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EDITORIAL
There’s an end-of-term feeling as I sit down to write
this editorial. The recent fine weather and approach of
the holiday season is the reason. It makes one want to
look back on the year and celebrate all the successes.
First amongst these must be the Meppershall Summer
Fair, which was a resounding success thanks to the
support of the village. The committee could not have selected a better day for
the weather and this encouraged a very full turn-out. The bright sunshine, blue
skies, and fair-weather clouds provided a splendid backdrop to the aerial
displays. As is usual, the Messenger has attempted to capture the best bits of
the event in our photographic colour supplement. My thanks go to David
Turner for selecting the finest photographs from a number of sources,
including his own, to provide a record. My particular favourite, perhaps
because of the unusual views they provide, are the aerial photographs taken
from the drone which show the fair-ground in the context of Meppershall
village. You can find an interesting account of the Meppershall Village Forum
activities at the Fair on page 4.
Mention should also be made of the outstanding success of the Great
Meppershall Bake-Off which seems to have struck a chord in the village;
encouraging a vast entry from closet (or perhaps kitchen) bakers. The entry
and the blind judging means winners can be justifiably proud of their success.
A record of the winners from the Bake-Off and the Scrufts competition can be
found on page 13.
Thinking further back, there has been the Meppershall Festival, the
productions from the Meppershall Players, as well as the continual round of
activities from our schools, church and clubs. All this activity weaves a rich
fabric which is our community.
The Messenger, the Magazine Committee and the volunteers who print,
assemble and distribute it are taking a well-deserved summer break next
month. You will have to make this double issue last until September when the
magazine will return, refreshed by the holidays.
Have a good summer!

Mike McConnell
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Letters to the Editor
Dear Editor,
I would like to thank all my friends who have been so kind and helpful to me after my
hip operation; I cannot thank them enough for all the help they have given me.
A special thanks to the Gnomes and special thanks to Denis, who took me to Bedford
Hospital the day of my operation and kindly visited me the same evening to see if
everything went OK.
Glad to say I am getting on fine.
Thanks once again,
Joyce Smith.

Following our appeal for new volunteers to deliver the Messenger, we are
pleased to report that we have had a good response and the vacancies have
now been filled! If you would like to be on the ‘standby’ list to cover holidays,
illness, etc., please contact Colette (815585).

Aerial Images offer:
Aerial Film & Photography
-Video Productions
Aerial Home Photography
(Special offers for having a
4 seasons photo, Summer,
Winter, Autumn & Spring)
Estate Agents Film &
Photography
Weddings & Corporate
events
Roof Surveys & Inspections
-Site Maps
Fishing Lakes
Golf Courses
For more information
on all your aerial film &
photography needs
please call:

01462 672026
07825 210440
07825 210440

www.aerialimagesuk.com
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Meppershall Village Forum
The Parish Plan Review Group, under the banner of Meppershall Village Forum,
had a most successful day at the Fair on 27th June and we would like to thank
the Fair Committee for the excellent pitch. Our tent had many visitors, most of
whom took the opportunity to express their views on stickers showing what
Village residents love and what they would like to improve. Together with the
inputs via Facebook at Meppershall Village Forum and Twitter (@mepvilforum)
we received over 300 comments: we sincerely thank everyone who took the
trouble to let us have their views and we welcome further input on the social
media. We understand that a new Village Forum page is in preparation for the
Village website and will provide a source of all kinds of Village information and
a permanent opportunity to feedback comments.
Although this is by no means the end of our survey work, the preliminary data
suggests that concerns in 2015 are not markedly different from those listed in
the 2008 Parish Plan.
Things that were loved about the village were:
Total responses
Existing amenities: shops, groups, clubs, pub, church, schools,
events
Countryside: nature, views, walks, access and footpaths through
farmers' fields
Community feel, the people, friendliness
Peaceful, quiet, safe
Playing fields and their facilities
Motivation for new ideas, enthusiasm, enterprising

140
68

%
49%

Rank
1

31

22%

2

20
9
8
4

14%
6%
6%
3%

3
4
5
6

Some items that appear to be calls for improvement may more accurately be
reflections of the lack of information and communication that was also noted.
From conversations as well as stickers it was clear that, for instance, many
people did not understand the role of the Parish Council or its responsibilities
and limitations. It was also clear that The Messenger cannot be relied upon as
the sole means of communicating with the Village; the Review Group will be
encouraging the use of all other media, including the on-line Village Forum,
when it comes.
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Things needing improvement were:
Total responses
Highways: speeding, road conditions, pavement conditions,
paths, parking
Pub: keep it, but improve with food, outdoor area, better beers,
and make it family-friendly
Housing development: lack of knowledge, but many concerns,
conflicting views and paradoxes
Village green (social outdoor space), park and sports facilities
No Co-Op
Proposed village hall does not retain all existing facilities (incl
snooker)
More activities needed (for youth, elderly, family)
Dogs and fouling
Communication: lack of info on clubs, from Parish Council, on
businesses and services; need community forum
Café / coffee shop / tea room
others

150
31

%
21%

Rank
1

24

16%

2

19

13%

3

15
12
9

10%
8%
6%

4
5
6

5
5
4

3%
3%
3%

7
8
9

4
22

3%
15%
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The number of visitors to the Fair from outside Meppershall is evidence that
Meppershall is well thought of in the surrounding area.
Unsurprisingly, there was some evidence of polarisation between long-term
residents, who were most conscious of what they have come to love about the
village and would prefer to keep it as it was, and more recent arrivals who are
more open to change. There is a lot of energy in the latter group but it needs
to be harnessed. However, there were disappointingly few people indicating
willingness to become involved in bringing about change or innovation where
it is seen to be desirable.
Our exercise at the Fair has very much helped us to sharpen our focus for
further surveying. We will continue to use multiple ways of seeking opinions:
our use of the social media was welcomed by many who gave us an opinion.
We intend our final report to concentrate on only 5 areas so that there can be
a higher chance of actions resulting, but it will be for the Village and individuals
within it to take up the points that we make, and run with them.
The members of the Parish Plan Review Group are (in alphabetical order):
Dick Bulley
Neil Chambers
Albane Lester
Paul Smith
Roger Smith.
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Kathleen Foster: 4th June 1925 – 14th April 2015
Some of you will be aware that my mother, Kathleen, died peacefully in April.
She had been living with my sister Liz and her family in Chatteris,
Cambridgeshire, since December 2012. Liz had cared wonderfully for her over
that time. Previous to that, Kathleen had lived in Meppershall for almost 65
years, since the day she and Michael were married in January 1948. We had a
wonderful Thanksgiving Service at St.Mary’s on 16th May, a mixture of sadness
at a mother, grandmother, great-grandmother and friend no longer with us,
joy for a life well lived and the mysterious certainty that death is not the end.
Kathleen was born into a farming family, the youngest of 4 children. Their farm
was situated just to the west of Ipswich in the village of Henley. On leaving
school, she trained as an infant teacher at the Froebel Institute in
Roehampton. Due to the bombing of the Blitz in World War Two, the college
was evacuated to Knebworth House, near Stevenage and she was given ‘digs’
in Hitchin.
Michael grew up on the family farm in Wymondley and had always attended
Tilehouse Street Baptist Church in Hitchin, or the little ‘daughter’ Chapel in his
home village. Kathleen wanted to continue her own church attendance and
started going to Tilehouse St. Church herself. A meeting of minds and hearts
brought romance and the rest, as they say, is history!
Michael was 11 years older than Kathleen and by 1944 had already established
himself at Fowlers Farm, Meppershall, initially in partnership with his father,
having bought it in 1936 in order to start farming on his own. During that
wartime period he lived in the High Street with Charles and Cissie Harris,
Geoff’s parents, rather than at Fowlers Farm, which was already occupied.
In 1946, Kathleen began her teaching career in New Milton on the coastal edge
of the New Forest, but after a short engagement, marriage saw them move
into half of the Fowlers Farm house where they lived for two years until
moving down to Polehanger Farm in 1950. This had been bought in 1941. The
demands of supporting a husband who was running a busy mixed farming
enterprise and soon raising 4 young children meant the day school classroom
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was no longer to be blessed with her presence. However, there would be many
other opportunities to get involved in community life. Michael and Kathleen
together with others like John and Mabel Oates ran the little Methodist Chapel
Sunday School for 25 years or so, with numbers attending as high as 30 on
occasion.

Hospitality was a key feature of life at Polehanger. I remember it well. Friends
passing through, folk recuperating from sickness, those needing respite from
longer term illness and difficulties, or visitors from abroad needing a base from
which to travel whilst in the country. All found a welcome. The kitchen was the
centre of the home, constantly turning out meals for a hungry household of
active school children, various visitors, as well as those family members coming
in from working on the farm or needing tea taken to them in the harvest field.

In 1982, Christine and I, and our two young sons, swapped homes with Michael
and Kathleen and they returned to Fowlers Farm, where we had lived
ourselves since getting married in 1974. They began a busy retirement that
lasted for 20 years until physical capabilities restricted what both could do. Still
people continued to pass through their home at regular intervals;
grandchildren, friends, family, and first time visitors.
As is the experience of so many in their latter years of failing health, restriction
is enforced on activities that were once so readily embraced. In spite of this
and the loss of Michael at the end of 2012 together with her diagnosis with
Alzheimer’s, Kathleen never lost her gentle spirit, always enquiring about the
village and people she could still recall, even if she couldn’t place them fully in
time. Her ashes are now buried with her beloved husband in the Village
Churchyard. A fitting reminder of a long and faithful village life.
Chris Foster
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The term has flown by and I can’t believe this is the last piece
for the Messenger this academic year.
We would like to wish our Year 4s all the best for the future
as they leave us. During the last few weeks they have been
busy with many different activities culminating in a
residential trip. We are proud of all they have achieved and
hope they all remember their time here with fondness.
Key Stage Two delighted their parents with two
performances of “Jonah, a fishy tail” and one of the
memories that will stay with me was the beautiful singing
The rest of the school has also been hard at work. Our SATS
results show that attainment continues to increase, as do our
results for the other years.
On Friday 10th July we were delighted to unveil a new stained
glass window at Meppershall CE Academy (featured on this
magazine’s front cover). The window shows a dove flying
across the sea, towards a rainbow – a symbol of Hope.
The idea behind the window came from the Noah’s Ark mural
we painted onto an outside wall last summer.
The window was unveiled as part of our Collective Worship at
the start of our RE Day which asked the question “Can one
person bring hope to many?” The children worked together
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in their classes in the morning thinking about this question
and also discussing Christian symbols of hope. In the
afternoon, the children worked in mixed aged groups and
wrote their hopes on images of fish, star fish and scallop
shells. We came together at the end of the day to look at
these symbols and to celebrate our beautiful new window. It
is truly beautiful and reminds us of our hopes for our school
as it continues on its journey.

If you would like to come and see it in situ, you are more
than welcome!
On Saturday 11th July, we held a family afternoon and
evening. This included a barbeque, games and an excellent
outdoor performance by Aesop’s Theatre Group of “Robin
Hood”. The weather was very kind and it was a lovely
evening. This must become an annual event and even if you
do not have children at the school we would be delighted to
welcome you.
I would like to thank all the staff here for their hard work
over the past academic year and to wish all our children a
very restful, happy summer holiday. We look forward to
welcoming new children in September as our numbers
continue to increase.
Happy holidays!

Nickie Moore
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GETTING AWAY WITH MURDER!
The following piece was sent in by Pamela Birch the Service Manager at
Bedfordshire & Luton Archives & Records Service. It is taken from the Spring
Newsletter which reports the work done by the volunteers in the archives and
a tale that might be of interest to Meppershall residents.
The Quarter Sessions project often highlights how one small piece of
documentation can be the start of something big. Recently the team have
been repacking the Quarter Session rolls of 1809 to 1811, and although the
Quarter Sessions did not try capital offences, they found themselves
investigating a gruesome tale worthy of a TV crime drama.
In the rolls for 1811 the team came across two letters relating to John Field of
Polehanger, Meppershall. One of the letters was from Field himself who
describes himself as ‘Being so far unfortunately situated as to be confined in
the County Gaol’ and requesting food and wine beyond the Prison allowance
and visits from friends. [QSR1811/298] The other letter pleads for the same
luxuries on Field’s behalf.
At first these letters provoked some sympathy for this ‘young man’ from ‘a
respectable family’ (QSR1811/297) although he did perhaps appear to be a
little naïve. However, a quick search of our gaol database revealed that at 38
years old he was not so young and he was charged with violent assault. The
gaol register also revealed that although committed in September 1811 he was
not tried at either the Michaelmas or Epiphany Quarter Sessions but at the
Lent assizes in March the following year. A search of our online catalogue then
revealed a set of letters in the Whitbread Estate archive that told the rest of
the story (W1/1774-1787)
John Field had been ‘cruel and brutal in the extreme’ towards his servant Mary
Flint. Field was committed to the gaol and poor Mary to the infirmary. On the
8th October the magistrates decided to examine Mary as to the assault; John
Field was invited to be present during the examination it being feared that
Mary would die ‘in consequence of the wounds and injuries which she received
from you’. In November John Field wrote to Mr Whitbread regarding reports
‘set afloat by some villain that Mary Flint has several times been with child by
me and that she has so often by my direction taken stuff to procure abortion,
As I know myself to be perfectly innocent of any such crime I earnestly solicit
you will be so good as to examine Mary Flint concerning the above report and
then (as you will find it to be without the least foundation, although I believe
her to be a bad girl) it may be a means of stopping the report from further
progress’.
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Field was refused bail and remained in the prison. Mary finally died at the
beginning of January 1812 [W1/1782] and an autopsy was performed. This
revealed that the poor girl had the early signs of tuberculosis on her lungs but
that it was an existing internal complaint that had been the cause of death. At
the inquest that followed five doctors expressed the opinion that the assault
by Field had accelerated Mary’s death and three the opinion that it had not.
The inquest lasted from 11 am to 11 pm and was mainly taken up by the
medical gentlemen’s evidence. After retiring for half an hour the jury decided
that the blows by Field had been a factor. John Field duly stood trial at the Lent
Assizes but with ‘no evidence to prove the deceased had received blows upon
the region of the Stomach ... the jury were directed to acquit the prisoner.’
This came as no surprise to Mr Wilshere the magistrate who had committed
Field to gaol. After the inquest he had written to Mr Whitbread that ‘supposing
myself a juror on that trial I could not convict him...I believe that his violence
towards his poor creature in her diseased & irritable state, increased the
morbid symptoms and hastened her death, but the blows were I think too
remotely the cause of death to amount in law to the crime of murder.’
However Mr Wilshere went on to say ‘he very amply deserves the confinement
expense & ignominy he has subjected himself to’. The Quarter Sessions
volunteers couldn’t help but agree.

If you would like to read more from the Newsletter,
it is published online at: http://www.bedfordshire.gov.uk/CommunityAndLiving
/ArchivesAndRecordOffice/PDFs/Newsletters/Archives
%20Newsletter%20No%20103%20Spring%202015.pdf
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MEPPERSHALL SUMMER FAIR
A huge thank you to everyone for supporting this year’s Summer Fair – Wow,
what a day!
We have had many comments on what you enjoyed the most – here are a
just few of them:
Maypole dancing, fairground rides & big bubbles!
Stalls and entertainment for all ages
Catering from St Marys Tea Tent and the new style Pit Stop bar!
BBMF Fly past
The Skies above Meppershall were honoured once again with a fly past from
the Battle of Britain Memorial Flight Hurricane. It was a pleasure to see such an
iconic aircraft fly past at our Summer Fair, in particular following the necessary
rescheduling of flypasts after the Lancaster’s engine fire in early May. We wait
patiently for news of her flying again.
The Bake off
Now in its second year, the Bake off had triple the entries of last year – indeed
there were 75 entries for the Victoria Sandwich!! Classes were varied and for
all the family from the Mini Baker at Pre School with decorated cupcakes to the
Show Stopper themed ‘Those Magnificent Men’ where imagination was the
only barrier! Winners were invited into the arena where they were awarded a
hand crafted and engraved mini rolling pin.
Stunt Plane
The afternoon was brought to a close with that outstanding world class stunt
plane display commanding silence from the crowd – only the roar of the plane
was to be heard! Thank you to Andrew Brinkley for kindly sponsoring this
display.
Funds raised
We are pleased to announce that this year’s Summer Fair has raised over
£3000. Remember that 50% of this figure will go towards the Meppershall
Firework Display.
On a final note
Credit must go to the Summer Fair Committee who worked hard throughout
the year to make this event possible. Indeed, alongside organising the firework
display, they are already planning next year’s fair!
Thank you to the Messenger
Do enjoy the many photographs of our event in the colour supplement kindly
produced by the Messenger.
Look out for details on the Meppershall Firework Display in the autumn!
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COMPETITION RESULTS
“SCRUFTS” Class Winners 2015
Judging by Malcolm Paul Johnson MCFBA MoGODT - Professional Canine
Behaviour Consultant.
Class One:
Prettiest Bitch – ‘POPPY ‘ Cocker Spaniel – Owned by: Harry Summers.
Class Two:
Most Handsome Dog – ‘NEO’ Siberian Husky – Owned by: Heather Snelson.
Class Three:
Waggiest Tail – ‘BUDDY’ Cocker Spaniel – Owned by: Hugh Blackwood.
Class Four:
Veteran Over 9 years – ‘AMBER’ Labrador – Owned by: Trevor Wilkinson.
Class Five:
Dog the Judge would most like to take home – ‘MAX’ German Shepherd Cross
Husky – Owned by: Karen Harper.
Random Dog in the Crowd – ‘ELSA’ Labradoodle – Owned by: Dianne & Ronnie
Page.
“BEST IN SHOW FOR 2015” - ‘NEO’ Siberian Husky – Owned by: Heather
Snelson.

THE BAKE OFF WINNERS 2015:
Victoria Sandwich - Gary Titmuss
Chocolate Fudge Cake - Grace Hendry
Swiss Roll - Katie Miller
Men only Guinness Cake - Olly Holloway
Identical Rolls - Allan Jarvis
Plaited Loaf - Gary Titmuss
White Loaf - Martin Randall
Chocolate Chip Cookies - Georgia Nesbitt
Shrewsbury Biscuits - Ivor Herman
Savoury Biscuits - Anita Holloway
Pre-school decorated Fairy Cake - Zara Walshe
Reception Y2 decorated Fairy Cake - Phoebe Brinkley
Raspberry Jam - Maria Peyton
Marmalade - Anita Holloway
Lemon Curd - Rebecca Cakebread
Chutney - Anita Holloway
Lemonade - Declan Peyton
Show Stopper - Diane Lancaster
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SHEFFORD LEISURE GROUP
AUGUST/SEPTEMBER 2015
On behalf of so many of our Shefford Leisure Group
members how very much they all enjoyed the Meppershall
Fair held on the 27th June. The weather was great and
everything seemed to go with a ‘swing’ ensuring everyone
joined in all the activities available. The ‘Bake off’ was a
huge success and the standards were exceptional. Even the Meppershall
Messenger was leaving its mark around the Fair with so many people carrying
and displaying their ‘30 year Meppershall Messenger’ bags. As for the flying
display and the breathtaking stunts towards the end of the afternoon, we can
only say “well done” to everyone and in particular a very big “thank you” to the
organising committee who obviously did a fantastic job. Well done!
Our day to Rutland in June (England’s smallest County) proved such a beautiful
day with plenty of sunshine. A full coach descended to Wansford where we
met our blue badge guide Roger who soon arranged for us to stop for coffee
and view our pleasant surroundings. Roger also directed us to the hotel which
has the famous staircase installed which Queen Mary used in the Castle which
shows the indentation of her ring imbedded in the wood prior to her execution
in Fotheringay. We then continued our tour through the countryside before
arriving at The Haycock Hotel for lunch. In the courtyard of this beautiful hotel,
we were directed to a very large conservatory overlooking beautifully kept
gardens, We were shown to our tables shortly afterwards our two course
lunch, beautifully served by elegantly dressed waiters and waitresses. We
completed our meal with coffee and chocolates and several of our members
decided to take their coffee into the lovely gardens. We all reluctantly left our
lavish venue, joined our coach and were soon on our way, passing beautiful
countryside to Rutland Water, a man-made lake showing how a village was
submerged to make the lake which still shows the Church which could be
clearly seen standing above the water level. Our last stop of the day was to
Stamford, a quaint town with a row of interesting little shops, before making
our way back to Shefford. What a lovely day out this proved to be, everyone
relaxed and happy.
It will be October before we can report on outings during the rest of July,
August and September. Summer will be nearly over for another year, our
thoughts turn to Winter plants for the garden, Children safely back at school
and settled in their new surroundings and Autumn is upon us! 2015 is sure
moving very quickly!
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FORTHCOMING EVENTS (At a Glance) 2015
Mid-Summer Murders Country & Goring Gap Cruise
Guildford Cathedral & City
Brick Lane Music Hall with afternoon tea, (War-Time Music Hall)
Lord Mayor’s Show – 800th Year
Thursford Christmas Spectacular
The Last Tango starring Flavia & Vincent, Matinee at MK Theatre
John Rutter celebrates his 70th birthday at RAH
Weymouth – Russell Hotel (Tinsel & Turkey)

Tuesday 8th Sept.
Wednesday 30th Sept.
Tuesday 27th October
Saturday 14th Nov.
Friday 27th Nov.
Wednesday 25th Nov.
Monday 7th Dec.
14th -18th December

LONDON SHOWS CURRENTLY AVAILABLE (with Stevenage Group Travel)
MATINEE PERFORMANCES – 2015 (unless otherwise stated)
RAILWAY CHILDREN – London Kings Cross Station – Leaving
Shefford at 11am
LORD OF THE DANCE DANGEROUS GAMES –– Dominion Theatre –
Stall Seats – Leaving Shefford at 10.45am
SUNNY AFTERNOON – Harold Pinter Theatre, Stall Seats – Leaving
Shefford at 10.45am
JERSEY BOYS with Lunch at the Planet Hollywood - Leaving
Shefford at 10.15am
MISS SAIGON - Prince Edward Theatre - Stall Seats - Coach Leaving
Shefford 10.45am
CATS –Andrew Lloyd Webber – London Palladium – Stall Seats –
Leaving Shefford at 10.45am
DISNEY ON ICE – WORLD OF ENCHANTMENT – Barclaycard Arena
(Formerly The NIA Birmingham) Block 4 (lower) Rows D E F & G –
Leaving Shefford at 8.30am.
GUYS & DOLLS –– Savoy Theatre – Stall Seats - Coach leaving
Shefford at 10.45am

Wed. 5th August
Wed. 19th August
Wed. 26th August
Tuesday 22nd
September
Thursday 24th
September
Wed. 28th October
Sunday 1st Nov.
Tuesday 12th Jan. 2016

EVENING PERFORMANCES – 2015 - Leaving Shefford at 4.15pm (unless stated)
BEAUTIFUL - The Carol King Musical - Aldwych Theatre – Stall Seats
Leaving Shefford at 5.15pm.
GYPSY – West End’s Savoy Theatre. - Stall Seats
SINATRA - London Palladium - Stall Seats.
KINKY BOOTS – Adelphi Theatre – Stall Seats

Wednesday 12th Aug
Thursday 13th August
Monday 7th Sept.
Tuesday 29th Sept.

Please telephone for availability and prices of any outings or shows listed above. For all
holidays, which include transport and hotel accommodation, Shefford Leisure Group acts as
an agent for the Tour Operator, their terms and conditions apply.
Shefford Leisure Group is open to everyone in the local community, who feel they would
like to join us on our ventures and see places they would not see under their own steam.
We are always happy to meet new friends. Raffles are held and all the proceeds are for
Keech Hospice Care for Children. For further information regarding dates, prices and
availability or to receive our monthly newsletter, please contact Enid on 01462 851397 or email enid.pamment@gmail.com.
Enid Pamment – Shefford Leisure Group
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WHERE MY CARAVAN HAS RESTED

By Denis Neilson

A year in Australia – Part 5 – A week in Sydney
We were later than expected leaving Wollongong so
decided to stop at the first campsite we found. It was a
place called Ferry Meadows and we sited our van for
the very first time on an Australian campground.
Highway 60 took us towards Sydney along the scenic
coastal route passing through an area noted for its rock
falls. Fortunately none occurred as we went through.
We had a few problems finding our campground for it
was not very well signposted. We had selected Lane
Cove River Tourist Park campground, which is in a
National park, so, apart from animal noises, it should be peaceful. What we
did not know, until we settled in, was that it was under the approach to Sydney
airport! It is not as busy as Heathrow but we saw and heard plenty of
aeroplanes. There were benefits though, the major one being birds. Lots and
Lots of them. We only managed to identify one, and that was because it sat
very close to us, making a noise, but eyeing us as though it was planning an
attack. It was a Noisy Miner, very yellow, very brazen and very cheeky.
We had decided we would go into Sydney the next day and we were advised
that parking in the city was not easy and we should go in by train from
Chatsworth, a suburb in the metropolitan area! We bought a 7 day ticket that
covered us for trains, buses and ferries and then caught the train into Sydney.
We walked around the tourist shops, visited Cadman's cottage which is one of
Sydney’s earliest surviving buildings that remain from the original colonial
settlement at Sydney Cove, the Garrison Church , actually the Church of the
Holy Trinity, but known as the Garrison church because all the regiments
stationed there in the 1840s worshipped there. We also saw the impressive
sandstone buildings known as Campbell's Stores. Campbell, a scot, built this in
the 1840s and he became known as the grocer of Australia. They are not
warehouses today but very smart restaurants overlooking the bay and the
iconic Opera House. Our final visit was to the Sydney Harbour Bridge or the
coat-hanger as the local folk call it. You can, for a fee of around $A150, walk
on the bridge's girders to the very top. One has to book in advance. We
ducked out of this idea even though you have a safety harness. The bridge has
2 tracks for trains, 2 tracks for trams, a lane for cyclists and a lane devoted to
buses, one lane for pedestrians and 7 lanes for cars, quite impressive. We
walked over the bridge on the pedestrian footpath and caught a ferry back.
That was our first day in Sydney solo. It is such a vibrant place. I noted in my
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diary that we had seen lots of parrots of varying sizes and colours but had still
to identify them.
The following days we solved the parking problem. We left the car with the
caravan and caught a bus! It proved to be so much easier. We walked the
Manley scenic walkway, a 10km walk from Manly to Spit. The walk had
numerous loos and picnic spots but the first watering hole was at 8.5Kms
where we had a baguette and a fresh salad all washed down with a very
welcome cuppa. Other days were spent using our travel card to get to as many
places as possible. One place we visited was Paddy's Market where we bought
a didgeridoo. Never was able to play it! We visited the Chinese gardens which
are really fantastic and of course just had to see the clock in the Victoria
Building. The building was originally a fruit market but has been changed into
a shopping mall and a magnificent clock suspended from the roof. Above the
clock face is a castle and each of its 4 walls has a double door which opens on
the hour and plays through an English historic scene. One such scene is the
beheading of Charles I another is of King Canute trying to hold back the Wash.
Very British, but not very Australian! The ANZAC Memorial is however, very
Australian and is obviously so very important to them. It is said that Australia
became a country when its troops, and those of New Zealand, joined together
in the First World War to fight in the Dardanelles. The interior of this huge and
magnificent monument is reached by sweeping stairs which take you into the
Hall of Memory with its white marble domed roof lined with 120,000 gold
stars. The stars represent the men and women of New South Wales who
served in the Australian Imperial Forces during World War I. It is a quiet and
moving place and a fitting monument to those who lost their lives. The Roman
Catholic Cathedral of St Mary’s Cathedral is another impressive building and I
was surprised to read that the magnificent spires were completed for the
nation’s centennial celebrations in 2001.
We visited the iconic Sydney Opera House and had a guided tour in the
morning and bought tickets for the evening
performance of Hamlet. In the afternoon
we watched the surfers at Bondi Beach (for
those intending to visit the easiest way to
get there is on a No380 bus). Our 7 days
were over but we had had a ball. Sydney
offers much and deserves a longer visit but
Australia is a big country and it was time to
move on if we were to see more of it.
….to be continued
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THE LUCY PAGES
By Lucy Standbridge, aged 13

As I have done for a few years now, I decided to seek your opinions on this
year’s Meppershall Summer Fair. As usual, there was an amazing turnout of
people who all enjoyed themselves. The weather was fantastic, which made it
an overall enjoyable day. Below, are the opinions of just a few fair-goers, and I
also interviewed some stallholders.
I interviewed Amy Riggs, Alfie Harris (age 7), and his mum who are all from the
village. I also interviewed people from outside the village who were Katie
Davies (age 14 from Henlow), Mae Standbridge (age 7 from Barton-Le-Clay),
Charlie age 10 from Shefford, Mrs Blackmoor from Biggleswade and Lisa
Spalding from Shefford.
Charlie went to the fair with her family for her grandad who specifically
wanted to see the cars and the car show. Charlie had never been to the fair
before, and found out about it on the internet. Mrs Blackmoor said she went
because “I used to live in the village, and it’s nice to come back”. Amy said she
went to support the village, and have a look around. Mae went with her little
sister Lili and her nana and grandad because “the fair is lots of fun, and I also
came to see my cousin Lucy!”. Lisa, who hasn’t been to the Meppershall fair
before, was told about it by word of mouth, and the weather was good so that
was another reason that she went. Alfie said he goes every year with his
family, and also it was raining last year so the good weather made him want to
come even more. Katie went to enjoy time with her friends.
Then, I asked what they liked about the fair. Lisa said she liked the classic cars
whilst Charlie said she liked the live music from the Shefford Town Band and
the Alabama Hayriders. Katie liked the wide variety of stalls and the bouncy
slide, which Mae also loved. Alfie told me “I loved the bouncy slide, and also
the maypole which I did with my auntie and I also won a teddy doing it!”. Mrs
Blackmoor said she liked everything especially the good turnout, the music and
the food and drink. Amy liked the variety of stalls, especially the beer tent. She
also mentioned that there was lots going on and plenty for children as well.
Finally, I asked if there was anything they would have liked to see. Charlie,
Amy, Mae and Mrs Blackmoor all said there wasn’t anything else they would
have wanted. Lisa also didn’t think there was anything to add, and she also said
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that the Meppershall Fair was better than Shefford! Alfie and his mum said
they would have liked more refreshment places, and Katie would have loved a
chocolate tombola.
I also interviewed some stallholders about their stalls. The first company I
interviewed was Phoenix Trading and I spoke to the stall holder Linda Cook.
She was selling cards, gift wrap and stationery. They are from Bedford and
have never been to the fair before; they found out about the fair on a website
called ‘stallfinder bedfordshire’. Linda also had a car in the classic cars, which
was also why she was there. She thought that everything at the fair was well
organised. Then, I interviewed Sue Guess who had a stall for The Lemon Tree.
She was selling things like lanterns and wind chimes. From Luton, Sue has sold
at the fair three times before. She was invited by Kim Lee-Tyler to come back,
and she did. She liked the community spirit of the fair. After that I went and
interviewed MAPTA (Meppershall Academy PTA) who were raising money for
the school with a high/low card game like play your cards right. The
Meppershall School has always been to the fair. They like that there is
something for everyone at the fair, range of stalls and the fact that it is local
fundraising.
I (Lucy) liked the variety of stalls and also the flypast display which was
spectacular. I can’t think of anything that I would like to see next year that
wasn’t there this year, but I am sure the committee will wow us once again. It
would be even better if we can get more people to come along and enjoy the
day! I think that we can all agree it was a very enjoyable day.
Bedford Model Engineering Society Summerfield Miniature Railway
Off the A600 just past Haynes Turn
Public Running Days in 2015 from 11 am to 4 pm.
AUGUST

Wednesday 5th

OCTOBER

Sunday 11th

Wednesday 12th

NOVEMBER

Sunday 1st

Wednesday 19th

DECEMBER

Saturday & Sunday
5th & 6th : Santa
Specials – booking
essential; forms
available in
September

Sunday 30th
Bank Holiday
Monday 31st
SEPTEMBER

Sunday 6th
Sunday 27th
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JOIN THE BIKE AND HIKE IN 2015!
Saturday 12th September
Each year Meppershall enters a team for the
Beds & Herts ‘Bike and Hike’ – will you join us?
On bikes or in walking shoes, each participant raises sponsorship based on the
number of churches visited throughout the day. Almost every church in
Bedfordshire and Hertfordshire is open to sign your form and (often) to give
you a drink! It’s a beautiful way to see more of our local region and loose
yourself in the great outdoors - all for a very worthy cause.

Beds & Herts Historic Churches Trust raises and manages money to help with
the repair and restoration of churches and chapels across Bedfordshire and
Hertfordshire – for more information go to www.bedshertshct.org.uk.
Walk to one or two neighbouring villages or spend the day covering the
counties, individually or in teams – it’s up to you, and it is a great day out for
all ages. For information:

Call James on 857836
Email: meppershall.pcc@gmail.com
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WHY WILLS AND POWER OF ATTORNEY MATTER

Paul Savuto

In 2014, approximately 60% of people who died in the UK did not write a will –
meaning that they had no control over how their assets were distributed.
Many people mistakenly believe that their relatives can distribute their assets
as they think fit. However, without a will in place, the estate is distributed
according to the laws of intestacy. These strict laws determine who gets what,
and don’t take account of family wishes.
So making a will, (or reviewing an existing will made a while ago) should really
be at the top of everyone’s agenda to protect their family’s interests.
PLANNING AHEAD
By 2025, the Alzheimer’s Society predicts that more than one million people in
the UK will suffer from dementia. The advice from charities caring for the
elderly is that everyone should plan ahead to a time when they might not be in
a position to handle their financial affairs.
A Lasting Power of Attorney (LPA) is designed to protect you in the event that,
whilst still alive, you lose the ability to make financial or care decisions on your
own behalf. Making an LPA allows you to choose someone you know and trust
to make important decisions on your behalf, should you be unable or not wish
to do so.
Most people don’t think about putting an LPA in place because they
automatically assume their loved ones could step in. However, if you lose
mental capacity and haven’t made an LPA, a family member would have to
apply to The Court of Protection to be appointed as your Deputy.
The role of Deputy provides reduced powers and an annual fee is payable. If an
acceptable Deputy can’t be found, the local authority is appointed. They will be
given access to your financial affairs and be able to decide where you live and
what care you receive.
Preparing a will and Lasting Power of Attorney isn’t a daunting task; in reality
it’s a straightforward process.
CRITICAL ILLNESS CAN STRIKE AT ANYTIME
Vitally important though it is to have ample protection for your family in the
statistically unlikely but always possible event of premature death, life cover
alone is not a complete financial shield. A serious illness could, for instance,
leave you unable to continue earning a living for a while, or even permanently.
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How worried should you be? Cancer Research UK says somebody is diagnosed
with one of over 200 types of cancer every two minutes, adding that 1 in 2
people born here since 1960 will have a cancer diagnosis sometime. Risk
increases with age, but even so figures show that 1 in 35 men and 1 in 20
women will develop cancer by age 50. Breast, lung, prostate and bowel cancer
are the most prevalent.
HEART ATTACK OR STROKE
According to the British Heart Foundation, 175,000 heart attacks occur each
year in the UK; that is roughly one every three minutes. Many patients survive,
but may require surgery and significant absence from work, at risk of
permanently reduced income. Stroke is yet another serious health risk, with
about 152,000 a year, or one every 3½ minutes – Stroke Association data. A
severe stroke, if not fatal, may damage mental and physical ability.
You can gain protection from the financial consequences by taking out critical
illness cover. This addresses a specified range of illnesses and degrees of
severity. In 2014, the Association of British Insurers launched a new Statement
of Best Practice for critical illness cover, which insurers are adopting this year.
It aims to make cover clear and consistent by use of standard generic terms, a
common format for describing cover and model wordings for critical illnesses
and exclusions.
MULTI-BENEFIT SOLUTION
For many families, the most effective and economical way to provide the
widest possible protection is the multi-benefit policy. This can bring together
not only life insurance and critical illness cover but also income protection.
With this combination, subject to acceptance and to meeting claims criteria,
you will also be covered for loss of income through events such as accident or
involuntary unemployment.
To receive further information on the above areas please do not hesitate to
contact me or if you wish to have a free financial health check, worth over
£1,500, please call me to arrange an appointment.
Paul Savuto (Meppershall based) DGS Chartered Financial Planners on 07834
499595 or email ps@dgsifa.com
It is important to take professional advice before making any decision relating to your
personal finances. Information above is based on our current understanding of taxation and
can be subject to change in future. It does not provide individual tailored investment advice
and is for guidance only. Some rules may vary in different parts of the UK; please ask for
details. We cannot assume legal liability for any errors or omissions it might contain. Levels
and bases of, and reliefs from taxation are those currently applying or proposed and are
subject to change; their value depends on the individual circumstances of the investor.
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS

August 2015
Saturday 1st
Karen’s Karaoke
Thursday 6th
Evergreens
Sunday August 9th
Second Sunday Stroll
Thursday 13th
GNOMES Coffee morning
10-13th August
SPARKS
Saturday 15th
Churchyard clear-up
Meppershall Players –
A Celebration of VJ Day
Sunday 23rd
St Mary’s Meppershall Gift Day
Tuesday 25th
Pre-School Clean Up

8:00pm

Village Hall

2:15 – 4:00pm

Sugar Loaf

10:30 – 12:30pm

St Mary’s Church gate

10:45 – 11:45am

Meppershall Care Home

10:00 – 2:00pm

St Marys

9:00am onwards
6:00 – 11.30 pm

St Mary’s churchyard
Social Club/Village Hall

1-4pm

St Mary’s

10:00am-4:00pm

Village Hall

2:15 – 4:00pm

Sugar Loaf

1:30pm

Village Hall

10:45 – 11:45am

Meppershall Care Home

TBA

Call James on 857836

September 2015
Thursday 3rd
Evergreens
Tuesday 8th
Meppershall Tots re-opens
Thursday 10th
GNOMES Coffee morning
Saturday 12th
Bike and Hike & Sunday Stroll
Sunday 13th
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MEPPERSHALL SOCIAL CLUB

Aug-Sept 2015

Hello, unfortunately our BBQ event for July was cancelled for reasons beyond
our control; our apologies to those that were interested.
Our Abba night was absolutely fabulous; a great band I would highly
recommend, enjoyed by over 50 people. If Abba wasn't your thing then please
do tell us what is.
We have a fantastic event for all to enjoy on Saturday 15th August, called "A
celebration of VJ day". It is a variety show celebrating the end of WW2, and
will include lots of song, laughter & flag-waving, it will be a street party setting
and is kindly being performed for us by the fantastic Meppershall Players. This
event is completely different to their show that took place in May. It is 70 years
since the end of WW2 and we probably all know someone that was in that
war, so what a more fitting way to show support to those that gave us what
our country is today. Tickets for this amazing show are available now at the
social club or via my email below priced at £10 non-members & £7 members,
this price includes supper, limited availability so please book early. ADVANCE
SALES ONLY, to enable us to cater correctly.
Did anyone enjoy the Alabama Hayriders at the village fair? They will be
appearing at the social club in October.
The next karaoke will take place on August 5th, 8pm, all welcome, FREE. There
is no quiz night until September.
If you haven't done so already, we are still accepting donations however small
for our charity bottle (St John's Hospice Moggerhanger & the British Heart
Foundation) we have just under £100 left to raise to replace what was stolen,
grateful thanks to those that already have.
Finally, do please check the notice boards in & around the village hall to see
what is going on, your support is paramount for us to continue to provide
entertainment.
Enjoy your summer
Sharon1805@hotmail.co.uk
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PUZZLE PAGE

3
6
5

9
1
3

4

2
9 3

2
7 6
2 8 5 6

2 5 9
8 3 4
4
Su Doku 1420
The objective is to fill a 9×9 grid with digits so that each column, each row, and
each of the nine 3×3 sub-grids that compose the grid contains all of the digits
from 1 to 9

Thanks to Paul Smith for the puzzle
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FILM REVIEW

By Carlie Newman

We are in 1947 in MR HOLMES (cert. PG 1 hr. 44 mins.) and Sherlock Holmes (Ian McKellen)
is now in retirement in Surrey, helped by his housekeeper Mrs Munro (Laura Linney). He
retired thirty years before after he felt that he had failed in his last case.
Now 93, he is rather grumpy and not a very happy man. His former colleagues - Dr Watson,
Mrs Hudson - have died and Sherlock feels even more alone. His main joy is beekeeping
which also interests the widowed Mrs Munro's young son, Roger (Milo Parker). He
recognises that Roger is very bright and, in his direct manner, tells Mrs Munro, "Exceptional
children are often the product of unremarkable parents." Holmes ponders on his last case
remembering Ann Kilmot and her husband's instruction to follow her to see what she is up
to. Through his detective work Holmes manages to work out that although Ann seems to be
plotting to kill her husband in fact she intends to kill herself. The rest of Ann's story is harder
to discover and it is that which makes Holmes admit failure. He does not agree with
Watson's written story in which
Sherlock becomes the hero of this
particular case.
At the beginning of the movie
Sherlock has just come back from a
trip to Japan where his host
Umezaki Tamiki (Hiroyuki Sanada)
tells him that he believes Holmes
was involved in the disappearance
of his father in England. This is yet
another mystery for Sherlock to solve as his formerly strong memory has deteriorated and
he can't even remember meeting Umezaki's father.
There are a number of well-known actors in small parts in the film - including Roger Allam as
Sherlock's doctor, Frances de la Tour as a kind of mystic who mentors Ann Kilmot, Phil
Daniels as a police inspector and Hattie Moran as Ann.
Laura Linney manages an impeccable English accent and, as usual, gives a most sensitive
performance. The boy, Milo Parker, is just right as young Roger and he and McKellen work
very well together. Of course the film belongs to
McKellen who embodies the ageing detective in a realistic manner. In fact he plays two
different ages - younger Sherlock in the scenes showing his interaction with Ann and the
present day 93-year-old. This is a gentle character driven movie, well directed by Bill
Condon, about the older and then very old Sherlock Holmes. It has a lot to say about ageing
and nearing the end of life and also about love - the love of Mrs Munro for her son and her
memories of a loving relationship with her husband and now being without him and the
deep affection of Sherlock for young Roger.
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What'sit?
Solution to What’sit No. 12
Lantern-style light
illuminating a footpath at
St. Mary’s church
Meppershall

Now where is What’sit No.13?...
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THE MEPPERSHALL GARDEN CLUB
(MGC)

Beautiful sunny weather, wonderful gardens, delicious food
and the company of good friends sums up the Gardening
Club’s annual garden safari and evening social which was
held in June. Amazingly, the gardens we visited were all
quite different but one thing they all had in common was
that they were awash with vibrant colour and heavenly
scents.
A brand new garden, only completed that week, was one of
the highlights of the day. Shaped island borders, which
overflowed with flowering perennials and shrubs, were
surrounded by rose-coloured gravel and looked absolutely
stunning. Although not a very large garden, it also had a
newly laid patio area, pergola with seating beneath, a green
house, raised beds for vegetables and a herb bed!

Linda Parker 01462 815114
Sarah Till
01462 817176
Kim Lee Tyler 01462 811750
Email address:
meppershallgardenclub
@hotmail.co.uk

As well as our old favourites we were also lucky enough to
visit another garden which was new to us. Completed
about a year ago it was already looking wonderfully mature
with fruit trees, raised vegetable beds and a green house.
The large patio area looked down over a semi-circular lawn
surrounded by contrasting shrubs and flowers and then
over open countryside to beautiful distant views.
To complete such a perfect day we enjoyed a marvellous
selection of culinary delights on what must have been one
of the warmest evenings so far this year.
If you would like to find out more about joining Meppershall
Garden Club contact details are shown opposite.
Sarah Till
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NOTICE BOARD
PLEASE LOOK AFTER THIS BEAR
This bear is from Hamleys rather than Darkest Peru, and was found sitting
stoically on a chair at the Village Forum stand when the Meppershall Village
Fair was cleared up. He had his provisions with him, not marmalade
sandwiches but a bag of biscuits labelled "wheat-free turkey"; he also sported
a tombola ticket which might suggest that he had been won on the Brownies'
stall opposite to where he was found. Will anyone wishing to reunite this bear
with his new family please call 01462 815114. Please note that Teddy has only
borrowed the blue chequered sun hat - found separately and waiting to be
claimed by the child who originally wore it.
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Advertisement

Clerk to the Governing Body
The Governing Body of Meppershall CE Academy are looking
to appoint an experienced, organised clerk with a
professional manner and effective communication skills to
support its work.
The post involves attendance and minute taking at
governors’ meetings, the preparation and electronic
distribution of agenda’s, minutes and correspondence for all
meetings, as well as supporting the overall efficient working
of the Governing Body.
Flexible hours are required to fit in with the cycle of governor
business during the year and will include evening meetings.
Remuneration will be £80 per committee meeting, 2 / 3 per
term and £100 per main governing body meeting, 1 per term.
This pay covers time spent meeting the requirements overall
that the post requires.
For further details and an application pack, please contact
the school office via e mail. Please return your application
via e-mail or post to Office Manager, Meppershall CE
Academy, 107 High Street, Meppershall, Beds, SG17 5LZ.
This post is subject to a DBS enhanced clearance.
Meppershall CE Academy is committed to safeguarding
children and to supporting the professional development of
colleagues.
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Lewis' Further Adventures
Preparations for return to the UK
At last came the welcome news that we were to be relieved by 12 Regt; the first
elements would be moving out to Seletar in ten days’ time. There was a heck of a
lot to be done to ensure that all the equipment was in top order ready for
handover. With the exception of the 4/7 early warning radar, which still had the
reliable old Matador ticking over alongside it feeding compressed air into the
drying towers, all the Battery equipment was in pretty good shape.
There was no equipment to be airlifted in, only personnel, and the Argosy aircraft
staged overnight giving me sufficient time to hand over the vehicles and
workshop test equipment to our opposite numbers. My fellow AQMS, Twink
Brown and I, split the schedules between us and we rattled through them quite
rapidly. The next morning there were tearful goodbyes to our Mamasan and
daughter Alice, but we had had a whip round and we were able to present them
with a sizeable sum by way of thanks for all they had done for us.
Early next morning we boarded the aircraft and were soon airborne for the one
hour flight to Singapore; we off-loaded at Changi and were soon on our way to
Seletar. We were again accommodated in the mess and little had changed, but
this time we were handed our marching orders for the flight back to Germany the
next morning. Outside the main gate to Seletar there was a small village of local
shops which I remembered from my first tour in the mid-fifties. Twink and I made
our way there and found the tailor who had served my family previously; lots of
hand shaking and two rattan chairs quickly appeared, followed by ice-cold Tiger
beer – heaven! I explained that we were flying out the next day, but we wanted
some Thai silk material to make up into dresses for our beloved. Within minutes
there were bolts of material all over the shop in a bewildering array of colours,
and after much discussion and more beers we settled on two particular colours.
We explained that Twink's wife was a seamstress and dressmaker and would
make up the dresses: the shop owner was rather distressed- he wanted to work
all night to make them up, but we had to decline. Returning to the Mess we
carefully packed away the material and all was set for the off the next morning. At
05.00 we had breakfast in the mess, picked up two of our Sergeants who were
flying with us and off we trundled to Changi. Documentation was minimal and
quite quickly we were boarding the Brittannia for the return flight, Bankock,
Calcutta, Bombay, Kuwait, Beirut, and as we were lightly loaded straight over to
Dusseldorf. A coach awaited and in a very short time we were back in Hubbelrath.
Twink and I were the last to be dropped off, we both lived in the same cul de sac.
The jungle drums had been beating and our two families were gathered outside
the houses, our poodle Manny was turning circles and when I called his name he
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shot down the pavement and leaped into my arms, closely followed by the
children. We all retired to our houses and having satisfied the children's demands,
Fran and I had our first real close up embrace in over a year! The quarters patch
was very quiet that evening, every family enjoying their individual reunions. I had
presents for each of the children and Lesley, little madam, took charge and sorted
them all out. Fran was delighted with her dress material but had great difficulty
keeping it out of Lesley's hands.
We were awarded two weeks leave and I already knew that my next posting was
to the Royal Radar Establishment at Malvern, however the immediate thing was a
set of wheels. I recovered the proceeds from the sale of my BMW from my
German friend in Herford and over the British Forces Network I learnt of a three
year old Vauxhall Velox which had dropped a big end bearing and also had a rust
problem and was therefore going cheaply at DM. 100: at DM12 to the £1 Sterling
this was a good buy. It was located at Rheindahlen, so I galloped over and struck a
deal for cash subject to the car being delivered to my Workshops in Hubbelrath. It
was there the next day. The Regiment was off at firing camp at Todendorf on the
Baltic, which left me with the workshop to myself with everything I required to
put the Vauxhall back on the road. The engine was dropped out, turned upside
down and the crankshaft removed. After a couple of phone calls it was picked up
by a local company with the promise of a four day turnaround. I then stripped the
rusted body sections from the car, as it was similar to the Opel, replacement parts
were not a problem, they just had to be welded in: two days and nights labour of
love and a previously rusting vehicle was ready for spraying. In the paint store
there just happened to be a few gallons of primer undercoat and green finishing
cellulose used for staff cars, so after three more days of spraying and buffing the
engine was refitted: the workshop overhead power crane was invaluable. A new
exhaust system was fitted and a trial run confirmed that the family had a reliable
set of wheels to accommodate us all. Unfortunately our poor old poodle was
nearly blind and we were advised that he would not survive quarantine; however
a local German family adored him and took him under their wing. The day before
the Regiment returned from Firing Camp we bade farewell to Hubbelrath in the
early morning and turned westwards over Venlo, Brussels and Ostend to arrive in
Dover in the late afternoon. We headed for the family home in Stroud, ready for
the next chapter to be revealed.
AQMS W.O. 2 Lewis Birt. R.E.M.E.
To be continued.
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Ponderings
Reflecting over a very busy year, we have fitted in so many wonderful
activities. The children particularly enjoyed the visit from ‘Ark Farm’ stroking all
the animals especially two little piglets, and their mini sports day which this
year we held in a parent’s garden, and trips to the lower school, park or our
very own ‘Mini Diggers’ allotment. Thank you to everyone who made these
visits or events possible.
I would also like to thank the pre-school committee and fundraising team for
all their hard work this year. They had a fantastic time at the Meppershall
Summer Fair and raised plenty of funds too! Well done to all the parents and
children who got a certificate at the bake off, and all the pre-school dad’s who
held on to the tug of war trophy! Thank you to ‘Marcia’s Homemade Jams and
Chutneys’ for all your delicious cakes throughout this year too.
Our incredible staff team have also worked extremely hard this year to ensure
all our children feel settled and have enjoyed learning, and making new
friends. This summer we had 43 children on role, and 12 staff members to
offer the highest level of care they each deserve. We said thank you and
goodbye to two relief assistants Laura and Gareth at the end of term. Good
luck in your future endeavours!
We spent the last few weeks of term having lots of fun practicing for the end of
term show ‘Room on the Broom’. I am a cat as lean as can be, is there room on
the broom for a cat like me? Yes, yes, yes. I am a dog as keen as can be, is
there room on the broom for a dog like me? Yes, yes, yes. Rhyming is a
wonderful way of encouraging children to learn new words and sounds ready
for reading. Well done to all the children who put on a wonderful show and
made us all tearful.
Goodbye and good luck to our children starting big school, we will miss you!
We look forward to seeing the rest of you, and welcoming any new children on
board in September with lots of exciting activities planned for the year ahead.
Have an amazing summer everyone.
Meppershall Pre-school is a thriving village Pre-school with its very own ‘Mini Diggers’ allotment. We
take up to 24 children in each session from in and around the surrounding areas. Priority is given to
funded children, and we have limited spaces for two year olds.
Please ring Tamsin on 07816 357159, email info@meppershall-ps.co.uk, or visit www.meppershallps.co.uk to find out more about the Early Years Foundation Stage and exceptional care we offer.
Ofsted Registration Number: 219293

Registered Charity: 1031913
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+
Parents, Grandparents, & Childminders are all
welcome!
Hayley and Angela have the pleasure in announcing that Meppershall Tots
WILL re-open its doors on Tuesday September 8th at 1.30pm! Amanda, mum of
Bob and Wendy, grandmother to Otis are stepping in to ensure the survival of
the group from September 2015. Thank you Amanda and Wendy.
However, whilst the continuation of the group is being ensured the new
committee would benefit from having extra members. The existing committee
know only too well that with more helpers the group can run more effectively
and there is less likely a need to cancel sessions due to ill health of a
committee member or their family if there are more than 2 members running
the show. Therefore we are still appealing to you and if you can assist in any
way please speak to Amanda or Wendy at one of the sessions (though sooner
rather than later please).
On a positive note, Meppershall Tots are being awarded with a kind donation
from the Meppershall Festival and as a result will be able to buy some new
toys from our wish list such as the Happyland Pirate Ship and Fairy Boot House.
Our thanks go to Colette House and Carolyn Holmes for considering
Meppershall Tots as being one of the recipients of the festival’s proceeds.
We hope everyone is enjoying their summer break so far and we look forward
to seeing you (old faces and new) in September!

Come and join the fun at Meppershall village hall,
every Tuesday in term time from 1:30 till 3pm.
FIRST VISIT FREE - MAX ENTRY £2 (exc. parties)
Craft, drink & healthy snack included each week
Look for Meppershall Tots on Facebook, or email meppershalltots@hotmail.co.uk

Until handover to the new team has happened please ring Hayley on
07749 970742 for more information.
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SIGNIFICANT EVENTS
Birthdays in August:
David Drummond will be 91 on the 3rd
Ida Taylor will be 97 on the 14th
Congratulations to both of the above.
If you know of a significant event in the village, please let the Editor know: we
are looking for things to celebrate! 80th, 90th, and 100th birthdays we mark with
the presentation of a cake from The Messenger.
We would also love to hear about big anniversaries or any other cause to
celebrate.

PUZZLE SOLUTION
Solution to Su Doku 1420
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A very happy birthday to those of you
celebrating birthdays in August…
Thomas Clark who will be 13 on the 8th
Jessica Myers who will be 9 on the 11th
Harry Bavister(Grandpa’s mate) who will be 5 on the 12th
George Lumbis who will be 7 on the 14th
Lucy Standbridge who will be 14 on the 14th
Billy Gower who will be 14 on the 15th
Manishka Hart who will be 15 on the 21st
Noah Flint who will be 9 on the 22nd
Georgia Thomason who will be 14 on the 23rd
Toby Standbridge who will be 11 on the 23rd
Archie Zimmerman who will be 11 on the 23rd
Lucy Edwards who will be 15 on the 24th
Kate Chappell who will be 15 on the 25th
Max Chappell who will be 15 on the 25th
Chloe Bryant who will be 8 on the 28th

…and September
Niamh Maxwell who will be 15 on the 11th
Ethan Browning who will be 7 on the 15th
Jack Gregg who will be 14 on the 17th
Leah Metcalfe who will be 10 on the 19th
Thomas Cordes who will be 8 on the 21st
Liam Sturgeon who will be 13 on the 22nd
Lewis Bridger who will be 13 on the 24th
Marc Neilson who will be 15 on the 27th
If you are under 16 and would like your name added to
the birthday page, please call Louise Hutson on 814148
or email at louhuts@gmail.com
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Parish Church of St Mary The Virgin (Church of England)
Church Road, off Campton Road, Meppershall
www.stmarysmeppershall.org.uk  facebook.com/stmarysmeppershall

Rector: The Reverend Veronica Goodman
01462 339962 – ronigoodman@gmail.com – usual day off Monday
Churchwardens:
Dawn Abbatt 01462 816962
James Read 01462 857836 Email: Meppershall.PCC@gmail.com
PCC Secretary:
Anne Parsons 01462 813333 Email: annie10639@gmail.com
Things to Watch Out For…
SPARKS – 10-13th August – volunteers needed! Call Dawn on 816962.
St Mary’s Meppershall Gift Day – 23rd August, 1-4pm – refreshments,
competitions, displays and the legendary Teddy Bear Abseiling from the tower!
Bike and Hike – 12th September – the county-wide trekking and pedalling
fundraising festival in aid of our county’s historic church buildings – see
separate notice, or www.bedshertshct.org.uk or call James on 836857.
Harvest Festival – 4th October – special activities in church to give thanks for
our blessings and bounties, and to remember other people in need.
A Message from St Mary’s…
We are about to enter the ‘lazy hazy days’ of Summer and holiday time is here.
However I’m not sure lazy will be the right description of St Mary’s over the
Summer.
First, there will be SPARKS of course, when we hope the Church will be filled
and surrounded by busy fun and laughter and people, of all ages - young
people and helpers, having an amazing time. And there’s still time to register
your child/grandchild. Please contact Dawn on 01462 816962.
Sunday 16th August will be a SPARKS service - come to see and enjoy some of
the holiday club madness in the context of worship with a bit of a difference.
Also please put the church Gift Day on 23rd August in your diary. We hope to
have a fun afternoon in the sunshine? There will be the legendary Teddy Bear
Abseiling from the church tower, plus refreshments, competitions, a display of
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children’s work and more. I really hope that it will be a fine and a fun
afternoon for all.
For those who like working outdoors, the next Churchyard clear-up is on 15th
August, from 9am. I would like to thank all those who come and lend a hand on
clear- up days. Lunch is provided, and you can come for an hour or two, or all
day if you are able! I am so grateful also to those who care for the churchyard
on a regular basis. It is lovely that St Mary’s Churchyard is enjoyed by so many
as a beautiful place of memory, reflection and peace.
Please do use this as an opportunity to check the Churchyard Regulations as
you care for your loved one’s grave. In particular - please don’t plant even
miniature trees and shrubs; glass vases and pebbles are also not allowed as
they present a hazard especially to mowers. If in doubt please ask or check out
the churchyard page at www.stmarysmeppershall.org.uk or Churchyard
Regulations 2004.
You might also be pleased to know that although the processes behind getting
the work on the Church done are somewhat long and convoluted, things are
happening behind the scenes. The schedule of works has now been approved
by the Diocesan Advisory Committee - and we are now in the phase of applying
for a faculty - permission to carry out the work while seeking funding from
grant awarding bodies (a slightly circular process!) There is some money in the
‘pot’ already due to the hard work and generosity of the people of
Meppershall - especially the Friends of St Mary’s - but more will be needed if
the necessary works are to be completed.
On a personal note, Andrew and I are very sad to
say goodbye to Finnbar, our Wheaten Terrier. He
was named after St Finnbar who was known to be
“a soul friend”, and our Finn truly was also. I
don’t want to open a great theological debate
here, but we do hope to see him again one day…
With best wishes, Rector Roni.
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Services and Events – August 2015 At St Mary’s unless stated below
Date
Sunday 2nd Aug
9th after Trinity

Time
11.00am
11.00am
10.45am
10.00am
8.30am

Weds 5th Aug
Sun 9th Aug
10th after Trinity
Mon-Thurs 10th – 10am-2pm
13th August
Daily

Tuesday 11th Aug
Friday 14th Aug

2-4pm
9.009.30pm

Saturday 15th Aug 9am
onwards

Sunday 16th Aug
11th after Trinity
Weds 19th Aug
Sat 22nd Aug
Sun 23rd Aug
12th after Trinity
Weds 26th Aug
Sun 30th Aug
13th after Trinity

8.30am
11.00am
10.00am
9.009.30am
11.00am
1-4pm
10.00am
10.00am

Service / Event
Parish Communion
Junior Church at the School
TeenTableTalk at the Rectory
Holy Communion
Holy Communion
SPARKS set up day – all help appreciated!
SPARKS 2015!
“Superheroes” – join the renowned Christian
holiday club – attracting almost 100
participants in recent years – ages 5-12. Call
Dawn 816962.
Online at: bit.ly/sparks2015
Rectory Tea – chat and a cuppa – all welcome
Silent Together – join friends to sit for a few
minutes to enjoy the tranquillity of the
church
Churchyard Working Party – enjoy a day
tidying and trimming, keeping our historic
grounds in good shape - lunch provided –
starts 9am, come anytime - bring rakes,
gloves, brooms, clippers.
Holy Communion
All Age Family Service – SPARKS celebration
Holy Communion
Celtic Morning Prayer
Parish Communion
Annual Gift Day – come and join in the fun to
celebrate our very special church.
Holy Communion
United Benefice Service at St Michael’s
Shefford – breakfast served from 9am!
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Services and Events – September 2015 At St Mary’s unless stated below
Date
Weds 2nd Sept
Sunday 6th Sept
14th after Trinity
Tuesday 8th Sept
Weds 9th Sept
Friday 11th Sept

Time
10.00am
11.00am
11.00am
10.45am
2-4pm
10.00am
9.009.30pm

Service / Event
Holy Communion
Parish Communion
Junior Church at the School
TeenTableTalk at the Rectory
Rectory Tea – chat and a cuppa – all welcome
Holy Communion
Silent Together – join friends to sit for a few
minutes to enjoy the tranquillity of the
church
BIKE & HIKE – the annual sponsored cycling
and walking event, supporting Beds & Herts
Historic Churches Trust. Join in and plan your
route between churches anywhere in the two
counties. More info from James – 857836.
Holy Communion
Looking for the Second Sunday Stroll?
Join Meppershall’s Bike & Hike Team on
Saturday 12th instead! See above.
Holy Communion
Holy Communion
All Age Family Service
Rectory Tea – chat, cuppa and today’s theme:
“Getting Serious.” All welcome!
Holy Communion

Sat 12th Sept

All Day

Sun 13th Sept
15th after Trinity

8.30am
10.30am

Weds 16th Sept
Sunday 20th Sept
16th after Trinity
Tuesday 22nd
Sept
Weds 23rd Sept

10.00am
8.30am
11.00am
2-4pm

Sat 26th Sept

9.009.30am
11.00am

Celtic Morning Prayer

10.00am
11.00am
11.00am
10.45am

Holy Communion
Parish Communion and Harvest Service
Junior Church at the School
TeenTableTalk at the Rectory

Sun 27th Sept
17th after Trinity
Weds 30th Sept
Sun 4th Oct
18th after Trinity
Harvest Festival

10.00am

Parish Communion
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FLAPJACKS

AUG-SEPT 2015

100g (4os) butter.
75g (3oz) golden syrup
75g (3oz) soft brown sugar.
225g (8oz) rolled oats.
METHOD
1) Put butter, syrup into a saucepan and stand
over low heat until melted.
2) Stir in oats and mix well.
3) Spread into a greased 20.5 x 30.5cm (8 x 12
inch) Swiss roll tin, and smooth top with a
knife.
4) Bake at 180°C (350°F) Mark 4 for 30 minutes.
5) Leave in tin for 5 minutes, then cut into 24
fingers.
6) Remove from tin when cold.
7) Store in an airtight container.
Recipes are kindly supplied each month by Brenda Putwain.
Benda would welcome feedback from readers on her recipes.
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THE MEPPERSHALL MESSENGER
CONTRIBUTIONS
The Editor welcomes contributions to the Messenger, whether as letters, articles or notices.
Contributions should preferably be as attachments to e-mail but hand written contributions
may be sent by post, left at the Editor’s address below or in the folder kept at the Village
Stores. Contributions should run to not more than one A5 page (except by prior
arrangement) and should be received by the Editor not later than the 12 th of the month for
publication at the end of that month. Contributions received after the deadline may be
held over.
DISCLAIMER
The Editor reserves the right to omit or alter any advertisement or article and to change the
content, format or issue date of the magazine without prior notice. The Editor cannot be
held responsible for the factual correctness of, or for any libellous comment or statement
made in any advertisement, article or other contribution published in this magazine. Every
effort will be made to avoid any deliberate attempt to mislead or otherwise cause harm or
damage to any person or persons by any advertisement, article or any other contribution
published in this magazine.
THE TEAM
Editor

Mike McConnell

Assistant Editor

David Turner

Advertising and
Distribution
Production Coordination
Treasurer

Colette House
Enid Pamment
John Thompson

2a Gregory Close
Email: mike.mcconnell@virgin.net
2 Campton Road
Email: davidturner25@hotmail.com
90 Fildyke Road
Email: colettehouse@gmail.com
112 High Street
Email: enid.pamment@gmail.com
16 Brookmead
Email: jthompson244@btinternet.com

811814
813613
815585
851397
812983

Collating Dates for your Diaries
August
September
October
November
December

2015
None
28
26
30
None

Double

January
February
March
April
May

2016
25
29
29
25
31

(Tuesday)
(Tuesday)

Please note that dates in the above table indicate the month in which the
collating will take place, at 2.30 pm in the Sugar Loaf. The issue being
collated will relate to the following month.

