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FIM MotoGP World Championship – Qatar race



The World MotoGP championship experienced a 
laborious start in Qatar. Bad weather conditions led 
to outright cancellation of the qualifyings. The start 
of the Grand Prix had to be delayed half an hour, its 
distance even being slightly shortened. But once off, 
the race gave a superb show, with all three teams 
partnered technically by Motul illuminating the Qa-
tari night.  
For want of 'qualifyings', the overall of the free trial 
sessions was chosen to select the starting grid. This 
way, the rookies of Monster Yamaha Tech3, Johann 
Zarco and Jonas Folger, found themselves in P4 and 
P8! The Frenchie dominated at the beginning of the 
race before being  caught by surprise. 'I decided to 

relax and fell,' stated the defending World Moto2 
champion. 'This mistake is part of my learning of 
the top category.' Folger lost time at the beginning 
but consoled Hervé Poncharal's troops by pushing 
forward to 10th place. 
Despite Maverick Viñales' departure, the Suzuki fac-
tory team is continuing to surf the top of the wave. 
Its new leader, Andrea Ianonne, was fighting for one 
of the podium steps when he fell while trying to pass 
a contender. Alex Rins celebrated his beginnings in 
MotoGP with the points of 9th place.
Last, Aprilia Racing Team Gresini got off to a good 
start to the season with the splendid 6th place 
clinched by Aleix Espargaro.
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Aleix Espargaro
Aprilia Racing Team Gresini

Aprilia RS-GP

FIM MOTOGP WORLD 
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The teams partnered by Motul in the various 
categories of the V de V series are numerous... as 
were the wins bagged in the maiden round on 18 
and 19 March in Barcelona! The red and white logo 
was declared  winner in Endurance Proto as well as 
in LMP3 and GT on the Catalunya circuit.
The V de V Proto Endurance Challenge may have 
lost its diversity, with 100% of Norma-Hondas on 
the starting line, but not its competitiveness. The 
top 5 came together in a lap at the end of the six 
hour race, and team TFT clinched a one-two. Phi-
lippe Illiano in the role of enlightened amateur, ac-
companied by Elite drivers Alain Ferté and Ander 
Vilarino, repeated their 2016 exploit while secu-
ring their third consecutive win in the discipline! 

The defending champions got ahead of Bazaud,  
Thirion and Caillon, in the lead of Prestige category  
of teams without Elite classified drivers. 
The two best LMP3 prototypes fiercely battled for 
victory. The Duqueine Engineering Ligier shared 
by David Droux, Nelson Panciatici and Gilles Du-
queine himself took the win by less than a half a 
second under the chequered flag. Like TFT, the 
team based in Alès had already won last year on 
the same circuit.  
IMSA Performance, GT champion from 2010 to 
2012 in V de V, is intent on reconquering this title 
this season with its Porsche 991 GT3-R. It started 
off on that track in Barcelona thanks to Thierry Cor-
nac and Raymond Narac.

V DE V ENDURANCE SERIES 
BARCELONA
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Ferté-Vilarino-Illiano (Norma TFT), 45 pts

Bazaud-Thirion-Caillon (Norma TFT), 40,5 pts

Robert-Robert-Perroy (Norma RC Formula), 36 pts
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STANDINGS

David Droux, Nelson Panciatici
& Gilles Duqueine

Duqueine Engineering
Ligier LMP3



The calendar of the 24H Series organised by 
Dutch agency Creventic comprises four 24 hour 
events and three 12 hour ones, including the se-
cond stage in Mugello. On 17 and 18 March, Italy 
once again smiled on team IDEC Sport Racing, 
partnered technically by Motul, which won SP6 
AM class last year on the same circuit. The French 
AMG GT3 Mercedes  reached the arrival 2nd 
placed of the overall. 
A renowned driver in the endurance world, Dimi-
tri Enjalbert tells us about a few key aspects of his 
machine: 'It's fantastic to drive and well adapted to 
endurance. Its air conditioning limits the tempera-
ture to between 40 and 50°C. In the cockpit, eve-
rything is within easy reach. You can easily adjust 

the intensity of the ABS and anti-skid system, and 
the engine mapping. These little things help you re-
main focused on driving.'  
The format of the event included a first part of ra-
cing lasting four hours which the Frenchie tackled 
with a double stint from 7th position on the grid. 
Patrice and Paul Lafargue kept a good pace to 
finish 4th. The hardest remained to be done but 
the team and its trio of drivers remained  united all 
along. After a series of faultless stints and re-fuel-
lings, the team of the Mercedes #17 mounted the 
second step of the podium. 'We've been working 
on this car for a year,' stated Paul Lafargue. 'Congra-
tulations to the team, there are difficult times but 
days like this reward everyone's efforts.' 

24H SERIES
MUGELLO

THE TWELVE STRIKES  
OF IDEC SPORT RACING
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Dimitri Enjalbert, 
Paul & Patrice Lafargue

IDEC Sport Racing
Mercedes AMG GT3



One of the attractions of off-road rallies is to 
shine the spotlight on  regions of the world so-
metimes little known but worth discovering... 
For instance the Sonara desert which straddles 
Mexico and the USA's Arizona and California. The 
Mexican state of Sonora hosted the eponymous 
rally from 21 to 24 March, from Puerto Peñasco to 
Puerto Libertad and back, then around the region 
of San Luis Rio Colorado. As always with Motul's 
technical support, team Monster Energy Honda 
Team left a strong impression, as in the Dakar, 
but this time victory awaited it at the end of the  
adventure. 
American rider, Ricky Brabec, won one of the 
stages of the last Dakar. He dominated this Sono-

ra Rally from the first to the 1,318th kilometre, with 
the help of a team strengthened by Honda Ameri-
ca and Johnny Campbell's structure, JCR Honda.
Yet the rider of the CRF450 Rally #3 is not un-
der the impression he had an easy time. 'It was 
my first participation and I found the end of the 
rally very difficult in the sand dunes. The more I 
face this type of challenge the more I'll be ready 
to confront the Dakar.' Team project leader, Taichi 
Honda, also insisted on the preparation for the 
next staging of the most famous of off-road ral-
lies. 'We collected a great deal of data and Ricky 
excelled in navigation despite the handicap of 
opening the road every day in each special. This 
experience will be useful to him in the future.'

SONORA RALLY
MEXICO

HONDA BAGS THE SONORA
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Honda CRF450 RALLY 
Monster Energy Honda Team



Only just debugged by World Endurance 
Champion and double winner of the 24 Hours of 
Le Mans, Romain Dumas, the new Norma M30 
LMP3 made its debut in racing on the other side of 
the Atlantic. Colin Thompson, who made the trip 
for the first test runs at Nogaro, gave the French 
prototype its first podium on 17 March in Sebring. 
Norma is partnered technically by Motul and re-
commends using the brand's products in all the 
cars of its catalogue. 
The organisers of the IMSA Prototype Challenge 
have made changes to their regulations this year 
by accepting LMP3 prototypes alongside the 
single-seater ELAN DP2s. The latest arrival on the 

LMP3 market, the  Norma M30 of team Kelly-Moss 
Road and Race did well straightaway in the free 
trials. Colin Thompson clinched 3rd time of his 
class in the qualifyings but had to quit half into 
race 1 after a broken axle drive shaft. On the other 
hand, he managed to finish race two 2nd-placed 
'The Sebring circuit is a real castigator so I'm most 
pleased to see the M30 start its career with a po-
dium on this track,' stated the creator of Norma 
Auto Concept, Norbert Santos. The Americans 
were equally delighted:  'We thought we'd simply 
be doing development this weekend' admitted Co-
lin Thompson. 'We couldn't decently have hoped 
for a better outcome with such a new car.' 

IMSA PROTOTYPE CHALLENGE
SEBRING

THE M30 ALREADY 
PERFORMING EXCELLENTLY
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Colin Thompson
Kelly Moss Racing

Norma M30
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