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EDITORIAL
Welcome to another issue of the Meppershall
Messenger! I do hope that you will find something
inside to interest or inform. If not, then why don’t
you try your hand at writing something that
others would enjoy; we’re always interested in
publishing pieces likely to be of local interest.
From my viewpoint, the last month has passed in a bit of a blur. Looking back
at what I last wrote I see that we were welcoming spring and now seemingly in
an eye-blink, we are well into summer. Everything is still fresh-green, but the
lambs are not so little any more. The flush of flowering trees that we’ve
enjoyed over the last few weeks has now spread to the hedgerows and the
verges, perfuming our walks.
The same force has been felt full-force in the garden, covering all that bare
earth with new growth, filling the beds with greenery and a scattering of
flowers that is the promise of more to come – it won’t be long before we see
our first rose! On the other hand, all this means an escalation of operations
against the weeds and the lawn-mowing has now settled into a regular rhythm.
If you’re a vegetable gardener, like me, you will have lived through that
uncomfortable phase of the year when you are balancing the time of planting
out your tender plants against the risk of a frost. Eyeing the nightly forecast
with a proprietary interest, like a gambler assessing the spin of a roulette
wheel.
Spare a thought this month for our students who will be facing examinations –
some will have already started when you read this. Whether it is just an endof-year test or for a formal qualification, I wish them well. Thinking back, I
always wondered about the timing – being shut indoors just when the lure of
the outdoors was the strongest!
Elsewhere in the Messenger you’ll read about the outcome of the elections –
you will recall I predicted, not the outcome, but the increased frenzy of the
media. It seems that I wasn’t alone in not making predictions, as we’re now
awaiting the results of urgent enquiries as to why the media, pollsters and
seemingly parties were unable to predict the outcome till the last minute. I
like the thought – it seems to make my vote more valuable if the outcome
can’t be taken for granted! Take care and have a good month.
Mike McConnell
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
23 April 2015
Dear Editor,
It has been disappointing to see the former owners of Meppershall Care Home
– now known as New Meppershall Care Home – appear in the news once again
in recent weeks.
As the new owners of the Home, we are well aware that we have inherited a
tragic history and this is one of the driving factors in our determination to
provide exceptional care at New Meppershall.
When we opened the Home last year we had overwhelming support from the
local community and healthcare professionals. This support has not waivered
and we thank you for your backing.
Very shortly, we will be making a big announcement about further investments
at the Home. This will show how New Meppershall plans to lead the way in
dementia care for those who need it in the local community.
Yours sincerely,
Sharad Saraogi, New Meppershall Care Home

Dear editor,
The Festival 2015 Committee would like to say a very big “thank you” to
Meppershall for showing so much support for our wonderful event on
Saturday 16th May, and also to our own amazing dancers and musicians who
performed so brilliantly.
Our sincere thanks, too, to Sarah Collins of B. Creative Associates Ltd. and Mr
Anthony E. Edwards for their very generous sponsorship.
Colette, Carolyn, Zoe, Ruth, Wendy and Christine
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11th May 2015
Dear Mr Editor,
Central Bedfordshire Elections 2015
We would like to utilise the only known 100% circulation record of ‘The
Messenger’ in order to express our thanks to all of the residents of
Meppershall for their much appreciated support in the recent election.
The result which can be seen below will enable us to continue to serve the
village for the next four years to the best of our ability and coupled with the
major change to a majority Conservative government it should make it easier
to work with it on a day to day basis.
Can we also take this opportunity to remind everybody that we can be
contacted at any time for help or advice by telephone, e-mail or face to face at
our surgery which is held on the first Friday of each month, except August, at
the Shefford library from 10.00am until 11.30am.
The Result
Conservative
Conservative
Labour
UKIP
UKIP

2,784
2,630
1,176
1,030
936

The turn-out was 69%.
Thank you once again for your support.
Best regards,
Lewis Birt and Tony Brown
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The Willows
13 Shefford Road
Meppershall
Beds
SG17 5LJ
15th May 2015
Dear Editor,
I write in the hope that we reach a wider audience. For some while we, the
committee of Meppershall Tots, have been appealing to our attendees and
also to the readers of our page in the Messenger for additional help.
Hayley, the Chair, and myself, the Treasurer, will be stepping away from the
organization this coming July after the school year ends, leaving Sophie, the
Secretary, plus added help from attendees, to run the show.
We now have one parent who has offered to step up to the breach but while
there are usually enough volunteers to help set up and clear away, there needs
to be more than two fully committed people in order for the Tots sessions to
continue. This commitment does not necessarily take up a lot of time. The
equipment is plentiful, so all the organization that is required is pulling
together a rota once a term and deciding on a craft for each week - and we
usually have a pleasant couple of hours doing this.
For me, Meppershall Tots is where I made invaluable friendships in a village
where I had no support network. I have been involved for 4 years and I would
be very sad if I had to shut the doors on Meppershall Tots for the final time on
July 14th.
Check out the Tots page for the details of how we can be contacted.
Angela Ridley.
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Dear Editor,
URGENT APPEAL AFTER BREAK IN

I am saddened to announce that Meppershall Village Hall & Social Club was
broken into sometime in the early hours of Sunday 17th May. Whilst the
damage & losses suffered will be covered by insurance, our bottle on the bar
for our charities will not. The bottle contained approximately £300 which was
raised by generous donations & our regular Sunday quiz nights.
It is a sad fact that the losers in this case will be British Heart Foundation & St
John's Hospice, Moggerhanger. I therefore appeal to the good people of
Meppershall that if each of you could donate just 50p per person, we would be
able to recoup the stolen money that is sorely needed by these charities.
If you would like to help with a 50p donation, then please pop into the Social
Club during the following hours:
Monday to Saturday 8 till 11pm
Sunday 1.30 till 4.30pm & 8 till 11pm
Your donation will be greatfully received. Thank you in advance for supporting
our charities & helping to re-raise their stolen money.
Sharon Tingey

sharon1805@hotmail.co.uk
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News from the Village Hall Committee
In his last report from the Parish Council in our May edition
on page 8, David Foskett wrote concerning the Village Hall
Trustees where he said: “I reported to the meeting that proposals for a new
Village Hall were progressing again and further details
are in a report from the Village Hall Trustees elsewhere
in this edition”
Unfortunately, no statement from the Committee was
received last month and your editor regrets that we did not
pick up on the missing reference until one of our readers
pointed it out.
I am however very pleased now to be able to print the
statement from the Village Hall Committee, that was missed.
Their statement reads:“The Trustees are pleased to confirm that working with Chris
& Christine Foster and their company Polehanger Farms as
well as the Parish Council, a local developer has been
identified who is very interested in progressing a similar
arrangement to develop the land behind the Village Hall,
including the provision of a new Village Hall and Community
Facilities. Discussions are at an early stage and are ongoing”.
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Meppershall Church of England Academy
‘An outstanding Church of England School’ June 2008 and December 2010
The Amazing Aquarium by Joseph in Year 3
The Journey
First we got on the bus and drove to the best aquarium ever. It was big! Then
we went inside and it was full of pictures of fish. It was amazing. I loved it!
Then we went downstairs and found a glass pavement and there were fish
underneath us. There were sharks. It was really amazing.
Learning at the aquarium
After that we went to a man. He was talking about fish and he showed us the
globe and pictures of lots of fish. Then we did a quiz. Next, we went to the
sharks for a little while. We saw a tiger shark. It was awesome. His teeth were
sticking right out, it was gross and very, very cool. Then we went outside to
eat lunch.
The amazing clownfish
After the sharks we went over to the clownfish and I liked them very much.
They were very stripy. It was so amazing that I nearly popped.
Catfish
Then we went to the catfish. They looked quite weird. Their head was a very
weird shape. It made me wriggle a little bit.
The Jellyfish
We went to the jelly fish. They kept on changing colour. It was incredible.
The amazing penguins
One of the penguins kept making me laugh. He continued to walk up, looking
at us and jumping into the water. Then we had to go. We were rushing
because we were going to be late for the bus.
The journey back home
When we got back to school it was home time. I packed up my things and went
home in the car. It was the best trip ever.
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Election 2015: Uncontested
Central Bedfordshire
Town and Parish Council Results

Meppershall
BULLEY Richard George Malcolm
CHAPMAN Peter
FOSKETT David John
MERRYWEATHER Paul
PARSONS John
READ Sandra Jean
SMITH Paul Robert
SMITH Roger Martin
THOMASON Mark David
Co-opted: 11 May 2015
THOMPSON John
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Meppershall Parish Council Report

11th May 2015

This was the first meeting of the new Council at which we welcomed
three new faces. Paul Smith and Roger Smith have regularly attended
meetings as observers and they have decided to join the Council
along with Mark Thomason. All Councillors sign a declaration of
office. David Foskett had completed the maximum three years in the
role of Chairman and so I was elected to that position; my contact
details are at the end of this report. I would like to thank David for all
the time and effort he has put into leading the Council especially in
the negotiations regarding the land transfer for New Village Hall; a
role he will continue to cover along with being our representative on
the Village Hall Management Committee. Vice Chairman is now John
Parsons and the spokesman on the working groups remain the same:
Paul Merryweather-Environment and Leisure, myself-Planning and
Housing and Health and Safety, Richard Bulley-Highways and Lighting
and David Foskett-Finance.
During the informal part of the meeting Tony Brown and Lew Birt the
re-elected CBC Councillors for Meppershall stated that due to the
election there was little to report. When questioned on problems
that occurred in a couple of areas regarding postal votes Cllr Brown
undertook to find out what the cost will be to the electorate. There
were questions on the position of the development behind the
Village Hall; unfortunately all that can be stated at the moment is
that a new developer is looking at the possibility of taking over from
Bloor Homes. Cllr Foskett stated he had not been given a reason on
why the Village Hall Management Committee had not submitted a
statement to the May edition of the Messenger. Concerns were
raised by a parishioner about a tree overhanging the highway in
Shefford Road. There was some doubt over ownership of the tree
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but Highways would be assessing the safety of the tree. Another
Parishioner complained about the state of repair of the footpaths in
the village especially when they had a relative in a wheelchair. They
were asked to help produce a list of problem areas so that Cllr Bulley
could liaise with Cllr Brown and the Highways contractor over
possible repairs.
During the month 3 planning applications were received, all for
minor extensions to the properties.
Further to the comment last month regarding the green footpath
crossing points in Shefford Road we are awaiting the necessary
repairs to be undertaken by Highways contractors.
The demonstration on the use of the community defibrillators is to
be held at the Meppershall Church of England Academy on Monday
1st June at 7pm.
The group reviewing the Village Plan will be at the Summer Fair
where they will be asking opinions of Parishioners. Please call in and
have your say.
The continuing saga of the maintenance of various sites in Coneygate
has still to be resolved. The Clerk is to write to Central Beds before
25th May so a reply may be on hand for the next meeting.
Even with the three new Councillors there was still a vacancy on the
Council. I asked John Thompson, who had been present during the
meeting, if he was prepared to be co-opted on to the Council. He
indicated he was and so John was formally appointed to join the
Council at the next meeting.
That meeting is on Monday 8th June 2015 at 7.45pm in the Village
Hall.
Peter Chapman
Chairman Meppershall Parish Council – chairman@meppershall.org
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SHEFFORD LEISURE GROUP
By Enid Pamment

June 2015

Re: our visit to Milton Keynes theatre to see the very popular
Dance ‘till Dawn - this event proved very popular and the
matinee performance was fully booked. Everyone had come
to see Flavia and Vincent put on a spectacular show which
actually had the intrigue of murder. The dancing was
flawless and at the end of the show there was a standing
ovation. Certainly, a very popular choice.
Some of our group went to see the show Gypsy at West End’s Savoy Theatre,
they all said what a wonderful show it was.
In the July issue of the Meppershall Messenger, we will be able to report on
our trip to Dubrovnik, also the day visit to Walton-on-the-Naze.
We do try and keep the trips variable, so there is something to suit all tastes. If
there is anywhere you would like to go, please let me know and we will see
what can be done.
FORTHCOMING EVENTS (At a Glance) 2015
England’s smallest County (with lunch)
Ingatestone Hall Festival of Flowers
Ride a Cock Horse (with lunch)
Sandringham Flower Show
Thursford Collection
Anglesey Abbey, Gardens & Lode Mill
Mid-Summer Murders Country & Goring Gap Cruise
Guildford Cathedral & City
Brick Lane Music Hall with afternoon tea, (War Time
Music Hall)
Lord Mayor’s Show – 800th Year
Thursford Christmas Spectacular
John Rutter RAH
Weymouth – Russell Hotel (Daishes)

Wednesday 17th June
Saturday 18th July
Wednesday 22nd July
Wednesday 29th July
Wednesday 5th August
Wednesday 19th August
Tuesday 8th Sept.
Wednesday 30th Sept.
Tuesday 27th October
Saturday 14th Nov.
Friday 27th Nov.
Monday 7th Dec.
14th -18th December
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LONDON SHOWS CURRENTLY AVAILABLE (organised in conjunction with
Stevenage Group Travel)
MATINEE PERFORMANCES – 2015
SUNNY AFTERNOON (with lunch at the Planet Hollywood),
Harold Pinter Theatre, Stall Seats– Leaving Shefford at
9.30am.
MEMPHIS – Shaftesbury Theatre Royal – Dress Circle Seats –
Leaving Shefford at 10.45am
SINATRA –– London Palladium, Royal Dress Circle Seats,
leaving Shefford at 11.15am.
WAR HORSE – New London Theatre, Stall Seats, leaving
Shefford at 10.45am
RAILWAY CHILDREN – London Kings Cross Station – Leaving
Shefford at 11am

Wednesday 24th June
Wed. 1st July
Wednesday 22nd July
Thursday 23rd July
Wed. 5th August

EVENING PERFORMANCES – 2015 - Leaving Shefford at 4.15pm (unless
otherwise stated)
LES MISERABLES –– Queens Theatre – Stall Seats.
BEAUTIFUL – THE CAROLE KING MUSICAL Aldwych Theatre
Stall Seats.
RPO FILM MUSIC GALA –– Rock & Pop hits – Arena & Circle
Seats
GYPSY – West End’s Savoy Theatre. - Stall Seats
KINKY BOOTS – Adelphi Theatre – Stall Seats

Monday 1st June
Thursday 4th June
Friday 26th June
Thursday 13th August
Tuesday 29th Sept.

Please telephone for availability and prices of any outings or shows listed
above.
For all holidays, which include transport and hotel accommodation, Shefford
Leisure Group acts as an agent for the Tour Operator, their terms and
conditions apply.
Shefford Leisure Group is open to everyone in the local community, who feel
they would like to join us on our ventures and see places they would not see
under their own steam. We are always happy to meet new friends.
Raffles are held and all the proceeds are for Keech Hospice Care for Children.
For further information regarding dates, prices and availability or to receive
our monthly newsletter, please contact Enid on 01462 851397 or e-mail
enid.pamment@gmail.com.
Enid Pamment – Shefford Leisure Group
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The Meppershall Festival 2015

Mike McConnell

The Meppershall Festival took place on 16th May (normally too late to meet the
Messenger’s tight deadlines, but what the use of being editor if you can’t bend
the rules!). In the afternoon, we were treated to a demonstration of English
folk-dancing - with the opportunity of taking part - by Staplers, a Hitchin group
of dancers (see page 44 of this issue for more information).
Although, initially, there were a few free seats by the wall, when the dancing
started these were soon all vacated. Instead, the floor was crowded with
enthusiastic dancers of varying ability. Tea, cakes and squash provided
necessary fuel for the afternoon, courtesy of the St Mary’s Team.
In the evening the chairs were back in rows for the concert in aid of
Meppershall Tots, The Need Project and St. Mary’s church. Compered by
Andrew Goodman, the audience were treated to a varied programme of
instrumental and vocal music by a host of local artistes including the
Meppershall Academy Junior Choir and Recorder Group.

Meppershall Village Choir, who opened the concert.
The show demonstrated the wealth of talent we enjoy locally both in terms of
the seasoned old hands and the developing talent of our youth. Many of the
audience were there to support their own children or grandchildren’s
participation, but that didn’t detract from the entertainment that the show
provided, or the high standard of performance that everybody showed.

17

Just when we thought we had finished celebrating centenaries with all our
Brownie centenary events and parties last year, we find there is another
reason to celebrate this year – Bedfordshire Girl Guiding is one hundred years
old this year.
County have organised an event on 7th June in which looks like it will be
amazing. Our brownies will be joining lots of other Guides, Brownies and
Rainbows, from all over the county, in Luton for the celebrations.
Our girls will be taking part in lots of fun activities such as roller skating, caving,
planetarium, climbing wall, archery, zorbing, big top circus, dance workshops,
carousel, to name but a few. It sounds like a fabulous adventure.

Unfortunately, due to Snowy Owl not being available to do it this year, we have
not taken part in the Arts Festival. We look forward to singing at this
wonderful event next year again and will have to start practicing some new
songs.
This month we have continued our virtual Euro Disney tour with our Toy Story
Evening. We made alien cakes, tried making a balloon rocket – some more
successful than others, did some lassoing and decorated some horseshoes. We
have also had an owl themed evening. A big thank you from Snowy Owl to
Tawny Owl, Kathy Carroll, and Liz Flemming for covering whilst she went on
holiday!
If you are interested in your daughter joining Brownies or volunteering
yourself, then please contact Snowy Owl (Suzanne) on 07817 392325.
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Henlow Academy Newsletter

5th May 2015

The Anne Frank Trust‘s flagship ‘Take a Stand’ exhibition at Henlow Church of
England Academy
The Anne Frank Trust UK took its flagship educational programme Take a Stand
to Henlow Academy.
The two week programme drew on the life and diary of Anne Frank to
empower young people to challenge prejudice and discrimination, and
promote responsibility and respect for others.
The exhibition showcased other inspirational people such as Nelson Mandela,
Rosa Parks and Gandhi who all showed moral courage against injustice and
prejudice.
The programme provided leadership development for young people in
secondary schools by training them to be exhibition guides, by encouraging
them to teach others the legacy of the diary and by helping them to
understand the damage caused by hatred and prejudice.
Val Ross, Eastern Regional Manager for the Anne Frank Trust, commented: “In
our experience, and working with over 30,000 young people each year, Anne
Frank’s diary continues to inspire and speak directly to them, providing
opportunities to learn and reflect on the consequences of prejudice and
discrimination. The Take a Stand exhibition prompts us to think and question
what our responsibilities are to make a real and lasting difference to our
communities.
Mrs Earp said, “We have been delighted to be working in partnership with the
Diocese of St Albans and SACRE to promote active citizenship, community
engagement and positive attitudes in this way. The Year 8 pupils have
benefitted enormously from the opportunity to present information about a
range of inspirational people to their peers.”
Head of RE and Deputy Headteacher, Caroline Hinitt said, “Pupils are becoming
increasingly more aware of the issues of racism, prejudice, violence and
discrimination in our world. It was important for us, as a school, to enable our
pupils to learn about courageous and principled people of the world. Ordinary
people, who did extra-ordinary things and helped to change the world for the
better. As Rosa Parks said, ‘Racism is still with us, but it is up to us to prepare
our children for what they have to meet and, hopefully, we shall overcome’“
Parents and members of the community attended two open evenings for the
exhibition, where Year 8 guides were able to inform a wide age range of
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visitors about the work of the Anne Frank Trust and the inspirational people
within the exhibition. In addition, pupils from local lower and upper schools
visited and took a tour.
‘People will always follow a good example; be the one to set that example then
it won’t be long before others follow.’
Devastation in Nepal - Henlow Helps!
Fresh from her trip to Nepal over the Easter holidays, Mrs Albert has been
instrumental in ensuring that Henlow is fully alert and ready to respond to the
disaster. In order to provide practical help for the people of Nepal, we are
going to support an initiative called AQUABOX, run by Rotary. A box of basic
equipment is provided to a family, including tarpaulin, hammer, nails, basic
hygiene items, some clothes, cooking utensils and a pot. The final item in the
box is a microfilter, which, when attached to the box, can turn polluted water
into clean drinking water via a small hand pump. The filters used are so fine,
that no known bacteria are able to pass through it. They also prevent the
spread of polio. In the past, AQUABOX asked people to provide the 70 items in
the box, but now, they buy items in bulk and ask for £125 to cover the cost of
the survival kit inside the box. There are 200 boxes which they would like to
ship out to Nepal once they have sorted out flights.
So, on Wednesday 6th May, Henlow pupils will be wearing red, white, blue,
green and yellow clothes, which are the colours of the Nepalese prayer flags
which you can see hanging in every corner of the country. This disaster relief
day will cost £1 and for every £5 raised by a year group, Mrs Albert will hang a
prayer flag under the patio canopy - if an individual raises any multiple of £5,
then they will have that number of prayer flags hung for them, emblazoned
with their name. There will be cake sales from 1pm and pupils will be
encouraged to make and to buy cakes after their normal lunch.
We hope to be able to donate enough money from pupils and staff to provide
at least 6 boxes to AQUABOX, however, the enthusiasm for this project shown
by pupils so far might mean that we can provide many more boxes, or even a
community box for a whole village if we raise an additional £250.
If you have been thinking about how you might be able to help the people in
Nepal but are not keen on text donations, then please do support the
AQUABOX project via our school. Further information can be found on their
website http://www.aquabox.org/whats-in-a-box/#boxtabs1
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For more information please see our website

www.wanderbus.org.uk
or Telephone 0300-123-3023
Concessionary Travel Passes / Cash Fares accepted on all routes

Services from Meppershall
OUT
OR = Stop on Request

RETURN
RR = Return on request

W2 Bedford
Shefford Health Centre
Meppershall, opposite Post Office
Meppershall, Rectory Road
Bedford, St Pauls Sq/Corn Exchange

2nd & 4th Wednesday of each month
08.55
RR
09.03
RR
09.05
RR
10.00
12.10

W6 Shefford Market
Shefford Health Centre
Meppershall, Fildyke Road
Meppershall, Village Hall Bus Stop
Shefford Health Centre via Ivel Rd
Shefford Northbridge St
Depart Shefford Health Centre
Depart Morrisons Shefford

Every Friday
08.45
09.20
09.23
OR 09.30
09.35

W10 Stevenage
Shefford Health Centre
Meppershall, opp Post Office
Meppershall, Rectory Road
Stevenage Lister Hospital
Stevenage, Waitrose
Stevenage, Tesco

2nd & 4th Tuesday of each month
08.45
RR
09.02
RR
09.04
RR
OR (09.53)
RR
OR (09.58)
RR
10.00
11.45

W11 Milton Keynes
Shefford Health Centre
Meppershall, opposite Post Office
Meppershall, Rectory Road (E bound)
Milton Keynes, Midsummer Boulevard
(Popular so best to call to book seat)

3rd Monday of each month
08.55
RR
09.10
RR
09.12
RR
10.15
12.45

RR
RR

10.05 OR 10.40
11.05

On request, stops will be made to pick up / set down at any place along the
route where it is safe & legal to do so. Available for private hire – Evenings
and Weekends – 16-seater fitted with seatbelts and air conditioning.
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WHERE MY CARAVAN HAS RESTED

By Denis Neilson

A year in Australia – Part 3 – We get our car and caravan.
Monday 24th February 2003 dawned
bright sunny and warm. We were up early
for today was the day we would get our
car. Our first job, however, was to
borrow our host’s UTE and head for the
nearest HSBC bank, which just happened
to be in Sydney, where we could collect
the banker’s drafts to pay for our
purchases. Internet banking was in its
infancy then and transfer of capital from one country to another had had to be
done using hand-written forms; how much easier it would have been today.
We then called in on the seller of the van and paid him, got a receipt and the
remaining 2 years of the original guarantee. The seller had lost the original
sales receipt which was required to support the guarantee and, as we were to
find out, was also the proof that he was the owner and therefore could sell! A
phone call to the dealer in Victoria confirmed that he had sold it to our man
and I was promised a copy of that receipt through the mail. So, on that note,
we hooked up the caravan and towed it back to Wollongong. The proof arrived
a few days later so no problem there.
A quick bite of lunch then off to the car dealership to pick up the car. There
was lots of apologising for the delays and thanks for our patience and we
eventually drove out of their forecourt. When we got home we learned that
the braking system on caravans in Oz was electronic, (no relying on the weight
of the trailer to push against the car to put on its brakes) so we needed an
electronic unit that, when the brake pedal in the car was pressed, made the
brakes of the caravan come on and the unit slow down as one. Off we went to
buy our braking system which our host’s son-in-law, Matt, had the space in his
yard and the necessary tools to do the job. All I provided was the unit and few
"stubbles". By 9pm that evening we had a car fully kitted out to tow our
caravan. All we had left to do was to connect the two together and adjust the
brakes. That we would do tomorrow.
Ah, the best laid plans of mice and men! Did we get the brakes adjusted? Not
immediately, no! It was one of those days full of frustration. When we agreed
to buy the car it was pointed out that the air conditioning needed re-gassing
and that would be my responsibility. That being so I took the car to a
recommended garage to have this work done. Unfortunately, when we
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presented paperwork for the car I was asked "Where is your current Pinkie?" I
was astute enough to realise that he did not want to see my little finger, so I
just looked surprised and blank. The "Pinkie" it turns out is a certificate of
roadworthiness on a form coloured pink. This safety check (very similar to our
MOT) has to be carried out on all vehicles and they cannot be sold without a
current one in place. It has a limited life span and ours, apparently, had
expired, so once more we had to contact the car dealer. The representative
spoke with the garage doing the air conditioning and arranged for them to
supply a new "Pinkie". They agreed and explained to us that this would
increase the time taken to fix the car and I was told it would be ready for
collection late afternoon. Twiddling thumbs and wandering around the local
town became the order of the day for Ruth and I. We were all packed to go off
to Canberra to see Ruth's cousin who just happened to be out from Scotland
visiting her son in Canberra and this was to be our first trip in the car. We rang
around 6pm and were finally told it was ready, so we headed out to the
garage, wallet in hand, to collect our car. We were given the new and valid
"Pinkie", the keys and an invoice listing the work done (no trace of air
conditioning), with a stamp on it "PAID IN FULL". That was enough for me,
nobody asked for any additional money, so we climbed into our car and
headed home. We were able, that evening, to connect the car to the caravan
and adjust the braking system (very easy to do) so it all worked out in the end.
All we had left to do was to register the car in our name which we would do
tomorrow and then off to Canberra!
The following day, Wednesday, we got the title for the car transferred and the
vehicle taxed. After a difficult start (predominantly over my inability to prove,
without a utility bill or an Australian drivers licence, my residential address in
Oz) the lady in the Road Traffic Authority became very helpful, and we found
out that we could register the car for longer than 12 months, so it would cover
us until we completed our trip. She also recommended, and we acted on this
recommendation, that we join the National Roads and Motorist's Association
(NRMA) very similar to our RAC or AA. The NRMA apart from providing a
breakdown service anywhere in Australia, also did competitive insurance so we
got the car fully comprehensively insured. There being nothing else we could
do we pointed our radiator towards Canberra.
On recommendation we stopped at a small town named Robertson, which
boasts a pie shop, and bought 3 pies to take to Canberra for dinner that
evening. We arrived at Ruth’s cousins at around 3pm and met the family. Once
we had got the chatting over with and had the inevitable “stubby” we set off
"roo" watching. Although we only saw two kangaroos that evening, it was nice
to see them in the wild. …to be continued.
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THE LUCY PAGES
By Lucy Standbridge, aged 13

Thursday 7th May was the day of the General Election, so for my pages in this
issue, I thought I would see what the Meppershall people thought and which
parties they were voting for. The Village Hall was Meppershall’s polling station,
and the car park was busy all day.
First, I interviewed two people who are regular voters, but they said that they
found it difficult to choose who to vote for this year because they liked specific
policies from a range of different parties. I also asked them “if you could
choose anyone in the world to be Prime Minister, who would it be?” and they
told me that they would choose Stephen Fry because he has a good sense of
humour.
I then interviewed a lady who was a UKIP voter because she thought they
would have a good impact on the costs for us being in Europe. She had only
voted once before, and didn’t find it difficult to choose a party to vote for. If
she could choose someone to be Prime Minister, she said that she would have
a female to lead the country.
Two other people told me that they voted for the Conservative Party because
they would like David Cameron to stay as Prime Minister as he was a good
prime minister for the last five years. They are regular voters, and they had no
difficulty in choosing a party. If anyone they wanted could be Prime Minister,
they would also choose Stephen Fry, but this time because he has big brains.
Gemma and Peter Chapman said they are regular voters and didn’t find it very
hard to decide on whom to vote for. Gemma said “If I could choose anyone to
run the country I would choose Graham Norton because he is funny, or maybe
Lily Savage!”. Peter thought that Nelson Mandela would’ve made a good Prime
Minister.
Another two people I interviewed said that they had no difficulty in choosing
to vote for UKIP. They said “We think that UKIP are the only party with sense,
and they answer questions realistically”. They both thought that either Alan
Sugar or Richard Branson would make good Prime Ministers because they have
both run something very successful by themselves and they would know what
they are doing.
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One lady I interviewed said that she is not a regular voter, but she has voted
before. She found it very difficult to choose which party to vote for. She also
said that if Brad Pitt or Ashley Banjo were Prime Minister, then she would pay
more attention to politics!
Finally, I asked another two people. They are regular voters, and they said that
it wasn’t particularly hard to choose the Conservatives to vote for. They voted
Conservative because they hadn’t done a bad job over the last five years. One
of them said he thought that Jeremy Clarkson would make a good Prime
Minister because he has the right attitude to life - he is opinionated and not
afraid to upset people. However, the other said that she would choose Jon Bon
Jovi, because he does a lot of charity work and looks after the poor. Their 9
year old daughter who went also went along with them said that she thought
that her dad would make a good Prime Minister, or even Katy Perry!
The election ended up with the Conservatives winning the greatest number of
seats, so David Cameron will be our Prime Minister for another five years. Who
will you vote for next time?

Bedford Model Engineering Society
Summerfield Miniature Railway
Off the A600 just past Haynes Turn
Public Running Days in 2015 from 11 am to 4 pm.
JUNE

Sunday 7th

SEPTEMBER

Sunday 21st
JULY

Sunday 6th
Sunday 27th

Sunday 5th

OCTOBER

Sunday 11th

Sunday 19th

NOVEMBER

Sunday 1st

DECEMBER

Saturday & Sunday
5th & 6th : Santa
Specials – booking
essential; forms
available in
September

AUGUST Wednesday 5th
th

Wednesday 12

Wednesday 19th
Sunday 30th
Bank Holiday Monday 31st
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FINANCIAL UPDATE by PAUL SAVUTO
Test your knowledge with DGS Chartered Financial Planners. Can you get all 18 correct?

1- Where do you go to make a financial A. The Office of Fair Trading
complaint about how a bank or building B. Financial Ombudsman Service
society has treated you?
C. The FCA (Financial Conduct
Authority)
D. The FSA (Food Standards Agency)
2- What is the Current Individual Savings A. £15,000
Account Annual Allowance?
B. £7,500
C. £15,240
D. £15,500
3- What is the basic rate of tax relief on a A. 10%
pension contribution?
B. 20%
C. 40%
D. 45%
4- Of the following, where is usually the A. Online
most expensive place to get foreign B. At your bank
currency?
C. At the airport
D. At the Post Office
5- What interest rate would a savings A. 4%
account need to give, for a basic rate B. 3%
taxpayer, before it paid as much as a 2% C. 2.5%
AER cash ISA?
D. 2%
6- What rate of income tax do you pay if A. 50%
you earn more than £150,000
B. 45%
C. 40%
D. 55%
7- What is the standard personal allowance A. £10,000
before you pay income tax
B. £10,600
C. £11,000
D. £9,500
8- What, on average, is worth more?
A. 900 Nectar points
B. 700 Boots Advantage points
C. 250 Tesco Clubcard points
(swapped for Clubcard Boost
Partner vouchers)
D. £7 in cash
9- If you had £380,000 to save in the UK, A. 1
what's the smallest number of different B. 5
financial institutions you'd need to put it C. 7
into to ensure complete safety if any D. 37
went bust? (excludes NS&I)
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10 - What is a single person’s Inheritance Tax A. 300,000
Nil rate Band Allowance
B. 325,000
C. 275,000
D. 350,000
11- What does APR stand for?
A. Average Percentage Rate
B. Annual Percentage Rate
C. Alternative Percentage Rate
D. Absolutely Pathetic Rate
12- On a £5,000 credit card debt at 19.9% A. 5 years and 9 months
interest, how long will it take to clear if B. 29 years and 6 months
you're making the minimum monthly C. 57 years and 1 month
repayments (the higher of 2% or £5)?
D. It’ll never be paid off
13- What does PPI stand for?
A. Priority Protection Insurance
B. Personal Protection Insurance
C. Payment Protection Insurance
D. Pants Protection Insurance
14- What is the VAT rate
A. 15%
B. 17.5%
C. 20%
D. 25%
15- What is the annual allowance for A. £50,000
pension contributions
B. £45,000
C. £40,000
D. £3,600
16- If you have £1,000 in premium bonds, at A. 90%
1.35% 'interest', what are your chances B. 45%
of winning a prize of any value over a C. 37%
year (as at December 2014)?
D. 1%
17- What is the maximum a couple with four A. £32,200
children can earn and still be claiming B. £70,300
Child Tax Credit?
C. £46,100
D. £26,300
18- What is a person’s Capital Gains Tax A. £11,100
Allowance
B. £11,500
C. £11,000
D. £10,900

For answers see foot of page 42.
If you would like to meet up for a free financial healthcheck, please contact
me, Paul Savuto, Chartered Financial Planner on 07834 499595 (Meppershall
based)
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS

June 2015
Monday 1st
Defibrillator Demonstration
Thursday 4th
Evergreens
Saturday 6th
Karen’s Karaoke
Monday 8th
Parish Council Meeting
Thursday 11th
GNOMES Coffee morning
Sunday 14th
Second Sunday Stroll (to Haynes)
Paul Carnes’ Quiz Night
Wednesday 17th
Players’ AGM
Saturday 20th
Almost ABBA
Sunday 21st
Open Church Sunday
Caritas Harmony
Tuesday 23rd
Midsummer Soirée
Wednesday 25th
Robin Hood auditions
Friday 26th
Summer Fayre
Thursday 21st
Evergreens
Saturday 27th
Meppershall Summer Fair

7:00pm

Meppershall C of E Academy

2:15 – 4:00pm

Sugar Loaf

8:00pm

Village Hall

7:45pm

Village Hall

10:30 -11:30am

Meppershall Care Home

10.30am
7:30pm

St. Mary’s Church
Social Club

7:30pm

Village Hall

8:00pm

Social Club

6pm

St Mary’s
The Grove Theater, Dunstable

6 for 7:45pm

South Farm (Shingay-cum-Wendy)

7:30pm

Village Hall

5:30 – 7:30pm

Henlow C of E Academy

2:15 – 4:00pm

Sugar Loaf

1:00-5:00pm

Fosters Field (behind Village Hall)
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MEPPERSHALL SOCIAL CLUB

June 2015

Our singles snooker tournament came to its conclusion, a fantastic
match over 3 frames with the victor being Chris Case and the runner
up Roy Morris, winning £50 and £30 respectively, and Chris will be
having his name engraved on the club snooker shield. The doubles
tournament is currently in full swing and the winner will be
announced next month. Please note that as snooker is now
extremely popular with players, it is strictly members only
(membership available) and if the tables are full you must put your
name on the blackboard and wait for a table to become free.
Currently, the quieter nights are Wednesday, Thursday & Saturday.
Our next event is Saturday 20th June, a trip back to the 70’s & 80’s
with the fabulous ALMOST ABBA. Having researched & read the
reviews on this band, which are excellent, we are in for a great night.
Fancy dress is optional but would be great fun. Doors open 8pm with
the band starting at 9pm; tickets are on sale now priced at £5 for
non-members & £2 for members - these can be purchased at the bar
IN ADVANCE or reserved by email, details are at the foot of page. We
look forward to seeing you.
Karen's Karaoke, which is now proving very popular, will take place
on Saturday 6th June, 8pm, all welcome, & Paul Carne's Quiz will be
Sunday 14th June, with teams of up to 6, £1 to play with half the
takings going to the winners & half to our charities St. John's Hospice
Moggerhanger & British Heart Foundation. Quiz starts 7.30pm sharp
- all welcome.
Please note a change to our Sunday lunchtime opening hours, these
are now 1.30pm to 4.30pm, fresh filled rolls available at £1 each.
Finally any questions, queries, suggestions or ticket reservations,
please e-mail address below:
Sharon1805@hotmail.co.uk
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“When the Lights Go on Again” A musical play commemorating & celebrating
the anniversary of VE Day 70 years ago
We’d like to say a big thank you to the Friends of the Players for their front of
house assistance on ‘When the Lights Go On Again’. As always they did an
amazing job, alongside our F.O.H Co-ordinator, Angie. Thank you also to all you
lovely people who supported the Players by coming to see the show. We will
be performing a VJ Variety Show for one night only on Saturday 15th August
2015. This show is a Players and Meppershall Social Club collaboration; more
details in the next issue of the Messenger.
Players AGM Wednesday 17th June 7.30pm, at Meppershall Village Hall,
followed by a read through of this year’s Pantomime ‘Robin Hood’, auditions
for which will take place 7.30pm Thurs 25th June at Meppershall Village Hall.
Performance Dates for ‘Robin Hood’: 2015-Fri 4th 5th, 11th & 12th December.
Tickets on sale: Every Wednesday 7.30pm ‘til 9.30pm at Meppershall Village
Hall and from Wednesday 3rd June until October sale from Roger’s Bakery.
The Meppershall Players do have their own page on Facebook (Meppershall
Players Community) and also a brand new Web Page (Thank you Charlie) which
will be updated the first Monday of every month. So why not check us out.
If you use the Village Hall don’t forget to check out the notice boards in the
front entrance. We always have plenty of information about the Players on the
boards in the front foyer.
For those of you who enjoy singing, Karen’s Karaoke is at Meppershall Social
Club once a month throughout the year on the following dates: 6th June,
4th July, 1st Aug, 5th Sep, 3rd Oct, 14th Nov, 19th Dec & 2nd Jan 2016. So come
along and enjoy a sing-song in a friendly atmosphere.
The players meet every Wednesday evening at 7.30pm at the Village Hall.
Membership is currently free and we welcome people from the age of 9 to
90+. To indulge in all areas of theatrical performances, set building, costumes,
directing, acting, make-up, song & dance. Interested? Then we look forward to
meeting you.
Karen Mitchell (Players Secretary) 01462 816336
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PUZZLES PAGE
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Su Doku 1418
The objective is to fill a 9×9 grid with digits so that each column, each row, and
each of the nine 3×3 sub-grids that compose the grid contains all of the digits
from 1 to 9

Arithmetic Square Puzzle 106
+
10
+

+

2
-

+
+

+
13
+

+
-

+
28

+

7
-

+
+

+
6

+

-44

30
-

+
52

32

28
-4

Try to fill in the missing numbers.
Use the numbers 1 through 16 to complete the equations.
Each number is only used once.
Each row is a math equation. Each column is a math equation.
Four cells are already completed to assist
Good luck
Thanks to Paul Smith for the puzzles
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FILM REVIEW

By Carlie Newman

Although slight, TEA AND SANGRIA (cert.15 1 hr. 50 mins.) is a charming film.
The one man band that is Peter Domankiewicz, who is the writer, producer,
director, editor and main star - and he even writes some of the music - in his
first feature film, puts everything into this movie. Having given up his job, his
home and everything he knows in England to travel to Spain and be with the
woman he has fallen for, is a huge step. Will David (Peter Domankiewicz)
regret his move?
It doesn't begin too well with Marisa
(Angela Boix) turning up late and,
unfortunately, the whole relationship
starts to deteriorate to the point that
David moves out of the shared
apartment. Now homeless in Madrid,
with little money and less Spanish,
David is forced to rely on friends and
find employment.

This is not the usual kind of rom com: instead of focusing just on the romance
between the two, we see David coming to terms with the different culture of
this Spanish city. The characters he comes across teach him about life in
Madrid and, through the eyes of an Englisman we are able to delight not only
in the lovely city but also in its special characteristics. At first you can see David
translating not just the language but also the customs until he becomes
familiar with both. Domankiewicz is not particularly good-looking which makes
the romantic part of the story quite believable.
The actor has a natural charm which works well with the very attractive fiery
Spanish Boix. The film is light and amusing with a gentle very British type of
humour and a welcome change from some of the heavier stuff currently on
offer. The title of the two drinks bridges the gap nicely between the countries.
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What'sit?
Solution to What’sit No. 10
Elaborate wrought iron hinge
on the door to the Church.

Now where is What’sit No.11?...
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THE MEPPERSHALL GARDEN CLUB
(MGC)

At our April meeting a group of the garden club members
went to Hopleys Garden Centre in Much Hadham. There is a
large garden area with well-established plantings and it is
possible to see shrubs and trees in their mature form. It was
a beautiful day and the garden and lake looked lovely. The
garden centre itself sells all the varieties of plants which we
had admired on the stroll around the grounds. Members
were looking for inspiration for new gardens or flower beds
and a few purchases were made. The restaurant is good for
lunch, with reasonably priced homemade food and cakes.
The shop sells cards and garden items and there is an
impressive array of pots.
From there we went on to the Mill End Nursery near
Buntingford. The plants there were less expensive but
possibly not as healthy as those at Hopleys.

Linda Parker
01462 815114
Sarah Till
01462 817176
Kim Lee Tyler
01462 811750
Email address:
meppershallgardenclub
@hotmail.co.uk

Our article this month is dedicated to the memory of Viv
Harvey and Kathy King, members who have passed away
recently. They will be greatly missed by everyone who knew
them.
If you would like to find out more about joining the
Meppershall Garden Club contact details are shown
adjacent.
Maureen Gravell
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NOTICE BOARD

HELP ! HELP!
We Need More Volunteer
Drivers!!
Wanderbus, the Shefford-based service operated entirely by volunteers, is
seeking anyone who can give us 1 morning or afternoon per month (or more of
course) to drive the Wanderbus.
The Wanderbus, that celebrated 25 years of service last year, is based from the
Shefford Health Centre, covers all surrounding villages with current services to
Baldock, Bedford, Hitchin, Letchworth, Milton Keynes, Stevenage & Welwyn
Garden City.
Jenny Gilbert, who oversees all operations, says “As we operate purely with
volunteers, we are desperately seeking additional drivers to complement our
current team. This can be driving just once a month or more and you only need
a full and clean car driving licence”. If you can help this special community bus
service please get in touch as below.
Contact details can be found on their web site – http://wanderbus.org.uk, by
calling 0300-123-3023 or e mail thewanderbus@gmail.com

Registered Charity No. 1149549
Southill Lower School Fun Night
Friday 3rd July 5-7pm
Southill Playing Field, School Lane, Southill
Family games and activities, Raffle,
Face Painting, BBQ & Refreshments and more
FREE ENTRY
Bring a picnic blanket and enjoy a fun family evening
(feel free to stay beyond 7pm)
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Lewis's Further Adventures
Borneo Onwards
Our Strategic radar was a No 4 Mk 7 (see previous issues), it had a large
hemispherical dish about twelve feet diameter which was kept free from
moisture internally with dry air forced through it under pressure. The air was
dried in two sealed towers fill with silica gel which were fed in turn (one on,
one off) by an air compressor with a five h.p. motor. The motor failed which
caused the dish waveguide to arc; this shut down the radar. I sent a signal to 3
BOD in Singapore, they replied by return: no spare unit available. I spoke with
the Battery Commander who held an emergency fund for this sort of
contingency, he said he would go into Kuching immediately and purchase a
compressor, he disappeared and two hours later returned with a model
aircraft compressor, I restrained my unique turn of phrase employed in this
situation and told him I would require one of his Matador Tractors parked up
beside the radar set. This was done and I then tasked my vehicle mechanics
with cobbling up a copper pipe from the Matador to the radar. Two hours later
we started up the Matador and put it on tick-over, the towers were charged up
and the radar was back in business – air cover out to 160 miles. I got the
gunners to bring in two fifty gallon drums and had them filled with diesel with
instructions never to let them run dry.
I now composed a signal to both 3 BOD in Singapore and the Base Ordinance
Depot in Old Dalby in England where I knew there were a number of
compressors. Explicitly, I set out the situation, radar air cover in Serawak,
Borneo was totally dependent upon the length of time that an AEC Matador
could tick over. I received a return signal stating that I had exceeded my
authority in contacting the depots directly. We never received a spare
compressor and when I eventually left Borneo the poor old Matador was still
gamely ticking over.
An unfortunate incident took place: the Sergeant Army Air Corps Pilot went
missing on his return from Bau up on the frontier with Kelamantan. The
helicopter pilots tended to use the rivers for navigation, the teak trees on both
sides grew to a height of 100 metres with enormous leaves which gave
impenetrable cover. The Ghurkas were alerted and they put out patrols on the
route, unfortunately no trace was found of the Helicopter or the Pilot. The
local Land Dyaks were recruited to the search but they were also unsuccessful.
All the radars were running 24/7, this was now taking its toll, with the number
of failures steadily increasing; the high humidity and temperature were the
primary causes, together with inadequate design, particularly of component
parts. Due to the dense jungle the gun sites could only be reached by tracks
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which in turn were subjected to constant flooding. The soil combined with the
constant rain to produce a slurry which totally destroyed the brake linings of
the Land Rovers in a very short period of time. We had to resort to two man
crews, the vehicle was driven on the gears at all times and when stopping the
co-driver then jumped out and stopped the jeep!
My chaps worked their cotton socks off and would achieve many repairs onsite in the gun-subs. One of my vehicle mechanic Corporals had worked most
of the night on a Meadows Generator and having completed the job in the
early hours, he needed to test it. Unfortunately the compressed air bottle had
not been recharged, so he opened the decompressor levers and turned the
engine over by the starting handle - he must have suffered a heart attack and
was found slumped over the handle. He was an only son with a widowed
mother. I gathered the section together and explained the situation, they all
agreed to a man that we should send his mother the reserve fund I had been
carefully hoarding. We formed an honour party to carry his coffin onto an
Argosy at the airfield for the flight to Singapore. There was a UK Bank in
Kuching with a helpful Manager, he arranged a transfer to the mother and did
so at no charge – a splendid man.
Unfortunately the attrition rate of our equipment had still increased. The
radar sub units were all connected by multi-core cables and sockets: the
sockets were phenolic mouldings carrying the pins and sockets with plastic
insulating washers between the two halves. Under the constant humidity and
temperature cycling the washers exuded a liquid which acted as a conductor
between the pins which had up to 600 volts on them – the connectors
exploded! I stripped out the first connector where this had occurred and the
problem became self-evident. I sent a Flash Immediate signal to Radar Branch
at the Royal Radar Establishment suggesting two things: a representative from
the Branch to fly out immediately (he arrived in 36 hours) and the stock of
replacement cables held in the Base Ordinance Depot at Donnington to be
shipped out to Singapore tout suite. We had a small stock of replacement
cables, so I stripped the connectors down on both ends of one cable and
removed the washer seals, reassembled the cable and fitted it to one of the
radars to be run for a week as a trial.
The Senior Radar Branch representative arrived, went through all the evidence
and agreed that my action had been the best solution, he also sent off signals
to confirm my actions and also to warn 53 Battery Section in Singapore of the
problem. With the agreement of Mike from Radar Branch we began the
mammoth task of stripping down all the cables and extracting the seals 24/7.
AQMS W.O. 2 Lewis Birt R.E.M.E. To be continued.
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Parents, Grandparents, & Childminders are all welcome!
After a fun-filled May with messy play, a visit from Jo Jingles and an energetic
sports week, we are looking forward to more exciting activities in June! The
weeks are as follows:
2nd – Messy play with soil and diggers, junk modelling, painting, making suncatchers and biscuit decorating.
9th – School theme with dressing up, Little People, books, puzzles and taking
clocks.
16th – Father’s Day with wooden house as an office, laptops, dolls and
buggies, musical instruments and making Father’s Day cards.
23rd - Seaside with wooden house as beach café, ride-on train, water tray /
paddling pool (weather dependant) and collage ice creams.
30th – Free play. The children can decide what they would like to do / play
with!
We would like to take this opportunity to again send out a plea to anyone who
may be interested in taking on a role on our committee. We are very lucky to
have parents who offer to help set up and clear away, but we do also need
committee members who can take over the running and organisation of the
group (which does involve a little more time than what we do on a Tuesday
afternoon). Angela and Hayley will be leaving at the end of the summer term
and without new members, unfortunately Tots will not re-open in September.
Obviously we would hate for this to happen and so are urging anyone who may
have a bit of time to spare to get in contact (number below) so we can tell you
more about it. Many thanks.

Come and join the fun at Meppershall village hall, every Tuesday in term
time from 1:30 till 3pm.
Under 1’s 50p * Under 3’s £1.00 * Under 5’s £1.50
FIRST VISIT FREE - MAX ENTRY £2 (exc. parties)
Craft, drink & healthy snack included each week
Look for Meppershall Tots on Facebook, or email meppershalltots@hotmail.co.uk

Please ring Hayley on 07749 970742 for more information.
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SIGNIFICANT EVENTS
RIP
We were saddened to hear that Kathleen Foster died on 14th April, aged 89.

Birthdays in June:
Tony Primett, will be 77 on the 1st
Harold Calver will be 97 on the 14th
Joan Wood will be 85 on the 28th
Congratulations to all of the above.
If you know of a significant event in the village, please let the Editor know: we
are looking for things to celebrate! 80th, 90th, and 100th birthdays we mark with
the presentation of a cake from The Messenger.
We would also love to hear about big anniversaries or any other cause to
celebrate.
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PUZZLE SOLUTIONS
Solution to Su Doku 1417
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Arithmetic square solution 106
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+
9
+
8
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Answers to PAUL SAVUTO’s Financial Quiz:
1)B; 2)C; 3)B; 4)C; 5)C; 6)B; 7)B; 8)C; 9)B; 10)B
11)B; 12)C; 13)C; 14)C; 15)C; 16)C; 17)C; 18)A

-44
32
30
28
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A very happy birthday to those of you
celebrating birthdays in June
Max Curtis who will be 5 on the 1st
Molly Curtis who will be 5 on the 1st
Chloe Marshall who will be 15 on the 1st
Vinnie Simpkins who will be 10 on the 1st
Abbie Bradshaw who will be 12 on the 3rd
Niamh Fairweather who will be 13 on the 3rd
Abigail Lougher who will be 13 on the 4th
Aliyah Vara who will be 14 on the 5th
Lewis Savuto who will be 13 on the 10th
Alison Watson who will be 11 on the 14th
Maya Cox who will be 15 on the 15th
Louis Fairy who will be 14 on the 22nd
Liberty Simpkins who will be 14 on the 22nd
Tayla Woodcock who will be 9 on the 25th
Monica Steeley who will be 12 on the 26th
William Lambley who will be 9 on the 28th
Finn Rose who will be 10 on the 30th
If you are under 16 and would like your name added to
the birthday page, please call Louise Hutson on 814148
or e-mail at louhuts@gmail.com
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Staplers is Hitchin’s folk and country dance club. We have over 70
members and have been meeting every week for more than 50 years.
What is English Country Dancing?
In its simplest form, English Country Dancing is a barn dance or ceilidh –
simple energetic dances to folk music tunes which can be picked up
quickly by people of all ages. The footwork is simple – often a skip or a
fast walk – and the dance is a pattern of moves danced by 6 or 8 people
in a “set” or by two long lines or big circle of dancers. Dancers often
change partners and there is not much emphasis on style.
People have been enjoying Country Dances for hundreds of years, and
in the 1600s they started to be incorporated into society balls because
they were simpler and more sociable than the formal court dances. If you
have watched films of Jane Austen’s novels you will see some good
examples of this.
In 1651 a music publisher called John
Playford produced a book called “the
English Dancing Master” which was a set
of instructions for about 100 dances. It
was tremendously popular and led to
thousands of dances being written and
published until, in the early 1800s fashion
moved on to Quadrilles and what we think
of as ballroom dancing. In the early 1900s
some people – a musician called Cecil
Sharp in particular – started preserving country customs, including
dances, before they were lost. The English Folk dance and Song
Society was formed in 1932 and started to encourage community
dances and a revival of country dancing. The original “Playford” dances
were replicated and joined by versions of American “contra” and square
dancing and by the 1950s and 1960s dozens of folk dance clubs had
been set up throughout the country.
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Who are Staplers?
The Staplers club held its first meeting
in September 1958, although there
had been country dancing evening
classes in Hitchin since 1944! The
club was big and active throughout
the ‘60s and ‘70s, had its own band,
went on outings, did display dances at
local events and – from 1958 to 1998
organised the “Hitchin Gathering” a
hugely popular day-long event which
attracted visiting dancers from far and wide.
The original club traditions continue. As
well as our regular Monday night club
meetings, we organise Saturday night
social
dances,
Sunday
afternoon
workshops, Sunday lunches and an annual
summer BBQ dance. We go to folk
festivals together and in the summer we
leave the hall and dance in each other’s
gardens. We are a friendly bunch who
welcome beginners, and help them to
understand the moves and try out the
dances. We follow the now fashionable custom of encouraging dancers to do
each dance with a different partner, so it does not matter if new members do
not have a partner.
We love the dancing, and are sure that you will too if you give it a go!
How can I join?
Come along on a Monday night to:
St John’s Community Centre, St
John’s Road, Hitchin SG4 9JP.
We meet from 8 to 10 pm.
Cost is £2 per week, but your first
visit is free.

Or you can visit our website: www.staplers.org.uk or call the Secretary on
01582 881966
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My London Marathon Experience

Zoe Cox

My journey to the London Marathon came to an end on 26th
April 2015 as I crossed the finish line. It was an incredible
experience and I was surprised that I had enjoyed every
moment of the day. It was such a perfect day. The weather
was perfect and the crowds were amazing. The best thing
was seeing how proud my children seemed to be.
Lots of people have said the marathon is on their bucket list
but for me it was not. I only started running to prove fat girls
could run and I intended to stop at 5 km. At school I was so
bad at PE that my teacher gave up and used to make me
hold the netball pole steady as it was all I could be trusted
with. I was offered a place through my workplace who had
charity places and it seemed churlish to turn it down so I
started training just to see how far I would get.
I ran it very slowly as I had been nursing an ankle injury all
the way through training so I was only aiming to finish and I
was happy to be in front of the sweeper van. Being at the
back I had the advantage of being entertained by the man
with the ladder, the woman who was running in high heels
and the minion. I felt I had it easy in comparison to them.
The day after I spent at a Spa relaxing and getting emotional
as I couldn't quite believe I had managed it. I carried my
medal around with me and I am happy to bore anyone to
death who is willing to listen.
Would I recommend it to others? Yes, without a doubt. I
don't think anybody would regret doing it. The idea that it is
too far is overwhelming when you first start training but you
build up slowly and before you know it you start saying silly things like "I am only doing 10
miles today". The hardest part of doing it is the psychological training to keep the doubting
gremlins at bay. The other factor stopping many people who would like to do it is raising the
money for the charity place but I found this very easy. People are incredibly generous if it is
your first marathon so if you have thought about doing it just go for it. You won't regret it.
Thank you anyone who has supported me with sponsorship, doing training runs with me or
just encouraging me.
Zoe
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Parish Church of St Mary The Virgin (Church of England)
Church Road, off Campton Road, Meppershall
www.stmarysmeppershall.org.uk  facebook.com/stmarysmeppershall

Rector: The Reverend Veronica Goodman
01462 339962 – ronigoodman@gmail.com – usual day off Monday
Churchwardens:
Dawn Abbatt 01462 816962
James Read 01462 857836 Email: Meppershall.PCC@gmail.com
PCC Secretary:
Anne Parsons 01462 813333 Email: annie10639@gmail.com
Things to Watch Out For…
2nd Sunday Stroll – Meppershall to Haynes and (optionally) on to Northill
The Alban Festival – in and around St Albans Abbey, 20th June. Featuring Justin
Welby, Archbishop of Canterbury. See below for more information.
St Mary’s Tea Tent – at the Village Fair on 27th June, serving its legendary
refreshments as always!
SPARKS – 10-13 August – volunteers needed! Call Dawn on 816962.
A Message from St Mary’s…
This month looking further abroad: we are fortunate to have the Archbishop
of Canterbury Justin Welby visiting our Diocese of St Albans. There are various
opportunities to see him and to hear him speak.
On Thursday 18th June at 7.15pm Archbishop Justin will be at St Albans
Cathedral, speaking about how he sustains his faith in his demanding role. His
insights should help us all as we try to live out our own calling and grow in our
personal faith. His talk will be followed by Compline (night prayer) at 8.55pm.
This event is open to all but please let them know you’re coming by Monday 1
June (email: bishop@stalbans.anglican.org, or phone Rosamund Adlard on
01727 853305, or write to Abbey Gate House, Abbey Mill Lane, St Albans AL3
4HD).
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On Friday 19th June the Archbishop will be at a Youth Evening at Stevenage
Arts and Leisure Centre and we’ll be taking a group of young people - there’ll
be a Worship Band from Soul Survivor, Cage Football, free food and
refreshments. Tell us if you’re interested.
The Annual Alban Pilgrimage is on Saturday 20th June. The Pilgrimage is the
biggest event on the Cathedral calendar, and recalls the martyrdom of Saint
Alban featuring huge puppet figures. It’s a lovely family day out.
For more details check the link at stmarysmeppershall.org.uk or
facebook.com/stmarysmeppershall. There is no need to register if you just
want to go and watch the procession as it goes through the streets of St
Albans.
The Archbishop will join the procession and preach at the Eucharist on arrival
at the Abbey. He will also participate in a discussion at 2.30pm on the subject
of World Mission, and then the Archbishop of Rouen, Mgr Jean-Charles
Descubes, will preach at Evensong later in the day.
Why is the Alban Pilgrimage and Festival important? Well, Saint Alban was the
first British martyr and the Cathedral and Abbey Church bearing his name were
built around the site of his grave, in the town which today names itself after
him. Pilgrims have travelled to that place for 1,700 years. It is said that Alban
was executed in place of a Priest who was fleeing from the Romans, in the
period when Christians were still persecuted under the Roman empire. The
priest escaped by swapping clothes with Alban, and Alban paid the ultimate
price for his good deed. What an important piece of history, and what an
inspiring Christian story, to have on our doorstep.
Also, Sunday 21st June is Open Church Sunday and many churches in the
diocese will be open for you to visit on that day. In Meppershall, St Mary’s is
open every day and all are welcome, but this is a particular opportunity to drop
in for a cuppa, cake, a chat, and a look around. See you there?
Rector Roni
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Services and Events – June 2015 At St Mary’s unless stated below
Date

Time

Weds 3rd June
10.00am
Sunday 7th June 11.00am
1st after Trinity 11.00am
10.45am
Tues 9th June
2-4pm
Weds 10th June 10.00am
Friday 12th June 9.009.30pm
th
Sunday 14
8.30am
June
10.30am
nd
2 after Trinity

Service / Event

Weds 17th June
Sat 20th June
The Alban
Pilgrimage at St
Albans Abbey

10.00am
11.00am
12.00pm

Sunday 21st
June
3rd after Trinity
Tues 23rd June

8.30am
11.00am

Holy Communion.
Parish Communion
Junior Church at the School
TeenTableTalk at the Rectory
Rectory Tea – chat and a cuppa – all welcome
Holy Communion
Silent Together – join friends to sit for a few minutes
to enjoy the tranquillity of the church
Holy Communion
Second Sunday Stroll - meet at the church gate for a
5-mile walk via Campton and Chicksands, to The
Greyhound, Haynes. Optional further walk from
Haynes on the Greensand Ridge Way to Northill.
Return lifts available.
Holy Communion
Processsion to the Abbey
Eucharist led by Archbishop of Canterbury, the Most
Reverend Justin Welby
Evensong and Procession to the Shrine of St Alban
led by Archbishop of Rouen,
Mgr Jean-Charles Descubes
Holy Communion
All Age Family Service

2-4pm

Rectory Tea – chat and a cuppa – all welcome

Weds 24 June

10.00am

Holy Communion

Sat 27th June

9.009.30am
11.00am

Celtic Morning Prayer

10.00am
11.00am
11.00am
10.45am

Holy Communion
Parish Communion
Junior Church at the School
TeenTableTalk at the Rectory

th

Sun 28th June
4th after Trinity
Weds 1st July
Sun 5th July
5th after Trinity

4.00pm

Parish Communion
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St Mary’s Church, Meppershall
Junior Church
JC JC JC JC JC JC JC JC JC JC JC JC JC JC JC JC JC JC JC JC JC JC JC JC
The children of JC explored the story ‘Jesus Heals at Bethesda’.
This is the story of the paralyzed man who is at the pool which when it stirs the
sick would try to be first to get in and be healed.
Of course, the paralyzed man was not able to get to the pool when it stirred so
spend 38 years waiting. Jesus saw the man and asked him if he wanted to be
healed. After hearing his story, Jesus said to him ‘pick up your mat and walk’.
The children demonstrated how wonderful it was to have the freedom of using
their arms and legs when they wanted to. Their next challenge was to try to
make their way to a pretend pool without walking, which needless to say
proved much more difficult, but a lot of fun nonetheless!
I hope you enjoy colouring in the picture below which shows the man by the
pool talking to Jesus.

Junior Church meets every first Sunday of the month from 11am to 12noon at
Meppershall CE Academy School Hall. Please do come along and join us!
The JC Team
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VEGETABLE STIR-FRY

JUNE 2015

SERVES 4
175g (6oz) carrots, peeled and cut into 5cm (2 inch) lengths.
1 courgette, cut into 5cm (2 inch) lengths.
1 red pepper, halved, cored and deseeded. And sliced.
75g (3oz) mushrooms. Sliced.
45ml (3tbsp) sunflower oil.
1 clove garlic, sliced.
2.5cm (1inch) piece fresh root ginger, peeled and sliced.
2.5cm (1inch) lemon grass, finely sliced.
75g (3oz) French beans, halved.
75g (3oz) baby corn, halved.
30ml (2tbsp) light soy sauce.
METHOD:
1) Place sunflower oil in wok or large frying pan and heat
until hot.
2) Add finely chopped garlic, root ginger, and lemon grass
and cook for a minute.
3) Add the carrots and beans and stir-fry for 2 minutes,
add the courgette, pepper, mushrooms and baby corn.
Stir-fry for 2-3 minutes, or until just cooked but still
crunchy. Sprinkle over the soy sauce and serve.
Recipes are kindly supplied each month by Brenda Putwain.
Benda would welcome feedback from readers on her recipes.
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THE MEPPERSHALL MESSENGER
CONTRIBUTIONS
The Editor welcomes contributions to the Messenger, whether as letters, articles or notices.
Contributions should preferably be as attachments to e-mail but hand written contributions
may be sent by post, left at the Editor’s address below or in the folder kept at the Village
Stores. Contributions should run to not more than one A5 page (except by prior
arrangement) and should be received by the Editor not later than the 12 th of the month for
publication at the end of that month. Contributions received after the deadline may be
held over.
DISCLAIMER
The Editor reserves the right to omit or alter any advertisement or article and to change the
content, format or issue date of the magazine without prior notice. The Editor cannot be
held responsible for the factual correctness of, or for any libellous comment or statement
made in any advertisement, article or other contribution published in this magazine. Every
effort will be made to avoid any deliberate attempt to mislead or otherwise cause harm or
damage to any person or persons by any advertisement, article or any other contribution
published in this magazine.
THE TEAM
Editor

Mike McConnell

Assistant Editor

David Turner

Advertising and
Distribution
Production Coordination
Treasurer

Colette House
Enid Pamment
John Thompson

2a Gregory Close
Email: mike.mcconnell@virgin.net
2 Campton Road
Email: davidturner25@hotmail.com
90 Fildyke Road
Email: colettehouse@gmail.com
112 High Street
Email: enid.pamment@gmail.com
16 Brookmead
Email: jthompson244@btinternet.com

811814
813613
815585
851397
812983

Collating Dates for your Diaries
2015
Tuesday
June
July
August

29
27
None

Double

September
October
November
December

28
26
30
None

January 2016

25

Double

Please note that dates in the above table indicate the month in which the
collating will take place, at 2.30 pm in the Sugar Loaf. The issue being
collated will relate to the following month.

