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MXGP – Tim GAJSER –  Team HRC – CRF450RW



The World Motocross Championship gave itself 
a three week break before resuming for its 13th 
round on 23 July in the Czech Republic. Tim Gajser 
and Team HRC seized this opportunity to clinch 
their first podium since the beginning of May! Su-
zuki, the other factory team partnered technical-
ly by Motul, also bagged a podium with Jeremy 
Seewer in MX2.
The Honda riders were not spared of injuries but 
the Loket meet showed they could play the leading 
roles. Evgeny Bobryshev clinched 2nd time in free 
practice and best lap time of the warm-up before 
concluding his weekend with a Top 10. Tim Gajser 
achieved a series of holeshots and won the first 

round to finally mount the second step of the po-
dium. 'I'm pleased because for the first time since 
a long time I really gelled with the bike,' stated the 
Slovenian. 
Loket marked the return of Kevin Strijbos to Suzuki. 
He reached 9th place in race one just behind his 
team-mate Arminas Jasikonis. But the two men 
shone less in race two and slipped out of the Top 
10 in the Grand Prix standings. Jeremy Seewer is 
continuing to bag podium after podium in MX2… 
The trouble is his rival in the championship has got 
ahead of him. The gap has therefore widened but 
the Swiss has not given up all hope in his quest for 
the absolute.  
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GAJSER QUENCHES 
THIRST FOR PODIUM
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Antonio Cairoli (KTM), 523 pts

Clément Desalle (Kawasaki), 431 pts

Jeffrey Herlings (KTM), 418 pts

Tim Gajser (Honda), 353 pts
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Evgeny Bobrishev
Team HRC

CRF450RW



Team HRC enters CRF450 RALLY Hondas in 
major international cross country events under 
the banner of Monster Energy Honda Team, in 
technical partnership with Motul. From 21 to 23 
July, its rider Joan Barreda bagged his fourth win 
in Motorcycle category at the 34th Baja Aragon. 
Motul was duly satisfied in Spain with the two 
wheelers and four wheelers.  
The rider from Castellón, Joan Barreda, won the 
Friday prologue, the two specials contended on 
Saturday despite a fall and the last Sunday stage.  
Honda could have secured a one-two had it not 
been for the penalty that relegated Michaël Metge 
to third place. 'What's important is that we kept an 
excellent pace without taking all the risks,'  stated 
the delighted Frenchie while thinking no doubt 

about the next Dakar. Another factory team sup-
ported technically by Motul  shone in the region 
of Teruel, Joan Pedrero managing to place his 
Sherco TVS Factory Team RTR 450 between two 
Hondas.
The Baja Aragon was a round of the FIM Bajas 
World Cup for motorcycles and quads and of 
the FIA Cross Country Rallies World Cup for cars 
and trucks. Mathieu Serradori and his co-pilot Fa-
bian Lurquin won with the impressive MCM Bug-
gy in 2WD. As for Marion Andrieu, who won the 
4WD Trophy of the French Cross Country Rallies 
Championship last year, she took part in the  Baja 
Aragon accompanied by Thierry Pian. While dis-
covering the driving of  SodiCars BV8 prototype, 
she bagged a solid 21st place.

FIM BAJAS WORLD CUP
BAJA ARAGON
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Joan Barreda (Honda)

Joan Pedrero (Sherco

Michael Metge (Honda)
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BAJA ARAGON MOTO FIM RESULTS

Joan Barreda 
Monster Energy Honda

Honda CRF450



The weather conditions contributed to giving 
the crowds of spectators at Sportsland Sugo a 
very exciting race at the fourth round of the Super 
GT championship on 23 July. A Motul one-two was 
clinched in GT500 at the end of the 300 kilometres 
of race, the Lexus Sard #1 and the Nissan Mola #46 
finally finishing in that order one lap ahead of the 
competition. 
Team Sard won the 2016 crown but we had seen 
them on a podium only once this year before Sugo. 
Thanks to the drivers' good strategy and perfect 
control, they have at last got back to winning.  
'We didn't know what the weather was going to 
hold in store for us after the start,' commented 

Kohei Hirate. 'We nevertheless made the right tyre 
choice and the timing of the pitstops was perfect 
with respect to the safety-car interventions. When 
I left the pit lane I had to contend with Motoya-
ma and his Nissan which I managed to hold back 
while keeping a close eye on tyre wear. I'm very 
pleased to win in Sugo, a place I consider my se-
cond home.'   
In GT300, the best Motul teams finished 8th 
(B-Max NDDP Nissan) and 9th (R&D Sport Subaru  
BRZ) after blazing through the lead pack of the 
category. They will want revenge  at the next 
round which will also be the star event of the  
season on 27 August: the Suzuka 1000 km!

SUPER GT
SPORTSLAND SUGO

DEFENDING CHAMPIONS  
RETURN TO BATTLE
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Oshima / Caldarelli (Lexus), 41 pts

Cassidy / Hirakawa (Lexus), 37 pts

Rossiter (Lexus), 36 pts

01
02
03

STANDINGS

DENSO KOBELCO SARD LC500



23 uly 2017. Exactly noon. Moscow, Red 
Square, a stone's throw from the famous depart-
ment store GUM: 114 cars leave their starting 
place. They set off on the prestigious GUM Motor 
Rally Gorkyclassic, one of Russia's major events 
for fans of historic cars. 
During its first staging in 2014, 85 contenders 
came from all over Russia and also from Riga in 
Latvia, Minsk in Byelorussia or Kiev in Ukraine. 
Since then, the rally has grown but the main 
characteristic remains unchanged: its un-
disputed stars are vehicles produced within 
the borders of the Union of Soviet Socialist  
Republics. 

Among these, we saw the replica of the legenda-
ry GAZ Pobeda Sport, the construction of which 
was supported by Motul, under the management 
of the founder of the Gorkyclassic Association, 
Ivan Paderin, a few years ago. It represents the 
ultimate version of Pobedas developed for ra-
cing by Russian manufacturer Gorki Avto Zavod 
in the 1950s. Russian driver, Alexei Vasiliev, who 
participated in particular in the FIA GT1 world 
championship, drove it to 14th place. 
Anastasia Nifontova, holder with Motul of a FIM 
Women's Cross Country Rallies world title, also 
took part in the event with a police motorcycle of 
the Ural brand, fitted with a side-car.  

GUM MOTOR RALLY GORKYCLASSIC 
MOSCOW
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