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MotoGP - Le Mans – Johann Zarco – Monster Yamaha Tech3 – Yamaha YZR-M1



  

A first podium, what's more on step two, and 
already in his fifth race among the elite! That's Jo-
hann Zarco's new feat, at his race on home turf 
on 21 May in Le Mans, to which was added Jonas 
Folger's 7th place. So, team Monster Yamaha Tech3, 
partnered technically by Motul, secured a superb 
overall result.  
Johann Zarco was 3rd on the grid with soft tyres 
whereas the factory Yamahas preceding him had 
chosen medium ones.  The Frenchie led the first 
laps before being passed by the championship lea-
der, Maverick Viñales in lap seven and then by Va-
lentino Rossi in the twenty-third. 'There was a great 
roar from the crowd, much positive energy. A third 
place was fantastic but, given the intensity of the 
battle between Maverick and Valentino, I told my-

self my position could evolve. That's what happened 
in the last lap.'  The 500th Yamaha Grand Prix win 
could have been the work of Frenchie in France at 
the wheel of a motorcycle tuned by a French team!  
Jonas Folger completed lap one in 17th place but 
his excellent pace allowed him to move forward ten 
places in the standings.  
The four teams supported technically by Motul 
chalked up points in Le Mans. At Aprilia Racing 
Team Gresini, Aleix Espargaro was 8th when he quit 
but Sam Lowe started scoring points. Andrea Ian-
none slipped into the Top 10, five places ahead of 
the other Suzuki ridden by Sylvain Guintoli which 
scored a point for its return. Finally, Loris Baz from 
Reale Avintia Racing managed to secure points on 
his homeland, in 9th position. 
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Maverick Viñales, Yamaha, 85 pts 

Dani Pedrosa, Honda, 68 pts

Valentino Rossi, Yamaha, 63 pts

Johann Zarco (Yamaha), 55 pts
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Jonas Folger
Monster Yamaha Tech3

Yamaha YZR-M1



The good news for Motul at this German 
Grand Prix, contended on 21 June in   Teutschen-
thal, was the one-two of its Suzuki riders Seewer 
and Lawrence in MX2. Unfortunately, at Honda, 
the two MXGP riders fell. Tim Gajser alone could 
take part in the two races, limiting the cham-
pionship damage.
An 11th place may be seen as a feat which was 
the case with that just clinched by Tim Gajser in 
Germany. The rider of team Honda Racing Corpo-
ration, partnered technically by Motul, indeed fell 
when he was leading the qualifying race on Sa-
turday.  By focussing on the fight for the 2017 tit-
le, the defending World MXGP champion scored 
some points. 'I'd never raced in such pain,' stated 

the Slovenian who had already fallen two weeks 
earlier in Latvia. Injured in the practices, Evgeny 
Bobryshev fractured his collarbone and had to 
undergo an operation that very evening. It's a pity 
for the Russian, who was enjoying a good streak 
of racing and was no longer very far off the cham-
pionship top three.  
Suzuki has had its share of injuries this year,  
especially with the fractured knee of Kevin Stri-
jbos, who is still convalescing. Fortunately, his 
team-mates are on the offensive. Arminas Jasiko-
nis clinched a new Top 10 in MXGP and Jeremy 
Seewer won in MX2 ahead of Hunter Lawrence! 
It's the second win for the Swiss and the first po-
dium for the Aussie at this level.
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Antonio Cairoli (KTM), 305 pts

Tim Gajser (Honda), 261 pts

Gautier Paulin (Husqvarna), 260 pts
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Tim Gajser
Team HRC

CRF450RW



The Oschersleben circuit organised a 24-Hour 
race in 1998 one year after its inauguration. A FIM 
World Endurance Championship round was held 
there for the first time in 1999 and the adoption 
of the present 8 Hour format dates back to 2008. 
On 20 May, the third round of the FIM EWC, for 
which Motul is the official lubricant partner, smiled 
on several teams supported technically by the 
red and white logo firm. Maco Racing Team and 
Voelpker NRT48 mounted the podium in their res-
pective category. Relegated to the bottom end of 
the standings owing to a fall, Suzuki Endurance Ra-
cing Team pushed forward solidly to strengthen its 
place as championship leader. 
At the end of the race, the two motorcycles batt-

ling it out to bag 3rd place were about to run dry. 
Unlike its rival, Maco Racing Team decided to re-
main on track... The gamble to drive economically 
paid off for the Slovakian team, which will be ra-
cing on home turf in June! 
In lap three, Philippe Vincent fell when in the lead. 
SERT gave its utmost to push forward from 32nd to 
9th place. It even went as far as asking Alex Cud-
lin, not as rapid as his team-mates Etienne Masson 
and Philippe Vincent, to remain on the sidelines.
Honda Endurance Racing fought for a long time in 
the Top 3 before experiencing a mechanical pro-
blem causing it to fall back to 10th place. In front 
of its public, Voelpker NRT48 finished the race 7th 
overall and 2nd of Superstock category.
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Suzuki Endurance Racing Team, 108 pts

GMT94 Yamaha, 101 pts

Team SRC Kawasaki, 92 pts
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 Vincent Philippe
Suzuki Endurance Racing Team

Suzuki GSX-R1000



The gaps seem to be lessening between the 
three manufacturers present in the Super GP 
championship GT500 category, but Lexus is still 
undefeated this year. Team Tom’s KeePer #37 
wrote the opening entry on the leaderboard of 
the season in Okayama, Zent Cerumo's #38 coun-
terattacked on Fuji Speedway and the second 
LC500 of team Tom’s, #36, has just won in turn 
on 21 May at Autopolis. The common denomina-
tor between these three cars is Motul's technical 
support!  
#36 was only 7th on the grid, but James Rossiter 
took charge of taking it forward to 3rd place. 'I was 
in full attack mode and I love that,' commented 
the Brit. An effective pitstop also contributed to 

positioning his team-mate Kazuki Nakajima on the 
path to victory. But that didn't happen without a 
collision, 14 laps before the end, with team SARD's 
2016 winning Lexus #1!
The two best Nissan's bore Motul's colours. Team 
Mola S Road's #46 and Motul Autech's #23 finished 
at the foot of the podium, right in the middle of 
a final sprint that involved five candidates for 2nd 
place!
The fierce battle was no less impressive in GT300. 
From start to finish, the Subaru BRZ of team R&D 
Sport, partnered technically by Motul, looked like a 
candidate for the win. Takuto Iguchi and Hideki Ya-
maushi did their utmost but lacked 91 thousandths 
under the chequered flag!
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Cassidy / Hirakawa (Lexus), 36 pts

Rossiter (Lexus), 32 pts

 Tachikawa / Ishiura (Lexus), 30 pts
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Kazuki Nakajima & James Rossiter
Tom's Lexus Team

Tom's Lexus LC500



The teams supported technically by Motul 
crushed their contenders at the first round of the 
Russian Drift Series, on 5 and 6 May on Moscow 
Raceway. Arkady Tsaregradtsev drove his Nissan 
R34 to victory in the final against the Toyota GT86 
of his team-mate Nikita Shikov, so team Fail Crew 
thus bagged a splendid one-two. Leader of the 
qualifyings, the driver of Forvard Auto Team, Giorgi 
Chivchyan, completed the podium.
5000 people attended this glide jamboree on as-
phalt and applauded the counter-steering acro-
bats. 'The circuit was far from straightforward, it 
was probably the most original of the calendar,' 
commented the winner, Arkady Tsaregradtsev. 
'We worked enormously on the engine, suspen-

sions, and set-up of the car before this first meet,' 
stated his runner-up Nikita Shikov. 'I still lack track 
time and still have a lot of development to do but 
I'm very pleased with the result.' 
Smiles were also naturally on peoples' faces on 
the side of Giorgi Chivchyan, aka 'Gocha': 'This 
race was no doubt one of my best. The new layout 
of Moscow Raceway is very rapid and demanding 
for mechanical parts, especially the engine and 
transmission. We discovered that this weekend, 
so everyone was on an equal footing. Some ap-
parently hadn't had time to prepare perfectly for 
this first event, so I feel the next meet should be 
even fiercer! That will be from 26 to 28 May in Ni-
jni Novgorod.
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Georgy Chivchyan & Ivan Nikulin
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