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Moto GP – Sachsenring – Jonas Folger- Monster Yamaha  Tech 3 – Yamaha YZR-M1



Monster Yamaha Tech3 has got hold of two 
exceptional rookies and is giving them the best 
opportunities to make a name for themselves in 
the most fearsome MotoGP battles! The team 
managed by Hervé Poncharal, a Motul technical 
partner, could already be most content with Jo-
hann Zarco's results, before celebrating on 2 July 
at the Sachsenring another podium bagged by 
Jonas Folger. In the same way as the Frenchie was 
successful in France, the German led the race be-
fore finishing 2nd his Grand Prix on home turf!
'I can't believe it,' stated Jonas Folger after the 
race. 'It really is a big boost for my confidence. I at 
last feel I've shown my potential.' Only 19th on the 

grid,  Johann Zarco bagged 9th place on a circuit 
where overtaking is no easy task.  
A solid 7th place rewarded the efforts of Aleix 
Espargaro and of Aprilia Racing Team Gresini. 
But the Spaniard had been hoping for better.  
'I thought I could finish closer to the podium but  
I had to sacrifice somewhat the front tyre to be 
able to pass. We are progressing little by little and 
the fact I stayed among the best for a good part  
of the race is positive.' 
The two other teams supported technically by Mo-
tul, Avintia Racing and Suzuki, experienced an off 
day. It's now time for the summer break so the next 
meet will be in the Czech Republic in five weeks!
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Marc Marquez, Honda, 129 pts

Maverick Viñales, Yamaha, 124 pts

Andrea Dovisioso, Ducatti, 123 pts

Johann Zarco, Yamaha, 84 pts

Jonas Folger, Yamaha, 71 pts
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Jonas Folger
Monster Yamaha  Tech 3



A partner of the Classic Endurance Racing  
series, Motul also partnered the  Monza Historic 
meet organised by Peter Auto. After a first staging in 
2015, this event was back on 1 and 2 July with fields 
combining quality, quantity and diversity.  
Classic Endurance Racing championships 1 and 2 of 
course shared in the event with their GTs and pro-
totypes from 1966 to 1981. Fans of older cars were 
also fully delighted with the Sixties Endurance. The 
most iconic racing Ferraris and Maseratis have their 
dedicated championship, the Trofeo Nastro Rosso, 
which took place on home turf in Monza!
The Spa-Francorchamps 24 Hours was for a long 
time reserved for touring cars. The Heritage Cup 

allows us to relive with emotion this great adven-
ture.  Similarly, the Groupe C Racing series inspires 
fans of 1980s and 1990s prototypes while the Euro 
F2 Classic is the first Peter Auto single-seater series. 
Last, a guest field came to the jamboree, namely 
the FIA Lurani Trophy for Formula Junior.
Motorsports personalities took the wheel on this 
venerable racing track: Jacques Laffite, six times 
Grand Prix winner; former FI drivers Paul Belmon-
do and Alex Caffi; FFSA GT French champion  
Raymond Narac; winner of the Spa 24 Hours and 
of the 2012 Nürburgring, Franck Stippler; without 
forgetting  Ralf Kelleners, a master of endurance in 
the 1990s and 2000s.
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Classic Endurance Racing Series



Partnered technically by Motul in the Inter-
national GT Open, Farnbacher Racing lit up the 
beginning of the season in GT Open, with a win 
in Estoril followed by another in Spa-Francor-
champs. The Paul Ricard meet was in contrast a 
flop as regards the results for the German team's 
Lexus RC F GT3 In Hungary, the team entered 
Norbert Siedler to team up with Dominik Farn-
bacher, in replacement of his brother Mario held 
back in the United States for a round of the IMSA. 
The duo finished at the foot of the podium in race 
two, despite a modest 12th place on the grid.  
Aged 35, Norbert Siedler is a former single-sea-

ter hopeful who even tested a F1 in 2003 before 
focussing on a career in Grand Tourism. The Aus-
trian and his German team-mate didn't score 
at the end of race 1 but the following day they  
pushed forward tremendously. Their performance 
led to a 4th place allowing Dominik Farnbacher to 
keep his 5th position in the championship and the 
opportunity to contend for the steps of the final 
podium.  
Silverstone, Monza and Barcelona are the three 
renowned and prestigious circuits still to be vi-
sited to finish the 2017 staging of the  Internatio-
nal GT Open.

GT OPEN
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FARNBACHER RACING  
GUNNING FOR GOLD
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Dominik & Mario Farnbacher
Farnbacher Racing

Lexus RC-F GT3



Arminas Jasikonis is continuing to prove he's a 
great newcomer on the World Motocross Cham-
pionship scene. In Portugal on 2 July, the new gem 
of team team Suzuki World MXGP, partnered tech-
nically by Motul, mounted the third step of the first 
podium of his career in the top category of the 
discipline. He is also the first Lithuanian to achieve 
such a feat! 
'When I think that just a year ago I still wasn't a 
Grand Prix rider,' stated an emotional Arminas Ja-
sikonis, who rode his RM-Z450WS to the win in the 
qualifying before concluding his two races with a 
3rd place. In contrast, his team-mate Kevin Strijbos 
is out of luck. Absent for more than two years fol-

lowing a knee injury, he had to quit during the first 
race owing to pain in his back. 
In MX2, Jeremy Seewer brilliantly bagged his se-
cond win on a trot... yet without reducing the gap 
with the championship leader. Second then first, 
whereas his rival obtained opposite results, the ri-
der of the Suzuki RM-Z250 #91 scored the same 
number of points but clinched the absolute win 
due to the predominance of race two. 
The Honda clan members are returning to good 
shape but little by little. Tim Gajser complained 
about his stomach and Evgeny Bobryshev about 
his knee but the Slovenian and the Russian ma-
naged to rank respectively 6th and 10th.  
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Antonio Cairoli (KTM), 478 pts

Clément Desalle (Kawasaki), 387 pts

Gautier Paulin (Husqvarna), 383 pts

Tim Gajser (Honda), 310 pts
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Arminas Jasikonis
Suzuki World MXGP
Suzuki RM-Z450WS
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