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Arenacross Tour – Thomas Ramette – SR75 Suzuki GB – Suzuki RM-Z450



The ArenaCross Tour visited Manchester, Glas-
gow, Birmingham, Belfast and Sheffield before fi-
nishing on Saturday 18 February in Wembley, nor-
thwestern London. Frenchie, Thomas Ramette, 
rider of team SR75 Suzuki GB, partnered techni-
cally by Motul, has just been crowned champion 
in Pro category for the third consecutive time. 
Thomas Ramette clinched a respectable quan-
tity of trophies in Supercross during the 2016 
season. Then he signed up for a new tour of UK 
stadiums which has ended with him on the first 
step of the final podium. But the last round in 
London wasn't the easiest to deal with. 
'I came 3rd in the championship, nine points off 
the leader Soubeyras and one point off Pellegri-

ni. As has been the case for three year, this final  
event counted double in terms of points.  
I bagged 2nd time in the time trials behind my 
team-mate Coulon before following that up with 
a win in the first half final. I unfortunately fell 
when I was second in the second half final.'  
Thomas Ramette nevertheless qualified for the 
final and the superpole allowed him to stand 7 
points off the leader. 'I got off to a good start in 
the final and got to be 2nd behind Coulon, whe-
reas Soubeyras rapidly fell. It wasn't easy to deal 
with mentally because I was torn between the 
desire to race for the win and the goal to stay 
on my tyres while bagging the title. I chose the 
second option!'  
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Thomas Ramette, 131 pts

Angelo Pellegrini 126 pts

Cedric Soubeyras 124 pts

01
02
03

FINAL RANKING

Thomas Ramette
SR75 Suzuki GB

Suzuki RM-Z450

 4 th



Inclement weather prevailed on 18 and 19 Februa-
ry in Almaty during the  Kazakh stage of the FIM Ice 
Speedway Gladiators World Championship: fog 
caused the competition to be interrupted on Sa-
turday after twenty races, and fifteen centimetres 
of snow covered the ice on Sunday. But although 
the 6,000 spectators were freezing cold they were 
duly thrilled by the performances as is often the 
case in this discipline warmly supported by Motul.   
In sporting terms, Igor Kononov is continuing to 
act the rebel. In Kazakhstan, he pulled off the feat 
of winning his ten races and also his half final and 
Sunday final. He clashed on three occasions with 

current world leader Dmitry Koltakov who had to 
content himself each time with 2nd place. Kolta-
kov now knows what to expect: to give a new wor-
ld championship win to Motul, he'll have to deal 
with this cumbersome compatriot!
Koltakov's lead is no longer more than two points 
over Kononov. The duo have distanced themsel-
ves from 2016 World champion Khomitsevich, 
while another Russian, who won in 2013 and 2014, 
will unfortunately be unable to finish the season. 
Daniil Ivanov injured his shoulder in the very first 
race of the meet. The unscathed will be in Berlin on 
4 and 5 March for the next round!
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Dmitry Koltakov, 105 pts

Igor Kononov, 103 pts

Dmitry Khomitsevich, 94 pts
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STANDINGS AFTER FINAL 3

Dmitry Koltakov
Jawa 500cc



The World MotoGP Championship interseason 
tests are crucial for the teams. They are also highly 
eventful in the pits and on the track. There are in-
deed many new elements as regards the motorcy-
cles and the riders have changed in a fair number 
of teams. From 15 to 17 January, the trials held on 
Phillip Island circuit, Australia, gave their batch of 
lessons, questions and hopes as regards the 22 
riders, 12 teams and 6 manufacturers who will be 
present at the start of the season.  
With Monster Yamaha Tech3, Aprilia Racing 
Team Gresini and the  Suzuki factory team, Mo-
tul can be proud of counting on loyal and com-
petitive technical partners. These three structures 

all shone at one moment or another in the State  
of Victoria, which will be hosting the 16th round 
of the world championship. It's a rookie who 
caused the greatest sensation, namely Tech3 rider  
Jonas Folger. 'The pace was good, we tried many 
solutions and solved many problems. We can be 
pleased!' stated the German.
Rookies are flying high. Alex Rins confirmed this 
by clinching 6th time on his Suzuki. 'Apart from the 
time, the most important thing is to have made re-
gular and significant progress,' stated the Spaniard. 
The Top 10 bagged by Aleix Espargaro was also 
rightly considered as positive at Aprilia. See you on 
10 March in Qatar for more news! 

FIM MOTOGP WORLD 
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Jonas Folger
Monster Yamaha Tech3

Yamaha YZR-M1



Mugen means 'infinite', a word that goes marvel-
lously well with a 2017 programme that will lead the 
Japanese firm's machines to deliver horse power and 
kilowatts from Asia to Europe, on 2 or 4 wheels!  With 
just one lubricant partner... guess who?  
This programme was presented on 13 February by 
the president of the company, Tomoyuki Hashimoto. 
Let's begin with the Japanese series, with in the first 
place a big come-back, that of Mugen in Super GT 
500 under its own name. A first since 2003! It will 
be impossible not to see Motul's logo on the bonnet, 
wing and flanks of the Honda NSX #16 to be shared 
by Hideki Mutoh and Daisuke Nakajima.
Still in Japan but in the sphere of single-seaters, the 

two cars of Team Mugen contending in Super For-
mula will also display Motul's colours. They will be 
driven by two highly talented drivers, 2013 champion 
of the category, Naoki Yamamoto, and Frenchie, 
Pierre Gasly, who has just  won the GP2 Series. For 
its beginnings in Super Formula, B-Max will also use 
the 2 litre turbo HR-417E engine and Motul products. 
The Isle of Man TT Zero challenge is continuing to 
grip the engineers at Mugen Power and Motul. The 
electric Shinden's adventure began in 2014 with a 
win by John McGuinness, who did the same again 
in 2015. He will be racing once more, like Guy Martin, 
looking to secure his first TT win in June, and the four-
th consecutive for Shinden. 

MUGEN SEASON PRESENTATION

INFINITE ACCORDING TO MUGEN
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