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Editorial

By Mike McConnell

Spring is in the air, as is evident by this month’s
contribution from the Meppershall Garden Club and by
the imminent change to BST. In any case, I welcome the
warmer weather and the longer day-length.
Change is also very much in the air in our village. The
Village Hall Committee in their piece on page 7
anticipated that planning would be granted for the
development by Croudace Homes and that work would
commence as this issue is distributed. In fact permission
was granted on 10th February. You can read the conditions by going to
http://www.centralbedfordshire.gov.uk/PLANTECH/DCWebPages/acolnetcgi.gov

and searching for CB/16/01769/FULL. While you are there, you can check on
other planning applications for developments in Meppershall that have been
filed with Central Bedfordshire Council (CBC). One of these is a revised
application to turn the Sugar Loaf into a shop, CB/17/00478/FULL, with a
comment period that is open until the 3rd of March.
Still on planning, on page 13 in this issue you can read about the workshop that
CBC is holding in Shefford on the 2nd March seeking input from the village on a
Community plan which will, they say, be influential on the Local Plan which is
supposed to address planning for homes and businesses up till 2035. Reading
our Letters Page from this and earlier issues this year tells me that there is
already considerable interest in the topic, so I urge anyone who has the time to
attend the workshop. Those who do may also like to contribute to the
government consultation on “Fixing our broken Housing Market” online at
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/fixing-our-broken-housing-market

where contributions can be made till 2nd May. I reproduce a graph from the
publication below (consensus is that we need 225,000 houses/year).
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Letters to the Editor
HOW TO CHALLENGE, THE CONTINUING ATTEMPTS TO FORCE
LARGE HOUSING DEVELOPMENTS ON MEPPERSHALL VILLAGE
After the recent mailing from Gladman Land to all addresses in the
Meppershall, residents cannot fail to be aware that large companies are
currently trying to push for major housing developments in the village. Along
with other Bedfordshire villages, Meppershall is particularly vulnerable at the
present time because Central Bedfordshire has not yet produced its new draft
Local Plan.
I am certain that many residents of the village do not want massive housing
increases on this scale. There will also be many related and very serious
concerns regarding, e.g., roads, congestion, safety of pedestrians, the school,
erosion of the countryside and building on green fields. Most of us chose to
live here because we wanted to live in a small and peaceful village community
with open fields and beautiful countryside surrounding us. Now that whole
environment which most residents value is threatened, very largely because of
the desire of a few people, plus big profit-making companies, to make large
sums of money.
To give a little context: the 2011 Census gives the population of Meppershall as
1745 people, with 690 dwellings, and (interestingly) 680 households. Official
guidance received by the writer, is that the Government requires communities
to provide an average increase in housing, of 1% per year.
If therefore Meppershall currently has around 700 dwellings, we should be
building about 7 houses a year!
Instead, through the Village Hall plan (76+ houses), and several smaller
planning applications that are set to go ahead, we are likely to be getting an
increase of at least 100 dwellings (i.e. over 14%). In addition, Gladman Land are
proposing to build 150 houses north of Shefford Road, and another developer
has suggested building 80+ houses between Shefford Road and Hoo Road:
these would bring the increase in dwellings to nearly 48%. No doubt other
developers are just waiting in the wings, keen to hasten the process of turning
us into a suburb of Shefford.
If readers don't want development on this scale and at this speed to happen
in Meppershall, it's very important that residents of the village become proactive now!
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If we want to stop over-development before the countryside is stolen from us
by urbanisation and Meppershall ceases to be the village we love, it would
really help if as many residents as possible, could do the following:
1.

2.

3.

Attend the Parish Council Meetings whenever you can, and make your
views known. Meetings are 2nd Monday of each month, 7.45 pm in the
Village Hall.
NOW is the time we should ALL individually WRITE TO our MP, NADINE
DORRIES, and ask her to act in Parliament, and to put strong pressure on
Central Beds, to STOP this exploitation and destruction of green field sites
and village communities, now. (The Government's current White Paper on
Housing does NOT imply that houses have to be built indiscriminately on
green fields in villages. Experts know that the housing issue is far more
complex than that, and that the real and long term solutions have to be
thought through much more carefully than just giving way to greedy
developers.)
There is a Nationwide Petition to Parliament, set up recently by a Potton
Councillor, to 'Give Communities Right of Appeal against Developers and
Local Planning Authorities'. Please go to
https://petition.parliament.uk/petitions/177333 - and sign the petition.

4.

Please consider joining CPRE (Campaign to Protect Rural England). This is
a nation-wide charity which actively scrutinises planning applications and
fights green-field development and urbanisation of the countryside. For
joining information, email info@cprebeds.org.uk or ring 01234-353331.
Anyone can become a supporter for as little as £3 a month. Supporters
receive a membership card similar to National Trust membership. This
also entitles you to a discount at Cotswold Outdoor shops, and to
significantly reduced admission at over 200 places of interest across
England.

5.

Keep an eye on Central Beds Website (Planning Applications), and make
sure to comment when applications appear for sites in Meppershall.
CPRE and NALC jointly produce a booklet, 'How to Respond to Planning
Applications: An 8-step Guide'. Ring 01234-353331 for a copy.

Thank you.
Orchard Close CPRE Link-Person (Name and Address supplied)
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Dear Editor
Speeding Issues: Messenger Vol 32 / 9 Feb 2017
Further to the letters within last month’s issue,
I am, personally of the opinion, that any traffic calming measures should be
postponed until all the major housing developments being proposed are
completed. I believe once construction commences, with all the related
utilities, telecoms and street works, that it will no longer be possible for
anybody but the most reckless of drivers to ‘speed’ up and down the High
Street or Shefford Road.
In addition, I believe any such calming measures would probably be trampled
away by all the HGV’s and Plant Machinery that will inevitably rumble up and
down our streets on a regular basis during the construction phases. So, I
suggest, once these new developments are in place, we should then reappraise the traffic and speed issues.
With regards to methods of traffic calming, Roger Crawford’s suggestions in his
letter would be practical, either that, or perhaps the ‘slalom’ system of slowing
traffic down.
The last thing our village needs are any ‘speed humps’ on our streets. They are
not only irritating but have been proven to cause increased pollution due to
constantly changing engine power and related emissions.
Yours sincerely, keep up the fine work
Pete Oster
16th Feb 2017
________________________________________________________________
Dear Sir,
I thought that the following would bring a smile to many of the “youngsters” in
the village.
Yours faithfully,

Note from the editor: This poem had already been published anonymously, online, with more verses than were provided by our correspondent. I hope that
publishing the complete piece does not offend.
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THE REMEMBER POEM (Childhood Memories)
I remember the cheese of my childhood
and the bread that we cut with a knife,
when the children helped with the housework,
and the men went to work not the wife.
The cheese never needed a fridge,
and the bread was so crusty and hot,
the children were seldom unhappy
and the wife was content with her lot.
I remember the milk from the bottle,
with the yummy cream on the top,
our dinner came hot from the oven,
and not from the fridge, or the shop.
The kids were a lot more contented,
they didn't need money for kicks,
just a game with their mates on the road,
and sometimes the Saturday flicks.
I remember the shop on the corner,
where a penny’s worth of sweets was sold.
Do you think I'm a bit too nostalgic?
or is it ... I'm just getting old?
I remember the 'loo' was the lav,
and the bogey man came in the night,
it wasn't the least bit funny
going ‘out back’ with no light.
The interesting items we perused,
from the newspapers cut into squares,
and hung on a peg in the loo,
it took little to keep us amused.
The clothes were boiled in the copper,
with plenty of rich foamy suds
but the ironing seemed never ending
as Mum pressed everyone's 'duds'.
I remember the slap on my backside,
and the taste of soap if I swore
anorexia and diets weren't heard of
and we hadn't much choice what we wore.
Do you think that bruised our ego?
or our initiative was destroyed?
We ate what was put on the table
and I think life was better enjoyed!
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Village Hall Development Update - 10th February 2017

Croudace Homes’ Meppershall Village Hall and housing
planning application is anticipated to be approved in the
week commencing Monday 13th February. If a planning
permission is received within this time then Croudace Homes
is planning to commence the construction on the site at the
end of February.
When construction begins, safety fencing will be erected
around the construction areas of the site and work will
commence on the Interim Village Hall.
Further detailed information of the logistical phasing of the
Interim Village Hall, New Village Hall and the access road,
whilst construction is ongoing can be viewed at
www.meppershall.org. The plan available highlights what
areas are open to the public during the construction phases.
All the times are subject to change depending on the
progress of the planning application and the technical design.
All the Information and drawings relating to the planning
application can be found on the Central Bedfordshire
Council’s website under the application number:
CB/16/01769/FULL.
During the construction phases if anyone has any questions
please feel free to contact
meppershallvhall.site@croudace.co.uk
A H Barr BSC (Hons) MRICS
For and on behalf of Robinson & Hall LLP
Direct Line:01234 362926
Email: ahb@robinsonandhall.co.uk
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The Meppershall Players

By Karen Mitchell

Tickets are NOW ON SALE at Roger’s Bakery Meppershall 01462 813398 for our
Spring production of ‘Frankenstein’, performing at Meppershall Village Hall on
Fri 5th & Sat 6th May. Curtain Up: 7.45pm. Tickets: Friday £10; Con £8
Saturday £10, no concessions. (see poster on page 16).
If our weekly rehearsals are anything to go by this is definitely one not to be
missed (I’m always amazed at the talented people we have at the Players, both
on the stage and off).
The Players’ AGM is on Wednesday 7th June 7.45pm at Meppershall Village
Hall. This is the time to renew your free membership, or for new members to
join.
On Sunday 16th July the Players will be attending the STMA Summer Fete at
Digswell Park Shefford. We will have a stall, we will be dressing up, and we
might be doing an arena event.
This year’s pantomime will be ‘A Christmas Carol, The Panto’, last performed in
2010 to much acclaim. Read-through and auditions for this production will take
place in July and rehearsals will begin in August (singing and dancing).
We would love to have a pianist for this year’s pantomime - we have been
spoilt in the past with pianists giving their time free and playing simply for
pleasure. If you feel this might be the case for yourself, we would love to hear
from you.
The Meppershall Players are on Facebook (Meppershall Players Community)
Insta-gram, Twitter, Meppershall Village Hall Website - the list is endless - also
the Players’ notice board in the front foyer of Meppershall Village Hall,
updated regularly.
The Players are always welcoming to new members. If you want to see what
we’re about, just drop in to the Hall any Wednesday evening. You don’t need a
formal invitation, just walk in and say hello (we really are a friendly bunch).
The Players meet every Wednesday evening at 7.30pm at the Village Hall.
Membership is currently free and we welcome people from the age of 9 to 90+
to indulge in all areas of theatrical performances, set-building, costumes,
directing, acting, make-up, song & dance, etc., etc.
Interested? We look forward to meeting you.
Karen Mitchell (Players’ Secretary) 01462 816336
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Meppershall Parish Council

13th February 2017

At the ordinary meeting of the Council held during February, the main points of
interest discussed were as follows:
My first duty was to inform those gathered that Lewis Birt (Central Beds
Councillor for Meppershall) had recently died; he had been a good friend to
the village and had helped numerous residents personally; he will be missed.
During the informal part of the meeting Tony Brown (Central Beds Councillor
for Meppershall) informed the Council that after consultation and further
scrutiny the 2017/18 budget will be increased by 1.5% plus the 3% increase
requested by Government to cover rising costs of the care of the elderly. This
surcharge will also be added to 2018/19 bills. He also reported that the
residents in the Birches Nursing home in Shefford will be transferred to the
new Castle Oak Nursing Home (opposite the entrance to Tesco) when it is
opened later in the year; this is due to the Birches not reaching the standards
required, namely no en-suite toilet.
After last month’s comment about speeding in Shefford Road a petition from
villagers was handed to Councillor Brown who will hand it in to the Highways
Department at CBC.
Following the mail drop from Gladman Land regarding the possibility of 150
dwellings on the land to the north of Shefford Road the Chairman stated that
the Council will not enter into any formal correspondence with the company
until formal proposals were presented. Members of the Public present felt that
could be too late and urged the Council to be more pro-active.
Returning to the formal meeting:
Planning The new Village Hall and associated housing has finally been
approved, along with the first floor side extension at 87 High Street. A plan has
been submitted to demolish the bungalow at 79 Shefford Road and build two 4
bedroom houses - the Council could not find any planning reason for an
objection. Following the comments from the Public it was agreed that the
Planning sub-group would liaise with the Parishioners who were concerned at
the number of planning applications. The outcome of the appeal by Hawthorn
Leisure to the Secretary of State into awarding the Sugar Loaf ‘Community
Asset’ status is still awaited and in the meantime another planning application
has been made trying to appease the objection raised by CBC in refusing the
previous application. The Council feel that the reasons for refusal still stand.
Finance The precept figures have been passed to CBC.
Highway Work on improving the surface of Hoo Road in the vicinity of the
cottages has been completed although some complaints have been received
Click her to return to the Table of Contents
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about the state of the track down towards the pumping station. The Clerk is to
write to CBC and the Internal Drainage Board in hope of getting the mess
cleared up.
Environment and Leisure With work soon to start on the Village Hall
development, photographs of all Council assets have been taken.
Allotments Some of the vacant plot have been let and hopefully some more
will be go following my article last month.
Parish Plan The hard work of the review group will soon be available for all to
see. The final document will be with the Council for the next meeting.
Clerk to the Council
One application for the job has been received so far but as I write this article
the closing date has not been reached. The closing date was 18th February so
by the time you read this it is hoped that interviews will have been held and a
new Clerk appointed. The next Parish Council meeting will be on Monday 13th
March 2017 at 7.45pm in the Village Hall.
Peter Chapman
Chairman Meppershall Parish Council – chairman@meppershall.org

Covers by Request
Our cover this month shows the first of the spring bulbs, the snowdrop,
growing in Meppershall. As William Wordsworth said in his poem To a
Snowdrop:
LONE Flower, hemmed in with snows and white as they
But hardier far, once more I see thee bend
Thy forehead, as if fearful to offend,
Like an unbidden guest. Though day by day,
Storms, sallying from the mountain-tops, waylay
The rising sun, and on the plains descend;
Yet art thou welcome, welcome as a friend
Whose zeal outruns his promise! Blue-eyed May
Shall soon behold this border thickly set
With bright jonquils, their odours lavishing
On the soft west-wind and his frolic peers;
Nor will I then thy modest grace forget,
Chaste Snowdrop, venturous harbinger of Spring,
And pensive monitor of fleeting years!
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Shefford Leisure Group

By Enid Pamment

Now the evenings are turning lighter and we are
hopefully looking forward to warmer weather.
Newspapers are packed full of holiday ideas to tempt
you with at far off places; magazines come tumbling
through our door with day trips as well as holiday
offers to take at home or abroad. Hopefully you will
find something of interest or ideas of places you would
like to visit during 2017. January is a slow month.
People are sorting out their homes and themselves
after the Christmas period. Shops are trying to sell off
festive goods to make space for Spring and Summer and so it goes on! Our
only trip in January was to Milton Keynes Theatre to see ‘Thoroughly Modern
Millie’. The theatre was packed full of people and everyone soon joined in the
joyful atmosphere of the show tapping their feet and clapping their hands.
Too late to include in the February newsletter but I was able to purchase
additional tickets for Anton & Erin (Swing Time) for Sunday 2nd April 2017 at
Milton Keynes Theatre. Tickets are hard to come by so if you would like to go
please don’t leave it too long before booking. This special event show is only
on for one production only.
The forthcoming events planned for 2017 are as follows, but always keep an
eye on the list as I am frequently booking trips to try and give people a wider
choice of events available.
Our first main visit of the year is to ‘Jewish London’ on Thursday 16th February.
This event has proved very popular, but as it will take place after the 12th of the
month (copy date) a report on this event will have to wait until the April
edition of the Messenger.
If anyone would care to visit Keech Hospice Care for Children, Visitors’ Days are
the second Wednesday of each month which they keep aside for their visitors
during the year. I have booked a visit for Wednesday, March 8th at 2pm. Please
let me know and I will ensure you are booked in. It is very interesting to see
the improvements they have made and how monies collected on their behalf
are used. If anyone is interested in joining the party, please contact me and I
will add you to the list. Transport from Shefford is also available at a very low
cost.
Forthcoming Events planned for 2017
Potters 5-Star Holiday Resort – Hopton-on-Sea
Visit to Keech Hospice for Children

3rd – 6th March
Wednesday 8th March
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William Morris Epping Forest & the Lee Valley
The Mountbatten Festival of Music - Featuring the Massed
Bands of HM Royal Marines at the Royal Albert Hall – Coach
leaves Shefford at 4pm
Anton & Erin Swing Time – Milton Keynes Theatre
Annual ‘Get Together’ at the Golf Club in Stondon
Camden Market - Coach leaves Shefford at 8am.
The Rhine Cruise – Organised by Group Travel 5-days
New Kings Cross Station (with Guide)
Brick Lane Musical – (25 year Anniversary Show)
Hidden London & Regents Park – (With Guide)
Kensington Palace & Gardens
Sandringham Flower Show - This event is now in it’s 133rd
Year. From Sandringham Park you can see Sandringham
House also Sandringham Church. Leaving Shefford at 7.45am.
Malta – Flying Luton Airport
Thursford Christmas Spectacular - Leaving Shefford at 9am
and stopping for coffee and a browse at Elveden en route.
Auntie Brenda’s Christmas Tale!! At Wicksteed Park Including
Christmas lunch and afternoon tea. Links over 25 popular
songs from Christmases throughout the years.

Thursday 23rd March
Saturday 25th March
Sunday 2nd April
Wednesday 5th April
Sunday 9th April
Departing 29th April
Sunday 30th April
Saturday 10th June
Sunday 18th June
Tuesday 25th July
Wednesday 26th July
Sunday 8th - 15th October
Sunday 12th November
Sunday 10th December

LONDON SHOWS CURRENTLY AVAILABLE
(organised in conjunction with Stevenage Group Travel)
WICKED – Including a 3-course lunch at Café Rouge, Apollo
Theatre, Stall Seats - Wednesday– Leaving Shefford at 9.15am.
THE GIRLS – (matinee) This is a new musical comedy based on
the Yorkshire Calendar Girls – Phoenix Theatre – Stall Seats –
Coach leaving Shefford at 10am.
42ND STREET –Theatre Royal Drury Lane – Royal Circle Seats –
Coach leaving Shefford at 10.30am.
THE AMERICAN IN PARIS (Matinee) –This was an Oscar
winning film starring Gene Kelly – written by George & Ira
Gershwin – Dominion Theatre – Stall Seats – coach leaving
Shefford at 9.45am
RPO – ABBAphonic - Abba’s greatest hits – Royal Albert Hall –
Arena and Circle Seats. Coach leaving Shefford at 4.45pm.
THE WIND IN THE WILLOWS –The London Palladium, Royal
Circle Seats, Coach leaving Shefford at 10.15am

15th March
Thursday 13th April
Wednesday 5th April
Wednesday 3rd May,

Wednesday 10th May
Tuesday 27th June

Please telephone for availability and prices of any holidays, outings or shows listed above.
For all holidays, including transport from Shefford and hotel accommodation, Shefford
Leisure Group acts as an agent for the Tour Operator; their terms and conditions apply.
Shefford Leisure Group is open to everyone in the local community, who feel they would like
to join us on our ventures and see places they would not see under their own steam. We
are always happy to meet new friends.
Raffles are held and all the proceeds are for Keech Hospice Care for Children. For further
information regarding dates, prices and availability or to receive our monthly newsletter,
please contact Enid on 01462 851397 or e-mail enid.pamment@gmail.com.
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Central Bedfordshire Council Community Planning workshop
Central Bedfordshire Council will hold Community Planning workshop events
on 2nd March at Shefford Baptist Church, covering Clifton, Campton and
Chicksands, Henlow, Stondon, Meppershall and Shefford.
The Council aims to engage residents on how to plan for sustainable growth,
local infrastructure (open spaces, education provision, transport links, health
provision etc.) and new homes. And, by learning what is important to
communities, the Council will build up a picture of local needs.
A Community Plan report will be produced, which will first inform the Council’s
emerging Local Plan, in terms of shaping sustainable growth up to 2035. But it
will also have wider implications beyond that and will be used as a tool to have
ongoing engagement, such as informing decisions about future planning
applications and what conditions the Council might put in place around certain
developments.
For example, developers sometimes have a duty to give financial contributions,
which are used to help provide schools, roads and other infrastructure in the
area where new homes are to be built. The Community Plan can be used to
inform where that money could be best spent in the local area.
The Council has temporarily paused its Local Plan process, pending the
publication of a Government Housing White Paper, (recently published –see
link below, editor), the Community Planning events continue as scheduled.
Councillor Nigel Young, Executive Member for Regeneration, said: “This pause
will not only mean we can fully assess the implications of any forthcoming
changes in national policy, but it means that we will have held all the
Community Planning events prior to the first draft of the Local Plan being
published, which can therefore be more informed by local issues.
“But our vision is that, by producing a Community Plan for these areas, the
information collected will extend beyond the Local Plan process and will be
updated as some areas develop and grow and therefore their needs and issues
change. The aim, therefore, is that the events are the first step in an ongoing
dialogue with the community themselves.
Visit www.centralbedfordshire.gov.uk/communityplanning to see when and
where the remaining Community Planning events are taking place and a video
explaining how it works and what to expect when you get there.
The 2017 Government Housing White Paper which sets out government's plans
to reform the housing market and boost the supply of new homes in England is
available at https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/housing-white-paper
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Notices
Bedford Model Engineering Society Summerfield Miniature Railway
Off the A600 just past Haynes Turn
Public Running Days in 2017 from 10.30.AM to 4 PM.
MARCH
Sunday 26th
APRIL
Wednesday 5th (school holiday)*
Sunday 16th
Monday 17th (Bank Holiday)
Sunday 30th
MAY
Monday 1st (Bank Holiday)
Sunday 28th
Monday 29th (Bank Holiday)
Wednesday 31st (half term)*
JUNE
Sunday 11th
Sunday 25th

AUGUST
Wednesday 2nd *
Wednesday 9th *
Wednesday 16th *
Sunday 27th
Monday 28th (Bank Holiday)
SEPTEMBER
Sunday 3rd
Sunday 17th

OCTOBER
Sunday 8th
Sunday 22nd
Wednesday 25th (half term)*
JULY
DECEMBER
th
Sunday 9
Saturday & Sunday 2nd & 3rd Santa
Sunday 23rd
Specials – pre-booking essential
*On our Wednesday openings, only limited catering will be available.
For further information, see our website: www.bedfordmes.co.uk

Meppershall Good Neighbours Group
The Gnomes would like to hear from you if:
*
You have recently moved to Meppershall and would like one of our
welcome packs
*
You would like our help
*
You would like to join us.
Call our helpline: 07760 793921 or come to our coffee morning at 10.45 on
the 2nd Thursday of each month at the New Meppershall Care Home on
Shefford Road. You can also find Meppershall Good Neighbours
on Facebook
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‘TRUGS & TROWELS’
Campton Gardening Club
Our next meeting will be on Monday, 6th March 2017
Campton Village Hall, 7.30-9.00pm
A talk by Beverly Blackham
on the running of the Shefford Allotments
Everyone Welcome - Admission £1.50
For more information, please contact… Maryika 01462 851729

Birthdays
A very Happy Birthday to those of you celebrating birthdays in
March
Alexanda Cocks who will be 15 on the 7th
Genevieve Cocks who will be 14 on the 7th
Dylan Caddick who will be 12 on the 8th
Marcus Hart who will be 14 on the 12th
Ella Bryant who will be 12 on the 12th
Emma Horsford who will be 15 on the 14th
Aaron Vernon who will be 13 on the 16th
Caitlin Gouck who will be 10 on the 20th
Daisy Lucas who will be 15 on the 27th
If you are under 16 and would like your name added to
the birthday page, please call Louise Hutson on 814148
or email at louhuts@gmail.com
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The Meppershall Players’ Production of Frankenstein
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Meppershall Social Club
MARCH 2017
BINGO- Every Friday Night
Doors open 6.45pm eyes down 7.15pm
Members free entry, non-members £1 entrance fee
* CLUB SOUND KARAOKE Saturday 11th March 8pm-late, Saturday
8th April 8pm-late with Dave & Stuart. 1,000’s of tracks to choose
from, Sing-a-long to your favourite songs at this fun for everyone
evening in a relaxed and friendly atmosphere
* PAUL CARNE’S QUIZ NIGHT Sunday 12th March 7.30pm start.
Sunday 9th April 7.30pm start
£1 per person entry fee, no set number in team (you can have as few
or as many as you like in your team)
50-50 split of entrance fee, half to charity half to the winning team.
Non-Members welcome
*SNOOKER at the Social Club. Members can play every evening when
the club is open. For more information pop into the Social Club any
evening, or contact The Club after 8pm on 01462 817359. Club opens
8pm; we look forward to seeing you

MEMBERSHIP for 2017 is now due (pick up a form at the Club)
Meppershall Social Club 01462 817359 after 8pm
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Herts and Beds Electrical
Are you at risk from electric shock or smoke suffocation in your home?
Do you know if your home electric shock and fire protection equipment is
working and ready to stop a nasty electrical accident? Or warn you that a fire is
burning your home, giving you vital seconds to deal with the problem or get
your family and pets out of the house.
Most people are unaware about what their fuse board and smoke alarms were
designed to do which is to function as their family’s main defence against
electric burns, fire and smoke inhalation.
People are also unaware of the importance of testing fuse boards and smoke
alarms regularly.
Herts and Beds Electrical strongly urges
readers to go and test their fuse board
and smoke alarms right now!
You can quickly do this by pressing the
RCD test button on your fuse board and
then resetting it. You can then test your
smoke alarms by pressing the test button
until a loud beeping is heard.
It is a good idea to listen for the 2nd
linked smoke alarm which normally kicks
in a few seconds after the first alarm.
Did you know your fuse board and
electrical circuits need an electrical mot
every 10 years at least? You can check the
test label on your fuse board to see when
the next test date is due.
If you would like more advice on your home safety equipment or to book your
free professional smoke alarm and RCD test now, call Herts and Beds
Electrical Tel: 01767 834024
We love to talk about electrics, big and small!
Nigel Rooney, owner Herts and Beds Electrical

Click her to return to the Table of Contents

19

The Lucy Page

By Lucy Standbridge

For this month’s article, I would like to present my
personal opinion, and that of others in the community,
on an issue that in January was posted to the
‘Meppershall Notice Board’ Facebook page.
One member of this page, Max Wilkinson, had
received reports sent to the Beds Council regarding the
“unsociable behaviour” of his cockerels that were
crowing in the mornings. The anonymous reporter had
complained to the council that the crow of the
cockerels would be deemed as “unsociable behaviour”, and Max therefore had
to take action to amend this ‘issue’ by having to either put down or re-home
his chickens!
This was then the point at which many different opinions were raised, with a
common theme against the views of whoever submitted the complaint. One
member commented “so many people move to the countryside expecting total
peace and quiet without allowing for the lovely sounds that are part of country
life”. Other comments followed with a similar approach, and this allows us to
see how much the community as a whole loves the sounds and lifestyle of the
countryside. Another user informed the readers of the post that “You are
entitled to own poultry and as a responsible owner, you have an obligation
from DEFRA [Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs] to maintain
the natural behaviour of your flock. This includes having cockerels for the
welfare of your hens, and letting roosters crow”.
Many people, including myself, agree that the countryside is full of lovely
sounds, and we prefer the quiet, natural sounds such as the cows, chickens
and church bells, rather than the hundreds of cars and noise you would get in
busy towns and cities.
As a community, we love hearing the cockerels in the morning, the cows
mooing and the ring of the church bells, it reminds us of how lucky we are to
be able to hear them from the other end of the village with such little
interfering noise! I, and quite a few others, are worried that we may lose this
privilege with the planned building of houses, initially with the construction
work and then with even more cars using the small Meppershall roads.
Hopefully it won’t be too bad!
As of the 28th January, 2 of the cockerels have safely been re-homed. What
are your thoughts on this?
[Please feel free to write in to the Editor with your views on this topic– Ed.]
Click her to return to the Table of Contents
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Club Sound Karaoke

Meppershall Social Club
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Meppershall Calendar of Events
March
Day

Date

Wednesday

1

Thursday

2

What's on
Holy Communion for Ash
Wednesday
(1st day of lent)
Evergreens

Thursday

2

Planning Workshop

Friday

3

Bingo (non-members £1)

Sunday

5

Monday

6

Thursday
Friday

9
10

Junior Church (see page 35)
Campton Gardening Club
Talk (see page 14)
(Admission £1:50)
Gnomes Coffee morning
Silent together

Friday

10

Bingo (non-members £1)

Saturday

11

Saturday

11

Monday

13

Sunday

12

Sunday

12

Sunday

12

Wednesday

15

Thursday

16

Scots Society Charity Quiz
Night
(£9 pp entry, see page 31)
Evergreens

Friday

17

Bingo (non-members £1)

Friday

24

Bingo (non-members £1)

Meppershall Academy
Spring Fair
Club Sounds Karaoke with
Dave & Stuart
Parish Council Meeting
Second Sunday service with
Refreshments
Second Sunday Stroll (in
Bedford by the river)
Paul Carne's Quiz night
(£1 pp entry)

When

Where

10am

St Marys

2.30 - 4.15pm

The Sugar loaf
Shefford Baptist
Church, 4 Bedford
Road, Shefford

2:30pm 7:30pm
6.45pm eyes
down 7.15pm
11am
7:30-9:00pm
10:45 - 11:45am
9:00 - 9:30pm
6.45pm eyes
down 7.15pm

Social Club
St. Marys vestry
Campton Village
Hall
Mepp.Care Home
St Marys
Social Club

12-4:00pm

Meppershall
Academy

8:00pm till late

Social Club

7:45pm

Village Hall

11:00am

St. Marys

1:30pm

St. Marys church
gate

7:30pm

Social Club

7:00pm for 7:30
start
2.30 - 4.15pm
6.45pm eyes
down 7.15pm
6.45pm eyes
down 7.15pm

Also see the calendar on the village website

Click her to return to the Table of Contents

The Swan
Bromham
MK43 8LS
The Sugar loaf
Social Club
Social Club

22

Financial Matters

By Paul Savuto

Eight Ways to Change Your Financial Habits In 2017 For many, the start of a
new year is a time of reflection and a renewed determination to do things
differently in the months that lie ahead. Whilst overhauling your finances could
seem less exciting than taking up a new hobby or challenge, it could make a big
difference to your future wealth.
CHECK YOUR MORTGAGE Often a family’s biggest monthly outgoing, it makes
sense to check that you’ve got the best, most cost-effective deal for your
circumstances.
MAKE PENSION SAVING A PRIORITY You’ve probably heard this message
many times before, but experts agree that the earlier you start saving in a
pension, the more you can put into it, the more time your money has to grow.
With tax relief available on contributions, pension saving really is a no-brainer.
DON’T MISS OUT ON TAX RELIEF ON YOUR SAVINGS If you haven’t used your
ISA allowance for this tax year (£15,240) then you still have time. Depending
on your circumstances, you might want to think about a Help to Buy ISA or a
Lifetime ISA when it launches in April.
DON’T AUTOMATICALLY RENEW YOUR HOME INSURANCE Shopping around
at renewal could get you a better, cheaper deal that provides the right cover
for your needs.
KEEP YOUR CREDIT CARDS AND LOANS UNDER REVIEW It pays to know what
interest you’re being charged and to check if another provider offers a lower
interest rate.
CHECK OUT YOUR BANK ACCOUNT Many banks offer new customers valuable
incentives to move their accounts. If you’re currently paying a monthly fee, it
pays to check out that the extras you get by doing so represent good value for
you.
MAKE YOUR WILL Without a Will, your estate would be administered under
the laws of intestacy, meaning that your wealth might not go to those you
would like to benefit on your death. Will writing is not regulated by the
Financial Conduct Authority.
GET GOOD ADVICE When it comes to managing and planning your money, it
makes sense to get good quality, in-depth advice from a professional. If it’s
been a while since you looked at your finances, then why not schedule a
review?
WILL YOUR NEED FOR INCOME CHANGE DURING YOUR RETIREMENT YEARS,
AND IF SO, BY HOW MUCH? This can be a difficult question to answer and the
response is likely to differ from person to person. It will depend on factors that
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are personal to you such as the age at which you retire and your state of health
in your later years. Stock market performance and the impact of inflation also
need to be taken into consideration when planning your finances.
Many people retire when they are still comparatively young and in good
health. Others see this time as their opportunity to travel extensively and take
up new interests and pursuits. This means that they are likely to want to spend
considerable amounts of money in this phase of their lives. For many, this
could be ten or even 20 years. However, at some point most of us will begin to
slow down and may find we develop health problems. At this stage, for some
people the amount they need to live on will diminish. For others this could
mean spending more on medical and nursing care.
Planning For Whatever the Future Holds. It wasn’t so very long ago that it was
the general rule that men retired at 65 and women at 60, with a state pension
and a defined benefit pension from their employer which paid out a fixed
income, regardless of the spending needs of the recipient. Now things have
changed and people are increasingly retiring with defined contribution
pensions that give them greater flexibility when it comes to planning their
income to match their lifestyle during their retirement years.
Planning for future expenditure should involve thinking about your likely
spending needs in your later years, and should address issues such as whether
you want to downsize to a smaller property, how much money you want to
pass on to your family and how much you need to have as a reserve that could
be used to pay for care costs. It helps to have these figures in view during your
working years when you are contributing to your pension, as they can help
determine how much you might need to save to achieve your goals.
Pension Planning Advice Pays. Research by Citizens Advice has revealed that
seven out of ten people who accessed their pension pots since the new
pension changes were introduced in April 2015 didn’t shop around or consider
other planning options for their retirement. Getting professional advice on
retirement income planning has never been more important than it is today.
Planning your income needs to meet your likely pattern of expenditure can
help alleviate financial worries later on in life. It can help you understand what
your financial future might look like, take into account your attitude to
investment risk, and give you a roadmap for the future.
As part of the service at DGS, we take the time to understand our client’s unique planning
needs and circumstances, so that we can provide you with the most suitable solutions in the
most cost-effective way. For a free review of your current pension plans and financial
situation, please contact Paul Savuto, AFPS, Chartered Financial Planner. DGS Independent
Financial Advisers Ltd. 07834 499595 or email ps@dgsifa.com. I’m based in Meppershall
and I’ll be happy to talk to you.
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Significant Events
Peter Lambley will be 84 on the 1st March
Evelyn Jepps will be 97 on the 3rd March
Ronald Mitchell will be 84 on the 4th March
Barbara Horwood will be 83 on the 10th March
Peter Longland will be 85 on the 11th March
Joan Kimber will be 88 on the 18th March
Richard Ivory will be 83 on the 22nd March
Our congratulations to everybody celebrating a birthday in March.

The photograph above shows Pat Langan celebrating her 90th birthday last
month.
RIP
We are saddened to announce that Councillor Lewis Birt died on 31st January.
Lewis was selfless in serving the community of which he was a well-respected
and much loved member. He will be greatly missed by the community as a
whole and by all of us at the Messenger, for whom he penned a series of
insightful articles about his wartime exploits until April 2016. Our condolences
go to Fran, his family and friends.
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Meppershall Brownies

By Susan Brightwell

We have been doing lots of activities this term themed around different
countries for our ‘World Cultures’ brownie badge. We started our adventure
with a virtual trip to France, where we made Pain au Chocolat and the
brownies made outfits from recycled materials and black sacks and we then
hosted our own Paris fashion show. The girls worked really hard to make very
inventive and glamourous outfits.
The next week we themed our meeting on the Antarctic, and we did lots of
penguin and snow themed activities. Some of the activities included making
penguins from paper plates, a snowball fight, and a penguin walk and slide
relay race which proved to be very funny to watch. The cold weather outside
made it feel quite authentic!
For the next week, we decided to theme our meeting around where the
Operation Christmas Child shoe boxes had been sent. We managed to fill and
send an amazing 90 shoe boxes this year. Every year I think we will have to
scale down and every year I am always amazed by everyone’s amazing efforts
and generosity and we always send more boxes than I had expected. A very big
thank you to everyone who helped us to send so many boxes again this year.
The boxes this year went to countries affecting by the fighting in the Middle
East. We talked about the issues affecting children in these countries and we
then made some sand pictures and enjoyed other Middle Eastern themed
activities.
Last week we had a really interesting visit to Tesco Baldock and were taken
round by a member of staff there on a Farm to Fork tour of the store. The
brownies took part in some fun activities, explored the chillers and counters,
and went behind the scenes of the store, which was really interesting and
informative and the girls learnt a lot about the origins and provenance of the
food they eat and had the opportunity to try and learn about foods they don’t
usually eat.
If you are interested in your daughter joining Brownies or volunteering
yourself, then please contact Snowy Owl (Suzanne) on 07817 392325 or you
can register online at www.girlguiding.org.uk.
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Out-of-Village Pursuits – Bridge

By Trevor Wilkinson

During these wintery nights and cold damp days and even whilst sitting outside
in the forthcoming warm sunlit periods, with a cold beer in your hand, don’t
you feel you should be exercising your mind in a logical yet cunning way in
preparation for filling in next year’s tax form? If so, perhaps playing a game or
two of bridge would suit. Contract Bridge is a very interesting card game
involving tact and enterprise and is the absorbing pastime of many.
The game is very much like whist, but you have to determine via a code of
bidding, with a partner, what suit will be trumps and how many tricks you
intend to make. There are penalties and bonuses depending on the outcome
and it can be very competitive and expensive, if you are that way inclined. The
bidding is similar to that at an auction – the highest bidder wins but they may
have been misled by the promoted value and thus paid more than it is worth.
Bridge is played around a table with four players who play as two pairs sitting
opposite each other. A full pack of cards is dealt face down. The players sort
their cards into suits - clubs, diamonds, hearts, spades, and assess the value of
their hand. This is accounted basically by giving an Ace-4points, a King-3points,
a Queen-2points and a Jack-1point although the shape of the hand may
influence its strength. In total there are 40 points in a pack. Now is the time for
excitement as the players start bidding in a clockwise sequence using the bids
to try to tell their partner what cards they hold. The detail of the bidding is
governed by Conventions which are internationally recognised and range in
complexity. Locally we tend to use the most common form called ACOL
although in the era just after the war a much simpler system called Culbertson
was used but it did not provide as much information.
A player does not have to bid with a weak hand, but will gain information from
other bids made which could assist him/her in their defence, if the opposing
pair are playing the contract. Bidding continues until a partnership thinks they
will not be able to make any more tricks in the bid suit and they have overbid
the opposing pair. The bidding goes from 1 to 7 (each number being above 6
tricks) followed by any suitable suit, each of which has an alphabetical priority,
and no-trumps.
‘Plus’ scores are given if a contact is bid and made, or exceeded, via 20 points
(clubs and diamonds), 30 points (heart and spades) and with no-trumps 40 for
the first and 30 for each subsequent trick. The idea, if possible, is to try and bid
to a level giving a 100 points, called a game, when considerable additional
points are allocated if made, although this is only applies in duplicate bridge
(and not in rubber bridge – see below).
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Duplicate bridge is where the hands are still identified and are placed in a
pouch or board after having been played and then passed to another table for
them to bid and play. Comparison of scores is then undertaken. This type of
bridge is used when two or more tables of players wish to indulge.
Rubber bridge is for smaller groups with just 4 players. Here a separate hand is
dealt each time and the scores of subsequent hands of each pair are added
together until one pair reaches or exceeds 100 points (a game) when they are
termed as being vulnerable and scoring starts again. The match is played until
one pair has made 2 games when a Rubber has then been achieved and further
points are added. Vulnerability is predetermined with Duplicate hands.
With all this bidding and playing, I now have to comment on what happens if a
contract is not made. Normally a pair would give the opposing pair 50 points
per deficient trick, but when vulnerable this increases to 100 points per trick
and twice this and more if a pair ‘doubles’ a contract. This is essentially a bet,
made during the bidding that the playing pair will not make their contact. If
they do make their contract, the playing pair will receive double their normal
score plus more points for the ’insult’ of the bet. ‘Sacrifice’ bidding is
sometimes used if a pair believe the opposition are very likely to make a bid
game and if they go down will give away fewer points than would have been
given had the opposition made their game. It also entices the main bidder to
bid beyond the game level and possibly go down themselves.
I will not mention the details of play except that the first lead is made by the
next clockwise player to the bidder who first introduced the suit being played
as trumps. The next hand, the bidder’s partner’s hand, is then placed on the
table facing up for all to see. The opening bidder then plays both hands with
the opposing pair trying to stop him/her making their contract using
information given in the bidding and subsequent play. Skill in bridge is
obtained in assessing this information, guesswork and deluding the bidder in
his/her play. It can be devious yet logical.
If you would like to learn more or would like to join a local club, there is one in
Shefford, please contact me.
Trevor Wilkinson Tel. 01462 811583 or 07858 423656
Email. Trevorwilkinson.smp@gmail.com

.

Click her to return to the Table of Contents

28

Quiz Night

Meppershall Social Club

Ofsted Registration Number: 219293

Registered Charity: 1031913
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Meppershall Garden Club

The shops and garden centres are filled with pots of emerging daffodils,
crocuses, hyacinths and snowdrops with plenty of seed for blooms and
vegetables. There is an abundance of different varieties. My mother in law and
her neighbours, used to grow beetroot between the roses. Still good practice
today, if you’re short of space. We often talk about companion planting, grow
your own vegetables or just for decorative borders. Canes, potting composts
and seed potatoes are easy to get at this time. Seed potatoes vary from early
to main crop and they can be grown in the ground or in sacks with perforated
bottoms. Keep the compost moist and earth up the compost as the plants
grow. Even a small garden can have a few new potatoes.
It is time to prepare seed beds, cover with cloches or plastic film to warm the
soil. In The Allotment Book, Andi Clevely says that you can now sow in situ
beetroot, broad beans, bulbing onions, early peas and many more.
The harbinger of spring is the winter bulb. The snowdrops are at their prettiest
this time of year and there are still gardens and parks open where you can visit
to see these delightful little plants. If you grow them and want them to spread,
the easiest way is to dig the clump up after flowering every three or four years,
splitting up the bunch of bulbs and replanting them.
Aconites only open their flowers in the sunshine. I have seen them spreading
their petals out from under a blanket of snow. If you want more, the best way
is to dig up a patch and plant as a group. They have rhizomes, not bulbs and it
is important to replant them at the right depth. The top of the roots should be
at 7-10cm (3-4 inches) - quite deep.
Daffodils come in many shapes and sizes. In his book The Complete Gardener,
Monty Don suggests planting ‘with light fingered abandon’. The depth
depends on the variety. If you plant the bulbs extra deep in borders, they will
not be disturbed by moving plants around them.
I often find that tulips are next to brighten up the garden. Weather conditions
appear to decide in what order the bulbs emerge. Again, different varieties and
aspects in your garden will have an influence. Wait and see is my motto. I
enjoy the surprise of having plants popping up where I had no memory of
having put them and plants I had thought lost suddenly reappearing.
Enjoy the spring. The birds are busy and soon the Brimstone butterflies will
make their appearance. Inge McConnell
Linda Parker 01462 815114
Kim Lee Tyler 01462 811750
Email address: meppershallgardenclub@hotmail.co.uk
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Meppershall Academy Spring Fair
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Scot’s Society of St Andrews, Charity Quiz Night
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Message from St. Mary’s - Services & Events
Parish Church of St Mary The Virgin (Church of England)
Church Road, off Campton Road, Meppershall
www.stmarysmeppershall.org.uk  facebook.com/stmarysmeppershall

Rector: The Reverend Veronica Goodman
01462 339962 – ronigoodman@gmail.com – usual day off Monday
Churchwardens:
Dawn Abbatt 01462 816962
James Read 01462 857836 Email: Meppershall.PCC@gmail.com
PCC Secretary:
Anne Parsons 01462 813333 Email: annie10639@gmail.com
A Message from St Mary’s…
Things to Look Out For…
Some things to highlight among the regular services and events at church…
Ash Wednesday – 1st March, St David’s Day, including Holy Communion at
10.00am with imposition of ashes.
Second Sunday – 12th March – our Second Sunday Service with refreshments
and chat midway through – and the Second Sunday Stroll this month in
Bedford by the river – a shorter stroll for all abilities in our beautiful county
town.
March Lent Groups – an opportunity to gather, discuss and reflect throughout
Lent in Meppershall on Tuesday evenings (see message below for details).
Palm Sunday and Easter Sunday – 9th and 16th April – look out for the special
services at church – details in next month’s Messenger, on Facebook and on
the church website.
A Message from St Mary’s…
I would like to begin with a huge thank you to the Friends of St Mary's and to
Graham and Jenny, and to all those who supported the event, for such a fun
Quiz Night once again, and all their work in support of our Church.
As February and Pancakes disappear together this year, March arrives on Ash
Wednesday leading us into Lent which lasts for 40 days (not including
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Sundays). Why not come to the 10.00 Communion on Ash Wednesday to begin
your Lenten journey?
Lent is a solemn time when we remember how Jesus spent 40 days and nights
alone in the wilderness being tempted by the Devil (see Matthew 4:1-11 and
Luke 4:1-13). Jesus used this time to prepare for his ministry by fasting and
praying.
We are all invited to set aside the 40 days of Lent to think about the way we
are living, the choices we make, and whether those are fulfilling God’s
commandments to love Him and to love each other - or whether we need to
make changes. Lent is the time when we try to draw closer to the God we
believe loved us enough to send his Son to live and die, and rise again for us. In
the Church the colour changes to purple as we reflect and repent or turn away
from the things which hold us back, and prepare to celebrate Easter with
hearts and minds made new.
As usual Churches Together in Shefford will be host Saturday Soup Lunches in
the Community Hall, fundraising for Christian Aid - and you’re welcome. Apart
from being fun social events, these lunches fit well with God’s words in Isaiah
58:6, "Is not this the kind of fasting I have chosen: to loose the chains of
injustice and untie the cords of the yoke, to set the oppressed free and break
every yoke?”
Also, Shefford will be hosting the first of our Deanery (local area) Lent Talks on
Wednesday March 8th at 7.30pm when Canon Tim Lomax will be speaking on
“Generosity”. Look out for the other talks: “Imagination” (Silsoe), “Joy”
(Flitwick) and “Courage" (Ampthill).
Wanting to take Lent seriously? We will be running Lent Courses both in
Meppershall and with Churches Together in Shefford based on the writings of
C.S.Lewis (of Narnia fame) and a book by Hilary Brand entitled “Not a Tame
Lion.” The Meppershall group will be on Tuesday evenings 7.30 at the home of
Keith and Ruth Callard (01462 815482) – 3(b) Fildyke Road. Do give Keith and
Ruth a call if you want to know more.
Although Lent is undoubtedly linked to penance and sackcloth and ashes - it
does not have to be a long, grey, dreary time of doing without the little things
that help to make life worthwhile ... coffee, chocolate, and cake! I think that
even as Spring comes to bring new life and new colour to our winter weary
countryside, so Lent is meant to be a journey into our own new Spring time and the colour and the fullness of life Jesus came to bring us.
Rector Roni
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Services and Events – March 2017 At St Mary’s unless stated below
Date

Time

Service / Event

Weds 1st March
St David’s Day

10.00am

Holy Communion
Ash Wednesday, First Day of Lent

Sunday 5th March
1st in Lent

10.45am
11.00am

Teen Table Talk at the Rectory
Holy Communion
With Junior Church (in the vestry)

Weds 8th March

10.00am

Holy Communion

Friday 10th March

9.00
– Silent Together – join friends to sit for a few
9.30pm
minutes to enjoy the tranquillity of the
church

Sun 12th March
2nd in Lent

8.30am

Holy Communion

11.00am

Second Sunday Service – the easy habit

2.30pm

Second Sunday Stroll – meeting on the river
in Bedford for a shorter loop of the
Embankment and Priory Park (all abilities).
See facebook.com/MeppershallStrollers or
email Meppershall.pcc@gmail.com.

Mon 13th March

7.45 for Bible Society Meeting at 3 Pinemead,
8pm
Shefford. Speaker: Esther Buss

Tues 14th March

2-4pm

Rectory Tea – chat and a cuppa – all
welcome

Weds 15h March

10.00am

Holy Communion

Sun 19th March
3rd in Lent

8.30am

Holy Communion

11.00am

All Age Family Service

Weds 22nd March

10.00am

Holy Communion

Sat 25th March

9.00am

Celtic Morning Prayer

Sun 26 March
4th in Lent

11.00am

Parish Communion
With short Junior Church

Tues 28th March

2-4pm

Rectory Tea. “Getting serious” with a cuppa

Weds 29th March

10.00am

Holy Communion

11.00am

Holy Communion

th

nd

Sun 2 April
5th in Lent
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St. Mary’s Meppershall Junior Church

St Mary’s Church, Meppershall
Junior Church

Our next Junior Church session is:
on Sunday 5 March
11am at
St Mary’s Church
In the Vestry
(age 3 to 12)
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The Team
CONTRIBUTIONS

The Editor welcomes contributions to the Messenger, whether as letters,
articles or notices. Contributions should preferably be as attachments to email but hand written contributions may be sent by post, left at the Editor’s
address below or in the folder kept at the Village Stores. Contributions should
run to not more than one A5 page (except by prior arrangement) and should
be received by the Editor not later than the 12th of the month for publication at
the end of that month. Contributions received after the deadline may be held
over.
DISCLAIMER

The Editor reserves the right to omit or alter any advertisement or article and
to change the content, format or issue date of the magazine without prior
notice. The Editor cannot be held responsible for the factual correctness of, or
for any libellous comment or statement made in any advertisement, article or
other contribution published in this magazine. Every effort will be made to
avoid any deliberate attempt to mislead or otherwise cause harm or damage
to any person or persons by any advertisement, article or any other
contribution published in this magazine.
THE TEAM
Editor

Mike McConnell

Assistant Editor

David Turner

Advertising and
Distribution
Production
Co-ordination
Treasurer

Colette House
Enid Pamment
John Thompson

2a Gregory Close
Email: mmcconnell567@gmail.com
2 Campton Road
Email: davidturner25@hotmail.com
90 Fildyke Road
Email: colettehouse@gmail.com
112 High Street
Email: enid.pamment@gmail.com
16 Brookmead
Email: jthompson244@btinternet.com

811814
813613
815585
851397
812983

Collating Dates for your Diaries

March
April
May

27
24
30

June
July
October
November

26
31
30
27

Double issue
Double issue

Please note that dates in the above table indicate the month in which the
collating will take place, at 2.30 pm in the Sugar Loaf. The issue being
collated will relate to the following month.
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