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Asian Le Mans Series – Andréa Pizzitola - Andrea Roda - Aidan Read
Algarve Pro Racing – Ligier JS P2-Nissan



You can like sport for various reasons, but the 
'glorious unpredictability' of the final result is cer-
tainly one of its main charms. Motorsports are par-
ticularly prone to the least expected scenarios, as 
evidenced again on Sunday 22 January in Sepang. 
Partnered technically by Motul, Algarve Pro Ra-
cing bagged the Asian Le Mans Series LMP2 title 
at the expense of a contender who could however 
content himself by finishing the race last to clinch 
the crown. 
Having started with 19 points to be caught up for, 
the Ligier JS P2-Nissan #25 began by chalking 
up a unit to its advantage thanks to a pole posi-
tion secured by Andréa Pizzitola. The Frenchie, it 
should be remembered, was not the first to turn 
up: after a conclusive test in Super GT in Japan, 

he was appointed 'Alliance Athlete' in 2016, in 
other words the Renault-Nissan Alliance official 
driver.
There was no need to wait for the 115th and last lap 
to know the epilogue of the 2016/2017 staging of 
the AsLMS in the sport-prototypes top category. 
Right at the start, a collision forced the favourites, 
Jackie Chan DC Racing, to make a long halt. They 
set off again for a few laps before throwing in the 
towel. Meanwhile, Andréa Pizzitola, Andrea Roda 
and Aidan Read were heading straight for their first 
win of the Asian season, worth the Teams title for 
Algarve Pro Racing and the drivers title for Roda. 
The team's second Ligier shared by Michael Mune-
mann, Tacksung Kim and Mark Patterson finished 
3rd in the same lap as the winners.

ASIAN LE MANS SERIES
SEPANG

ALGARVE PRO RACING 
CONFOUNDS THE FORECASTS
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Algarve Pro Racing #25, 76 pts

Jackie Chan DC Racing, 69 pts

Algarve Pro Racing #24, 60 pts
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STANDINGS

Andréa Pizzitola
Algarve Pro Racing
Ligier JS P2-Nissan
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Motul is going to significantly extend its pre-
sence on the international endurance scene by 
becoming official lubricant partner of Swiss team 
Rebellion. The latter will indeed not just content it-
self with entering its two Oreca 07-Gibson LMP2 
prototypes at the start of the 24 Hours of Le Mans 
and the eight other rounds of the World Endurance 
Championship. It will also be entering a car in the 
North American Endurance Cup, which groups 
the most prestigious American long haul events, 
including the Daytona 24 Hours and the Sebring 
12 Hours.
Leaving, returning… the red and white colours of 
the Swiss flag already mirrored those of Motul's 
logo in 2010. That led to 3rd place in the Le Mans 
Series Championship in LMP1.
Rebellion Racing always grants great importance 

to the choice of its drivers but the recruiters were 
particularly well talented this winter. At the wheel of 
the Oreca #31, we will see David Heinemeier-Hans-
son accompanied by the faithful Nicolas Prost 
and Mathias Beche. The team of #13 will see Julien 
Canal rub shoulders with former F1 drivers Bruno 
Senna and Nelson Piquet Jr. Last, World Endurance 
champions, Sébastien Buemi and Neel Jani, will be 
taking care of the North American programme 
with another ex-F1, Nick Heidfeld. They'll be aiming 
for the absolute win because, in IMSA, LMP2 cars 
are part of the top category. 
The Gibson GK 428 engine (4.2 litres and 8 cylin-
ders) of the Oreca 07s was developed with  Motul 
300V Power Racing 5W30 lubricant, which is part 
of the Motorsport Line. That oil will be flowing in its 
entrails throughout the season!

WEC & NAEC
REBELLION RACING PARTNERSHIP

MOTUL SUPPORTS 
REBELLION!
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ELMS 2010
Rebellion Racing

Lola B1060



Honda Motor Europe unveiled on 18 January 
the identity of the two riders who will be official-
ly defending the brand's colours at the Northern 
Ireland North West 200 and the Isle of Man Tou-
rist Trophy in Superbike category Partnered tech-
nically by Motul for many years, Honda Racing 
will again be entering John McGuiness and will 
be welcoming Guy Martin on the occasion of his 
big come back. These two legendary figures will 
be riding the brand new Honda CBR1000RR Fire-
blade SP2, the offspring of a lineage of road race 
winners.  
Guy Martin has built himself an impressive record 
in the discipline, with 11 wins in the  Ulster Grand 
Prix, where he was injured in 2015. Since then, the 

rider from Grimsby has devoted himself to other 
activities before finally deciding to return. The 
fans' favourite will try to win at last the North West 
200 and the TT, where he has mounted the po-
dium 15 times! 'I didn't want to grow old without 
giving it a shot with the Honda!' 
Meanwhile, John McGuinness is highly intent on 
improving his score of 23 successes on the Isle of 
Man, being just three times off the record held by 
the late Joey Dunlop! He also wants to get the lap 
record back, which was pinched off him last year 
by Michael, Joey's nephew! 'He just borrowed it 
from me' corrects the Morecambe Missile. 'I know 
the old Fireblade like the back of my hand and am 
eager to know what the new one can do'.  

ROAD RACING
HONDA RACING DRIVER LINE-UP

HONDA RACING'S 
DREAM TEAM
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John McGuinness-Guy Martin
Honda Road Racing

Honda CBR1000RR Fireblade SP2



Motul was the presenting partner of the Motor 
Bike Expo, which attracted 160,000 visitors to Ve-
rona from 20 to 22 January. This show is a genuine 
motorbike shindig, a firework show of custom 
bikes and exceptional motorcycles with amazing 
designs, where extremely rare historic models rub 
shoulders with race machines with the latest de-
velopments. On its booth, Motul demonstrated its 
passion for motorcycles in real, virtual and charity 
terms, while, outdoors, the Motul Arena brought 
on many adrenaline rushes.
Being just a few centimetres from bikes that marked 
the past season always  causes high emotion among 
racing fans. Motul brought along to the MBE a Da-
kar Rally Honda CRF450 from team HRC, a Yamaha 
entered in MotoGP by Tech3 and an MV Agusta Re-
parto Corse which took part in the World Superbike 
Championship. These three teams partnered techni-
cally by Motul    made up a lot of people's dreams in 
2016 on circuits and off-road rally specials. 

Motul also presented the public with two virtual 
reality simulators far more perfected than a mere 
video game. You could indeed move in the very 
heart of the racing world as a track engineer.  
Another part of the booth was given over to the 
activities of the Motul Corazon foundation which 
supports educational programmes all over the 
world. The Motul Onirika 2853, the futuristic mo-
torcycle based on the MV Agusta Brutale 800 and 
presented at the beginning of 2016 at the Motor 
Bike Expo, will be auctioned on 7 February in aid of 
the foundation.  

MOTUL SURPRISES VISITORS IN VERONA 
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MOTOR BIKE EXPO
VERONA



VERSION FRANÇAISE
22.10.15

Russian bikers Anastasia Nifontova and Alexan-
der Ivanyutin experienced hell in South America 
but also utter bliss on crossing on Saturday 14 Ja-
nuary the arrival line of their first Dakar! No newco-
mer to off-road rallies, Anastasia took 75th place, 
second placed in the womens' standings. Alexan-
der, the Motocross specialist, finished an excellent 
32nd in the overall and 5th of the 29 classified 
rookies!
The two riders supported by Motul experienced a 
wide range of difficulties during week one, while 
demonstrating on various occasions good naviga-
tion skills. But worsening terrain conditions due to 
heavy rain in Bolivia made the physical challenge 
even tougher than expected. Anastasia will long 
remember the seventh stage contended the day 

after the rest day, on Monday 9 January: 'there was 
over 600 kilometres to be crossed including 160 
on very heavy ground, it was hell, I had excruciating 
back pain and was screaming under my helmet! 
On top of that, there were the altitude effects on 
the body, over 4,000 metres above sea level.' 
Alexander Ivanyutin pulled off a fine perfor-
mance in the eighth stage, with 30th time as a 
result. On the contrary, Anastasia Nifontova went 
astray due to a failure of her onboard navigation 
system. But it's during the tenth stage that the 
Russian rider, who won the Women's Off-road 
Rallies World Cup in 2015, pushed herself to the 
limit. 'There was no down time, not a single mo-
ment to relax, because of the problems caused 
by the state of the route and navigation.'  >>

HELL AND HEAVEN

Anastasia Nifontova
HT Rally Raid

Husqvarna FR 450
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INSIDE STORY

DAKAR RALLY



European Le Mans Series – Lancaster - Hirsch - Wirdheim
Greaves Motorsport – LMP2 Gibson 015S Nissan 

VERSION FRANÇAISE
22.10.15

Anastasia Nifontova & Alexander 
Ivanyutin

HT Rally Raid
Husqvarna FR 450

Anastasia created a stir in the eleventh and penulti-
mate special she would have preferred not to. The 
France TV Sport channel filmed her while she was 
attempting in vain to set her bike up straight. Other 
contenders passed by without stopping and the 
Russian fans who saw the scene protested above 
all against the camera-man because he didn't help 
her. But, the regulations in fact ban him from doing 
so, of course, and finally everything was sorted out 
when Frenchie, Grégory Morat #154, helped Anas-
tasia out. She could remount her Husqvarna and 
reached the arrival. 'Usually I can set my bike up 
alone but on that day, on the eve of the last stage, 

I was physically exhausted as were many of the 
contenders moreover.'  
Alexander was also pleased to have got to the 
end of an event he considered the most difficult 
of his career. 'It was only my third off-road ral-
ly,' recalled the man with 11 Russian motocross 
champion titles. 'During the second, in Morocco, I 
broke my leg, which impeded my preparation for 
the Dakar. I had to get used to the bike during the 
race. I'm lucky to have pulled through without the 
slightest injury.' Like Anastasia, Alexander is now 
addicted to the Dakar and has just one wish: to 
return in 2018!
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