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Editorial By Mike McConnell  

A warm welcome to the June edition of the Messenger. I 
hope that you, like I, have been enjoying those first few 
warm days of Summer and the promise that they bring 
for the months ahead. It has been great to see the flush 
of green in our trees and hedgerows and the Spring 
flowers.  It has certainly made for a lot of work on my 
allotment!  Summer also means we have the 
Meppershall Summer Fair to look forward to – I hope 
that we’ll have good weather for it, like last year.  

As you will see from Covers By Request, our cover features the village hall to 
mark the start of the planning process for the development by Croudace 
homes.  The contribution by the Village Hall Committee piece talks about the 
process and the timeline, highlighting the closing date for comments as 17th 
June – quite soon after this edition is published. 

I’ve taken the opportunity to peruse some of the documents submitted to the 
Planning Committee to support the application.  The fact that I am able to do 
this without leaving home shows just how the Internet has enriched our local 
government.  I am impressed also by the amount of thought that the 
application involves. Apart from the plans, the documents filed include 
assessments of the archaeology, environmental ecology, and geology of the 
site and a full traffic assessment.  This latter is particularly to be welcomed, 
given the concerns that many previously expressed.  There’s so much 
information being made public that you’ll need a good broadband connection 
and some time to read it and I would recommend that you do so.  The other 
aspect that strikes me is the extent to which efforts have been made to 
consult.  The Council has written to ninety neighbours seeking their views and 
to thirty “consultees” (mainly local government officers responsible for the 
provision of services) as part of the process.  I imagine that it would be quite a 
job just to sort out the replies!  There is also a possibility for members of the 
public to submit comments either online (via the link at the bottom of the 
Consultation page for CB/16/01769/FULL) or in writing to the Development 
Infrastructure Group Manager  at Central Bedfordshire Council, but only before 
17th June. 

I feel I should also make mention of the article concerning Speedwatch and to 
welcome the initiative to control speeding by education.  I don’t want to see 
anybody hurt by speeding traffic, nor do I want to see sleeping policemen that 
can only be negotiated safely at speeds a fraction of the limit.  

http://www.centralbedfordshire.gov.uk/planning/view-comment/make-comment.aspx
http://www.centralbedfordshire.gov.uk/PLANTECH/DCWebPages/acolnetcgi.gov?ACTION=UNWRAP&RIPNAME=Root.PgeConsultees&TheSystemkey=597120
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Readers’ Letters   

Dear Sir, 

I thought I should inform the residents of Meppershall that my Mum, 
Hazel Whittaker, very sadly passed away on the 29th April after a very 
short battle with terminal cancer which was diagnosed in February of this 
year. 

Although some of you who have moved to Meppershall in more recent 
years won't have known my mum, she, her husband Richard and my 
sister and I moved to Meppershall in 1994 when they took over the 
village shop where she was the postmistress. Many of you got to know 
Mum very well during this time as the shop is a big part of village life, and 
she threw herself into many things. We all joined the Meppershall Players 
and she was Editor of this very magazine for most of her time in 
Meppershall. It all used to be collated and printed in the dining room in 
our house at the back of the shop.  

Mum and Richard also hosted, for several years, the Meppershall 
Summer Fete in the back garden of the shop, enabling our village 
charities to raise important funds. 

Mum and Dad left the shop, and Meppershall, in 2001 to move to 
Northampton, then came back to Stondon, and finally moved to Tenby in 
South Wales under 2 years ago to achieve their dream of living by the sea. 
Sadly her time there was cut far too short, as she died at the age of 66. 

I know a lot of you will remember my Mum very fondly and will be sad to 
hear this news. As the funeral will be held in Wales many of her friends 
from Meppershall will not be able to come to say their goodbyes on the 
day, so if anyone would like to donate to Cancer Research in memory of 
my very special Mum, Hazel Whittaker, please send donations by cheque 
made out to Cancer Research UK, addressed to W & MJ Rossiter & Sons, 
The Old Rectory, The Norton, Tenby, Pembrokeshire, SA70 8AB. Please 
also write Hazel Whittaker on the reverse of any cheques so the funeral 
directors know whose memory the donation is for. 

Milli Gilmour (Meppershall resident)  
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Dear Editor, 

Around £200 was raised on Saturday the 7th May from a table-top 
sale at 67 High Street Meppershall, by Mrs Jean Holden.  It was well 
attended – Mrs Holden put a lot of hard work into making her fund-
raising for Marie Curie Cancer Research an enjoyable time for 
everyone! 

Thank you to all who attended and we hope to see more people the 
next time, as this good cause is all for making people’s lives more 
comfortable.  Many thanks also to Jean – it was well done – may it 
long continue. 

Mrs E Lawrence 

 

Covers By Request 
 

Could this month’s cover be the last to 
feature our Village Hall in its current 
guise? The deadline date is 17th June 
for a decision on the proposed 
development that includes plans for a 
much-needed new hall.  Our cover also 
serves as a prominent reminder to 
readers that this year’s not-to-be-
missed Summer Fair will take place on 
Saturday 25th June.    
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Meppershall Academy 

At the beginning of every topic we have a “stunning start” which aims to 
enthuse the children and get them excited about their learning for the term.  
These days are always good fun and very imaginative.  This term’s topics 
include: ‘Why can’t I have chocolate for breakfast?’ in our Early Years, ‘The 
Scented Garden’ in KS1 and ‘Rivers Flow’ in KS2. Descriptions of the stunning 
starts follow: 

The children have kicked off the summer term with their new topic, ‘Why Can’t 
I Have Chocolate for Breakfast?’ This began in the most incredible way, when 
the children in Acorns received a letter from the Tooth Fairy, asking for their 
help! The children then went on to learn all about looking after their teeth 
which has led us to learning about healthy eating. The children have enjoyed 
making their own salads and tasting some exotic fruits, and will be 
experiencing some more culinary creations as the term unfolds! 

KS1 had a magical, fairy tale adventurous start to our topic ‘The Scented 
Garden’. The children and adults dressed as fairy tale characters. There were 
lots of fun activities and we created a giant beanstalk, planted our own magic 
beans and played a guess the character game. Who knows, maybe there will 
be a giant’s castle and lots of treasure at the top of our beans!! We had 
support from parent helpers to create a large mural. The children were able to 
sequence the Fairy tale Jack and the Beanstalk. Everyone had a creative and 
enjoyable day. 

The Key Stage 2 children have had a rather wet start to the term! To launch our 
new topic - ‘Rivers Flow’, we spent a day in wellies exploring all things watery. 
Indoor activities included water-tasting (we found out that expensive bottled 
water does not taste any better than tap water) and water-art, where some 
beautiful images were created using felt-tip pens and a water wash. Once 
these had been completed, the real fun began! Miss Hornsey took groups into 
the nature area for pond-dipping. We found many amazing creatures, but our 
favourite had to be the curious little newts which lurked in the muddy depths. 
Luckily no one fell in, although our fishing nets were a little worse for wear 
once all the children had had a go.  Mrs Adams lead the most exciting activity 
where each group had to make their own river to flow across the field using 
huge rolls of tinfoil and buckets of water. The end of the day saw many happy, 
muddy children return home, with only 1 or 2 needing their ‘just-in-case’ 
change of clothes! 
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The Lucy Pages By Lucy Standbridge  

This month’s article is based on one discussion that took place on the 
Meppershall Notice Board Facebook page, about advertising events which take 
place in the village. 
One Facebook user posted on the Notice Board about how fantastic the social 
club’s St George’s Day disco was, but they felt that it was not as well supported 
by and attended as it should be. There were several 
responses to this including one person who had not seen 
anything advertised and suggested looking into this, to 
make events more known and hopefully more attended. 
Some of the further comments said “on numerous 
occasions the club has asked for ideas as to what type of 
events and functions people would like to happen, but no 
ideas are forthcoming” and “everyone and businesses can always improve. The 
social club is a great asset to the village”. 
I also asked two 15 year olds, Jack Coffey and Adam Palmer who live in the 
village, as well as Mr White who was in the social club when I interviewed him. 
They all said that they thought the summer fair is always excellently 
advertised, and they always attend, but other events not so much. 
Jack said “I think that the reason that the summer fair is always well known is 
because the adverts are eye catching, and it is advertised outside the village on 
the big sponsor boards, so driving to and through Meppershall they are visible 
out of car windows and then applying to a broader audience”.  Adam thought 
that the social club events could be better advertised such as covering on 
social media and perhaps using bolder posters around the village especially 
targeting towards potential new social club members. Mr White supported 
this, and added that on the Facebook page, there were several posts from 
surrounding villages advertising their events (such as Henlow) and he asked if 
we did this on their local advertising page. He also said “regular updates 
online, and plugging the same event multiple times (specifically whole village 
ones, such as New Year’s Disco) to gain attention and not be overtaken by 
events other posts”. Jack also said that he sees most of the advertising in the 
village shop and bakery, and most frequently when they are put on lampposts 
and he's walking past. This may also be a key place people see posters as there 
are a lot of walkers in the community. 
Hopefully, a possible new hall will bring the community even closer and use it 
more frequently, but the current village events still need the support from its 
residents. If there is something you wish to see, but currently is not held, put 
your ideas forward to the correct committee and with sufficient demand, they 
will usually do what they can to make the event happen.  
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Meppershall Village Forum 

#LOVE MEPPERSHALL 
 

Since the last issue of The Messenger, we have published the results 
from our third questionnaire on the Social and Recreational life of 
the village. The top findings have been published on our Twitter page 
(@mepvilforum) and on the Village Forum Facebook page 
(www.facebook.com/meppershallvillageforum), as well as on our 
Village Forum website which can be found at the following address: 
meppershallvillageforum.wordpress.com.  
 
Don't forget, you can either type this address in to access the 
website directly or go to the village website (meppershall.org) and 
click on the Forum link there. On the Village Forum website, you will 
not only find details of our top findings from this questionnaire, but 
also a link to a PDF containing a more detailed analysis of the results. 
You can also see the results from previous questionnaires, as well as 
the timetable for future surveys.  
 
If you don't have access to a computer, the top findings for 
Questionnaire Three are reproduced below and if you would like the 
full detail of the survey, please contact Paul Smith on 07715 572362. 
 
As our last questionnaire was a bumper one on Housing, the next 
questionnaire accompanying this issue of The Messenger is on 
Employment only. As always, it is also available online. You can find 
the link at any of our online sites, as detailed above. Please do keep 
your answers coming by completing and returning the 
questionnaires by whichever method is easiest for you. The more 
input we receive, the more useful our conclusions will be! 
 
Thank you, 
The Village Plan Review Group  
forum@meppershall.org  

https://twitter.com/hashtag/lovemeppershall
mailto:forum@meppershall.org
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Questionnaire Three Results - Social and Recreation 

 

Our Top Findings 

 

1. Some social amenities important to village life 

The vast majority of respondents said that the following amenities 
have a positive effect on village life in general, not just in 
Meppershall: 

 Community open spaces (97%) 
 Community hall (95%) 
 Pub (95%) 
 Outdoor play areas (91%) and outdoor sports facilities (79%) 
 Social club (85%) 
 Place of worship (83%) 
 Coffee shop / tea room (79%) 

 

2.  A desire for varied and attractive forms of hospitality 

The patronage of the existing licensed premises in Meppershall is 
low to moderate (27 to 56%), with The Airman being mostly used for 
food, the Social Club for quizzes and The Sugar Loaf for casual 
drinking and meetings. 

All three would benefit from the same improvements: a better 
overall décor and an atmosphere appealing to a wider patronage. 
Respondents also wish for good quality food to be served both at 
The Airman and at The Sugar Loaf. 

In addition, 83% of respondents said that they would patronise a 
tearoom / coffee shop if one were created in the village. 
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3. The existence of the Village Hall is appreciated, but there are 
many suggestions for improvement 

The usage of the Village Hall is low to moderate, with the 
Meppershall Players, the Parish Council meetings and private hire 
cited as the top three uses. It is worth noting that responses show 
great confusion between the Village Hall, the Social Club and some 
other group or club activities. Detailed findings will be provided to 
the Village Hall committee. 

4.  St Mary’s church is extremely important, but it needs to be 
warmer 

Respondents mostly attend St. Mary’s Church for baptisms, 
weddings and funerals, as well as for Christmas services, and 
regardless of any faith aspect, 98% consider St. Mary’s as an 
important historical building. 

Half of respondents said that their faith or belief system was 
important to their sense of social connection. Better heating is cited 
as a key area for improvement. Detailed findings will be provided to 
Rector Roni. 

5.  The outdoors communal facilities are widely used 

Foster’s Field and Old Road Meadow Nature Reserve (with their 
respective facilities) are widely used, as are the benches available 
throughout the village. A variety of additional recreational 
equipment would of interest to respondents. 

6.  Recreational activities 

94% of respondents have attended a Meppershall Summer Fair, 
while the Winter Fair and Fireworks, St. Mary’s events and 
performances by the Meppershall Players are also popular. 

Respondents also attend a variety of clubs / groups, and there is a 
desire for more exercise classes, and the resurgence of the WI 
Meppershall branch. 
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Parish Council Report  By Peter Chapman 

9th May 2016 

This was the statutory annual meeting of the Council at which the various 

positions on the Council are agreed. I am still the Chairman and John 
Parsons remains Vice Chairman, the representatives on the Village 
Hall Management Committee and the School Governors remain with 
David Foskett and John Thompson respectively. The spokesman on 
the working groups are now Paul Merryweather Environment and 
Leisure, Paul Smith Planning and Housing, myself Health and Safety, 
Roger Smith Highways, John Thompson Procedures and David 
Foskett Finance. 

During the informal part of the meeting Tony Brown Central Beds 
Councillors for Meppershall stated consultation on an Environmental 
Framework document was now taking place, information is available 
on the CBC website, the consultation on the Passenger Transport 
Strategy was still ongoing; later in the meeting the Clerk passed the 
papers on the subject to John Parsons to take forward. Further to 
previous request regarding the outstanding Council Tax payments 
Cllr Brown report another £4.4m in owed money had been received.   

Mrs. Primmett reported on two traffic incidents that had occurred 
outside the shop since the last meeting, one resulted in the Police 
having to attend due to one driver allegedly using force during the 
argument over who was going to reverse. 

During the past month 3 planning applications, outline for 6 
dwellings on land to the north of Shefford Road, alterations to 
windows and patio doors at the Nursing Home and the retrospective 
application for a garden climbing frame have been approved by CBC. 
Two applications have been received, an outline request for a 
development of 9 dwellings on New Close Nurseries, Fildyke Road 
where the Council had serious concerns regarding the access to the 
site and were responding accordingly. Also a porch extension at 24 
High Street to which the Council had no objections.  

The Council agreed the 2015/16 accounts and will now go for audit. 
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Highway – Jacobs have taken over from Amey as Highways 
maintainer for CBC but we await a new reporting system to be 
implemented hopefully by the time you read this. Proposals on how 
to improve the surface of Hoo Road once it becomes a track have 
been received and the various options will now be costed. 

A new seat to replace the life expired one in the High Street has been 
ordered. 

The annual weed killing in Old Road Meadow should have been 
completed by the time you read this. 

I reported on the Annual Parish Meeting where new housing and the 
speed of vehicles along with the congestion outside the shop were 
topics raised by the Parishioners present. 

The wheel has been removed from the allotment security gate so 
hopefully that will meet with the resident’s concerns regarding the 
noise. 

The PC received the latest report from the Parish Plan Group along 
with their plans for the next few months. Following comments from 
one member of the group at the Annual Parish meeting regarding 
possible quick fixes to some problems before the Plan is finalised the 
Council has asked the group to highlight some easy actions that 
could be taken. 

Unfortunately, a second attempt, this time by a group independent 
from the PC, has failed in its bid have the Sugar Loaf designated a 
Village Asset but they are still trying by obtaining more written 
evidence. 

That meeting is on Monday 13th June 2015 at 7.45pm in the Village 
Hall. 

Peter Chapman 

Chairman Meppershall Parish Council – chairman@meppershall.org 
  

  

mailto:chairman@meppershall.org
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Village Hall Development Update – June 2016  

The planning application for the development has been submitted. It can be 
viewed on the Central Bedfordshire website, and the application reference is 
CB/16/01769/FULL. The Consultation Period expires on the 17th June 2016. 

The plan for the new Village Hall is as displayed at the most recent exhibitions 
in April, and follows extensive consultation and research by the Trustees with 
user groups, individuals, and groups operating similar community buildings in 
the area. 

The new building will a have custom designed Pre-School room and play area 
with extended opening hours together with a larger and lighter Social Club 
area with a bar, with an adjoining games / meeting room. The new hall, 
complete with stage and theatre lighting is large enough to accommodate 
Carpet Bowls, Tea Dances, Bingo, Disco's, Plays, Pantomimes and Private 
Functions. The Hall is also served by a Function Bar and Catering Kitchen.  
 
Attached to the hall is a Sport England compliant Changing Room with separate 
changing and showers for Home and Away Teams and a Referee. This facility 
can also be used for indoor sports, or theatre productions. 
 
Outside the Community Facilities provide full size and junior football pitches 
together with a cricket square. A new small children's enclosed play area is 
being installed near the social club and existing MUGA. The young person’s 
play equipment is being refreshed and relocated. On the North East side is an 
area set aside as a non-denominational cemetery. 
 
On the western side of the public footpath there will be housing development 
of 78 homes which will include 12 new affordable homes and a range of 2 to 5 
bedroom properties 
 
The Trustees believe that Meppershall needs a hall that meets the current and 
future needs of the community, and unfortunately the current hall no longer 
fulfils that purpose. The Trustees consider that this planned development 
offers the only realistic solution to providing the appropriate and sustainable 
Community Facilities Meppershall requires.  

Trustees of Meppershall Village Hall. 

  

http://www.centralbedfordshire.gov.uk/PLANTECH/DCWebPages/acolnetcgi.gov?ACTION=UNWRAP&RIPNAME=Root.PgeResultDetail&TheSystemkey=597120
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Meppershall Summer Fair    

Meppershall Summer Fair 

Saturday 25th June 2016 

1pm-5pm 

Free Entry 

Keep this date free and come along for an afternoon of fun. 
Don’t miss 

9 times British aerobatic champion Mark Jefferies perform at 3pm. 
Wymondham Falconry displaying their wide range of birds. 

Hemlock Morris Dancers 
The Meppershall Bake Off 

Other entertainment will include: 
Classic Cars 

Beer Tent and new for this year, Champagne Tent 
Tea Tent 

Children’s Entertainment including fairground rides and inflatables 
Have a go at Maypole Dancing and Circus Skills 

Scrufts Dog Show 
Lifestyle Marquee with crafts and unique wares 

Grand Raffle with some fantastic prizes 
Live music from RF2 
Shefford Majorettes 

Tug of war 
And lots more 

It’s your village fair, let’s make it the best yet! 
 

Contact Kim Tyler kim@randall-tyler.org.uk Tel: 0795 255 7203 
Follow us on Facebook and Twitter 

Facebook: Meppershall Summer Fair and Autumn Fireworks 
Twitter: @MeppershallFair 

  

https://www.bing.com/images/search?q=mixing+bowl+drawing&view=detailv2&&id=A838CE424DD232F4299E88CC7FCC32ECB4BDBEB2&selectedIndex=4&ccid=NLQ0W8Mi&simid=608038791631931779&thid=OIP.M34b4345bc32240e5e52ea9cd98ab3617H0
https://www.bing.com/images/search?q=champagne+drawing&view=detailv2&&id=907777B1B237169CAD6B06166E34941D226D9709&selectedIndex=12&ccid=B4k94d4F&simid=608039165291725738&thid=OIP.M07893de1de05d9f0876b2e6c4f69c81do0
mailto:kim@randall-tyler.org.uk
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Shefford Leisure Group By Enid Pamment  

June 2016 

At the end of May our group returned from the Dutch 
Waterways Cruise.  We had been collected by our very 
friendly driver and tour guide Pam punctually from 
three points in Shefford. We were soon on our way to 
Dover and the Channel Tunnel to Calais. We continued 
our journey by coach to Amsterdam, where we met 
the MS Esmeralda, a fairly small riverboat cruiser.  The 
ship was inviting, comfortable, beautifully clean, and 
the staff and food excellent. We were all looked after very well and nothing 
was too much trouble.  Everyone was soon relaxed but ready for a good night’s 
sleep!   

Unfortunately the weather was not too kind as there was a chill in the air, but 
most of us ventured into Amsterdam as it was their ‘special day’ and everyone 
was selling hats, scarves all in orange to make the occasion.  It was lovely to 
see the families out enjoying themselves.  Soon we were back on the 
Esmerelda for lunch and our sailing to Dordrecht in the afternoon cruising to 
Antwerp, from Antwerp we cruised to Ghent where we met our coach to take 
us to Bruges – the fascinating ‘Venice of the North’. Several of us took the 
opportunity to have a ‘trot’ around Bruges in a carriage pulled by two horses.  
The horses were brilliant and did not need to be told where to go!  Back to the 
Esmerelda and cruising our way to the busy port of Rotterdam, again the coach 
was waiting to take us to Delft and then we were homeward bound.  Everyone 
enjoyed the holiday however, the weather was rather cold and did find the 
scenery ‘industrial’ rather than ‘pretty’.  Certainly we had some laughs and an 
enjoyable few days together.  

KEECH HOSPICE CARE FOR CHILDREN 
We have booked a slot on Wednesday 22nd June at 2pm on their Visitor’s Day, 
this is most interesting to see just how much they have achieved and how they 
can help families in Hertfordshire, Bedfordshire and Milton Keynes.  The 
Wanderbus is available for a small charge to cover cost.  Only a limited number 
of people are allowed at any one time. 
 
Raffles are held and all the proceeds are for Keech Hospice Care for Children.  
For further information regarding dates, prices and availability or to receive 
our monthly newsletter, please contact Enid on 01462 851397 or e-mail 
enid.pamment@gmail.com.  

mailto:enid.pamment@gmail.com
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FORTHCOMING EVENTS (At a Glance) 2016 

Dad’s Army/Bressingham Steam Museum Thursday 2nd  June 

Guys & Dolls MK Theatre (Matinee Performance) Wednesday 15th June   

Visit to Keech Hospice Care (limited seats)  Wednesday 22nd June  

NEW: Killer Live (Michael Jackson) – MK Theatre –  Saturday 9th July 2016 

Sandringham Flower Show Wednesday 27th July 

BBC Country File Live - Blenheim Palace   Thursday 4th August  

Cotswolds - Chavenage House Tuesday 16th August  

A Day by the Brighton Seaside in August Sunday 21st August    

Sunny Afternoon - MK Theatre (Matinee performance) Wednesday 31st August 

Twist & Shout at Wickstead Park, with lunch and 
afternoon tea 

Tuesday 13th September 

Torquay - TLH Hotels - The Derwent Hotel Mon 10th – Fri 15th October 

Thursford Christmas Spectacular (Matinee) Friday 11th November 

NEW The Nutcracker – MK Theatre –  November date TBA 

Turkey & Tinsel - Eastbourne Daish’s ‘Flagship’ Hotel 
The Claremont 

Thursday 1st December 
to Monday 5th December 

Anglesey Abbey - Winter Lights Sunday 11th December 

Oh What a Christmas Cracker, at Wickstead Park Tuesday 20th December 

LONDON SHOWS CURRENTLY AVAILABLE (with Stevenage Group Travel)  
(Coach leaving Shefford at 11:15am, unless stated otherwise) 

JERSEY BOYS – Frankie Valli & Four Seasons - Piccadilly 
Theater – Stall Seats 

Tuesday 7th June 

Brick Lane Musical - Entertainment with afternoon 
cream tea 

Thursday 9th June, leaving 
Shefford at 10.15am 

WICKED – Apollo Victoria Theatre – Stall Seats Wednesday 22nd June,  

BEAUTIFUL - Carole King Musical - Aldwych Theatre, 
Stall Seats 

Thursday 23rd June 

MAMMA MIA – Novello Theatre – Stall Seats Thursday 30rd June 

SHOW BOAT – New London Theatre – Stall Seats Thursday 7th July, leaving Shefford 
at 10.30am 

THE RAILWAY CHILDREN – Kings Cross Theatre (built 
around the train track!) 

Wednesday 27th July, leaving 
Shefford at 10:45am 

BRICK LANE MUSIC HALL CHRISTMAS SHOW Wednesday 23rd November, 
leaving Shefford at 10:15am 

 

Please telephone for availability and prices of any outings or shows listed 
above.  For all holidays, which includes transport and hotel accommodation, 
Shefford Leisure Group acts as an agent for the Tour Operator, their terms and 
conditions apply.  Shefford Leisure Group is open to everyone in the local 
community, who feel they would like to join us on our ventures and see places 
they would not see under their own steam.  We are always happy to meet new 
friends. 
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The Meppershall Players By Karen Mitchell  

 

‘What’s Hapnin’ on the stage at the Little Hapnin village hall where the local drama 
group are fearlessly rehearsing anything and everything they can think of despite all 
the obstacles placed before them. One of the group’s biggest obstacles (other than 
Gloria) is the ambitious productions they try to perform, ably assisted by the long 
suffering village hall caretaker, Harry. 

Will their various productions reach the pinnacle of perfection envisaged by Gloria or 
go horribly wrong, like most of their productions? Will Harry soldier on, or become 
just one more casualty of the Little Hapnin Players’ theatricals?  

For the answers to these questions and many more, come and see The Meppershall 
Players’ in ‘WHAT’S HAPNIN’,  a comedy by Karen Mitchell. 

Tickets are on sale NOW at Roger’s Bakery Meppershall. Tickets cost £10 & £8 
Concessions for performances on Friday 17th & Saturday 18th June. Curtain up 
7.45pm. Friday night is a Charity performance in aid of Shefford Methodist Church 
‘Raise The Roof’ fund. Please support this very worthy cause.  

The Players will be attending The S.T.M.A. Summer Fair at Digswell Park Shefford on 
Sunday 5th June, open 1pm-5pm, & The Meppershall Summer Fair on Saturday 25th 
June, open 1pm-5pm, with our something-for-everyone Tombola, and much more. 
Stop by, say hello and meet the players; we’re a friendly bunch.   

The Players’ A.G.M. is on Wednesday 29th June at 7.45pm; doors open at 7.30pm. 
Open to all, this is a great time to meet the Players.  

The Meppershall Players are on Facebook (Meppershall Players Community) Insta-
gram, Twitter, Meppershall Village Hall Website, the list is endless, also the Players’ 
notice board in the front foyer of Meppershall Village Hall. 

The Players are always welcoming to new members. Every one pitches in to make 
our rehearsals and productions fun. We encourage people to have a go at any part of 
a theatrical production they feel they want to participate in.  If you want to see what 
we’re about, just drop in to the hall any Wednesday evening. You don’t need a 
formal invitation, just walk in and say hello (we really are a friendly bunch). 

The Players meet every Wednesday evening at 7.30pm at the Village Hall. 
Membership is currently free and we welcome people from the age of 9 to 90+. To 
indulge in all areas of theatrical performances, set building, costumes, directing, 
acting, make-up, song & dance    

Interested? We look forward to meeting you.               

 

Karen Mitchell (Players’ Secretary) 01462 816336  
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Meppershall Players “What’s Hapnin” Poster 
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Notices   

Bedford Model Engineering Society Summerfield Miniature Railway 
Off the A600 just past Haynes Turn 

Public Running Days in 2016 from 10.30.AM to 4 PM 

JUNE Wednesday 1st (half 
term)* 

 SEPTEMBER Sunday 4th 

 Sunday 12th   Sunday 18th 

 Sunday 26th   OCTOBER Sunday 9th 

JULY Sunday 10th   Sunday 23rd  
 Sunday 24th   Wednesday 26th (half 

term)* 
AUGUST Wednesday 3rd   DECEMBER Saturday & Sunday 3rd  & 

4th Santa Specials – pre-
booking essential 

 Wednesday 10th   
 Wednesday 17th   

 Sunday 28th    

 Bank Holiday Monday 
29th  

   

*on our half term openings in April, June & October, only limited catering will be available. 
 

‘TRUGS & TROWELS’  

Campton Gardening Club 
 

Our next meeting will be on 

Monday, 6th June - Campton Village Hall, 7.30-9.00pm 

Everyone Welcome - Admission £1.50 

For more information, please contact…  Maryika 01462 851729 

 

Meppershall Good Neighbours Group 
The Gnomes would like to hear from you if: 
* You have recently moved to Meppershall and would like one of our 

welcome packs 
* You would like our help 
* You would like to join us. 
Call our helpline: 07760  793921  or 
Come to our coffee morning at 10.45 on the 2nd Thursday of each month at the 
New Meppershall Care Home on Shefford Road. 
You can also find Meppershall Good Neighbours on Facebook   

  

 

https://www.facebook.com/meppershallgoodneighbour/
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The Meppershall – Peru Connection?  

The Messenger has been sent an item of interest by Noreen Cousins who 
spotted it in a publication from St. Francis Parish Church of Shefford.  The 
following information appears with their permission. 

The Diocesan Archivist in at St Francis recently has had a letter from a lady 
living in Sweden who is seeking information about her ancestors. They may 
have been living in Meppershall in the late 1800’s.  I include the piece in case 
there are any local historians or geaneologists who have done research that 
could help her.  Even if one cannot, I find it a fascinating tale which shows 
Meppershall connecting to the wider world.  I reproduce the letter below. 

Let me introduce myself, my name is Annette Dünkelberg, living 
in Sweden, looking for my Peruvian ancestors, of which two 
daughters seemed to have been baptised in Meppershall – July 
20, 1879.  I suppose the family spent some time when travelling 
between Europe and Peru. 

I have sent a letter to St Francis Roman Catholic Church in 
Shefford which was nicely passed on to the Rector of 
Meppershall who in turn gave it to Sue Chapman who very 
nicely contacted me, giving me this e-mail address.  I have also 
received a nice, but negative reply from St Francis Shefford 
whose records only go from 1909. 

The Diocesan Archivist commented “It is clear, however, and this is really 
intriguing, that there were at least three Peruvian (or at least Spanish-named) 
families living in this tiny rural-Bedfordshire village in the late 19th century.  
This is obvious from other genealogical sites.  I can find no reference at all on 
the internet as to why this should be”.  The Archivist went on to suggest that 
Annette make further enquires to the Bedfordshire Records Office and the 
Meppershall Village website. 

From my viewpoint, the story adds a touch of colour to the history of our 
village – it is clear that that it wasn’t just Paddington bear that came over to 
England!  If any reader with an interest in genealogy who could help or has any 
information that could throw light on this mystery, I suggest that they contact 
St Francis Church (they have an e-mail form on their website) in the first place.   

  

http://www.catholicdirectory.org/Catholic_Information.asp?ID=56078
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Meppershall Calendar of Events    

June 

Day Date What's on When Where 
Thursday 2 Evergreens 2:15-4:00pm The Sugarloaf 

Saturday 4 Karen's Karaoke 8:00pm Social Club 

Thursday 9 GNOMES Coffee 
morning 

10:45-
11:45am 

New Meppershall 
Care Home 

Friday  Wine tasting evening 
(see poster - page 31) 

7:30pm Meppershall 
Academy 

Saturday 11 Car Treasure Hunt & 
Barbecue 

4.30pm  Social Club 

Sunday 12 Second Sunday Stroll 
(possible a “double”) 

2:15pm St Mary’s 

Sunday 12 Paul Carne's Quiz 
Night 

7:30pm Social Club 

Thursday 16 Evergreens 2:15-4:00pm The Sugarloaf 
Friday 17 Meppershall Players: 

“What’s Hapnin” 
7:30pm 
Curtain 7:45 

Village Hall 

Saturday 18 Meppershall Players: 
“What’s Hapnin” 

7:30pm 
Curtain 7:45 

Village Hall 

Sunday 19 Father’s day   

Saturday 25 Meppershall Summer 
Fair 

1:00pm-
5:00pm 

Village Hall 
Playing fields 

 

July 

Day Date What's on When Where 

Saturday 2 Karen's Karaoke 8:00pm Social Club 
Thursday 7 Evergreens 2:15-4:00pm The Sugarloaf 

Saturday  9 Meppershall Village 
Quiz QE90 Special (£5 
per table - teams of 6) 

7:00pm for 
7:30pm 

Village Hall 

Thursday 14 GNOMES Coffee 
morning 

10:45-
11:45am 

New Meppershall 
Care Home 

Thursday 21 Evergreens 2:15-4:00pm The Sugarloaf 

Saturday 23 Buffet Bingo followed 
by Karaoke 

TBA Social Club 

Also see the calendar on the village website  

http://www.meppershall.org/index.php/meppershall-calendar/month.calendar/2016/06/22/-
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Meppershall Social Club –June and July  

 
* BINGO Every Friday Night   
Doors open 6.45pm eyes down 7.15pm.  
Members free, Non-members £1 entrance fee. 
 
* CLUB SOUND KARAOKE  
Saturday 4th June 8pm-Late and Saturday 2nd July 8pm-late.  
Sing-a-long to your favourite songs, at this fun-for-everyone evening 
in a relaxed and friendly atmosphere.   
 
* PAUL CARNE’S QUIZ NIGHT  
Sunday 12th June 7.30pm start. Paul Carne our resident quizmaster, 
with a highly entertaining quiz for all the family. £1 per person entry 
fee, no set number in team (you can have as few or as many as you 
like in your team). 50-50 split of entrance fee, half to charity half to 
the winning team. Non-Members welcome. 
 
*SNOOKER at the Social Club  
with two well-maintained tables Club members can play every 
evening when the club is open. For more information pop into the 
Social Club any evening, or contact The Club after 8pm on 01462 
817359. Club opens 8pm; we look forward to seeing you. 
 
*Saturday 11th June Car Treasure Hunt & Barbecue  
4.30pm for 5pm start.  Entry fee £5 per person includes food. Great 
fun for all the family. 
 
*Saturday 23rd July Buffet Bingo, followed by Karaoke 
Members free, Non-members £1 entrance fee. 
 
More Events at the Club in next month’s issue. 
MEMBERSHIP for 2016 is due now (pick up a form at the Club).  
Meppershall Social Club 01462 817359 after 8pm. 
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Meppershall Village Quiz  
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GNOMES 
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Financial Matters  By Paul Savuto 

Financial protection for you and your family 

With the abundance of choice, how will you make the right decisions? 

With so many different protection options available, making the right decision 
to protect your personal and financial situation can seem overwhelming. There 
is a plethora of protection solutions which could help ensure that a lump sum, 
or a replacement income, becomes available to you in the event that it is 
needed. 

We can make sure that you are able to take the right decisions to deliver peace 
of mind for you and your family in the event of death, if you are too ill to work, 
require care or if you are diagnosed with a critical illness. 

Protecting your financial plan 

Whole-of-Life:  Provides a guaranteed lump sum paid to your estate in the 
event of your premature death. To avoid inheritance tax and probate delays, 
policies should be set up under an appropriate trust. 
Level term: Provides a lump sum for your beneficiaries in the event of your 
death over a specified term. You choose the sum insured and the policy term, 
which is guaranteed at the outset and remains unchanged throughout the 
term. 
Family income benefit: Provides a replacement income for beneficiaries on 
your premature death. In the event of a claim, income can be paid monthly, 
quarterly or annually, and under current rules the income is tax-free. 
Decreasing term: Provides a lump sum in the event of your premature death to 
cover a reducing liability for a fixed period, such as a repayment mortgage. 
Critical illness: Provides a tax-free lump sum if you are diagnosed with 
suffering from one of a number of specified ‘critical’ illnesses during the term. 
Some life assurance companies offer to cover you for both death and critical 
illness and will pay out the guaranteed benefit on the first event to occur. 
Income protection Insurance: Provides a percentage of your lost income 
caused by an illness, accident or disability. Rates vary according to the dangers 
associated with your occupation, age, state of health and gender. 
Long-term care Insurance: Can be either immediate care provided when you 
actually need care, or pre-funded care provided in advance in case you need 
care in the future. 
Planning for retirement: What income should you aim for to maintain your 
current lifestyle? 
Retirement may seem a long way off but are you saving enough now for a 
comfortable retirement in the future? A general rule of thumb suggests that  
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you should aim for a retirement income of two-thirds of the amount you would 
expect to be earning at the end of your career. 

It can be hard to plan for tomorrow in this current climate of austerity when 
we’re busy living for today, but if you begin planning and saving now you’ll 
have more options in the future. 

Sufficient income with the state pension and some private pensions falling 
short in terms of what they provide in retirement, can you rely on these alone 
to provide sufficient income? The decline in the state pension over recent 
decades and the diminution of the final salary scheme sector have left millions 
to fend for themselves in their retirement provision, though many will still 
enjoy some contributory support from their employer. 

Simple concept. You’ll be surprised at the big difference it can make to your 
savings if you start saving early. This is because of ‘compounding’.  
Compounding is a simple concept. When you invest money you earn interest 
or income on your capital. Then next year you earn on both your original 
capital and the interest from the first year, and so on. It’s the snowball effect – 
as your capital ‘rolls down the hill,’ it becomes bigger and bigger. The earlier 
you start investing, the more time you have for compounding to take effect. 

Preserve your savings. The closer you get to retirement, the greater the need 
to preserve your savings and ensure they will last all through your retirement. 
This is also a time to consider what changes you may need to make to your 
investments as you approach retirement. 

People are living longer, so you’ll need to make sure your money lasts as long 
as you do. It’s also crucial to make the right investment decisions now to 
ensure that over time your money will keep pace with the threat of rising 
inflation. Ensure your pension plans are on track. 

Do you know the answers to these questions? 
Are you paying enough into your pension?  
What income is your pension fund likely to buy you in retirement?  
At what age will you be able to afford to retire? 
Where is your money invested?  
How will you draw an income at retirement? 
As part of our service we also take the time to understand our clients’ unique 
retirement planning needs and circumstances, so that we can provide you with 
the most suitable solutions in the most cost-effective way. For a free financial 
health check, please contact Paul Savuto, AFPS, Chartered Financial Planner. 
DGS Independent Financial Advisers Ltd. 07834 499595 or email 
ps@dgsifa.com.  I’m based in Meppershall and I’ll be happy to talk to you.  

mailto:ps@dgsifa.com
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Film Review – A Bigger Splash By Carlie Newman  

One that is worth catching is A BIGGER SPLASH (cert. 15 2 hrs. 5 mins), which is 
an intelligent film made for adults with a superb cast of brilliant actors. What 

more can you ask for? Well, you can 
ask for a well-written script with 
humour and seriousness combined, 
which you have got here and a story 
that has some mystery and unfolds 
in a fascinating way. 

On the small island of Pantelleria - 
between Sicily and Tunisia - we find 
rock star Marianne (Tilda Swinton) 
and her partner Paul (Matthias 
Schoenaerts). They are enjoying a 

restful period of love-making and swimming in their lovely pool while 
Marianne recovers from a throat operation. Banned from speaking she 
whispers to Paul. Suddenly Marianne's ex-lover, Harry (Ralph Fiennes), a very 
extrovert record producer, bursts in on them. Harry soon takes charge and 
wants to get back with Marianne. Penelope makes a play for Paul. The film 
deals with the relationship between the four and leads to a highly charged 
conclusion. 

You can also ask for lovely scenery and this you get with the cinematographer, 
Yorick Le Saux, making the most of the unusual landscape and the light and 
shade on the land and also on the pool. A lovely sight, too, are the clothes 
devised by Giulia Piersanti and worn by Swinton. 

The most fascinating aspect of the whole film, however, is the characters and 
Luca Guadagnino directs his wonderful cast with just the right approach to 
both the people and the story. Swinton is majestic as the rock star who has 
found real love with new partner Paul. Paul is played with truthfulness by 
Schoenaerts, who, while feeling grateful to Harry for having introduced him to 
Marianne, is determined to hang on to her. Johnson is a revelation - quietly 
watchful she oozes youthful sexuality and is attractive to all. Fiennes shows a 
new side: he is loud and brash and full of confidence in his own abilities. 
Whether he is jumping unashamedly naked into the swimming-pool or leading 
his little group on another mini-adventure, he knows how to manipulate 
people and the situation. He boasts of working with the Rolling Stones and 
there is quite a bit of their music in the film. His dancing is so outrageously 
amusing that it is worthy of a prize in its own right. First shown at the London 
Film Festival 2015, the film is strongly recommended. Rating ****  
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Birthdays in June   

 
A very happy birthday to those of you 

celebrating birthdays in June 
 

Max Curtis who will be 6 on the 1st  
Molly Curtis who will be 6 on the 1st  

Vinnie Simpkins who will be 11 on the 1st 
Abbie Bradshaw who will be 13 on the 3rd 

Niamh Fairweather who will be 14 on the 3rd 
Abigail Lougher who will be 14 on the 4th 

Aliyah Vara who will be 15 on the 5th 
Lewis Savuto who will be 14 on the 10th 

Alison Watson who will be 12 on the 14th 
Louis Fairy who will be 15 on the 22nd 

Liberty Simpkins who will be 15 on the 22nd 
Tayla Woodcock who will be 10 on the 25th 
Monica Steeley who will be 13 on the 26th 

William Lambley who will be 10 on the 28th 
Finn Rose who will be 11 on the 30th 

 
 

If you are under 16 and would like your name added to 
the birthday page, please call Louise Hutson on 814148  

or email at louhuts@gmail.com 
 

Significant Events   

Harold Calver will be 98 on the 14th of June 
Joyce Harris will be 88 on the 26th June 
Joan Wood will be 86 on the 28th June 

 

Many congratulations to all those with birthdays this month. 

If you know of a significant event in the village, please let the Editor know: we 
are looking for things to celebrate!  80th, 90th and 100th birthdays we mark with 
the presentation of a cake from The Messenger.  We would also love to hear 
about big anniversaries or any other cause to celebrate.  
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Leftover from Christmas?   

 

We had 24 bottles of whiskey in our store cupboard and we were 
told to empty the contents down the sink – or else! So we said we 
would. 

We pulled the cork from the first bottle and poured the contents 
down the sink, with the exception of one glass which we drank. 

We pulled the cork from the second bottle and did likewise – with 
the exception of one glass which we drank. 

We pulled the cork from the third bottle and poured the contents 
down the sink, with the exception of one glass which we drank. 

We pulled the cork from the forth sink and poured the bottle down 
the glass, which we drank. 

We pulled the bottle from the next glass and drank all but one sink of 
it, throwing the rest down the cork. 

We pulled the sink from the next bottle and poured the cork from 
the glass, then we corked the sink with the glass, bottled the drink 
and drank the pour. 

When we had emptied everything, we steadied the building with one 
hand, counted bottles, corks, glasses and sinks with the others, 
which were 53, and as the building came by we counted them again, 
and finally had all the building in one bottle which we drank. 

We are not under the affluence of incohol as some thinkle peep we 
are, nor are we haff so think as we drunk we are, but we fool so 
feelish we don’t know who is us, and the drunker we stand here the 
longor we get. 

From Trevor Wilkinson 
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Pre-School Ponderings – June   

 

In May we spent a lot of time outside, and a lot of time enjoying all our 
favourite books. The children particularly enjoyed the many visits to the 
allotment to plant and then nurture potatoes, carrots, beans; tomatoes etc., 
and tend to the strawberry patch and wild flower garden; not leaving out a bit 
of good old fashioned trudging in mud. Wellie's being the essential ingredient 
for a successful visit! With all this fine weather we also made the most of our 
outdoor area with lots of sensory water and sand play, as well as physical and 
creative play. This month we will be continuing with our favourite stories 
theme, celebrating the Queen's 90th Birthday, enjoying our mini sports day, 
and preparing all our older children for starting school in September. We will 
have visits to and from Meppershall Academy, and hold morning registration 
time to give them an in-site into big school life. This year we also have more 
photos of things at big school, and resources so the children can role play going 
to school and familiarise themselves with their next step to make it less 
daunting. 

We are very much looking forward to Meppershall Summer Fair on 25th June. 
Meppershall Pre-school will be running a stall with a bottle hoopla for all the 
family which has become a firm favourite, and also a new pirate treasure dig 
for the children. If you would like to donate any bottles of bubbly or bubble 
bath please do pop along anytime, it will be greatly appreciated. 

We now only have a few places left to fill at Meppershall Pre-school. If your 
little one has turned 2 and is ready to make new friends and enjoy our 
stimulating, safe environment, or if you would like to enrol them for 
September please ring Tamsin our fantastic leader during session time on the 
number below for more information. We are open every morning from 9:15 till 
12:15, and each Monday, Wednesday and Friday afternoon from 12:15 till 3:15 
(term time only). 

 
 

 
 

  

Meppershall Pre-school is a thriving village Pre-school with its very own 
 ‘Mini Diggers’ allotment. We take up to 24 children in each session from in and around the 
surrounding areas.  Priority is given to funded children, and we have limited spaces for two 

year olds. 
Please ring Tamsin on 07816 357159, email tamsin@meppershall-ps.co.uk, 

or visit www.meppershall-ps.co.uk to find out more about the Early Years Foundation Stage 
and exceptional care we offer. 

Ofsted Registration Number: 219293                                          Registered Charity: 1031913 
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Meppershall Garden Club   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We have all noticed the fast growth of the plants in our 
gardens over the last month, and with a few hot and sunny 
days we have been able to spend more time outside. 
Hopefully all the frosts have now passed and following 
that hardening off period we can plant out our seedlings. 

As gardeners we have so many choices - It’s good to be 
able to consider the many different ways to source our 
plants and related products. There are a wide range of 
suppliers from local growers & nurseries to national 
garden centres, gardeners-associations & societies to on-
line providers. The list is endless. 

Recently our members enjoyed visiting two of the above - 
a garden centre and a nursery in St. Albans: 

First we went to Burston where in addition to seeing a 
wide variety of plants we were also able to investigate the 
endless plant related products available.  Their range of 
planters was extensive, we found it so much better to see 
them in ‘real life’ than ’on line’ - We had the opportunity 
to look closely at the product, see its quality and even try 
plants in them.   

One of our favourite plants was a Willow tree which had 
been grown with its stems plaited. We wondered how 
many years it had taken to get to the 6 foot plant we were 
admiring. Burston also have an aquatic and reptile centre 
on site. Unfortunately we did not have time to visit these. 

Our second visit was to Aylett Nurseries. This year the 
Aylett family celebrate 60 years of growing. They started 
with Dahlias - these are their flagship. Aylett’s have won 
numerous awards for their Dahlias.  We found a huge 
variety of them available in their nursery, each one had a 
colour photograph showing it when in flower – this helped 
us to select the right ones. 

In addition to the garden plants, we found that their 
houseplant selection was one of the best we have seen in 
years. 

Anne-Marie and Kim 

Linda Parker  

01462 815114     

Kim Lee Tyler 

01462 811750 

 

Email address: 
meppershallgardenclub@hotmail.
co.uk 
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Meppershall Academy Wine Tasting Evening  
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Meppershall Speed Watch    

What is Speed Watch?  You may have seen the Meppershall 
volunteers operating a Community Speed Watch in Shefford Rd and it is 
valuable that residents understand more about the scheme run under 
the auspices of Bedfordshire Police.  

The scheme is to help people reduce traffic speeding 
through their neighbourhood, extremely relevant with 
the long roads we have through Meppershall.  

Excessive speed through neighbourhoods is one of 
the most common issues raised with Councillors and 
has an impact not only on road safety but on the 
quality of life for those residents that endure it. 

The scheme enables trained volunteers to work 
within their community to raise awareness of the 
dangers of speeding and to help control the problem locally. 

The Process Community Speed Watch seeks to promote safer driving 
in our local communities by educating rather than prosecuting 
individuals. 

The volunteers run a session noting the date, time, colour, make, model 
and registration number of any vehicles exceeding the speed limit.  

The results will then be forwarded to the Bedfordshire Police (in a 
30mph zone only those drivers recording 35mph and above will be 
submitted) who will then arrange for the registered keeper of the vehicle 
to be written to, informing them that the vehicle was detected exceeding 
the speed limit, giving the location, date and time. Persistent speeders 
will receive a second letter but on the third occasion they can expect 
further action to be taken by the police. In high incident areas 
Bedfordshire Police may also undertake speed checks resulting in 
drivers being prosecuted. 

In Meppershall, as an example, a session was run from 17.30 to 18.45 
on a Wednesday evening in Shefford Road, (vehicles coming into the 
village from Shefford direction) and out of 156 vehicles, 18 vehicles were 
registered as exceeding 35mph with the highest, a large 4x4 vehicle, at 
46mph!! A further 24 vehicles were driving between 31mph and 34mph – 
so nearly 30% of vehicles exceeded the speed limit at a time when 
residents of all ages are still out and about including children, joggers 
and cyclists. 

So we ask all residents to be totally respectful of the speed limit through 
our village and please help us to keep Meppershall safe. 

PS – Any volunteers? Please contact the Editor.  
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Seen a problem on our roads? 

From Central Bedfordshire E-mail alerts 

 

You will now be able to report highways issues more quickly and easily and 
track the progress through a new online system which we’ve launched in 
partnership with Ringway Jacobs.   
The new reporting system provides the following user friendly elements: 

 Efficient- see potholes already reported by other people so you don’t 
need to report something we already know about and you can see the 
latest update on progress . 

 Feedback – You will receive a unique reference number for their report 
that can be used with our new ‘Track It’ tool to monitor progress. 

Issues reported online are sent immediately to a Highway Engineer so the 
process of inspecting the problem and investigating it can start without delay.  
The new online reporting system adapts automatically to work on mobiles and 
tablets so you can use it when you are out and about. You can even take and 
upload a picture to give the engineers more information about the report. 
For more information about the reporting system please visit our website.  
It's not just potholes 
We all hate potholes but they’re not the only issue you can report online. You 
can also report: 

 faulty street lights 
 drainage and flooding problems 
 overgrown trees and hedges 
 obstructions in roads 
 road signs 

Remember if what you see on our roads is an emergency please call 0300 300 
8049. You can see a video of what you can report on our YouTube channel 
  

http://links.govdelivery.com/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbXNpZD0mYXVpZD0mbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTYwNTIwLjU5MjUyNTExJm1lc3NhZ2VpZD1NREItUFJELUJVTC0yMDE2MDUyMC41OTI1MjUxMSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTE2ODU4MDQ3JmVtYWlsaWQ9bWlrZS5tY2Nvbm5lbGxAdmlyZ2luLm5ldCZ1c2VyaWQ9bWlrZS5tY2Nvbm5lbGxAdmlyZ2luLm5ldCZ0YXJnZXRpZD0mZmw9Jm12aWQ9JmV4dHJhPSYmJg==&&&104&&&http://www.centralbedfordshire.gov.uk/transport/report/highways-fault.aspx?utm_source=marketing&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=high
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Where My Caravan Has Rested By Denis Neilson  

Australia Trip (Part 10)  Townsville 

Despite our previous experience of boat tours, we took another to a small 
island just off Whitehaven Beach (well some 20 kms off) which is noted for its 
population of butterflies.  The crossing was much better and when we landed 
we went for a walk. The island lived up to its reputation for indeed there were 
many butterflies.  It was impossible to count them, some, large some small and 
all fantastically coloured. We had a shock when we got back to the caravan 
that night.  We had inadvertently left one of the overhead lights on, which we 
had turned to face the mirror so that it gave a better light.  What we had not 
realised was that the bulb was almost touching the wood to which the mirror 
was attached. The heat from the bulb had scorched the veneer and the panel 
felt fairly hot.  How much longer before it burst into flames was anyone's 
guess. Needless to say we redirected the light and made sure all was switched 
off before venturing out again! 

We eventually made it to Townsville, arriving in the middle of a Greek festival.  
Lots of food stalls, music, dancing and competitions going on.  One of the 
competitions was paddling, in what I can only call, a South Sea boat.  It was 
single hulled with a float on one side connected to the hull by 2 poles. It really 
looked hard work to paddle. Each boat had a crew of 4 who each had a paddle 
and they raced on the sea over a distance of about a mile.  They had 
tremendous encouragement from the crowds lining the race route. Lots of 
shouting and cheering and banner waving but the crews looked very tired at 
the finish.   

Near to where we were staying was a place called Pallendra, where there are 
walks amongst trees and shrubs and, according to the guide book, an 
abundance of wildlife.  We hoped we would be able to see a cassowary in the 
wild but the only abundant wildlife we saw was a Brahami Kite, one wallaby, 
and thousands of butterflies, plenty of persistent flies and horrible ‘bitey’ 
things which our hats successfully repelled. Within the park we came across a 
sign that indicated the area had been some form of quarantine station.  There 
was a graveyard with 18 graves of Vietnamese who had arrived in Australia in 
the 1920's and, in a period of less than 7 days, had perished from Meningitis. 
So much for their venture to the new world for a better life.  Not only were 
they in danger from Meningitis but also crocodiles for we were now in Croc 
Country. A notice at the local national park left us in no doubt and having 
visited the crocodile show earlier in the year I was willing to believe and 
observe every rule!  Fortunately we did not come face to face with any.    
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We took the opportunity to visit Ingham.  The idea being to see Wallaham 
Falls, the largest falls in Australia. The tourist office lady advised against 
walking to them as the path had been severely damaged by bad weather and it 
would be unsafe.  So we walked around the town instead and noted that the 
main superstores closed at 5pm (all other shops had closed by 1pm and that 
included the cafes!) and the town had come to a halt. The town’s claim to 
fame is that it houses the pub that was the subject of the Slim Dusty hit of the 
50s/60s called “The Pub with no Beer”.  Apparently, American servicemen, 
stationed nearby during the 2nd World War, hit town and supped all the beer 
that the pub had. A local, calling in for a pint, was told there was no beer and 
only wine.  Aussie blokes do not drink wine, as a matter of principal, so he 
went home cold sober that night.  One of the townsfolk, who happened to be a 
poet, put it into verse and a song was born.  The pub itself was not the original 
for this had suffered from severe fire damage in the 50s but, because of the 
song, had been rebuilt. As we had been denied a trip to the falls we headed to 
an area of wetland in the town called TYTO Wetlands. This was under 
development.  It is centred around a lagoon and building work was in progress 
on viewing platforms and hides. When we were there it had a long way to go 
and the lady in the tourist office had been dubious about recommending it to 
us. However we went in about 2pm and came out just before 6pm so obviously 
it had enough to interest us. We saw lots of birds including black swan, black 
kites and a most beautiful crimson finch. It was a smashing afternoon.  We also 
saw a rugby pitch full of kangaroos (I thought the NZ Wallabies had come to 
town).  

Whilst we had been travelling we had heard about the Rugby World Cup being 
hosted in Australia.  I was not much interested in Rugby at the time so it kind 
of passed me by, but as time went on I got more and more interested and 
when England beat Australia with that Johnny Wilkinson drop kick, to gain the 
world crown, I was able to walk tall amongst the locals with pride and a touch 
of smugness. A moment of glory. 

   ..to be continued.   
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Message from St. Mary’s - Services & Events 

Parish Church of St Mary The Virgin (Church of England) 
Church Road, off Campton Road, Meppershall 

www.stmarysmeppershall.org.uk          facebook.com/stmarysmeppershall  
 

 
 
 
 
 

Rector:  The Reverend Veronica Goodman 
01462 339962 – ronigoodman@gmail.com – usual day off Monday 

Churchwardens: 
Dawn Abbatt 01462 816962 

James Read 01462 857836  Email: Meppershall.PCC@gmail.com  

PCC Secretary: 
Anne Parsons 01462 813333 Email: annie10639@gmail.com  

Things to Look Out For… 

New Second Sunday Service – 11.00am, Sunday 12th June – please come in red, 
white and blue for the Queen’s 90th! With celebratory drinks afterwards. 

Second Sunday Stroll – 2.15pm, Sunday 12th June – QE2 Double. A regular walk 

to Wrest Park for tea, followed by an optional 4 miles onward to St James the 

Apostle, Pulloxhill, for stunning views back across to Meppershall. Lifts back 

available. James for more info: 857836. 

A Message from St Mary’s… 

Amongst other things June brings with it the chance to celebrate again the 
90th Birthday of Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II. 

It is our tradition to pray for the Queen in our services:  we pray, “Bless and 
guide Elizabeth our Queen” or “save and defend…Elizabeth our Queen that 
under her we may be godly and quietly governed” or other similar words 
chosen by the person doing the prayers (the “intercessor”). 

History records that on her 21st Birthday, Princess Elizabeth pledged: "I declare 
before you all that my whole life, whether it be long or short, shall be devoted 
to your service and the service of our great imperial family to which we all 
belong.”   

http://www.stmarysmeppershall.org.uk/
mailto:ronigoodman@gmail.com
mailto:Meppershall.PCC@gmail.com
mailto:annie10639@gmail.com
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And I believe she has always maintained that the only way that she can fulfil 
that vow and the solemn vows she made at her coronation, is by relying on her 
faith to guide her, drawing strength from the message of hope in the Gospel, 
and praying to God for wisdom and strength. 

She recently wrote: “In the last 90 years the extent and the pace of change has 
been truly remarkable.  We have witnessed triumphs and tragedies.  Our world 
has enjoyed great advances in science and technology, but it has also endured 
war, conflict and suffering on an unprecedented scale” (from Foreword to “The 
Servant Queen and the King she serves” by Mark Greene and Catherine 
Butcher). 

Through it all (and I think on this at least, many would agree with David 
Cameron) "Her selfless sense of service and duty have earned her unparalleled 
respect and admiration not only in Britain but around the world." 

We look forward to celebrating her 90 years, and “longest of reigns” on the 
12th June, and saying once again “Happy Birthday Your Majesty.” 

Sunday 19th June is Fathers’ Day. Unlike Mother's Day, it doesn’t have origins 
in a church festival, but these days the Church invites parishes to celebrate it 
with the same enthusiasm. We look forward to celebrating our heroes of the 
home: all those wonderful Dads who protect their families with love and 
devotion, guide them with wisdom and understanding, and nurture them with 
tenderness and patience. That kind of caring gives us a glimpse of the way that 
God cares for us and deserves to be celebrated. 

The Church of England has published a new prayer for children to pray in 
church, or on their own, on Fathers' Day: 

Loving God, 
We thank you for the gift of good dads, 
  and everything that they do for us. 
Help them to have 
  patience when we're difficult,  
  wisdom when we can't see the way, 
  strength when we need comforting, 
  and love at all times, 
   so that, though them, 
    we get a little glimpse of how you feel about us, 
     our heavenly Father. 
Amen. 

Happy Fathers’ Day Dads!  Rector Roni 
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Services and Events – June 2016   At St Mary’s unless stated below 

Date Time Service / Event 

Weds 1st June 10.00am Holy Communion 

Sunday 5th June 
2nd after Trinity 

10.45am 
11.00am 

Teen Table Talk at The Rectory  
Parish Communion  

Weds 8th June 10.00am Holy Communion 

Friday 10th June 9.00pm Silent Together – join friends to sit for a few 
minutes to enjoy the tranquillity of the church 

Sun 12th June 
3rd after Trinity 
 
Celebration of 
the 90th birthday 
of HM Queen 
Elizabeth II 

8.30am 
11.00am 
 
 
2.15pm 

Holy Communion 
New Second Sunday Service – the easy habit – 
wear red, white and blue and enjoy some special 
refreshments! 
Second Sunday Stroll – QE2 Double! Meet at the 
church gate, walking to Wrest Park for tea at 
3.30-4.00pm (3.5 miles) and (optional!) a further 
4 miles to St James the Apostle, Pulloxhill. Details 
from James 857836. 

Tues 14th June 2-4pm Rectory Tea – chat and a cuppa – all welcome 

Weds 15th June 10.00am Holy Communion 

Sun 19th June 
4th after Trinity 

8.30am 
11.00am 

Holy Communion 
All Age Family Service 

Weds 22nd June 10.00am Holy Communion 

Sat 25th June 9.00am Celtic Morning Prayer 

Sun 26th June 
5th after Trinity 

11.00am Parish Communion  

Tues 28th June 2-4pm Rectory Tea. “Getting serious” with a  cuppa 

Weds 29th June 10.00am Holy Communion 

Sun 3rd July 
6th after Trinity 

11.00am Holy Communion 

Weds 6th July 10.00am Holy Communion 

Saturday 9th July 7.00 for 
7.30pm 

Village Quiz – QE2 90th Birthday Special 
Join the fun for (as promised) this special Village 
Quiz away from its usual January date to mark 
the 90th Birthday of HM Queen Elizabeth II. Book 
a seat or table (6 seats): James and Miriam 
857836. 
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St. Mary’s Meppershall Junior Church  

May 1st, 2016 

We hope you had an amazing Easter and joined in with smiles on 
your faces as we celebrated The Risen Christ! 

On Sunday, the children were thinking hard.  Where had Jesus gone 
after He died and rose again? 

We know that Jesus himself visited his friends and followers after His 
Resurrection to reassure them that He was Alive. 

So, after he rose again, where else did Jesus go? Had Jesus ridden 
away on a donkey or maybe, a camel? Was Jesus taken by His 
followers to sail away in a boat? Jesus was known.  He walked with 
his disciples through the Holy land telling us that we should love one 
another. Soon, people were telling one another, who is He?  How can 
He make us well?  He tells us to forgive one another as his Father 
forgives us! He must have come from God In heaven! Many started 
to believe in Him and what He taught!  The children were quite sure 
that Jesus was seen and talked about and followed when He was on 
earth and it would not be easy for Him to disappear. 

Not everyone liked Him and His powerful enemies had Jesus nailed 
to a cross, in dreadful pain.  At Easter He rose again and asked us to 
believe and trust in Him. But where was HE? 

The Junior Church detectives had sorted it out.  It was time for Jesus 
to go home to His Father in heaven.  He told the disciples that God 
would send His holy spirit very soon to help the disciples and 
followers spread the Word of Jesus all around the world.  Jesus was 
taken up to His heavenly home but told us that He would come 
again. 

The children made lovely drawings of Jesus going up to heaven with 
more ‘cotton wool ball’ clouds than the skies over Meppershall.  

Come and Join us at Meppershall Academy Hall on 1st Sunday of the 
month, from 11am – 12pm if you are between the ages of 3 to 12.  
Parents welcome.                                               The Junior Church Team  
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The Team   

CONTRIBUTIONS 

The Editor welcomes contributions to the Messenger, whether as letters, 
articles or notices.  Contributions should preferably be as attachments to e-
mail but hand written contributions may be sent by post, left at the Editor’s 
address below or in the folder kept at the Village Stores.  Contributions should 
run to not more than one A5 page (except by prior arrangement) and should 
be received by the Editor not later than the 12th of the month for publication at 
the end of that month.   Contributions received after the deadline may be held 
over. 

DISCLAIMER 

The Editor reserves the right to omit or alter any advertisement or article and 
to change the content, format or issue date of the magazine without prior 
notice.  The Editor cannot be held responsible for the factual correctness of, or 
for any libellous comment or statement made in any advertisement, article or 
other contribution published in this magazine.  Every effort will be made to 
avoid any deliberate attempt to mislead or otherwise cause harm or damage 
to any person or persons by any advertisement, article or any other 
contribution published in this magazine. 

THE TEAM 

Editor Mike McConnell 2a Gregory Close 811814 
 Email: mike.mcconnell@virgin.net  
Assistant Editor David Turner 2 Campton Road 813613 
  Email: davidturner25@hotmail.com  
Advertising and 
Distribution 

Colette House 90 Fildyke Road 815585 
Email: colettehouse@gmail.com  

Production 
Co-ordination 

Enid Pamment 112 High Street 851397   
Email: enid.pamment@gmail.com 

Treasurer John Thompson 16 Brookmead  812983 
 Email: jthompson244@btinternet.com  

 

Collating Dates for your Diaries  
2016  

   September 26  
June 27  October 31  
July 25  November 28  
      

 

Please note that dates in the above table indicate the month in which the 
collating will take place, at 2.30 pm in the Sugar Loaf.  The issue being 
collated will relate to the following month. 

mailto:mike.mcconnell@virgin.net
mailto:davidturner25@hotmail.com
mailto:colettehouse@gmail.com
mailto:enid.pamment@gmail.com
mailto:jthompson244@btinternet.com
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