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FIM EWC – 8 Hours of Suzuka – Michael van der Mark
Yamaha Factory Racing Team – Yamaha YZF-R1



The 40th staging of the Suzuka 8 Hours was an 
enormous sporting and popular success with 68 
teams at the start and 128,000 spectators on Sun-
day 30 July. In front of floodlit grandstands and 
an enraptured public at the night arrival, team Ya-
maha Factory Racing Team, partnered technically 
by Motul, won for the third consecutive time in 
this event. 
Katsuyuki Nakasuga gave Yamaha Factory Racing 
Team his third pole on a trot in the Suzuka 8 Hours 
before becoming the first rider to bag three conse-
cutive wins there. Katsuyuki and his team-mates, 
Alex Lowes and Michael van der Mark, quickly took 
control of the race, leading practically from start to 
finish. Note is to be made of Lowes' new lap record 
which smashes by more than one second the pre-
vious reference established in 2012. 

Several falls marked the beginning of the race. 
Some concerned the teams supported technical-
ly by the red and white logo firm: Yoshimura Su-
zuki Motul Racing, Moriwaki Motul Racing, Honda 
Endurance Racing and Suzuki Endurance Racing 
Team, which was racing for the world title in Ja-
pan. Despite its efforts to push forward, the French 
team had to content itself with the silver medal. 
Team Yoshimura Suzuki Motul Racing and its riders 
Sylvain Guintoli, Josk Brookes and Takuya Tsuda 
managed to return to 7th position and were awar-
ded the Anthony Delhalle EWC Spirit Trophy.
The 2016 / 2017 FIM World Endurance Cham-
pionship, for which Motul was the official lubri-
cant partner, was enthralling from start to finish, 
brilliantly inaugurating its new calendar format  
overlapping two years.

FIM EWC
SUZUKA 8 HOURS

THREE POLES ON TROT  
FOR MOTUL AND YAMAHA
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 GMT94 Yamaha, 146 pts

Suzuki Endurance Racing Team, 136,5 pts

YART Yamaha, 130,5pts
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STANDINGS

Katsuyuki Nakasuga
Yamaha Factory Racing Team 

Yamaha YZF-R1



Richard Cooper masterly dominated the se-
venth meet of the British Superstock 1000 season. 
On 22 and 23 July, on the Brands Hatch 'Grand Prix' 
track, he clinched pole position before winning the 
two parts of race 1 contented on Saturday as well 
as the long race 2 the following day. The rider of 
team Bennetts Suzuki, partnered technically by 
Motul, thus considerably reduced the gap separa-
ting him from the championship leader five rounds 
before its conclusion.  
Fighting fit at the beginning of the season, the 
2011 champion of the category   had previously 
suffered two bouts of misfortune on arriving at 
Brands Hatch. 'During these two days, the bike 

restored my confidence. And it was most plea-
sant to start the last lap while seeing my board 
displaying my 3 seconds lead.'  His team-mana-
ger, Steve Hicken, also showed his total satisfac-
tion:  'We lacked success in Knockhill and then in 
Snetterton, otherwise we would still be leading 
the championship. That's sport for you!  Richard 
showed here at Brands Hatch what Bennetts is 
really capable of: riding in the lead and winning 
races! We will continue to work and fight for the 
title right to the end.'
After visiting Thruxton, Cadwell Park, Silverstone 
and Oulton Park, the championship will finish on 
this same 'big' Brands Hatch track in mid-October.  

BRITISH SUPERSTOCK 1000
BRANDS HATCH

COOPER WINS
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Danny Buchan (Kawasaki), 220 pts

Richard Cooper (Suzuki), 196 pts

Michael Rutter (BMW), 148 pts
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STANDINGS

Brian Cooper
Bennetts Suzuki

Suzuki GSX-R1000



The success of the Pirelli World Challenge is 
continuing to grow. Motul is the official lubricant 
partner for this series consisting in eleven Nor-
th American urban circuit and road circuit races 
that are as attractive for contenders as for the pu-
blic, with a large variety of GT and Touring cate-
gories. Recently, the managers of PWC came to 
an agreement with the SRO Motorsports agency, 
that organises the Blancpain GT Series, to benefit 
from its Performance Balance system and intro-
duce GT4 category on the other side of the Atlan-
tic. Furthermore, a round of the Intercontinental 
GT Challenge dear to SRO will take place in the 
framework of a round of the PWC in Laguna Seca 
mid-October.

The second half-season is already well under way. 
The defending champion, McLaren GT factory 
driver Alvaro Parente has repositioned himself in 
the battle for a second crown in the top GT cate-
gory. His performance at Mid-Ohio on 29 and 30 
July was entirely perfect with a pole position fol-
lowed by the win in both races. Motul has every 
cause to be happy about this and the company's 
partnership with the British manufacturer has 
been strengthened this year. The partnership lays 
down the recommendation of Motul products for 
all teams entering McLarens in GT3 and GT4, es-
pecially recommendation of 300V Trophy 0W40 
engine oils, Gear 300 LS 75W90 for gearboxes 
and RBF 660 brake fluid.

PIRELLI WORLD CHALLENGE
MID OHIO

THE AMERICAN PARADISE  
FOR GTS AND TOURING CARS
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Alvaro Parente



Defending LMP3 champion in the European Le 
Mans Series, team United Autosports has brilliantly 
succeeded in moving into the higher class. It has just 
added a second win in LMP2 to its list of victories. 
On 23 July at the Red Bull Ring, Will Owen, Hugo de 
Sadeleer and Filipe Albuquerque won like they did in 
Silverstone at the start of the ELMS season.
Zak Brown, executive director of McLaren Techno-
logy Group and also chairman of United Autosports 
was present on Austrian soil to encourage his team.  
'I appreciated hearing the American anthem at the 
podium ceremony. The drivers were excellent and 
each member of the team did his bit in building this 
win, especially in the exemplary pit-stops.' 
The Anglo-American team places its trust in young 

drivers: Owen and de Sadeleer are respectively 22 
and 20 years old. At the ripe age of 31, Filipe Albu-
querque, who has often raced at the Red Bull Ring 
in DTM and ELMS, played his role as team leader.  
'I did absolutely everything possible in the last stint' 
commented the Portuguese man. 'But perhaps 
I over ill-treated my front tyres at the start and I 
lacked grip in the last laps.' 
Among the other remarkable and remarked per-
formances of the teams supported technically by 
Motul, the formation finish of Graff Racing in 3rd 
and 4th places in LMP2 could be noted as well as 
the 1-2-3 of teams Eurointernational, United Autos-
ports and M.Racing-YMR on the three steps of the 
LMP3 podium.

ELMS
RED BULL RING

UNITED COLORS OF SUCCESS
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J. Falb & S. Rayhall 
United Autosports

Ligier JSP3



Team RJN Motorsport participated on 29 and 
30 July in the Spa-Francorchamps 24 Hours with 
Motul's technical support. The 70th staging of 
the event will no doubt remain entrenched in the 
minds of the members of the team dear to Bob 
Neville, not on account of the final result but by 
the sheer mass of work that had to be done to 
be at the start and then at the arrival of the top 
endurance race reserved for GT cars. 
Thursday 27 July, night is falling on the Belgian 
Ardennes circuit while the qualifyings are in full 
swing. Suddenly, the GT-R Nismo GT3 #22 driven 
by the Scot, Matt Parry, veers from its trajectory 

at the bottom of the Raidillon corner following a 
flat. It runs straight into the piles of tyres outside 
the famous corner at nearly 60 km/h: impact as-
sessed at 7.5G. Its driver is OK but the car chassis 
is badly damaged. Mechanics then start the long 
repair work from 11:30 Thursday night to 11:30 
Friday morning!
Car #22 is then closely examined by the techni-
cal inspectors who declare it fit for service. So 
it's authorised to take the start from the pit lane, 
with however the handicap of a 120 seconds 
'stop and go' penalty.
New turnaround in lap one: the car then driven by 

GIVING IT THEIR ALL TO REACH THE END

A. Buncombe, K. Chiyo & L. Ordoñez 
Motul Team RJN

Nissan GT-R NISMO GT3
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European Le Mans Series – Lancaster - Hirsch - Wirdheim
Greaves Motorsport – LMP2 Gibson 015S Nissan 

VERSION FRANÇAISE
22.10.15

Struan Moore stops at the Combes place. Guided 
by the advice radioed to him by the team,  the dri-
ver hailing from the Isle of Jersey manages after 
12 minutes of effort to start the engine again. The 
adventure can therefore continue but a heatwave 
falls on Francorchamps… and enters the cockpit 
of the GT-R #22. 'The spare chassis isn't air-condi-
tioned' comments the international winner of the 
2015 GT Academy, Matt Simmons, on Twitter ac-
count @NISMO.
Apart from this difficulty, the car works likes clo-
ckwork and everyone continues to do their utmost 
in the team. Just when it has clawed back forty 

or so places and with the Top 20 in sight, a last 
mechanical intervention becomes necessary in 
the last hour. It finally comes home 30th.  
Car #23 of Alex Buncombe, Lucas Ordonez and 
Katsumasa Chiyo experienced a less tumultuous 
week than the sister car. Having magnificently qua-
lified in 9th place, it appeared in the Top 10 during 
the race but a few unplanned stops relegated it to 
13th place at the end. Motul Team RJN Motorsport, 
which won in the Blancpain Endurance Series Pro 
Cup in 2015, gained much from this Spa 24 Hours. 
Human achievement, especially when collective, 
can be more precious than the finest title. 

M. Simmons, S. Moore & M. Parry
 Motul Team RJN 

Nissan GT-R NISMO GT3
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