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Editorial Mike McConnell 

Welcome to your March Messenger! 

This month marks a year since I was recruited to the 
Messenger.  Last March was the month when my long-
running predecessor, Dick Bulley, wrote his final editorial.  
As such, it seems a good time to take stock of what has 
happened to the magazine over the year and try to look 
forward and imagine how things will look next year. 

If you think back to last Spring’s 
edition, you will likely remember a 
number of contributors that we have 
lost.  These include ‘Your Shout’,  
‘The Beer Review’, ‘The Classic 
Combustion Shed’ and ‘The Recipe’.  
As a result, your Messenger has 
become slimmer over the period.  
Like Spring Watch’s Chris Packham, I 
like to show a chart, so the one on 
the right shows how number of pages 
in the Messenger has varied over the 
period.  

Your editors, David Turner and I, have talked about this phenomenon and have 
come to the conclusion that it is nothing to be concerned about.  We do not 
have any fixed view about how large the magazine should be.  What is 
important, from our viewpoint, is that it continues to offer a forum to the 
people of Meppershall, their clubs and institutions.  Continuity is important, 
we believe. 

You may have noticed the format changes we have instituted to make the 
magazine more manageable on the village website (which has over 12 years’ 
worth of past copies).  Thanks to the efforts of the webmaster, the Messenger 
can offer an additional service to our advertisers, making their adverts on the 
village website serve as links to their homepages. 

While these improvements are useful, we will continue to provide the printed 
paper magazine that pops through our doors every month, free of charge.  If 
you have something to say, write to me from the website, or leave the copy in 
the folder at the post office.  Anyone who recently wrote to the website, 
please write again, as for technical reasons I do not have your contact details 
and thus can’t reply.  
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Readers’ Letters 

Dear Editor, 
 
I am writing with regard to Jamie’s letter in last month’s edition of the 
Messenger expressing concerns about the traffic congestion in the village, 
particularly outside the village shop.   
 
I have worked in the shop for the last 15 years and have seen a noticeable 
increase in traffic problems along that stretch of the High Street.  However, 
this is not an isolated case.  The roads throughout the village are becoming a 
serious problem and with the proposed new developments (not just the 
development of 78 houses behind the Village Hall but other large 
developments which will most likely take place now the floodgates have been 
opened) this situation is only going to get worse. 
 
I have raised my concerns at Parish Council meetings on numerous occasions.  I 
have been told that we are a “big village” and therefore development is 
inevitable.  We may well be a “big village”, but we don’t have “big village” 
roads or pavements to support more development.  It was, however, 
acknowledged by the Parish Council that this was a problem but one which did 
not have an obvious solution.  I was also told that “until there is a serious 
accident, then nothing could be done”!  I was also given the suggestion that 
people would find another way out of the village – if the High Street was 
blocked, they would automatically find an alternative route!  What a ridiculous 
suggestion!  I’ve lived in Meppershall 23 years and believe I know all the roads 
leading to and out of the village.  I live on the High Street – there is no 
alternative route, unless a new road is built to alleviate the congestion along 
the High Street/Shefford Road, which is what I suggest the developers, 
planners, Parish Council and Central Beds Highways should be looking into.  
You can’t keep building houses and putting more cars on the roads when the 
existing infrastructure cannot cope with what its got already.  I’m no expert, 
just using my common sense.  If the suggestion of a new road in the village is 
opposed or viewed as a ridiculous solution, so should new developments of 
large estates of houses! 
 
I’ll be copying this letter to the Highways Department, in the vain hope that 
someone will take note and do something about it before there is a serious 
accident, rather than after! 
 
Linda Primett  
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Meppershall Parish Council Report – 8th February 2016 
 

During the informal part of the meeting the Chairman read part of the circular 

from Bedfordshire’s Police & Crime Commissioner regarding the new crime 

prevention operation involving Parish Special Constables and Community 

Watch schemes. Whilst a meeting was held on the 15th February more details 

can be found at pccevents@bedfordshire,pnn.police.uk.  

A representative from the Whitbread Wanderbus thanked the Council for the 

grant agreed in January and reported that the new vehicle should be delivered 

in the near future and that plans for the increased service were well underway 

with a start date in April. 

Reports from the police showed there was only one reported incident since the 

January meeting, and that was of some farm equipment taken from a field off 

Chapel Road.    

Reports  

Planning: 

There were no new planning applications received since the last meeting. The 

pruning schedule for the listed tree in Shefford Road has been approved. 

During the month concern was raised by several Parishioners regarding the 

excavation works in the fields behind Bury Farm; The Clerk wrote to Central 

Beds Planning section asking if the Council had been engaged with any 

discussions regarding this matter. “No discussions have taken place” was CBC 

response. 

Finance: 

The Council agreed a grant to the Village Fair Committee to cover expenditure 

prior to the event. It was also agreed that the Council would continue to obtain 

the external auditors from the Government Agency Scheme. 

Highways: 

No response yet from CBC highways in regards to making the ‘keep clear’ 

marking outside the school enforceable with a 20mph in that vicinity. The 

matter of the signs towards the Church has yet to be raised with the Highway 

department. 

mailto:pccevents@bedfordshire,pnn.police.uk
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Footpath 12, which is slipping into the ditch near where it leaves Fildyke Road, 
will be repaired by Central Beds Rights of Way people when they have the 
funds in the new financial year. 

Environment and Leisure: 

The seats and benches around the village are being checked and an estimate 

obtained to replace the Jubilee seat and to refurbish Archie’s seat. It is hoped 

to have all the work done by early summer. 

Old Road Meadow – the Clerk has agreed with our Contractor the plan for this 

year’s maintenance of the site. 

The Allotment Field – the padlock for the gate is new and has only four digits 

compared to five on the previous lock, so all allotment holders will be 

informed of the new number within the next few weeks. There are some 

allotments available for rent; priority is given to people living in Meppershall 

but they are open to others from the surrounding area. 

The Village Plan is continuing with the third questionnaire being circulated with 

the February edition of the Messenger. 

As an unsatisfactory reply to our request on uncollected council tax had been 

received, the Clerk had to place a further request under the freedom of 

information act. A reply must be received by the next meeting, 

It was reported that work on obtaining some soil samples and survey work 

would be happening on the site of the Croudace development in the near 

future – it may even have happened by the time you read this. 

The next meeting is on Monday 14th March 2016 at 7.45pm in the Village Hall. 

Peter Chapman 

Chairman Meppershall Parish Council – chairman@meppershall.org 

  

mailto:chairman@meppershall.org
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Meppershall Academy – February 2016 Report 

 

We were really proud of our Year 4 children and our Year 3 Choir who 
represented us so well at the O2 Arena on January 26th. This was as part of a 
series of concerts called Young Voices and on the night we performed, there 
were 7490 children singing together. This has involved months of preparation 
and excitement learning songs and dance moves so that we were ready to 
perform with other schools. On the day of the performance we left school at 
11.00am so that we would be in time for a rehearsal in the afternoon. We sang 
with Laura Wright, who may be better known as the soprano who sang “World 
in Union” for the Rugby World Cup and Tom Billington (worth looking at him 
via Google!) The evening concert was amazing and we were well supported by 
parents who came to watch us at the O2. The following is a report by Eilis 
Fleming (Year 4) who wrote a brief report on her experience: 

Introduction 

Hello, welcome to my Young Voices Report. In this report you will find out what Young Voices 

is. I hope you like it. Thanks 

Rehearsal 

We all went to our seats and put our banner up that said “Meppershall CE Academy”. There 

were 7490 children in the O2 arena. It felt amazing and brilliant and terrific and fascinating. 

Concert! 

It is finally time for me to tell you about the concert – yay! The best part for me was the Beat 

Box Collective. My favourite song was all of them – they were all amazing! 

Conclusion 

So I hope you enjoyed my experience of Young Voices. It was so much fun! I would definitely 

recommend it! 

Actually, I think it is almost impossible to put into words how overwhelming and truly 
amazing an experience this was for all of us who went to support the children. The electric 
atmosphere in the arena is one that I will never forget and I was so proud of all of the 
children. A big thank you must go to Mrs Music Allen who organised the trip and rehearsed 
the children. Thank you to the staff who came and made this experience possible and thank 
you for to the parents who came and supported their children in such an amazing event. 
And finally – thank you to the children themselves who behaved beautifully and performed 
with such enthusiasm and were a delight to share this experience with. 
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Village Hall Development Update 

 

 
 

 
 
 

The Parish Council and Trustees of the Village Hall are continuing to 
liaise with Croudace about the proposed development, which is 
about to start the formal process of a planning application. 
 
There will accordingly be a further Public Exhibition of the proposed 
development on 2nd April 2016 and Tuesday 5th April 2016 at the 
Village Hall. 
 

Venue: Main Hall, Meppershall Village Hall, High Street, Meppershall 
SG17 5LS 
Times: Saturday - 10:00am until 2:00 p.m (Drop in). Tuesday - 
3:00pm until 7:00pm (Drop in) 
 
Information from the display at that consultation will also be on the 
village website www.meppershall.org as soon as possible after those 
consultation meetings. 

 

Trustees of Meppershall Village Hall 
  

http://www.meppershall.org/
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Croudace Homes New Village Hall & Housing Development –
February Update 
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Village Plan Review Group – Responses – Keep Them Coming! 

Meppershall Parish Council set up the Village Plan Review Group last year to produce a new 
Village Plan to replace the one issued in 2008.  The purpose of a Village Plan is to find out 
and record what residents would like the Village to be like in 10 – 15 years’ time.  The 
output from the review will be that information: it is not the task of the Review Group to 
make changes, or even to see that anyone else makes changes.  Where change is identified 
as desirable, it will be for others to bring it about: ‘others’ in this context may include the 
Unitary and Parish Councils; any of the many existing groups in the village; new groups 
formed for the purpose; and individuals.  

So far we have issued 4 questionnaires, covering the topics of Communication; Community 

and Engagement; Social & Recreation and Countryside and Environment – the latter is going 

out with the current issue of The Messenger.  Some of our questions have been quite 

searching, and we would like to thank all those who have made the time and effort to give 

us a reply, whether on paper or electronically.  Thanks also to The Messenger distribution 

team for delivering the paper forms. 

A new, dedicated Village Forum website will become available in March. This will be where 

we first publish summaries of our survey findings. We will also be relaunching our Facebook 

page in March and will then use it, together with our Twitter page to highlight important 

information for residents. Accompanying the April Messenger will be our 5th questionnaire: 

that one will be about Transport and Highways.  These topics were not in our original plan 

but we have included them because it became obvious that they were issues about which 

people felt strongly, and so needed to be explored more thoroughly. We intend to retain 

this kind of flexibility, using information already gathered to inform future questions. We 

will issue a new questionnaire with each month's Messenger and feed back the results a few 

months later when they have been analysed.   

One of the early conclusions from our first survey was that anyone who wishes to 

communicate with the whole village needs to use the full range of communication media: 

Facebook, a website, Twitter as well as the written word in The Messenger.  That survey 

confirmed that The Messenger was greatly valued as a prime means of communication in 

the Village, and we have passed the detailed data to the Editor so that he can draw further 

conclusions.  We will do that for all groups that have a special interest in a particular survey 

so that they can consider for themselves any actions that they may wish to take. 

The feedback on each questionnaire will, in effect, constitute an instalment of the new 

Village Plan, but there will be some conclusions that can only be drawn when the 

information gathering process is complete: these will go into our final report, which we 

expect to produce by the end of 2016.  In the meantime, please continue to support us by 

completing and returning our questionnaires by whatever means suits you.  The more input 

we get, the more valid our conclusions will be – your participation is essential! 

Thank you, The Review Team  



10 
 

 

Shefford Leisure Group – March 2016 
 
We commenced February 2016 with a visit to Milton Keynes 
Theatre to see PRISCILLA Queen on the Desert on Thursday 
4th February.  Certainly lively, beautifully dressed and 
colourful, with several familiar songs.  The show was well 
presented with plenty of humour and the drag artist had to 
be seen to be believed (sometimes quite saucy!). 
 
This event will be followed by Anton and Erin … ‘Just Gotta Dance’ on Sunday 
21st February 2016. Unfortunately our report on this event will be too late to 
appear in the March ‘Messenger’. 
 
We are grateful to Whitbread Wanderbus for allowing us to hire their vehicle 
for the above events.  Many thanks indeed to the drivers for their help. 
 
Please do not forget our ‘Get Together’ to be held this year at The Mount 
Pleasant Golf Course in Stondon.  Hopefully this will prove a pleasurable time 
accompanied by afternoon tea.  We will of course be presenting our annual 
cheque to a representative from Keech Hospice Care for Children.     
 

FORTHCOMING EVENTS (At a Glance) 2016 

Shefford Leisure Group ‘Get Together’ (Mount 
Pleasant Golf Course) 

Wednesday 16th March 

Ideal Home Exhibition (Leaving Shefford at 8am) Sunday 20th March   
View from The Shard & City Cruises Tea Cruise Thursday 31st March 

Fully Booked 
The Mountbatten Festival of Music. Choir & Circle 
Seats. Royal Albert Hall – (Evening Performance) 

Saturday 9th  April 

Camden Market with their usual hustle & bustle! Sunday 10th April 

The Bodyguard MK Theatre (Matinee Performance) Wednesday 20th April 

Dutch Waterways River Cruise Tues 26th Apr-Sun 1st May 
A Taste of Leicestershire Tuesday 17th  May 

Dad’s Army, Bressingham Steam Museum Thursday 2nd  June 
Visit to Keech Hospice Care (Limited Seats)  Wednesday 22nd June  

Sandringham Flower Show  Wednesday 27th July 

BBC Countryfile Live, Blenheim Palace Thursday 4th August   
‘A day by the sea’ – Brighton Date tba in August 

Twist & Shout – Wickstead Park Tuesday 13th September 
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Torquay – TLH Hotels – The Derwent Hotel Mon 10th – Fri 15th Oct 

Thursford Christmas Spectacular (Matinee) November – Date tba 
Turkey & Tinsel – Eastbourne Thurs 1st - Mon 5th Dec  

Anglesey Abbey – Winter Lights Sunday 11th Dec  TBC 
O What a Christmas Cracker at Wickstead Park Tuesday 20th December  

 
LONDON SHOWS CURRENTLY AVAILABLE (with Stevenage Group Travel)  
 
MATINEE PERFORMANCES – 2016 (Coach leaves Shefford at 10.45am)  
 
MOTOWN THE MUSICAL Shaftesbury Theatre – 
Royal Circle Seats  

Thursday 10th March 

KINKY BOOTS – Adolphi Theatre – Circle Seats  Wednesday 16th March 
 

 
EVENING PERFORMANCES 2016 - Coach leaves Shefford at 4.15pm 
 

BEAUTIFUL – Carole King Musical –– Aldwych 
Theatre, Stall Seats 

Tuesday 8th March 

 

 

Please telephone for availability and prices of any outings or shows listed 
above.  

 

For all holidays, which include transport and hotel accommodation, Shefford 
Leisure Group acts as an agent for the Tour Operator, their terms and 
conditions apply. 

Shefford Leisure Group is open to everyone in the local community, who feel 
they would like to join us on our ventures and see places they would not see 
under their own steam.  We are always happy to meet new friends. 

Raffles are held and all the proceeds are for Keech Hospice Care for Children.  
For further information regarding dates, prices and availability or to receive 
our monthly newsletter, please contact Enid on 01462 851397 or e-mail 
enid.pamment@gmail.com.  

Enid Pamment – Shefford Leisure Group   

mailto:enid.pamment@gmail.com
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Village Verse  

 

 
Especially for people who know the glamour of Arlesey rail station - wishing 
them calm moments among the stresses of commuting... 

 
 

Within The Hurtling Train 
 
Within the hurtling train 
All time stands still, serene until 
The world returns again 
In platform throng, then blur along; 
The carriage quarantine 
Protects and mends as it suspends 
The battles where we've been 
Or stress-creating issues waiting 
On beyond the end. 
Long may the journey run 
My dreaming caught in rolling thought 
Until the route is done. 
 
Anon. 
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The Meppershall Players 

 

 

Preparations are still underway for our next production: ‘A Mid-
Summer Night’s Dream’, which will be performed on Friday 17th & 
Saturday 18th June 2016 (make a note on the calendar).  
 
This production is set in ancient Greece but is spoken in today’s 
English as opposed to Shakespeare’s, and not all in rhyme; details of 
ticket sales in next month’s Messenger.  
 
The Meppershall Players are on Facebook (Meppershall Players 
Community) Insta-gram, the Web, Twitter: the list is endless.  
 
If you’re not into computers, check out our notice boards in the front 
entrance. We always have plenty of information about the Players on 
the boards in the front foyer. 
 
The Players are always welcoming to new members. We pride 
ourselves on having no Prima Donnas. Every one pitches in to make 
our rehearsals and productions fun. We encourage people to have a 
go at any part of a theatrical production they feel they want to 
participate in (just ask all our new members). If you want to see what 
we’re about, just drop in to the hall any Wednesday evening. You 
don’t need a formal invitation, just walk in and say hello (we really 
are a friendly bunch). 
 
The Players meet every Wednesday evening at 7.30pm at the Village 
Hall. Membership is currently free and we welcome people from the 
age of 9 to 90+ to indulge in all areas of theatrical performances, set 
building, costumes, directing, acting, make-up, song & dance. 
 
Interested? We look forward to meeting you.               
 
Karen Mitchell (Players’ Secretary) 01462 81633  
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Notices 

Village Forum 
The Village Forum team is looking to recruit someone able and willing to run its 
website and social media feeds (Facebook and Twitter). If interested please 
email forum@meppershall.org 
 

‘TRUGS & TROWELS’ Campton Gardening Club 
 

Campton Village Hall 

Meetings start at 7.30pm : Admission £1.50 
Our next meeting will be on Monday, 7th March 2016; Club 

Members will be exchanging tips on how to grow potatoes 

successfully, increasing yield etc.  We will also be introducing new 

competitions, along with free potato and onion sets. 

The April meeting will be on Monday, 4th April, when we will be 

having a talk on Willow Growing and the benefits of using natural 

products in your garden. 

Everyone Welcome 

Please feel free to bring along any surplus garden related items for 

our 

‘Free & Swap’ table at the Village Hall meetings. 

For more information, please contact…  Maryika 01462 851729 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

www.meppershall.org 

The Meppershall website has recently undergone a rewrite to introduce a new 
look and feel, and also incorporate new facilities for users and readers. 

There is plenty of space available for Village Groups, Clubs and Organisations 
to publish newsletters, reports, advertisements or let the public know what 
they stand for or what they can offer members or the community. 

These Village Organisation pages can be set up and managed on your behalf - 
all you need to do is provide the words and photos. Or there is now the facility 
for any member with basic word processing skills to carry this work out on 
behalf of the group (full training will be given). If you already have a website 
we can place a link in the menu. 

This website is sponsored by the Parish Council and it is completely free to any 
organisation. If you are interested in this offer please contact me at the email 
address below. 

David  

webmaster@meppershall.org  

mailto:forum@meppershall.org
http://www.meppershall.org/
mailto:webmaster@meppershall.org


Top of the Document15 
 

Top of the Document 

Significant Events 

RIP 

We are saddened to learn that Daphne Ella Christopher, of 
Taylor's Close, passed away on the 13th February aged 
88.  We send our condolences to husband Peter and family.  

________________________________________________________________ 

Moving Home: 

John Pontin, Meppershall’s oldest known resident (98 years 
of age) has recently moved from Fildyke Road and is happily 
settled in at The Birches, Hitchin Road, Shefford.  John would 
welcome some visitors. 

Birthdays in March: 

Peter Lambley will be 83 on the 1st    
Evelyn Jepps (nee Dilley) will be 96 on the 3rd  
Ronald Mitchell will be 83 on the 4th     
Barbara Horwood will be 82 on the 10th   
Peter Longland will be 84 on the 11th     
Richard Ivory will be 82 on the 22nd     
 
Many congratulations to all of the above. 
 
  
If you know of a significant event in the village, please let the Editor 
know: we are looking for things to celebrate!  80th, 90th and 100th 
birthdays we mark with the presentation of a cake from The 
Messenger.  We would also love to hear about big anniversaries or 
any other cause to celebrate. 
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Where My Caravan Has Rested - By Denis Neilson  

Australia Trip (Part 7) - Brisbane and beyond 

Booming Brisbane is an energetic river town on the way up, with an edgy arts scene, vibrant 
nightlife, and great coffee shops and restaurants. Lush parks and historic buildings complete 
the picture, all folded into the elbows of the meandering Brisbane River. That's the tourist 
talk for this city.  

‘Brizzy’, as it is known, does have a lot to commend it and one asset that impressed me was 
its busway. Having seen it I cannot understand why Cambridge has had so much trouble 
with its attempt.  The Brizzy busway lets you get into the city on a bus using a dedicated 
road without traffic hold-ups.  You fly over, or under, the main roads and arrive in the 
subterranean bus station at the Myers Centre in Queen Street. More importantly the service 
is excellent, clean, and on time.  They have provided ample parking at convenient places 
along the route and it is a very popular means of commuting into the city. East of the city is 
Moreton Bay with its low-lying sandy isles, beaches, and the chance to whale or dolphin- 
watch. To the west is the rural inland hub of Toowoomba and the surprising Granite Belt 
Wine Region. 

Getting off the bus we followed our guide book 
which took us to St Stephens Roman Catholic 
Cathedral – very plain and simple whilst at the same 
time still being impressive.  It had opening stained 
glass windows and something I have never 
encountered in a church before - a water feature 
behind the high altar.  Next door is the oldest church 
in Brisbane - St Stephens Chapel.  It is very small, and 
inside is a marvellous wooden figure of Mary 
MacKillop made from a 100 year old camphor laurel 
tree. Mary MacKillop was the co-founder of the 
Josephites. The Sisters of St Joseph of the Sacred 
Heart, under her guidance, established schools for 
the poor and underprivileged in South Australia and 
later across Victoria and Sydney.  She and the Sisters 
were also responsible for setting up orphanages and 
homes for the destitute as well as establishing 
refuges for ex-inmates of Australia's grim Nineteenth 

Century prisons, and shelters for former prostitutes.   

From there we strolled through the Botanical Gardens to Parliament House, a fantastic 
building where we had a personal guided tour.  Queensland does not have an Upper House, 
and they claim “not to have lost anything by it”; possibly we could learn from them. Our 
guide had studied the UK system of government and had concluded that we had too many 
layers which must hinder, rather than help, progress. 
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We spent Good Friday of 2003 around Mount Coot-Tha, 10Km west of Brisbane.  It is a 
lovely mountain retreat with lots of trees, grassland, picnic areas and walks.  The botanical 
gardens at its base are really well worth a visit and we spent a couple of hours exploring and 
admiring the diversity of plants. I especially liked the exotic rain forest with its huge high 
trees. We then drove up to the summit and had an excellent view over the city of Brisbane.  
Driving up a mountain is much easier than hauling oneself up using chains as we did at  
Mount Warning. 

Whilst in Brisbane we took in a live stage play of Cabaret, visited museums and many other 
tourist spots.  Touring around we ended up in Surfers Paradise, a holiday centre with blocks 
of apartments and sandy beaches. The fresh fish here was very good and I had barramundi, 
which is a firm white fleshed fish and absolutely delicious. What made it even better was 
that because we had been seated before 6.30pm we got our meal for half price! Bonus!  The 
following day we moved on and headed north. Other than out-of-this-world scenery nothing 
else of any interest arose until we ended up at Australian Zoo, the home of Steve (and 
Linda) Irwin, the controversial crocodile hunter of TV fame.  It was a nice zoo and growing; 
the talks and demonstrations were enlightening, informative, thrilling and entertaining. We 
especially enjoyed the demonstration that showed how crocodiles can sense movement on 
land and in the water and how quickly they are in the water.  We sat behind a steel mesh 
barrier overlooking a very large pond.  A ‘keeper’ came out to the edge of it and laid down a 
large piece of meat on the floor. As he did so there was a rustle in the undergrowth on the 
far side of the pond, then a splash, then silence - until a rush of water as the crocodile shot 
out and snatched up the meat.  The ‘keeper’ was nowhere to be seen - he was well out of 
the way!  I kept wondering how many trainees got eaten; they cannot all be as nimble as 
our guy was! Sadly, Steve Irwin was killed in 2006 whilst filming for a wildlife programme, 
stung repeatedly by a giant sting ray which, ironically, was to be the last shot of the filming 
day. 

Friday 25th April 2003 was ANZAC Day.  This is when 
Australians remember those who died at Gallipoli, Turkey. 
During the First World War 20,000 Australian and 14,000 New 
Zealand service personnel were formed into their own Army 
Corps (ANZAC) and sent to support the Commonwealth 
armies against the Turks. They landed on a beach (later 
named ANZAC Beach) at dawn on this day in 1915, many died 
on both sides and the whole battle of Gallipoli, as we know, 
was a disaster.  Ruth's dad fought at Gallipoli as a young man 
and thankfully survived. It is said to have been the time when 
Australia came of age and started moving towards becoming 
a country in its own right rather than tied to the apron strings 
of Great Britain.  Hence the reason it is such an important 
day. We read that this was the first time ANZAC Day had been 
celebrated without a veteran from the campaign but 
unfortunately the last surviving Australian combatant died in 2002. We did not go to a 
parade or service as we failed to realise just how important a day it was for Australians. 

…to be continued  



18 
 

 

Meppershall Calendar of Events 

 

March 

Day Date What's On When Where 

Thursday 3 Evergreens 2:15 - 4:00 pm Sugarloaf 

Friday 4 BINGO 
6:45 pm, eyes 
down 7:15 pm 

Social Club 

Saturday 5 Karen's Karaoke 8 pm - late Social Club 

Tuesday 8 Rectory Tea 2:00 - 4:00 pm Rector Roni’s 

Thursday 10 
GNOMES Coffee 
morning 

10:45 till 11:45 
New 
Meppershall 
Care Home 

Friday 11 BINGO 
6:45 pm, eyes 
down 7:15 pm 

Social Club 

Sunday 13 
Paul Carne's Quiz 
Night 

7:30 pm Social Club 

Sunday 13 Second Sunday Stroll 10:30 am 
St Mary's Church 
- Gate 

Monday 14 
Parish Council 
Meeting 

7:45 pm Village Hall 

Weds 16 Brewery Trip Members Only Social Club 

Thursday 17 Evergreens 2:15 - 4:00 pm Sugarloaf 

Friday 18 BINGO 
6:45 pm, eyes 
down 7:15 pm 

Social Club 

Friday 25 BINGO 
6:45 pm, eyes 
down 7:15 pm 

Social Club 

 

April  

Day Date What's On When Where 

Saturday 2 
Church Yard Working 
Party 

From 8:30am 
(join any time!) 

St.Mary’s 

Saturday 2 
Public Exhibition of 
Proposed Housing 
Development 

10:00 am –  
2:00 pm 

Village Hall 

Tuesday 5 
Exhibition - see 
above 

3:00 – 7:00 pm Village Hall 
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Sudoku Puzzle 1425 

 

 
 

The objective is to fill a 9×9 grid with digits so that each column, each 
row, and each of the nine 3×3 sub-grids that compose the grid 
contain all of the digits from 1 to 9. 

  

7 2 3 1 9

4 9

5 8 2

2

5 6 3

1 5

3 4 2

9 8 5 7 6
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What’sit No. 16 and Sudoku Puzzle 1425 Solutions 

 

Did you recognise the lamp in last month’s photograph? All is now revealed… 

  

 

 

 

 

8 7 6 2 5 3 1 9 4

4 2 3 1 7 9 8 6 5

1 9 5 4 8 6 2 3 7

2 5 4 6 3 8 7 1 9

7 8 1 9 4 5 6 2 3

6 3 9 7 1 2 4 5 8

3 4 2 5 6 7 9 8 1

9 1 8 3 2 4 5 7 6

5 6 7 8 9 1 3 4 2
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Meppershall Social Club –March and April 

 
* BINGO Every Friday Night.   
Doors open 6.45pm eyes down 7.15pm.  
Members free, Non-members £1 entrance fee. 
 
* KAREN’S KARAOKE Saturday 5th March 8pm-Late, Saturday 2nd April 8pm-Late 
Sing or sing-a-long to your favourite songs, at this fun for everyone evening in a 
relaxed and friendly atmosphere Non Members welcome.  
 
* SUNDAY QUIZ NIGHT 13th March 7.30pm start, 10th April 7.30pm start.  
Paul Carne is our resident quiz master, with a highly entertaining quiz for all 
the family. 
£1 per person entry fee, no set number in team (you can have as few or as 
many as you like in your team). 
50-50 split of entrance fee, half to charity, half to the winning team. Non- 
Members welcome. 
 
BREWERY TRIP: Wednesday 16th March, Members Only. Limited spaces, more 
details on Social Club notice board in club area. 
 
SNOOKER is popular once more at the Social Club, with two well-maintained 
tables Club members can play every evening when the club is open. 
For more information pop into the Social Club any evening, or contact The Club 
after 8pm on 01462 817359. Club opens 8pm; we look forward to seeing you. 
 
Saturday 23rd April St Georges Day, a fun evening is being planned to celebrate 
all things English, more details in next month’s Messenger. 
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Paul Savuto – Finance 

 

TAX (YEAR END) PLANNING:  

 

Things you should consider before and after the tax year end – 5th April. Here 

are some things to think about: 

 

PENSION PLANNING & PENSIONS ALLOWANCE  

 

It seems unlikely that the State pension will ever represent more than a safety 

net for most people, and should in itself be one of the strongest incentives to 

any individual to make adequate pension provision on their own behalf. So 

review your pension regularly and aim to contribute as much as you can 

comfortably afford and are allowed to tax-efficiently under current legislation.  

The annual allowance of £40,000 for the current tax year can be combined 

with additional contributions in respect of any unused annual allowances from 

the three preceding tax years. This is subject to clients having sufficient 

earnings in this tax year. 

Don’t forget, for every £80 a basic-rate taxpayer puts into their pension this tax 

year, the government will top it up by £20, so that the total contribution to 

your pension is £100.  Higher rate tax payers currently receive further tax 

relief; however, this may well be removed in the next budget in March 2016 so 

consider topping up now. 

 

INDIVIDUAL SAVINGS ACCOUNT (ISA) ALLOWANCE 

 

Up to £15,240 can be invested in an ISA this tax year, all of which can be in a 

cash ISA or all in a stocks & shares ISA, or a combination of both.   All 

investments held in ISA’s are free of Capital Gains Tax.  Unused allowance 

cannot be carried over to the next tax year. 
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CAPITAL GAINS TAX (CGT) ALLOWANCE 

 

Capital gains tax is a tax on the profit when you sell or ‘dispose of’ something, 

an ‘asset’ that’s in- creased in value. It’s the gain you make that’s taxed, not 

the amount of money you receive. For individuals’ capital gains in 2015/16, 

under £11,100 is tax-free. Married couples who own assets jointly can claim a 

double allowance of £22,000.   

 

IT’S GOOD TO GIVE 

 

The Gift Aid scheme is for gifts of money to charities by individuals who pay UK 

tax. Gift Aid donations are regarded as having basic rate tax (20%) deducted by 

the donor.  If you are in a higher tax bracket, you can claim back the difference 

between the basic and higher rate of income tax on any Gift Aid donations. 

 

INHERITANCE TAX PLANNING 
 
If you haven't done anything about inheritance tax planning, you should do so 
now. Currently, inheritance tax (IHT) is charged at 40% on anything you leave 
over £325,000 when you die. Soaring house prices in recent years have pushed 
more and more people into the inheritance tax trap, so don't assume only the 
super-rich are affected. 
 
You can give away a lump sum of up to £3,000 in each tax year without paying 
inheritance tax - known as your 'annual exemption', or £6,000 this year if you 
haven't used last year's allowance.  
 
WILLS 
 
Most importantly, you should write a will, making it clear who you want to 
leave your money and possessions to when you die. If you die without a Will, 
the intestacy provisions will apply and may result in your estate being 
distributed in a way you would not have chosen. You should write a Will and 
keep it up to date to reflect changes in the family situation. 
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REMOVING VALUE FROM AN ESTATE 
 
Life assurance arrangements can be used as a means of removing value from 
an estate and also as a method of paying inheritance tax liabilities. A policy 
written under an appropriate trust can be arranged to cover an inheritance tax 
liability due on death. It is particularly useful in providing funds to meet an 
inheritance tax liability where the assets are not easily realised. 
 
MORTGAGES 

 

With the continuing uncertainty about the future level of interest rates, it’s 

easy to overlook the need to review your mortgage. Those on standard 

variable rate mortgages often end up paying this rate by default once their 

fixed or tracker deal finishes. If your current deal is about to end, ask us to 

review your options. 

 

KEEPING FINANCIAL PLANS UP-TO-DATE  

 

Last year saw major changes in financial legislation, and your plans and goals 

may have changed too. It makes good sense to organise a review with your 

adviser to help ensure that your savings, investments, pension plans and life 

insurance needs are all properly taken care of. 

Paul Savuto, AFPS, Chartered Financial Planner. DGS Independent Financial 
Advisers Ltd. 07834 499595 or email ps@dgsifa.com.  I’ll be happy to talk to 
you. 
It is important to take professional advice before making any decision relating to your 

personal finances. Information within this article is based on our current understanding of 

taxation and can be subject to change in future. It does not provide individual tailored 

investment advice and is for guidance only. Some rules may vary in different parts of the UK; 

please ask for details. We cannot assume legal liability for any errors or omissions it might 

contain. Levels and bases of, and reliefs from taxation, are those currently applying or 

proposed and are subject to change; their value depends on the individual circumstances of 

the investor. The value of investments can go down as well as up and you may not get back 

the full amount you invested. The past is not a guide to future performance and past 

performance may not necessarily be repeated. If you withdraw from an investment in the 

early years, you may not get back the full amount you invested. Changes in the rates of 

exchange may have an adverse effect on the value or price of an investment in sterling terms 

if it is denominated in a foreign currency. 

mailto:ps@dgsifa.com
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Film Review - The Revenant - By Carlie Newman 

 

One after the other Oscar contenders are opening in London. THE REVENANT 
(cert.15 2 hrs. 31 mins.) is not just worth seeing for the performance of 
Leonardo DiCaprio as Hugh Glass, a fur trapper and guide, who is left for dead 
after being attacked by a big bear.  
 

  

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Director Alejandro G. Inarritu - who won the Best Director Award at the Golden 
Globes 2016 - has put together a terrifically visual film which, shot in natural 
light by cinematographer Emmanuel Lubezeki, shows the vast wilderness of 
the Upper Missouri River terrain in 1823. Based on a true story, we see 
Leonardo drag his very injured body over the ground as he sets out to revenge 
those who left him for dead. Excellent performances by Tom Hardy and the 
young British actor Will Poulter as the two who left him after being given 
money by the leader of the expedition (Domhnall Gleeson) to look after Glass.  
 

Leonardo shows that he is an actor who can depict all emotions through his 
face and body. He suffers bravely for his art in this film! Having won the Golden 
Globe for Best Actor, Di Caprio is in the lead for the same at the Oscars. The 
film also won Best Drama picture at the Golden Globes. 

 

Rating **** 
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Central Beds News 

 

Executive councillors recommend lower council tax 
rise 

 

Following government changes to 
council funding, in order to protect 
front-line services, Executive 
councillors have recommended a 

3.95 per cent rise in council tax for 2016/17 that will be 
put to full Council for a final decision later this month. 

Councillors have listened to residents’ feedback in a 
public consultation and will be seeking to average 
council tax rises to below 1.75% in addition to the 2% 
social care precept over the next four years. 

Over 1,200 people responded to the consultation in 
which the council put forward a range of council tax and 
savings options after central Government announced a 
36 per cent cut to its funding to the council as part of a 
shift towards local taxation. This will mean the council 
needs to make further savings of £43million over the 
coming four years, on top of the £90m it has already 
made. 

The majority of respondents (58 per cent) favoured an 
increase of 2 per cent to support adult social care 
services. However, people were split on a general 
council tax increase with more favouring a 1.75 per cent 
increase rather than a 1.99 per cent rise. The combined 
3.95 per cent increase will mean a weekly 99 pence 
increase in what an average household pays for council 
services. 
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Overall, the budget will see some £190million in public 
services from April including £68million on adult social 
care services, £36million on children’s services, 
£48million on community services such as roads and 
transport, refuse collections and leisure and £5million on 
supporting business. 

Executive Councillors also recommended investing up to 
£278million on capital projects over the next four years 
from external and council funding. Major projects being 
proposed across Central Bedfordshire include 
£75.3million on new school places, £41.8million on 
highway schemes, £8.5million on the ongoing upgrade 
of all tidy tips including a new site at Thorn Turn, near 
Houghton Regis, £9.5million on providing disabled 
facilities grants, £4.6million on improving care home 
provision, £7.6million on rolling out superfast broadband 
to more homes and £4million to improve our market 
towns. 

 
 

What happens next? 

 

Both the revenue and capital budgets will be considered 
by the Council on 25 February which will confirm the final 
council tax rates taking into account additional charges 
by the Fire Authority, Police and Crime Commissioner 
and town and parish councils.  
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Meppershall Garden Club 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

For our February meeting, a group of Garden Club members visited 
Anglesey Abbey to see the snowdrops. Although the car park and 
restaurant were full, after an early lunch our walk around the garden 
was surprisingly quiet.  
 
The Abbey has one of the finest snowdrop collections in the country, 
with over 300 varieties of these delicate white flowers. There are 
displays throughout the 114 acres of garden, dotted among the 
avenues of trees and classical statues. The Winter Garden was 
colourful; red dogwoods, flowering and sweetly scented Sarococca 
Ruscifolia (sometimes known as Christmas Box), interesting ground 
cover varieties, and unusual shrubs, plus of course the iconic Silver 
Birch display.  Most of the plantings are numbered and can be 
identified on the plant guide (50p from the ticket office). The garden 
shop stocks most of the species seen, so it's an ideal place for the 
amateur gardener or someone planning a new garden.  
 
The garden was developed in 1926 by the 1st Lord Fairhaven and has 
become one of the most beautiful 20th Century gardens in the British 
Isles. There is something to see all year round; in summer the 
herbaceous border and rose garden, in late summer the dahlias, and 
in autumn the vibrant colours of the trees.  
 
It took us about an hour to get there. The prices and opening times of 
the garden, house and mill are on the website, the address for which 
is http://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/anglesey-abbey-gardens-and-lode-
mill 
 
The garden club meets once a month, sometimes in the home of a 
member, or in a nearby suitable venue such as a garden centre, or the 
golf club. Tips on gardening and sometimes plants are shared. Most of 
our days out are held on the regular monthly meeting day which is the 
1st Wednesday of the month, but occasionally we have to choose 
another day to fit in with opening times, or schedule an extra 
meeting.  
 
If you would like to find out more about the garden club then please 
speak to any of our members or make contact via our email. 

 
Maureen Gravell 

 

Linda Parker  

01462 815114     

Kim Lee Tyler 

01462 811750 

 

Email: 
meppershallgardenclub 

@hotmail.co.uk 
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Pre-School Ponderings – March 

We have had a wonderful term so far with our ‘Winter’ and ‘Frozen’ theme. The children 
also really enjoyed Yvoone's Chinese New Year celebration on 8th February. The Chinese 
New Year is the most important of all the holidays for the Chinese. It is defined to be the 
first day of the first month in the traditional Chinese calendar. Unlike the Christian New 
Year, which is based on a solar calendar, the Chinese New Year is based on a traditional 
Chinese lunisolar calendar whose date indicates both the moon phase and the time of the 
solar year. A lunar month is around 2 days shorter than a solar month. In order to "catch up" 
with the solar calendar, an extra month is inserted every few years. This is why, according to 
the solar calendar, the Chinese New Year falls on a different date each year. 
 
This half term we have started to visit our 'Mini Diggers' allotment again. We would like to 
say a big thank you to Jim and Jess who live in Meppershall for all their help digging over the 
beds ready for this season of growing. 
 
At Pre-school we spend a lot of time talking about letters & numbers with the children 
during their play, and appropriately for their stage of development. To promote letters and 
sounds at Pre-school we have a ‘sound of the week’. We focus on the ‘sound’ of the letter as 
this needs to be learnt before the letter name. The letter we focus on changes each week, 
and we encourage the children to bring something in from home that starts with the ‘sound 
of the week’. We then put these on a special table and talk about this sound throughout the 
week.  The children have really enjoyed playing with these sounds. 
 
We now only have a few places left to fill at Meppershall Pre-school. If your little one has 
turned 2 and is ready to make new friends and enjoy our stimulating, safe environment, or if 
you would like them to join our waiting list please ring Tamsin our fantastic leader during 
session time on the number below for more information. We are open every morning from 
9:15 till 12:15, and each Monday, Wednesday and Friday afternoon from 12:15 till 3:15 
(term time only). 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Meppershall Pre-school located in Meppershall Village Hall, takes up to 24 
children in each session from in and around the surrounding areas. 

 Priority is given to funded children, 
 but we also have limited spaces for 2 year olds.  

Please ring 07713 627376, or email tamsin@meppershall-ps.co.uk, to enquire 
about the Early Years Foundation Stage and exceptional care we offer. 

  

Ofsted Registration Number: 219293                            Registered Charity: 1031913 



30 
 

 

Henlow Academy Newsletter 
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Birthdays in March 

 

A very Happy Birthday to those of you 
celebrating birthdays in March 

 
 

Alessandra D’Amico who will be 5 on the 5th  
Alexanda Cocks who will be 14 on the 7th 

Genevieve Cocks who will be 13 on the 7th 
Dylan Caddick who will be 11 on the 8th   
Marcus Hart who will be 13 on the 12th 
Ella Bryant who will be 11 on the 12th 

Emma Horsford who will be 14 on the 14th 
Aaron Vernon who will be 12 on the 16th 

Gracie Sue Bavister who will be 10 on the 18th  
Caitlin Gouck who will be 9 on the 20th 
Daisy Lucas who will be 14 on the 27th 

 
 

If you are under 16 and would like your name added to 
the birthday page, please call Louise Hutson on 814148  

or email at louhuts@gmail.com 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

Meppershall Good Neighbours Group 

The Gnomes would like to hear from you if: 

 You have recently moved to Meppershall and would like one of 

our welcome packs 

 You would like our help 

 You would like to join us. 

Call our helpline: 07760  793921  or 
Come to our coffee morning at 10.45 on the 2nd Thursday of each 
month at the New Meppershall Care Home on Shefford Road. 

mailto:louhuts@gmail.com
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Message from St. Mary’s Services & Events 

Parish Church of St Mary The Virgin (Church of England) 
Church Road, off Campton Road, Meppershall 

www.stmarysmeppershall.org.uk  www.facebook.com/stmarysmeppershall 
 

 
Rector:  The Reverend Veronica Goodman 

01462 339962 – ronigoodman@gmail.com – usual day off Monday 
Churchwardens: 

Dawn Abbatt 01462 816962 
James Read 01462 857836  Email: Meppershall.PCC@gmail.com 

PCC Secretary: 
Anne Parsons 01462 813333 Email: annie10639@gmail.com 

Things to Look Out For… 

Follow the events of Easter at St Mary’s  – come and be part of the Palm 
Sunday service (20th), Maundy Thursday, Good Friday, Easter Saturday and 
Easter Day itself – events at St Mary’s throughout the Easter season 

Find inspiration on Pegsdon (Deacon) Hill – the Second Sunday stroll this 
month takes us into our little corner of the Chilterns, for 3 miles up and down 
through the Pegsdon Hills Wildlife Trusts Reserve – within the Chilterns Area of 
Outstanding Natural Beauty. A jewel right on our doorstep. 

Churchyard Working Party – our first of 2016, on Saturday 2nd April – please 
come and join in to help trim and tidy up the churchyard after winter. Free 
refreshments, fun and community spirit. 

Annual Parochial Church Meeting (APCM) – the church’s AGM – come along 

for the annual review of church activities and leadership. 

A Message from St Mary’s… 

Easter is very early this year. By the 27th March we will be declaring “Alleluia 

Christ is Risen. He is Risen indeed!”  But between now and then there is a 

whole gamut of emotions to go through as once again we recount the events 

of the last days of Jesus’ life, and his death. 

We revisit Jesus’ entry into Jerusalem on Palm Sunday - watching him enter his 

city as Zechariah said he would - “riding on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a 

donkey”. 

http://www.stmarysmeppershall.org.uk/
http://www.facebook.com/stmarysmeppershall
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In church we allow the subsequent, solemn events to play out “in real time”.  
On Thursday Jesus meets one last time with his friends. Showing them how to 
love and serve one another he washes their feet, giving them an example to 
follow. On that evening too, they eat together and Jesus gives new meaning to 
the bread and wine they shared. This bread - is my body broken for you, this 
cup - is the cup of my blood shed for you. 

From there we go “in spirit” with Jesus into the garden as he prays for God to 

deliver him from what is to come - but nevertheless, in the end, he submits 

willingly to his arrest and trial.  

On Good Friday, we take a traumatic walk through the day as the crowd bay 

for Jesus to die. Then, he is mocked and flogged and makes a weary stumbling 

journey to his place of execution, where he is indeed “lifted up from the earth” 

as he is nailed to a cross. Finally as darkness covers the earth Jesus dies and his 

body is taken down from the cross and sealed in a tomb. 

The rest of Friday and Saturday feel sad and empty - as we wait. Of course, we 

wait knowing… I wonder what those hours must have felt like to the original 

disciples. The pain and emptiness of those hours is softened for us by the 

excitement and anticipation we have as we wait for the news we know will 

certainly come - “He is not here, he is risen, just as he said!” 

To make the Easter Alleluias our Alleluias - to make the Easter hope and joy 

our own - we must have been to the cross. There is so much to say about the 

cross but it is the place where the love of God meets the suffering of the world 

- and for many of us it is the place where we see that our God knows - really 

knows - the depths of man’s inhumanity to man and the pains that human 

beings can have to bear. 

But follow these events with caution. Somehow, somewhere along the way, in 

the retelling of these events I think we may stop being observers and become 

part of this drama as it becomes part of us… because the life and death and 

resurrection of Jesus had then – and have now – the power to heal, to 

transform, and to save. 

I wish you all the hope and joy of Easter as we say “Alleluia Christ is Risen.   He 

is Risen indeed!” 

Rector Roni 
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Services and Events – March 2016   At St Mary’s unless stated below 

Date Time Service / Event 

Sunday 28th Feb 
3rd in Lent 

11.00am Parish Communion  

Weds 2nd March 10.00am Holy Communion 

Sun 6th March 
4th in Lent 

11.00am 
 

Parish Communion  
 

Tues 8th March 2-4pm Rectory Tea – chat and a cuppa – all welcome 

Wed 9th March 10.00am Holy Communion 

Friday 11th 
March 

9.00pm Silent Together – join friends to sit for a few minutes to enjoy the 
tranquillity of the church 

Sunday 13th 
March 
5th in Lent 
 

8.30am 
10.30am 
 

Holy Communion 
Second Sunday Stroll – Pegsdon (Deacon) Hill, 2-3 miles (uphill!). 
Meet at 10.30am at the church gate to share lifts and park at the 
bottom of the hill.  Call James for more info 857836. 

Wednesday 
15th March 

10.00am Holy Communion 

Sun 20th March 
Palm Sunday 

8.30am 
11.00am 

Holy Communion 
Palm Sunday with Holy Communion 

Tues 22nd 
March 

2-4pm Rectory Tea. “Getting serious” with a  cuppa 

Wed 23rd 
March 

10.00am Holy Communion 

Thurs 24th 
March 

7.30pm Maundy Thursday 
Celebration of the Last Supper 

Friday 25th 
March 
Good Friday 

9.50am 
11.00am 
2-3pm 

Shefford – Before the Cross 
Churches Together Good Friday Procession in Shefford 
Solemn Good Friday Liturgy at St Mary’s 

Sat 26th March 9.00am 
7.30pm 

Celtic Morning Prayer 
Easter Vigil 

Sun 27th March 
Easter Day 

11.00am Easter Communion  

Wed 30th March 10.00am Holy Communion 

Sunday 3rd April 
2nd of Easter 

11.00am Parish Communion  
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St. Mary’s Meppershall Junior Church 

Once again, Lent is upon us and whilst many of us will be thinking of what to 
give up for Lent, it is also a good time to think about what we could take up 
during Lent. 
 
Perhaps our children can offer to do little jobs at home, be extra nice to 
someone at School if they look lonely or sad.  Even to be nicer to siblings or 
friends. 
 
So, as we begin the 40 day journey to focus on God and prepare ourselves to 
celebrate Jesus dying on the cross and rising again on Easter Sunday, let’s think 
about taking on something good and Walking in His Ways.  One of the lessons 
we need to learn is obedience.  The parable below demonstrates the 
difference between saying you will do something and actually doing it. 
 

Matthew 21:28-32 

The Parable of the Two Sons 

28 “What do you think? There was a man who had two sons. He went to the 

first and said, ‘Son, go and work today in the vineyard.’ 
29 “‘I will not,’ he answered, but later he changed his mind and went. 
30 “Then the father went to the other son and said the same thing. He 

answered, ‘I will, sir,’ but he did not go. 
31 “Which of the two did what his father wanted?” 

“The first,” they answered. 

Jesus said to them, “Truly I tell you, the tax collectors and the prostitutes are 

entering the kingdom of God ahead of you. 32 For John came to you to show 

you the way of righteousness, and you did not believe him, but the tax 

collectors and the prostitutes did. And even after you saw this, you did not 

repent and believe him. 

 
So hopefully we are all ‘Walking in His Ways’ and will continue to do so. 
Easter Mini Sparks, 10.00am @ St Mary’s on Sunday 27 March!   
Join us for the egg hunt and crafts! 
 
The JC team looks forward to welcoming you and your children on Sunday 6 
March! 
Blessings 
The JC Team  
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The Team 

CONTRIBUTIONS 
The Editor welcomes contributions to the Messenger, whether as letters, articles or notices.  
Contributions should preferably be as attachments to e-mail but hand written contributions 
may be sent by post, left at the Editor’s address below or in the folder kept at the Village 
Stores.  Contributions should run to not more than one A5 page (except by prior 
arrangement) and should be received by the Editor not later than the 12th of the month for 
publication at the end of that month.   Contributions received after the deadline may be 
held over. 

DISCLAIMER 
The Editor reserves the right to omit or alter any advertisement or article and to change the 
content, format or issue date of the magazine without prior notice.  The Editor cannot be 
held responsible for the factual correctness of, or for any libellous comment or statement 
made in any advertisement, article or other contribution published in this magazine.  Every 
effort will be made to avoid any deliberate attempt to mislead or otherwise cause harm or 
damage to any person or persons by any advertisement, article or any other contribution 
published in this magazine. 

THE TEAM 

Editor Mike McConnell 2a Gregory Close 811814 
 Email: mike.mcconnell@virgin.net 
Assistant Editor David Turner 2 Campton Road 813613 
  Email: davidturner25@hotmail.com 
Advertising and 
Distribution 

Colette House 90 Fildyke Road 815585 
Email: colettehouse@gmail.com 

Production Co-
ordination 

Enid Pamment 112 High Street 851397   
Email: enid.pamment@gmail.com 

Treasurer John Thompson 16 Brookmead  812983 
 Email: jthompson244@btinternet.com 

 

Collating Dates for your Diaries  
2016  

   June 27  
   July 25  
March 29 (Tuesday) September 26  

April 25  October 31  
May 31 (Tuesday) November 28  
      

 

Please note that dates in the above table indicate the month in which the 
collating will take place, at 2.30 pm in the Sugar Loaf.  The issue being 
collated will relate to the following month. 
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