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Editorial

By Mike McConnell

A very warm welcome to your double-issue, summer
Messenger. Sad to think that our next edition will be in
the autumn, when the days will be drawing in, towards
the end of the year. In the meantime, however, we can
enjoy the full strength of the summer sun (when not
obscured by clouds) and the possibility of a vacation.
After all the turmoil following the Brexit vote, which will
no doubt still be giving us aftershocks as you read this, I
think that you will find your Messenger to be
reassuringly steady. We have all the usual contributions from our clubs, the
school and the church. This issue also features an article by Mick Ridley with
help from members of the Summer Fair Committee that both celebrates this
year’s fair and gives us a behind-the-scenes look at what it takes to organise a
successful event. I notice also that they’re looking for more help, so there may
be an opportunity to become more fully involved. I’d like to thank all involved
for making the fair such a great occasion. In my view, it is way out of
proportion to the size of our village and seems to work well with our British
summers. Alongside this edition you will find a colour supplement devoted to
pictures from the fair. As usual, these have been expertly compiled from a
variety of sources by David Turner, who has my thanks for undertaking this.
On the topic of becoming more fully involved, I had an idea that might help
villagers connect up. I think it likely that many folk in Meppershall have
hobbies and interests that they have to leave the village to pursue, even
though there may be somebody, just round the corner, who shares their
interest. The Messenger could help here. For those with an interest to share,
I’d suggest we could publish a short piece (circa 1 page) which could outline
the activity and say why it interests and rewards participants and where folk
from Meppershall usually go to meet like-minded folk. This could benefit us
by:  Making us all aware of the spectrum of interests that are catered for
locally.
 Supporting recruitment to these local groups.
 Potentially allowing Meppershall folk who have a shared interest make
contact.
Anyone with an interest that they would like to share is invited to contact the
Editor, who is happy to provide any support needed.

Click here to return to the Table of Contents
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Letters to the Editor
Dear Sir,
I would like to raise a point with regards to loose and out of control dogs. I
have a pair of small dogs and I am walking my partner’s Labrador momentarily.
Twice this month, two different dogs have run at my on lead charges and
created havoc. Yes my girls will bark because they feel threatened. And come
to that, I also feel threatened. I will bring a camera in future on my walk and
snap the next intruder. And the photos will be issued to the appropriate
department as I am led to believe that this unwanted behaviour is now against
the law? My nervous state is now in overdrive. Come on folks don't allow your
dogs their liberty if they aren't responsive to a recall please.
Jill Dickson
Sirs,
Like many residents in the village, we are constantly aware of traffic, narrow
paths etc., etc. The main ‘danger zone’ is by the Post Office. It is incredibly
dangerous to pass on the road either way by the Post Office. Why is it not
possible to erect a mirror by the Post Office? That way it may alleviate, with a
little caution, an accident just waiting to happen.
Enid Pamment
Editoral Note
Although the Parish Council is not responsible for roads, the Messenger
forwarded a copy of this letter to them for comment. We reproduce the reply
received below.
“Thanks for the chance to comment on Enid's letter. Mirrors, when used, are
usually to benefit people leaving their concealed drives and are small and
circular in design with a limited field of vision. I am not aware of any location
where mirror(s) have been used to assist the vision in areas like we have
around the shop but I will ask the Clerk to enquire with Highways at CBC as to
whether mirrors have been considered. I appreciate the concern of many in
the village about the congestion around the shop, but there is no acceptable
solution to all involved, so I would ask all drivers and pedestrians to exercise
extreme caution and patience not only in this area but in the village as a
whole.”
Regards, Peter Chapman, Chairman Meppershall Parish Council.
Click here to return to the Table of Contents
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Village Hall Development Update

Below is a brief statement from Croudace Homes
Ltd:
Meppershall Village Hall and Housing Development –
Update 7th July 2016
Croudace Homes’ Meppershall Village Hall and housing
planning application was registered by Central
Bedfordshire Council on 11th May 2016. The
consultation period for this application began on 11th
May 2016 and ended on 17th June 2016. Central
Bedfordshire Council has received all of the consultee
comments and are currently in discussions with
Croudace Homes to resolve any relevant areas of
concern and move the application in a positive
direction.
Information and drawings relating to the application
can be found on the Central Bedfordshire Council
website.
Hopefully if all goes well with the planning application
we could begin on site in November 2016 with the
temporary village hall being constructed in the
beginning of the new year. These times are all subject
to the progress of the planning application and
technical design.
Click here to return to the Table of Contents
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NHS Travel Costs

Click here to return to the Table of Contents
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Meppershall Village Forum
#LOVE MEPPERSHALL
Since the last issue of The Messenger, we have published the results from our
fifth questionnaire, on Highways and Transport. The top findings have been
published on our Twitter page (@mepvilforum) and on the Village Forum
Facebook page (www.facebook.com/meppershallvillageforum ), as well as on
our Village Forum website which can be found at the following address:
meppershallvillageforum.wordpress.com (bit.ly/mepvilforum).
Don't forget, you can either type in this address to access the website directly
or go to the village website (meppershall.org) and click on the Forum link
there. On the Village Forum website, you will not only find details of our top
findings from this questionnaire, but also a link to a PDF containing the full
details of all the responses. You can also see the results from previous
questionnaires, as well as the timetable for future surveys.
If you don't have access to a computer, the top findings for Questionnaire Five
are reproduced below and if you would like the full detail of the survey, please
contact Paul Smith on 07715 572362.
We have now come to our final questionnaire, which is number nine and is on
Village Governance. You can find the link to this questionnaire at any of our
online sites, as detailed above or you can fill out the paper copy included with
this issue of The Messenger. Thank you to everyone who has filled out one or
more questionnaires along the way and thank you for continuing to complete
them. It really is important that we get your feedback and we really appreciate
your continued support.
Thank you,
The Village Plan Review Group
forum@meppershall.org

Questionnaire 5 – Highways and Transport - Top Findings
1. Methods of transport: a car village
Meppershall is nearly entirely a car/van/motorbike village, with 95% of
respondents indicating these as their regular modes of transport.
Currently, about 20% of respondents use buses, but most respondents feel
that the provision of more buses, especially a bus service to Arlesey station,
would be the most beneficial improvement to public transport. This echoes
Click here to return to the Table of Contents
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the finding that train services from nearby stations are well used and mostly
satisfactory.
2. Parking is the major issue (90%)
The biggest traffic concern in the village is parking (90% of respondents), with
its associated congestions, pinch points and blind bends.
Multiple critical zones were highlighted throughout the village, especially the
shop area of the High Street, and Fildyke Road. The most popular remedy
suggested by respondents was double yellow lines (36%).
The findings will be given to the PC Highways working group, for review of the
areas of concern and feasibility studies of solutions.
3. Speeding is also a major concern (75%)
The speed limit in the village (30mph) is considered adequate by 73%, while
the limit on the surrounding roads (60 mph) receives mixed views (55%
adequate, 45% too fast).
Speeding is a concern for 75%, with specific problem areas. Speed cameras and
associated fines are seen as the most effective method to tackle the issue
(75%), while the recent measures are seen as mostly ineffective by 77% of
respondents.
4. Other highways matters are acceptable but several improvements would
be welcome.
Respondents are strongly satisfied with street lighting and signage (94% and
93% respectively), although some improvement would be welcome, such as
better signposting to Old Road Meadow nature reserve.
92% of respondents are satisfied with the gritting carried out by CBC. 76%
know where the grit salt bins are, yet 71% never make use of them.
The condition of the pavements received mixed reviews (55% mostly satisfied),
and a third of respondents would like to see additional pavements, notably on
Fildyke Road.
52% of respondents are dissatisfied with road surfaces and potholes are the
problem most commonly reported to CBC (32%).
5. Information to and from CBC
Communication between villagers and local authorities on highways issues is
poor. The reporting methods to inform CBC of highways issues are hardly used
(13%) and 10% of respondents didn’t know they could do so. Likewise, more
than half didn’t know www.roadworks.org exists and less than 10% are using
it.

Click here to return to the Table of Contents
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Meppershall Academy

By Nickie Moore

It seems unbelievable that we are nearly at the end of the school year. Looking
back, so much has happened. The main highlights have to be our very
successful OFSTED and SIAMS Inspections, both of which recognised what a
good school Meppershall CE Academy is. Other highlights include singing at the
02 with thousands of children participating from around the country. Year 4
children have been on a Residential which took place in Lincolnshire this year
which was highlighted in the July’s Meppershall Messenger, showing some of
the activities the children took part in.
Back in June we celebrated the Queen’s Ninetieth Birthday by holding a
celebration tea. The weather was glorious and we were delighted to share the
occasion with some residents from Meppershall Care Home – we even
welcomed a lady who is 100! We managed to cover most of the Queen’s 90
years from a new born baby to 100 years!
During the past few weeks we have been busy with usual summer term events
including Sports Day and our Key Stage Two production, “Reach for The Sky”.
Once again, the children performed well in front of an eager audience and
sang beautifully.
Whilst I have been writing reports to parents, it is always very interesting as it
gives me a chance to reflect on the children’s individual journeys and progress.
We have just had our Step Up morning where each class visits their new
teacher and we welcome new children into our school. Our numbers continue
to increase and I am proud of everyone’s achievements over the past year.
This is always a slightly sad time of year as we say goodbye to the oldest
children in the school as they leave us to go to their new Middle Schools. We
give the children a school leaver’s year book which has photos of the children
from when they joined us in Acorns, aged 4, until they are in Year 4 and it is
incredible to look back at how small they were! I hope the children will look
back on their time at Meppershall CE Academy with fondness and love. We will
certainly miss them all but wish them all the best for their journey ahead.
I would like to finish by thanking all members of the school community who
have supported the children over the past academic year – parents,
volunteers, governors and staff. Meppershall CE Academy is such a lovely
school and I hope to welcome more of you into the school over the coming
year. Have a lovely summer. Nickie Moore.
Click here to return to the Table of Contents
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The Meppershall Players

By Karen Mitchell

It’s not too late to be part of this year’s Pantomime on or off the stage. If you
want to be a part of ‘Sinbad the Sailor’ come along to the Hall on Wednesday
night at 7.30pm. The cut-off date for being on the stage is Wednesday 31st
August. There is no time limit for off stage interest.
The dates for this year’s Pantomime are:
Fri 25th Nov 7.45pm
Sat 26th Nov 3pm & 7.45pm
Fri 2nd Dec 7.45pm
Sat 3rd Dec 3pm & 7.45pm
Matinees £6 Concessions £5
Evenings £9 Concessions £7
Last Night Performance £10 no Concessions.
Tickets are available directly from the Players every Wednesday evening
throughout September 7.30-9.30pm at Meppershall Village Hall.
If you are an organisation/charity and would like to benefit from our charity
Pantomime performance, send a letter to The Players.
If you play piano and would like to accompany the Players in this year’s
Pantomime we’d be very pleased to meet you.
The Meppershall Players are on Face book (Meppershall Players Community)
Insta-gram, Twitter, Meppershall Village Hall Website, the list is endless. Also,
the Players’ notice board in the front foyer of Meppershall Village Hall and
updated regularly.
The Players are always welcoming to new members. If you want to see what
we’re about, just drop in to the Hall any Wednesday evening. You don’t need a
formal invitation, just walk in and say hello (we really are a friendly bunch).
The Players meet every Wednesday evening at 7.30pm at the Village Hall.
Membership is currently free and we welcome people from the age of 9 to
90+, to indulge in all areas of theatrical performances, set building, costumes,
directing, acting, make-up, song & dance, etc, etc.
Interested? We look forward to meeting you.
Karen Mitchell (Players’ Secretary) 01462 816336

Click here to return to the Table of Contents
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Shefford Leisure Group

By Enid Pamment

Another visit to Milton Keynes Theatre, this time on a
Saturday afternoon to see ‘Thriller Live’ based on
Michael Jackson’s music. This show was beautifully
dressed and the scenery and lighting breathtaking.
The dancing and energy of the performers was brilliant
which certainly left the full audience clapping and
jigging in time to the music. It really was a non-stop
performance.
The tickets purchased for The Nutcracker for Saturday
16th November are completely sold-out. Fortunately we have been able to hire
the second Wanderbus after purchasing extra tickets. So we will be able to
travel in convoy!
Ampthill & District Lions Club each year put on a ‘Sing Along’ at the Flitwick
Village Hall. This event is free of charge. For this year the ‘Lions’ have booked
the well-known ‘Billy Keys’. Please give me a telephone call and if there are
sufficient people who would like to go, I will book transport for you.
Llandrindod Wells – Scenic Special One of the companies we book holidays
through has offered a fantastic deal. Friday 16th – Monday 19th September
2016. Coach pick-up from Shefford, staying at the Glen Usk Hotel, 3 Nights,
Dinner, Bed, & Breakfast; 2 full-day excursions – 2 evenings’ entertainment.
Complete luggage handling service and a Tour Escort. Single rooms available.
The price is under £150.00pp. Don’t miss out!
FORTHCOMING EVENTS (At a Glance) 2016
BBC Country File Live - Blenheim Palace
Cotswolds - Chavenage House
A Day by the Brighton Seaside in August
Twist & Shout at Wickstead Park- lunch +
afternoon tea
Llandrindod Wells, Wales ( see above)
Sing Along’ with Billy Keys - Flitwick Village Hall
Torquay - TLH Hotels - The Derwent Hotel
Thursford Christmas Spectacular (Matinee)
The LORD MAYOR’S SHOW
NEW The Nutcracker – MK Theatre

Thursday 4th August
Tuesday 16th August
Sunday 21st August
Tuesday 13th September
Fri 16th - Mon 19th
September
Tuesday 27th September
Mon 10th - Fri 15th
October
Friday 11th November
Saturday 12th November
Saturday 26th November

Click here to return to the Table of Contents
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Turkey & Tinsel - Eastbourne Daish’s ‘Flagship’
Hotel The Claremont
NEW – John Rutter’s Christmas Celebrations
(Matinee)
NEW Anglesey Abbey – Winter Lights (with hot
supper)
Oh What a Christmas Cracker, at Wickstead Park
More exciting trips on the horizon for 2017.

Thurs 1st - Mon 5th
December
Thursday 8th December
Sunday 11th December
Tuesday 20th December

LONDON SHOWS CURRENTLY AVAILABLE (with Stevenage Group Travel)
(Coach leaving Shefford at 11:15am, unless stated otherwise)

BREAKFAST AT TIFFANY’S
matinee)
LION KING (matinee)
KINKY BOOTS
MUSIC OF JOHN WILLIAMS
(matinee)
MOTOWN THE MUSICAL
BEST OF BROADWAY
BRICK LANE MUSIC HALL
CHRISTMAS SHOW
DISNEY ON ICE ‘FROZEN’

Wednesday 7th September. Theatre Royal,
Haymarket – Stall Seats
Wednesday 21st September – Lyceum Theatre –
Stall Seats. Coach leaving Shefford at 10.45am
Monday 26th September – Adelphi Theatre – Stall
Seats – Coach leaving Shefford at 4.15pm.
Sat. 1stOctober. The RPO at the Royal Albert Hall
– Arena or Circle Seats. Coach leaving Shefford at
11am.
Monday 10th October, Shaftesbury Theatre Royal,
Stall Seats. Coach leaving Shefford at 5.15pm.
Tues. 18th October. Arena Seats – coach leaving
Shefford at 10.45am
Wed. 23rd November, entertainment with
afternoon cream tea. leaving Shefford at
10:15am
Saturday evening 29th October – Birmingham
Arena, Coach leaving Shefford at 2.30pm.

Please telephone for availability and prices of any outings or shows listed
above. For all holidays, which includes transport and hotel accommodation,
Shefford Leisure Group acts as an agent for the Tour Operator, their terms and
conditions apply. Shefford Leisure Group is open to everyone in the local
community, who feel they would like to join us on our ventures and see places
they would not see under their own steam. We are always happy to meet new
friends.
Raffles are held and all the proceeds are for Keech Hospice Care for Children.
For further information regarding dates, prices and availability or to receive
our monthly newsletter, please contact Enid on 01462 851397 or e-mail
enid.pamment@gmail.com
Click here to return to the Table of Contents
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Meppershall Summer Fair 2016

By Mick Ridley

It is 8:30pm on the night before the fair. Having rushed out to get rakes, the
summer fair committee is hauling enormous rubble bags of grass clippings that
they have raked from what will be the arena area and the now erected
marquees.
Fast forward 17 hours and the team have been on site since 6:30am; hauling
straw bales, setting up and receiving entries for the Bake Off, making the
Lifestyle Marquee look wonderful, transporting chairs and tables, making a
fantastic beer and champagne tent and directing nearly 50 stallholders to their
allocated spot.
The ground has been saturated from all the rain and Graham Jones has been in
constant action pulling vehicles that have sunk into the soft ground. We have
even had to enlist the sterling services of Paul Carne and his tractor to extract
some of the more sizeable and stubborn trucks. To add to this the carefully
marked out plan for the stall holders has been scrapped as one of the larger
catering vehicles has decided to park across a large number of pitches leading
to some on the hoof re-planning.
...and the heavens have now opened in what appears to be some kind of
Meppershall Monsoon.
But even through the wind and rain our village keeps on coming. The beer and
champagne tent is heaving and enjoying our band RF2. The St Mary's tea tent
is doing a roaring trade and the lifestyle marquee is packed. Scrufts is as
popular as ever and the classic cars look great. The weather clears and whilst
not a balmy summer's day it is at least now dry.
24 hours after the raking and we are just finishing clearing the field. I check my
phone and it says I have done over 30,000 steps and it feels like it. Was it
worth it? Absolutely!
Being involved with a wonderful bunch of people who meet once a month in
the Sugar Loaf from November and organising an amazing event for the village
is worth the effort. It is fun, it is rewarding and we are always looking for new
members and fresh thinking.
But don't take my word for it - this is what some of the committee members
have to say:
Jess Bryant - "This was my first year on the village fair committee and I was
given the task of the organising the arena. We had a lot of amazing acts which
we needed to fit in but just about managed it on paper...however the weather
didn't read the timetable! With a little bit of juggling and a lot of help from
Click here to return to the Table of Contents
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James Read and Mick Trundle on the PA we just about managed to keep it
running on time with a few minor adjustments.
The band was amazing at helping to keep everyone entertained when the
weather was being naughty and were so flexible. The Shefford majorettes
managed to just finish their brilliant routine before the heavens opened and
the Hemlock Morris Men kept dancing even when it was a little wet.
There were many more reasons that made it a great day and I think all the acts
in the arena were excellent and kept everyone entertained. I will be there the
same time next year; it would be great if you all were too."
Carolyn Ansell - "We aim to get good prizes to encourage people to buy
tickets. This year I wrote a letter to local businesses with great results. All our
prizes were donated locally except one and I would like to thank all involved
especially ACO UK for sponsoring the 1st prize of a Virgin Balloon ride, Attack
Pest Control for the wonderful 12 bottles of red wine, Hing’s Opticians for an
elegant Ladies Seiko watch, and Morrison’s for a lovely bottle of Champagne.
The tickets sold well, raising £500, thanks to the helpers in the raffle tent.
Looking forward to next year, we are on the look-out for prizes, so if you or
somebody you know could donate a special prize, please contact us on our
Facebook page Meppershall Village Fair and Fireworks."
Karen Lucas - "I joined the Village Fair committee in January this year and took
over the job of selling the advertising for the fair programme. We offer a
discount to advertisers from the previous year, so I already had a list of
businesses that have supported us which proved invaluable. We had amazing
support from many local businesses, both existing and new ones.
I also wrapped the raffle prizes, and with help from my family managed to
create a mini 'hot air balloon' to advertise our first prize!
It was a lot of work during the weekend of the fair, but I thoroughly enjoyed it,
am staying on the committee and looking forward to our next event."
Kim Tyler - "The Meppershall community was well represented with stalls
including our Pre School, Brownies, C of E Academy, the Meppershall Players
and Village Forum. Local businesses included Marcia’s homemade cakes, jams
& chutneys, Not Just a Dog and the wonderful work of Don Dexter with his

Click here to return to the Table of Contents
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Wooden Creations. Other local organisations joining us included CRPE
Bedfordshire and The Warden Abbey Community Vineyard.
Many of our regulars returned including the obligatory Lana Bags, just about
every woman & young lady in Meppershall has at least one of these! Other
regulars included Sue Guess with her home & garden accessories, Margaret
Morgan’s Raw Honey, Butterfly Beauty by Lisa and 196 Jewellery Design.
Newcomers included local artist Lauren Clemmet, Tree Trunk Toys Ltd by Lisa
Bushnell and Kids on the Catwalk with an array of children’s clothing &
accessories.
What a turn out! – Thank you all.
I am always on the lookout for new stalls for both outside and within our
Lifestyle Marquee so please do contact me now on 0795 255 7203 if you
would like to find out more about having a stall in the future - remember time
flies!"
Alli Roberts - "For me, the Bake Off is all about enabling the complete
spectrum of age ranges and abilities to participate and for people to just have
a go! Prior to the event, there’s nothing more rewarding than receiving phone
calls and emails from prospective entrants ranging from how to display their
bake, double checking the rules, through to ensuring they haven’t missed the
deadline! You all take it seriously and I love ‘properly’ meeting you on the
morning of the Fair
Organisation of the Bake Off starts early and I am busy thinking of categories
and classes well before Christmas. These need to be run past our wonderful
judges for their thoughts – with over 100 years judging experience their help is
invaluable. I like to bring the light hearted ‘just have a go’ element and
balance this with the formality and style the WI bring – these ladies know their
stuff!
Watching the entrants proudly bring their Bake up on the morning of the Fair is
what it’s all about…the children explaining in some detail what their
gingerbread decorations mean through to hearing from one more senior
resident when handing over his pie how this was his mother’s recipe. I love
decorating the marquee with as much bunting I can lay my hands on and
arranging flowers in jam-jars, so the marquee is as pretty as possible. It’s also
rather nice to walk back into the marquee once the Fair opens and listen to the
squeals of delight where entrants have been placed an award.

Click here to return to the Table of Contents
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Despite the hard work and trying to make each year even more popular than
the last, I am always open to comments…please feel free to contact me...
(alli.roberts@hotmail.com) Bring on Bake Off ’17 - Come on – give it a dough!"
Graham Jones - "I've come to the conclusion that being involved in the
community in Meppershall is mostly about moving things...my pint glass to my
mouth during committee meetings throughout the year, chairs and tables from
Shefford, more chairs and tables from the village hall, generator from the
shop, fencing around the field and water from the tea tent. In the odd spare
moment there were plenty of people to tow out of the mud, an unfortunate
consequence of the contractor failing to cut the grass when promised.
As I collected the last car off the otherwise deserted field, I was already looking
forward to the next Fair."
Steve Ansell - "The Bar this year was Champagne and Bling theme, I'm pleased
to say there's a lot of ladies in Meppershall who appreciate the finer things in
life, the Champagne was a great success, unfortunately the weather wasn't.
We still made a profit due in no small part to the generous donations from
people freely giving their time and a couple of companies helping out
enormously."
Any surplus that the fair makes will be used to support the Meppershall Village
Fireworks and next year's Summer Fair.
Louise Hutson adds that “advertising on Social Media plays a vital role in
getting the message out to the wider community of details of the Fair.
We use Facebook and Twitter not only to promote our event but also to
generate interest from both stallholders and entertainers. It was solely through
Facebook that Wymondham Falconry heard about our Fair. We were able to
link our page to the pages of business and charities that attended the
Fair helping to promote them as well.
Just ‘like’ our page on Facebook ‘Meppershall Summer Fair and Autumn
Fireworks’ or follow us on Twitter @MeppershallFair to keep up to date on
developments for this year’s Fireworks and next year's Fair."

Click here to return to the Table of Contents
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‘SCRUFTS’ Results

Class Winners 2016

Class One:
Prettiest Bitch ‘JUD’ Cocker Spaniel - Owned by: Tracy Goodwin.
Class Two:
Most Handsome Dog ‘RUDI’ Labrador/Weimaraner - Owned by: Grace Henry.
Class Three:
Waggiest Tail ‘BUDDY’ Cocker Spaniel - Owned by: Hugh Blackwood.
Class Four:
Veteran over 9 years ‘Becky’ Labrador - Owned by: Chloe & Emma Brightwell.
ClassFive:
Dog the Judge would most like to take home -‘MAX’ Weimaraner - Owned by:
Donna Leverett & Simon Holden
Random Dog in the Crowd – ‘GEORGIA’ Cocker Spaniel - Owned by: Emma,
Olivia & Sue Beard.
“BEST IN SHOW FOR 2016”
‘RUDI’ Labrador/Weimaraner - Owned by: Grace Henry.

Classic Cars and Bikes

By Jean Holden

A big Thank You to the owners of the classic cars and bikes that braved the
terrible conditions to support the village fair.
A self-voting of our display, resulted in the Mustang, owned by Mr Blair Austin
of Meppershall winning the trophy.
Congratulations Blair

Click here to return to the Table of Contents
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Notices
Bedford Model Engineering Society Summerfield Miniature Railway
Off the A600 just past Haynes Turn Public Running Days 10.30.AM to 4 PM
AUGUST
Wednesday 3rd , 10th, 17th, Sunday 28th
Bank Holiday Monday 29th
SEPTEMBER Sunday 4th, 18th
OCTOBER
Sunday 9th, 23rd
Wednesday 26th (half term)*
DECEMBER Saturday 3rd & Sunday 4th Santa Specials – booking essential
*on our half term opening in October, only limited catering will be available.

Help for Heroes
The Help for Heroes Committee based in Meppershall are holding a golf day at
Mount Pleasant Golf Club, Lower Stondon on September 8th 2016.
Entries forms are available from Gee and Tony Bird, 36 High St Tel: 01462
813417 Cost £45 including a bacon butty and dinner in aid of a good cause. For
further information contact Pippa 813417

Meppershall Good Neighbours Group
The Gnomes would like to hear from you if:
*
You have recently moved to Meppershall and would like one of our
welcome packs
*
You would like our help
*
You would like to join us.
Call our helpline: 07760 793921 or come to our coffee morning at 10.45 on
the 2nd Thursday of each month at the New Meppershall Care Home on
Shefford Road. You can also find Meppershall Good Neighbours
on Facebook

‘TRUGS & TROWELS’ - Campton Gardening Club

Our next meeting is on Monday, 1st August - Campton Village Hall,
7.30-9.00pm
When we will welcome the Head Gardener at Campton Manor to talk
about the landscape and design for the redevelopment of a period
garden.
We will also have the ‘weigh in’ of our potato growing competition.
Everyone Welcome - Admission £1.50
For more information, please contact… Maryika 01462 851729
Click here to return to the Table of Contents
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Meppershall Scarecrow Festival

Click here to return to the Table of Contents
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Meppershall Social Club
* BINGO Every Friday Night
Doors open 6.45pm eyes down 7.15pm
Members free, Non-members £1 entrance fee
* CLUB SOUND KARAOKE Saturday 6th August 8pm-Late, Saturday 3rd
September 8pm-late, with Dave & Stuart. Sing-a-long to your
favourite songs, at this fun for everyone evening in a relaxed and
friendly atmosphere
* PAUL CARNE’S QUIZ NIGHT Sunday 11th September
£1 per person entry fee, no set number in team (you can have as few
or as many as you like in your team)
50-50 split of entrance fee, half to charity half to the winning team.
Non Members welcome
*SNOOKER at the Social Club, members can play every evening when
the club is open. For more information pop into the Social Club any
evening, or contact The Club after 8pm on 01462 817359. Club opens
8pm; we look forward to seeing you
*Saturday 27th August Charity Quiz Night 7.30pm-in aid of Bladder
Cancer & Diabetes £5 per person, teams of six. Includes ploughman’s
supper. Quiz Masters Mr Paul Carne & Mr Peter Chapman. Call in at
the club to book your table. Or ring Gemma on 07968529282
*Saturday 24th September Shadow Play (Live Band) 8pm-late
Members £4, Non-members £8, on the door £10. Tickets on sale at
the Club
More Events at the Club in next issue of the Messenger
MEMBERSHIP for 2016 is still available (pick up a form at the Club)
Meppershall Social Club 01462 817359 after 8pm

Click here to return to the Table of Contents
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Barton le Clay Hoticultural Show
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Meppershall Calendar of Events
August
Day

Date

What's on
Campton
Gardening Club.
Talk and weigh-in
(see page 16)
Evergreens
Club Sound
Karaoke
GNOMES Coffee
morning
Sparks
(see page 35)
Evergreens
Charity Quiz

When

Where

Monday

1

7:30 - 9:00pm

Campton Village Hall

Thursday

4

2:15 - 4:00pm

The Sugarloaf

Saturday

6

8:00pm - late

Social Club

Thursday

11

10:45 - 11:45am

New Meppershall Care
Home

MondayThursday
Thursday
Saturday

15 18
18
27

10:00 - 2:00pm

St Mary’s Church

2:15 - 4:00pm
7:30pm till late

The Sugarloaf
Social Club

What's on
Evergreens
Club Sounds
Karaoke
GNOMES Coffee
morning
Help for Hero's golf
day (see page 16)
Barton-le-Clay
Horticultural Show
(see page 21)
Beds & Herts Bike
and Hike
Warden Abbey 30th
anniversary event
Paul Carne's Quiz
night

When
2:15 - 4:00pm

Where
The Sugarloaf

8:00pm

Social Club

16-25

Scarecrow Festival

See page 18

18
15

St Mary's Gift Day
Evergreens
Live band: Shadow
Play (see page 20)

Afternoon
2:15 - 4:00pm

Throughout the village (map
available)
St Mary's Church
The Sugarloaf

8:00pm till late

Social Club

September
Day
Thursday

Date
1

Saturday

3

Thursday

8

Saturday

8

Saturday

10

Saturday

10

Sunday

11

Sunday

11

Friday to
Sunday
Sunday
Thursday
Saturday

24

10:45 - 11:45am
12:00pm
2:30pm

New Meppershall Care
Home
Mount Pleasant Golf Club,
Lower Stondon
Barton-le-Clay village hall

11:00am –
4:00pm

Churches in Bedfordshire &
Hertfordshire
Warden Abbey Vinyard see
website for details

7:30pm start

Social Club

See page 38

Also see the calendar on the village website
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Film Review – Midnight Special

By Carlie Newman

Rather like a reverse 'ET', MIDNIGHT SPECIAL (cert. 12A 1 hr. 52 mins.) is
predominantly a sci-fi film. But this excellent movie has something special to
offer in that it shows us a parent who is willing to give up his child for the boy's
own good.
There is no slow build-up or backstory here: we
are plunged straight into the story. Two men in a
motel room with a child lying on a bed reading a
comic. Who are these men? Have they
kidnapped the boy? If so, he is very compliant
and quite at ease with his captors. Actually one
of the men, Roy (Michael Shannon) is the boy's
father and the other Lucas (Joel Egerton) just
wants to save the boy from a religious cult. The sect, led by Calvin (Sam
Shephard), believes in numeric sequences and the special power of the boy,
Alton (Jaeden Lieberher) who shows them.
In addition to the cult which is trying to re-capture Alton, who has been taken
back by his father and Lucas, the FBI, under a specialist in unusual cults, Paul
(Adam Driver) is also trying to find out where Alton is and discover what he has
been communicating to the sect. We later meet Alton's mother Sarah (Kirsten
Dunst) who has to choose whether to support her husband and allow her son
to go free or hang on to him.
Director, Jeff Nichols gives us a powerful, thrilling film. As blinding blue light
fires from the child's eyes, we are mesmerised not just by what we see but also
by the secret quality of Alton's special powers. Dealing with religion, the
unknown elements of the universe and the whole issue of parental care, the
film is intellectually as well as visually satisfying. Fine cinematography, under
Adam Stone and evocative music by composer David Wingo help to create the
very special natural and supernatural aspects of the film.
The movie is well served by its actors. We believe in Shannon's caring father
and Dunst understands her son's needs. There are also carefully portrayed
characters by Egerton and Driver and particularly the young boy, Jaeden
Lieberher. Ultimately ET wanted to "go home." Alton wants to leave home;
"I belong in another world," he says, "There are people there. They watch us."
What happens? This excellently written directed and acted film will provide
you with the answers. Rating *****
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Financial Matters

By Paul Savuto

Back to basics - Brexit healthcheck
We are all familiar with the story of the three little pigs and their plans to get
onto the property ladder via self-build projects. The first two rushed into
building their houses with the wrong materials and were easy pickings for the
wolf. The third considered their options carefully and chose to build their
house using the right materials for the job.
The moral of the story tells us that those who prepare well, have a plan and
understand their options will be able to make better and more appropriate
decisions. The risks are still there – the wolf still tried to get at the third pig –
but the risks have been understood and managed, and therefore controlled.
The principles of achieving financial security by planning in advance and
allowing for contingencies are the same, regardless of whether the wolf is at
the door.
Now is always the best time
If you're unsure of your plan, now is always the best time to review what you
are doing. Go back to the basics and re-adjust where necessary.
Start with firm foundations. This means holding sufficient amounts of cash to
cover emergencies and to take investment opportunities when they become
available. Cornerstones of your plan should include tying up any legal loose
ends, such as a Will and Lasting Power of Attorney. You may also need life or
health insurance to protect your family.
Next look ahead to how you want your financial future to look. Most people
have a mixture of goals over short, medium and longer terms and these give
you targets to aim for. Review where you are now compared to your plan and
make adjustments if necessary. This could include saving more, taking more or
less risk, or adjusting your goals.
Cash suits short-term savings of less than five years and the stock market is
only suitable for investors taking a longer view. Markets fall as well as rise,
however over time history has shown that those taking stock market risk are
rewarded – though unlike cash there are no guarantees you will get back what
you invest, so investors could make a loss.
Make the most of what you have
This means making good investment choices by picking the right funds or
shares for you. Spread your risk by having a diverse portfolio - this should fare
better in the tough times and give a more consistent performance over time.
Recent movements have shown that different areas of the market are affected

Click here to return to the Table of Contents

25
by events to different degrees. You should also minimise the tax you pay along
the way using tax shelters such as ISAs and pensions.
Check into your plan on a regular basis to be sure that you are on track,
especially as your priorities may change over time.
Post-referendum financial planning checklist

Now is the best time to review your plan

Start with firm foundations

Hold sufficient cash to cover emergencies

Tie up any legal loose ends such as a Will and Lasting Power of Attorney

Review the need for life or health insurance

Assess your goals, review where you are against them and make
adjustments

Make the most of what you have

Spread your risk by having a diverse portfolio

Minimise the tax you pay using ISAs and pensions

Keep things simple

Review your plans on a regular basis

If you need help take expert independent financial advice from a
Chartered Financial Planner
Brexit’s effect on the housing market
With the vote to leave the EU now confirmed, discussions have turned to the
implications. The housing market is seen to be at risk, with share prices falling
sharply across the housebuilding sector.
Interest rates
The Bank of England cut interest rates in the aftermath of the financial crisis to
an all-time low of 0.5%, where they have remained ever since March 2009. A
low base rate has translated into lower interest rates on mortgages. This
means borrowing for a house purchase is more affordable, as mortgage
repayments are less of a burden.
For example, borrowing £200,000 over 20 years at a rate of 2.5% means a
monthly payment of around £1,060 per month. However, if interest rates rise
and we instead use a higher mortgage rate, of say 5%, the monthly repayments
jump to around £1,320. This is a 25% increase on the
Some had speculated that a fall in sterling and the potential for rising inflation
could lead to a hike in interest rates, however comments from the governor of
the Bank of England have quelled these fears. Mark Carney last week
confirmed that the Bank will look to protect UK growth, implying that interest
rates may yet fall further, despite any potential inflationary pressures. This
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means that a shock to interest rates now looks unlikely, in anything but a fullblown currency crisis.
Current conditions
At present, there is an under-supply of housing. Far fewer than the targeted
200,000 new homes are being built each year. This has helped keep prices
high, boosting housebuilders’ profits. With conditions favourable, many have
adopted generous capital return plans.
It is hard to see the vote to leave changing this structural shortage, however
the supply of housing is not the only factor to consider when looking at the
market.
Across the UK, there have been suspicions that buyers could be put off as
uncertainty about the health of the UK’s economy creeps in. If a slowdown is
seen, this of course has the potential to affect house prices. Fewer transactions
at lower prices would clearly be bad news for the housebuilders, with the
capital returns plans coming under question.
Unsure what to do next?
As part of the service at DGS, we also take the time to understand our client’s
unique planning needs and circumstances, so that we can provide you with the
most suitable solutions in the most cost-effective way. For a free financial
health check, please contact Paul Savuto, AFPS, Chartered Financial Planner.
DGS Independent Financial Advisers Ltd. 07834 499595 or email
ps@dgsifa.com. I’m based in Meppershall and I’ll be happy to talk to you.
It is important to take professional advice before making any decision relating
to your personal finances. Information within this article is based on our current
understanding of taxation and can be subject to change in future. It does not
provide individual tailored investment advice and is for guidance only. Some
rules may vary in different parts of the UK; please ask for details. We cannot
assume legal liability for any errors or omissions it might contain. Levels and
bases of, and reliefs from taxation, are those currently applying or proposed
and are subject to change; their value depends on the individual circumstances
of the investor. The value of investments can go down as well as up and you
may not get back the full amount you invested. The past is not a guide to future
performance and past performance may not necessarily be repeated. If you
withdraw from an investment in the early years, you may not get back the full
amount you invested. Changes in the rates of exchange may have an adverse
effect on the value or price of an investment in sterling terms if it is
denominated in a foreign currency.
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Birthdays
A very happy birthday to those of you
celebrating birthdays in August…
Thomas Clark who will be 14 on the 8th
Jessica Myers who will be 10 on the 11th
George Lumbis who will be 8 on the 14th
Lucy Standbridge who will be 15 on the 14th
Billy Gower who will be 15 on the 15th
Noah Flint who will be 10 on the 22nd
Georgia Thomason who will be 15 on the 23rd
Toby Standbridge who will be 12 on the 23rd
Archie Zimmerman who will be 12 on the 23rd
Chloe Bryant who will be 9 on the 28th

…and September
Ethan Browning who will be 8 on the 15th
Jack Gregg who will be 15 on the 17th
Leah Metcalfe who will be 11 on the 19th
Thomas Cordes who will be 9 on the 21st
Liam Sturgeon who will be 14 on the 22nd
Lewis Bridger who will be 14 on the 24th

If you are under 16 and would like your name added to
the birthday page, please call Louise Hutson on 814148
or email at louhuts@gmail.com
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Significant Events
The Wedding of Lynda O’Sullivan and Martin Faulkner was held at St Mary’s on
18th June 2016
On the 3rd July - We blessed and celebrated the Wedding of Jenny Blackler and
Nigel Winmill
The Funeral of John and Jean Papworth was held on 7th July.
Ida Taylor celebrates her 98th birthday on 14 August,
If you know of a significant event in the village, please let the Editor know: we
are looking for things to celebrate! 80th, 90th and 100th birthdays we mark with
the presentation of a cake from The Messenger. We would also love to hear
about big anniversaries or any other cause to celebrate.

Covers By Request
The cover picture shows the Krusader Kickboxing club that meets every
Tuesday and Thursday evening at the Meppershall Village Hall. Charlotte, who
teaches the club, specialises in 'cardio' and says that through hard work you
can excel at whatever you set your mind to.
Krusader teach multiple styles because they say you need to know what works
for you and what doesn't. They use a combination of kickboxing, Muay Thai
and Jitsu; taking skills from each style and put them in a format relevant for
today. They only use what works and say that you will get to train with
everybody from novices to Grand Masters The whole family is welcome from
age eight. Their primary concern they say is your safety, both in and out of
the club.
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Meppershall Brownies

By Susan Brightwell

This month we have tried to be out and about as much as possible to make the
best of the English Summer and the lighter evenings!
We were lucky enough to have a nice sunny evening for our trip to Barton Park
and Springs and the girls had a great time playing in the park and then paddling
about in the springs.
Another evening we celebrated the 4th July with a game of baseball and a game
of who can throw the American Football the furthest, followed by making
totem poles and Tawny Owl cooked hotdogs, which proved very popular.
Four brownies attended the District sponsored walk to raise money to buy
Buddy Bags, a charity providing bags for children who arrive in emergency
accommodation without the essential items they need. This event rose over
£700. The girls did really well to walk four miles. Our walk took us through
some lovely countryside from Henlow to Langford and then back again via a
circular route. The girls then had a very yummy and well deserved ‘Tea for the
Queen’ to celebrate the Queen’s 90th birthday.
We raised lots of money for our own Brownies at the Village Fayre, and I would
like to say thank you to Tawny Owl for organising our stall and accumulating
the amazing number of prizes, to the brownies and Emma, Chloe and Caitlin
who helped on the day, those who donated prizes and to the organisers of the
Summer Fayre for such a great afternoon.
We are now having a well-earned rest over the summer and planning our new
adventures for when we start back in September.
I would also like to thank our Young Leaders who have helped this year, Abbie,
Caitlin, Georgia, Hannah, Jess and Chloe, who help to run games and help with
crafts.
If you are interested in your daughter joining Brownies or volunteering
yourself, then please contact Snowy Owl (Suzanne) on 07817 392325 or you
can register online at www.girlguiding.org.uk.
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Where My Caravan Has Rested

By Denis Neilson

Australia Trip - Part 12 Waltzing Matilda and Back to Sydney
From Conclurry to Mount Isa you have a proper road and can make progress.
There is still not a lot to see. Mount Isa is reputed to be the unofficial capital
of the Outback. It is basically the home base for workers operating huge
smelters for the processing of lead and copper and other minerals from the
vast amount of mines which feed it on a daily basis. Huge chimneys pump out
smoke and the whole area is one industrial mass. To give you an idea of the
scale of the place, the area of Mount Isa is equivalent to that of Switzerland!.
Moving on down the Matilda Highway towards Longreach stopping at
Cloncurry for petrol and liquid gas. We just had to stop for a while at McKinley
which, had it not been used as the location for the film Crocodile Dundee,
would have remained insignificant. The pub, Walkabout Creek Hotel, was
featured in the film and most visitors just have to have a drink there.
The next stop, Kynuna, population 2 souls, had the Magoffin's Matilda Expo.
Sounds grand but it was a gaudy and ramshackle display that claimed to have
the real story behind the song Waltzing Matilda. The words of the song
Waltzing Matilda, utilise these every day things. Waltzing is from the German
to walk and Matilda is a derivative from Norwegian which means a coverlet.
The swag, which travelling workers carried, was equivalent to today's bedroll,
and was usually in the form of blankets, hence swagman, a tucker bag was a
leather pouch for holding food, the bill bong is a water hole and the billy is a
metal can for boiling liquid. That’s the song. For $A5 we got to see his
memorabilia and it turned out that the owner Mr Richard Magoffin was both
poet and story writer, He received the Order of Australia for Services to
Australian Bush Literature and wrote many books relating to life in the bush.
Moving on, we headed for Balcardine which started life in 1886 when the
railroad arrived. It is a pretty little town and because of the growth of tourism
now sports 2 hotels (which have been extended) and 5 motels. According to a
local inhabitant it only had 2 hotels 10 years ago. The main attraction in this
town is the Australian Workers Heritage Centre. It was here that the shearers
went on strike and formed a union. It is also here that Banjo Patterson is
honoured and the claim is made that Waltzing Matilda was composed here.
The strike led to the formation of a trades union movement throughout
Australia which is still going strong today. It is more an open type of museum
set in nice grounds. The town used to be known as the Garden City because
you could grow anything here. The water table was only a metre or so below
ground so plants, once established, could do without rain for they were
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"watered" from below. Then it was decided to install sewerage in the town to
modernise it. The jack hammers, used to sink the pipes, damaged the
sandstone shell that had been the walls of the "reservoir" that had maintained
the water table. The water drained away and has never come back so growing
things now is a battle and requires pumped water from outside sources.
One cannot help, when in this part of the world, not to be drawn to a place
with a name like Sapphire. There is such a place (and Emerald) and they are in
the gem fields. We travelled over 300 kms to get here travelling through some
very boring flat country so it was nice to see that in this area there were
mountains. We applied for a fossicking licence and spent a day digging, with
spade and pickaxe, sieve and water butt, but got nothing except filthy and
tired. We enjoyed the experience. We had more success with a $A30 bag of
dirt which we washed and got 6 stones out of it which according to the dirt
seller, would cut {facet) and one that might polish.
Leaving the gem mines we set off for Carnarvon Gorge some 200 kms away.
Called in at a garage at a small town called Springsure and enquired about LPG
for the car and was told that Emerald (where we had just come from) or
Roma(600 Kms further on) would have gas. So we switched off the gas and ran
on petrol to Rollesston. There we enquired about fuel and found out the next
fuel was at a town called Injune some 262Km further on. This was our first
"real" experience of the distances between places in the Outback and of the
need to plan ahead. We did a quick calculation of distances and bought 2 x 10
litre jerry cans and filled them with fuel crossing fingers that our calculations
were correct. We night stopped at a place called Canarvon Gorge intending
just to stay the night but conversation with others told us that there was a
gorge here that was worth a look. So the following day we went looking. It is
brilliant. You walk through it but it's not like being
in a gorge because it has such tall trees and you
cannot see the higher cliff sides. A creek runs
through it and the path into the gorge crisscrosses it with stepping stones. Side passages lead
from the gorge and in one area, under the shade
of a rocky overhang, are some original Aboriginal
hand stencils of centuries ago. It is amazing that
they have not faded away having been exposed
for so long to the elements. My favourite was the
amphitheatre which was through a narrow gap
which you reached by climbing a 10 metre steel
ladder then walked through this narrow passage
between the rocks and came into a large hole completely surrounded by sheer
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vertical rock sides at least 100 ft high. It is just like being in a large cathedral
and I cannot describe the feeling I had but I did feel very insignificant amongst
all this splendour.
Next stop was Roma but on the way we
stopped to watch bustards grazing in a field
and further along we came upon a wedge
tailed eagle eating road kill. We also had an
audience of cows around us on the road
when we filled the car from our jerricans,
its not very often one gets a cold wet nose
on ones elbow whilst refuelling a car! We
reached Injune with fuel to spare so our
calculations had been a little on the
conservative side. Once in Roma we parked
our caravan and looked around the town.
By the way people called to one and other
it was obvious that everyone knew
everyone else so it had more of a village
flavour than a town. One highlight was that
it boasts the largest bottle tree with a girth of 29ft!. and the town has lots of
bottle trees.
Moving on yet again we drove through the Darling Downs which is great
farmland. Huge fields under cultivation.
The following day was nice so we packed up a lunch and headed for Girraween
National Park. This park has towering granite boulders surrounded by forests.
It really is a surreal landscape. We were amazed at the size of the boulders and
of an archway that has been formed by 3 huge boulders just leaning against
each other and a hole eroding over time forming the impression of an
archway. The mind boggles to think
that the arch has been there for
millions of years. Next stop was to be
Tamworth, the country music capital
of Australia. Nothing much else
caught our attention so we headed
for Sydney arriving there on the 30th
July 2003, with a couple of days spare
to meet up with Ruth's sister. Which
is another story, for another time.
.
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GNOMES
Nominated Neighbour Scheme
Recently a number of GNOMES attended a Nominated Neighbour
training session run by Central Beds Trading Standards.
As a result of this training it was felt that the GNOMES should
encourage and support the setting up of such a scheme within
Meppershall.
The purpose of the scheme is to provide support to potentially
vulnerable people who may fall prey to ‘Rogue Traders’ and/or do
not feel comfortable about opening their door to any stranger that
calls.
Any individual that feels they would like to enlist the services of a
trusted Nominated Neighbour would be in possession of a card that
they can display through a window to any unknown caller and which
gives the contact phone number for their Nominated Neighbour and
asks the visitor to contact them to have their identity checked. It is
hoped this would deter any rogue trader but would give a genuine
caller a route forward to pursue their legitimate business or other
purpose.
It was felt that the best way forward was for us to gather a list of
people within the village who would be willing to act as a Nominated
Neighbour. The GNOMES hotline would be then used as a central
phone number as a contact for any client within the village wanting
to have a Nominated Neighbour to assist them. The on duty phone
holder would then obtain a suitable volunteer from the list to deal
with the clients issue accordingly.
For this scheme to work of course, it will need a number of
volunteers to act as Nominated Neighbours. To that end could
anybody willing to take on this role contact Malcolm Batey via email:
batey685@btinternet.com to register their interest.
Once we have a list of volunteers we will launch the scheme and
provide full details of exactly how it will run will be provided.
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Pre-School Ponderings

Ponderings
Reflecting over a very busy summer
term, we really have had lots of fun!
The children particularly enjoyed
celebrating the Queen's 90th Birthday
picnic in the park, their mini sports day
which this year we held in a parents
garden, and trips to the lower school,
church, the park or our very own ‘Mini
Diggers’ allotment. Thank you to
everyone who made these visits or
events possible.
I would also like to thank the pre-school
committee and fundraising team for all their hard work this year. They had a
fantastic time dressed up as pirates at the fabulous Meppershall Summer Fair
and raised plenty of funds too for new equipment for our pre-school! Well
done to Laura Hing, and all the children for winning third place with their
fantastic 'Olympic Globe' show stopper cake, and all the parents and children
who got a certificate at the bake off, and all the pre-school Dads who again
held on to the tug of war trophy!
We spent the last few weeks of term having lots of fun practicing for the end of
term show ‘The Gruffalo’. Well done to all the children who put on a wonderful
show and made us all tearful, we are so proud of you.
Goodbye and good luck to our children starting big school, we will miss you!
We would also like to say a heartfelt farewell to Sarah Haseldine who sadly left
us at the end of term. Good luck in your new home and thank you for all your
hard work! We look forward to seeing the rest of you, and welcoming any new
children on board in September with lots of exciting activities planned for the
year ahead. Have an amazing summer everyone!
Meppershall Pre-school is a thriving village Pre-school with its very own
‘Mini Diggers’ allotment. We take up to 24 children in each session from in and around the
surrounding areas. Priority is given to funded children,
and we have limited spaces for two year olds.
Please ring Tamsin on 07816 357159, email tamsin@meppershall-ps.co.uk,
or visit www.meppershall-ps.co.uk to find out more about the Early Years Foundation Stage
and exceptional care we offer.
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Sparks Jungle

Click here to return to the Table of Contents

36

Click here to return to the Table of Contents

37

Meppershall Garden Club
How amazing the roses have been this year – they have put up with
scorching sunlight one minute and heavy downpours the next but still
they keep on flowering. The Garden Club’s summer social this year was
held in the beautiful garden of Andrea and Richard Cox at their historic
home in Holwell where roses bloom in abundance on pergolas, up
ancient brick walls and in the colourful billowing mixed borders.
We started the day in the old milking parlour, now cleverly restored and
converted into an entertaining area complete with bar and kitchen,
where Richard told us some of the history of the house and garden.
After consulting with a garden designer and not being able to agree on
the layout Andrea and Richard decided to design the garden themselves
and so, for a birthday present, Andrea bought Richard a full sized digger
so that they could excavate the land as they wanted. Although he
doesn’t call himself a gardener the results are breath-taking. With
Andrea’s plant knowledge the house is now surrounded by beautifully
planted borders, pergolas draped in roses, a carp filled lake with a
substantial waterfall, and a stream running downhill to a large pond at
the lowest part of the garden. Interesting trees are dotted all around
(yet another birthday present – fifty trees for Richard’s fiftieth birthday)
all surrounded by tall hedging which protects the garden from prevailing
winds.
After enjoying our picnic lunch under the shade of a beautiful old walnut
tree we partook in a little dead heading as a thank you to Andrea and
Richard for their kindness and hospitality.
Linda Parker
01462 815114
Kim Lee Tyler
01462 811750
Email address:
meppershallgardenclub@ho
tmail.co.uk

The Garden Club’s July meeting was held in my own garden in Henlow.
We moved here to a new property last September and have also
enjoyed making our own garden from scratch. A digger wasn’t
necessary, a spade being quite adequate for what we had to do! Old
fashioned scented roses play a big part as well as lots of lavender for
scent and plenty of evergreen shrubs for winter colour. The wisteria
and evergreen honeysuckle growing up the pergola have nearly reached
the top and will give us the privacy we need from neighbouring property
and a large patio gives us plenty of space for entertaining – just right for
my Garden Club friends.
Have a wonderful summer.
Sarah Till

If you would like to find out more about the garden club then please
speak to any of our members or make contact via our email.
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Join The Bike And Hike In 2016!
Saturday 10th September

Each year Meppershall enters a team for the
Beds & Herts ‘Bike and Hike’ – will you join us?
On bikes or in walking shoes, each participant raises sponsorship based on the
number of churches visited throughout the day. Almost every church in
Bedfordshire and Hertfordshire is open to sign your form and (often) to give
you a drink! It’s a beautiful way to see more of our local region and lose
yourself in the great outdoors - all for a very worthy cause.

Beds & Herts Historic Churches Trust raises and manages money to
help with the repair and restoration of churches and chapels across
Bedfordshire and Hertfordshire – for more information go to
www.bedshertshct.org.uk.
Walk to one or two neighbouring villages or spend the day covering
the counties, individually or in teams – it’s up to you, and it is a
great day out for all ages. For information:
Call James on 857836
Email: meppershall.pcc@gmail.com
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Message from St. Mary’s - Services & Events
Parish Church of St Mary The Virgin (Church of England)
Church Road, off Campton Road, Meppershall
www.stmarysmeppershall.org.uk  facebook.com/stmarysmeppershall

Rector: The Reverend Veronica Goodman
01462 339962 – ronigoodman@gmail.com – usual day off Monday
Churchwardens:
Dawn Abbatt 01462 816962
James Read 01462 857836 Email: Meppershall.PCC@gmail.com
PCC Secretary:
Anne Parsons 01462 813333 Email: annie10639@gmail.com
Things to Look Out For…
SPARKS – 15-18 August – 10-2pm Daily – the famous Meppershall holiday club
for children. This year’s theme is a Jungle Adventure, and all brave explorers
are welcome! Finishing with the SPARKS celebration service on Sunday 21st
August. Call Dawn for more information, 816962.
Bike & Hike – Saturday 10th September – a great way to get out into the
countryside around us to raise money for a great cause (see Roni’s message,
below) - go alone, or in your own group, or with the Meppershall team. Call
James for more information on 857836.
Scarecrow Festival – 16-25th September – take part by making a scarecrow to
display from Friday 16th September (submit your entry form by 4th September),
or just buy a map to visit all the scarecrows around our village (maps £2 from
the Village Shop, Bakery or Church). More info from Dawn Abbatt (816962), or
Michelle Browning (815988).
St. Mary’s Gift day - 18th September, during the afternoon at church –
including announcement of winning Scarecrows at 3pm, teddy bear abseiling
and refreshments.
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A Message from St Mary’s…
I would like to begin by thanking everyone who helped with the churchyard
tidy-up on 9th July. I know that many appreciate the quiet beauty of our
churchyard and I am really grateful to those who generously give time
regularly to maintain it. We are currently a bit short of people willing to share
the mowing – so, if you would be willing to wield one of our mowers from time
to time through the summer months, we would love to hear from you!
Summer holidays are already upon us, and hopefully lots of busy fun.
We are seeking intrepid explorers to join our jungle adventure as once again
the church is transformed into a wild and mysterious place full of fun and
challenge. Sparks summer holiday club runs from the 15th to 18th August, and
aims to offer young people and helpers a truly amazing time. There’s still time
to register your child/grandchild - or to offer to help - please contact Dawn on
01462 816962.
Come and see what we’ve all been up to in the Sparks Celebration Service on
Sunday 21st August at 11am.
This year’s Beds and Herts Historic Churches Trust Bike’n’Hike will take place
on Saturday 10th September. Churches of all denominations will be open and
ready to receive walkers and cyclists. Those who participate gain sponsorship
for each church visited, with 50% of the money going to this important grantmaking trust and 50% going to our own church. It is an opportunity visit some
very interesting places, to have a fun day out, and to raise some much needed
cash for our church at the same time. You might like to join a group of
Bikers’n’Hikers from Meppershall. Info from James on 857836.
This year will see the first - the inaugural - Meppershall Scarecrow Festival.
Time to exercise your imagination and creative flair as we aim to create a fun
scarecrow trail around the village for everyone to enjoy.
Prizes for the scarecrow competition will be awarded at the church Gift Day
celebrations on Sunday 18th September, where thrill-seeking teddies will once
again have a chance to prove their bravery on the zipwire.
Of course, apart from all the fun - we are hoping to raise some funds towards
the restoration of the Church. The Church and village have been raising money
to this end for some time and because of everyone’s generosity have managed
to accrue about £50,000 towards the restoration over the last 15 years.
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However the current estimate for the most urgent repairs to our church is in
the region of £180,000. We are redoubling our fund raising efforts and also
applying for grant aid to make our church dry - and then, hopefully, warmer
too! If you have experience or expertise in either fund raising or making
successful grant applications, and time to spare, we would be very pleased to
hear from you.
I hope that whatever you get up to this summer, the longer warmer lazier days
bring you fun and refreshment! Rector Roni
Services and Events – August 2016 At St Mary’s unless stated below
Date
Time
Service / Event
Wed 3rd Aug

10.00am Holy Communion

Sun 7th Aug
11th aft Trinity

10.45am Teen Table Talk at The Rectory
11.00am Holy Communion

Tues 9th Aug

2-4pm

Wed 10th Aug

10.00am Holy Communion

Friday 12th
August

9.00 –
9.30pm

Sun 14th Aug
12th aft Trinity

8.30am
Holy Communion
11.00am Second Sunday Service – the easy habit

15-18th August

10.00am
–
2.00pm
daily

Sun 21st Aug
13th aft Trinity

8.30am
Holy Communion
11.00am SPARKS celebration service
Come and share some of what has been going on
during SPARKS week and see what the children
have been doing!

Tues 23rd Aug

2-4pm

Wed 24th Aug

10.00am Holy Communion

Sat 27th Aug

9.00am

th

Rectory Tea – chat and a cuppa – all welcome
Silent Together – join friends to sit for a few
minutes to enjoy the tranquillity of the church

SPARKS
Explorers wanted for a jungle adventure!
The successful summer holiday children’s club –
based in and around the church – call Dawn for
more information on 01462 816962.

Rectory Tea. “Getting serious” with a cuppa
Celtic Morning Prayer

Sun 28 Aug
14th aft Trinity

8.30am
Holy Communion
11.00am All Age Family Service

Wed 31st Aug

10.00am Holy Communion
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Services and Events – September 2016 At St Mary’s unless stated below
Date

Time

Service / Event

Sun 4th Sept
15th aft Trinity

10.45am
11.00am

Teen Table Talk at The Rectory
Holy Communion

Wed 7th Sept

10.00am

Holy Communion

Friday 9th Sept

9.00 –
9.30pm

Silent Together – join friends to sit for a few
minutes to enjoy the tranquillity of the church

Sat 10th Sept

All Day

Bike and Hike 2016
Fundraising across Beds and Herts in aid of
www.bedshertshct.org.uk. Visit as many
churches as possible by bike or on foot – get
sponsored – go alone, in a group, or in the
Meppershall team. Call James to get involved
857836.

Sun 11th Sept
16th aft Trinity

8.30am
11.00am

Holy Communion
Second Sunday Service – the easy habit

Tues 13th Sept

2-4pm

Rectory Tea – chat and a cuppa – all welcome

Wed 14th Sept

10.00am

Holy Communion

Fri 16th Sept

All Day

Meppershall’s 1st Scarecrow Festival Begins

Sat 17th Sept

All Day

Scarecrow Festival Judging

Sun 18th Sept
17th aft Trinity

8.30am
11.00am

Holy Communion
All Age Family Service

Afternoon Church Gift Day
Refreshments, teddy bear abseiling, other
family activities and…
3pm – Presentation of winning scarecrows
Wed 21st Sept

10.00am

Holy Communion

Sat 24th Sept

9.00am

Celtic Morning Prayer

Sun 25 Sept
18th aft Trinity

8.30am
11.00am

Holy Communion
All Age Family Service

Tues 27th Sept

2-4pm

Rectory Tea. “Getting serious” with a cuppa

Wed 28th Sept

10.00am

Holy Communion

Sun 2 October
19th aft Trinity

10.45am
11.00am

Teen Table Talk at The Rectory
Holy Communion

th
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St. Mary’s Meppershall Junior Church
Ever told a lie? Who did you lie to? Did you get away with it? How did you
feel? Why did you lie?
Is it ever okay to tell lies?
Honesty was the subject of the day in JC at the beginning of July.
We discussed the effects lies could have and the children raised some
interesting points.
Jesus does not want us to tell lies, He wants us to be honest and although it
can be very difficult to tell the truth in some situations, it is always the best
thing to do!
Follow in Jesus’s footsteps!

JC NATURE WALK
Walk With Jesus!!
Sunday 4 September
Meet at St Mary’s Church
10.30am to 12.00noon

Happy holidays and we look forward to seeing you at SPARKS and on the
Sunday before you all go back to School!
Please do join us on the first Sunday of each month in the Vestry in St Mary’s
Church, we look forward to welcoming you!

The Junior Church Team
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The Team
CONTRIBUTIONS

The Editor welcomes contributions to the Messenger, whether as letters,
articles or notices. Contributions should preferably be as attachments to email but hand written contributions may be sent by post, left at the Editor’s
address below or in the folder kept at the Village Stores. Contributions should
run to not more than one A5 page (except by prior arrangement) and should
be received by the Editor not later than the 12th of the month for publication at
the end of that month. Contributions received after the deadline may be held
over.
DISCLAIMER

The Editor reserves the right to omit or alter any advertisement or article and
to change the content, format or issue date of the magazine without prior
notice. The Editor cannot be held responsible for the factual correctness of, or
for any libellous comment or statement made in any advertisement, article or
other contribution published in this magazine. Every effort will be made to
avoid any deliberate attempt to mislead or otherwise cause harm or damage
to any person or persons by any advertisement, article or any other
contribution published in this magazine.
THE TEAM
Editor

Mike McConnell

Assistant Editor

David Turner

Advertising and
Distribution
Production
Co-ordination
Treasurer

Colette House
Enid Pamment
John Thompson

2a Gregory Close
811814
Email: mmcconnell567@gmail.com (NEW)
2 Campton Road
813613
Email: davidturner25@hotmail.com
90 Fildyke Road
815585
Email: colettehouse@gmail.com
112 High Street
851397
Email: enid.pamment@gmail.com
16 Brookmead
812983
Email: jthompson244@btinternet.com

Collating Dates for your Diaries
2016
September
October
November

26
31
28

Please note that dates in the above table indicate the month in which the
collating will take place, at 2.30 pm in the Sugar Loaf. The issue being
collated will relate to the following month.
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