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Editorial By Mike McConnell  

 

Hello and welcome to the July edition of the Messenger 
– I’m feeling that end-of-term feeling and looking 
forward to a long, sunny, summer.  The heavy showers 
that we’ve recently (as I write this piece) “enjoyed” may 
be good for the garden, but they don’t do it for me! 

We have most of your usual favourites in this issue. The 
contributions from the Parish Council (p12) and the 
report on the Central Bedfordshire Council (CBC) 
Transport Strategy Consultation (p14) are full of news of 
interest to Meppershall residents.  As you’ll read in the short report from the 
Village Hall Trustees (p4), there’s nothing to report on the housing 
development associated with the new Village Hall, as the planning process is 
still on-going; as it is with the development at 100 High Street.  Those with an 
interest in these matters should consult the CBC Planning Page and search for 
applications in Meppershall, as there have been other applications filed 
recently. 

Still on the planning theme, I would like to highlight the comments by 
Councillor Tony Brown quoted in the Parish Council minutes, where he 
referred to the process that the CBC are following in order to select land for 
future development.  For those with an interest, the list of sites in Meppershall 
that were submitted for potential development is available on the CBC Call for 
Sites page1, which also has a map.  According to the CBC site, there will be a 
public consultation on the criteria that the CBC will use to select sites (from 
those submitted) as suitable for future development.  This will be from 30th 
June till 31st July, but at the time of writing the details had not been 
announced.  I suggest that anyone with an interest, monitors the CBC webpage 
because our publication deadlines prevent the Messenger being able to 
provide a timely update. 

Finally, and returning to the holiday theme, I would like to highlight the  
advertisements from Sparks for Jungle Explorers (aged 5-12 years) during the 
long vacation (p32) and to post a personal note of envy of the activities that 
our young folk got up to on  their trip to Claythorpe (p5). 

  

                                                
1
 http://www.centralbedfordshire.gov.uk/planning/policy/local-plan/call-for-sites/meppershall.aspx 

 

http://www.centralbedfordshire.gov.uk/PLANTECH/DCWebPages/AcolNetCGI.gov
http://www.centralbedfordshire.gov.uk/planning/policy/local-plan/call-for-sites/meppershall.aspx
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Letters to the Editor 

Dear Editor 

Hello! My name is Chelsea Addams and I am 18 years old.  

I have lived in Meppershall most of my life but in September I took a big step 
to move out and go to University. I started studying Sport and Exercise Science 
at the University of Brighton. 

Since moving to university, I've been given the opportunity to volunteer in 
South Africa with the company VESA (Volunteer Eco Students Abroad). The 
organisation runs a programme to volunteer in South Africa spending two 
weeks teaching children English, basic sanitation, hygiene and nutrition. We 
will also be building farming units for families and particularly single mothers 
to start a small business so they can support their family. We then spend some 
time on the conservation of crocodiles, cheetahs and leopards - feeding them, 
cleaning enclosures and building new enclosures. 

All the money I raise will be used to pay for flights, transportation in South 
Africa and living costs. 

I have always wanted to volunteer abroad, helping children who are less 
fortunate than I am, and to be able to do this in South Africa is such an 
amazing opportunity that I couldn't pass! Working with children less 
fortunate/in countries more prone to disease is always something I've wanted 
to do. Being able to work with animals such as cheetahs in South Africa is a 
dream for me as I have always loved working with animals in the past, and 
being able to give them a happier life means everything to me. 

Any donations I receive will be so helpful and I couldn't be more thankful! To 
be able to experience this would mean the world to me and any help I can get 
to live this dream would be fantastic! 

If you wish to donate, visit my fundraising page at 
https://www.gofundme.com/jktqhc2s 

Thank you! 

Chelsea  

 

 

 

 

https://www.gofundme.com/jktqhc2s
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Dear Editor,  

MACEY ROSE WILLIAMS  

Macey is a 9 year old beautiful little girl 
who is suffering from Ewing’s Sarcoma. 

Macey has had chemo at Oxford hospital. 
She has been given the chance to have 
Proton Treatment in America 
(Jacksonville) which will last approx. 3 
months. She should already be there, as 
she was to go out between 15 – 28th 
June 2016. This is only experimental but 
may be her best chance of survival. 

Please help us raise the money so she can 
have daddy support her and give her 
much needed love and cuddles through 
this tough time. My justgiving page is 
http://crowdfunding.justgiving.com:443/

Emmaking Any donation, big or small, will 
help. Thank you so much for your 

support.  Emma King 

Village Hall Development Update – July 2016  

The planning application is still in the process of being considered by 
Central Bedfordshire Council, and we understand the target 
determination date is 10th August 2016.  

The planning application for the development can be viewed on the 
Central Bedfordshire website, and the application reference is 
CB/16/01769/FULL.  

Trustees of Meppershall Village Hall.  
 

Covers By Request  

Our cover picture this month shows the Year 4 children from Meppershall 
Academy who visited Caythorpe Adventure Centre in Lincolnshire in May (see 
page 6) and the staff from the centre who ensured that they had a great time.  

 

http://crowdfunding.justgiving.com:443/Emmaking
http://crowdfunding.justgiving.com:443/Emmaking
http://www.centralbedfordshire.gov.uk/PLANTECH/DCWebPages/acolnetcgi.gov?ACTION=UNWRAP&RIPNAME=Root.PgeResultDetail&TheSystemkey=597120
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CBC Transport Strategy Consultation 

Meppershall residents should be aware of the ongoing CBC Consultation on a 
draft Transport Strategy that closes on 12 July. By the time you read this, the 
Parish Council will already have discussed the matter, and may have taken a 
position. However, I thought that parishioners would appreciate a heads-up, 
and had to meet the Messenger deadline. Nothing in this document is 
prejudicial to any position taken by the Parish Council.  The key points of the 
CBC proposal are as follows: - 

Support for community transport would continue, but through a new tender 
process. 

Senior bus passes could no longer be used before 0930 or after 2300 on 
weekdays. There would be no time restriction at weekends or BH. 

There would be no change to any bus service funded through a Section 106 
provision as part of a planning application. However, CBC support would be 
restricted to times of peak demand: 0800 – 1830 on weekdays, and 0800 – 
1500 on Saturdays.  Significant changes to bus services are proposed as 
follows: - 

Route 79 would run only between Luton and Barton-le-Clay, and Route 78 
from Luton - Shillington. Route 89 would start in Shefford, then run via 
Meppershall, Lower Stondon and Shillington to Pirton. From there two routes 
into Hitchin are shown, via Pirton Cross or Holwell. The figure 89 doesn’t 
appear on the A600 between Holwell Turn and Hitchin, but this may be an 
omission, as Hitchin is the only terminus. However, without a town map, it is 
unclear whether or not it would continue to serve Hitchin Station. Thus there 
would be no commercial bus service at all along the High St, nor from 
Meppershall to Henlow Camp, Luton, or Arlesey as the nearest station. 

Those are the draft proposals. In my view, which may or may not be shared or 
endorsed by the Parish Council, they would seem to exclude commuter 
services to railway stations. But forcing prospective rail passengers into cars 
will only make the problems of road congestion and parking around stations 
even worse. Also, many young people today can no longer afford to run a car, 
so by limiting their employment opportunity, the proposed strategy materially 
weakens CBC’s core value: “A great place to live and work”. 

I suggest that Meppershall would be better served if Route 89 also terminated 
in Shillington, and CBC supported instead an alternative service from Shefford 
to Hitchin via Meppershall, Henlow Camp and Arlesey. Journey time would be 
about the same, and by returning directly to Shefford via the A600, successive 
journeys one hour apart could be achieved.   Councillor Roger Smith  
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Meppershall Academy By Nickie Moore  

AT CAYTHORPE 2016 

Twelve brave Year-4 children went on their 
first residential trip on May 16th – 18th, 
staying at Caythorpe Court Adventure 
Centre in Lincolnshire.  Three intrepid adults 
went with them – Miss Hornsey (teacher), 
Mr Robinson (Dad) and I (Nickie Moore).  
The activities were designed to encourage 

team work, to enable problem solving, to develop resilience and independence 
and most of all to have fun.  Each and every child (and adult!) pushed 
themselves to complete challenges they may have not thought possible. 

For some children, this was the 
first time away from home and 
the first activity was abseiling 
from a tower over 10m high! 
The task – to walk backwards 
off the top, gradually working 
back towards ground level, 
suspended only on a rope is all 
about trust, courage and 
confidence.  The support and 
encouragement of the rest of 
the group was important for 
each child’s success and made 
it impossible for me to back out 
when stepping out backwards 
with nothing behind me, 
praying I was harnessed 
correctly.  I knew their fear! 

Quad biking was one of the 
most popular activities.  This 
gave the children their first 
experience of having control of a motorised vehicle.  They learnt how to steer, 
accelerate and brake, and to negotiate the twists and turns of the purpose-
built quad tracks.  Once they’ve mastered the basics, they were able to drive 
the course with, or without, adult support.  Future speed demons were 
evident. 
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The tunnel trail was also very popular – sadly my bad knee meant I could not 
follow them! The trail was described as “Hobbit Hill” which does explain how it 
looked – with many different sized tunnels for the children to explore.  Our 
children loved the freedom of exploring together, with no adults telling them 
to be careful. The smiles on their faces demonstrate how much they loved this! 
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Another highlight was Jacob’s Ladder – this is another activity involving 
harnesses.  The idea is simple. Up to 3 people have to climb to the top of the 7 
wooden rungs.  Sounds straight forward but the wooden rungs become further 
apart the higher you go. This is very physical and the children found it much 
easier than the adults. 

The children also completed activities including: Problem Solving; Challenge 
Course; Low Ropes; and the Sensory trail.  The weather was glorious on Days 
One and Two but wet and cold on Day Three.  The accommodation was good 
and food excellent.  The children were kept busy from the moment they woke 
up until they finally fell into bed – there was not a peep out of any of them 
after about 10.30pm!  There was nothing we could fault about the centre and 
staff. 

 

Over the three days, we were so impressed with the determination our 
children demonstrated.  They supported each other and we saw different 
characteristics than we’d normally see in school which is delightful.  They 
showed humour and real care and concern for each other.  I was very proud of 
them all. 

I would like to thank Miss Hornsey and Mr Robinson for their support with this 
trip.  They helped to make it enjoyable and easy!  Thank you also to Henlow 
Academy, who lent us a minibus and driver so that we were able to make the 
journey there and back.  And of course, a big thank you to the children who 
came with us and made the experience such a positive one.  
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I am already looking forward to next May – Year 3 – are you ready for the 
Caythorpe challenge?  

 
Many more pictures of the 2016 trip to Caythorpe can be found on the 
Academy’s website at: 
 http://www.meppershall.beds.sch.uk/News/Galleries/?SSID=20380 
Full details of the Caythorpe Court Adventure Centre can be found at: 
http://www.pgl.co.uk/en-gb/school-trips/primary-schools/centres/caythorpe-court#.V01kpCzmqUk  

http://www.meppershall.beds.sch.uk/News/Galleries/?SSID=20380
http://www.pgl.co.uk/en-gb/school-trips/primary-schools/centres/caythorpe-court#.V01kpCzmqUk
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Meppershall Village Forum 

#LOVE MEPPERSHALL 

Since the last issue of The Messenger, we have published the results from our 
fourth questionnaire, on Countryside and Environment. The top findings have 
been published on our Twitter page (@mepvilforum) and on the Village Forum 
Facebook page (www.facebook.com/meppershallvillageforum), as well as on 
our Village Forum website which can be found at the following address: 
meppershallvillageforum.wordpress.com (bit.ly/mepvilforum). 

Don't forget, you can either type in this address to access the website directly 
or go to the village website (meppershall.org) and click on the Forum link 
there. On the Village Forum website, you will not only find details of our top 
findings from this questionnaire, but also a link to a PDF containing the full 
details of all the responses. You can also see the results from previous 
questionnaires, as well as the timetable for future surveys.  

If you don't have access to a computer, the top findings for Questionnaire Four 
are reproduced below and if you would like the full detail of the survey, please 
contact Paul Smith on 07715 572362. 

The eagle-eyed amongst you will have noticed that there is no questionnaire 
accompanying this issue of The Messenger! That's because Questionnaire Eight 
is aimed at young people aged between 13 and 18 only, and we concluded that 
most young people would prefer to fill out the questionnaire online. You can 
find the link at any of our online sites, as detailed above or, just for this month, 
we have included in this magazine a QR code below which young people can 
scan directly into their phones or other devices, taking them straight to the 
survey page. Please do encourage any young people in your house to complete 
this questionnaire. It really is important to us to get their views. 

Thank you,  

The Village Plan Review Group 

forum@meppershall.org 

  

mailto:forum@meppershall.org
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Questionnaire 4 – Countryside and Environment - Top Findings 

1. The countryside is an integral part of villagers’ lives    

More than 95% of respondents feel that living in the countryside is beneficial 
or essential to their lifestyle, and 78% of respondents actually spend more than 
half their time in rural areas. 

The views are especially valued, as well as the peaceful environment and the 
local paths. 

The building of new houses, traffic issues and dog fouling are common 
concerns, perceived as having detrimental effects on the local countryside.   

2. A mostly clean environment, except for dog fouling 

3 out of 4 respondents feel that the environment is free from environmental 
pollutions but fly-tipping is a concern. 

In addition, 88% of respondents are satisfied with the weekly rubbish 
collection and the various recycling facilities are widely used. 

By contrast, 73% of respondents feel that dog fouling is a major issue, which 
they think could be alleviated through education and the enforcement of fixed 
penalties. 

3. The history and heritage of the village are important 

88% of respondents would visit local listed buildings if they held open days. 

The buildings seen as forming our local heritage fall into three main groups: 

- Agricultural history: local farms, greenhouses and associated market gardening 

buildings, workmen's cottages;  

- Village life history: this includes the places of worship (St Mary’s Church, Primitive 

Methodist Chapel and St Thomas Chapel) together with historical services buildings 

(school, old police station); 

- Architectural history: thatched houses, water tower. 

4. The footpaths are well used, but would benefit from some 
improvements 

More than 95% of respondents know where the public footpaths and 
bridleways are, and a similar proportion of villagers use them, at least 
occasionally. 

Although a majority of the respondents is satisfied with the condition and 
signage of the paths, several improvements would be welcome, such as better 
footpath maps on public displays, clearer distinction between path types, 
better path surfaces and maintenance.  
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Parish Council Report  By Peter Chapman  

13th June 2016 

At the ordinary meeting of the Council held on Monday the main 
points of interest discussed were as follows: 

During the informal part of the meeting Tony Brown (Central Beds 
Councillor for Meppershall) stated that the roundabout on the by-
pass at the Esso garage is to be re-surfaced in September, at which 
time the problem with the drain should be resolved and signage will 
be moved to assist people trying to cross the road in seeing 
approaching traffic. He also reported that the call for development 
land had resulted in over 800 applications, of which 18 were in 
Meppershall. A maximum of 6% of the applications will be required 
to meet CBC’s requirement, and the consultation on which pieces of 
land go into the Local Development Frame document will be held 
from 30th June to 29th July (the PC have seen the documents and will 
be discussing the matter at the July meeting). He did point out that 
one of the proposals near Meppershall was for a new village of 1,300 
dwelling plus a new lower school and shops to be built around the 
golf course at Bedlow. Details for all the land being offered are on 
the CBC website.  

Mr. Trundle asked when the development behind the Village Hall will 
be discussed by CBC Planning Committee, which meets towards the 
end of each month. No date has been set as the matter is still open 
for comments from the public so it was thought unlikely that it would 
make the June meeting, but again items listed for discussion can be 
found on the CBC website which is updated daily. 

Mrs. Foster informed the Council that the ancient woodland behind 
the Nursing Home, known as Nunswood, is in need of some tender 
loving care. Plans have been submitted and the necessary licence 
obtained to carry out the work later in the year. 

During the formal meeting the detailed plans for the development 
behind the Village Hall including the new Community Hall and 
temporary Village Hall have been received and reviewed by the 
planning working group, who raised various points of detail. The   
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Council accepted the points raised, and with a few amendments it 
also agreed the Clerk’s letter to CBC on the matter. 

Highways – Proposals on how to improve the surface of Hoo Road 
where it becomes a track have been received, and the various 
options have been costed. We wait to see which option is chosen.  

Environment and Leisure – Hopefully by the time you read this the 
new seat to replace the life-expired one in the High Street will be in 
place, and work on renovating ‘Archie’s Bench’ will have started. 

The grass cutting this year has been way below the standard 
expected with many public areas being missed, but be assured that 
discussions are ongoing with the Contractor to improve matters as 
soon as possible.    

The PC received the latest report from the Parish Plan Group. There 
will not be a survey form in the July Messenger. The questions this 
time are aimed at the 13 to 18 age group and will be on-line, so 
please ask anyone you know in that age group if they have seen the 
questionnaire (see Village Plan article for full details). 

Attempt number 3 has been submitted by the group in its bid to 
have the Sugar Loaf designated a Village Asset; let us hope it is ‘third 
time lucky’. 

CBC Transport Strategy – Consultation is now on until 12th July, and 
the main details are: Bus passes only available between 0930-2330, 
lost a direct service to Luton and possible route changes on the 89 to 
Hitchin which would mean the High Street has no bus service at all. 
The Parish Council will be submitting a letter objecting to the 
proposals and if you use the bus a letter from you to CBC to keep the 
present services would also help.    

As the Parish Council does not meet in August the next meeting will 
be in six weeks on Monday 25th July 2015 at 7.45pm in the Village 
Hall. 

Peter Chapman 

Chairman Meppershall Parish Council – chairman@meppershall.org  

mailto:chairman@meppershall.org
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Shefford Leisure Group By Enid Pamment 

July 2016 

At the beginning of June we congregated in 
Shefford to meet our coach to take us to the 
‘Dad’s Army’ Museum in Thetford, the home 
of all the TV episodes filmed for this popular 
series.  We were met by two or three 
volunteers dressed in appropriate costume 
to usher us into their small museum, 
offering us a very welcome tea or coffee.  Although the weather 
remained dry it was very cold, especially for our little ‘walkabout’, 
stopping at each of the venues where the episodes took place.  The 
volunteers were very amusing and allowed us to take pictures sitting 
next to ‘Mr Mannering’.  It was soon time to say farewell to  ‘Dad’s 
Army’, boarding our coach to make our way to our next stop at 
Bressingham, where we lunched in Bressingham Garden Centre and 
afterwards had time to visit the Steam Museum and Gardens.  Many 
of us took the steam train around the beautiful gardens, waving like 
royalty to the passers-by!  It was soon time to say our farewells to 
make our way back to Shefford.  A delightful day out, but I did 
apologise for not thinking to pack hot water bottles for them all! 

 
Llandrindod Wells – Scenic Special  
 
One of the companies we book holidays through has offered a 
fantastic deal.  Friday 16th – Monday 19th September 2016.  Staying 
at the Glen Usk Hotel, 3 Nights, dinner bed & breakfast, 2-full day 
excursions – 2 evenings of entertainment.  Complete luggage 
handling service and a Tour Escort.  Single rooms available.  The price 
is under £150.00.  Don’t miss out! 
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FORTHCOMING EVENTS (At a Glance) 2016 

NEW: Killer Live (Michael Jackson) – MK Theatre   Saturday 9th July  

Sandringham Flower Show Wednesday 27th July 

BBC Country File Live - Blenheim Palace   Thursday 4th August  

Cotswolds - Chavenage House Tuesday 16th August  

A Day by the Brighton Seaside in August Sunday 21st August    

Twist & Shout at Wickstead Park- lunch + afternoon tea Tuesday 13th September 

Llandrindod Wells, Wales  Fri 16th - Mon 19th September  

Torquay - TLH Hotels - The Derwent Hotel Mon 10th - Fri 15th October 

Thursford Christmas Spectacular (Matinee) Friday 11th November 

The LORD MAYOR’S SHOW  Saturday 12th November  

NEW The Nutcracker – MK Theatre  Saturday 26th November  

Turkey & Tinsel - Eastbourne Daish’s ‘Flagship’ Hotel 
The Claremont 

Thurs 1st - Mon 5th December 

NEW – John Rutter’s Christmas Celebrations (Matinee)  Thursday 8th December  

NEW Anglesey Abbey – Winter Lights (with hot supper)  Sunday 11th December  

Oh What a Christmas Cracker, at Wickstead Park Tuesday 20th December 

LONDON SHOWS CURRENTLY AVAILABLE (with Stevenage Group Travel)  
(Coach leaving Shefford at 11:15am, unless stated otherwise) 

SHOW BOAT – New London Theatre – Stall Seats Thurs 7th July, leaving Shefford at 
10.30am 

THE RAILWAY CHILDREN – Kings Cross Theatre (built 
around the train track!) 

Wed. 27th July, leaving Shefford at 
10:45am 

MUSIC OF JOHN WILLIAMS (matinee)  Sat. 1stOctober. The RPO at the 
Royal Albert Hall – Arena or Circle 
Seats.  Coach leaving Shefford at 
11am. 

BEST OF BROADWAY  
 

Tues. 18th October. Arena Seats – 
coach leaving Shefford at 10.45am 

BRICK LANE MUSIC HALL CHRISTMAS SHOW Wed.  23rd November, 
entertainment with afternoon 
cream tea. leaving Shefford at 
10:15am 

DISNEY ON ICE ‘FROZEN’  Saturday evening 29th October – 
Birmingham Arena, Coach leaving 
Shefford at 2.30pm. 

Please telephone for availability and prices of any outings or shows listed above.  For all 
holidays, which includes transport and hotel accommodation, Shefford Leisure Group acts 
as an agent for the Tour Operator, their terms and conditions apply.  Shefford Leisure Group 
is open to everyone in the local community, who feel they would like to join us on our 
ventures and see places they would not see under their own steam.  We are always happy 
to meet new friends. 
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The Meppershall Players By Karen Mitchell  

 

 

A big THANK YOU to everyone who supported the Players in their 
Summer production, and at the Shefford and Meppershall Summer 
Fairs. 

Time marches on and the read-through for this year’s Pantomime 
‘Sinbad the Sailor’ will soon be upon us - on Wednesday 20th July at 
7.30pm at Meppershall Village Hall; everyone aged 9 and over will be 
most welcome.  

Auditions will take place the week after on Wednesday 27th July at 
7.30pm at Meppershall Village Hall. 

The dates for this year’s Pantomime are Fri 25th & Sat 26th November 
& Fri 2nd & Sat 3rd December. 

The Meppershall Players are on Face book (Meppershall Players 
Community) Insta-gram, Twitter, Meppershall Village Hall Website, 
the list is endless. See also the Players’ notice board in the front 
foyer of Meppershall Village Hall. 

The Players are always welcoming to new members. Everyone 
pitches in to make our rehearsals and productions fun. We 
encourage people to have a go at any part of a theatrical production 
they feel they want to participate in.      

If you want to see what we’re about, just drop in to the Hall any 
Wednesday evening. You don’t need a formal invitation, just walk in 
and say hello (we really are a friendly bunch). 

The Players meet every Wednesday evening at 7.30pm at the Village 
Hall. Membership is currently free and we welcome people from the 
age of 9 to 90+ to indulge in all areas of theatrical performances, set-
building, costumes, directing, acting, make-up, song & dance.   

Interested? We look forward to meeting you.               

 

Karen Mitchell (Players’ Secretary) 01462 816336  
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Notices   

Bedford Model Engineering Society Summerfield Miniature Railway 
Off the A600 just past Haynes Turn 

Public Running Days in 2016 from 10.30.AM to 4 PM 

JUNE Wednesday 1st (half 
term)* 

 SEPTEMBER Sunday 4th 

JULY Sunday 10th   Sunday 18th 

 Sunday 24th  OCTOBER Sunday 9th 

AUGUST Wednesday 3rd    Sunday 23rd  
 Wednesday 10th   Wednesday 26th (half 

term)* 
 Wednesday 17th  DECEMBER Saturday & Sunday 3rd  & 

4th Santa Specials – pre-
booking essential 

 Sunday 28th   
 Bank Holiday Monday 

29th  
  

*on our half term openings in April, June & October, only limited catering will be available. 
 

The Summer Fair is on 

Saturday 30th July 2016 

At the New Meppershall Care Home  
11:00am - 16:00pm  

Everyone is invited 😊 

 

Meppershall Good Neighbours Group 
The Gnomes would like to hear from you if: 
* You have recently moved to Meppershall and would like one of our 

welcome packs 
* You would like our help 
* You would like to join us. 
Call our helpline: 07760  793921  or 
Come to our coffee morning at 10.45 on the 2nd Thursday of each month at the 
New Meppershall Care Home on Shefford Road. 
You can also find Meppershall Good Neighbours on Facebook   

  

 

https://www.facebook.com/meppershallgoodneighbour/
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Meppershall Scarecrow Festival 
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Meppershall Calendar of Events    

July 

Day Date What's on When Where 

Saturday 2 Club Sound Karaoke 8:00pm-late Social Club 

Thursday 7 Evergreens 2:15pm The Sugarloaf 

Saturday  9 
Churchyard working 
party (bring your 
tools!) 

8:30am  - 
4:00pm 

St Mary's 
Churchyard 

Saturday  9 
Bible Society 40th 
Aniversary lunch 

12:00 for 
12:30 

New Wellbury 
Farmhouse 

Saturday  9 
Meppershall Village 
Quiz QE90 Special (£5 
per table - teams of 6) 

7:00pm for 
7:30pm 

Village Hall 

Sunday 10 Second Sunday Stroll 2:15 pm 
Ring 857836 for 
more information 

Thursday 14 
GNOMES Coffee 
morning 

10:45-
11:45am 

New Meppershall 
Care Home 

Thursday 21 Evergreens 2:15pm The Sugarloaf 

Saturday 23 
Buffet Bingo followed 
by Karaoke 

TBA Social Club 

Saturday 30 Summer Fair 
11:00am - 
16:00pm 

New Meppershall 
Care Home 

Sunday 31 
United Benefice 
Service 

10:00am 
(breakfast at 
9:00) 

St Michael's 
Shefford 

August 

Day Date What's on When Where 

Thursday 4 Evergreens 2:15-4:00pm The Sugarloaf 

Saturday 6 Club Sound Karaoke 8:00pm-late Social Club 

Thursday 11 
GNOMES Coffee 
morning 

10:45-
11:45am 

New Meppershall 
Care Home 

Monday-
Thursday 

15 - 
18 

Sparks (see page 32) 
10:00 - 
2:00pm 

St Mary’s Church 

Thursday 18 Evergreens 2:15-4:00pm The Sugarloaf 

Saturday 27 Charity Quiz TBA Social Club 

Also see the calendar on the village website 

http://www.meppershall.org/index.php/meppershall-calendar/month.calendar/2016/06/22/-
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Meppershall Social Club –July and August  

 
* BINGO Every Friday Night   
Doors open 6.45pm eyes down 7.15pm  
Members free, Non-members £1 entrance fee 
 
* CLUB SOUND KARAOKE Saturday 2nd July 8pm-Late, Saturday 6th 
August 8pm-late. Sing-a-long to your favourite songs, at this fun for 
everyone evening in a relaxed and friendly atmosphere   
 
* PAUL CARNE’S QUIZ NIGHT will be back on Sunday 11th September 
£1 per person entry fee, no set number in team (you can have as few 
or as many as you like in your team) 
50-50 split of entrance fee, half to charity half to the winning team. 
Non Members welcome 
 
*SNOOKER at the Social Club, with two well maintained tables Club 
members can play every evening when the club is open. 
For more information pop into the Social Club any evening, or 
contact The Club after 8pm on 01462 817359. Club opens 8pm; we 
look forward to seeing you 
 
*Saturday 23rd July Buffet Bingo, followed by Club Sound Karaoke 
Members free, Non-members £1 entrance fee   
*Saturday 27th August Charity Quiz Night (more information in next 
Issue of the Messenger) 
 
*A big THANK YOU to Mr Paul Carne for organising June’s Car 
Treasure Hunt, that was great fun for all the family, so much so due 
to demand Paul will be arranging another one soon 
 
*More Events at the Club in next month’s issue 
 
*MEMBERSHIP for 2016 is still available (pick up a form at the Club)  
Meppershall Social Club 01462 817359 after 8pm  
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Film Review – Florence Foster Jenkins By Carlie Newman 

 

The story of the opera singer who thought she was good but really had a 
terrible voice is fascinating. Add Meryl Streep as Florence Foster Jenkins, the 
singer in question and Hugh Grant as St Clair Bayfield, her most caring 
husband, and the film can't but be a hit. 

 

It is 1940s New York and we see Florence entertaining her moneyed guests 
who cheer her on as she is very rich and they don't wish to lose her patronage. 
Almost like The Emperor's New Clothes in reverse, nobody wants to be the one 
to tell Florence she can't sing. From time to time we hear her screech the notes 
of a song and understand why her staff cover their ears. But as she is flattered 
by all, Florence really believes in herself. "Music is my life," she tells everyone. 

 

St Clair, while adoring his wife, is also carrying on an affair with Kathleen 
(Rebecca Ferguson). Florence knows about this and just puts up with it as her 
husband is always on her side and - in the daytime - by her side. They don't 
sleep together as St Clair disappears to his mistress each night. 

 

The crunch comes when Florence decides to put on a public performance in 
Carnegie Hall. Although her teacher and husband try to talk her out of it, she 
goes ahead and performs to many strangers and one critic, the New York Post 
reviewer (Christian McKay) who tells the truth. 

Stephen Frears directs the movie as a comedy, but there is a lot of sadness in 
this tale of a woman who works hard but can't hear herself sing and just carries   
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on without knowing the truth. Streep is absolutely wonderful in the part of 
Florence and manages to suppress her own voice to take on that of the would-
be opera singer. It's not all joy for Florence as she hints at her unhappiness at 
not having children because of her illness. Florence still suffers from the result 
of syphilis contracted from her first husband. Florence and St Clair don't have a 
sexual relationship because she feels his health is of paramount importance. 

 

There is great chemistry between her and Grant. Hugh Grant is just right in the 
part of the supportive husband, who is a failed actor. He will go to extreme 
lengths to keep Florence from finding out what folk really think of her singing. 
At one point he attempts to buy all copies of the newspaper that has the 
derogatory review in it. Although Grant gives a very funny demonstration of 
dancing, the sequence goes on for rather too long. 

 

The supporting cast work hard to give substance to their characters as they 
have far fewer lines than the main stars and it is difficult for them to convey all 
their thoughts and emotions. Rebecca Ferguson is most sympathetic in her role 
as mistress to St Clair. She seems to understand that Florence needs him 
constantly by her side and she doesn't demand more than he can give, which is 
basically the nights.  

 

Simon Helberg as the pianist, who very reluctantly agrees to be Florence's 
accompanist, shows a real flair for comedy as he is torn between his need for 
money and his wish to remain a true artist rather than accompanying a woman 
who can't sing in tune. 

 

The movie is most amusing in parts but the niggles remain: are we laughing 
with or at Florence? 

 

Florence Foster Jenkins is a charming, touching film. Some people believe the 
film to be inferior to the recent Marguerite, which was based on this story. This 
film, however, is a fairly true depiction of the actual events. It is also in English 
which for a British audience makes it much more accessible. Meryl Streep 
seems to act with her soul and Hugh Grant is an excellently sympathetic and 
loving partner. You are sure to enjoy this film. Go see! 

Rating: ****  
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Financial Matters By Paul Savuto   

Planning for the future 

 

Why it’s important to know your start and end points 
Reaching wealth goals and achieving personal ambitions are major objectives 
of the financial planning process. In order to make plans for the future, you 
need to know where you are today and where you want to be in the future. 

 

Wealth goal-setting is very much like creating a business plan. You need to 
know a starting point and ending point, the time frame for ‘exiting’ (or 
reaching your goals), and the estimated cost involved. 

 
Types of wealth goals 
The three most common types are: 

1. Retirement planning or property purchase over the very long term (15 

years or more) 

2. Life events, such as school fees over the medium term (10-15 years) 

3. Rainy day or lifestyle funds to finance goals such as a dream sports car 

over the medium to shorter term (5-10 years). 

 
Wealth goals that really matter most  
It’s important to consider and plan for which wealth goals really matter most. 
Instead, many people muddle through their financial lives, spending to meet 
the day-to-day expenses that dominate their attention. That’s why to get what 
you want most, you must decide which wealth goals will take priority and work 
toward the lesser goals only after the really important ones are well provided 
for. 
 
Approach to achieving your goals  
The minimum time horizon for all types of investing should be at least five 
years. Whatever your personal wealth goals may be, it is important to consider 
the time horizon at the outset, as this will impact on your approach to 
achieving your goals. It also makes sense to revisit your goals at regular 
intervals to account for any changes to your personal circumstances, for 
example, the arrival of a new member to the family, or as you enter 
retirement. 
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Clearly define your specific goals  
As a starting point, consider the goals you set previously, and reflect on what 
worked and what didn’t and why. Once you’ve done this, it’s time to clearly 
define your specific goals. Most people tend to set wealth goals that are more 
about money than about things that motivate them emotionally. 
 
SMART goals you truly value 
Goals that are tied to what you truly value are often easier to achieve than 
goals that are simply tied to money. Part of what gives this goal its power is 
that it’s SMART – it is Specific, Measurable, Attainable, Relevant and has a 
Timeline. 
 
Define your goal clearly 
A wealth goal is the first step that sets you on a path and should also be: 
Specific – ‘To get wealthier’ is not a specific or clear goal, but ‘to achieve a two-
thirds of your previous working lifetime income at 55 when you retire’ is 
Measurable – Set deadlines for your wealth goals, such as the age at which 
you want to retire, or the timeline for buying a holiday home 
Achievable – Use your own income (and expected income) to set your wealth 
goals for the future. Don’t count on inheriting money 
Relevant – Create a personal financial bucket list of wealth goals but always 
view it as a flexible document that will change with time as your interests and 
life situation changes 
Timeline – Identify your time frame by categorising your objectives by short-
term, medium-term and long-term wealth goals to provide focus and to help 
match your goals with appropriate savings and investments 
 
A financial to-do list provides important action steps that can help you keep 
your financial plans on track. Some of these include: 

 Giving your portfolio a regular check-up to make sure your mix of 

investments accurately reflects your current goals, time frame and risk 

tolerance 

 Taking full advantage of your employer’s pension plan (if you’re not 

doing this already) 

 Tracking your spending to see where your money is going 

 Calculating your net worth so that you understand where you stand 

financially 

 Creating a legacy for future generations and/or charitable organisations 

that reflect your values 
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As crucial as a financial to-do list is to your long-term financial security, 
creating a not-to-do list is equally important. That’s because a not-to-do list 
can help you avoid some of the mistakes that may be keeping you from 
making the most of your money. For example, do not: 

 Try to time the market. No one knows for certain which way the market 

will head next. Instead, be strategic and thoughtful about your 

investment decisions.  

 Make investing decisions in isolation. Rather, consider how each may 

impact your overall wealth goals 

 Delay saving for retirement. The sooner you get started, the greater the 

impact time and compounding may have on your ability to build 

financial security for the future 

 Gain access to your retirement savings unless in an emergency. Taking 

money from your pension pot is like borrowing from your future to pay 

for your present needs 

 Ignore the important role risk plays in your portfolio’s ability to grow 

over time 

 Minimise the impact of inflation on your money’s future buying power 

 Review your investments periodically to make sure they’re performing 

as expected. If they’re not, be ready to make changes as needed 

 
Changing personal and financial situation  
Over time, your personal and financial situation is likely to change. Consider 
how this may impact your wealth goals, risk tolerance and time frame, as well 
as your investment and protection planning requirements. 
 
Make sure you have a properly drafted and signed Will. Check to see that your 
Will (and any trust) accurately reflects your wishes and that the beneficiaries 
on your pension plans and life insurance policies are up to date. 
 
As part of our service we also take the time to understand our client’s unique 
retirement planning needs and circumstances, so that we can provide you with 
the most suitable solutions in the most cost-effective way. For a free financial 
health check, please contact Paul Savuto, AFPS, Chartered Financial Planner. 
DGS Independent Financial Advisers Ltd. 07834 499595 or email 
ps@dgsifa.com.  I’m based in Meppershall and I’ll be happy to talk to you.  

mailto:ps@dgsifa.com
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Birthdays in July   

 

A very happy birthday to those of you 
celebrating birthdays in July 

 
 

Charlotte Rose who will 9 on the 3rd 
Charlotte Watson who will be 15 on the 12th 
James Metcalfe who will be 14 on the 14th 
Scott Metcalfe who will be 12 on the 17th  
Elysia Warner who will be 11 on the 20th  

Cameron Maxwell who will be 14 on the 26th  
 
 
 

If you are under 16 and would like your name added to 
the birthday page, please call Louise Hutson on 814148  

or email at louhuts@gmail.com 

 
 

Significant Events   

 

Alan Pritchard will be 86 on the 1st July 

 

Many congratulations to all those with birthdays this month. 

If you know of a significant event in the village, please let the Editor know: we 
are looking for things to celebrate!  80th, 90th and 100th birthdays we mark with 
the presentation of a cake from The Messenger.  We would also love to hear 
about big anniversaries or any other cause to celebrate.  
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Where My Caravan Has Rested By Denis Neilson  

Australia Trip - Part 11 Waltzing Matilda and Back to Sydney 

We turned left (so to speak) and headed away from the humid, sweaty atmosphere of the 
coast with its irritating little ‘bitey’ things.  No further than 50 miles inland Australia takes on 
a different face.  Settlements and towns are much further apart. Roads are fewer and not so 
wide, primarily a single carriage way with tar macadam (if you're lucky) and a fairly large 
patch either side of  it of  gravel.  Inevitably there is dust everywhere.  However, that does 
not detract from the more pleasant things one comes across such as the Tablelands.  These 
are a luxurious fertile plain with red rich soil producing a variety of crops and fruit 
surrounded by rolling hills of green grasses supporting live stock.  The rolling hills reminded 
me of the Kent countryside. 

Our first calling point was Malendra, which, had I not known any differently, could well have 
been the film set for High Noon or other westerns,.  Boardwalks around buildings, wide 
streets that were predominantly hard packed dirt, wooden buildings and hitching rails.  The 
most striking building was the hotel with its swing doors into the bar and its wide boardwalk 
which also served as a veranda with seating for customers.  I fully expected to see Marshal 
Kane (Gary Cooper) step through those doors at any time. There was a cinema in the town 
which showed a film on 2 nights each week and apparently you sat on canvas seats.  I do not 
suppose they were the most comfortable things to sit on.  We were told that there were 
platypus in the lakes nearby.  We spent hours looking but never saw a thing.  Another 
attraction in the area was the Mafeeba Wetlands Reserve.  This is not only a reserve but 

also an animal sanctuary 
and research centre.  We 
took the tour on which 
we learned about their 
various programmes to 
stem the decline of 
endangered species such 
as the Gouldian finches 
and the work to maintain 
the wetlands.  The tour 
also had an optional 
"safari" which we joined 
and this included a ride in 
a 4x4 vehicle and a boat 
trip.  It was on the boat 
trip that we saw Jacanas, 
known locally as the 

Jesus Bird because it appears to walk on the surface of the water.  When you get up close 
you can see that it has exceptionally large feet and walks on the lily pads covering the water. 
The safari also included ‘bush tucker’ so we had tea made in a billycan with water heated 
over a wood fire.  The tea was strong and hot but very welcome. 

Leaving the Tablelands and heading south west down the Matilda Highway we drove for 
miles without seeing anything except the Great Divide mountains to our right.  A few rocky 
outcrops and a few dips but really nothing spectacular except for the cloud of dust behind   
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the caravan which  resembled vapour trails from an aircraft.  Eventually we came across a 
clearing full of vehicles and people.  We were very surprised because we had hardly seen 
anything on the road.  This was at Burke and Wills Roadhouse lying roughly halfway 
between Normanton and Conclurry.  There is nothing here but wilderness, however, its 
importance is that it is also at the junction of the trac k that takes you into Lawn Hill 
National Park. Burke and Wills were pioneer explorers and passed through this point and it 
has become the epi-centre for modern pioneers, adventurers, who love the outdoors and 
the challenge of the wild.  Basically what we had stumbled upon was the cross between a 
car boot sale, a flea market and an exchange and mart.  All the people there (apart from us) 
were trading or exchanging such items as tents, water cans, fuel cans, cooking stoves, short 
wave radios, etc.  They were either preparing to go into Lawn Hill or had come out of it.  To 
give you some idea the park covers 2800 square kilometres (once you get to it) and has 
meagre support facilities in it.  Water is extremely difficult to find, fuel almost non-existent 
and supermarkets a dream for the future. Folk going in need to carry plenty of water and 
fuel, which they do, in cans, strapped anywhere to their vehicle.  The basic criteria for 
entering the park is that your vehicle must have 4 wheel drive, have two spare tyres, a radio 
capable of being tuned to the emergency frequency and sufficient food and water for 3 
days.  The food and water requirement is in addition to what you expect to use on your trip.  
Caravans are not allowed in the park so people leave them at Burke and Wills, pile up their 
4X4 with all supplies, canoes and tents, food, water and fuel and then set off. What a hive of 
activity it was and so much camaraderie amongst the buyers and sellers.  Our Ford was not 
up to the task so we just had a night stop then moved on down highway 83 towards Mount 
Isa. 

 We encountered out first 
road train.  These are huge 
articulated trucks with two or 
three trailers the same size as 
the one connected to the 
tractor unit.  Usually what you 
see first is the dust cloud and 
when you see that, I was 
advised, you get as far off the 
road as you can.  These 
juggernauts get up to a fairly 
high speed and take some 
stopping, plus their 
combination makes it 
impossible for them to steer 
out of the way, so the 

‘protocol’ is to "get the h... out of the way".  There are very few railway lines in the outback 
so these ‘trains’ are the only sensible form of transportation for goods to keep people alive 
and kicking in this harsh environment.  Air Freight is too expensive and airfields cost a lot to 
maintain.  I was told that when a road train does hurtle past,  you pray that you have gone 
far enough over because the spray of dust contains stones and gravel that scatter over a 
wide area and can, if they hit your vehicle, prove to be very nasty.  Fortunately, our first 
road train was parked at the side of  the highway so we made a precautionary wide berth so 
that we did not spray him with stones…………………………………………………         To Be Continued.  
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GNOMES
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Pre-School Ponderings – July   

On 10th June we had a wonderful celebration in the park for the Queen's 90th 
Birthday. The children really enjoyed making their own sandwiches and 
crowns, and the weather was perfect, making for a magnificent event. Each 
child also got a medal with a picture of the Queen on to cherish this day in 
history forever. On 21st June we held our ‘Sports Day’ outside. Thank you to 
the Hickey family for allowing us to use their fantastic garden. The children 
were really excited on the day and loved having a picnic on the lawn, followed 
by completing a circuit of obstacles, and then races in front of their families. 
Well done to our mini athletes who were in different coloured teams, and all 
worked really hard. We hope everyone who attended enjoyed the whole 
experience. Thank you to the fundraising team for organising refreshments! 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank all those on the committee and 
fundraising team for all their hard work.  

What’s happening in July?  

8th July - School Step Up Day - Older children will visit the school they will be 
attending for the  morning to prepare them for their transition. 

13th July - Teddy Bears picnic at Meppershall Academy for children starting 
there this September. 

15th July - Teddy Bears picnic for all children in this day, at The Rectory and a 
look around St Mary’s Church with Reverend Roni. 

22nd July (last day of term) - Leavers show and party day. We will really miss 
our older children, but know they are now ready for big school. We hope all 
our families have a fantastic summer holidays and look forward to seeing our 
younger children back on 5th September! Good luck to all our school starters! 

We are now enrolling for September. If your little one has turned 2 and is 
ready to make new friends and enjoy our stimulating, safe environment, please 
ring Tamsin our fantastic leader during session time on the number below for 
more information. We are open every morning from 9:15 till 12:15, and each 
Monday, Wednesday and Friday afternoon from 12:15 till 3:15 (term time 
only). 

 
 

 
 

  

Meppershall Pre-school is a thriving village Pre-school with its very own 
 ‘Mini Diggers’ allotment. We take up to 24 children in each session from in and around the 

surrounding areas.  Priority is given to funded children,  
and we have limited spaces for two year olds. 

Please ring Tamsin on 07816 357159, email tamsin@meppershall-ps.co.uk, 
or visit www.meppershall-ps.co.uk to find out more about the Early Years Foundation Stage 

and exceptional care we offer. 

 
Ofsted Registration Number: 219293                                          Registered Charity: 1031913 
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Sparks Jungle 
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Meppershall Garden Club   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our June meeting was held on a cold, rainy morning when our 
good intention of working on the village hall front border was 
abandoned and we retreated to one of our members' warm and 
cosy house for a meeting.  Of course, it wasn't too wet to admire 
her lovely garden. We did notice that the village hall front border 
has taken on a life of its own with many self-seeded native and 
wild flowers.  There are poppies, valerian, corncockle, linaria, 
verbena and various grasses, so we decided that all that really 
needed to come out were the unsightly weeds. 

The Planters were also looking good despite still containing winter 
pansies.  These will be replaced later in the month with a colourful 
display of summer bedding. 

At this time of the year, garden lovers are spoilt for choice, the 
highlight of June being the Chelsea Flower show.  Pauline enjoyed 
a wonderful day there and said that there was so much to see that 
it was difficult to know where to look first. She particularly enjoyed 
the Artisan garden and the glorious floral displays in the marquee.  

During the summer months many local villages open their gardens 
for charity as well as the gardens open under the National Garden 
Scheme (NGS) and the Red Cross Open Garden Scheme.  The free 
NGS leaflet showing the gardens that are open to the public in 
Hertfordshire and Bedfordshire can be picked up from most 
garden centres and both organisations have their own websites.  
There is a small fee payable at each garden entrance and of course 
most have delicious refreshments and plants on sale. All the 
proceeds from the NGS open gardens go to various charities and 
last year alone the total raised under the scheme was £2,637,000. 

One garden open in June under the NGS was the Manor House 
garden at Ayot St Lawrence. A 6 acre garden set in mature 
landscape round an Elizabethan Manor House with a 1 acre walled 
garden, including glass houses, fruit and vegetables, double 
herbaceous borders, rose and herb beds; there is also a Parterre, 
temple, pond garden and many more lovely features. If it's open 
again in 2017 we strongly recommend a visit. 

If you would like to find out more about the garden club then 
please speak to any of our members or make contact via our 
email. 

Linda Parker & Pauline Cady 

Linda Parker  

01462 815114     

Kim Lee Tyler 

01462 811750 

 

Email address: 
meppershallgardenclub@ho
tmail.co.uk 
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Join The Bike And Hike In 2016! 

Saturday 10th September 

Each year Meppershall enters a team for the 
Beds & Herts ‘Bike and Hike’ – will you join us? 

 

On bikes or in walking shoes, each participant raises sponsorship based on the 
number of churches visited throughout the day. Almost every church in 
Bedfordshire and Hertfordshire is open to sign your form and (often) to give 
you a drink! It’s a beautiful way to see more of our local region and lose 
yourself in the great outdoors - all for a very worthy cause. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
Beds & Herts Historic Churches Trust raises and manages money to 
help with the repair and restoration of churches and chapels across 

Bedfordshire and Hertfordshire – for more information go to 
www.bedshertshct.org.uk. 

 
Walk to one or two neighbouring villages or spend the day covering 

the counties, individually or in teams – it’s up to you, and it is a 
great day out for all ages. For information: 

 
Call James on 857836  

Email: meppershall.pcc@gmail.com  

mailto:meppershall.pcc@gmail.com
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Message from St. Mary’s - Services & Events 

Parish Church of St Mary The Virgin (Church of England) 
Church Road, off Campton Road, Meppershall 

www.stmarysmeppershall.org.uk          facebook.com/stmarysmeppershall  
 

 
 
 

 
Rector:  The Reverend Veronica Goodman 

01462 339962 – ronigoodman@gmail.com – usual day off Monday 
Churchwardens: 

Dawn Abbatt 01462 816962 
James Read 01462 857836  Email: Meppershall.PCC@gmail.com  

PCC Secretary: 
Anne Parsons 01462 813333 Email: annie10639@gmail.com  

Things to Look Out For… 

Churchyard Working Party, Friends of St Mary’s Village Quiz and Bible Society 
40th Anniversary Lunch – all on 9th July! 

Second Sunday Stroll – what do you mean, you don’t know where Chibley 
Farm is?! Come and find out. James for more info: 857836. 

United Benefice Service – on the last day of July at St Michael’s, Shefford, with 

free breakfast from 9am! 

A Message from St Mary’s… 

Firstly… Working to keep our Churchyard safe and tidy - I would like to ask for 

your help in trying to contact the families of the following people (given the 

dates I might be being hopeful!)   

Harriet (1945) and William Cakebread (1946);  
Rhoda Harris (1934);   
Ann (1937) and Alfred Harris (1941);   
Mary Isherwood (1930);   
Ann Izzard (1948);   
William (1928) and Constance MacFarlane (1952);  
Sarah Maddens (19 ?) and John Maddens (1934);  
John Pestell (1858);  
Mary and James Pettifer (1928);   
Sophia (1933) and James Upton (1937)  

http://www.stmarysmeppershall.org.uk/
mailto:ronigoodman@gmail.com
mailto:Meppershall.PCC@gmail.com
mailto:annie10639@gmail.com
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As gravestones and monuments remain the property of the family it is 

important for me to try to obtain agreement from the family for any 

maintenance that might need to be carried out.  

And now more personally … Andrew and I have been pondering lately what a 

wonderful gift time is!   

After twelve years of ministry Andrew has the tremendous gift of a three 

month Extended Study Leave sabbatical in which to pray, research, study, and 

do whatever he needs to be refreshed and restored for, please God, the next 

ten years of ministry. 

Being given that much time does have something of the wonder and 

excitement of being a child at Christmas about it! But for Andrew particularly 

and for me too, it does challenge us to ask what we need to refresh and 

restore us and to make us fit for the future? 

In addition to hopefully spending a bit more time together and with our family, 

Andrew is taking some water colour lessons - something he hasn’t really done 

since his teens; he is taking a sleeper train trip to Poland to visit some Local 

Houses of Prayer (part of a larger study of this movement);  he is doing some 

gardening (vegetables and wild flowers) and catching up with a few of things 

we always intended to do in the house; and he is planning to walk some of the  

Bunyan Way… amongst other things. I wonder what you would choose to do? 

But one of the things these “delicious” but simple plans are making us wonder 

is what we could do to make more of our normal everyday lives - and to find 

sabbatical times - sabbatical days - and sabbatical hours within them. We are 

so grateful always for the family we have, how we live, this beautiful place we 

live in and the people we live amongst, but it is still true that we let many 

moments and opportunities slip by - putting off until some unspecified future 

time, things we could do or enjoy today!   

I am hoping that this will not just be a sabbatical time that comes and goes and 

delivers us back to carry on as before, good though that was. I hope that this is 

a gift that will keep on giving as we go on - restored and refreshed and 

different – better, somehow! Better able “to live life in all its fullness.” 

Better able to thank God for all his gifts -  better able to use them -  and better 

able to share them with others. Rector Roni 
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Services and Events – July 2016   At St Mary’s unless stated below 

Date Time Service / Event 

Sun 3rd Jul.6th 
after Trinity 

10.45am 
11.00am 

Teen Table Talk at The Rectory  
Holy Communion 

Weds 6th July 10.00am Holy Communion 

Friday 8th July 9.00 – 
9.30pm 

Silent Together – join friends to sit for a few 
minutes to enjoy the tranquillity of the church 

Sat 9th July 
 

8.30am-
4pm 
 
12 for 
12.30pm 
7.00 for 
7.30pm 

Churchyard Working Party – as usual, any help 
appreciated – bring your own tools, lunch 
provided – tidying, trimming, community fun. 
Bible Society local groups’ 40th Anniversary 
Lunch, New Wellbury Farmhouse, call 816446. 
Village Quiz – QE2 90th Birthday Special 
Join the fun for (as promised) this special Village 
Quiz away from its usual January date to mark 
the 90th Birthday of HM Queen Elizabeth II. Book 
a seat or table (6 seats): James and Miriam 
857836. 

Sunday 10th July 
7th after Trinity 

8.30am 
11.00am 
2.15pm 

Holy Communion 
Second Sunday Service – the easy habit 
Second Sunday Stroll – a short one – down 
Shillington Road to Chibley Farm and back. 
Details from James 857836. 

Mon 11th July 7.30 for 
8pm 

Bible Society meeting at St Michael’s, Shefford, 
speaker Jonathan Gorsky, University of London 

Tues 12th July 2-4pm Rectory Tea – chat and a cuppa – all welcome 

Weds 13thJul. 10.00am Holy Communion 

Sun 17th July 8th 
after Trinity 

8.30am 
11.00am 

Holy Communion 
All Age Family Service 

Weds 20thJul. 10.00am Holy Communion 

Sat 23rd July 9.00am Celtic Morning Prayer 

Sun 24th July 
9th after Trinity 

8.30am 
11.00am 

Holy Communion 
All Age Family Service 

Tues 26th July 2-4pm Rectory Tea. “Getting serious” with a  cuppa 

Weds 27thJul. 10.00am Holy Communion 

Sun 31st July 
10th after Trinity 

9.00am 
10.00am 

Breakfast available at St Michael’s followed by 
United Benefice Service at St Michael’s, Shefford 

Weds 3rd Aug 10.00am Holy Communion 

Sun 7th Aug 
11th aft Trinity 

10.45am 
11.00am 

Teen Table Talk at The Rectory  
Holy Communion 
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St. Mary’s Meppershall Junior Church  

On Sunday 5th June, Junior Church got together to explore 
the story of Noah and the Ark! 
 
The children joined in the story using colourful books that 
demonstrated the story beautifully with turning wheels and 
magnetic animals. 
 
We discussed how Noah listened to God when he told him to 
build the ark and put the animals onto it. 
 
Noah trusted God and that is how we try to live our lives 
today. 
 
The children had fun playing charades, trying to mime 
animals (sometimes more successfully than others!). 
 
So, as we go through the year, let’s make an effort to listen 
to what God is trying to tell us.  Listen for his messages and 
take the action that is needed. 
 
On the first Sunday of each month Junior Church will now be 
held in the Vestry in St Mary’s Church, if there is a change of 
venue, this will be published on Facebook. 
 
Times remain the same. 
 
Please do join us, we look forward to seeing you! 
 
 
The Junior Church Team  
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The Team   

CONTRIBUTIONS 

The Editor welcomes contributions to the Messenger, whether as letters, 
articles or notices.  Contributions should preferably be as attachments to e-
mail but hand written contributions may be sent by post, left at the Editor’s 
address below or in the folder kept at the Village Stores.  Contributions should 
run to not more than one A5 page (except by prior arrangement) and should 
be received by the Editor not later than the 12th of the month for publication at 
the end of that month.   Contributions received after the deadline may be held 
over. 

DISCLAIMER 

The Editor reserves the right to omit or alter any advertisement or article and 
to change the content, format or issue date of the magazine without prior 
notice.  The Editor cannot be held responsible for the factual correctness of, or 
for any libellous comment or statement made in any advertisement, article or 
other contribution published in this magazine.  Every effort will be made to 
avoid any deliberate attempt to mislead or otherwise cause harm or damage 
to any person or persons by any advertisement, article or any other 
contribution published in this magazine. 

THE TEAM 

Editor Mike McConnell 2a Gregory Close 811814 
 Email: mike.mcconnell@virgin.net  
Assistant Editor David Turner 2 Campton Road 813613 
  Email: davidturner25@hotmail.com  
Advertising and 
Distribution 

Colette House 90 Fildyke Road 815585 
Email: colettehouse@gmail.com  

Production 
Co-ordination 

Enid Pamment 112 High Street 851397   
Email: enid.pamment@gmail.com 

Treasurer John Thompson 16 Brookmead  812983 
 Email: jthompson244@btinternet.com  

 

Collating Dates for your Diaries  
2016  

   September 26  
   October 31  
July 25  November 28  
      

 

Please note that dates in the above table indicate the month in which the 
collating will take place, at 2.30 pm in the Sugar Loaf.  The issue being 
collated will relate to the following month. 

mailto:mike.mcconnell@virgin.net
mailto:davidturner25@hotmail.com
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