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Editorial By Mike McConnell  

Welcome to your first issue of the Messenger in 2017. 
It, like many of us, is trying for a new slim-line version, 
after Christmas.  We trust that you have had a great 
Christmas and hope that you are already off to a good 
start for the New Year.  

Despite my comments about size, I think this issue has 
some important items for all of us who are fortunate 
enough to live in Meppershall.  It seems to me that it 
has been a long time since we put out an issue and 
that may be the reason why I’m shaking my head at the changes.  If you read 
the Parish Council Report on page 8 (which actually covers two PC Meetings), 
you will be as surprised as I was to read that although the Village Hall 
development is still being subject to the detailed scrutiny of the planning 
process, another development which is essentially “next door”, has already 
been approved.  I’ve just looked back to the PC report in our December-
January issue (which was compiled in November) and I notice that the 
development at the former Brinkley’s factory wasn’t even mentioned. To be 
fair, the process seems to have been exceptionally smooth, as the consultation 
is recorded as only starting on 4th November with the decision being made on 
30th December.  To mark the planning approval, which needs to be acted on 
within three years, we have pictured the site of the proposed development as 
it was in January 2017, on our cover. 

I would also like to draw your attention to concern that many residents have 
recently expressed to the Parish Council about the extent of speeding on the 
Shefford Road (and likely on the High Street).  This is also reflected in two 
letters to the editor in the current issue (see page 3).  Many readers will 
already have also received a leaflet, explaining why those concerned have 
pressed the Council for action.  I have not personally noticed the extent of 
speeding (recorded some 18 months ago) that has raised the concern.  I also 
worry that the solution that could be imposed may not be easy to live with.   

I may be charged with being unduly pessimistic, or be forced to admit that I’m 
still too influenced by the events of 2016, but I cannot look forward to 2017 
with the same confident assurance that I had last year. 

Finally, can I draw all our keen photographers to the competition announced 
on page 34, for the best shots of the church in the snow and frost, which has a 
(rapidly approaching) closing date of 23rd February.   
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Letters to the Editor 

Dear Sirs, 

Concerned Meppershall residents have launched a petition calling for greater 
restrictions to be installed on our busy High Street and Shefford Road to put 
the brakes on speeding motorists who are either residents or use our village as 
a cut through to access the A507 and the A6.  

Statistics produced by Bedfordshire Police Traffic Management (July 2015 see 
overleaf), shows that the number of vehicles driving in excess of 35mph for the 
week 2 - 8 July was a staggering 4834.  Almost a quarter of all traffic using the 
High Street and Shefford Road exceeds the speed limit!  A campaigner said "A 
number of young families walk along these roads to get to and from the nearby 
school and the potential danger to pedestrians and other motorists is clear".  

With the approved new home building schemes for 4 High Street and the 
expected development behind the Village Hall (76 dwellings), combined with 
smaller possible developments such as two separate 6 house sites in Fildyke 
Road and Shefford Road and further sites of interest to developers between 
Shefford Road and Hoo Road the numbers of cars can only increase.1   

Several concerned residents attended the Meppershall Parish Council meeting 
on Monday 9 January to raise the issue with the Parish Council.  
Representatives of the campaign group informed the Council that "The area 
currently suffers from a clear lack of traffic calming measures". Parish 
Councillors acknowledged the issue but said they did not have the funds to 
install traffic calming measures and advised the campaign group to gather 
support from local residents by means of a petition.  Councillor Tony Brown 
from Central Bedfordshire Council, who was present at the Parish Council 
meeting, said he would take our petition forward to the next highways 
planning meeting in early February.    

Anyone who would like to sign the petition can access the petition forms in the 
Meppershall Shop/Post Office, Roger’s Bakery, the Village Hall/Social Club and 
the Sugar Loaf PH.  These local businesses have kindly offered to support the 
community by providing access to the petition until Wednesday 8th February. 
Please show your support for this initiative before someone is seriously injured 
so that Central Bedfordshire Council looks into the issues and, ultimately, takes 
some action on the roads in our village. Thank you in advance for your support. 
Name and address provided but withheld at writer’s request.  

                                                
1
 This paragraph modified by the editor for increased accuracy. 
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Dear Sirs, 

We, along with all other residents who live on or near Shefford Road, recently 
received a flyer regarding the speed of traffic using the road. 

I am more concerned with the volume of it - I was absolutely amazed by the 
figures. The number of vehicles using this road outstrips many of the figures 
given for A roads in this country (though not in this area!). Personally, I think 
the volume of traffic is more concerning than the speed of it, but then I live off 
the road, thank goodness. But to put it into perspective, for years and years 
Shefford Road was subject to a 40 mph limit for most of its length, which was 
considered safe, at a time when vehicles had poorer brakes and handling.  Are 
we being a little too ‘precious’? 

This is only my view, of course, but perhaps we should be more concerned 
with the amount of traffic using the road as a ‘rat-run’. This is almost entirely 
due to the swathes of new housing being built or being planned everywhere, 
with seemingly no regard to the infrastructure. At this rate, we are going to get 
the worst of all worlds, with more and more commuter traffic using roads and 
lanes totally unsuited to carrying the volume of traffic they are being burdened 
with, and villages and small towns ruined by urban or suburban blight. On my 
regular school-bus run, I have noticed over the last two years a relatively huge 
increase in traffic using the ‘minor’ roads I have to use in the area. The volume 
of traffic is making it unpleasant to drive on them, and far more unpleasant, 
and dangerous in places, to walk, ride or cycle. Yes, of course we need houses, 
but most of the ones I see being built are ‘executive’ or ‘exclusive’ and I see no 
reduction in prices for those whom this rash of houses are supposedly being 
built.  

I think the only way to alleviate the traffic problems outside the village shop is 
to install traffic lights at each end of the problem stretch to allow one-way 
working at any one time. As in some French villages, these could be speed-
sensitive so would automatically turn red at the approach of a car being driven 
over the limit. This would at the same time make it much safer and be a 
disincentive to people seeking this as a quick way through. There would be 
time to allow pedestrians to cross in safety.  I don’t think ‘calming’ measures 
are much good; they infuriate rather than calm people and are not helpful to 
emergency vehicles. I would suggest instead something along the lines of 
Exhibition Road in Kensington, which has been ‘pedestrianised’ by making it 
look as if you’re driving on a stretch of pavement and this automatically makes 
drivers slow down and be more aware. It works, and it looks aesthetically 
pleasing, too.  

Roger Crawford  
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Meppershall Academy  By Nikki Moore, Headteacher  

 

We had a busy but enjoyable end of term, with much excitement as Christmas 
approached. 

Our three youngest classes performed “A Stable Hoe down” nativity for their 
parents and a couple of budding actors were discovered! Our two older classes 
held a beautiful candlelit carol service at St Mary’s and sang one carol in 
French. Our choir went to Meppershall Care home to sing carols for the 
residents there and our Grandparents were invited to a special concert of 
carols and songs from the production, followed by mince pies and 
refreshments.  

Our PTA generously provided a pantomime performance for the whole school 
of “A Clockwork Christmas”. The production company came into school and 
were superb – the best yet! Thank you MAPTA. 

The school council wanted to raise some money for Save the Children, so they 
asked for donations for postage for Christmas Cards within the school. The 
Christmas post box initiative raised £45.62 for Save the Children. The children 
have decided to spend the money on a Water filter and had enough left over 
for a football.  Thank you to everybody who donated and helped make these 
gifts possible.  The children finished the term with a party and a special visitor. 

The New Year has started well with two stunning starts for the topics for this 
half term – “1066 and all that” for Key Stage Two and “An enchanted Forest” in 
Key Stage One. 

Some of our KS1 children are attending a Multi-skills PE festival at Samuel 
Whitbread and will be competing against other local lower schools. KS2 are 
taking part in an athletics festival, again at Samuel Whitbread. Some of the KS2 
children are also preparing for a gymnastics competition over the coming 
months. 

Next week we are taking Year 4 and the Year 3 Choir children to the O2 to sing 
as part of the Young Voices Concerts. Mrs Allen has been busy teaching the 
songs and actions and it should be such an experience for our children. 

Meppershall CE Academy would like to wish you all a peaceful and Happy New 
Year.  
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Meppershall Village Hall Development Update January 2017 

The application is rapidly approaching gaining full planning permission. It is 
hoped that a decision on the application could be given by Central 
Bedfordshire Council in the next few weeks. If planning permission is received 
within this timescale then Croudace Homes is planning to commence the 
construction of the initial works in February. 

Further detailed information of the logistical phasing of the construction of the 
access road, temporary village hall, and main village hall can be viewed at 
www.meppershall.org. The plans highlight which areas are open to the public 
and which are construction areas during the various phases.  

Following consultation with residents, Croudace has worked to ensure that 
vehicle access and parking by the temporary Village Hall will be available 
throughout the construction phases i.e. there should be no need to park on the 
High Street or on Shefford Road. 

All of the times and plans are subject to change depending on the progress of 
the planning application and the technical design. All the information and 
drawings relating to the planning application can be found on the Central 
Bedfordshire Council’s website under the application number: 
CB/16/01769/FULL. 

The Trustees and Parish Council will be continuing to meet with both the 
Developers and regular users of the Village hall as the details of the new hall 
are finalised to ensure that we make the best use of the money available to us, 
and to create a building and sports areas that will serve the local community 
for many years to come. 

Our website links will contain updated information as this becomes available 
and we shall be pleased to deal with questions or points arising.  We will 
appreciate helpful comments or suggestions as we enter the detailed 
specification and construction phases.  We would also like to hear from anyone 
with specific experience or expertise who can assist with this process. 

If anyone has any questions regarding the planning application or path 
forwards for Meppershall Village Hall please feel free to contact any of the 
trustees (details on website).  

Or specifically to David Birch dcbirch@btinternet.com  01462 817014 or to 
Graham Jones graham@girasole.co.uk 01462 851130) or as regards the 
housing development to Chris Evans at Croudace Homes 
Christopher.Evans@Croudace.co.uk  

The Trustees, Meppershall Village Hall  

http://www.meppershall.org/
http://www.centralbedfordshire.gov.uk/PLANTECH/DCWebPages/acolnetcgi.gov?ACTION=UNWRAP&RIPNAME=Root.PgeResultDetail&TheSystemkey=597120
mailto:dcbirch@btinternet.com
mailto:graham@girasole.co.uk
mailto:Christopher.Evans@Croudace.co.uk
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Artist impression of the New Village Hall - aerial view from the North 

 
Artist impression of the New Village Hall - aerial view from the South 

 
  



8 

Click Here to return to the Table of Contents 
 

Meppershall Parish Council 12th Dec 16/9th Jan 17  

There have been two ordinary meetings of the Council since the last 
report; the main points of interest discussed were as follows: 

During the informal part of the meeting Tony Brown (Central Beds 
Councillor for Meppershall) informed the Council that the 2017/18 
budget was being prepared. It is proposed that CBC will increase the 
Council tax by 1.75% but he reminded all that there is also the 3% 
increase requested by Government to cover rising costs of the care 
of the elderly. This surcharge will also be added to 2018/19 bills. 

Numerous residents from Shefford Road raised the issue of speeding 
vehicles, especially in area of the bends by the entrance to the 
nursing home. 

Returning to the formal meeting:  

Planning - The Council were surprised that the planning application 
for seven dwellings in the High Street on the land presently occupied 
by the factory and Methodist Chapel had been approved while the 
change of use of the pub had been refused on highways matters, the 
very thing that concerned the Council about the development 
opposite. Also approved was a first floor side extension to 84 High 
Street. It was thought that the development for the new Village Hall 
and associated housing was near to completion as the Section 106 
agreement was with the lawyers for final ratification. It is possible 
work could start in February. The appeal by Hawthorn Leisure to the 
Secretary of State into the awarding to the Sugar Loaf Community 
Asset status has been delayed by their request for more time to 
prepare their appeal. Our MP has replied to our letter on the matter 
and has pledged her support. 

Finance – Following submissions from groups both on and off the 
Council for financial support during the 2017/18 accounting period 
the Finance Group proposed that, by reducing the general reserves 
which are high and could lead to some criticism from the Auditor, 
there was no need for an increase in the precept.  
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Highways – The work on improving the surface of Hoo Road in the 
vicinity of the cottages is planned to start on 30th January. It was 
proposed that the Clerk write to CBC stating the Shefford Road 
residents’ fears on the speeding traffic.  

Other Meetings – Cllr John Thompson reported on the recent 
Bedfordshire Police Rural Crime Conference that he had recently 
attended. In his opening remarks the Chief Constable stated his aim 
was to re-invigorate rural policing and he detailed the organisation 
proposed to deliver the improvements. The new Police and Crime 
Commissioner spoke giving her backing to the new initiative and 
asked for more use of the 101 phone number to report crime where 
the perpetrator(s) are not present and to pass information that may 
help stop or solve a crime. The inspector heading the team spoke of 
the three areas where they hoped to make improvements:  

1) speeding 2) visible policing 3) anti-social behaviour. The Council 
hopes to see the improvements.  

The next Parish Council meeting will be on Monday 13th February 
2017 at 7.45pm in the Village Hall. 

Peter Chapman 

Chairman Meppershall Parish Council – chairman@meppershall.org 

At the end of the December meeting Chris Waghorn, Clerk to Council 
indicated that he would be retiring at the end of March 2017. That is 
a significant date as it means Chris will complete exactly 20 years in 
the post. It also means the Council has the job of finding a 
replacement. Adverts will be placed locally and there is also a job 
description on the Meppershall website. If anyone would like more 
information, please contact me. 

 

Allotments – As mentioned in my last report, there are a number of 
allotments available to rent which come in various sizes. The average 
cost per plot is £21. If you would like a plot or require more 
information, please contact the Clerk or myself.  

mailto:chairman@meppershall.org
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The Meppershall Players By Karen Mitchell  

 

A New Year and new horizons for The Meppershall Players, who are now well 
into rehearsals for their spring production ‘Frankenstein’ (we love a challenge).  
Under the direction of Charlotte Goddard our senior members are working 
hard to bring Mary Shelley’s dark novel to life.  
 
With no roles for our youngest members they are learning how we source 
costumes, props and scenery for our shows, and will be wielding paintbrushes 
alongside the seasoned veterans. We find hands-on experience is the best way 
to learn stage craft. 
 
The staging and lighting of ‘Frankenstein’ has definitely got us all thinking 
outside the box so we can give our re-telling of an old tale the ‘wow’ factor. 
Performing at Meppershall Village Hall on Fri 5th & Sat 6th May, curtain up 
7.45pm. Tickets - Friday £10, Con £8, Saturday £10 no concessions. Tickets on 
sale from Sat 11th February at Roger’s Bakery Meppershall 01462 813398.  
 
Carrying on the Victorian theme, this year’s pantomime will be ‘A Christmas 
Carol, The Panto’ last performed in 2010 to much acclaim. Read-through and 
auditions for this production will take place in July, and rehearsals will begin in 
August  
 
The Meppershall Players are on Facebook (Meppershall Players Community) 
Insta-gram, Twitter, Meppershall Village Hall Website - the list is endless - also 
the Players’ noticeboard in the front foyer of Meppershall Village Hall, which is 
updated regularly. 
 
The Players are always welcoming to new members. If you want to see what 
we’re about, just drop in to the hall any Wednesday evening. You don’t need a 
formal invitation, just walk in and say hello (we really are a friendly bunch). 
 
The Players meet every Wednesday evening at 7.30pm at the Village Hall. 
Membership is currently free and we welcome people from the age of 9 to 90+ 
to indulge in all areas of theatrical performances, set-building, costumes, 
directing, acting, make-up, song & dance, etc. etc. 
Interested? We look forward to meeting you.               
 
Karen Mitchell (Players’ Secretary) 01462 816336  
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Piping Recital by Dan Nevans 
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Notices   

 

Meppershall Good Neighbours Group 

The Gnomes would like to hear from you if: 
* You have recently moved to Meppershall and would like one of our 

welcome packs 
* You would like our help 
* You would like to join us. 
Call our helpline: 07760 793921 or come to our coffee morning at 10.45 on the 
2nd Thursday of each month at the New Meppershall Care Home on Shefford 
Road. You can also find Meppershall Good Neighbours 
on Facebook   

 

‘TRUGS & TROWELS’  

Campton Gardening Club 
 

Our next meeting will be on Monday, 6th February 2017 

Campton Village Hall, 7.30-9.00pm 

A talk by Stephens Plants, Maulden Garden Centre 

“Get the ‘WOW’ factor in your garden and how to create it” 

Everyone Welcome - Admission £1.50 

For more information, please contact…  Maryika 01462 851729 
 

 

 

The Messenger is looking for help. 

Our Advertising and Distribution Manager is appealing for somebody to work 
with her in order to learn the role. 

If you are interested, please contact Colette House  

(Tel: 815585 07831 111062 Email: colettehouse@gmail.com) 

 

 

  

mailto:colettehouse@gmail.com
https://en-gb.facebook.com/meppershallgoodneighbour/
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Meppershall Parish Council 

Vacancy for Parish Clerk and Responsible 
Financial Officer 

Meppershall Parish Council seeks a highly motivated and 
committed person to take on the post of Clerk to the Council 
and Responsible Finance Officer. The successful post-
holder will be expected to work approximately 50 hours per 
month (this could vary depending on meetings and 
workload). The hours can be flexible but they will be 
expected to prepare for and attend 11 monthly Council 
meetings per year which are held on a Monday evening. They 
should also be available for a number of core contact hours 
per week to be agreed. The work can be carried out from 
home initially and then at our proposed new Parish Office. 
The successful candidate will hold the CiLCA Qualification or 
be prepared to work towards gaining it. Salary will be based 
on the SLCC National Salary Award commencing at a scale 
point dependent upon qualifications and experience. 
 
Full details and Job Description are available from the 
Vacancies section of www.meppershall.org. 
Candidates wishing to apply should send their CV 
(including contact details of two referees) along with a 
covering letter to: 
Cllr Peter Chapman,  
Chairman, Meppershall Parish Council, 
9 Brookside, 
Meppershall, Beds. 
SG17 5SB  

http://www.meppershall.org/
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Alternative Health Exercises Weekend 
Tai Chi and Alexander Technique are well known for benefits such as falls 
prevention, improved posture, mobility etc., as well as being therapeutic for a 
whole range of conditions.  
The Alternative Health Exercises workshop/retreat weekend will be run by Ian 
Deavin and Judy Hammond in May 2017. It will provide the opportunity to do 
yourself some good with a full weekend of exercises and to enjoy a relaxing 
stay in the quiet Suffolk countryside. 
For further information, contact Ian Deavin on 01462 621970, or see 
www.alternativehealthexercises.org.  

 

Bedford Model Engineering Society Summerfield Miniature Railway 
Off the A600 just past Haynes Turn 

Public Running Days in 2017 from 10.30.AM to 4 PM. 

MARCH 

Sunday 26th 
 

APRIL 

Wednesday 5th  (half term)*  
Sunday 16th  
Monday 17th (Bank Holiday) 
Sunday 30th 

AUGUST 

Wednesday 2nd * 

Wednesday 9th * 

Wednesday 16th * 

Sunday 27th  
Monday 28th (Bank Holiday) 

MAY 

Monday 1st (Bank Holiday) 
Sunday 28th  
Monday 29th (Bank Holiday) 
Wednesday 31st (half term)* 

SEPTEMBER 

Sunday 3rd  
Sunday 17th 

JUNE 

Sunday 11th  
Sunday 25th 

OCTOBER 

Sunday 8th
 

Sunday 22nd  
Wednesday 25th (half term)* 

JULY 

Sunday 9th
 

Sunday 23rd 

DECEMBER 

Saturday & Sunday 2nd & 3rd  Santa 
Specials – pre-booking essential 

*On our Wednesday openings, only limited catering will be available. 
For further information, see our website: www.bedfordmes.co.uk  

 

 

  

http://www.alternativehealthexercises.org/
http://www.bedfordmes.co.uk/
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Out-of-the-Village Pursuits 

This (hopefully) will be the first of a series of articles where villagers can talk 
about those hobbies and pursuits that take them out of the village.  The idea is 
that it will allow those with similar interests to link-up and (again hopefully) 
make others aware of what is available locally.  I thought as editor that I’d start 
the ball rolling. 

On Sunday mornings (in the winter) and Monday evenings (in the summer) I 
leave the village to join the Hare and Hounds Hash House Harriers (H5).  This 
group meets at a different public houses in Bedfordshire or Hertfordshire each 
week (we have met at the Sugarloaf and at pubs in Shillington and Shefford 
recently).  Our hobby is a healthy, outdoor pursuit, that takes the form of a 
paper chase, with a ‘Hare’ responsible for laying a cunning trail with the 
objective to test the ‘Hounds’ ability in seeking out the correct route. 

We follow the Countryside Code, and the hares use OS and Council Rights-of-
Way maps to plan our trails on footpaths and bridleways (avoiding roads as 
much as possible).  Responsibility lies with the ‘Hare’ to ensure that the trail is 
clearly defined, informing farmers, dog walkers and others met en-route, of 
what she or he is doing.  The trails are marked with spots of flour on the 
ground with false trails, and other devices intended to keep the hounds (which 
include walkers as well as runners) together.  If you come across flour marks, 
circles or arrows on your walk, it’s most likely our group’s trail so please leave 
it alone – it washes away and biodegrades quickly enough anyway. 

Each “run” lasts about an hour and the trail leads back to the starting point 
where we meet, discuss the run, and plan other events.  The other events 
include social occasions and trips to stay at countryside beauty-spots further 
afield.  Typically 12 - 20 folk take part each week; from carried infants, children 
to adults ranging from the young and fleet of foot to those whose working 
days are long over.  It is a light-hearted affair - regulars have humorous hash 
names and competitive behaviour and discussion of work-related matters are 
banned. 

If you would like to join me (and a few other regulars from Meppershall) check 
the H5 website www.h5hashers.org.uk which gives the location of each week’s 
run as well as background information about hashing, which is truly 
international in scope.  I look forward to seeing you there! 

Clap-Trap (Mike McConnell) 

http://www.h5hashers.org.uk/
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Shefford Leisure Group By Enid Pamment  

With Christmas and New Year celebrations now past, I 
would like to thank you for the good wishes I received over 
the Christmas period, thank you so much for your kindness. 
I do hope you have managed to enjoy some of the outings 
during 2016 and just hope 2017 will be kind to us all and we 
will be able to see places we perhaps would not be able to 
do under our own steam.  Good health to all in 2017.  Now 
is the time to study what is in store for us during 2017, but 
before doing so let us reflect on the final trips we booked at 
the end of 2016. 

The beginning of December found us celebrating in Eastbourne for the ‘Tinsel & 
Turkey’.  We enjoyed a visit from ‘Santa’ who presented each of us with a nicely 
wrapped parcel which contained a very useful alarm clock.  The food and 
entertainment was really first class and everyone seemed to enjoy themselves. 

Shortly afterwards, we went to The Royal Albert Hall to see John Rutter’s Christmas 
Celebration. This is always a very moving concert; the atmosphere with so many 
people joining in and singing carols – John Rutter is a wonderful man and has a 
terrific sense of humour.  The traffic when we emerged from The Royal Albert Hall 
was really heavy, especially with so many coaches trying to collect their passengers.  
Our driver decided to take an alternate route so we could view the Christmas Lights – 
we still arrived home in good time, but we enjoyed ourselves looking at the 
decorations rather than queuing in traffic – what a sensible driver we had!! 

On 11th December we visited Anglesey Abbey to see the winter lights.  We arrived at 
4pm and were taken into the restaurant where we had ‘hot pot’ and coffee or tea 
before venturing out to see all of their trees beautifully lit up, with even a spot of 
entertainment on the way.  It really was a lovely evening and everything was ‘just 
right’ for our walk through the trees which really did look magical. 

Our final trip of 2016 was to Wicksteed Park – not to ride on the ‘merry go round’ but 
to walk into their beautifully laid up dining room – all matching in black and white, 
very smart!  It was soon time for us to be served with our Christmas lunch and a ‘sort 
of’ roly-poly pudding.  We had the option of purchasing tickets for the narrow gauge 
railway, which took us around the park, even saw ‘Santa’ again complete with his 
sack of toys, keeping the children amused who had just visited the park.  The sun was 
still shining at that time so it was an ideal time to spend half an hour and we still 
managed to arrive back to see the start of the show. The light-hearted show 
commenced with a small band accompanying them.  During the interval we were 
served with a pot of tea and a tray of cakes.  We really were well looked after and I 
have booked another trip ‘Twist & Shout’ for March 2017, so don’t miss out.   

If anyone would care to visit Keech Hospice Care for Children, various dates are 
available for their ‘Visitors’ days’ during the year. It is very interesting to see the  
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improvements they have made and how the money collected for them, is used. If 
anyone is interested in joining the party, please contact me. 

Forthcoming Events: 
Back Stage Tour of Milton Keynes Theatre plus  
Matinee ‘Thoroughly Modern Millie’ (Reserve List only)  

Wednesday 25th Jan 

Jewish London Thursday 16th Feb 

As a ‘special’ Potters Resort Weekend.  As ‘Group organisers’ we 
have been offered a weekend at Potters.  Depending on the interest 
transport will be arranged for this weekend.  The Brochure price is 
£328.00 and Group price £243.00 saving £85.00 per adult.  All prices 
are based on >20 adults in Standard Bungalow Accommodation. 

Friday 3rd March  
for 3 nights 

Twist & Shout – Wicksteed Park Thursday 16th March 

The Mountbatten Festival of Music – Featuring the Massed Bands 
of HM Royal Marines at the Royal Albert Hall – Coach leaves 
Shefford at 4pm 

Saturday 25th March.   

William Morris Epping Forest & The Lee Valley Thursday 23rd March 

Anton & Erin Swing Time – MK Theatre Matinee at 3pm Sunday 2nd April 

Annual Get-Together at The Golf Club, Stondon Wednesday 5th April 

Rhine Cruise is still available (flier with details available on request) April 

Malta – 4* Hotel in Sliema – flying from Luton Airport.  
(a flier with full description is available now on request). 

October  

LONDON SHOWS CURRENTLY AVAILABLE 
(organised in conjunction with Stevenage Group Travel): 
LION KING – Lyceum Theatre – Stall Seats - Coach leaving Shefford 
at 4.30pm 

Thursday 2nd Feb 

MAMMA MIA - Novello Theatre - Dress Circle Seats – Coach leaving 
Shefford at 10.45am. 

Thursday 9th Feb 

42ND STREET – Theatre Royal Drury Lane – Royal Circle Seats – Coach 
leaving Shefford at 10.30am. 

Wednesday 5th April 

THE GIRLS (Matinee)  based on the Yorkshire Calendar Girls – 
Pheonix Theatre – Stall Seats – Coach leaving Shefford at 10am. 

Thursday 13th April, 

AN AMERICAN IN PARIS (Matinee) This was an Oscar winning film 
starring Gene Kelly – written by George & Ira Gershwin – Dominion 
Theatre – Stall Seats – coach leaving Shefford at 9.45am 

Wednesday 3rd May 

RPO – ABBAphonic - Abba’s greatest hits – Royal Albert Hall – Arena 
and Circle Seats.  Coach leaving Shefford at 4.45pm. 

Wednesday 10th May 

 
Please telephone for availability and prices of any outings or shows listed.  For all holidays, 
which includes transport and hotel accommodation, Shefford Leisure Group acts as an 
agent for the Tour Operator, their terms and conditions apply.  Shefford Leisure Group is 
open to everyone in the local community, who feel they would like to join us on our 
ventures and see places they would not see under their own steam.  We are always happy 
to meet new friends. Raffles are held and all the proceeds are for Keech Hospice Care for 
Children.  For further information regarding dates, prices and availability or to receive our 
monthly newsletter, please contact Enid on 01462 851397 or e-mail 
enid.pamment@gmail.com   

mailto:enid.pamment@gmail.com
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Meppershall Calendar of Events  

February 
Day Date What's on When Where 

Thursday 2 Evergreens 2.30 - 4.15pm The Sugar loaf 

Friday 3 Bingo (non-members £1) 
6.45pm eyes 
down 7.15pm  

Social Club 

Saturday 4 
Club Sounds Karaoke with 
Dave & Stuart 

8:00pm till late Social Club 

Saturday 4 
Piping Recital and buffet 
(ticket £15 see page 11) 

6:30pm 
Aspley Guise & 
Woburn Sands Golf 
Club 

Monday 6 
Campton Gardening Club 
Talk (see page 12) 
(Admission £1:50) 

7:30-9:00pm 
Campton Village 
Hall 

Thursday 9 Gnomes Coffee morning 10:45 - 11:45 Mepp.Care Home 

Friday 10 Silent together 9:00 - 9:30pm St Marys 

Friday 10 Bingo (non-members £1) 
6.45pm eyes 
down 7.15pm  

Social Club 

Saturday 11 
Tickets to Meppershall 
Players' Frankenstein go on 
sale. 

Today (and when 
open thereafter) 

Roger's Bakery 

Monday 13 Parish Council Meeting 7:45pm Village Hall 

Sunday 12 
Second Sunday service with 
Refreshments 

11:00am St. Marys 

Sunday 12 
Second Sunday Stroll (circa 6 
miles to Hitchin) 

1:30pm 
St. Marys church 
gate 

Sunday 12 
Paul Carne's Quiz night  
(£1 pp entry)  

7:30pm  Social Club 

Thursday 16 Evergreens 2.30 - 4.15pm The Sugar loaf 

Friday 17 Bingo (non-members £1) 
6.45pm eyes 
down 7.15pm  

Social Club 

Sunday 19 All-age service 11:00am St. Marys 

Friday 24 Bingo (non-members £1) 
6.45pm eyes 
down 7.15pm  

Social Club 

Also see the calendar on the village website 
 
Covers By Request 

Our cover this month shows the planned site of the housing development 
opposite the Sugar Loaf public house which will involve demolishing the 
disused Primitive Methodist Chapel and the vacant premises that were 
originally occupied by the Handscombe Glove factory, and later Nulectrons, 
Signline and finally Brinkley Aircraft Services Ltd. 

  

http://www.meppershall.org/index.php/meppershall-calendar/month.calendar/2016/06/22/-
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Meppershall Social Club  

February and March at the Social Club  
BINGO-January Every Friday Night 
Doors open 6.45pm eyes down 7.15pm  
Members free entry, Non-members £1 entrance fee 
 
* CLUB SOUND KARAOKE Saturday 4th February 8pm-late, Saturday 
11th March 8pm-late with Dave & Stuart. Sing-a-long to your 
favourite songs, at this fun for everyone evening in a relaxed and 
friendly atmosphere   
 
* PAUL CARNE’S QUIZ NIGHT Sunday 12th February & Sunday 12th 
March 
£1 per person entry fee, no set number in team (you can have as few 
or as many as you like in your team) 
50-50 split of entrance fee, half to charity half to the winning team. 
Non-Members welcome 
 
*SNOOKER at the Social Club, members can play every evening when 
the club is open. For more information pop into the Social Club any 
evening, or contact The Club after 8pm on 01462 817359. Club opens 
8pm; we look forward to seeing you 
 
The Social Club would like to thank everyone who has supported the 
Social Club Charities for 2016 our two Charities Bladder Cancer and 
Diabetes will receive £425 each, thanks to the generosity of our 
Members and all who have attended our charity events throughout 
2016. A special thank you to all the Sunday quiz teams who always 
donate their prize money winnings to the Charity jar  
 
MEMBERSHIP for 2017 is now due (pick up a form at the Club)  
Meppershall Social Club 01462 817359 after 8pm 
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Bedfordshire Police Rural Crime Team 
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The Lucy Page  By Lucy Standbridge  
 

For this issue of the Messenger, I have reported on 
the pet blessing service that took place at St Mary’s 
on the 16th October.  
Everyone was invited to bring their pet along to 
church, or if it would not be happy in the service or if 
they would like to remember a pet from the past, 
they could bring a photo along. Many people 
attended, along with their pets of which there were 
a lot of dogs (they say we are a very dog-walking 
village!). In total, Rev. Roni and Andrew gave blessing to 1 fish, 2 guinea pigs, 3 
cats, 4 chickens and 42 dogs. 
The service started, with some help of the noise of the animals; some of the 
dogs liked to sing/woof along to the hymns. During the first hymn, a butterfly 
fluttered into the church! There was a fully qualified vet and first aider on 
standby, whilst everybody and their pets enjoyed and took part in the service. 
We learned about “Hero Rats” which have many uses and benefits for humans, 
including how they can be trained to detect TB and also helping to search 
landmines. Then they covered the qualities of other animals, throughout time, 
and read passages from the Bible to further support this and to give thanks to 
God for all his creatures and animals.  
One dog who attended the blessing was in training for explosive detections, 
and at the time he could detect two explosives, and is in training to learn 6 
more. A section of the service was given to his owner to explain the types of 
work his dog does and they even did a detection search on the church site 
(fortunately nothing was found!).  
Everyone was then welcomed to queue with their pets in line to receive a 
blessing from Roni and Andrew, and a certificate to show that. It was 
fascinating to see some of the pets of the village with their owners all lined up 
and patiently waiting amongst their neighbours until their turn to be blessed 
by Rector Roni. The service concluded with hymns and a reading, all around 
the theme of animals and nature.  
After the service, people stayed for tea and cake, the dogs could also have a 
biscuit. The animals, again particularly the dogs interacted with each other 
inside and outside the church whilst their owners could talk to each other.  
Even the walk back from church was pleasant to see everyone coming out and 
talking about their pets. The Pet Blessing at St Mary’s is an annual service, held 
in October, so next time bring your pets along, it would be interesting to see 
the wide array of animals people keep in Meppershall.   
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Film Review  By Carly Newman 

Fantastic Beasts and Where To Find Them  

A fantastic film…well FANTASTIC BEASTS AND WHERE TO FIND THEM (cert. PG 
2hrs. 13 mins.) is almost that, but because it is the first of a series of five new 
scripts that JK Rowling has written, it is not altogether perfect. There are 
characters and mention of events which I am sure will be more fully explained 
in the subsequent movies. 

 

Fantastic Beasts refers to a fictional textbook owned by Harry Potter and 
written by the magi zoologist Newton Scamander (known as Newt), a character 
in the fictional Harry Potter series. He is an English professor who has written 
this study of magical creatures. The somewhat scatty Professor Scamander 
(Eddie Redmayne) stops off in New York in 1926 looking to add some rare 
species to his already bulging briefcase. By chance he becomes involved with a 
rather large baker Jacob Kowlaski (Dan Fogler), accidentally swopping cases 
with him. As Kowlaski is a non-Mag (the American word for Muggle - the term 
used in the Harry Potter books for a no Magic person), there are lots of 
difficulties. Newt is also followed by Porpentia (Katherine Waterston) who 
works for the US Ministry of magic. Newt and Kowlaski are introduced to 
Porpentia's very glamorous sister, called Queenie (Alison Sudol).  
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The city is under siege from dark cloud-like whirlwinds which smash buildings. 
Colin Farrell as the wizard Percival Graves seems to have control over some of 
the other non-wizards including Samantha Morton's anti-witch leader Mary 
Lou and her creepy-looking adopted son Credence (Ezra Miller). Newt gets 
involved with them all as do his creatures which, when they are out of his 
suitcase, all have individual characteristics - some are cute, some very furry 
and others large and a bit menacing.  

But fantastic, magical and very unusual is what JK Rowling does best and 
director David Yates is able to bring her stories to light. He has experience 
having worked on the HP movies. Yates and Rowling subtly bring into the film 
their views on unity - all working together whatever the species - and 
democracy. 

Innocent-looking Eddie Redmayne is an absolutely delightful Newt: shy and 
naïve, and a person whose honesty and goodness shine through. My 
companion aged 12 thought he was the Harry Potter character (I think she 
missed seeing any children in the film). Dan Fogler is perfect as the bumbling, 
very amusing baker who just wants to open his own neighborhood bakery and 
is trying to find the money to do this. Perfectly groomed, with beautifully 
manicured nails, Alison Sudol as the telepathic Queenie is just the right 
contrast to Katherine Waterston's Porpentia who is somewhat plain but full of 
strength and intelligence. All the smaller parts are right on the ball with 
Samantha Morton and Ezra Miller putting in particularly good performances. 

The best of the lot? Why the fantastic beasts of course with Niffler and Ghoul 
and Hippogriff leading the pack. The scenes and cinematography are all great 
and members of the audience felt no need for 3D glasses, although I 
recommend seeing it on the largest screen you can find in your area.  

I am often one of just a handful of people waiting until the very end of a film, 
but with this one lots stayed hoping for a post-credit trailer for the next in the 
series…there was nothing! You might need to sit through the cast credits, 
however, to see which very famous actor has a tiny cameo where he is 
unrecognisable! We now eagerly await the next in JK Rowling's series. 

Rating ****  
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Scot’s Society of St Andrews, Charity Quiz Night 

 

  

Completed forms can be left with The Treasurer at 16 Brookmead to save on postage 
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Meppershall Academy Spring Fair 
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Significant Events   

RIP 

We are greatly saddened to announce that dear Frances Wright passed away 
on the 23rd January aged 97 years. Our condolences to Alan, David and family. 

 

Birthdays 

Pat Langdan will be 90 on the 5th February 
John Winter will be 93 on the 25th February 
 
Many congratulations to those celebrating birthdays in this month. 

 

 

Phyllis Corns, who turned 90 last month, celebrating with a cake from the 
Messenger.  
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Meppershall Garden Club (MGC)  

 

 

 

This month's article has been provided by MGC member Linda Parker. 

Firstly, several members of the MGC and their partners would like to thank Enid 
Pamment for arranging the Shefford Leisure Group trip to Anglesey Abbey in 
December 2016 for the Winter Light show. The whole event was very well 
organised and the lighting was spectacular.  The walk around the highlighted 
route was interspersed with brightly lit clearings where there was hot food and 
drink available plus a shadow theatre and live music.  A great time was had by 
all and the hotpot and mulled wine were very welcome on a frosty night.     

The MGC had its first meeting of the year early in January when we looked 
ahead in anticipation to enjoying many of our annual events as well as planning 
visits to new and interesting gardens.  Our regular membership has grown to 
14 ladies who are sometimes accompanied by partners and friends when a 
special event is planned.  Although most of our members are keen and 
knowledgeable gardeners, as the group has become established, there is now 
more emphasis on the social rather than the practical.  Having said that, 
despite the cold weather and the temptation to hibernate in front of the TV, 
there are still lots of jobs to do in the garden this month.  Jobs such as finishing 
off the winter digging (weather permitting), making new beds and borders, 
renewal pruning old deciduous trees and shrubs and even moving those that 
you forgot to move in November. 

Cleaning and repairing your garden tools, booking the lawn mower in for a 
service and checking garden furniture for any rot. When it is warm enough, 
treat sheds, fences and trellis with wood preservative; brushes and rollers are 
fine for most things, however a sprayer is well worth buying for tricky projects 
such as woven panels!   

In mild, dry conditions you could plant out early spring bulbs and polyanthus 
and don't forget to cut back your late flowering clematis, checking first to 
which group your clematis belongs.    

If you would like to find out more about the garden club then please speak to 
any of our members or make contact via our email. 

Linda Parker 01462 815114 Kim Lee Tyler 01462 811750 
Email address: meppershallgardenclub@hotmail.co.uk 
  

mailto:meppershallgardenclub@hotmail.co.uk
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Financial Matters  By Paul Savuto  

ONLY 36% OF SAVERS TAKE RETIREMENT ADVICE! 

A recent survey undertaken by Franklin Templeton in 2016 has shown that of 
those with more than £250,000 saved for retirement only 36% used a 
professional adviser to create a retirement plan for their future. Those that 
used a professional adviser had on average 28% more in their fund.  

Without a well thought out plan, many people heading into their later years 
could find their finances coming under increasing pressure. With life 
expectancy continuing to rise and the cost of care increasing year on year, it’s 
important to ensure there will be sufficient income available to provide a 
financially-secure retirement for years to come.  

The Retirement Income Market Study conducted by the Financial Conduct 
Authority in 2015 shows that many pensioners simply opt for the annuity 
offered to them by their provider, without realising that they can shop around 
amongst other companies and compare deals. Whilst staying with your existing 
provider might well represent a reasonable deal for your financial 
circumstances, taking advice could reveal alternative options that are better 
suited to your needs; and the potential for an increased income. 

FINAL SALARY PENSIONS Questions 

I’m a member of the Barclays 1964 Pension Scheme (Final Salary) and have 
been provided a transfer quote of over £800,000. This seems very high. 
Should I take up this option?  
Many companies (particularly banks and insurance companies) are offering 
transfer values that are far higher than in previous years. Therefore, it is an 
excellent time to review your options. As your transfer value is more than 
£30,000 you will be required to seek independent financial advice if you 
choose to transfer. The decision to transfer away from a Final Salary Pension 
should not be taken lightly. There are many factors to consider. These include 
the size of the tax free lump sum, flexibility of pension withdrawals, loss of 
guaranteed pension and death benefits to name just a few.  

I’m a member of a Final Salary Pension Scheme and I am concerned that my 
children will not be able to inherit the pension. Is this true? Would the 
position change if I was transfer my Final Salary Pension into a Personal 
Pension?  
It would be important to check your scheme’s rules. However, most final salary 
pension schemes offer a small provision for children until they are 18 years old 
(or 23 if they are in full-time education). If you were to transfer to a Personal 
Pension, you would be able to pass the pension fund to your children by way of   
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nomination in the event of your death. However, there are many other factors 
in deciding if this is the best course of action. Therefore, we would strongly 
recommend that you seek independent financial advice.  

As part of the service at DGS, we take the time to understand our client’s 
unique planning needs and circumstances, so that we can provide you with the 
most suitable solutions in the most cost-effective way. For a free review of 
your current pension plans and financial situation, please contact Paul Savuto, 
AFPS, Chartered Financial Planner. DGS Independent Financial Advisers Ltd. 
07834 499595 or email ps@dgsifa.com.  I’m based in Meppershall and I’ll be 
happy to talk to you. 
 

 

 

Birthdays    

 

A very HAPPY BIRTHDAY to those of you 

celebrating birthdays in FEBRUARY 

 

 

Keira Thomason who will be 14 on the 6th 

Benjamin Saunders who will be 13 on the 16th 

Alfie Curtis who will be 10 on the 25th  

 

If you are under 16 and would like your name added to 

the birthday page, please call Louise Hutson on 814148  

or email at louhuts@gmail.com 

 

  

mailto:ps@dgsifa.com
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Message from St. Mary’s - Services & Events 

Parish Church of St Mary The Virgin (Church of England) 
Church Road, off Campton Road, Meppershall 

www.stmarysmeppershall.org.uk          facebook.com/stmarysmeppershall  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Rector:  The Reverend Veronica Goodman 
01462 339962 – ronigoodman@gmail.com  – usual day off Monday 

 
Churchwardens: 

Dawn Abbatt 01462 816962 
James Read 01462 857836  Email: Meppershall.PCC@gmail.com  

PCC Secretary: 
Anne Parsons 01462 813333 Email: annie10639@gmail.com  

 

Things to Look Out For… 

Some things to highlight among the regular services and events at church… 

Silent Together - Friday 10th February, 9 until 9.30pm. Why not come and try this special 

session with friends – sitting together to take in the peace of the church at the end of the 

week. 

Second Sunday – 12th February – two special events.  Our Second Sunday Service includes 

refreshments midway through and a chance to talk – led by Keith Callard. Later, the monthly 

Second Sunday Stroll will leave the church gate for Hitchin at 1.30pm, with refreshments and 

return lifts at the end. Keep track of latest arrangements online at facebook.com/Meppershall 

Strollers or call 857836 for more info. 

Bible Society – Monday 13th February, 7.45pm – meeting this month at 3 Pinemead in Shefford 

with speaker Jenny Dann of St Michaels. 

All Age Family Service – Sunday 19th February, 11am – led by members of our congregation – 

aiming to appeal to everyone with an easy format for all ages 

Celtic Morning Prayer – Saturday 26th February, 9am – just half an hour or so, starting the day 

with prayer, reflection and unaccompanied singing. A nice way to start the day! 

We hope to see you  

http://www.stmarysmeppershall.org.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/stmarysmeppershall/about/?section=hours&tab=page_info
mailto:ronigoodman@gmail.com
mailto:Meppershall.PCC@gmail.com
mailto:annie10639@gmail.com
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A Message from St Mary’s… 

For most of us, Christmas ended with Twelfth Night, or thereabouts - trees and 

decorations boxed and put away for next year. Some will have s-t-r-e-t-c-h-e-d that 

until Sunday 8th January when we celebrated the arrival of the Three Kings to the 

manger with their gifts of Gold for a King, frankincense for the presence of God, and 

myrrh foretelling his death on a cross. Some of you may celebrate Epiphany - or 

“Three Kings Day” - in a special way, as many countries do. Our granddaughter 

Miriam is quite taken with the French custom of a “Galette des Rois”, (King’s cake) 

which she thinks sounds delicious (she wants to make it with her Grandma!) 

However in Church it is traditional to keep the Crib up right through what we call 

Epiphany Season. 

The term Epiphany means "to show" or "to make known" or even "to reveal." 

Epiphany Season starts with the coming of the wise men who - by their gifts - 

"reveal" Jesus to the world as Lord and King. In the Church of England, Epiphany 

Season then goes on to explore other ways in which Christ reveals himself to be the 

Son of God: the celebration of the baptism of Jesus by John, when the voice from 

heaven declared Jesus to be God's beloved Son; and Jesus's first miracle, when he 

turned water into wine at a wedding in Cana. The end of the season is marked by 

the Feast of the Presentation (or Candlemas) on 2nd February, remembering when 

Jesus was brought to the Temple by his parents, according to the Law of Israel. 

There he was recognized as the Messiah by Anna and by Simeon, who declared him 

to be 'a light to lighten the Gentiles and the glory of God's people Israel.'  

Because this season is all about “making Christ known” it is a really good time to 

think about how we can do that still, to pray for the worldwide mission of the 

Churches, and indeed to pray for the Unity of All Christians (The Week of Prayer for 

Christian Unity falls during that time each year). 

So in Church we celebrate and rejoice for around 40 days… Still, all too soon our 

gaze will turn from the joy and the glory of Christmas - towards the solemnity of 

Lent and our preparations for Holy Week and Easter.  

Shrove Tuesday (Pancake Day) just makes it into February this year - followed by 

Ash Wednesday on the 1st March (also St David’s day!) So let’s not be too quick to 

pack away the message and the glory of Christmas and Epiphany. Let’s rest with the 

peace and joy it brings and allow the Lord of Christmas to continue to refresh and 

restore us not just at Christmas but every day - all the days of our lives. Rector Roni  
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Services and Events – February 2017   At St Mary’s unless stated below 
 

Date Time Service / Event 

Sun 29th Jan 
4th after 
Epiphany 

 
 
9am 
10am 

Joint Benefice Service:  
St Michael’s, Shefford.  
Gather for breakfast – all welcome! 
Holy Communion Service 

Weds 1st Feb 10.00am Holy Communion 

Sunday 5th Feb 
5th after 
Epiphany 

11.00am Holy Communion 

Weds 8th Feb 10.00am Holy Communion 

Friday 10th Feb  9.00 – 
9.30pm 

Silent Together – join friends to sit for a few 
minutes to enjoy the tranquillity of the church 

Sun 12th Feb 
3rd before Lent 

8.30am 

11.00am 

1.30pm 

Holy Communion 

Second Sunday Service – the easy habit 

Second Sunday Stroll – around 6 miles to Hitchin – 
meet at the Church Gate at 1.30pm – return lifts 
available. 

More info on the new Strollers’ page at: 
facebook.com/Meppershall Strollers 

Mon 13th Feb 7.45 for 
8pm 

Bible Society Meeting at 3 Pinemead, Shefford. 
Speaker: Jenny Dann. 

Tues 14th Feb 2-4pm Rectory Tea – chat and a cuppa – all welcome 

Weds 15h Feb 10.00am Holy Communion 

Sun 19th Feb 
2nd before 
Lent 

8.30am 

11.00am 

Holy Communion 

All Age Family Service 

Weds 22nd Feb 10.00am Holy Communion 

Sat 25th Feb 9.00am Celtic Morning Prayer 

Sun 26th Feb 
1st before Lent 

11.00am 
 

Parish Communion 
 

Tues 28th Feb 2-4pm Rectory Tea. “Getting serious” with a  cuppa 

Weds 1st 
March 
St David’s Day 

10.00am Holy Communion 
Ash Wednesday, First Day of Lent 
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Winter Photo Competition – Celebrating our Church and 
Village 

Meppershall looks beautiful in the snow - and our beautiful historic Parish 
Church, St Mary's, can create some really special images in the winter. 

That's why we’ve launched a photo competition to invite everyone to share 
their best shots of the church in the snow and frost this winter. 

So... don't just look at the snow through your window! Send us your best 
pictures of the church this winter in a Facebook message 
(facebook.com/stmarysmeppershall) or via email at 
meppershall.pcc@gmail.com . The closing date is Thursday 23 February, and 
all the pics we receive will be posted on the St Mary’s Meppershall Facebook 
page between Friday 24 February and Friday 10 March. The shot with the most 
‘likes’ will be the winner. 

Outside the vote, we will display the pics in church for those who aren’t online. 

You can enter up to 5 photos. Stay safe, warm and secure at all times when out 
and about taking pictures. Respect privacy, and do not include identifiable 
faces or people unless you have their permission first. Consider landscapes and 
distant shots, as well as close-ups of church details in the frost. It's up to you! 

What will the winner receive?  
The prestige of being the village winner! The honour of being our 2017 
Christmas Card, this coming December! And a £25 Amazon voucher! 

If you use Facebook, please also consider signing up for our news updates so 
you can be sure to keep up with all the latest news of the competition, as well 
as our updates about the life of the church. 

 

 
Parish Church of St Mary The Virgin (Church of England) 

Church Road, off Campton Road, Meppershall 
www.stmarysmeppershall.org.uk         facebook.com/stmarysmeppershall  

  

https://www.facebook.com/stmarysmeppershall/about/?section=hours&tab=page_info
mailto:meppershall.pcc@gmail.com
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St. Mary’s Meppershall Junior Church  

 
JC  JC  JC  JC JC  JC JC  JC JC  JC JC  JC JC  JC JC  JC JC  JC JC  JC JC  JC JC  JC JC JC  

Join JC  

11am Sunday 5 February 2017 

in St Mary’s Church Vestry 

 

2017 has arrived and with it the excitement of a new year with new 
and unknown challenges. 

A lot depends on how we face the challenges and the unknown.  
Some choose to face these things alone; others need lots of people 
around them. 

The truth is all of us need Jesus around us. 

Some children will have gone back to school, happily looking forward 
to seeing their friends and playing with them.  Others may not have 
been quite so happy about the idea. Either way it is surely a comfort 
to know and feel that Jesus is watching over those children.  A friend, 
there to help them through the challenges they encounter in their 
young lives. 

We hope your child or children can join us at Junior Church.  We get 
together on the first Sunday of each month from 11am in the Vestry 
at St Mary’s.  

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me on 850947. 

The JC team looks forward to welcoming you and your children! 

Blessings 

The JC Team   
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The Team   

CONTRIBUTIONS 

We welcome all contributions to the Messenger.  Contributions should 
preferably be submitted as attachments to an e-mail to the editor as below 
and be copied to the assistant editor.  Hand written contributions may be sent 
by post, left at the Editor’s address below or in the folder kept at the Village 
Stores.  E-mails can also be sent via the village website. Contributions should 
run to not more than one A4 page (except by prior arrangement) and should 
be received by the Editor not later than the 12th of the month for publication at 
the end of that month.   Contributions received after the deadline may be held 
over. 

DISCLAIMER 

The Editor reserves the right to omit or alter any advertisement or article and 
to change the content, format or issue date of the magazine without prior 
notice.  The Editor cannot be held responsible for the factual correctness of, or 
for any libellous comment or statement made in any advertisement, article or 
other contribution published in this magazine.  Every effort will be made to 
avoid any deliberate attempt to mislead or otherwise cause harm or damage 
to any person or persons by any advertisement, article or any other 
contribution published in this magazine. 

THE TEAM 

Editor Mike McConnell 2a Gregory Close 811814 
 Email: mmcconnell567@gmail.com 
Assistant Editor David Turner 2 Campton Road 813613 
  Email: davidturner25@hotmail.com  
Advertising and 
Distribution 

Colette House 90 Fildyke Road 815585 
Email: colettehouse@gmail.com  

Production 
Co-ordination 

Enid Pamment 112 High Street 851397   
Email: enid.pamment@gmail.com 

Treasurer John Thompson 16 Brookmead 812983 
 Email: jthompson244@btinternet.com  

 

Collating Dates for your Diaries  
  

February 27  June 26  
March 27  July 31 Double issue 
April 24  October 30  
May 30  November 27 Double issue 

Please note that dates in the above table indicate the month in which the 
collating will take place, at 2.30 pm in the Sugar Loaf.  The issue being 
collated will relate to the following month. 

mailto:mmcconnell567@gmail.com
mailto:davidturner25@hotmail.com
mailto:colettehouse@gmail.com
mailto:enid.pamment@gmail.com
mailto:jthompson244@btinternet.com
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