 
 
Harrold Odell Country Park.  
The Park is situated in the village of Harrold in North Bedfordshire and is open 
throughout the year. Managed by Bedford Borough Council, it offers 144 acres of 
beauty and tranquillity. Its main features are two picturesque lakes, river meadows 

alongside the River Great Ouse, a Nature 
Reserve and a range of managed habitats.  
Free parking is available at the Harrold 
entrance to the Park. Visitors are 
encouraged to make a donation, all of 
which will be used to enhance the Park. 
The car park is locked after 5.00pm. 
The Park offers something for everyone, 
including walkers, fishermen, families, 
serious students of the environment and 

those seeking peace and quiet. Refreshments are available in Tea-Zels Café, located 
in the Visitors’ Centre where both indoor and outdoor seating areas are available. 
This is a wonderful winter walk. 
Priory Park, Bedford 
This is an established green area, of around 360 acres, made up of lakes, meadows 
and woodland, partially enclosed within a bend in the river Great Ouse. Priory Lake 
offers a bank side walk on an all-weather path that goes all round, giving an easy walk 
of just over a mile.  
There is a more secluded walk around the Fingers Lake conservation area, but this 
trail includes steps and can be muddy at times. The Centre (with displays and 
information) is located near the main Barker's Lane entrance car park, open daily.  
Forest of Marston Vale (Nr Stewartby, Beds) 
The Marston Vale Millennium Country Park covers 225 hectares and is a fabulous 
mix of woodland, grassland, meadow, lakes and wetland habitats criss-crossed by 17 
kilometres of traffic free, surfaced cycle paths, grass footpaths and bridle 
ways. There’s a fantastic surfaced path that takes walkers through the beautiful 
Wetlands Nature Reserve.  Unfortunately this is closed on Boxing Day itself. However 
on January 31st there will be a guided winter walk starting from the Forest Centre on 
Station Road, from 8 am -11am.The focus will be ‘birds and their habitats’. 
The Forest Centre has a Cafe, Gift Shop and toilet facilities and is open 10am – 5pm at 
weekends and 8am – 5 pm on week days. MK43 0PR Tel: 01234 767037. 
Enjoy your winter walks.... 

Marcia Bairstow  

http://marstonvale.org/millennium-country-park/#r1
http://marstonvale.org/the-wetlands/
Tel:01234
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 All the family welcome! 

 Activities for all 

 Homemade Cakes 

 Meet Father Christmas 

 Refreshments 

 

 

 
 Raffle 

 Crafts and Jewellery 

 Gorgeous Gifts  

 Christmas Fancy Dress 
Competition 

Meppershall Village Hall 

13th December 2014 

2 till 5pm  
 

All proceeds go to Meppershall Pre-school 

Ofsted Registration Number: 219293                                                          Registered Charity: 1031913 
 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&docid=wo3L35E9w5ha9M&tbnid=ujUKrTIPCdKKRM:&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http://www.ihd-wallpapers.com/snowflake-1960/&ei=TBI4VNrNDYzW7Qaay4CoBA&bvm=bv.77161500,d.ZGU&psig=AFQjCNE0vHXb0_l8WPGGMdoIpK6tVt8ncQ&ust=1413047222037740
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&docid=wo3L35E9w5ha9M&tbnid=ujUKrTIPCdKKRM:&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http://www.ihd-wallpapers.com/snowflake-1960/&ei=TBI4VNrNDYzW7Qaay4CoBA&bvm=bv.77161500,d.ZGU&psig=AFQjCNE0vHXb0_l8WPGGMdoIpK6tVt8ncQ&ust=1413047222037740
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THE FRIENDS OF ST. MARY’S  

PRESENT THEIR ANNUAL 
 

QUIZ 

NIGHT 
 

In Meppershall Village Hall 
 

SATURDAY, 31st January 2015 
 

7pm for 7.30pm = Bar Open 7pm 

Prizes, Raffle. Trophy. 
 

 

TABLES of 6:  £5 Per Person: 

contact 

 James on 01462 857836   

(email: Meppershall.PCC@gmail.com) 

 

Enjoy this unique experience of friendly rivalry, 
COME ALONG AND JOIN IN THE FUN! 

  

mailto:Meppershall.PCC@gmail.com
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Lewis's Further Adventures  
 
MOTOR CARS AND MOTORING IN B.A.O.R.(1) 
 

Herford was entered via junction 29 on Autobahn E34. About a kilometre from the 
junction, a BP tankstelle and motel was located, very convenient because the petrol 
coupons with which we were issued were for use in BP locations. The owners of the 
property were Frau and Walter Meise, it was also the centre of the local Motor Sport 
Club. We soon became great friends with everyone, competing in many of the 
motoring events which featured in their club calendar. Lesley our daughter was a 
great favourite and had many ice-creams and schokolada bestowed upon her. We 
had a number of parties at our home and the booze and legs of ham were consumed 
with great gusto.  
 
Fran’s mother, who had never flown before, was cajoled into joining us for a holiday; 
she flew into Dusseldorf and the whole family travelled down for her arrival. She was 
so excited, telling us about the trip and all the goodies she was given, the journey 
home passed very quickly. The children took her over and introduced her to everyone 
both German and British living in the street; Gross-Mutte was quickly known to 
everyone.  
 
Father’s Day took place while she was with us and the Motor Sport Club arranged a 
run out into the Hertz Mountains: it was a glorious sunny day with all the car 
windows down and the car was filled with the perfume from the spring flowers. We 
arrived at a picnic-platz which was a favourite of the Club and a barrel of beer was 
soon mounted in the fork of a tree, reserved for the occasion, with the 
admonishment that it had to be taken back to Herford – empty! All the children set 
off on a treasure hunt to find hidden packets of cinnamon biscuits coated in icing - 
lots of fun for them all. Whilst we were there many horse drawn hay wagons passed 
by on the small road, full of happy gentlemen waving their bier-steins and “hallooing” 
in our direction and singing to the inevitable accordion belting out the drinking songs. 
Fran’s mother was much taken with the Club Members, who all kissed her hand and 
clicked their heels when greeting her. All too soon a perfect day was over and we 
were wending our way home to Herford. Like all holidays, this one came to an end 
and we all accompanied Florrie back to the Airport – she turned and waved all the 
way across the tarmac before boarding and again from her window seat. Two days 
later a ‘bluey’ arrived, thanking us and relating her adventures on the return trip. 
 
The next week I had to attend an Inter-Regiment Boxing match at Gutersloh; it all 
went well, but unfortunately I had an accident on the way home which wrote off my 
lovely VX 4/90. I arranged recovery with No1 Brit Corps Workshops and then brought 
it back to my Workshop in Gutersloh. Letters went to and fro to my Insurance brokers 
in Reading and as the car was only ten months old they agreed to refund the full 
purchase price, subject to my purchasing the hulk for the princely sum of £ 40. – a   
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cheque was in the post that evening! I stripped out the engine and gearbox together 
with all the upholstered seats, wheels and brakes and advertised them on the Forces 
Network -  they returned the princely sum of £ 140, well worth while!  I contacted 
Walter Meise at Herford who had bought a BMW 1800 the year before and asked 
him if he would part with it, (production number 60), a price was agreed and he 
drove it down, his son following in his Merc to take him back. I was the envy of the 
Regiment, no-one else had a BMW! 
 
The Corps Shooting Championships were to be held in Sennelager. We had some 
excellent shots but only four members were allowed per team; our performance with 
the short Lee Enfield rifle was to be our mainstay. It was a superb weapon and well 
proven in both wars. We piled into the BMW and headed north; a friendly discussion 
took place with regard to where we would safely store the weapons as we were to be 
under canvas and by majority vote we were going up to Hamburg for the evening. I 
pulled into a B.P. tankstelle to fill up with benzene and the petrol tank filler was 
located in the boot. In those days an attendant dispensed the petrol and cleaned the 
windscreen, all part of the service. I opened the boot and he saw it was full of 
weapons and a box of ammunition, his jaw dropped and his eyes bulged! “Mein Gott, 
zuviel gewehr” he enquired: never one to miss an opportunity for a little gentle 
humour, seldom returned by the Deutschers, I said we were short of gelt (cash) and 
we were going to visit a Bank in Hamburg. I paid in coupons and off we headed north 
again. As we approached the bridges south of Hamburg the traffic slowed and 
eventually came to a halt; a group of AutoBahn Kommando came at a fast clip 
through the stationary vehicles and surrounded my car, they were all armed with 
machine pistols. I got out of the car and enquired “Wass ist los”, in German I was 
asked to open the Koffer (boot). I produced my identity card and so did my 
companions, I then opened the boot and explained in my best deutsch that were 
going to a shooting competion in Sennelager. We were not immediately believed: 
one of the Kommando sat in the back of the car and directed me to the central Polizei 
HQ in Hamburg where we parked in the rear yard and disgorged into the HQ.  The 
Senior Officer questioned me in German and I was able to reply in the same sprache. 
We were suddenly on good terms: he recommended that I should leave my car in the 
rear of the station and he would provide a Politzei vehicle to take us to the 
Reeperbahn, a salubrious quarter; the vehicle would return in three hours to take us 
back to the HQ.  
 
We enjoyed the evening and sure enough the vehicle was waiting where we had left 
it; a quick return to the HQ and warm thanks to all the Kommando and they escorted 
us back to the city limits: two hours later we were snoring in our tents! In the next 
three days we emerged the leaders in a very tight rifle competition and runners up in 
the pistol competition. A satisfying few days and a few tales to tell. 

 
W.O. 2 AQMS. Lewis Birt. R.E.M.E.                                                          To be continued.  
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A Christmas Table Centre – By Kim Tyler 

You will need: 

 Clear round goldfish style bowl or similar*  

 Marbles or aquarium decorative gravel for the base of the fish bowl.  

 6 - 12 pieces of grass - Suitable grass can be purchased from the florist –                                     

Steel Grass - Xanthorrhoea johnsonii, or Bear grass - Xerophyllum tenax. TAKE 

CARE when handling the grass as it can CUT YOU – especially if you run your 

hands along the length!  Alternatively you could use stems such as Weeping 

willow or Ivy with all the leaves stripped off. Say 30-40 cm in length for each 

piece.  

 Metallic spray paint – Gold to follow theme. 

 2-5 flower heads to float on the water. Use flat backed flowers such as 

Gerbera or single Chrysanthemum flowers as these will float better. Red 

flowers with gold gravel is seasonal. 

 Water. 

* If you haven’t got a goldfish bowl you could use any waterproof bowl such as a fruit 

bowl and if it is not deep enough for the grass/stems just leave that bit out. 

To Make: 

 Gently put some marbles/ decorative gravel into the base of the goldfish bowl.  

 Add water to sit above the marbles - enough to allow flowers to float. (top up 

daily). 

 Lightly spray the grass or stems with a metallic paint. Allow to dry thoroughly. 

 

 

 Gently curve  grass or stems around the sides of the 

vase, ensure that you  re-cut the ends and that they are in 

the water so that they can drink. 

 

 

 

 

 Cut off the stems of the flowers and float on the 

water. 

 

Happy Christmas  
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The Mouse Hole Myth 

 

In a small village, there is a port 

and it is called the Mouse Hole. 

Villagers claim to have seen  

a shimmering, gleaming sea cat. 

 

It paws and claws at the mouse hole 

its coat as black as a bat; 

it toys and plays with the boats on the rocky waves 

endlessly for days and  days 

crashing and splashing as hard as it can 

with the strength of a herd of elephants 

because the slither of water 

entering the ocean  

is only wide enough for one striking paw. 

its black eyes sparkle under the moon; 

it chases the beams projected by its light 

 

So next time on a stormy night 

when you're by the sea 

look closely and you may see 

some shimmering black eyes 

and a coat as soft as the sea's spray.  

look closer as it may be the sea cat 

watching you and me 

 

Laura Thompson (Aged 13) 
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Parents, Grandparents, & Childminders are all welcome! 
 
Where did that year go? It’s now December and what a busy year we’ve had. It was sad 
to say goodbye to our oldest members in September when they started school, but we 
hope they are getting on well. It has been wonderful watching the babies turn in to 
toddlers and also to welcome many new faces. 
Our fantastic Christmas party this year will be on Tuesday 16th December. We will have 
our party pack out with bouncy castle, ride-ons, tents and tunnels and musical 
instruments! There will also be a craft for the children to take away with them, a small gift 
and mince pies for all the adults! There will also be a buffet for the children instead of just 
a snack. The entry price for the party is £3 for over 1’s and £1 for under 1’s. 
Before then, we have two more weeks to look forward to. On 2nd December we have our 
usual messy play session, with Play-Doh, painting, and Aqua-draw. We’ll also be making 
Xmas cards for our family and friends. On 9th December we have a winter theme, when 
we will be decorating the house with icicles, dressing up and playing in the dark tent with 
torches. 
Thank you to everyone who has come along to support and help us this year, we couldn’t 
keep running the group without you! 
 

We hope you all have a Happy Christmas 

 and a peaceful New Year! 

 
Come and join the fun at Meppershall village hall, 

 every Tuesday in term time from 1:30 till 3pm.   

Under 1’s 50p * Under 3’s £1.00 * Under 5’s £1.50  
   FIRST VISIT FREE - MAX ENTRY £2 (exc. parties) 

 

Craft, drink & healthy snack included each week  
 Look for Meppershall Tots on Facebook, or email meppershalltots@hotmail.co.uk  

 Please ring Hayley on 07749 970742 for more information  
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Ponderings 
This term has been very busy. The children have really enjoyed learning about all the events 
throughout this period. They played with pumpkins with messy spaghetti hair for Halloween, 
made a guy and firework paintings for Fireworks night, poppy pictures for Remembrance 
day, and dressed up as super hero’s for Children in Need. The Christmas season is again 
upon us, so our children will now be practising for their Christmas Nativity on 10th 
December, and getting very excited about the Christmas party on the 19th December, and 
the magic that then follows. We also look forward to welcoming ten new children in January. 
 
A huge thank you goes to our amazing staff team for all their hard work! They have worked 
extremely hard this year to make each week exciting and interesting for the children. So 
much effort goes in behind the scenes, but the end result is lots of happy children and 
hopefully contented parents knowing their little ones are safe and settled. I would also like 
to thank our committee members and all the parent helpers and other visitors who have 
really made a difference!  
 
We look forward to seeing you all at our Christmas Fayre which will be on Saturday 13th 
December in Meppershall Village Hall between 2 and 5pm. There will be many activities for 
all the family including Santa’s Grotto, a raffle, and a Christmas fancy dress competition. 
There will also be a range of crafts, jewellery, other gorgeous gifts, and delicious 
refreshments on offer. It will be FREE ENTRY to all.  
 
We now only have a few places left to fill at Meppershall Pre-school. If your little one has 
turned 2 and is ready to make new friends and enjoy our stimulating, safe environment, or if 
you would like them to join our waiting list please ring Tamsin our fantastic leader during 
session time on the number below for more information. We are open every morning from 
9:15 till 12:15, and each Monday, Wednesday and Friday afternoon from 12:15 till 3:15 
(term time only). 

Have a very Happy Christmas and we look forward 

to seeing you all in 2015! 
 
 

 
 

Since the last issue the children have had another enjoyable visit from Reverend 
Roni who read them ‘The story of the Hungry Caterpillar’. We have also been doing 
lots of activities linked to this popular story, like butterfly painting, and cutting out 
body parts to create a caterpillar or a butterfly. The children also enjoyed apple prin 

  
Ofsted Registration Number: 219293                                          Registered Charity: 1031913 

 

Meppershall Pre-school is a thriving village Pre-school with its very own 
 ‘Mini Diggers’ allotment.  We take up to 24 children in each session from in and 

around the surrounding areas.  Priority is given to funded children,  
and we have limited spaces for two year olds. 

Please ring Tamsin on 07816 357159, email info@meppershall-ps.co.uk, 
or visit www.meppershall-ps.co.uk to find out more about the Early Years 

Foundation Stage and exceptional care we offer. 
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Waste Food Recycling - it really does make a difference! 

The best thing that can happen to food is that it makes it to your plate and is 

enjoyed. However some food waste is inevitable, so have you ever wondered 

what happens to food waste once the waste collection crew have visited your 

property, picked up and emptied your brown food recycling bin? 

1. Once collected, the food waste is taken to an anaerobic digestion facility, 

operated by Biogen which is located in Milton Ernest just north of Bedford. 

2. Here, inside an enclosed system the food waste is mixed together with pig 

slurry from the on-site pig farm and heated to a high temperature, ensuring 

all bacteria is removed and that it’s made safe. 

3. The food waste / pig slurry mixture is then placed into a sealed vessel. As it 

breaks down the mixture gives off methane, which is collected, converted 

into biogas and used to generate electricity which is ultimately fed back into 

the national grid, so you could be boiling a kettle with electricity generated 

by your food waste! 

4. The finished product also creates a nutrient-rich digestate that can be used 

as a fertiliser for agriculture on farming land 

 

To help with food recycling all residents in Meppershall are provided with a 

small 7 litre brown kitchen caddy and larger 20 litre brown collection container 

for their food waste. 

 

So what goes in my brown food waste caddy? 

Meat, fish - raw & cooked -, fruit & vegetables (inc. peelings), cheese & other 

dairy products, eggs, breads, cakes & pastries, rice, pasta & beans, teabags, 

coffee grounds, uneaten leftovers (inc. small bones) 

What stays out? 

Food packaging, large bones or liquids such as milk, cooking oil & soups and 

any material that is not food waste. 

 

If you do not have a kitchen caddy, or an outside food recycling bin, or you 

want to find out how to get more liners please call Central Bedfordshire Council 

on 0300 303 8302 or visit 

www.centralbedfordshire.gov.uk/recycling  

http://www.centralbedfordshire.gov.uk/recycling
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Fly-Tipping 

Some Guidance from Central Beds Council 

Tipping a mattress, piece of furniture or a bin bag full of rubbish in the street 

causes a local nuisance and makes an area look ugly and run down. 

Fly-tipping is defined as the “illegal deposit of any waste onto land that does 

not have a license to accept it”. 

What should I do if I see someone fly-tipping? 

If you report it, the rubbish can be removed and with your help the crime can 

be investigated. If you see someone fly-tipping, or you want to report an area 

where fly-tipping has taken place, make a note of the following: 

 Date, time and place of incident. 

 What the waste looks like and how much there is. 

 Descriptions of any person and any vehicles involved (make, colour and 

registration number). 

Remember, as fly-tippers are doing something illegal they do not want to be 

caught, so do not approach them or put your own safety at risk. 

If fly-tipping is on public land then Central Bedfordshire Council will inspect the 

problem. They treat obstructions on the road as a priority and will usually 

inspect within two hours and clear the problem as soon as possible. 

 

Someone has fly-tipped on my land - what should I do? 

Fly tipping on private land such as fields, gateways, drives; housing association 

land and private car parks cannot be removed by Central Bedfordshire Council.  

However in the first instance you should report the incident to the Central 

Bedfordshire Councils Anti-Social Behaviour & Statutory Nuisance Team, so 

that they can work with you to find those responsible and prosecute.  Even 

though it is the responsibility of the landowner to remove the waste, the 

Council will still visit the site and investigate the illegal activity. The waste 

should not be removed until a visit from an Officer has taken place. Although 

there is no obligation for you to remove the waste and it’s the landowner’s 

responsibility to pay any costs, the Council can provide guidance on the best 

way to deal with its removal.  
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How can I stop my waste from being fly-tipped? 

Bulky Waste: (e.g. fridges, large items of furniture etc...) Central Bedfordshire 

Council provide a bulky waste collection.  For more details of this service visit: 

www.centralbedfordshire.gov.uk/recycling 

Garden Waste:  A fortnightly garden waste collection is provided to residents 

of Meppershall any excess waste can be taken to the nearest Household Waste 

Recycling Centre in Ampthill for composting. 

Commercial Waste:  If you are employing a tradesman to work on your home, 

it is your responsibility to make sure that he (or the skip company) is a 

Registered Waste Carrier. A searchable register of waste carriers and dealers is 

available on the Environment Agency website. The tradesman should give you a 

waste transfer note for your waste which details what the waste is, where the 

waste is going and when it was removed from your premises. You must keep 

this transfer note for two years. 

 

Fines and your responsibilities? 

Fly-tipping of waste is a serious criminal offence, which carries a fine of up to 

£20,000 (unlimited if indicted to the Crown Court), and offenders can even be 

sent to prison. It is important to realise that it’s also an offence to knowingly 

allow your waste to be fly-tipped. 

Fly tipping is often associated with dumping waste from vehicles. In this case 

the person controlling the use of the vehicle can be prosecuted, which means 

that it’s possible for a prosecution to occur when only the vehicle, not the 

driver, is identifiable. 

 

Contact numbers? 

To report an incident of fly-tipping contact Central Bedfordshire Council on 

0300 300 8302 or email: customers@centralbedfordshire.gov.uk 

Reports to the Environmental Agency can be made using the national Hotline 

number 0800 807060  

http://www.centralbedfordshire.gov.uk/recycling
mailto:customers@centralbedfordshire.gov.uk
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St Mary’s Church, Meppershall 
Junior Church 

 

Christmas Craft Sunday 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
  

Aged 3-12? 
Join us at Junior Church 

On 
Sunday 7th December 

10.30am to 12noon 
In Meppershall CE Academy 

School Hall 
 

For Christmas Crafts and Fun! 
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COVERS BY REQUEST 
 
I am sure that you will guess that our cover this month is a picture taken by our 
regular paparazzo, David Turner, at the Dress Rehearsal of this year's Players' 
Pantomime, Beauty & the Beast. 
By the time you read this, the opening night will be only a few days away but if 
you do not already have tickets there will be just time to call at Roger's bakery 
and remedy that omission.  Oh yes there will! 
 
 

SIGNIFICANT EVENTS 
 

Birthdays in December: 
Eric Bygraves will be 95 on 17th  
Joyce Smith will be 86 on 27th  

And in January 2015: 
Maurice Horwood will be 84 on 4th  
Phyllis Kidger will be 97 on 16th  
Brenda Wright will be 84 on 20th  
Phyllis Corns will be 88 on 21st  
 
Many congratulations to all of the above. 
_________________________________________________________________ 

RIP 
We are saddened to announce that  
Pam Sheridan died on 4th November, aged 91. 
Condolences to Nick, Tim and Family;  
David Corns died on 6th November, aged 93. 
Condolences to Phyllis, Clive, Wendy & Family; 
And we are especially saddened to have to record the death this month of 
Chloe Watson at a tragically early age; our sincere sympathy to Caryn & Mark 
Watson and twin sister Charlotte. 
_________________________________________________________________ 
 
If you know of a significant event in the village, please let the Editor know: we 
are looking for things to celebrate!  80th, 90th, and 100th birthdays we mark with 
the presentation of a cake from The Messenger. 
We would also love to hear about big anniversaries or any other cause to 
celebrate.  
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NOTICE BOARD 

 

Shefford Town Memorial Hall, Hitchin Road, Shefford 
 

Christmas Quiz Night 12th December. 7 pm until 10.30.  Tickets £3 each team of up 
to 8. Free mince pies & Crackers . Prize for winners. Contact Brenda 01462813264 
 
Christmas Party 19th December. 7.30 pm until midnight. Live Entertainment & 
Disco. Tickets only £5. Contact Linda 01462814582 
 

 

Meppershall Village Welcome Pack 
 

Meppershall Parish Council has arranged to be advised of changes to the 
Electoral Register so that The Gnomes can be made aware of new arrivals in 
the village.  The Council has also agreed to cover the cost of folders for the 

packs. 
All it needs now is for people and organisations who would wish to be brought 
to the attention of new residents to get in touch with the Gnomes or the Editor 

of The Messenger. 
 

 
 

 
ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI 

CATHOLIC CHURCH 
HIGH STREET SHEFFORD 

 
SATURDAY MASS 6pm RAF HENLOW 

SUNDAY MASSES 9am & 5.15pm AT SHEFFORD 
 

For weekday services and confessions please see notices in the church or telephone: 
Parish Priest Canon Noonan on 813436 or 

Parish Secretary Rose Boulton on 811547 or email rosedene@talktalk.net 
 

  

mailto:rosedene@talktalk.net
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Parish Church of St Mary The Virgin (Church of England) 

Church Road, off Campton Road, Meppershall 

www.stmarysmeppershall.org.uk         facebook.com/stmarysmeppershall  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rector:  The Reverend Veronica Goodman 

01462 339962 – ronigoodman@gmail.com – usual day off Monday 

 

Churchwardens: 

Dawn Abbatt 01462 816962 

James Read 01462 857836  Email: Meppershall.PCC@gmail.com 

PCC Secretary: 

Anne Parsons 01462 813333 Email: annie10639@gmail.com 

Things to Look Out For… 

A service for everyone – come and join the community in some special 

Christmas events: whether it’s the candles of Christingle (7 December), Nine-

Lessons-And-Carols (21 Dec), the Nativity or Midnight Service on Christmas Eve, 

or the Christmas morning service, there is something for everyone at St Mary’s 

this Christmas. 

Dickens at St Mary’s – a special narration of ‘A Christmas Carol’ by a renowned 

storyteller – 30 November, see events listing. 

Santa’s Float – The reindeer aren’t getting any younger - touring the village this 

year over two nights. 14-15 December. Followed by Carol Singing at The Sugar 

Loaf on Sunday 14 December, 7.00pm and at Social Club at 7.45 pm on Monday 

15th. -  ALL WELCOME 

Second Sunday Strolls – an outing through the Chilterns for Christmas drinks at 

The Raven in December, and a trek to Hitchin in January, welcoming in another 

year of monthly ramblings in our beautiful region. 

Annual Village Quiz from the Friends of St Mary’s – put all that Christmas 

reading to good use and impress your friends and neighbours. 31 January. 

Oh go on…come and join in, we would love to see you. And we always need 
more help running and organising this many activities – if you have any time to 
volunteer call Roni (339962), James (857836) or Dawn (816962) or email 
Meppershall.PCC@gmail.com.  
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Services and Events  – December 2014 at St Mary's unless stated below 

 

Date Time Service 

Sunday 30th Nov 
1st Day of Advent 

11.00am 
 
7.30pm 

United Benefice Service - joint service with 
Shefford at St Mary’s. Lunch at The Rectory. 
A Christmas Carol – a special reading of the 
Dickens classic with seasonal refreshments for 
adults and children. 

Weds 3rd Dec. 10.00am Holy Communion 

Sunday 7th Dec 
2nd of Advent 
 

11.00am 
10.30am 
 
4.30pm 

Parish Communion  
Junior Church at the School: Christmas Crafts! 
 
Christingle Service 

Tuesday 9th Dec 2-4pm Rectory Tea – chat and a cuppa – all welcome 

Weds 10th Dec 10.00am 
6.00pm 

Holy Communion 
Meppershall School Carol Service 

Sat 13th Dec 9.00am Celtic Morning Prayer 

Sun 14th Dec 
3rd of Advent 
 
 

8.30am 
10.30pm 
 
 
 
 
Evening 
 

Holy Communion 
Second Sunday Stroll – meet at the church gate 
and transfer to Great Green, Pirton, to park and 
walk via Pegson/Deacon Hill to The Raven, 
Hexton, for Christmas refreshments. Return 
transport available to Pirton or Meppershall. 
Santa’s Float touring the village! (Shefford 
Road, Fildyke Road and surroundings). Finishing 
for Carols at The Sugarloaf, 7pm. 

Monday 15th Dec Evening Santa’s Float completes its tour! (High St etc) 
followed by Social Club Carols at 7.45 pm. 

Weds 17th Dec 10.00am Holy Communion 

Friday 19th Dec 9.00pm Silent Together – join friends to sit for a few 
minutes to enjoy the tranquillity of the church 

Sun 21st Dec 
4th of Advent 

8.30am 
11.00am 
6.30pm 

Holy Communion 
All Age Family Service 
Service of Nine Lessons and Carols 

Christmas Eve 
24th Dec 

3.30pm 
11.30pm 

Nativity Play – All Join In! 
Midnight Service, Communion 

Christmas Day 11.00am Christmas Morning Service 
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Services and Events – December 2014 (continued) 
 

Sun 28th Dec 
1st after Christmas 

11.00am Parish Communion  

Weds 31st Dec 
New Year’s Eve 

10.00am Holy Communion 

 
Services and Events – January 2015   At St Mary’s unless stated below 
 

Sunday 4th Jan 
2nd after Christmas 

11.00am 
 

Parish Communion  
 

Weds 7th Jan 10.00am Holy Communion 

Sat 10th Jan 9.00am Celtic Morning Prayer 

Sunday 11th Jan 
1st after Epiphany 

8.30am 
10.30pm 
 

Holy Communion 
Second Sunday Stroll – Hitchin via Stondon, 
Holwell and Westmill, ending at Market 
Place – 6 miles. Return transport via James 
(857836). 

Tuesday 13th Jan 2-4pm Rectory Tea – chat and a cuppa – all 
welcome 

Weds 14th Jan 10.00am Holy Communion 

Sunday 18th Jan  
2nd after Epiphany 

8.30am 
11.00am 

Holy Communion 
All Age Family Service 

Weds 21st Jan 10.00am Holy Communion 

Friday 23rd Jan 9.00pm Silent Together – join friends to sit for a few 
minutes to enjoy the tranquillity of the 
church 

Saturday 24th Jan 7.00 for 
7.30pm 

Annual Meppershall Village Quiz brought to 
you by The Friends of St Marys. At the 
Village Hall. Bar available, bring your own 
quiz table snacks. More info or to book a 
table (6 per table, £5 each) from 
James/Miriam (857836) 

Sunday 25th Jan 
3rd after Epiphany 

11.00am Parish Communion  

Weds 28th Jan 10.00am Holy Communion 

Sunday 1st Feb 
4th after Epiphany 

11.00am 
11.00am 

Parish Communion  
Junior Church at the School 
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A Message from St Mary’s… 

A big thank you this month to the Friends of St Mary’s, the Vauxhall Male Voice 

Choir and to organist James Banville for the Concert in the Church on the 25th 

October.  It was especially good to hear the Walker Organ played, and of 

course the Church is very grateful for the funds received! 

Our Christmas preparation begins on the first Sunday of Advent, 30th 

November. There is much to do before Christmas arrives, and so many people 

offering ways to countdown to Christmas - Advent Calendars, Chefs and Shops - 

to mention but a few.  Why not take a few moments this Advent to pause and 

prepare spiritually for Christmas? 

Connections for Life is a ‘Live the Challenge’ initiative from our Diocese of St 

Albans. It is a daily opportunity to think prayerfully about your relationship with 

the world, with other people and with God – allowing some reflection that 

might help shape your life and actions. 

You can use it in different ways: receive a brief email with a bible verse, a short 

reflection, an image and a challenge, each day. If you want something simpler, 

get texts to your phone or follow @livethechallenge. The bible verses begin in 

Genesis, the first book of the Bible, and lead through to the gospels and the 

birth of Jesus. The weekly themes are Living, Loving, Seeing and Meeting.  

Interested? Go to www.livethechallenge.co.uk. 

This year as a nation we remember Christmas 1914, and we are especially 

aware that for many, even in Meppershall, Christmas comes amid trouble, trial, 

tragedy, sickness or bereavement. If we look at our world, Christmas is coming 

amid wars, environmental challenges and ebola epidemics.  The first Christmas 

happened in a stable, under an army of occupation… 

So Christmas might feel quite out of place if it was just about the eating, the 

glitz and glitter: but it isn’t. Those things help us celebrate the true heart of 

Christmas - the birth of Jesus, Immanuel – God with us, Messiah, Saviour, 

coming to be with us and to make His home amongst us. 

This Christmas, as we once again wonder at the angel singing and the baby 

laying in a manger, may something of the mystery and the glory of that holy 

night touch our lives with its peace, its hope and its joy. 

Wishing you all a wonderful Christmas and a Happy New Year. 

Rector Roni  
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St Mary’s Church, Meppershall 
Junior Church 

 
 

Operation Christmas Child 
  
It was Sunday 2nd November, time again to fill the festive Shoe Boxes full of 
Christmas gifts to be sent all over the world, to children that we do not know. 
  
These children are very special BECAUSE they have so very, very LITTLE, They 
may never have received a gift in their lives.  Many are homeless or refugees or 
living in terror of the war going around them.  Many are orphaned, some 
abandoned, hungry, cold or sick. Are these Children ' OUR NEIGHBOURS?'. 
  
In the story of the Good Samaritan, Jesus tells us that a real Neighbour is the 
person who is offering help and kindness to someone in need, whoever they 
are.   The children had no doubt at all who was OUR 'Neighbour' when the story 
ended -.THE SAMARITAN, who helped the man in need and even paid a sum of 
money from his  PURSE to the inn-keeper to look after the injured victim. 
  
It certainly made a lot of sense that the name of the Christian Organisation 
which introduced the shoe box gifts sent to those we do not know, but still 
want to help  and share with, is 'SAMARITAN'S  PURSE' 
  
The eagerness and enthusiasm with which the children filled their boxes and 
their willingness to 'overload ' their boxes with gifts was heart-warming. 
  
Snowy Owl, Tawny Owl and the Brownies have been a great help to us at Junior 
Church and it has been a pleasure to be part of their Shoe Box evening, 
  
Please do not forget our JUNIOR CHURCH Christmas Craft Session on the 7th 
December at Meppershall CE Academy, 10.30am - 12noon (Ages 3 to !2) 
  

 
Blessings 
The JC Team  
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PHEASANT SALMIS          DECEMBER 2014 / JANUARY 2015 
 
4 tablespoons olive oil. 
1 large or 2 small pheasants,  
1 carrot and 1 small onion, chopped finely, 
2 celery sticks, chopped. 
75g (3oz) mushrooms, chopped finely. 
2 tablespoons flour. 900 ml (1 ½ pints) chicken stock. 
300 ml (½ pint) red wine. 
1 teaspoon tomato puree 
Bouquet garni of bay leaf, thyme, and parsley. 
Salt and pepper to taste 
Watercress to garnish. 
 
 
Method 
 

1) Rub 2 tablespoons of the oil over the pheasants and season 
with salt and pepper. 

2) Cook in a preheated oven, 200oC / 400oF / Gas Mark6, for 25 
minutes. 

3) Meanwhile, heat the remaining oil in a pan; add the vegetables 
and sauté for 5 minutes. 

4) Stir in the flour and cook for 2 minutes. Add the remaining 
ingredients and bring to the boil. Stirring. Simmer for 15 
minutes. 

5) Cut the pheasants in half along the backbone, or into quarters if 
using 1 large pheasant. 

6) Strain the sauce over the pheasants and return to the oven for 
20-30 minutes or until cooked. 

7) Garnish with watercress and serve with seasonable vegetables. 
 
 
Recipes are kindly supplied each month by Brenda Putwain.   
Brenda would welcome feedback from readers on her recipes.  
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A very HAPPY BIRTHDAY to those of you 
celebrating birthdays in December … 

 

Breindel Cullen who will be 4 on the 4th  
Liberty Sheppard who will be 9 on the 4th  

Lee Britton who will be 12 on the 7th 
Darcey Roberts will be 2 on the 7th  

Amber Ridley who will be 5 on the 8th   
Megan Myers who will be 11 on the 9th 
Hugo Norris who will be 12 on the 12th 

Millie Chessum who will be 10 on the 15th  
Lara Morris who will be 2 on the 17th 

Grace Hendry will 11 on 17th  
Elise Simpkins who will be 12 on the 20th  

Thomas Manning who will be 6 on the 21st  
Benjamin Jarvis who will be 14 on the 24th 

Finlay Caddick who will be 7 on the 28th  
Tommy Ulvert will be 5 on the 28th  

Rose Jones who will be 6 on the 29th
  

 

…and those celebrating in January 
 

Dylan Roberts will be 5 on the 1st  
Ben Ulvert will be 7 on the 2nd  

Louis Bradshaw who will be 15 on the 4th 
Lola Cattell who will be 1 on the 4th  
Harry Rose who will be 12 on the 5th 

Ella Clark who will be 9 on the 9th 

Jacob Browning who will be 4 on the 12th  
Olivia Mardell who will be 12 on the 12th 
Sam Germann who will be 11 on the 12th 

Jonny Ward who will be 14 on the 25th 
Emily Frost who will be 14 on the 28th 

 
Belated birthday wishes to Sammi-Jo Smith who was 1 on the 6th November  

 

If you are under 16 and would like your name added to 
the birthday page, please call Louise Hutson on 814148  

or email at louhuts@gmail.com 
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THE MEPPERSHALL MESSENGER 

CONTRIBUTIONS 
 
The editor welcomes contributions to the Messenger, whether as letters, articles or notices.  
Contributions should preferably be as attachments to e-mail but hand written contributions 
may be sent by post, left at the Editor’s address below or in the folder kept at the Village 
Stores.  Contributions should run to not more than one A5 page (except by prior 
arrangement) and should be received by the Editor not later than the 12th of the month for 
publication at the end of that month.   Contributions received after the deadline may be held 
over. 
 
DISCLAIMER 
 
The Editor reserves the right to omit or alter any advertisement or article and to change the 
content, format or issue date of the magazine without prior notice.  The Editor cannot be 
held responsible for the factual correctness of, or for any libellous comment or statement 
made in any advertisement, article or other contribution published in this magazine.  Every 
effort will be made to avoid any deliberate attempt to mislead or otherwise cause harm or 
damage to any person or persons by any advertisement, article or any other contribution 
published in this magazine. 
 

THE TEAM 
 

Editor Dick Bulley 116  Shefford Road 815114 
 Email: richard.bulley@btinternet.com 
Assistant Editor David Turner 2 Campton Road 813613 
  Email: davidturner25@hotmail.com 
Advertising and 
Distribution 

Colette House 90  Fildyke Road 815585 
Email: colettehouse@gmail.com 

Production Co-
ordination 

Enid Pamment 112 High Street 851397   
Email: enid.pamment@gmail.com 

Treasurer John Thompson 16  Brookmead  812983 
 Email: jthompson244@btinternet.com 

 

Collating Dates for your Diaries  
2014 2015 

   January 26  
   February 23  
   March 30  
December NONE  April 27  
   May 26 Tuesday 
   June 29  

 
Please note that dates in the above table indicate the month in which the collating will take place, at 2.00 pm in 
the Sugar Loaf.  The issue being collated will relate to the following month. 

mailto:richard.bulley@btinternet.com

