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Red Bull Ring – Johann Zarco – Monster Yamaha Tech 3 – Yamaha YZR-M1



We have got used to Monster Yamaha Tech3’s 
rookies finishing in the Top 5, and Johann Zar-
co and Jonas Folger even got on the podium at 
their home Grands Prix. These top-level results are 
even more significant when one or other of the 
French team's riders manages to beat the factory 
Yamahas. Following Jerez, Barcelona and Sachsen-
ring, Motul's technical partner team - led by Hervé 
Poncharal – repeated this no mean achievement 
on August 13 at the Red Bull Ring.
'Johann managed to pass the two official Yamaha 
entries and set the fastest lap of the race' said 
Tech3's team manager. 'After choosing to go on 
soft rubber I thought he would struggle in the se-
cond half of the race, but he managed the situation 

well' Zarco was also by far the best rookie, clearly 
ahead of the riders from other independent teams.
There might have been 24 candles on Jonas 
Folger’s cake but there were no points to his name 
in Austria, the German retiring early due to a tech-
nical problem.
Among the best performances of the teams tech-
nically supported by Motul was a great 9th   place 
for Loris Baz on the Ducati Avintia, the rider recko-
ning it was the best race of his MotoGP career.
At Aprilia Racing Team Gresini, Aleix Esparga-
ro managed to move up from 20th towards the 
points and 13th place.  Just after the event, the Ita-
lian team revealed that Scott Redding would be his 
teammate in 2018.

MOTOGP 
RED BULL RING

ZARCO CELEBRATES 
HIS 6TH TOP 5 AND 
FOLGER HIS 24TH BIRTHDAY
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Marc Marquez, Honda, 174 pts

Andrea Dovisioso, Ducatti, 158 pts

Maverick Viñales, Yamaha, 150 pts

Johann Zarco, Yamaha, 99 pts

Jonas Folger, Yamaha, 77 pts
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Johann Zarco
Monster Yamaha Tech 3

Yamaha YZR-M1



Motul was rewarded with a podium at the 
Swiss round of the MXGP championship on 13 
August in Gachnang which is in the Frauenfeld 
district.  On his Suzuki RM-Z250, local star Jeremy 
Seewer seized 2nd place overall in the standings, 
and took a point from the leader in the fight for 
the MX2 World Championship title.
The reigning vice world champion (MX2) expe-
rienced a dream start to the weekend. He mar-
ked up the fastest times in both the free and 
timed practice sessions and followed it up by 
dominating the qualifying race. His victory in the 
first leg brought him closer to the outright suc-
cess on his home ground that just escaped him 
last year. 'All my friends and fans were there and 

I felt really good. At the start of the second race, 
I was going for the holeshot when suddenly ano-
ther rider cut in front of me and I couldn’t avoid 
him. I found myself dead last and my dreams of 
overall victory flew out the window.' Fortunately, 
it was only Jeremy Seewer’s pride which suffered 
in the collision, and he eventually passed some 
thirty competitors, on a surface not conducive 
to overtaking, to finish p5 in the race and 2nd 
overall in the Grand Prix.
The riders of the factory teams technically partne-
red by Motul in the MXGP category all made small 
errors which wiped out their hopes of a podium. 
Only Tim Gajser, 6th with his Honda CRF450RW, 
managed to get close.

MXGP
FRAUENFELD GACHNANG

ONE POINT CLOSER  
IS BETTER THAN NOTHING
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Pauls Jonass (KTM), 629 pts

Jeremy Seewer (Suzuki), 580 pts

Benoit Paturel (Yamaha), 476 pts
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Jeremy Seewer
Suzuki Racing

Suzuki RM-Z250



Motul partnered with the 57th edition of the 
Mont Dore hill climb, which this year reclaimed its FIA 
categorisation. The event was both the 9th round of 
the European Championship and the 10th round of 
the French championship! The international compe-
tition was dominated by Italian Christian Merli, official 
Osella driver while, at national level, Sébastien Petit, 
whose team is a technical partner of Motul’s, won by 
beating the hill climb record by two seconds.
The main protagonists of the 2017 French Moun-
tain Championship in the Sport category were 
Sébastien Petit and Geoffrey Schatz. Seven-time 
French champion Nicolas Schatz has changed dis-
cipline, but his brother has kept up the family tra-
dition... especially since he abandoned his F3000 

to drive Nicolas’ 4-liter engined Norma prototype!
Sébastien Petit arrived at Mont-Dore as cham-
pionship leader after seven wins in nine events.  
'I chose a different strategy to Geoffrey who went 
out on new tires right from the first run. Personally, 
I prefer to feel the terrain, feel what I can still im-
prove on the car, and increase the pace afterwards. 
I kept my new tires for the second climb and broke 
the record! Mont-Dore means a lot for me, I used to 
go there as a kid with my father. To win here for the 
first time makes me very proud.'
The Savoyard, who took a decisive step towards 
the title in Auvergne, now has a complete col-
lection of victories in every round of the French 
championship!

EUROPEAN AND FRENCH HILL CLIMB
MONT DORE

TWO IN ONE 

RACES
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Sébastien Petit (Norma), 416 pts

Geoffrey Schatz (Reynard/Norma), 354 pts

Cyrille Frantz (Norma), 255 pts
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Sébastien Petit
Team Petit

Norma M20 FC



Like the 24 Hours of Le Mans, the Monte Car-
lo Rally and many other major events, the Isle of 
Man Tourist Trophy has its "Classic" event. Motul is 
an official lubricant partner of the modern TT and, 
since 2016, the same applies for the Classic ver-
sion which takes place at the end of August.
Qualifying sessions are scheduled to start on the 
19th of this month, one week before the scheduled 
races from 26th to 28th August. At the same time, 
the Classic TT Festival will offer various activities 
to the public: the paddock carnival, the Classic 
TT Party, plus outdoor cinema showings. The pro-
gramming is linked to the theme of road racing. On 
Friday, 25th August, for example, fans will be able 

to watch the screening of "Closer to the Edge", a 
documentary about the personality and career of 
Guy Martin, one of the most popular riders within 
the discipline.
Run on the Snaefell mountain course, this unique, 
60.72 km long track, Motul fosters certain spor-
ting ambitions through the York Suzuki team bikes 
and the official Suzuki Classic team. The latter 
created a dream line-up for the Superbikes with 
Lee Johnston and Danny Webb, both injured on 
the Isle of Man last June, as well as Michael Dunlop, 
15-time winner of the Tourist Trophy! The Northern 
Irishman also won the inaugural Classic TT in 2013, 
then again in 2015 and 2016.

CLASSIC TT 
ISLE OF MAN

AN EVENT AND A FESTIVAL

Team York Suzuki Motul 
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